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HEAVY RAIN, THUNDERSTORM LASH PARTS OF PAKISTAN Heavy rain, thunderstorm
M| Heavy rainfall and deadly windstorms hit Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Peshawar,
Lahore and some other parts of the country on 1st June 2016 which claimed at
least 15 lives and left 173 injured. Besides uprooting poles, signboards trees of all
major avenues and link roads, the catastrophic storm caused huge damage to
MuzarFarRABAD | Moving and parked cars and damage to housing infrastructure. Electricity and
communication system throughout the twin cities of Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
most parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa faced serious disruption. According to Pakistan
Metrological department, the storm had intensity over 148km/h and 120km/h in
HaTjaN| Islamabad and Rawalpindi, respectively. Weather experts examined that the wind
storm was dangerous as it lasted for 25 to 30 minutes at different places .DG
PMD, Ghulam Rasul said that the Storm originate from Chitral and enter into
LARIPUR AZAD | |slamabad and Rawalpindi passing through Dir, Sawat, Mardan and Charsadda
KASHMIR | The storm claimed 8 lives in twin cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi and left 133
injured. The Metro bus station’s roof at the 6th Road, Rawalpindi was blown away
and the bus service was suspended. The flight operation at the Benazir Bhutto
International Airport in Islamabad was also suspended and flights were diverted to
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Lahore instead of Islamabad due to the windstorm. Wind storm followed by heavy
rain claimed 7 lives in Peshawar and other tribal areas of KP and left 40 injured.

KURRAM Several walls and roofs collapsed while trees fell due to the heavy rain and storm .
AGENCY People pick up a fallen billboard in Islamabad

N. WAZIRRGTA

FR BANNU
BANNU
IRASTAN JHELUM
GUYIRAT
LAKKI
7 MARWAT
MIANWALI

DI
Turkmenistan ekistay Tajkistan
GILGIT;
BALTISTAN
KHYBER!
o

MANI
BAHAUDDIN
PAKHTUNKHWA'
<HWA

492.51.282.04491835 9288|maps @alhasan com
Al Rights Reserved - Copyright 2016
‘www alhasan.com

Anumber of cars were damaged in the storm.
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DETAILS

As the holy month of Ramadan is all set to begin, Pakistan Meteorological Department has
predicted a hot spell starting from Monday (June 6) to Thursday (June 9) this week. As per local
media reports, the mercury could rise to 48 to 50 degree Celsius in the plains of Sindh and Punjab,
informed the met department.

As the predicted hot spell, is to coincidentally hit during the fasting month of Ramazan. The met
has advised people to observe caution during the scorching weather. As per the recently issued
Pakistan Economic Survey 2015-16, the temperature changes under current circumstances are
expected to be higher in Pakistan in the long run than global averages, on account of being
located in a warm climate region and being more vulnerable to climate changes due to diverse
topographic and demographic settings.

As per Pakistan Meterological Department, the foremost concentration of scorching heat will be in
central & southern plain areas of the country including Sahiwal, DG Khan, Multan, Bahawalpur,
D.l.Khan, Bannu, Sukkar, Larkana, Shahid Benazirabad, Hyderabad, Sibbi, Naseerabad divisions.
The report added that due to pre-monsoon heat, the hot and humid weather conditions are likely to
prevail in Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Faisalabad, Sargodha, Kohat, Peshawar divisions
during the period.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Ateeq Shaikh will raise the Muttahida Qaumi Movement’s concerns over
the 1,300 child deaths in Tharparkar district over the past month, as reported by the National
Commission on Human Rights (NCHR) in the Senate on Monday.

The MQM senator told The Express Tribune that both the federal and provincial governments
should be held responsible for failing to address the decades-old issue of infant and child mortality
in the drought-prone district.

Faulting the feudal mindset prevalent in remote rural areas in Sindh and Punjab for the latest
humanitarian crisis, he said that women and children were badly affected by it. Citing poverty as
the main reason for such deplorable living conditions, he said that lack of public awareness also
contributed to the worsening of the situation at the local level. “Instead of gaining political mileage
by building massive infrastructures, the government should focus on addressing this human rights
issue,” the lawmaker said. to him, poor communication and lack of access to healthcare has further
aggravated the problem. Referring to negligible allocations for human rights in the current fiscal
year, Shaikh said that the incumbent government’s priorities did not include human rights. It
seemed more interested in developing infrastructure to shore up their bank holdings, he added.

According to the Global Nutrition Report, based on a survey of 193 countries, a majority of children
in Pakistan “are malnourished and only a small number is growing up healthy”. The report released
last year, observed that in Pakistan, the percentage of children under five who were not stunted or
wasted ranged between 43 and 48 per cent.

According to a Unicef report, two out of every five (44 per cent) children under five years of age are
stunted, 32 per cent are underweight and 15 per cent children are suffering from acute malnutrition
in Pakistan. Last year, 45 children below five years of age died in Tharparkar alone on account of
malnutrition, pneumonia and lung diseases.

Owing to deficiencies in diet and nutrition, women give birth to malnourished babies and life
expectancy is seriously affected in the backward areas of Sindh. Malnutrition across generations
continues to threaten life expectancy. In its annual report released earlier this year, the
commission called upon the government to take urgent measures to address food insecurity and
nutritional needs of children, especially in Tharparkar district.

ISLAMABAD: The World Environment Day was observed on Sunday across the globe including
Pakistan with the aim of raising global awareness to take positive action to protect the
environment. The Ministry of Climate Change and other organisations working for the protection of
the environment organised seminars and events in all four provinces including the federal capital.

The day is celebrated every year on June 5 to raise global awareness about the environmental
issues. It is observed under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
Over the years the World Environment Day has been used as a global platform for public outreach
in over 100 countries. It also serves as the ‘people’s day for doing something positive for the
environment, galvanising individual actions into a collective power.

The day is observed in order to highlight a range of environmental problems, including climate
change, waste management, unsustainable consumption, degradation of natural resources and
extreme natural disasters. Last month, at the second United Nations Environment Assembly in
Nairobi, UN “Wild For Life” global campaign was launched, led by the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
and the Convention on the International Trade in Wild Species of Fauna and Flora (CITES).

The campaign asks everyone to pledge to end illegal trade of wildlife — from ordinary citizens, who
can ensure they do not buy prohibited products, to governments, who can pursue change though
implementing effective policies to protect species and ecosystems.

Angola, which is this year's World Environment Day global host, has served notice that it will no
longer tolerate the sale of illegal wildlife products and is strengthening legislation and increasing
border controls as part of efforts to restore elephant populations that were devastated by the
country’s civil war. Such actions have sent a strong message that wild species of plants and
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animals are a precious commodity that must be sustainably managed and protected from illegal
trade.

LAHORE: Like other parts of the world, the Pakistan Engineering Congress (PEC) also celebrated
the World Environment Protection Day in Lahore by conducting technical lectures to raise
awareness to take positive environmental initiatives to protect nature and the planet earth.

The PEC president Engineer Ch Ghulam Hussain, addressing the seminar, said that initiative
helps general public for doing something positive for the environment, galvanizing individual
actions into a collective power that generates an exponential positive impact on the planet. He said
that the environment day also highlights a range of environmental problems, including climate
change, waste management, unsustainable consumption, degradation of natural resources, and
extreme natural disasters.

The speakers said that the day is held each year and is one of the principal vehicles through which
the United Nations (UN) stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment. The day promotes
ways to improve the earth’s environment, such as conserving forests.

World Environment Day is celebrated in many ways in all countries of the world. Activities include
street rallies and parades, as well as concerts, tree planting, and clean-up campaigns. It is
celebrated to make aware the common public about the environmental issues. World Environment
Day was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the
Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. Another resolution, adopted by the General
Assembly the same day, led to the creation of UNEP.

KARACHI: The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is revising building codes for
entire Pakistan, especially for the areas prone to deadly earthquakes. The authority is also trying to
impose criminal penalties over violators of the building codes to prevent loss of precious human
lives in case of natural disasters.

In addition to that, the disaster management authority is building capacity of the media and training
journalists in playing an effective role in search and rescue missions, disaster preparedness,
awareness of masses and ultimately saving precious lives in case of natural and man-made
calamities. This was said by Engr Syed Ayub Shah, NDMA Director Information and
Communication Technologies, while speaking at a media workshop on reporting disasters at a
local hotel on Saturday.

The workshop was organised by the NDMA in collaboration with Unicef to enhance capacity of
media personnel on reporting of the natural disasters. The NDMA communication expert said
media could play an important role in saving precious lives by conveying valuable information to
people trapped in a disaster-hit area. He also urged the media personnel to enhance their capacity
of reporting natural and man-made disasters to play their role affectively during calamities.

He claimed that due to its unique topography, Pakistan was prone to all kinds of natural disasters,
including strong earthquakes in the Northern areas, extreme drought in Balochistan and Sindh,
strong floods in plains of Punjab and Sindh, flash floods in hilly areas, Tsunamis and Cyclones in
the coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistn and deadly heat waves in Sindh, Punjab, Balochistan
and some areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to him, the frequency of natural disasters had intensified during the last 10 to 12 years
and in this period, around 1.2 million people were killed, 2.9 billion were affected and a damage of
1.7 trillion US dollars was done due to different types of natural disasters, including earthquakes,
tsunamis, floods and forest fires. “The climate change is resulting in extreme weather patterns all
over the world as the overall temperature in the world has increased 1.4 degrees Celsius since the
start of the last century. Pakistan is on the 8th place in the Global Climate Risk Index and it is also
one of the most affected countries due to climate change in the world”, he informed. Pakistan had
faced worst kind of disasters during the last 11 years, including mega earthquake of 2005, super
floods in 2010 and 2011, heavy rains and flash floods in 2013 and deadly heatwave in 2015 in
Karachi, he added.

The NDMA expert maintained that due to population density, the lack of awareness and education
and absence of any proper training, Pakistan was prone to have massive casualties in case of
natural disasters in the future and in order to prepare and mitigate, the NDMA was planning to train
and sensitise media in the first phase of its preparedness mission. “We cannot fight with natural
disasters but can prevent, mitigate and prepare ourselves against the likely impacts that may occur
during any disaster. In this regard, information exchange with the general masses through regular
media reporting on natural disasters can play a pivotal role in saving manly lives”, he maintained.

