BE INFORMED

CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

August 29, 2016 - Volume: 2, Issue: 35

IN THIS BULLETIN

HIGHLIGHTS:

English News 03-22 | Heavy rainfall floods streets in Rawalpindi 03
Provinces asked to follow National Climate Change policy 05
. : Preventive measures against Congo virus advised: Experts 05
Natural Calamltle_s Sectlgn 03-08 Pakistan to hecome water scarce in 4 years 06
Sa'e_tV and _Securllv sec‘m" 09-17 | supreme Court rejects review appeals of 16 terror convicts set to 09
Public Services Section 18-22 | hang
Pakistan’s Counter- Terrorism Policy 10
Maps 93.94 CPEC confronts terrorism 11
US urges Pakistan, Afghanistan to work together against terrorism 13
Pakistan won’t allow any terrorist to use its soil for terrorism:COAS14
Urdu News 36-25 | Terrorism in Pakistan taking last breaths: PM Nawaz Sharif 16
13 districts declared high risk in KP anti-polio campaign 18
Natural Calamities Section 36-33 Congo fever: WHO representative calls for stringent precautions 18
: : Safe and sound: Regional Blood Centre to become functional 19
Safe_ty and _Securltv_sectlon 32-29 Public asked to be cautious on Eidul Azha 19
Public Service Section 28-25 | PM directs to construct 39 new hospitals 19
M APs ® HIVAIDS CASES ON THE RISE IN SINDH - 2016 ® VEGETATION ANALYSIS MAP OF PAKISTAN
HIVAids Cases on the Rise in Sindh - 2016 Legend
o e i No. of HIV/Aids Cases
fa"ﬂ l:l No record
o nt a year 'V;?V‘ 8360 Io 45990d gm r;avd geﬂe: l:l 30
T \ e [ 31-50
L o I \\, g \‘\ _— B 51178
r1 - i 1480 TasLs / = - 179 - 637
- — 2 o rers, 7 {717‘ Provincial Boundary
SR 'II_' 2 _1, ! |:| International Boundary
I ND I A

500N

below 18 years

Arabian Sea

—— +92.51.282.04491835 9288|maps@alhasan com
— Al Rights Reserved - Copyright 2016
| ‘wanalhasan com
\
l

DISCLAIMER:
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

s the scle propa ny Of ALHASAN SYSTEMS
D -

o

Tharparkar

Afghanistan

q{. } ALHASAN SYSTEMS prniare LTeD ,,pecers

Solul\ons inTime A Hi-Tech Knowledge Management, Business Psychology Modeling, and Publishing Company

ISSN 2410-5538(D) ISSN 2410-4027(P)
205-C 2nd Floor, Evacuee Trust Complex, F-5/1, Islamabad
195-1st Floor, Deans Trade Center, Peshawar Cantt; Peshawar
Landline: +92.51.282.0449, +92.91.525.3347

E-mail: bulletins@alhasan.com, Website: www.alhasan.com

Forum



2 (<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

©Copyright 2016 ISSN 2410-5538(D) ISSN 2410-4027(P)

ALHASAN SYSTEMS PRIVATE LIMITED

205-C 2nd Floor, Evacuee Trust Complex, Sector F-5/1, Islamabad, 44000 Pakistan
195-1st Floor, Deans Trade Center, Peshawar Cantt; Peshawar, 25000 Pakistan

For information:

Landline: +92.51.282.0449, +92.91.525.3347
Email: bulletins@alhasan.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/alhasan.com
Twitter: @alhasansystems

Website: www.alhasan.com

ALHASAN SYSTEMS is registered with the Security & Exchange Commission of Pakistan under section 32
of the Companies Ordinance 1984 (XL VII of 1984). ALHASAN SYSTEMS is issuing this Crisis Response
[CR] Bulletin free of cost for general public benefit and informational purposes only. Should you have any
feedback or require further details and Metadata information please call us at Landline: +92.51.282.0449, Fax:
+92.51.835.9287 or email at bulletins@alhasan.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

The information presented in this publication, including text, images, and links, are provided "AS IS" by
ALHASAN SYSTEMS solely as a convenience to its clients and general public without any warranty of any
kind, either expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability,
fithness for a particular purpose, or non-infringement. ALHASAN SYSTEMS assumes no responsibility for
errors or omissions in this publication or other documents which are referenced by or linked to this
publication. This publication could include technical or other inaccuracies, and not all information/ services
referenced herein are available in all areas. Changes are periodically added to the publication, and
ALHASAN SYSTEMS may change the information or services described in this publication at any time.

Should you choose to respond directly to ALHASAN SYSTEMS with comments, questions, suggestions,
ideas or the like relating to this publication and ALHASAN SYSTEMS other services and products, you
agree that such information shall be deemed as non-confidential and ALHASAN SYSTEMS shall have no
obligation to respond and be free to reproduce, use, disclose and distribute the information to others without
limitation, including but not limited to developing, manufacturing, and marketing products incorporating such
information. For further explanation of these legal notices please contact legal@alhasan.com.

Journalists
Forum

l l‘©201 6 www.alhasan.com National
v

¢



BE INFORMED

(2.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETI 3

NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Heavy rainfall floods ISLAMABAD: Literally, water was everywhere in no time at all. At around 11a.m. on Saturday,
streets in Rawalpindi Islamabad city saw a cloudburst with rain beginning to pour down. The heavy monsoon rainfall,
The News, August 28, 2016 which lasted one and a half hours, left the roads and streets across the city, especially in low-lying
areas, flooded within minutes.

The rainstorm uprooted trees and pulled down walls and signboards at many places. However, no
damage to public life or property was reported. The rain began to fall so suddenly that
motorcyclists had to pull over under trees and bridges for cover. Many automobiles broke down on
waterlogged roads and thus, causing throwing the traffic on many roads in a mess.

Tailbacks were everywhere with the traffic cops struggling to regulate the movement of vehicles.
Things were the worst at the arteries, which are under construction or where work on bridges is
under way. The road users criticised the civic authorities for faulty drainage system in the city,
especially for roads, saying there're traffic mess whenever it rained. They also complained of
potholed roads and faulty traffic lights.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department insisted the heavy rains were caused by a westerly
persisting over upper parts of the country. According to it, more downpour accompanied by gusty
winds is expected in the next 48 hours at a number of places in Islamabad, Punjab, KP, Sindh and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and at scattered places in FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan and eastern
Balochistan.

The PMD however warned heavy downpour could trigger flash floods and landslides in the
vulnerable areas of Punjab, Balochistan, KP, GB and AJK. As Saturday was a weekend, families
turned to parks and recreational spots.

Water scarcity in Sindh ISLAMABAD: The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has warned that water scarcity in
rising: FAO Sindh is on the rise and estimated that over 1.1 million people are now below emergency-level
DAWN News, August 27, 2016 thresholds. The UN’s specialised agency shared findings of two of their latest reports with the the
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and Provincial Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA).

Surveys were carried out in nine districts — Khairpur, Sanghar, Mirpurkhas, Umerkot, Tharparkar,
Badin, Thatta, Jamshoro and Dadu — 33 tehsils, 100 union councils, 272 villages and 3,565
households. Tharparkar was considered a ‘high drought area’ followed by Jamshoro and Sanghar.
Moderate drought areas were found to be Umerkot, Mirpurkhas, Dadu and Thatta.

Southern Sindh was prone to droughts, the reports said. The current drought spell started towards
the end of 2013 and has continued since intermittently for leaner monsoons. The drought was
most severe in the western and southeastern Tharparkar regions. According to the report, the
drought was mostly moderate or low in the northeastern region, while the irrigated zones were
largely spared by this particular drought.

The ‘Sindh Drought Needs Assessment’ (SDNA) was carried out to understand the situation and
its impacts on livelihood, food security, nutrition, health, water and sanitation in Sindh whereas the
objective of the ‘Household Economy Analysis’ (HEA) field assessment was to assess the impact
of the 2013-15 drought on livelihoods in some of the worst drought-affected districts of the
province. The reports highlighted the three categories of households which suffered from the
drought.

Pastoralists (livestock breeders) who lost up to two-thirds of their animals and income.
Sharecroppers, particularly in the west zone, have been forced to seek alternative livelihoods.
They were already among the poorest of households. And the agricultural labourers, particularly
women workers who have been hit with dwindling labour opportunities.

In their broader conclusion, the reports say the drought had a negative impact on food security as
the reduction in cultivation and harvests increased both unavailability and lack of access to food.
Water scarce areas experienced significantly higher levels of food insecurity, while food insecurity
was worsening malnourishment in the southeast parts of Sindh. The reports pointed out that
households located in high drought and extreme water scarcity areas, and in southeast zone, had
low ownership of assets, higher access to unsafe water sources, difficult and very difficult access
to healthcare, high mortality and prevalence of diarrhoea, and poor nutrition.

With regards to water and sanitation, the reports called for the provision of safe drinking water in all
areas as priority of the government and partner organisations, in the short term. In medium term,
the government should take responsibility to ensure water security and construction of new ponds
for water storage.

Strategic water points should be established as part of a more sustainable longer-term effort to
ensure access to safe water to the drought-affected communities and to ensure water security.
Households which lost livestock and agricultural production, earning subsistence livelihood, and
living in high drought and extreme water scarcity areas required diverse support and assistance,
the reports added.

The SDNA revealed that the 2013-15 drought had increased water scarcity in Sindh, causing large
reductions in yields and abandonment of cultivation altogether in the most drought-affected zones.

Overall, the report said 17 per cent of households surveyed were found to have poor food
consumption, 67.2pc were on a borderline consumption, whereas just 15.8pc were at an
acceptable food consumption level. Households in the irrigated zone and the east zone mostly
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relied on their own production for cereals. The share of food expenditure was significantly higher
for households living under extreme water scarcity conditions. The share of households having
poor and borderline food consumption is highest in extreme and moderate water scarcity areas
respectively in east zone.

ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has distributed 1,950 tents,
76.6 tons food items and 1,800 blankets among the flood affected people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan.

According to a spokesman of NDMA, 1600 plastic mats, 100 kitchen sets and 650 mosquito nets
were also distributed in the flood hit areas. He said 116 people died in the flood including 58 men,
22 women and 36 children. He said 25 deaths were reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 21 in Sindh,
10 Balochistan, 5 in AJK, 5 in FATA, 27 in FATA and one in the Federal Capital. He said in the
floods around 63 people received injuries. He said 34 men, 19 women and 10 children also
included in the injured. He said in the flood hit areas 327 houses partially damaged, while 255
destroyed completely. Two buildings of the government schools also affected by the floods, he
added.

However, he said that final assessment is in progress by respective Disaster Management
Authorities in KP and Balochistan. To a question he said that any natural calamity like floods,
earthquake can be dealt through better planning and integrated efforts. He said that for the first
time elaborate contingency plans had been adopted by NDMA at district, provincial and national
level in consultation with all stakeholders to deal with flood. He said that the main role is to educate
the masses to remain calm in case of any disaster. "We lose more lives due to panic during
disasters." He said NDMA has the capability to immediately start relief activities in natural
calamities. NDMA has necessary funds and resources to handle the situation arising from rains
and floods in the country.

NDMA is regularly and constantly coordinating with all departments concerned to ensure timely
precautionary evacuations and rescue and provision of relief to the rain and flood affected people.
He said, that (NDMA) is following an effective plan to enhance capacity of its attached departments
for a befitting respond in natural calamities.

A National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) had been formulated for better performance of the
disaster management bodies in natural calamities like floods, landslides, earthquakes, drought,
tsunami, cyclone, glacier lake outburst flood, avalanches and tropical sea storms. He said the plan
identified 10 priority areas, 41 strategies and 122 projects in the domain of institutional
development, capacity building, awareness, early warning system, human resource development,
hazard and risk assessment etc said an official of ministry of climate change.

The NDMP identifies roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders involved in disaster
management and facilitates various organization/agencies to undertake interventions as identified
in NDMP to achieve the desired results, he added. NDMP had also responsibility for National
hazard and vulnerability assessment, macro level risk assessment for entire country completed,
while micro level assessment under progress.

To a question, he said NDMA, being the leading federal agency, has the overarching role to
develop sustainable operational capacity and professional competence to coordinate emergency
response. He said the authority progressively attained the capacity to support about 300,000
people all over the country through its well- stocked ware houses located on regional basis in any
kind of disaster.

LAHORE: Early morning downpour lashed the city and its suburbs, inundating the low-lying areas
and roads around Lahore. The morning showers brought a pleasant change in the weather and
provided respite from extreme humidity to the citizens.