Another NDMA expert, Ahmed Kamal, said Pakistan was blessed with a very well informed, vibrant
and active media on national as well as regional level that had always played a crucial role during
any natural disaster situation.

Prime Minister House has sent an alert to the Sindh chief secretary that interior Sindh and Karachi
will have extraordinary rains during the forthcoming monsoon which can cause floods in Karachi.
Kamran Ali Afzal Joint Secretary (Implementation) Prime Minister House in a letter has written to
all the chief secretaries that the PM House has received an alert from Director General Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD) Hazrat Mir regarding extraordinary rains in Sindh and Karachi
during the forthcoming Monsoon.

The letter states that the Global Climate Models suggest normal monsoon in Pakistan. It further
states the monsoon forecast by Met Office is issued on second fortnight of June which will have 10
per cent deviation with Global Climate Model prediction. The letter said that the heavy downpour
events may produce urban flooding in big cities including Karachi. The rains in catchments of Hub
Dam will improve the availability of water for Karachi while drought conditions in Thar are likely to
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ISLAMABAD: A fresh study on climate change vulnerability assessment has revealed that the
federal capital and its surrounding areas are exposed to a host of factors accelerating climate
change impacts.

“The territory is exposed to a host of factors accelerating climate change impacts, such as erratic
behaviour and marked changes in the intensity, frequency and variability of temperature,
precipitation, floods, droughts and cyclones,” according to the study, conducted by the Ministry of
Climate Change in collaboration with the UN Habitat, the Capital Development Authority and the
Islamabad administration.

According to the analysis, the extreme weather events recorded so far in Islamabad included the
highest maximum temperature of 46.6 degree centigrade on June 24, 2005 and the lowest at 4.3
degree centigrade on December 25, 1984. In 2001, the heaviest rainfall of 621mm was recorded in
10 hours. The study proposed well-planned interventions to make Islamabad a climate resilient
city. The study recommended to utilize the present institutional arrangements for a well-
coordinated effective implementation of suggested plans in the capital. It suggested an immediate
need for the climate-smart planning by the city authorities, and to devise an effective solid waste
management strategy in urban and rural areas, besides preventing water wastage.

The study recommended bio-engineering for recycle and re-use of grey water for enhancing
climate change resilience in urban areas. It underlined the need for promoting rainwater harvesting
and ecosystem management, besides conducting a study of carbon sequestration in Margalla Hills
National Park. The report recommended energy conservation of buildings, tube-wells, in industrial
sector, energy transmission system and transport sector. It stressed a streamlined planning at the
federal, professional, district and local levels, and certification and registration of real-estate
developers and enforcement of building codes. The study underlined the need for supporting the
development of public-private partnerships, adding that an eco-system based adaptation and
management was must for Islamabad.

The report suggested appropriate measures to reduce pollution from brick kilns and adapting
effective strategy in the healthcare sector. It also drew attention of the quarters concerned for
taking preventing measures to avoid flash-floods. The report strongly recommended to create
awareness among the public about climate change impacts through educational institutions and
other stakeholders for improving surrounding environment.

ISLAMABAD: Swat and its adjoining areas were jolted on Saturday evening as a result of an
earthquake having a magnitude of 4.5 on the Richter scale.

The centre of the quake is stated to be in the Koh-e-Hindukush mountain range, having a depth of
90 km. The earthquake caused desperation among the locals. A large number of people came out
of their homes reciting prayers. There were no reports of loss of any life or property.

KARACHI: The coal-powered power plants in India are responsible for intense summers and
heatwaves in Pakistan, said Ahmed Kamal of the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA).

Kamal who is also representative of the NDMA at the Prime Minister House made these comments
while speaking exclusively to ARY News. He said that India was producing 9000 MW electricity
from coal powered power plants on the northern border with Pakistan. This has led to faster
melting of glaciers in the northern areas of Pakistan which was responsible for increasing heat
wave in lower level areas of the country. He said that research has shown that dark coal such as
the one used by India was a severe pollutant which not only affects the glacier but the emissions
were responsible for climate change in the country. He said that Pakistan was speaking to India
through diplomatic channels over the issue. He was speaking on the occasion of workshop
organized by the NDMA where journalists were briefed about the effects of natural disasters and
climate change.

LAHORE: Chief Secretary Punjab Capt (R) Zahid Saeed has directed the district coordination
officers (DCOs) and relevant departments to finalize arrangements for monsoon rains and remain
alert to deal with any untoward situation.

He was chairing a video link meeting to review preparations for monsoon rains at Civil Secretariat
here on Thursday June 2, 2016. He said that in monsoon plan special measures should be taken
for draining rainwater from low-lying areas. He ordered that de-silting of drains and nullahs be
carried out and all machinery be kept operational for draining rainwater during monsoon season.
He also issued instructions regarding removal of debris from sites of development projects. He
said that the departments concerned should pay special attention to enhance their capability to
deal with natural disasters and should extend full cooperation to district administrations in making
effective arrangements for monsoon rains.

The Chief Secretary directed the Secretary Housing to conduct inspection of de-watering sets and
other equipment in districts. Representative of Local Government and Community Development
Department told the meeting that TMAs have completed all necessary preparations for monsoon
rains and officers of the department have visited different Tehsils for checking arrangements. He
said that instructions have been issued to TMAs for making special measures for draining
rainwater from low-lying areas. The meeting was attended by Secretary Finance, Secretary Local
Government, DCO Lahore, managing directors of WASA and other officers.

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) has intensified nationwide planning to confront any
disasters in the monsoon season. PRCS has recently trained hundreds of volunteers to deal with
challenges and has also sensitised flood-sensitive communities, said a press release.
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PRCS Secretary General Dr Rizwan Naseer, speaking at a meeting on Multi-Hazards Contingency
Planning, said that on the directions of PRCS Chairman Dr Saeed Elahi, the group is taking a
proactive approach to actively respond to monsoon-related disasters in the best possible manner.
He said the Red Crescent currently has the capacity to cater to 36,000 families, particularly in
disaster-prone areas. He said the PRC is always committed to its motto “First to Reach and Last to
Leave,” and being the leading humanitarian organization of the country, would use all its human
and material resources to support the victims.

Dr Naseer said that PRCS had initially geared up its coordination and planning efforts with its
partners, and discussions were being held to frame a mechanism for effective response and to
secure proper funding in case of a massive disaster. The secretary general said that 72 district
branches, 26 Disaster Management Cells, medical units and thousands of volunteers along with
945 trained disaster relief training members have started monsoon preparations in their respective
areas.

KARACHI: Shahid Afridi Foundation donated Rs. 1 million to former boxing champion Amir Khan'’s
fundraiser for building wells for the drought-affected people of Sindh’s Tharparkar area.

Amir Khan and Shahid Afridi are using their stardom to generate funds for the needy and want to
return something to the Almighty, nation and the country as a gesture of gratitude. Severe water
shortage is present in several parts of the country which is the reason for high number of deaths in
remote villages in Sindh.

There is no two opinion that human beings cannot survive without water and hundreds of millions
of people do not have access to it. Long distances have to be covered in order to get to the closest
water source such as a puddle, pond or a stream. Shahid Afridi Foundation (SAF) realizes the
importance and seeks to play its role in providing clean drinking water to all. The foundation is
working to resolve the crisis in underdeveloped regions of interior Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Saturday said after the Paris agreement,
governments had to recognise the existential threat climate change posed to the security and
future of the world. According to a PM House statement, he said the government had been
investing over a billion rupees in the Climate Change Division “to make sure we don't gamble with
the future of the world”.

Commenting on the national budget, he said the government for the past three years had been
working tirelessly to improve the lives of the citizens of Pakistan and stabilise a nation that was in
tatters. "We inherited hyper-inflation and financial indiscipline of the highest degree, inhibiting the
working class from living lives of dignity, and turned things around to cut our deficit by half, grow
the GDP at a 4.7% per-annum rate, improve our balance of trade, bring inflation down to a 10-year
low and bring tax collection up to historic levels."

In the next fiscal year, the prime minister said, the government was committed to not only replicate
this success, but one-up it. He said the government had chosen to invest in Gwadar because of its
immense importance. "We have created new subsidies and public investment in agriculture to help
our agro-economy and the millions of Pakistanis, who depend on its success for a living," he said.
He said that the government had also committed to investing in infrastructure, roads, railways and
the Karachi-Lahore motorway, connecting the nation and creating thousands of direct and indirect
jobs.

Nawaz said the government did increase the allocations in social welfare cash grants programmes
like BISP, to make sure that millions of poor people, regardless of their income, can have lives of
dignity and break the shackles of poverty. "Finally, we have also invested in numerous power
projects across the country to develop a country where livelihoods are no longer dependent on the
whims of power outages," he added.

KARACHI: “The temperature changes under current circumstances are expected to be higher in
Pakistan in the long run than global averages, as the country is located in a warm climate region
and is more vulnerable to climate changes due to its diverse topographic and demographic
settings.

The country is affected by the drastic effects of climate change due to its geographical location and
socio-economic situation. In recent years, highly variable monsoon rains and severe climatic
events such as floods and droughts have affected the socio-economic structure of the country,”
says the Pakistan Economic Survey 2015- 16.

According to the survey, the extreme weather conditions in Pakistan like the floods in 2010, 2011,
2013 and 2015 have considerably effected not only the agriculture sector but also damaged
infrastructure on a large scale. Other issues the country faces due to climate change include water
pollution, desertification, soil erosion, water logging and salinity, solid waste management and
deforestation. The government is aware of these issues and committed to mitigate the negative
effects of climate change. Some of the immediate actions taken by the government include
biodiversity conservation and National Disaster Management Plan.

Being a signatory to National Conservation Strategy and Convention on Biodiversity (CBD), the
government has developed a Biodiversity Action Plan which is the most significant step in
addressing the biodiversity loss in the country. To minimise the effects of natural disasters, the
government has introduced a 10 year National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP). The
institutional capacity building is being enhanced to combat disasters in first phase of this plan. In
the second phase, the activities and plans shall be implemented in priority areas, whereas Phase 3
will be dedicated to developing the capacity of local government throughout the nation. Further, the
surveillance and forecasting capacity of the Pakistan Metrological Department is being enhanced
by installing more weather surveillance radars at various locations in the country.

The government has undertaken several projects and programmes to support these environmental
National g
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goals, including capacity building, provision of clean drinking water, environmental management,
biodiversity, air pollution control and watershed management, urban development, promotion of
tourism, restoration of lakes and water bodies, environmental awareness and waste management.
One of the major issues which the country faces is desertification and land degradation. To combat
desertification and land degradation, the government started an umbrella project with the
assistance of UNDP.

The first phase of this project has been completed and targets such as institutional and knowledge
capacity building, feasibility studies for testing Sustainable Land Management (SLM) practices and
designing full demonstration investments, has been achieved. Phase 2 is also under
implementation in 14 districts of Pakistan with a cost of Rs.1666.67 million. The government is also
working with several NGOs, INGOs and United Nations Organizations, such as Leads, WWF,
IUCN and UNEP on environmental issues and has implemented projects in capacity building on
climate change adaptation, environment rehabilitation, mountain area and wet areas conservancy
and provision of clean drinking water. As a result, Pakistan has been successful in achieving the
targets set under MDG 7 (Ensure Environmental Sustainability). The target of converting 0.92
million vehicles to Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) has also been achieved, while access to
improved water resources through hand pumps, electronic motors and tap water has also met its
mark. The Ministry of Climate Change has taken many initiatives to increase awareness and to
change the attitude of people regarding environmental issues as well as strict compliance of
government regulations to achieve environmental sustainability targets.

Pakistan’'s GHG emissions are bound to increase considerably as the country climbs up the
development ladder and strives to provide adequate amounts of energy to support its growing
socio-economic developmental requirements. As a responsible member of international
community, Pakistan would like to contribute to the global GHG mitigation efforts without
compromising on its basic minimum energy and food needs.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has earmarked Rs 1,027 million for three development
projects of Climate Change Division in the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) for the
fiscal year 20116-17.

According to the budgetary document released on Friday, Rs 27 million was allocated for the
outgoing schemes and Rs 1,000 million for new schemes. For the outgoing schemes, Rs 17 million
have been allocated for Sustainable Land Management Programme in order to combat
desertification, and Rs 10 million for the establishment of a gametic center for climate change and
sustainable development.

MUZAFFARABAD: The first ever climate change center has been established in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir for monitoring the climate changes in the area.

Addressing a workshop held in Muzaffarabad, the Additional Chief Secretary Development Dr.
Tashfain Khan said the center will help for future planning to overcome the challenges of climate
change which is posing a serious threat to humanity across the globe. He said by the monitoring
system of climate change center will help in timely better future planning to meet the challenges of
floods, storms and tremors. He said that natural calamities cause the loss of millions of rupees
every year due to destruction of the infrastructure in AJK.

The participants of the workshop said the monitoring system would also help in minimizing the
human and property losses caused due to natural calamities including flash floods in the area.
They urged for adopting climate friendly policies to overcome the future challenge of globin
warming. The speakers urged upon the government and the concerned departments including
environmental department to take solid steps and evolve strategy to protect the land from soil
erosion, air pollution and take environment friendly steps like plantation and other measures in this
regard.

The workshop was attended by high ranking officials of the AJK Government, Director climatic
change center Rashid Hussain and representative of Asian Development Bank Dr. Qamar Zaman
Choudhry and others.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Minister for Climate Change, Zahid Hamid, informed the Senate, about the
Climate Change Authority, which was being set up to effectively face challenges in the wake of
global warming and environmental degradation.

Replying to various questions during the question hour, the minister has said that the government
was pursuing a multi-pronged strategy including short, medium and long-term measures to meet
the challenge of climate change. “We have prepared a national forest policy in coordination with
the provinces in order to enhance the forest cover in different parts of the country,” the minister
added.

Hamid postulated that the government has also launched Green Pakistan Project to enhance the
forestation, also adding that the government had approved an extension in the period of
observance of merit, regional and provincial quota for a further period of 20 years from the date of
its expiry through a constitutional amendment. He also believed that the bill is in the process of
enactment by the Parliament.

In his reply to another question, the minister said that the possible environmental impacts of coal-
fired plants had been identified in their respective Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports,
which the proponents of these plants have to submit to their respective Environmental Protection
Agencies (EPAs). He said that the environmental approval to establish coal-fired power plants was
a mandatory requirement under the Federal and Provincial Environmental Acts. The information
pertaining to environmental approval of various coal-fired plants was being collected from
Provincial EPAs and would soon be provided. He also remarked that Pakistan has signed/notified
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs). Hamid answered a question with regard to the

©2016 www.alhasan.com 4.¥
v



(<2 GRS RESPONSE BULLETIN

RO plants in Thar: a
political adventure or a

practical necessity?
The News, June 3, 2016

12 more dengue cases

reported in Rawalpindi
Pakistan Today, June 2, 2016

4% 02016 www.alhasan.com
v

“National Climate Change Policy” by saying that the policy had long been approved by the Federal
Cabinet since September 2012 and was now officially launched on March 26. The National Climate
Change Policy provides a framework for addressing the issues that Pakistan faces or would face in
future due to the changing climate. He said that the policy aims to ensure that climate change is
mainstreamed in economically and socially vulnerable sectors of the economy, in addition to
steering Pakistan towards climate resilient development. He also noted that all power projects
being set up as a part of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) would be based on latest
technology, which would help ease energy crisis in the country.

KARACHI: Home to a population of around 1.2 million people and considered to be one of the
poorest of country's 120 districts due to a drought prevailing for the past three years, water in
Tharparkar district, situated south-east of the Sindh province, is — least to say — a precious
commodity.

In view of the acute water scarcity and also to attract foreign investment by fast-tracking the
excavation of coal, the Sindh government in an ambitious move invested heavily in the Sindh Coal
Project that included setting up 750 water purification plants to help bring clean drinking water to
the region.

The $33 million project aspired to install 750 water purification plants in villages across the desert
region by desalinating underground saline water, through Reverse Osmosis (RO). According to
Irshad Hussain, the chief operating officer of PakOasis, the company responsible for installing the
750 reverse osmosis plants across Thar, so far 700 plants have been installed out of which 450
are functional while 250 are “under maintenance”. Irshad Hussain, added, “The RO plants are
supplying 800,000 gallons of water per day to the residents of Tharparker district.”

However, the report of a four-member commission formed by the provincial government to conduct
a survey of the drought-hit parts of the Thar and detect reasons for the high number of deaths of
children in the area, raised grave concerns over the efficacy of these RO plants.

“The RO plants being installed in Thar are mostly of no use and more such plants will only cause
more devastation in the area,” the report warned while strongly recommending carrying out
feasibility surveys before indulging in such “adventures” in the future.

One of the four members of the commission, Dr Sonu Khanghrani, dilated on the observations of
the report while talking to The News. According to him, the objections on the installation of RO
plants were multi-faceted. But the prime reservation of commission members was the lack of any
feasibility study or even a survey before spending $33 million on installing 750 RO plants across
the desert region and their impact on the local ecosystem. “Several RO plants were installed in
places that actually had sweet water 20 to 40 feet below ground, but vested interests of the
political leadership has a lot to do with the project,” said Dr Sonu Khanghrani. “The RO plants were
set up at specific locations under this project by politicians to strengthen their respective
constituencies.”

This claim of Khanghrani's was also seconded by Sardar Khoso, the elected chairman of
Nangarparker town. Khanghrani believes that setting up RO plants is only a temporary solution to
the prevailing water crisis since it would further deplete ground water. He called for diverting river
water through the canal system with the help of pumping stations and pipelines.

On the other hand, PakOasis chief operating officer, Irshad Hussain, debunked this suggestion
saying that the pipeline idea was outdated. “There are pumping stations in Naukot and pipelines
are present in Chachro and Pipro. The infrastructure was already there but still the execution
failed. Why? Because a pipeline running from Naukot to Islamkot requires 900 kilowatts to
transport 50,000 gallons of water. With the persisting electricity crisis, it is just not possible,” he
said. “The best available solution to the persisting water crisis is to pull water up from 300 feet
down a well and make it drinkable.”

For Hussain, the primary issue being faced was the distribution of purified ground water. He
claimed the Tehsil Municipal Administration was is responsible for the distribution of water, under
the supervision of provincial government. “The authorities must check why a tanker filled at an RO
plant does not reach its destination. If the water turns brackish, then where was it being stored in
the mean time? Under our contract, we are only mandated for producing purified water. The rest of
the responsibility lies with the government’s own distribution mechanism,” said Hussain.

The PakOasis official claimed that a fact-finding committee of the Pakistan Army had surveyed as
many as 400 RO plants and found 70 percent of them to be functional, 30 percent under
maintenance and 10 percent to be construction. Referring to the report of Thar drought
commission, Hussain shared his reservations. “The army has endorsed and appreciated us on our
work and transparency but the commission set up by the government has raised objections and
that too based on a limited sample and of course malafide intent.”

The matter of “malafide intent” is also rather dubious because the commission’s report and its
recommendations have already been presented before the province’s top authority, the chief
minister.

According to Dr Khanghrani, a meeting was held at the Chief Minister's House on April 27 during
which all the recommendations of the commission were presented to the chief minister who had
then directed the chief secretary to formulate a policy roadmap in light of the commission’s
recommendations and also take other departmental secretaries on board. “We were not informed
or called for any follow up after that meeting,” Dr Khangharani said.

ISLAMABAD: At least 12 dengue viral fever cases have been reported in Rawalpindi. Over 3,000
people were affected by the dengue virus last year while at least 10 people have died from dengue
fever this year in Rawalpindi. Two more patients surfaced after which the toll has reached to 12.