Many roads were submerged after the new wave of monsoon rains. The worst deadlocks were
witnessed on Ferozpur Road and Jail Road. Scattered rain lashed Mall Road, Jail Road, Ferozpur
Road, Shimla Pahari, Garhi Shahu among others areas. Numerous power feeders tripped across
Lahore as soon as heavy rain hit. It should be mentioned here that around two lives were lost in
different rain-related accidents in Lahore involving short circuit and electrocution in this season.

Meanwhile, the Met office has forecast more showers in northern and central Punjab, including
Lahore, during the next 12 hour. The department stated that heavy fall is expected at isolated
places in Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and Kashmir and in areas of FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Balochistan. Heavy downpours may trigger flash flooding and landslides, meteorological
department has warned.

-CM direction-: Punjab Chief Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Friday directed administration,
agencies and elected representatives to remain vigilant during heavy rains and take necessary
measures for minimising problems of the people. He directed that all-out resources should be
utilised for drainage of rainwater.

The Chief Minister expressed these remarks while addressing a meeting of Cabinet Committee on
Floods through the video link from Istanbul, Turkey. He reviewed in detail the situation arising due
to heavy rains in Lahore and other cities as well as measures for the disposal of rainwater. He
directed Cabinet Committee on Floods to perform its duties efficiently during monsoon season.

Shehbaz Sharif directed that administration, agencies concerned with relief activities and elected
representatives should remain in the field and take necessary measures for minimising problems
of the people. He directed that all out resources should be utilised for drainage of rainwater. He
said that service to the people is a form of worship, therefore, efforts in this regard should be made
with commitment and determination. The Chief Minister directed that the members of the cabinet
committee should keep a close contact with the departments concerned and monitor weather
situation as well as the flow of water in rivers round the clock.
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ISLAMABAD: The Climate Change Ministry has conveyed to the provinces that National Climate
Change policy provides a basis, and form the building block so it should lead to the development of
a National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and National Appropriate Mitigation Action (NAMAs) Framework
to cope with adverse effects of the climate change.

The spokesman of the ministry said the transport sector has shown the highest emission growth
rate of all sectors and accounts for about a quarter of carbon dioxide emissions in Pakistan so it
presents one of the most significant challenges to overall mitigation efforts and is crucial for
tackling climate change.

It is pertinent to mention here that National Climate Change policy was introduced in September
2012 and focuses on development sectors such as water resources, agriculture and livestock,
forestry, human health, disaster preparedness, transport and energy. He said the climate change
ministry wants the provinces to arrange regular vehicle maintenance technician courses besides
setting up vehicle maintenance service centres in all urban areas.

National Climate Change policy underlines the need to develop and provide quality efficient public
transport system in the country to encourage people to slowly move from the use of private cars to
the public transport system, he said.

KARACHI: As many as 38 more dengue viral fever cases have been reported in Karachi during a
week, taking the patients toll 938 in the city since 1st January 2016.

According to the weekly report issued by Prevention and Control Program for Dengue in Sindh, at
least 43 new dengue fever cases surfaced in Sindh province from 19 to 25 August 2016 out of
which 38 were reported from Karachi, four from Hyderabad and one from Thatta.

A total 38 new dengue fever cases were reported in Karachi in a week out of which nine were
reported from District Central, nine from District South, one from District West, 12 from District
East, five from District Korangi and Two from District Malir, respectively.

In 2016, a total 1,021 dengue fever cases had been reported in Sindh province since 1st January
2016, out of which 938 were detected from Karachi, 27 from Hyderabad, six each from Sukkur &
Larkana, five each from Tando Muhammad Khan & Ghotki, four each from Mirpurkhas, Khairpur &
Shikarpur , three each from Dadu, Tharparkar, Shaheed Benazirbad & Thatta ,two each from
Badin, Jamshoro,Umer Kot, Sanghar and Naushero Feroz. One death was reported from dengue
fever in Shaheed Benazirabad district this year.

LAHORE: Amount of financial assistance for the victims of natural calamities has been enhanced.
Satellite tracker system is being installed on the boats of PDMA to operate during the flood
situation. As many as 20 control rooms have also been established in different districts so as to
operate the satellite tracker system in an efficient manner. There is expectation of rain in
catchment areas of river Chenab and Jhelum between August 25 to 30 which can cause low and
middle level flood in the rivers and adjacent nullahs.

This was told during a meeting presided over by Chairman Cabinet Committee on Flood Malik
Nadeem Kamran, here today. The meeting was also attended by Director General Provincial
Disaster Management Authority, Secretary Irrigation, Chief Meteorologist and representatives of
Health, Police, Rescue, WASA and other departments. Malik Nadeem Kamran told the meeting
that the government has decided to enhance the compensatory amount for the heirs of deceased
persons from Rs. five lakh to Rs. six lakh.

The compensatory amount for the persons who become disabled has also been enhanced from
Rs. one lakh to three lakh. Similarly, those who receive serious injuries will be paid Rs. one lakh.
Those who receive minor injury and are hospitalized for five days will get 50 lakh rupees while a
sum of Rs. 25 thousand will be paid to such persons who receive minor injury and are discharged
from the hospital after first aid.

The sum paid for the totally destroyed houses has been increased from Rs. 80 thousand to one
lakh. After the approval of enhanced compensatory amount by the cabinet committee on flood a
summary has been referred to Chief Minister for the final approval.

The meeting was informed that special training would be imparted to staff of Rescue 1122 so that
they could operate the satellite tracking system of boats efficiently. He said that the said tracker
devices would also be helpful to know about the exact number of rescued persons during flood.
The meeting also approved Rs. five lakh as financial assistance for the family of a Rescue 1122
staffer who died during duty when electricity wires fall on rescue vehicle.

The meeting was also told that as many as 12 dewatering sets have also been handed over to
Multan district administration. Malik Nadeem Kamran said that all the DCOs must submit the
reports regarding projects which could permanently stop the floods in the relevant districts by
September 20. He told that the Chief Minister Punjab would be briefed about these projects and
after his approval the work on the said projects would be started. He said that it is better to
channelize the courses of flooding water by comprehensive projects instead of spending millions of
rupees on relief activities every year. The Chief Meteorologist told the meeting that Suleman
Range can receive heavy rains on August 27 and 28 which can create flood situation in the hill
torrents of Chachar and Kaha in Rajanpur district.

ISLAMABAD: Health experts on Thursday advised the citizens to take special preventive
measures to protect from carrying Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF). According to them,
healthcare workers caring for patients with suspected or confirmed Congo virus or handling
specimens from them should implement standard infection control precautions. These include
basic hand hygiene, use of personal protective equipment, safe injection practices and safe burial
practices.

Dr Wasim Khawaja, a public health specialist at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS),
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said for reducing the risk of tick-to-human transmission, people should wear protective clothing like
long sleeves or long trousers and wear light coloured clothing to allow easy detection of ticks on
the clothes.

He said people should use approved chemicals intended to kill ticks on clothing, use approved
repellent on the skin and clothing, regularly examine clothing and skin for ticks, if found, remove
them and avoid areas where ticks are abundant and seasons when they are most active. Dr
Khawaja said that in order to reduce the risk of animal-to-human transmission, people should wear
gloves and other protective clothing while handling animals or their tissues in endemic areas,
notably during slaughtering, butchering and culling procedures in slaughter houses or at home.

He added to reduce the risk of human-to-human transmission in the community, people should
avoid close physical contact with CCHF-infected people, wear gloves and protective equipment
when taking care of ill people and wash hands regularly after caring for or visiting ill people.

QUETTA: Two more Congo Virus patients were shifted to the isolation ward. The Fatima Jinnah
General and Chest Hospital has four patients under treatment for the virus. Hospital administration
said that their health is improving.

Samples of their blood have sent for PCR Tests to Karachi, Quetta does not have facilities to
conduct the test. Death toll from the Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever or Congo virus in
Pakistan has climbed to 19 this year, with five deaths reported in Karachi, twelve in Quetta and two
in Bahawalpur.

Congo virus is a viral disease that is commonly spread by ticks found on hairy animals. With Eid-
ul-Azha almost upon us, health experts are advising citizens to take special preventive measures
to avoid contracting the virus.

According to them, healthcare workers caring for patients with suspected or confirmed Congo virus
or handling specimens from them should implement standard infection control precautions. These
include basic hand hygiene, use of personal protective equipment, safe injection practices and
safe burial practices, Dr Wasim Khawaja a public health specialist at Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS) said. He said that to reduce the risk people should wear protective clothing like
long sleeves or long trousers and wear light coloured clothing to allow easy detection of ticks on
the clothes.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Pakistan People’s Party, Sherry Rehman yesterday lamented that Pakistan
was among the most climate stressed countries in the world. Speaking at Senate Standing
Committee meeting on Climate Change, the PPP vice-president said Pakistan ranked third among
the most climate stressed countries despite the fact that its own carbon emissions fell below one
percent.

Pakistan is at risk in part because of its geographic location — wedged between India and China,
two industrialized countries whose carbon emissions are among the worst in the world. “Pakistan
and India’s climate change factors are different,” said Senator Rehman. “Pakistan’s climate change
is linked with glacial melt that’'s happening at a rapid pace up north.

Between 1994 and 2013, climate change cost Pakistan $4 billion a year on average.

According to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, by 2050, the average cost of
climate change adaptation for Pakistan will be between $6 to $14 billion annually, and an
additional $17 billion for mitigation. “According to a recent report, which | have submitted an
adjournment motion on as well,” she said, “Pakistan will become water scarce country in just four
years.”

The senator said that the responsibility of mitigating the effects of climate change, or at least
learning to cope with them, lies with the government and relevant ministries. “While the ministry for
climate change is linked with the Met office, they are not the same,” she said.

“NDMA’s mandate is post disaster — the met office’s linkage with Climate Change ministry is
necessary now.” She questioned what the government is doing for disaster prevention instead of
disaster management. “We don’t know what reaction to the monsoon we will have this year — for a
country that is ravaged by floods each year, Pakistan is always surprisingly unprepared,” she
declared. The senator called for the ministries to work on an emergency basis before, and not after
the floods hit. She also submitted recommendations for formulating a plan and mitigating after-
effects of natural disasters, as well as for better coordination.

Senator Rehman recommended that met office should be brought under the umbrella of Climate
Change ministry, a detailed water stress briefing and quarterly impact report from the ministry
should be presented, Ministry of Climate Change should formulate regular reports on climate
change & weather preparedness, ministries related to climate change should make institutional
mechanism of coordination, & constitute a body, Policy documentation & metrics of performance
should be presented in this committee quarterly, there should be a dotted line mechanism in the
climate change ministry and climate change minister should attend standing committee meetings.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will invest $8.5 million to expand a network of glacier monitoring stations
tracking the pace of glacial melt in the Hindu Kush, Karakoram and Himalayan mountain ranges, in
an effort to strengthen early warning systems and reduce the impact of flooding in the South Asian
country.

Almost half of Pakistan's 5,000 glaciers, covering around 15,000 square kilometres, are in rapid
retreat, scientists say. The rate of glacial melt, which has risen by about 23 percent in the previous
decade, is among the fastest in the world, according to the Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD).

Last month, the government approved 892.5 million rupees for a four-year project to expand the
network of monitoring stations as officials seek more accurate data on temperature, humidity,
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changing rainfall patterns and wind speed, while tracking the rate at which glaciers are melting.
"The initiative is indispensible for enhancing the country's climate resilience, and vital to the
meteorological department's ability to timely release warnings about the flood risk," Ghulsam
Rasul, director-general of the meteolorological department, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation
in an interview. "Based on data from these weather stations, timely warnings will be issued to
provide a lead time of 60 to 90 minutes to communities in flood-prone areas to respond effectively
to early flood warnings," he said.

Pakistan is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world. In 2010, the country suffered the
worst floods in a generation with more than 1,600 killed and over 14 million affected as floodwaters
inundated over a third of the country.

Investing in disaster preparedness not only saves lives but also money with each $1 dollar spent
saving $7 in tackling the aftermath of disasters such as floods, development experts have said.
Pakistan Meteorological Department workers plant an early flood warning system on a
mountainside above the Bindogol river in the Chitral valley, in northwest Pakistan. TRF/Saleem
Shaikh

SMS ALERTS

Pakistan's meterological department also has submitted a six-year plan to modernise the country's
aging weather forecasting system - at a cost of 16.6 billion rupees ($159 million) - to Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif for approval. The plan proposes installing 22 meteorological radar stations across
the country and 400 advanced automatic weather stations, while overhauling community-based
weather observatory stations in 98 districts. "Our radar network - comprising seven flood warning
radars - is now very poor and obsolete," Ghulam Rasul said.