A patient named Sajid is being treated in Rawalpindi’'s Benazir Hospital, whereas Shahid and Nasir
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are admitted in Holy Family Hospital. Moreover, separate dengue wards have started to function in
all the three government hospitals of Rawalpindi along with Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) and Poly Clinic Hospital in Islamabad.

In Islamabad, eleven people died and 69 were injured. In Rawalpindi 19 people were killed and
122 injured. Police said a female and two of her little daughters died when roof of their house
caved in at Sector F-7 of the capital. Two people were also killed in Bhara Kahu area of Islamabad.
Five people were injured in a wall collapse incident in Rawalpindi. Forty injured persons were
taken to Polyclinic Hospital and 10 to the other government hospital. Power supply to several
areas in Islamabad and other cities was cut off, which was restored after several hours.

A fire broke out at the vegetable market of Islamabad due to a short-circuiting during the
thunderstorm. Fire brigade extinguished the blaze later.The flight operation was also suspended at
the Benazir International Airport Islamabad due to the storm and flights were diverted to Lahore.
The Metro bus service plying between Islamabad and Rawalpindi was also halted and some of its
stations were damaged.

Heavy downpour also slammed the tribal areas and Khyber KP, causing widespread devastation.
Four people, two of them women, were killed in Nowshehra and Jamrud. A child was killed in
Charsadda. The wind blew in Rawalpindi at 148 kilometers per hour. Several trees fell and some
roads were immediately blocked as a result. The boundary walls of several houses in Nowshera
Kalan, Risalpur and Mera Jalozai collapsed, leaving several persons injured. The most affected
areas were Karikot, Landi Doog, Waja Ghundai, Sherna, Sekach, Tala Bani, Laman, Dubkot,
Tanai, Warsak, Wacha Khwar and Greendana.

ISLAMABAD: At least 11 people including two women were killed and scores of others wounded
on Wednesday when heavy rainfall and thunderstorm hit upper parts of Pakistan. According to
reports, heavy downpour slammed federally administered tribal areas and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
causing widespread devastation. Rescuers said that four people two of them women were killed in
Nowshehra and Jamrud. One child was reportedly killed in Charsadda.

In Islamabad a fire broke out at a vegetable market when power cables fell on them due to
thunderstorm. Fire brigade reached the scene and launched efforts to extinguish the blaze. Seven
people died in rain-related incidents in Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

According to aviation sources, flight operation was suspended at Benazir International Airport due
to the storm. In addition Metro bus service was also halted in the federal capital after strong winds
broke windows of metro stations.

GILGIT: WWHF-Pakistan, in collaboration with International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), conducted a two-day awareness and capacity building workshop aiming
to sensitise and train local journalists on issues related to climate change.

The purpose of the workshop was to effectively communicate the need for enabling policies and
strategies for adaptation. Participants of the event included local journalists and media experts
from across the country, said a press release issued by the WWF.

Dr Babar Khan, Senior Manager Conservation, WWF-Pakistan explained the uniqueness and
fragility of the Hindu Kush, Karakoram and Himalaya regions and warned that warming trends in
these mountainous areas were above global average. He said: “Every year around the world,
millions of people are forcibly displaced by floods, wind-storms, earthquakes, droughts and other
disasters. He emphasised the need to adopt climate adaptation policies and suggested that
journalists should highlight the implications of sudden onset flash floods, earthquakes, landslides,
avalanches and glacier lake outburst floods (GLOFs), as well as slow-onset drought,
desertification, land drifts and soil erosion.

Sajjad Haider, Secretary, Forest, Wildlife and Environment Department, government of Gilgit-
Baltistan while addressing the participants, highlighted the importance of environmental journalism
as a voice of the mountain communities. He appreciated the efforts of WWF-Pakistan and ICIMOD
for educating and building the capacity of local communities. At the end of the workshop Dr Babar
Khan, on the recommendation of senior journalists, announced holding environmental journalist
awards twice a year to honour the services of local journalists working on topics related to climate
change and the environment.
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DETAILS

KARACHI: It has been nearly four years since the country’s deadliest fire claimed the lives of 259
workers and injured around 50 in Karachi on September 11, 2012. Since then, authorities
investigating the inferno have established that it was not an accident but a ‘criminal act’, and have
identified those responsible but have still failed to make any headway in the case.

A joint investigation team (JIT) ‘reinvestigating’ the Baldia factory fire case has come to the
conclusion that the incident was a “planned sabotage and terrorist activity”. “Based upon available
evidence and expert opinions, the JIT has come to the conclusion that the factory fire was a
planned terrorist activity and not an accidental fire,” stated the JIT report prepared in February this

year.

A terrorist act was carried out due to refusal to pay extortion of Rs200 million and partnership in
factory profits by the factory owners to office-bearers of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM),
identified as Rehman Bhola and Hammad Siddiqui, states the JIT report.

JIT officials now recommend that a new FIR be registered in the case, containing relevant clauses
of the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA), 1997 and Pakistan Penal Code. “We have already recommended
[in the JIT report] to lodge a new FIR against at least nine MQM men,” said a member of the JIT
requesting anonymity.

The name of Siddiqui, MQM’s former Karachi Tanzeemi Committee in-charge, is on the top of the
suspects’ list while other party workers include Rehman Bhola, Zubair alias Charya and Waseem
Dehlvi. Dehlvi, an active worker of MQM'’s unit 117 of Baldia Town sector, was killed in March last
year due to alleged police brutality. He was arrested by the Aziz Bhatti police over his alleged
involvement in the case from his home in Baldia Town.

“We will be able to ascertain the identities of the five unknown accomplices if one or all of the three
identified suspects are arrested, said the JIT member. “After registering a new FIR, the case will be
tried in the anti-terrorism court,” said another JIT member. “There are two options: one would be
to submit a supplementary charge-sheet in the already under-trial case which will be difficult as
already there are three charge-sheets submitted in the case but the nature of this fresh FIR is
totally different from the earlier ones. The other option is very simple, which is to register a new
FIR.”

According to police high-ups, the new JIT report has already been submitted in court. “The police
are awaiting court orders in the Baldia factory fire case as the JIT report has been submitted in
court,” clarified Sindh IG Allah Dino Khawaja. The JIT members say they will approach the special
prosecutor to help police in registering a new case. However, during a hearing of the case on May
28, investigating officer (10), sub-inspector Jahanzaib, informed the sessions court that the JIT
report was with the home department and the police had recommended re-registration of the case
under the ATA.

District West judge Magbool Memon had sought comments from the police over proceedings of the
case, and expressed displeasure at the ‘non-serious’ attitude of the authorities.He had directed the
10 to inform the court at the next hearing (on July 11) whether authorities were re-lodging the FIR
or submitting a supplementary charge-sheet.

Kaimkhani’s clean chit?

The second JIT member, when asked about the role of former MQM leader and now Pak
Sarzameen Party leader, Anis Kaimkhani, said his direct involvement in the crime has not been
found. “His name came to the surface as he, with the help of his alleged front man Abdus Sattar,
reportedly embezzled the funds meant for distribution among families of the fire victims,” he said.

Pakistan making continuous efforts to harmonise its control mechanism for weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems in accordance with standards set by Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG), according to an official US report.

“Pakistan is a constructive and active participant in the Nuclear Security Summit process and the
Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, and has worked to strengthen its strategic trade
controls, including updating its national export control list,” the report added.

In its annual assessment of terrorist activities in 2015, the State Department reported that the
Taliban replaced the Islamic State group as the number-one global perpetrator for terrorism
attacks, with 1,093, which represents an alarming increase of 69 per cent since 2013. The study,
sent to Congress this week, also reported an overall decrease in global terrorism, from 13,463
attacks in 2014 to 11,774 in 2015. Total fatalities also decreased from 32,727 to 28,328. To
combat the trafficking of items that could contribute to WMDs and their delivery systems, “Pakistan
continued to work towards harmonising its national control list with items controlled by the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, Missile Technology Control Regime, and Australia Group”, the State Department
reported. Pakistan also took other positive measures such as adding “catch-all provisions” to its
export licensing procedures, the report added. Along with list development, Pakistan developed
industry internal compliance guidelines and an industry outreach programme for strategic
technology sectors, which regularly shares information with these industries.

The State Department said that the US government seeks to partner more closely with Pakistan on
a further enhanced outreach campaign for industry to fully understand and implement Pakistan’s
export control requirements. The US government also wished to begin a dialogue on controls on
conventional weapons and related dual-use technologies, the report added. The reported noted
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that in addition to industry outreach, Pakistan also participated, developed, and delivered a series
of technical training to responsible government licensing and enforcement officials. The training
enabled the officials to conduct a proper identification of dual-use commodities that could be used
to create WMDs and/or their delivery systems.

In its global assessment, the State Department also reported a slight decline in the number of
countries where attacks took place, from 95 to 92. More than half of all attacks took place in five
countries: Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria. Three-quarters of all fatalities were also
reported from five countries: Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Syria.

Meanwhile, the Islamic State replaced the Boko Haram as being responsible for the most fatalities,
having killed 6,050 people in 2015, versus 5,450 for the Nigerian-based group.

The Somali group al-Shabaab was removed from the top-five list of perpetrators, although it was
responsible for the third-most attacks in 2014. The new addition to the 2015 list was the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), which has re-committed to the use of political violence in a significant way,
increasing the number of attacks from 47 to 38 and non-combatants killed from 12 to 287.

\TEE TRV Yo CEW oo [T-R (oM EL/CCIMl The Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar on Monday (today) inspected the passing out parade of new
Islamabad crime-free recruits at Police Lines. Nisar was presented an honorary shield by Islamabad |.G. Tariq Masood
Pakistan Today, June 06, 2016 Yasin.

Speaking on this occasion, Nisar said he was happy that 480 new recruits were appointed purely
on the basis of merit. “We wave to ensure transparency and merit in the recruitment process,” he
said. He urged the Islamabad police chief to make the federal capital a crime-free city. “There is
visible improvement in the performance of Islamabad police,” he said, adding that his job was to
ensure implementation of laws. He also called upon the new police recruits to bring about a
genuine change. Nisar also distributed the keys of vehicles among FC Constabulary, FIA and
Islamabad police. The vehicles had been provided by the Chinese government.

Police in action after RAWALPINDI (Online) — Armed persons have looted millions of rupees in cash from a post office
millions robbed from Post in Rawal Town, police said on Monday. The robbery took place at a post office located in the area
of Rawal Town. A case has been registered on a complaint of the post office chief. The exact sum
of the amount that was looted could not be determined. Further Investigation is in process.

office
Daily Pakistan, June 06, 2016
ST AR T [T (e M Esle [oT-Y]  KARACHI: No one will be allowed to carry or present as gifts cartons of mangoes inside the Sindh
in cartons banned at govt Secretariat, according to a Sindh government notification issued on Monday evening. The
offices
Express Tribune, June 06, 2016

notification was issued by the Sindh home department and said the ban was imposed due to some
security concerns.

“There are reports that suspects can carry out a terrorist activity through mango cartons so we
have banned them,” said Sindh information adviser Maula Bux Chandio, adding that it is common
for people from the rural areas to send mangoes as gifts to bureaucrats, ministers and other
government officials. Terrorists can reportedly take benefit of this practice and commit an untoward
incident, he feared.

The ban will be imposed at all secretariat buildings, the Sindh Assembly and other government
offices located inside the new and old secretariat buildings.

(O )71 M (0[O oTo) [[oT-Wol i i [-T-TE-M KARACHI: More than 12,000 police officers will be deputed at different mosques in the city to
to provide security during ensure security during the month of Ramazan.

Ramazan According to the security plan for the holy month released on Sunday, the police have estimated
The Express Tribune, June 05, that Taraweeh prayers will be offered in around 4,000 mosques across the city. Security measures
2016 have been taken after consultation with the managements of the places of worship. Police have
also been directed to take Rangers and intelligence agencies on board.

Preparing for: Ramazan Security to be tightened in Hangu

Along with the deployment of uniformed officials and personnel, plain-clothed police officers will
also be deployed to overlook security arrangements at sensitive places. The lists of mosques,
imambargahs, madrassas and other places have also been prepared at range, district and zone
levels. Technical sweeping, clearance, advance intelligence collection and sharing, routine
checking, picketing and patrolling are also a part of the contingency plan.

The Taraweeh prayers will be offered at nearly 4,004 spots, including open places and the
mosques. Of these, 1,214 Taraweeh prayers will be offered in East zone, 1,660 in West zone and
1,130 in South zone.

Police seek cell phone RAWALPINDI: The Murree police have approached the Saddar Division Information Technology
records of three accused (IT) Laboratory to acquire cell phone data records of three men suspected of involvement in the
in school teacher's killing immolation and murder of a female teacher.

The Express Tribune, June 05, The suspects have claimed that they were not present in the village when the incident took place.

2016 Schoolteacher Maria Sadagat Abbasi, 19, who died at the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences

due to severe burnt wounds, was set on fire for by four or five men in Murree earlier this week for
refusing a marriage proposal from another school staff member, who was more than twice her age.

Sources said that the Murree police have requested the Saddar Division IT lab to obtain call detail
record (CDR) data for the devices of the detained men to determine whether or not they were
present in the village or at the crime scene when the victim was set on fire and left to die. In the
meanwhile, Shaukat, Mian Arshad and Riffat Mehmood, have been detained by the Murree police.

A senior police officer requesting anonymity said that the police have decided to verify the claims
of the accused using cell phone data. “We must have strong and irrefutable evidence before
[proceeding further],” he said. He said the case was being investigated from different angles.
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On the other hand, the police have not shown official arrests of two accused — Shaukat and Mian
Arshad — in their records, or produced them before a court. The third accused, Riffat Mehmood,
had been given into physical custody of the police by a local magistrate.

Meanwhile, more than 60 teachers staged a protest demonstration at GPO Chowk in Murree in
favour of Shaukat. The protesting teachers were holding placards and banners inscribed with
slogans in his favour, and claimed that he was a retired teacher. The teachers condemned the
registration of a case against Shaukat and asked the police to investigate the case purely on merit.

Sources said that villagers are also pressuring the victim’s family to withdraw the case.

Pakistani police rescued a 10-year-old girl from being married off to a 50-year-old groom in
Jacobabad the other day.

According to details, police personnel raided the area of Thal in Jacobabad and thwarted the
attempt of child marriage. The officers have also arrested a 50-year-old groom while girl’s father
and cleric fled the scene. The under custody groom told the security officers that minor girl’s father
took Rs 4lac for the marriage. Moreover, police have launched an investigation into the matter to
the National Accountability bureau (NAB).

Three percent of girls in Pakistan are married before they turn 15 and 21 percent before the age of
18, according to the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) data. The parents of
child brides are often poor and use marriage as a way to provide for their daughter’'s future,
especially in areas where there are few economic opportunities for women.

In January, a powerful religious body that advises the government on the compatibility of laws with
Islam blocked a bill to impose harsher penalties for marrying off girls as young as eight or nine.
Under existing laws, parents of child brides are punishable by only a month in prison and a fine of
1,000 rupees ($10).

Lahore police showed excellent performance during the month of May 2016, by arresting 203
accused belonging to 86 gangs in Lahore. 214 cases have also been registered against them while
more than 10000000 Rs was recovered from the gang’s members, while 1278 POs and CAs were
also arrested in the same period.

According to details, DIG Operations Dr Haider Ashraf directed the police officers to ensure the
implementation of National Action Plan (NAP), utilise their energies in curbing the crime in the city
and arrest the criminals involved in unlawful activities. On his directions, all divisional SPs
increased their efforts against criminals and showed excellent results during the month of May
2016 by arresting 203 criminals of 86 gangs who were involved in different heinous crimes, 147
POs, 1131 CAs included A&B categories were also arrested.

During the month of May, 395 cases were registered against 395 accused for having illegal
weapons and police also recovered 04 Kalashnikov, 12-rifles, 26-guns, 347-revolvers and pistols,
02-carbine, 06-daggers and 2439 bullets from their possession.

During the action against drug dealers, 775 cases were registered, 785 culprits were arrested and
15kg of heroine, 254kg682grm of chars, 09kg553grm of opium and 6547 bottles of liquor were
recovered from them. Moreover, 161 cases were registered against the gamblers and 589 accused
were arrested and a recovery of more than 59,000 Rs was made.

In the same period, during the special crackdown, 502 cases were registered against 849 culprits
for violating the law.

KARACHI (Dunya News) — Crackdown against criminal elements continued in Karachi a six more
accused were arrested during Rangers and police operations in different parts of the city on
Friday, Dunya Newsreported.

According to details, police arrested two accused, Hassan and Basit, in injured condition after an
encounter in Landhi No-4. Police have also recovered arms and seven stolen motorcycles from
their possession.

Rangers and police conducted a joint operation in Baghdadi area of Lyari and arrested one
accused after an encounter. Arms were also recovered from him. Police also conducted a raid in
Pirabad area and arrested three accused. Arms and a stolen motorcycle was also recovered from
their possession. Police sources said that the arrested persons were involved in several cases.

The statement of Indian Director General of National Investigation Agency (NIA) Sharad Kumar
that there was no evidence so far to indicate direct complicity of Pakistan government or agencies
in the Pathankot attack has provided some relief to Islamabad. However, the NIA DG has claimed
that they have sufficient and stringent evidence against the Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) chief,
Maulana Masood Azhar and his brother Rauf Azhar. He said that Indian investigation team is now
looking forward to visiting Pakistan and is waiting for approval from the Pakistani government,
adding that the agency will file a charge sheet in this case whether Pakistan allows the Indian team
a visit or not.

After the statement, Pakistan should not feel much complacent, as the alleged involvement of the
JeM in the Pathankot attack has not been cleared by the Indian side. The NIA chief has only said
that the Pakistani government is not directly responsible, but the attack was planned from
Pakistan’s soil and those responsible must be taken to task. The NIA statement is an opportunity
to do the right thing for once when it comes to India-centric allegations of terror. Pakistan must
tackle all homegrown militant groups who are allegedly trained here and sent to the neighbouring
state to spread terror. So far, Islamabad has failed to clear the global perception that militants
enjoy safe havens in Pakistan. It has happened more than once that some of the most wanted
terrorists in the world were targeted and killed on the Pakistani soil. The recent incident of Afghan
Taliban’s leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour’'s killing by a drone strike created an embarrassing
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situation for Pakistan. Pakistan government needs to eliminate all ‘proxy’ groups operating with
their own pernicious agendas from its soil if it hopes to augment efforts for peace and diplomatic
advancement with India.

Earlier, the Indian government had accepted Pakistan’s proposal to jointly investigate the January
2 attack on the Pathankot airbase despite severe criticism by the opposition. Resultantly, a five-
member Pakistani Joint Investigation Team visited India in March this year to formally probe the
attack, and now it is India’s turn to send its team to Pakistan for further investigation. Pakistan
should allow the Indian team to visit and complete its investigation. It is imperative to develop
mechanisms to enhance cooperation between the security agencies of both states. India needs to
cooperate with Pakistan to find further clues about those who were involved in acts of terrorism in
India, while Pakistan needs to take action against home-based militants. One thing must be clear
that the issue of terrorism is a common challenge for both states, and only joint efforts can yield
positive results for the elimination of this threat. Both Pakistan and India should move ahead with
the peace process and work on a common agenda of defeating peace spoilers, who are still active,
hell-bent on exploiting the existing conflicts between the two countries.

Allegedly, in response to Pakistan’s support to Kashmiris’ struggle for independence, India is
allegedly aiding Baloch separatists, ‘freedom fighters’ in their lexicon. This has ignited proxy wars
between Pakistan and India. It is high time this adventurism came to an end, and all outstanding
issues are resolved through a constructive dialogue. Instead of adopting a tit-for-tat policy,
Pakistan and India should try to reach a state of peace for the common good. If solid evidence
proves the involvement of the the JeM chief in the across-border attack, he must be brought to trial
in accordance with the law. Furthermore, if the security agencies succeed in finding and
prosecuting the offenders, it will pave the way towards normalisation of relations between Pakistan
and India. It is also the responsibility of both neighbouring states to demonstrate maturity and not
allow peace detractors to succeed in their nefarious agendas. Time now has come that both
countries worked against terrorism and for betterment of their people together.