Besides expanding early warning systems, disaster management officials are focusing on getting
early warnings to as many people as possible as quickly as possible, said Ahmad Kamal, a
spokesman for the National Disaster Management Agency.

The agency has sought cooperation from the state-owned Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
and bodies regulating print and electronic media to disseminate weather forecasts and early
warnings by SMS and print media when disaster threatens.

Kamal said as many as 10 million SMS alerts were sent to disaster-prone communities in 2015,
adding that SMS alerts had proven to be the most effective way of communicating with remote
communities, particularly in mountainous regions. "Despite the same intensity of summer monsoon
rains in 2015 as observed in the preceding years, loss of life and cattle in mountain areas was 80
to 90 percent less," Kamal said. In a country of 200 million people, more than 140 million are
mobile phone users, he noted. "Loss of life from disasters can be brought to zero if one early
warning SMS alert about any possible disaster is relayed to these big number of mobile phone
users in the country," he suggested.
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NDMA-Daily Monsoon Situation Report No.48

August 26" to 27", 2016

Preliminary Damges/ Losses
Provinces Deaths Injured

Female Children Total Male Female Children
Punjab 1 22 - - - -

KP 25 8 19 52* 17 16 19 52
Sindh 21 - - 21 1 - - 1
Balochistan 8 - 2 10 5 3 - 8
AJ &K 3 - 5 2 - - 2
Islamabad - 1 - 1 - - - -
FATA 2 9 16 27 - - - -
Total 77 22 39 138 25 19 19 63
Key M,F,C and T denotes Male, Female, Children and Total respectively.

Source PDMAs
*Ursoon Village, Tehsil Drosh, District Chitral Losses
. 20 Male, 3 Female & 6 Children, Total 29
. 23 Recovered, 6 are still Missing
Private / Government Property / Livelihood Losses & Damages

Provinces Houses Damages Villages Affecred Crop Cattle Govt

Partially Fully Total  Partially Fully Total ‘(‘Kggz;’ Pe':fsahde g P’°}f’e“

Punjab - 2 2 29 - 29 - - -
KP 169 52 221* 2 1 3 - - 2
schools

Balochistan 157 203 360 1 8 9 - 40 -
Islamabad 1 - 1 - - - - - -
AJ &K 2 ; 2 - ; - - . -
Total 329 257 586 32 9 M - 40 2

Source: PDMAs.
*35 Partial, 20 Fully, Total 55 Houses Damaged in Ursoon Village.
Final assessment is in progress by respective DMAs.

Relief Provided by NDMA & PDMAs

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Balochistan Punjab Total

PDMA/ NDMA PDMA PDMA PDMA NDMA PDMA NDMA
DDMA Sindh Punjab

Tents 1,015 - 100 300 1,150 - - - 2,565
Foods Items (Tons) 4.2 30 - 10 324 - 50 - 126.6

(flour) Tons
Blankets/ Quilts 750 - 200 1,000 250 - - - 2,200
Plastic Mats 700 - - 300 1,000 - - - 2,200
Kitchen Sets 100 - - - - - - - 100
Mosquito nets - - - - 650 - - - 650
Cotton Mattresses 100 - - - - - - - 100
Dewatering Pumps - - - - - - 25 - 25
Fodder (Packs) - - - - - - 5,000 - 5000
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Supreme Court rejects The Supreme Court on Monday rejected review appeals filed by 16 terrorists against death penalty
(AT oL LW M R T (J gl they were awarded by military courts for their involvement in terror-related activities.

convicts set to hang Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Anwar Zaheer Jamali, who headed the five-judge bench, read out
Pakistan Today, August 29, 2016 the decision which was reserved earlier on June 20 after the counsels for the parties concerned
ended their arguments.

The convicted, including Qari Zubair, Haider Ali, Qari Zahir Gul, Taj Mohammad, Atteeq-ur-
Rehman, Akhtar Mahmood, Fateh Mohammad, Sher Alam and Mohammad Arabi, were found
guilty of involvement in the Army Public School Attack in Peshawar, Parade Line bombing in
Rawalpindi, Bannu jailbreak and attacks on army convoys and installations by the military courts.

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif had already rejected appeals of these 16 terror
convicts.

In its 182-page decision, the court ruled that the appellants failed to prove that the military had
violated their constitutional rights or failed to follow the procedure. The court observed that,
“neither the order passed by the Field General Court Martial [military court] is a case of no
evidence nor the evidence led by the prosecution is insufficient. There is sufficient material
available to prove the guilt of the appellants”. The counsel for the convicts had complained that his
clients did not receive a fair trial, nor were they allowed to choose their counsel. The court argued
that the conditions for a fair trial were met and the defendants had been provided with a counsel.
The other judges on the apex court’s larger bench were Justice Amir Hani Muslim, Justice Sheikh
Azmat Saeed, Justice Manzoor Ahmed Malik and Justice Faisal Arab. The military has so far
convicted 104 civilians in the secret tribunals. Of those, 100 have been sentenced to death, and
four to life imprisonment. All but six are said by the military to have confessed. Those whose
appeals were dismissed on Monday included nine members of the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and two Al Qaeda members, according to Pakistan’s military. Two convicts are
said to have been involved in the Peshawar school killings. The counsels for all 16 convicts had
contended their clients had been tried in secret, without access to legal counsel of their choice,
and that their confessions had been recorded illegally. They had also claimed they were denied
access to military court records when preparing their appeals.

On June 20, rights activist Asma Jahangir appealed to the Supreme Court to order retrial in all
cases in which military courts handed down convictions, including capital punishments.

She had complained that the full record of the evidence had not been made available to the
accused. She had deplored that her clients had been arrested under the Action (In Aid of Civil
Power) Regulation 2011 (AACPR) before military courts were established, but their cases were
sent to military courts only to “hide malice on the part of security forces because the rule under
which the accused had been nabbed had no constitutional protection”.

The rejection was met with disapproval from international legal rights’ NGO, International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ).

In a briefing paper that they released in June, the ICJ said that the proceedings before Pakistani
military courts fall well short of national and international standards requiring fair trials before
independent and impartial courts. It said that judges are part of the executive branch of the State
and continue to be “subjected to military command.” In these courts, said the ICJ, the right to
appeal to civilian courts is not available, the right to a public hearing is not guaranteed; and “a duly
reasoned, written judgment, including the essential findings, evidence and legal reasoning, is
denied.” In addition, the procedures of military courts, the selection of cases to be referred to them,
the location and timing of trial, and details about the alleged offences are kept secret.

Who is sponsoring In his speech, Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi made two severe remarks about Pakistan.
terrorism? Firstly, Modi invited the world to recognise that there are those who are driven by humanity
Pakistan Observer, August 29, 2016 (indicating India) and on the other hand, there are those governments around who are inspired by
terrorism (pointing Pakistan). To prove his point, Modi said that when students/children were killed
in a school in Peshawar in a terrorist attack, India had tears in its eyes, whereas terrorism inspired
governments glorify terrorists and celebrate when innocent people are killed in a terrorist attack.
He added that the world will understand these two differences properly and this is sufficient for me.

Secondly, Modi stated, “| want to thank the people of Baluchistan, the people of Gilgit, the people
of Pakistan occupied Kashmir, as their citizens heartily thanked and honoured me. This statement
Modi gave in the wake of his earlier statement in which he had stated. “The root cause of unrest in
Kashmir is cross-border terrorism being encouraged by our neighbouring country. There was
enough evidence to prove that Islamabad was fuelling unrest in the region. For fomenting trouble
in the Indian Held Kashmir, Pakistan would have to answer for its ‘human rights (HR)’ violations in
Balochistan and the Pakistani side of the Kashmir.”

Modi knows quite well that the world fully understands that Pakistan cannot be blamed for
glorifying terrorism, infact, it is the country which has fought the war on terror most bravely and has
played a major role in defeating terrorism in the region and that is being acknowledged in the
world. On the other hand, it would make sense if so called humanity driven Modi and India also
learn to weep on killing, maiming and terrorizing the Kashmiri men, women and children using
more than 600,000 Indian security men deployed in the IOK to crush Kashmiris’ freedom struggle
for their right of self determination as per UNSC resolutions, rather than glorifying India’s state
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terrorism apparatus/ security men.

If Modi and India do not accept Kashmiris’ indigenous freedom struggle and blame Pakistan for so
called cross border terrorism, then why the people of IOK are protesting on the roads and to whom
India will blame for ongoing armed independence movements in seven north eastern Indian states
and Naxalites movement spread in more than 60 Indian districts. Modi and the world also amply
know that the people of Azad Kashmir and Gilgit are being governed by their own chosen
representatives and they enjoy all their basic rights in Pakistan. There are no HR violations ever
reported by international HR organizations there. On the other hand, Modi and India should answer
to the world for the rampant atrocities being committed by Indian forces in IOK, as also recently
condemned by the UN Secretary General.

Modi also blamed Pakistan for fuelling unrest in the region. In fact, Modi knows and the world
knows that it is India’s state apparatus that is sponsoring terrorism in the region, including terrorism
in Balochistan and other parts of Pakistan using RAW operatives placed in Indian Consulates in
Afghanistan. That has already been confirmed by the statements of senior US officials and
confessed by a regular officer of Indian Navy/RAW operative (Kalbhoshan Yadev) recently
apprehended by Pakistan, who was assigned to spread terrorism in Balochistan. Therefore,
instead of asking Pakistan to answer for HR violations in Balochistan, it is Modi’s India that has to
explain to the world for killing of innocent Pakistani Baloch people by their sponsored terrorists.

Now there is no doubt left that Modi is doing a double game with Pakistan, to win over the world
support against Pakistan by exploiting the sensitive subject of alleged Islam related terrorism and
to mask India’s state controlled terrorism in IOK and Balochistan. Whereas Indian leaders talk of
peace and resolving disputes bilaterally, on ground India is sponsoring terrorism and instability in
Pakistan and struggling to gain world support to cause harm to Pakistan’s integrity by getting it
declared by the UNSC as a state sponsoring terrorism. In reality, India wants to establish its
hegemony in South Asia at any cost.

Pakistan needs to be vigilant about India’s deception and designs. We need to conduct our
relations with India based on the realist theory of international relations rather than expecting
idealistic outcomes from that country on Kashmir. Hence, by maintaining peace with India based
on competing conventional and strategic deterrence, Pakistan should use, effective and bold
diplomacy to expose and counter India designs. It should also focus on its economic development,
nation building and further strengthening it militarily, as India would not listen to Pakistan on
Kashmir unless it is a strong country in every sense and can muster world pressure on India.

Pakistan has been facing the issue of terrorism since it entered into the war on terrorism, right after
the event of 9/11. Since 2004, several operations were conducted against the terrorist groups
located in the Waziristan belt (FATA). As a reaction, Pakistan has been facing suicide attacks not
only in its peripheries but right in the urban areas, with terrorists attacking hospitals, schools,
government installations, infrastructure and human beings — men, women and children — with
impunity. With no clear counter-terrorism policy in the past, except for the ill-planned military
operations in the northern belt; the security situation further worsened, resulting in the increase in
suicide attacks, internal displacements and economic losses.

The broad-based counter terrorism policy, taking the issue holistically, came into being in 2014.
The attack on APS that killed more than 200 children proved to be a turning point for Pakistan’s
counter terrorism policy. As a reaction to the incident, the public opinion forced the government to
bring National Action Plan, aimed at countering the terrorists militarily, economically, politically,
religiously, and by building a counter-narrative. It has been more than 2 years since NAP is in
place. Now is the high time that Pakistan’s counter-terrorism policy was evaluated.

Even before NAP, Pakistan launched a full-fledged military operation in North Waziristan termed
as ‘Operation Zarb-e-Azb’. Broadly, it has been a successful operation that weakened and
degraded the terrorists’ safe havens in North Waziristan. Around 90 % area has been cleared from
the terrorist groups. Although a successful strategy it was, yet there as some weak points in it. The
operation was launched with delays that allowed the terrorist groups, which were based in North
Waziristan, to flee in Afghanistan. Mullah Fazlullah and his TTP are a case in point. Had the
operation not delayed amidst the common perception of its happening in anytime soon; the military
forces could have captured Mullah and had broken the TTP network. Now the same Mullah and his
TTP are attacking Pakistan from Afghanistan, and have launched several deadly suicide attacks.