PESAHAWAR: Four persons, including a police commander and a Pakistani national, were killed
and nine others sustained injuries when explosives planted in the car of a district police chief went
off in Khugiyani district in Nangarhar province of Afghanistan.

According to the Afghan Islamic Press, the dead included a police commander Sarjung and three
other persons while eight persons were injured in the blast.A Pakistani national who was running a
private health clinic in Khugiyani was among the dead.

“The dead included a Pakistani national. He was running a private health clinic in Khugiyani. The
daughter and wife of the Pakistani national are doctors. He had opened the clinic with the
permission of Sarjung and he was guest of Sarjung last night. The injured included police
personnel and other clinic workers,” he maintained. Taliban had carried out several attacks on him
in the past.

One of the dead identified as Ahmad Shah was a former Taliban fighter but had severed links with
the militants. Nangarhar governor’'s spokesman confirmed the explosives had been planted in the
vehicle of Commander Sarjung.

Commander Sarjung, a national policeman, an Afghan National Army (ANA) solider and a civilian
were killed and nine more were injured in the blast, he added.Spokesman for the Afghan Taliban
Zabihullah Mujahid told the AIP that their fighters carried out the blast. He claimed that eight local
policemen, including their commander Sarjung were killed and eight more injured in the explosion.

ISLAMABAD / ISLAMABAD: Terrorism, fuelled by cross-border and foreign sponsorships, has
driven up losses for Pakistan to $118.3 billion since 2001, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar said
Thursday.

Unveiling the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2015-16 in Islamabad, the minister revealed how the
country suffered losses, both direct and indirect, worth $5.6 billion losses in the outgoing fiscal year
which ends on June 30. However, he said this was down by 40 per cent, or $3.7 billion, from
losses suffered in the last fiscal year, 2014-15. The calculation came after the government
upwardly revised the cost of war in that financial year to $9.24 billion. The government previously
estimated losses for fiscal year 2014-15 at $4.5 billion. The majority of the losses inflicted by the
war on terror, about 80 per cent of the total annual losses, comprise lost tax revenue and foreign
direct investment. Although the losses are significant when one sees them in terms of their impact
on public finances and the economy, the downward trajectory marks improvement in the overall
security situation.

Dar termed the reduction in losses a consequence of Operation Zarb-e-Azb and the National
Action Plan (NAP), which was implemented after the December 2014 APS tragedy in Peshawar.

“Pakistan continues to be a serious victim of terrorism, including foreign-sponsored terrorism from
our immediate neighbourhood,” read the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2015-16, which was
unveiled by the finance minister in Islamabad on Thursday.

The government and the military recently arrested in Balochistan spies from India and Afghanistan
who were involved in subversive activities.

The survey report stated that the government has had to divert a substantial portion of its scarce
national resources, including men and material, to address the emerging security challenges in the
country and to repair infrastructure damaged in this war. The report pointed out that apart from
direct economic losses, the country has been at the receiving end of untold human sufferings due
to indiscriminate, brutal terrorist attacks against civilians.

The Economic Survey argued that the cumulative impact of 9/11 has adversely affected Pakistan’s
growth rate in all major economic sectors. As the country started suffering immense losses in
terms of lives, economic opportunities lost and damage to infrastructure following the war in
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Afghanistan and the ensuing spill over of terrorism into Pakistan since 9/11, it included these in its
annual economic performance presentations. The losses inflicted on the country, according to the
survey, have thus far amounted to $118.3 billion. The sum is enough for the government to
completely fund eight Diamer-Bhasha dams, each of which costs $15 billion.

An inter-ministerial committee, which includes representatives from ministries of finance, interior,
foreign affairs and a Joint Ministerial Group, worked out the costs of terrorism for the country. They
determined that the cost of lost export opportunities further decreased to $800 million. Expenditure
overruns due to war on terrorism also dropped to $200 million in the outgoing fiscal year.

The cost of foreign investment dropped from $4.6 billion to $2.1 billion in the outgoing fiscal year.
Losses on account of fewer taxes collected decreased from $2.94 billion to $2.32 billion, which is
still a significant amount. The government listed other losses which reduced from $400 million to
$200 million. The cost of uncertainty also fell.

The survey stated that this cyclical situation has disrupted Pakistan’s normal economic and trading
activities, which not only results in higher costs of business in the country but also creates
disruptions in production cycles, resulting in significant delays in meeting export orders around the
globe.

As a result, Pakistani products have gradually lost their competitive edge in the global market,
hence slowing both economic growth and revenue collection.

WASHINGTON: The U.S. State Department said on Thursday that the number of terrorist
attacks around the world declined last year for the first time since 2012, and that such
attacks were becoming more decentralised and diffuse.

Terrorist attacks fell by 13 percent compared with 2014, while fatalities caused by terrorist activity
declined by 14 percent, the agency said in its report on global terrorism, which tracks trends in
political violence.

The State Department's acting coordinator for counterterrorism, Justin Siberell, said the drop was
due to fewer attacks in Iraq, Pakistan and Nigeria.

More than 55 percent of attacks attributed to terrorists last year occurred in five countries: Iraq,
Pakistan, India, Afghanistan and Nigeria, he said. Terrorist attacks and deaths increased in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, the Philippines, Syria and Turkey, according to Siberell.

"The global terrorist threat continued to evolve rapidly in 2015, becoming increasingly
decentralized and diffuse," the report said. "Although terrorist attacks took place in 92 countries in
2015, they were heavily concentrated geographically, as they have been for the past several
years."

Data compiled by the University of Maryland for the State Department showed there were 11,774
terrorist attacks worldwide during the year, in which more than 28,300 people died and roughly
35,300 others were wounded.

Islamic State militants posed the greatest terrorism threat globally despite significant losses in
territory in Iraq and Syria last year, the report said. The group made gains in Libya, however,
where it has about 5,000 fighters, the report said. It said Islamic State-aligned groups had emerged
in other parts of the Middle East, south and southeast Asia and West Africa, although the
relationship between the groups and Islamic State leadership was "symbolic in most cases."

As in previous years, the report cited Iran as the world's biggest state sponsor of terrorism, saying
Tehran supported conflicts in Syria and Iraq, and was implicated in violent Shia opposition raids in
Bahrain.

Bahrain has accused Iran of fomenting unrest in the country and of supplying weapons to Shi'ite
militants behind several bomb attacks on security forces. Iran has denied the claims.

WASHINGTON: A US state department report released on Thursday said Pakistan continued to
not take sufficient action against Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), and
cited the slow progress of the trial of the Mumbai 2008 attacks. The Country Reports on Terrorism
for 2015 called South Asia “a front-line region in the battle against terrorism” even as the Islamic
State (IS) “remained the greatest threat globally”.

Noting that LeT commander Zaki-ur-Rehman-Lakhvi is free on bail, though under house arrest, the
report brought Pakistan’s patchy record on counter-terrorism under scrutiny and criticism.
Islamabad has come under scathing attack in the US in recent months for its counter-terrorism
efforts.

“Pakistan has also not taken sufficient action against other externally-focused groups such as
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), which continued to operate, train,
organise, and fundraise in Pakistan,” the report said. Islamabad has further failed to take sufficient
steps to constrain fund-raising by affiliates or fronts of these outfits such as LeT’s Jamaat-u-Dawa
and Falah-e-Insaniyat Foundation, it said.

While Pakistan acted against terrorists that carried out attacks in its territories, such as Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, the report said, it “did not take substantial action against the Afghan Taliban or
HQN (the Haggani Network, a faction of Afghan Taliban)”. Though al Qaeda was in decline in the
region, the report noted its “leadership continued to operate from remote locations in the region
that the group has historically exploited for safe haven”. It might have added safe havens in
Pakistan, where al Qaeda’s top leader Osama bin Laden was found hiding with his family and
killed by US forces five years ago in May 2011.

As for Pakistan’s anti-terrorism courts, the report said they had “limited procedures for obtaining or
admitting foreign evidence” and cited how Pakistan was dragging its feet in the judicial
proceedings of the Mumbai attacks. The trial of seven suspects, including Lakhvi, continues eight
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years after the attack, the report said, pointing out “many witnesses for the prosecution remaining
to be called by the court”. “Security concerns and procedural issues resulted in a slow pace of trial

proceedings.”

Torture rampant in Ninety-nine per cent of women who go behind bars are raped by police officers

EE LS CLNETIEM T [N SHI | o1ore: Custodial torture is used as an instrument of governance in Pakistan, human rights
rights experts experts say, pointing to the killing of an opposition politician in jail last month as the latest example
Daily Times, June 02, 2016 of the practice.

Aftab Ahmad, the coordinator of senior MQM leader Dr Farooq Sattar, died on May 3 while he was
being held in custody by the Rangers law enforcement agency in Pakistan’s largest city Karachi.
The cause of his death was initially reported as a heart attack, until photos emerged of his body
bearing torture marks. The photos went viral.

The Director General of the Rangers, Major General Bilal Akbar conceded that Ahmad had been
tortured in custody, resulting in his death. AKbar said Standard Operating Procedures had not
been followed during interrogations.

Zainab Malik, who heads the Justice Project Pakistan (JPP), told News Lens Pakistan that
Ahmad’s death was just one example of custodial torture in Pakistan. Juveniles and women are
the primary target of torture in police custody, she says.

“Ninety-nine per cent of the women who go behind bars at police stations are raped by the police
officers,” Malik said. Citing the constitution of Pakistan that provides protection against torture of
every kind, she added that constitution did not define punishment to those involved in torture. It
needs another law to implement the constitution. She explained that there was no particular law to
criminalize torture in Pakistan.

“Pakistan ratified the United Nations Convention against Torture treaty in 2010. This convention
makes it mandatory on the signatory country to make laws against custodial torture while defining,
penalties, suggesting remedial measures for the victim and delineating investigative mechanism.”
All these measures are supposed to be independent of the police. “Presently even if we complain
against the custodial torture to the magistrate, he refers the case to police. There is an inherent
bias in the existing legal framework that prohibits torture,” she added.

“Since the Army Public School massacre, the death penalty has been restarted and to date, a
significant number of people have been sent to gallows. Our research shows that a majority of the
conviction had been secured by forced confession made when tortured,” said Malik.

According to the JPP, the government only yielded to address this issue when international
pressure mounted. The Prime Minister House released a report titled “National Action Plan on
Human Rights” in February 2016. The report has set targets and according to the deadline, the bill
pertaining prohibition of custodial torture will have been passed by July this year. Legally, torture is
prohibited in Pakistan as per Article 14 (2) of the Constitution of Pakistan, “No person shall be
subjected to torture for the purpose of extracting evidence,” says the constitution. Pakistan has
also ratified United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CAT). The Convention explains:

“The term ‘torture’ means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person
information or a confession.”

According to a study done by the Asian Human Rights Commission in 2015, 80 percent prisoners
were tortured in police custody. Seventy-two percent failed to report fearing repercussions. Around
44 percent people were sexually abused in detention.

A 2013 report by the Centre for Public Policy and Governance, ‘Policing, Custodial Torture, and
Human Rights’, found that torture was the “foremost instrument of evidence collection in Pakistan’s
criminal justice system”. The report described a “socio-cultural acceptability of torture” among
those who dispense it and those on whom it is dispensed.

Lawyer Zia Ahmed Awan does not entirely agree with the JPP. He says there were laws in
Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) that address issues about custody. However, the word ‘torture’ was
not used in any of the Pakistan Penal Code’s section. “We lack political and professional will by
both the politicians and law enforcement agencies (LEA) to make new and implement existing laws
regarding custodial torture,” Awan told News Lens in a telephone interview. “We have not only
given unofficial impunity to the law enforcement agencies, but a very non-serious attitude about
torture in custody prevails,” Awan said.

Secretary General Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, I. A. Rehman, got even harsher on the
issue when explaining the government’s seriousness in implanting the convention against torture.
“The government believes in torture. In Pakistan, the law enforcement agencies are trained to get
coerced confessions, which means applying torture,” Rehman said.

Some lawmakers such as Farhatullah Babar from the Pakistan People’s Party had tried to draw
the government’s attention towards the practice of torture. However he could not get the bill
passed by the National Assembly.

The PML-N lawmaker, Maiza Hameed, has made a more recent attempt. She has moved a bill
titted ‘Torture, Custodial Death (Prevention and Punishment) Act 2014." She told News Lens
Pakistan in a telephonic conversation that the bill was under discussion in the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Human Rights. “We are almost done with the law. The only area where
consensus lacks between the opposition and the treasury is whether the bill should include
investigating measures adopted by the Rangers during custody,” Said Hameed. Hameed was
unaware about the government’s decision to introduce Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention
and Punishment) Bill, 2013 by July 2016.
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The Chairman, National Assembly Standing Committee on Human Rights, Babar Nawaz Khan,
told News Lens Pakistan, about his ambition to bring out a comprehensive law of international
standard on custodial torture. He said the bill should be ready by November this year.

Like Hameed, Babar Nawaz was equally unaware about the National Action Plan on Human
Rights their government has undertaken.

ISLAMABAD: Fifteen police chiefs of the Police Service of Pakistan discussed at National Police
Management Board meeting in Islamabad the challenges and the steps to enhance police
professionalism.

The half yearly retreat deliberated on the policy issues to develop uniformity and standardization in
police practical working. The get-together was marked by police chiefs offering Fateha,
solemnizing for thousands of police martyrs and praying for early recoveries of many thousands of
maimed police officers in the war against terrorism and organized crime.

Eminent DG NPB Igbal Mahmood, former IG Sindh hosting the conference setting the theme, said
that police has severe challenges. He appreciated incumbent National Coordinator NACTA lhsan
Ghani, former DG NPB, for reshaping the National Police Bureau with the tumultuous support of
ministry of interior. Wonderful things could be achieved through teamwork and collaboration, Igbal
added.

The meeting was chaired by iconic Nasir Durrani IGP KP, seniormost police officer Pakistan police,
and attended by police high-ups from all the four provinces, however none from the Railways
police attended the session.

Overall in a three-hour session, NPMB dealt with 23 agenda points mostly of a policy nature to
homogenize police everyday functioning. Principally the meeting focused recommencement of
police officers deployment to UN placement of police officers in foreign missions to curb
transnational crime issuance of gallantry awards enhancement in its remuneration uniformity on
pay packages, uniform, salaries, audit of training institute, improvement in service, delivery status
of Police Order 2002, annual policing plan, statutory administration report, sharing of best
practices, remedial measures for thana culture, inter organizations, sports tournament, creation of
media cell, planning department, internal affairs department, collection of PSP data declaration of
a national police Shuhada day.

IG Mushtag Sukera shared numerous new initiatives of Punjab, appreciating CM Punjab for
daunting support to the Punjab police and agreed to lead in many of the new proposals of the
meetings. IGP Nasir Durrani acknowledged to have transformed KP police and offered to share
several best practices and many envisaged operational and training initiatives.

The conflict and instability in Afghanistan in the aftermath of 9/11 terrorist attacks and their regional
implications have badly impacted Pakistan’s economy and infrastructure. Due to the war on
terrorism, the country has suffered an estimated loss of $ 14.8 billion in the past two financial
years, 2014-15 and 2015-16, says the Economic Survey released on Thursday.

The report says that following the US invasion of Afghanistan, Pakistan saw a huge influx of
Afghan refugees as one of the main host countries. “There was a sudden rise in the number and
scale of terrorist attacks in the country. The cumulative impact of these developments adversely
impacted the overall growth rate in all major sectors of economy,” it adds. The report says that
during the past 14 years, the direct and indirect cost incurred by Pakistan due to incidents of
terrorism amounted to $ 118.31 billion — equivalent to Rs 9,869.16 billion.

According to the official data, the country suffered a loss of $ 9.24 billion in the fiscal year 2014-15
while a loss of $ 5.56 was registered during the ongoing financial year. The report details that the
tax collection was badly hit by the menace of terrorism during the past two fiscal years as $ 2.94
billion losses were recorded in the year 2014-15 and $ 2.32 billion in the ongoing financial year
ending on June 30. Losses in exports were also high due to terrorism as according to the report,
Pakistan recorded a loss of $ 1.88 billion — $1.08 billion in 2014-15 and $ 0.8 billion in 2015-16.
The country paid a total of $0.05 billion as compensation to those affected by the scourge of
terrorism: $ 0.4 billion during the year 2014-15 and $ 0.01 during the following year. The country
sustained a loss of $ 0.19 billion in physical infrastructure due to terrorism and conflict. In year
2014-15, the loss was recorded at $0.12 billion while the following year saw a loss of $ 0.07 billion
under the same head.

Pakistan also faced huge losses in foreign investment due to the war on terror. A total loss of $
6.60 billion was recorded in two years, $ 4.56 billion in 2014-15 and $ 2.04 in the year 2015-16.
The report says that the country also faced a loss of $ 0.01 billion in year 2014-15 due to terrorism.
No loss was registered last year under the same head.

The industrial output also incurred losses of $ 0.02 billion in year 2014-15 while the loss in the
following year was recorded around $ 0.01 billion.

The economic survey reflects a cut of $ 0.04 billion in the past two years. In the year 2014-15, loss
was recorded at $ 0.03 billion in terms of the cost of uncertainty which badly impacted the
country’s economic growth and lack of investment. During the following year, this loss was
registered at $ 0.01 billion.

The war against terrorism also negatively impacted the expenditure overrun in the past two years
as the loss was registered at $ 0.68 billion. Per report, the loss in expenditure overrun during the
year 2014-15 was recorded $ 0.40 billion while in the following year, the loss touched $ 0.28 billion
mark.

Losses under other heads were recorded at $ 0.06 billion, as a loss of $ 0.04 billion was registered
during the year 2014-15 while during the ongoing financial year the loss reduced to $ 0.02 billion.

The report says that normal economic and trading activities were disrupted, resulting in higher
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costs of doing business and significant delays in meeting the export orders around the globe. As a
result, Pakistani products gradually lost their market share to their competitors. Economic growth
could not pick up as planned.

Pakistan continues to be a serious victim of terrorism, including foreign-sponsored terrorism from
its immediate neighbourhood. A substantial portion of precious national resources, both men and
material, have been diverted to address the emerging security challenges and to repair the
damaged infrastructure over several years. In addition to economic losses, cross-border terrorism
in Pakistan has also been responsible for untold human sufferings due to indiscriminate, brutal
terrorist attacks against civilian establishments.

In order to address the menace of terrorism and extremism effectively, Pakistan has crafted a 20-
point National Action Plan which outlines various kinetic and preventive measures. The
comprehensive, all-out law enforcement action Zarb-e-Azb launched against all terrorist groups
without any discrimination has been remarkably successful. Zarb-e-Azb has started paying
dividend in terms of overall improved security situation in the country. This has created an enabling
environment for business and investment in Pakistan.

Moreover, both direct and indirect losses to the economy resulting from terrorism are on the
decline. Pakistan’s successful counter-terrorism efforts are the result of strong domestic political
consensus and unanimity on the need to eradicate terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.
However, durable peace and stability in Afghanistan and the region is necessary, among other
factors, for sustainable economic growth in Pakistan.

us (_.‘.ong,ress re_c_°gmzes ISLAMABAD: The US Congress recognizes the efforts and sacrifices made by the people
PakEStan s Sa?”flces of Pakistan and its armed forces in the fight against terrorism, Congressman Eric Swalwell
against terrorism said Thursday.

The Nation, June 02, 2016 The congressmen, who is in Pakistan, in a meeting with Prime Minister's Special Assistant on

Foreign Affairs Tariq Fatemi said his visit had provided him the opportunity to arrive at a deeper
understanding of the Pakistan-US bilateral cooperation.

A Democratic Party member from California, Congressman Swalwell serves on the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence and is the top democrat on the sub-committee on the
Central Intelligence Agency, (CIA), responsible for the oversight, policy, activities, and budget of
this organization.