The corollary to the Operation Zarb-e-Azb is the border-control management between Pakistan
and Afghanistan. The long, porous border between both the countries allows the terrorist groups
from Afghanistan to conduct attacks in Pakistan. Another issue is that this unmanned border allows
the terrorists to move freely between Eastern Afghanistan and Northern Pakistan, thereby limiting
the gains of the military operation. In this regard, Pakistan has adopted the right policy of
managing its border, albeit at the cost of its relations with Afghanistan. It has been reported that a
long and deep trenches have been made along the border, as bordering it permanently with walls
and gates is not feasible given the 2200 KM long, porous and mountainous terrain. Afghanistan
needs to understand the border management is the common issue benefiting both the countries. In
this regard, there needs to be a strong communication and coordination with the Afghan
government to remove misunderstandings and concerns Afghanistan have regarding the border
issue.

Following NAP, Pakistan has taken some very important steps: 1) Rangers deployment in Karachi
2) Combing operations all over Pakistan 3) Anti-terrorism Laws. As we all are aware of, Karachi
had become the most insecure city of the country before the rangers were deployed there by the
federal government in consultation with the provincial government. The rangers operation in
Karachi proved successful as is reflective by the semblance of peace and security in the city. Since
2013, there has been a sharp reduction in the target-killings and such crimes. The security brings
with it the economic growth, spurred by Foreign Direct Investment and Internal Investments. So, it
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is something laudable, and the credit goes to Federal and Provincial governments, along with the
Rangers and Police. Having seen successes in Karachi, such operations, though ‘combing’ in
nature have been launched throughout the country.

In line with the counter terrorism policy, the important legislations were made. The acts, such as
POPA 2014, amendments in Section 21 EEEE of Anti-terrorist Act were passed to assist the law-
enforcement agencies. Besides it, the 21st amendment was passed, which constitutionalised the
creation of military courts parallel to the regular judiciary. Although such legislative measures were
contravening the fundamental rights, yet they were need of the time as Pakistan had been going
through emergency, which requires emergency measures. However, the POPA act is not in force
and the 21st amendment is going to expire soon due to the sun-set clause. Still, we have not put
any efforts in reforming our judicial system within the two years as was decided while passing 21st
amendment. However, all is not good in Pakistan’s counter terrorism policy. The problem lies with
Pakistan’s attitude towards the problem of terrorism. Basically, Pakistan’s policy is reactive in
nature. It only acts in response to the incident/event, rather than adopting a pro-active approach to
deal with the issue of terrorism. As said above, it has been more than 2 years since NAP is
passed, but the major steps as decided under the plan are not achieved. Only the Quetta attack on
Aug 8 nudged the government, and the implementation committee has been made to oversee the
implementation of NAP. There are still some issues that are not yet taken up by the government. It
includes: a) Madrassa Reforms b) Fata Reforms, c) No differentiation among the terrorist groups,
d) Reforming judicial system, e) Reforming civil law enforcement agencies, and f) Rehabilitative
efforts. Until all the 20-point agenda under National Action Plan is not achieved, the problem of
terrorism would continue to haunt Pakistan

LAHORE - PAT chairman Dr Tahirul Qadri yesterday announced to start decisive phase of Qisas
Movement from Sep 3 - the same day when PTI will stage a massive show in Lahore.

Addressing press conference at Pakistan Awami Tehreek head office Model Town, the PTI chief
alleged that the Indians working in sugar mills of Sharif family had links with the detained RAW’s
agent Kalbhushan Yadav. He claimed that the intelligence agencies got succeeded in capturing
the RAW’s operative after detecting connections of Sharif family’s Indian employees with
Yadav.“54 Indians are still working in sugar mills of Sharifs. They entered into Pakistan through
Wahga border and were welcomed by Punjab Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif at his guest house,”
Qadri held. He earlier addressed the protesting PAT workers in Karachi and Quetta via video link
from Model Town. The PAT ended its first phase of “Qisas (blood for blood) Movement” after
holding protests in the two main cities yesterday with Dr Qadri’s announcement to launch the final
phase of the movement by holding “Qisas and Pakistan Solidarity March” in Rawalpindi on
September 3. “Blood of Model Town’s victims would not go in vain. Solidarity March in Rawalpindi
will be decisive.” Qadri said that the Qisas Movement was not started alone to get justice for the
families of Model Town martyrs but its success would bring ultimate change in the country. “Our
movement is vital to end corruption in Pakistan. It is movement for seeking justice for the victims of
the tragedies of Peshawar School, Quetta Hospital, Gulshan Igbal Lahore, Wahga Border, Baldia
Town Karachi and Karsaaz Karachi,” he added. Tahirul Qadri, who directly blames Sharifs as the
perpetrators of August 2014’s Model Town incident in which 14 of his followers were killed in clash
with police, said the success of Qisas Movement will bring justice for every poor and deprived
person of the society. He alleged the Sharif family funded terrorist outfits in Punjab from where
they operated across the country. He said that the ruling family promoted terrorism in Pakistan to
divert the people’s attention from its corruption. “There is link between Sharif family’s corruption
and terrorism. Security agency must trace this link,” he stressed.

Earlier, addressing protestors of Karachi and Quetta, the PTI chief alleged the PML-N government
was hatching conspiracies to destabilise Pakistan with the support of India. He said he wondered
why the security agencies were bearing the ruling family after the proven fact of its deep friendship
with the country’s enemy, India.

A statement issued by the party said the Awami Muslim League President Sheikh Rashid, Jamaat-
e-Islami’'s Hafiz Naeemur Rehman, JUP’s Mufti Rafigur Rehman, Pakistan Sunni Tehreek’s Matlob
Awan addressed the protesters.

“Thousands of people participated in the protests which were also attended by the delegations of
all opposition parties,” the statement read.

LAHORE (Staff Report) — As many as four terrorists have been killed in an operation in the
Manawan area of Lahore, claimed the Counter Terrorism Department on Sunday.

According to the statement, the killed militants were allegedly involved in 2009 Moon Market
Lahore bomb blast. Arms and ammunition were also recovered during the operation. At least three
other accomplices of the terrorists managed to flee, the officials said.

ANKARA: Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim appreciated Pakistan’s support to democracy in
Turkey during the critical hour of the recent abortive military coup.

He was talking to Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif who called on him in Ankara, on Saturday.
He said both Pakistan and Turkey have historical friendship and they are working jointly to
eliminate the menace of terrorism.

Shahbaz congratulated the Turkey’s prime minister and its people for foiling the military coup in the
country. He said terrorism is a global issue and Pakistan and Turkey will work together to eliminate
terrorism from both of countries.

How to make CPEC safe of terrorism is the biggest challenge. The CPEC has a long route of 3000
km from Gwadar to Kashgar, which means it requires unprecedented level of security and massive
counter-terrorism measures at the highest level. Some say that Government has misplaced
perceptions of its counter-terrorism measures and strategies and it has over-played its successes
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since 2013. Critics are referring to the debate in the National Assembly that took place on 10
August. The road to security is still bumpy and much has to be done. They are India-Afghan centric
notions of insecurity but Government’s counter-terrorism decision-makers should also look into the
role of the third-party/parties with those having keen interests in Balochistan and CPEC to
sabotage the multi-billion project. The arrest of Kalbushan Yadav ahead of the Indo-Iranian pact of
Chabahar should and must be an eye-opener but much has not been brought out after the initial
reports were made. His direct involvement on Iran’s soil against Pakistan must not be treated as a
mystery and an isolated event of RAW’s activities. It looks that after his arrest, no success was
made and matter has gone into routine investigation business, which should not be the case. The
Quetta carnage of 8 August is yet another eye-opener. The blast killed 70 people and injured more
than 125. While speaking to a high level security meeting in Quetta the same day, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif hinted out that enemies were “dismayed of the CPEC”. He asked the army to take
action against terrorists. The Army Chief General Raheel Sharif categorically said that the Quetta
blast was made to sabotage CPEC. He said that Quetta attack was an attack on CPEC. The
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) termed it a bid to destabilize
CPEC projects.

In May, a blast hit the van of a Chinese engineer in Karachi. Although he was saved, the purpose
was to create havoc against the life of Chinese workers participating in CPEC projects. The
terrorist actions against Chinese workers were started right after the completion of the Gwadar
Port. The Quetta blast did not target Chinese workers but it aimed at creating a general
atmosphere against the CPEC as Balochistan is home to CPEC projects. Over 1300 km (or, a
quarter of CPEC road connectivity) rests in Balochistan with Gwadar Port and Air Port as key to
these projects. Conspiracy theory cannot be ruled out. There are interests of regional players and
big powers. There could be a number of possibilities of terrorist attack in Quetta. The India-Iran
nexus has not been much explored by law enforcing authorities. Iran has its right to use Chabahar
and to cooperate with India. One has to see if the Chabahar Pact has no implications for
Pakistan’s security interests. The reports in Indian media are alarming.

Kalbushan Yadav’'s case would largely determine the impacts of Chabahar on Pakistan. There is
an Afghan connection and its NDS activities in Balochistan. There is a collaboration between NDS
and RAW and this collaboration targets CPEC projects. Pakistan has to make efforts to expose the
NDS-Raw nexus.

Another possibility could be China’s home gown East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM). Some
of its elements might still be hiding inside Pakistan and in neighboring countries and they might be
used to disrupt the CPEC projects by anti-CPEC elements. The fourth factor could be role of the
extra-regional powers and their allies in the Gulf that could be upset by the building of the Gwadar
Port as it might damage their maritime commercial interests. All these involvements present the
presence of the maritime great game in Gwadar to upset Chinese interests in the Indian Ocean.

The Quetta carnage and any terrorist attack in the country are interrelated with the CPEC. The
Government should not “take full credit for decreasing terrorism” since June 2014 when Zarb-e-
Azb was launched to take military action instead of talking to terrorists after the attack on the
Karachi Jinnah International Air Port.

Terrorists have re-grouped themselves after their bankers were eliminated in South and North
Waziristan and in other parts of the FATA area. Now they have specialised targets with their
changed strategies. So far they have inflicted lost of losses deep inside in the country. They have
attacked military bases, educational institutions, public parks, busses and railways and religious
processions etc.

The Government should not take the “credit for lesser evils” compared to previous killings.
Terrorism is terrorism. It is bad in all forms — more or less. To say that they have decreased
terrorism shows the signs of a defeated mind. Terrorism should be rooted out completely without
any consideration. It is equally bad to compare the number of terrorist-related killings to the
previous regimes and compare it with the on-going regime. Do they know that this point squaring is
dreadful and highly demoralised? They should refrain from doing so.

To politely remind the Government, there were attacks on air base at Badabair, naval dockyard in
Karachi, and air ports at Karachi and Quetta during this regime and other military and security
installations including Peshawar Army School, Bacha Khan University in Charsada and Ismails
killings in Karachi. Imambargahs and churches were also targeted.

There are killings and high target people were killed even during 2013-16. Major-General
Sanaullah Niazi lost his life in September 2013 in Swat. Punjab Interior Minister Shuja Khanzada
lost his life in August 2014 in Attock and notable Qawal Amjad Sabri was shot dead in Karachi in
June and so was SP Chaudhary Aslam who lost his life in Karachi January 2014. Now we have
Quetta hospital blast. Government should not take “credit for lesser evils”. It should take actions
against terrorists. Otherwise, they know the result better than these analyses.

The Quetta blast asks many questions. How many terrorists were apprehended and brought to the
gallows so far? Is our counter-terrorist policy successful? How many terrorists were brought to the
Military Courts for justice? Only 40 of them were brought to the Military Courts. Is just 36 number of
hanging is enough to end terrorism in the country when over 80,000 lost their lives, says a report of
the international physicians organisations? There are no flaws in the National Action Plan (NAP)?
All is good is not a good policy. Senses should work more effectively than policies. It is as simple.

There should be no “praise” or “hate- game” as for the role of agencies and law enforcers are
concerned. They are Government functionaries and their task is to eliminate terrorism. It is natural
that people criticise their role when such inhuman incidents take place. Should they praise the
Interior Ministry that only 70 people were killed? Let's be sensible to such critical national
catastrophes.
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On Aug. 25, a dozen motorbike-riding terrorists killed a local land-revenue officer in Balochistan
and the half-dozen armed levies guarding him. This happened 85 kilometers from Gwadar. The
terrorists first occupied a checkpost and kidnapped the guards before stopping the officer and his
party and firing a rocket at them.

Since no one has owned the attack, the Pakistani mind will focus on the Baloch separatists who
see the federal government’s development of Gwadar as some sort of violation. In 2013, Pakistan
contracted with China to upgrade the port. It soon became a part of China’s “economic corridor”
through Pakistan, especially to carry Chinese imports, such as oil—which will land in Gwadar and
be refined there—through Pakistan on the road-and-rail network being developed by it with an
investment of $46 billion.

It is not only the Baloch separatists that Pakistan suspects of the latest killings. India has objected
to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) “because it passes through the disputed territory
of Kashmir (Gilgit-Baltistan).” India, denied land transit by Pakistan for its trade to Afghanistan and
Central Asia, has agreed with Iran to build Chabahar port on the Iranian coast as an alternative link
to Afghanistan. Pakistan has arrested an Indian spy in Balochistan earlier this year as proof of
India’s messing with the Baloch insurgency. India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi stirred the pot
further by suggesting Indian involvement in Balochistan, in his Independence Day speech.

It is strange that in our parts trade routes are seen as harbingers of war rather than peace and
prosperity. Pakistan’s protest that India uses Afghanistan to harm Pakistan implies rejection of
Chabahar and its Zaranj-Delaram highway to Afghanistan. The United States, given its “pivot” to
the east against China, is seen as partnering India in its anti-Pakistan strategy. The flaw lies in
Pakistan’s isolationism in this regard because China, already invested big in India, Iran and
Afghanistan, doesn’t go along with Pakistan’s worldview.

WASHINGTON (News Desk) — A State Department Spokesperson on Thursday called on
Pakistan and Afghanistan to cooperate in fighting terrorism, following allegations by the Afghan
President that the attack on the American University in Kabul was orchestrated from Pakistan.

At a regular briefing at the State Department, Spokesperson Elizabeth Trudeau refused to
comment on the allegation of responsibility for the attack, and instead asked Pakistan and
Afghanistan to cooperate in the fight against terrorism. As we have in the past, we encourage the
governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan to work together, not only in the wake of this attack and
to ensure that such attacks don’t happen again, the spokesperson stated. She asked the two
countries to increase their cooperation countering violent extremism. Asked if she think Pakistan
has not taken enough steps against terrorist groups, the spokesperson drew the attention of the
questioner to statement by Pakistan’s army chief that they would not discriminate while taking
action against terrorist groups.

Meanwhile, in a statement, US Secretary of State John Kerry condemned in the strongest term the
attack on the American University in Kabul, an institution created with the sole purpose to help
educate and enlighten the future leaders of Afghanistan.

The Secretary described the attack as a cowardly assault and said that this will ultimately fail to
deter the path of peace in Afghanistan. He said the American University of Afghanistan will
continue to serve as a beacon of hope for all Afghans. Pakistan has strongly condemned the
terrorist attack at the American University and extended profound condolences with the Afghan
government and the people of Afghanistan. It also reiterated condemnation of terrorism in all forms
and manifestations.

In a meeting on Thursday with Dr. Peter Lavoy, Special Assistant to the US President and Senior
Director for South Asia at the US National Security Coucil, in Islamabad, Foreign Secretary Aizaz
Ahmad Chaudhry highlighted the successes Pakistan has been able to achieve in dismantling and
eliminating the terrorists hideouts in FATA through operation Zarb-e-Azb. Dr. Lavoy noted that US
Administration recognized the efforts and sacrifices made by the Pakistani nation and its armed
forces in the fight against terrorism.

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan yesterday complained to the United States against its indifference to
Islamabad and halting of aid money. Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry protested that the
US did not acknowledge Pakistan’s efforts against terrorism despite the country’s commitment to
wipe out the menace.

In a meeting with Special Assistant to President Barrack Obama and Senior Director for South
Asian Affairs Peter Lavoy, Chaudhry said Pakistan had sacrificed more than any other country but
the US doubted its sincerity.

Earlier, the Pentagon decided it will not pay Pakistan $300 million in military reimbursements after
US Secretary of Defence Ash Carter decided not to tell Congress that Pakistan was taking
adequate action against the Haggani network. Relations between the two countries have been
frayed over the past decade, with US officials frustrated by what they term Islamabad’s
unwillingness to act against militant groups such as the Afghan Taliban and the Haggani network.

Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry said indiscriminate action was taken against all
extremist outfits in Pakistan including Haqgani network but the US did not acknowledge Pakistan’s
efforts. The foreign secretary discussed bilateral relations between the two sovereign states in
context of high-level political standings, said an official statement. Chaudhry stressed mutual
understanding and cooperation between the two countries to solve different issues. He said
Pakistan Army eliminated terror hideouts in the Federally-Administrated Tribal Areas, adding, all
organised networks of terror were targeted indiscriminately including the Haqgganis. He said
Pakistan did not believe in conspiring against other countries and will not allow its soil to be used
against anyone.

Lavoy said the US acknowledged sacrifices of the armed forces and the nation in war on terror and
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added that Pakistan’s role in peace restoration in Afghanistan was commendable. The special US
envoy said that both the countries, the United States and Pakistan, needed to continue efforts for
peace and stability in the region. Elimination of terror was in the interest of both the states, Lavoy
said.

Meanwhile, a delegation led by US Special Representative in Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard
Olson also held a meeting with Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif in Rawalpindi and
discussed regional security.

ISPR said that during the meeting regional security issues and matters of mutual interest, including
border management mechanism along Pakistan-Afghanistan border were discussed. The
delegation appreciated Pakistan’s resolve and continuing efforts towards fighting terrorism and
regional stability.

Commander Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan General John Nicholson was also present
on the occasion.

The $300 million amount was to be given to Pakistan under the Coalition Support Fund, a US
Defence Department program to reimburse allies that have incurred costs in supporting counter-
terrorism and counter-insurgency operations. Pakistan is the largest recipient.

According to Pentagon data, only $14 billion were paid to Pakistan under the CSF since 2002. The
decision by the Pentagon to freeze rest of the fund is a sign that while it sees some progress by
Pakistan in its military operations in North Waziristan, much work remains. Relations between the
United States and Pakistan were also tested in May by a US drone strike that killed Afghan Taliban
chief Mullah Akhtar Mansour on Pakistani soil. There has been growing resistance in the US
Congress to sending money to Pakistan. In March, Republican Senator Bob Corker said he would
use his power as the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to bar any US funding
for Islamabad’s purchase of $700 million of Lockheed Martin Corp F-16 fighter jets.

LONDON: Member of Parliament for Bradford West Naz Shah has asked the UK authorities to
consider proscribing the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) as a terrorist organisation because of
Altaf Hussain’s incitement of violence, attacks on Pakistan’s armed forces and the state of
Pakistan itself.

Naz Shah MP, who is member of the powerful Home Affairs Select Committee, has written to Sir
Bernard Hogan Howe, the chief of Scotland Yard; Amber Rudd, the new Home Secretary who
replaced Theresa May; and Keith Vaz, chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee.

In her letter to the Scotland Yard chief, Naz Shah MP asked him to explain why the police have
failed to take action against MQM founder over his several speeches which incited violence in
Pakistan. She argued that MQM founder’s speech of August 22 cannot be defended under any
circumstances. “Had this speech been made in a private setting we could well argue it is under the
freedom of speech. However, within the context of being in a position of political leadership and
addressing the public, his speech cannot be defended legally, morally or objectively. Furthermore,
has consideration been given to whether MQM should be proscribed as a terrorist organisation in
the UK and if not then please explain the reasons for the same.” She told the police chief that the
state of Pakistan has attributed recent civil and political unrest “directly to a speech made on
British soil by Mr Altaf Hussain”. She said that on August 22, 2016, MQM founder “made a highly
provoking, threatening and offensive speech against the state of Pakistan, Pakistan's law
enforcement Institutions as well as Pakistan's media” and as a result, two media houses were
attacked. She told the police chief: “Pakistan is our ally in our global fight against terrorism. The
Pakistan Army has been very successful in its Operation Zarb-e-Azb against militant groups and at
this crucial stage we should provide all necessary support and this includes taking immediate
action against those who use Britain to advocate violence in Pakistan.” She called on the Scotland
Yard chief to investigate MQM founder’s speeches under the Terrorism Act of 2006.

“We have witnessed the recent judgement in the case of the hate preacher Anjum Choudhry who
was convicted under the Terrorism Act 2006, a precedent has been set in that anyone who
encourages terrorism directly or indirectly inciting or encouraging others to commit acts of terrorism
will be investigated and prosecuted. |, therefore, ask the question why no action has been taken
against Altaf Hussain after his clear provocation, incitement to violence and advocating terrorism?”

MP Naz Shah added: “I request that these allegations are investigated as a matter of urgency and
all appropriate steps are taken to fully ensure that Altaf Hussain is not permitted to incite violence
and hatred whilst in Britain.”

In her letter to the chair of the Home Affairs Committee, Naz Shah MP questioned why the MQM
related cases in the UK are not being investigated under the terrorism legislation and said that
Altaf Hussain’s speeches have been “glorification of terrorism”. In her letter to the Home Secretary,
Naz Shah MP told Amber Rudd that British national Altaf Hussain’s speech on August 22 was “a
clear incitement to violence”.

“You may also recall that earlier this year Mr Hussain suggested his supporters may like to play
football with the decapitated heads of Karachi's police officers.”

Naz Shah said that Pakistan, a Commonwealth member, is a great ally in the international fight
against terrorism. “I have grave concerns that Mr Hussain's comments, made on UK soil, are a
threat to that burgeoning democracy and Pakistan's efforts to combat politically motivated
violence.”"MP Naz Shah asked the new Home Secretary to explain why the MQM has not been
banned because of its proven links with violence. “There exists a catalogue of historic police
investigations into both MQM and its leadership regarding potential links to terrorism, money
laundering and murder. In 2010, British Judge Lord Bannatyne stated that MQM was a 'violent
organisation' which had been responsible for the deaths of over 200 police officers. Given these
facts as Home Secretary can you please clarify why MQM is not proscribed as a terrorist
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organisation?”

She asked the Home Secretary, to whom the police reports, that Altaf Hussain incited violence and
glorified terrorism in his speech on August 22 against an allied nation but “why have British police
not launched any investigation?”.

MP Naz Shah indicated that she will subject the Home Secretary to questioning on this issue when
she appears before the Home Affairs Select Committee. “I have written to the Chair of the Home
Affairs Select Committee, the Rt. Hon Keith Vaz MP to also look into these issues as | understand
you will be appearing before the committee, of which | am also a member, in the near future.”

Naz Shah told the Home Secretary that Altaf Hussain’s naturalisation as a British citizen was
awarded as a result of a ‘clerical’ error in 2002. She called on the Home Secretary to review the
original decision. “I have not the slightest doubt that had a constituent of Bradford West been
similarly beneficent the matter would have been immediately re-examined and the UK nationality
rescinded, to this end | am also asking why this has not happened to date in the case of Mr
Hussain?”

Water terrorism by India In case of India and Pakistan water issue is partition old and India often manipulated tactics to
[ZZTIS CI RO T AVA IS W ok il  deprive Pakistan from its due share. Pakistan, in initial years after independence faced lot of
problems particularly in agriculture because of stoppage of water by India. As the major rivers
flowing towards Pakistan originate from India, dispute and sharing over water always came up as
an issue for Pakistan because of Indian stubbornness. To overcome problems an Indus Water
Treaty was signed between India and Pakistan with the help of World Bank in 1960. Apparently it
seemed that this agreement will put an end to water issue between two neighbours but with
passage of time it is observed that this treaty is often violated by India.

Before independence British constructed canal system to irrigate the area which is now modern
day Pakistan. Partition left that system dependent on India for supply of water to Pakistan.
According to Indus Water Treaty, water that flows into river Indus will be shared between the two
countries but as the tributaries of Indus River originate in India, it is always playing politics on
distribution of water to Pakistan. Before Indus Water Treaty, distribution of water was made on an
ad hoc basis. Following the treaty usage of three eastern offshoots of rivers Sutlej, Beas and Ravi
were given to India while three western rivers tributaries Chenab, Jhelum and the Indus were
approved for Pakistan.

All of these six rivers flow through Kashmir which is bone of contention between two South Asian
neighbours. Pakistan therefore depends on India for its water security. It is pertinent to mention
that Pakistan is one of the world’s most arid countries, with an average rainfall of under 240 mm a
year. The population and the economy are heavily dependent on yearly inflow into the Indus river
system which includes the Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej rivers and receive about
180 billion cubic meters of water that generally come from the neighbouring countries and mostly
from snow-melt in the Himalayas. The balance between population and available water already
makes Pakistan one of most water stressed countries of world and with rapid population growth it
will soon enter a condition of absolute water scarcity.

Pakistan definitely is concerned by Indian plans of making hydro power projects in Indian occupied
Kashmir. According to Pakistan, India violated the terms and conditions of Indus Water Treaty
many times by constructing dams and planning of more construction of hydro power projects
thereby gaining full control on the waters of western rivers. India in order to sabotage Pakistan
economically often generates water projects despite settlements through Indus Water Treaty. In
1984 India started building Wullar Barrage on River Jhelum in IHK. In mid 90s India again violated
IWT by construction of Baghliar Dam on River Chenab. In 2005, Pakistan pursued the World
Bank’s help to stop construction of the Baglihar dam.

Although WB allowed India to go ahead with venture after a few adjustments, yet it did not license
the interruption of the agreed quota of water flow to Pakistan. Indian decision to construct two
hydropower projects called Kishanganga on River Neelum are again violation of Indus Water
Treaty. India is taking undue advantage in construction of Ksihanganga and Ratle hydro power
projects on western tributaries. Indus Water Commission has also raised concerns on construction
of dams by India in occupied territory of Kashmir. Somehow it is observed that Pakistani authorities
and officials are not showing seriousness on Indian designs of Water terrorism against Pakistan.
Rather those who speak in favour of Pakistan and stress on construction of dams they are often
disregarded and removed from their duties. One of Chairman WAPDA was forced to resign for
advocating Kalabagh dam in his series of columns which is a sad situation for a country which
needs water reservoirs as many as possible. There is a dire need that Pakistan should take stand
on its water resources as soon as possible so that India be stopped from constructing dams with
malfunctioning designs on Pakistan’s share of water.

Pakistan must also work on steady basis to construct more dams to overcome problems related to
water scarcity and power generation. If Pakistan will not take this matter seriously, it will definitely
encourage India for its moves against Pakistan and will effect Pakistan’s stance on water
resources badly. The delay in making approach to World Bank to resolve dispute between two
countries and asking for appointment of neutral party is favouring Pak-India losing its position.
Awareness through print and electronic media can help in highlighting water scarcity and effective
management of available water reservoirs.

Pakistan won’t allow any Web Desk: General Raheel Sharif, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) visited troops engaged in combing
terrorist to use its soil for operations in Thall, Kurram Agency today. He was briefed in detail by operation commander about
terrorism: COAS security situation in Kurram and progress of ongoing combing operations and IBO Operations.

Channel 24, August 23, 2016 While expressing his satisfaction over progress of combing operations and the resultant security
environment, General Raheel Sharif appreciated the valour and gains made by troops and the
value these Operations are bringing to do cleansing of the area from terrorists and their
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sympathizers.

COAS said that as we consolidate gains of kinetic Operations in FATA, our emphasis is on rooting
out all their sleeper cells and a network of facilitators from FATA and across rest of the country.
COAS reiterated that our operations will continue across the board without any discrimination and
Pakistan will not allow any terrorist to use its soil for terrorism against any other country.

COAS reviewed new deployments and structures being made to improve border management and
directed stringent measures to check all cross border movement indiscriminately, in coordination
with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) and Resolute Support Mission( RSM) in Afghanistan.

Earlier on arrival at Kurram, COAS was received by Lieutenant General Hidayat ur Rehaman,
Corps Commander Peshawar.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister has said that peace in Karachi must be restored at all costs. He said
that economy of Karachi cannot be increased without restoring peace, 24 News HD reported. He
was addressing a ceremony in Islamabad, PM Nawaz said that electricity prices will be decreased
in coming days and Pakistan can’t get growth without power projects.

Talking on terrorism, the premier said that terrorists in Pakistan are taking last breaths. Work on
Thar Coal project should have started in previous government tenures, PM said. He said that
dozens of power projects are being settled across Pakistan. We have to generate power for
further, Nawaz Sharif added. “l asking people that who create loadshedding crisis in Pakistan and
it was certainly a criminal act”, Nawaz Sharif said. The prime minister further said that they will
eliminate terrorism from Pakistan. The prime minister said that he accepted loadshedding
challenges after wining general election 2013. The China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has
been started for Pakistan development, premier said..

Imagine a British person sitting in Karachi inciting violence in London. Violence which aims to
spread terror and establish a parallel government, halting all activities in London at an hour’s
notice. Lets suppose this specific person has a cult following of sorts. A sort that exceeds 4 million
supporters. Now this is a good mass of people, a crowd that would be difficult to control by any law
enforcement agency of the world. To fully comprehend the current reality, we must also suppose
that the Pakistani government is willing to do nothing to stop this person from wreaking havoc in
London.

In the above scenario, Pakistan would have to face immense consequences. The global
community would question the very motives of Pakistan. A country which has lost more than
25,000 law enforcement officials and civilians to terrorism would be accused of sponsoring it. The
West would further accuse Pakistan of providing safe haven to terrorists. There would be editorials
in all the major newspapers of the world.

Then why is it different when a criminal is sitting in London instead of Karachi can incite mobs to
kill journalists, politicians and security-forces personnel?

Curious case of Altaf Hussain

Yesterday, during a speech by Altaf Hussain, from the comfort of his residence in London, he
asked the party workers how they were allowing TV channels to air material against the party,
inciting them to attack unfriendly journalists in Karachi. This resulted in an orgy of violence and
madness that shut down the city for the rest of the day and resulted in the death of one and injury
of scores of journalists. Additionally, Altaf Hussain called for the breakup of Pakistan and murder of
the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the Army Chief General Raheel Sharif and the DG Rangers
Major General Bilal Akbar.

All this was done from London where authorities usually knock on your door if the music is too
loud.

Altaf Hussain, the leader of the Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM), has now been a resident of
the United Kingdom for over 30 years. His political party is notorious for organized crime in the city
of Karachi. Anybody who has had the opportunity of going to Karachi quickly learns that the city
can come to complete halt at any time. Public transport shut down, shops closed and those who
dare to defy often suffer the most lethal consequence, death. How you may ask? At the orders of a
leader who lives in North London suburb of Edgware.

Mr. Hussain is a notorious criminal of Karachi. Having nearly 72 cases to his name including 31
allegations of murder. With authorities hot on his tail, Altaf Hussain fled to the UK where he was
granted citizenship in 2002. Altaf left behind a complex network of organized crime. People who
would collect extortion money in his absence and continue to instill fear in the residents of Karachi.

An article by Owen Bennett-Jones in The Guardian about Altaf Hussain raises disquieting
questions about the way he was given British citizenship. Why no notice was taken for years of his
provocative speeches delivered from London? British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)
was alleged to be benefiting from having the man with ministers in Pakistan at their doorstep. In
the aftermath of Altaf Husain’s most recent speech on 22nd August 2016, the article seems to
make more sense then ever. Why is Britain allowing someone to incite violence in Pakistan? Will
this export of terrorism not create hue and cry in the global community? If Pakistan had committed
such outright sponsorship of terrorism, sanctions would have already been imposed.

MQM declared a ‘terrorist organization’ by British judges

The MQM has been declared a violent organization on two occasions by British judges. Ex Police
officers of Karachi have been given asylum due to threats by the MQM for registering cases
against party members. In one such case, the Britain court even recognized that the MQM has
killed over 200 police officers that have stood up to them.

This brings us to the question, if MQM has been widely accepted as a militant organization that
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has been recognized to be involved in organized crime, including money laundering in Britain
(breaking British laws), why is it that Altaf Hussain enjoys immunity from all laws in London?

MQM is also under investigation by London Met Police for the murder of its own leader Imran
Farooq, whose perpetrators, by their own admission, successfully fled Britain and were
apprehended in Karachi.

Why is Altaf Hussain so sure that he can flout British laws with impunity and always get away with
it?

Mi6’s ‘Viceroy’ in Karachi

The answer is simple, what Owen Benett Jones writes about MI6’s open patronage of Altaf
Hussain:

“British interest in the MQM is largely driven by the perception that the party offers a defence
against jihadis. But there is more to it than that. The MQM is British turf: Karachi is one of the few
places left on earth in which the Americans let Britain take the lead. The US consulate in Karachi
no longer runs active intelligence gathering operations in the city. The British still do. When it
comes to claiming a place at the top table of international security politics — London’s relationship
with the MQM is a remaining toehold,” he writes.

MI6’s support and protection of Altaf Hussain has become the most public secret of Britain’s spy
activities in Pakistan. And the agency does it with impunity too, from Altaf Hussain getting British
nationality in an unprecedented way bypassing all British laws, to Altaf Hussain being able to
speak to crowds of thousands and openly talk about murder without as much as a knock from the
police in a city where people can be sent to jail for noise complaints or smoking a cigarette inside
their own apartments is not an error of omission, but a well-considered pillar of British strategy in
Pakistan.

According to A S Daulat, former Chief of Indian intelligence agency Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), Altaf Hussain is “a guest of Mi6 in London” he said in a recent interview to NDTV. To be
exact, Altaf Hussain is not just a guest of MI6, but the classic middleman of colonial times, a
viceroy, that is deputed to project British power in the biggest city of a former colony. It seems that
MI6 is clutching on to to colonialism by its fingernails.

Duping the British public

The British public, which has a problem with Europe’s cultural influence of Britain, is not even
aware of the kind of influence their own government wants to exert on third-world countries using
violence and terrorism. The state-sponsored media in Britain largely stays quiet about the
clandestine activities of its own intelligence agencies that support violence in other countries. For
something of such scale that is so disruptive to the life of an average Karachiite, the attention this
issue receives from the British media and the British public is minuscule.

This should, if Britain is to be treated the way it treats other countries, result in Pakistan’s refusal to
act against any terrorists in Afghanistan or elsewhere that attack British security forces or civilians.
Not only this, but if Pakistan actively supports and provides safe heavens to terrorists responsible
for violence in Britain it should not be considered an act of aggression but an act of reciprocity on
the part of Pakistan. After all, Britain has no higher moral ground here anymore. Therefore, the
outright support that Britain provides to terrorism in Pakistan must stop if Britain is serious about
ending terrorism in the world.

Britain must take a stand against the atrocities committed by gangs and mobs on the behest of
Altaf Hussain. If they don’t then the global community must pressurize them to do so. Altaf Hussain
must be brought to justice and the United Kingdom is at the best position to make it happen. We
need from the British a powerful act against terrorism, not just useless rhetoric.
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13 districts declared high
risk in KP anti-polio
campaign

Daily Times August 29, 2016

Notorious bandit die of
ailment at Sukkur’s

hospital
Pakistan Today August 28, 2016

Congo fever: WHO
representative calls for

stringent precautions
The Express Tribune August 28,
2016
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: A three-day anti-polio vaccination campaign will kick-off on Monday (today) in 13
high risk districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the entire tribal region including seven Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and six Frontier Regions (FR).In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
immunisation campaign will be carried out in 604 union councils and 67 camps of displaced
families including Afghan refugees.This was decided at a meeting of the Emergency Operation
Centre (EOC) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, chaired by the coordinator Akbar Khan, here on
Sunday.Addressing the meeting, Akbar Khan said that during the campaign a total of 3,644,000
children below five years of age would be vaccinated and for this purpose 12,059 teams of trained
health workers had been formed. The immunisation process would be supervised by 2,643 area in
charges or supervisors.He maintained that the three-day campaign would start on August 29,
2016, whereas eight districts include Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, Mardan, Swabi, Swat,
Kohat, Karak, Hangu, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, DI Khan and Tank would be the targeted areas.
During the campaign, 67 camps of IDPs and Afghan refugees, and all the 604 union councils will
be accessed to immunise 36, 44000 children.Meanwhile, a three-day anti-polio campaign is also
beginning in FATA and Frontier Regions on Monday.The Expanded Programme on Immunisation
(EPI) Deputy Director for FATA, lkhtiar Ali, said that they had formed a total of 2964 teams of
community-based vaccinators to immunise children in the entire FATA and Frontier Regions.The
campaign will be followed by a catch-up of missed children, under the supervision and security
provided by political agents, commissioners and security forces. In the entire FATA and Frontier
Regions, 10,33,554 children below the age of five years will be vaccinated. According to an official
statement, FATA has so far reported only one polio case in 2016 as compared to 16 polio cases in
2015.

A notorious bandit of upper Sindh died at an under trial prisoners’ ward in Government Hospital
Sukkur in the wee hours of Sunday. He was suffering from paralysis. Sadiq alias Sadhu Narejo
was arrested in 2008 from Usta Muhammad Town of Balochistan by heavy contingents of
Khairpur, Sukkur and Shikarpur police. He was resident of Izzat Ji Wandh village along riverine
area within the limits of Ketty Mumtaz police station near Larkana. The bandit committed over 100
heinous crimes including murders, kidnapping for ransom and robberies. He was shifted to Central
Jail Sukkur on September 25, 2008, where he suffered a paralysis attack in 2010 and was unable
to move due to which he was shifted to Government Hospital in Sukkur for treatment. In 2015, the
anti-terrorist court of Khairpur awarded him capital punishment of hanging till death after finding
him guilty of serious charges. Due to illness, his heirs and relatives filed mercy appeal in the Sindh
High Court which is pending decision. At the very outset, Sadhu Narejo was a cattle thief and
remained in prison at that time for five years. In 1980, he went to jungles and became fugitive. He
also led gangs of other notorious bandits including Nazroo Narejo, Mubeen Narejo, and Gulu
Government, and was known for his wickedness. He abducted noted Sindhi artist Manzoor
Sakhirani, PIA employees, rice miller Santosh Kumar and head of Katpar community of Naundero
Muhammad Bux Katpar and set them free after getting huge ransom. He was carrying one million
rupees head money. He left behind two wives, seven sons and five daughters. He was buried in
ancestral graveyard in village Pir Jan Muhammad.

BAHAWALPUR: “Congo fever can become a global epidemic. Therefore, it is imperative that
stringent precautionary measures be taken to prevent its outbreak,” said a World Health
Organisation official at a public awareness seminar on Saturday.The seminar was organised by
World Health Organisation (WHO) and the National Institute of Health (NIH). Quaid-i-Azam
Medical College Principal Professor ljlal Haider Rizvi presided over the seminar. WHO
representatives Yahya Gulzar and NIH representative Mumtaz Khan were the chief
guests.Speakers at the seminar said Congo fever was an infectious disease which spread through
cattle ticks. They said the provincial government in collaboration with various non-government
organisations (NGOs) organisations had launched a drive to ensure livestock health across the
province.The speakers said hundreds of Livestock and Health Department teams had been
inspecting cattle farmhouses in urban and rural areas. They said insecticides had been sprayed in
cattle pens.Speaking on the occasion, Gulzar said there was no vaccine for Congo fever.“Citizens
should be careful when purchasing sacrificial animals for Eid. They should check the animals for
ticks in their hides,” he said.He said in medical terminology the disease was known as Crimean
Hemorrhagic Fever (CHF).“Congo virus is more dangerous than cancer. If untreated, it is fatal,” he
said. “A patient will develop fever and his eyes will swell,” he said.“White blood cell count in the
body drops rapidly and there may be internal bleeding,” he said.“Congo fever can become a global
epidemic so it is imperative that stringent preventive measures be adopted,” he said.

He said it was especially important for persons who worked with livestock.“They can take practical
some measures which include use of repellents particularly on exposed body parts. They must
always wear protective clothing with long-sleeved shirts, long trousers, boots or a head covering
and hand gloves.”™All items that attract rodents, which may carry ticks, should be removed. This
includes birdseed. Rodents burrows around the house or animal sheds should immediately be
destroyed.”For doctors, there are standard operating procedures that should be strictly followed,”
he said. “Avoid unprotected exposure to blood, body fluids, mucous membranes and non-intact
skin.When patients with Congo fever are admitted, healthcare providers must ensure that they are
kept in isolated ward and cared for using protective infection control measures.”Only designated
medical and paramedical staff and attendants should attend the patients after taking required
precautions.™|f you expect splashes of patient’s blood or body fluids, wear gloves, gowns, and use
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face protection,” he said.“All health workers who exposed to a potential Congo virus source should
report exposure to the hospital administration.Blood samples should be sent to the NIH for testing,”
he said.

Safe and sound: Regional PESHAWAR: The provincial health ministry has taken the lead and started carrying out activities
Blood Centre to become at the country’s first-ever Regional Blood Centre (RBC) as the facility is likely to be inaugurated in
the near future.The facility — which will not only carry out blood tests but provide blood
components to health facilities through a mechanism devised by using latest technology — has
been established with assistance from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau (KfW), a German bank at a
cost of Rs190 million. Officials informed KfW has sponsored 10 such centres across the country
including areas in Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Kashmir and K-P. The centre in K-P has been
completed before any of the other provinces’ with 60% assistance from KfW and 40% from the K-P
government.

functional
The Express Tribune August 28,
2016

The government also plans to establish such centres in Abbottabad, Swat and DI Khan, officials at
the RBC said. They said previously the system for blood transfusion in the region was in
shambles. Blood was being collected from replacement donors and those who could provide a
donor would be given blood.The officials also said that, previously a full bag of blood would be
provided to the patient even when the patient did not need all of it.“If someone needs fresh frozen
plasma, there is no need for the whole bag. We are now capable of providing fresh frozen plasma,”
the project’s director, Professor Dr Muhammad Tahir Khan, said. He added the facility could
separate red blood cells, platelets and plasma from the blood. He maintained LRH requires 48,000
units of blood every year but with support of the voluntary donors RBC will provide 50,000 units
annually which makes 150,000 units of red blood cells, platelets and fresh-frozen plasma and
easily manage LRH'’s demand.

Muhammad Tahir said only voluntary donors will be facilitated at RBC and the centre will keep a
record of donors, including barcodes on the donated blood bags to check hemoglobin levels of the
donor until the separation of the blood’s components. The barcode will also be used to track the
donation. He said health workers always demanded fresh blood but they did not know that frozen
plasma remains fresh for one year, red blood cells for five days and platelets for three days adding
that RBC guarantees safe screened blood components to patients.RBC’s director also confirmed
that a law is being processed at the provincial law department and will be tabled before the
provincial assembly in next session so that the safe blood transfusion act is promulgated. He
added that a committee, to be created in the near future, will make the selection of hospitals that
will benefit from the RBC.When asked about the different foundations collecting blood, Muhammad
Tahir said once the law is passed things will be channelized, however he added, “why would
somebody pay in exchange for blood at different foundations once free screened and safe
components are offered by RBC."Technicians at the facility said 480 different blood tests including
those for Hepatitis B, C and HIV could be carried out at the facility within 90 minutes adding that
not individual but hospitals will be facilitated at the centre, while donors will become RBC
members.

Public asked to be LAHORE: Post Graduate Medical Institute (PGMI) Principal and Lahore General Hospital Prof
cautious on Eidul Azha Ghiasun Nabi Tayyab has asked the public to be cautious while purchasing sacrificial animals for
Daily Times August 28, 2016 Eidul Azha because of the Congo virus threat.He noted that no anti-Congo virus vaccine has been
discovered, therefore "we would have to be very careful while purchasing sacrificial animals on
Eidul Azha". He asked the people to make sure that the sacrificial animals they purchase do not
have ticks in its hide and added that Congo fever is a fatal disease which can be avoided only by
adopting precautionary measures.Prof Tayyab expressed these views addressing an awareness
campaign about Congo virus held at the PGMI auditorium on Saturday. Dr Javed Asghar Magsi, Dr
Muheen Qasim and Dr Razi Hyder Zaidi also spoke at the event, which was attended by a large
number of doctors, nurses and members of the general public. Prof Tayyab said Congo fever is an
epidemic which is more lethal than cancer and grows in the skin of goats and other such animals.
"We must be very careful on Eidul Azha and take maximum preventive measures while dealing
with sacrificial animals," he said, adding that Congo virus originated from African countries and is
caused by ticks living in the skins of goats, cows, buffalos and camels. These tucks feed on the
blood of these animals.The patient of Congo virus suffers from nausea, fever, hunger, weakness
and swelling of eyes. His white blood cell count drops immediately and they start bleeding, which
leads to death. Prof Tayyab said Congo virus is spreading fast across the world "so we should be
very careful about it".

o\ e [T ER (oWl [ { (I [ B<I* B Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif approved the construction of 39 state-of-the-art hospitals
new hospitals across the country.Prime Minister Sharif was given a comprehensive briefing over the prime
Pakistan Today August 27, 2016 minister’s initiative to improve healthcare infrastructure across the length and breadth of the
country.The prime minister was briefed over the existing healthcare infrastructure in the country in
the context of population — hospital bed ratio and availability of inpatient care facility.The meeting
briefed that the ratio of beds per 1,000 people in Pakistan was zero to five in 1970, zero to seven
in 2005, zero to 61 in 2015 while zero to 62 this year.The prime minister approved the construction
of three hospitals in Islamabad with a capacity of 600 beds each and ten 50-bedded and 250-
bedded hospitals across the country. He also directed to restore work on one obstetrics and
gynecology hospital in Rawalpindi that had been stopped in 2011 due to devolution.The prime
minister also approved in principle, the proposed sites for two more hospitals in the federal capital.
He directed that four to five 100-bedded hospitals be completed in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan.He said that he would personally monitor the progress on hospitals in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi and other parts of the country. He said government is simultaneously targeting poverty
and disease through infrastructure development and establishment of healthcare infrastructure
across the country.He said it is the responsibility of the government to ensure healthy living for the
citizens so that they can contribute towards the development and prosperity of the country without
any hindrance. The total cost on the construction of these 39 hospitals will be Rs 110 billion.
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KARACHI: Provincial Minister for Education Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has said that keeping in
view the current scenario of education; an education emergency should be declared in Education
Department to improve the education system in Sindh province adding that everyone at district and
tehsil level has to be mobilized to achieve objectives. This he said while presiding over a meeting
here in his office on Friday. He said that a meeting would be called of all DOs and THOs to
improve teaching process in schools and they had been directed not to sit in their offices and to
visit their respective schools on daily basis and whatsapp their visits report every day to Minister
Education. The Minister Education Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar added, 'A whatsapp group of
educational officers at division level is being formed in order to monitor their performance on daily
basis." He warned the officers that if teaching staff was found absent or interruption in teaching
activities, an action would be taken against DO and THO concerned. He said that he would himself
pay surprise visits to educational institutions regularly and would take action against them on the
spot.

Multan: Dengue disease fear has increased in Multan city after continuous rain as various roads
and streets of the city have inundated following dense rain, 24 News HD reported on
Saturday.According to Health Ministry, two dengue patients have been admitted in Multan Nishtar
Hospital whereas at least 119 dengue patients have been admitted in this year. Cases of dengue
virus in the area are continued while dengue has been found in at least 1143 places of the city
during dengue surveillance.The Health Ministry said that high alerts have been issued to
concerned departments to take measure for eradicating the virus and inform people about
precautions.Number of patients’ beds have been increased following increase in dengue fever
patients in Nishtar Hospital, Ministry said.

At least two women died on Saturday after drinking poisonous water in Charbagh area of
Swat.According to police, instead of tonic powder, a woman mixed poisonous powder in water.
After drinking the water, the woman, her mother in law and one-year old child fell unconscious.The
victims were rushed to the hospital but two women died on the way while the child was admitted in
the hospital.

QUETTA: The death toll from the deadly Congo virus has reached 9 in Quetta with two more
patients passing away on Friday.According to sources at the Fatima Jinnah Hospital, the deceased
were residents of Quetta and Loralai. Two patients are also being treated at the hospital for
Congo.With Eid-ul-Azha almost upon us, health experts are advising citizens to take special
preventive measures to avoid contracting the virus.According to them, healthcare workers caring
for patients with suspected or confirmed Congo virus or handling specimens from them should
implement standard infection control precautions.These include basic hand hygiene, use of
personal protective equipment, safe injection practices and safe burial practices, Dr Wasim
Khawaja a public health specialist at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) said.He said
that to reduce the risk people should wear protective clothing like long sleeves or long trousers and
wear light coloured clothing to allow easy detection of ticks on the clothes.He said people should
use approved chemicals intended to Kill ticks on clothing use approved repellent on the skin and
clothing regularly examine clothing and skin for ticks if found remove them and avoid areas where
ticks are abundant and seasons when they are most active.Meanwhile, the health department has
so far also not distributed any gloves, jackets, and any other mandatory safety accessories for the
handling of Congo virus patients at public-sector hospitals.Congo virus is a widespread viral
disease that is commonly spread by ticks found on hairy animals.The situation needs extra
attention as cattle markets are being set up across the country for public to buy sacrificial animals
for the religious occasion of Eid-ul-Azha.

LAHORE: Punjab Saaf Pani Company (PSPC) board of directors on Wednesday approved
appointment of the world-renowned consultants to provide expert opinion and ensure transparency
in the implementation of Khadim-e-Punjab Saaf Pani Programme in the province.PSPC has been
mandated by the BoD to hire services of consultants from the joint venture of Engineering
Consultancy Services Punjab (ECSP) and Fichtner Consulting Engineers, Germany’s largest
independent firm of consulting engineers of international standing, to supervise 14 contracts being
awarded in ten districts of Punjab.For public and private sector infrastructure service providers
such as utilities, Fichtner offers a comprehensive interdisciplinary range of consultancy services.

Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) apprehended 30 electricity pilferers in various
regions of the company in raids during its ongoing drive against power pilferers.The IESCO
spokesman told APP here that 15 culprits were caught red handed from Rawalpindi, 10 from
Attock, three from Islamabad and two from Jhelum circles.He said the drive was launched on the
directives of CEO Dr Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan.All the culprits were found involved in power theft
through direct line (Kunda System) and by broken security strip of the meter, he added.He said
FIRs have been lodged against power thieves under the new electricity (Amendment) Act.He said
the IESCO was committed to taking stern action against the power thieve across its all five
regions. He also requested its valued customers to inform about power theft on IESCO’s new
Roshni 8398 SMS service.He said the new ‘ROSHNI SMS Service 8398 and 118 helpline was
serving commendably in entire IESCO region including Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Jhelum, Chakwal
and Attock circles.This service was getting massive response from its users, he said.He said
complaints regarding tariff, temporary connection, late receiving of electricity bills, over billing, low
voltage complaint could also be lodged through this service beside information about power theft
by sending SMS to Roshni 8398.

Faulty sewerage lines and overflowing gutters are creating problems in various parts of the city,
people complained on Friday.The people of Johar Colony, Model Town, Garden Town, Bismillah
Homes, Muradabad, Farooq Colony, Sultan Colony, Shamsher Town, Zafar Colony, Old city
blocks, Kalyar Town, Cheema Colony have been affected the most.The area dwellers said that no
remedial measures have been taken by the authorities concerned despite lodging of complaints
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with the cantonment and the tehsil municipal administrations.A resident of Bismillah Homes, Malik
Sajid, told the news agency that streets in his area present the look of a pond, as the whole
sewerage system had been blocked.A spokesman for the Cantonment Board office said that
clearing of sewerage pipelines was underway and vacuum machines had also been brought to the
affected areas. He said that sewerage lines would soon be cleared.

LAHORE: Most of the victims of August 1 Quetta blast, where over 70 persons including 53
lawyers were killed, are of the view that had there been appropriate health facilities, at least to
administer first aid to the injured persons, the rate of fatalities would have been much lower.The
blast at Quetta Civil Hospital wiped out the top leadership of Balochistan’s lawyers’ community. Dr
Abdul Malik lost his son Daood Kasi in the blast. Kasi was a lawyer and former President of
Balochistan Bar Council. He had gone to the hospital to show solidarity with Bilal Kasi who had
been shot dead a few hours earlier to the blast at the Quetta Civil Hospital.“We had to rush my son
to the Combined Military Hospital (CMH) because there was not enough space and facilities at the
Civil Hospital. Even at CMH, some victims had to be overlooked to take care of others,” said
Malik.A survivor, Attaullah Langove, while talking to News Lens Pakistan from Karachi where he
was under treatment, reaffirmed that the victims had been left unattended. He stated that many
fatalities were the result of the absence of first aid at the scene of the blast.According to Langove
84 blast victims were getting treatment in Karachi. “The civil hospital and CMH both are
unequipped and unprepared to handle such a massive causality,” said Langove.

On the morning of August 1, Bilal Kasi, President Balochistan Bar Council, was killed in an
ambush in Quetta at Mano Jan Road, as he was going to work from home. When his body was
taken to Civil Hospital, a large number of lawyers gathered to mourn Kasi’s death. Just as the
crowd swelled at the emergency ward that included lawyers, members from civil society and media
persons, a suicide bomber wearing an eight-kilogram explosive laden vest exploded himself in
front of the emergency ward.“The explosion was so powerful that it shattered the windows of the
surgery rooms of the hospital. One could see swirls of dust in almost every part of the hospital,”
said Dr Shehla Sami, a senior doctor at Civil Hospital Quetta.She told News Lens Pakistan in a
telephonic conversation that most of the staff at the hospital had fled the blast scene. “I could not
see any doctor or paramedic. | was rather the only one attending the victims.”She further said that
the lawyers who were not injured helped her carry the wounded to the surgical department.
“However, | would say that most of the people died because of not getting the right kind of first
aid.”She explained that since the lawyers did not know how to carry an injured person, many
people expired because their heads dangled while they were being transported to the emergency.
It was after 40 minutes of the blast that the ambulance from Edhi Center began pouring in, Sami
added.“We had five ambulances at the civil hospital. According to the drivers present at the
hospital, the ambulances were shifting patients to other hospitals. Though | still cannot understand
if the ambulances were out, what the drivers were doing at the hospital,” Sami said

Area wise Pakistan’s largest province, Balochistan has been a troubled region for almost forty
years. Five military operations have been conducted to tackle low-level insurgency in the area. So
far, 1400 incidents of targeting the minority Shia and Hazara community have taken place in the
last 15 years.Other than the insurgency, Balochistan is the poorest and most neglected province in
the country. Every government in the center has been promising and allocating Balochistan
package to bring the region out of poverty. None has shown any result.During the fiscal year 2014-
15, the federal government provided Rs 15 billion for development projects in Balochistan. The
funds were never utilized by the provincial government and were subsequently returned to the
federal government.Additional Secretary Health Balochistan, Abdul Rauf told News Lens Pakistan
that the trauma center at the Civil Hospital is still under-equipped due to the paucity of funds. He,
however, disagreed with Dr Sami’s statement that the doctors and paramedic staff at the hospital
were not present during the initial forty minutes of the blast. “I rushed to the hospital as soon as the
news reached us, and took charge of the situation,” said Rauf.The attack has been claimed by
Jamaat ul Ahrar, a splinter group of Tahreek-e- Taliban Pakistan. No one from the security
agencies though took the responsibility of their negligence. A raft of blame game ensued in the
wake of the blast in the country.Dr Malik who had lost his son and at least six other family
members in the explosion, said, “Instead of indulging in blame game, our leaders should sit
together and form a national policy to cope with this kind of situation. | would only pray that the
sacrifice our people are giving would wake the nation from the slumbers of ignorance.”

The intermittent downpour in Lahore on Thursday turned weather pleasant.At the same time, rain
also exposed Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO)’s performance as more than 80 feeders
tripped.The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) also warned that heavy downpour may
trigger flash floods and landslides in vulnerable areas of Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Kashmir.On the other hand, there was no electricity in different areas as more than
80 feeders tripped in the city.The local authorities said that process is underway to restore power
in the affected localities.The maximum temperature in Lahore was recorded as 30°C while
humidity in the air is 95.

Health experts on Thursday advised the citizens to take special preventive measures to protect
from carrying Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF).According to them, healthcare workers
caring for patients with suspected or confirmed Congo virus or handling specimens from them
should implement standard infection control precautions. These include basic hand hygiene, use of
personal protective equipment, safe injection practices and safe burial practices.Dr Wasim
Khawaja, a public health specialist at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), said for
reducing the risk of tick-to-human transmission, people should wear protective clothing like long
sleeves or long trousers and wear light coloured clothing to allow easy detection of ticks on the
clothes.He said people should use approved chemicals intended to kill ticks on clothing, use
approved repellent on the skin and clothing, regularly examine clothing and skin for ticks, if found,
remove them and avoid areas where ticks are abundant and seasons when they are most
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active.Dr Khawaja said that in order to reduce the risk of animal-to-human transmission, people
should wear gloves and other protective clothing while handling animals or their tissues in endemic
areas, notably during slaughtering, butchering and culling procedures in slaughter houses or at
home.He added to reduce the risk of human-to-human transmission in the community, people
should avoid close physical contact with CCHF-infected people, wear gloves and protective
equipment when taking care of ill people and wash hands regularly after caring for or visiting ill
people.

Punjab Human Organs Transplantation Authority (PHOTA) has allowed only 15 hospitals of
Lahore and Rawalpindi to transplant kidneys.A mechanism will soon be evolved for action against
the hospitals which are not registered with the authority for transplantation of human organs.This
was informed in a meeting of evaluation committee of PHOTA presided over by Advisor to Chief
Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique.The meeting was told that regular inspection of
registered hospitals for transplantation of human organs will be conducted and it will be
compulsory for these hospitals to intimate PHOTA 48 hours before such operations and the
hospital will also prepare a calendar of operations for this purpose.The hospitals registered for
transplantation will display the logo of PHOTA prominently at the hospital. It was said the
government is ensuring that no hospital should undertake organ transplantation without proper
facilities and that stern action would be taken against those violating these instructions.Khawaja
Salman Rafique said that consultations had been made with Secretary Law and other legal experts
for amendments in the laws of Punjab Human Organs Transplantation Authority and that
legislation would soon be undertaken. He said that action would be taken against the donor as well
as the recipient in case of illegal kidney transplantation.

As many as 65 new HIV/AIDS positive cases have been registered in last two months between
June 20 to August 20 at Chandka Medical College Hospital (CMCH) Larkana’s HIV/AIDS
Treatment and Care Centre.The number of HIV/AIDS cases has risen from 1,195 to 1,260,
sources revealed on Wednesday.As many as 108 patients have expired, out of which 90 were
males, 14 females, and two each children and transgenders. Larkana still tops the list as it has 637
patients followed by Kambar-Shahdadkot having 178 positive cases, Dadu comes third having 122
patients, Khairpur Mir has 111 cases, Sukkur 50, Shikarpur 48, Jacobabad 30, Kashmore-
Kandhkot 26, Naushehro Feroze 20, Ghotki 15 and Jamshoro 11 positive patients.Out of 1260
cases, as many as 989 are males, 226 females, 16 children and 29 eunuchs and only 737 are on
Highly Active Anti-Retroviral Therapy (HAART) as others have left the treatment incomplete as
they were unable to bear the travelling cost to Karachi for viral load test which is necessary to
determine the treatment benefits.This facility is not available in the centre despite the large number
of cases. Out of these patients, 658 are between the age group of 18 and 30 years, 351 between
31 and 40 years, 146 between 41 and 50, 42 between 51 and 60, ten between 61 and 70 years,
37 are below 18 years, and 16 are children. At least 81 patients are on isoniazid (INH), 49 on anti-
koch and three are multi-drug resistant (MDR) cases.Experts fear that the home district of Bhutto
leaders will emerge as the top most HIV affected area in the province one day. According to them,
there are thousands of more cases which have not been screened so far.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) Restoration movement on Monday
held a protest to press on their demands at the hospital.Addressing the protesters, speakers said
that the agitation would continue till their demands were fulfilled and they were provided their basic
rights. Later, talking to media, President PIMS Restoration Movement Dr Asfandyar and General
Secretary Riaz Gujjar alongwith other leaders said that the employees of PIMS were fighting for
their existence.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Garbage heaps at various areas of Rawalpindi irked the residents as it was causing
several diseases and was the major  cause of  polluted environment.
Many areas have serious environmental impacts like infectious diseases, land and air pollution due
to blockage of drains and water pollution in natural streams. Citizens complained that failure of the
sanitation authority could be witnessed in areas of Sir Syed Chowk, Arya Mohallah and Khayaban-
e-Sir Syed due to improper managmnet of garbage dumping.They said that the situation is
becoming very complex in the city due to industrialization and urbanization.“Open dumping, open
burning and un-engineered sanitary landfilling of solid waste were the wrong disposal practices
adopted by the local authorities,” said a resident of Syed chowk, Abbas Ahmed.He added these
methods of solid waste disposal were causing environmental degradation in the city. —APP

The livestock department vaccinated 26,827 animals in the district to save them from ticks and
ward off Congo virus.In a statement issued on Monday, Livestock District Officer (DO) Dr Saliha
Gull said that livestock department had launched a vigorous campaign against ticks as these were
easy mean of transmitting Congo virus.She said that livestock department teams had so far
arranged 12 seminars for creating awareness among the cattle farmers about the vaccination of
their animals.She said that farmers’ days were organised across the district besides delivering
lecturers to the students of various educational institutions.
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