Fatemi said regular parliamentary exchanges between Pakistan and the United States were
important to dispel misperceptions in the US Congress about Pakistan’s committed efforts against
terrorism. He stated this in a meeting with US Congressman Eric Swalwell here at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Fatemi said the timing of Congressman Eric Swalwell’s visit to Pakistan was
propitious as it provided the two sides a useful opportunity to take note of each other's
perspectives on issues of mutual interest. He expressed hope that during his stay in Pakistan,
Congressman Swalwell would be able to arrive at a holistic view of the history of Pakistan’s
meaningful cooperation with the US on issues including steps against terror outfits, ongoing peace
process in Afghanistan and improvement of relations with India. Fatemi briefed Swalwell in detail
about Pakistan’s successful efforts under the Zarb-e-Azb operation to uproot various terrorist
networks including Al-Qaeda, Tehreek-e-Pakistan and Haqgani Network from the Pakistani soil.

Matters related to peace and reconciliation efforts by the Quadrilateral Coordination Group, which
had received a serious setback following the US drone strike in Balochistan on May 21, that killed
the Afghan Taliban leader, were also discussed.

Congressmen Swalwell also serves on the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, where
he addresses issues related to climate change and advocates for renewable energy. He was
accompanied by US Ambassador David Hale

India behind terrorism in ISLAMABAD (Staff Report) — The Foreign Office on Thursday said thatIndia was
Karachi, Balochistan: financing terrorists to disturb law and order in Karachi and Balochistan.

Foreign Office Talking to newsmen during a weekly briefing, spokesperson Nafees Zakaria reiterated that India
Daily Pakistan, June 02, 2016 was involved in destabilizing Pakistan, citing the arrest of Indian spy Kalbhushan Yadav as clear
evidence of this claim.

Responding to a question, he said that Pakistan was itself a victim of terrorism and had rendered
countless sacrifices in the war on terror in last 15 years.

On the occasion, he also informed reporters that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
expressed good wishes for the health of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

Pakistan has alleged on numerous times thatIndia is supporting a separatist insurgency in
Balochistan. During Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's last visit to United States two dossiers to this
effect were also presented to US Secretary of State John Kerry. However, India has consistently
rejected these allegations, claiming that Pakistan has no material proof of Indian spying activities in
Balochistan.

REIES EN N ECR ToleT olile) M IVl ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif on Wednesday said Pakistan
to succeed against had no option but to succeed against terrorism. The consistency in successes gained against the
terrorism: COAS terrorism would be maintained at all costs and terrorists would never be allowed to re-settle in
’ cleared tribal areas, he said while talking to the media after the President's Address to the joint
sitting of the Parliament here.

Business Recorder, June 01, 2016

The COAS said the year 2016 was a year of annihilation of terrorists as the country had no option
but to succeed in the ongoing war against terrorism. The entire nation was united for the integrity
and prosperity of the motherland, he added. He said the operation Zarb-e-Azb was progressing
successfully and terror incidents were receding persistently. "Insha Allah, we are making efforts
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that no incident of terror should occur in the years to come." Drone attacks, he said, were against
the country's integrity. Such attacks compromised the country's sovereignty, he added.

Answering a question, he said the issue of purchase of F-16s was being looked into. China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), he vowed, would be completed at all costs. He said the
rehabilitation and rebuilding process was continuing at a rapid rate in North and South Waziristan
agencies. The process of reforms should continue in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) under a comprehensive system, he added. Regarding law and order in Balochistan, he
said the situation in the province was improving fast.

President Mamnoon Hussain, he said, had apprised him that a cadet college was being
established in Gwadar. He said Baloch students were given admission in Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS) so that they could be part of the national mainstream. Many of
those students had come to Punjab for the first time to study at the LUMS, he added.

Parliamentary leader of FATA in the National Assembly Shah G Gul Afridi, who was also present
on the occasion, said reforms were continuing in the tribal areas.
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GUJRANWALA: Work at the 500-bed Tertiary Care Hospital, Gujranwala is underway at a brisk
pace and it will be completed at a cost of Rs3.9 billion by the end of 2017, Adviser to Punjab CM on
Health Khawaja Salman Rafique said.Speaking during inspection of the under-construction Tertiary
Care Hospital in Gujranwala, Mr Rafique said that the provision of best healthcare facilities to the
public is the top most priority of the government for which state-of-the-art hospitals equipped with all
latest facilities are being constructed across the province.He said that Gujranwala tertiary Hospital
would be another milestone in providing latest health facilities to people of Punjab.He said that after
completion, latest tertiary care facilities would be available to people of Gujranwala Division and rest
of the area, which would be helpful to reduce the work load of tertiary care hospitals of Lahore.

Briefing about the under-construction project, Principal Gujranwala Medical College Prof Aftab
Mohsin informed that the hospital would be a 6-story building consisting of 3-blocks and the total
covered area would be 3 lakh 60 thousand square feet.He said that the hospital is spread over six
acres of land.Moreover, a separate complex for operation theatres is part of the plan which would be
consisting of 10 operation theatres. He informed that the hospital would provide all tertiary care
medical facilities including paeds medicines, paeds surgery, general surgery, medicines, ENT,
ophthalmology, pathology labs, all diagnostic facilities, organ transplant, cardiac unit, ICU, CCU and
dialysis facilities for kidney patients.Secretary Specialized Healthcare and Medical Education
(SH&ME) Najam Ahmad Shah assured that government would provide required funds for this
purpose.lt was informed that Rs1.4 billion would be spent on civil work while medical equipment and
other diagnostic machineries worth Rs1.7 billion would be procured for the hospital.

RAWALPINDI: EzPz Sehat, a startup technology company, started its operations in Pakistan Sunday
by launching a powerful online data platform where patients can, within minutes, find the right doctor
from over five major cities and 30 plus specialisations, and get an appointment online, thereby
simplifying one of the tedious processes in patient-doctor consultation.With both specialist doctors
practicing in the hospitals of Rawalpindi and Islamabad, as well as patients in attendance at the
launch ceremony here Sunday, the organisers unveiled how easy and simple it can be for them to
make informed choices and set appointments within minutes.“We help patients find the right doctor
for them and help doctors with an online presence which allows them to interact with patients through
a moderated feedback system,” participants were informed. Ezpz.pk aims to bridge the gap between
doctors and patients by providing reliable information of doctors practicing all over Pakistan. It helps
patients find the best doctors for them, and offers top medical practitioners a better way to connect
with clients. They can filter doctors based on consultation fee, distance, gender, and language.

Appreciating the online appointment booking, doctors said it would greatly help them in managing
time and keeping a good track of their appointments. At present, patients have to undergo a lot of
effort to find the doctor most suited to their need and then make an appointment. Some patients from
outside the twin cities, especially those coming from Northern Areas and AJK, have to send a person
all the way here to find the doctor and set appointments, thus wasting a lot of time and money in the
process.While highlighting the problems that patients generally have to suffer because of the
communication gap, leading pain management specialist Brig. Asif Gul remarked that, “this website
has been constructed around the idea of convenience and digital empowerment to provide users with
sufficient data to find the right doctor.”"Maliha Khalid, CEO of the startup said, “Ezpz has one of the
most comprehensive roster of doctors available in Pakistan. It's like google for doctors. Finding and
getting an appointment with the right doctor will be easy as pie.”"Maliha further went on to say that,
“Technical smartness is one of the increasingly important skill sought after by young consumers
today. This is amply reflected in unprecedented growth in smart phone usage for making market
place decisions and indeed searching for making appointments with doctors. Currently, there are
around 10 million Internet users in Pakistan and the number is fast increasing. These Internet users
alone are based in Islamabad and Rawalpindi (1,029,000), Lahore (2,412,480), and Karachi
(7,050,000). The number of specialist doctors in the country is around 60,000, half of which work in
major cities, i.e. Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi/lslamabad and Peshawar.

Maliha recognised the need for such a product in 2014 after a personal experience dealing with the
broken health system in Pakistan. In the last two years, she has been able to achieve buy-in from
thousands of doctors as well as users, and brought them onto the Ezpz platform. Maliha has a
degree in Economics and Management from University of London International Programme.Engineer
Umer Adnan, co-founder and CEO of E4 Technologies said, “We developed this product for EZPZ
Sehat by combining our expertise in user experience, design thinking and knowledge of software and
cloud platforms necessary to support the smooth running of Ezpz’'s system. We’re also going to come
up with dedicated Apps for doctors that allow them to make the transition to our system hassle-
free.”Eminent public health professional Ayyaz Kiani, who is also the co-founder of the initiative, said
the aspect of consumer protection has also been embedded into the application. “For the first time in
Pakistan, patients can sort doctors based on their experience, the number of online appointments
they have been booked for, patient ratings, profile views, etc.?They can sign up and manage their
profile, including any medical history they would like the doctor to view, prior to the appointment.
Patients can book online appointments and keep a tab of their past and upcoming appointment as
well as cancel any scheduled appointments in case of any issue. Once their appointment with the
doctor is completed, they can review and rate the doctor, helping other patients to better judge the
on-panel doctors.”

KARACHI: The Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) held negotiations with the government and
agreed to end their protest over water shortage in the city. According to details, representatives of the
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Chief Minister House and the Commissioner House were sent to negotiate with MQM leaders, which
included Khawaja Izhar-ul-Hassan and Farooq Sattar. Speaking to media personnel, Khawaja Izhar
said:-"The government has given us assurances after which we have decided to end our protest.
However, if the water shortage problem persists, we will be back," he warned. Khawaja Izhar-ul-
Hassan also said that he had advised the government to disconnect all illegal connections and lay
down new pipes. MQM had announced that they would protest over shortage of water in the city,
outside the Chief Minister House. Roadblocks were placed near the CM House and a heavy
contingent of police personnel was deployed to ensure that the protesters did not get out of hand.

LAHORE: A state-of-the-art Gastroenterology and Liver center was inaugurated at Shalamar
Hospital yesterday.Trustee Shahid Hussain inaugurated the center, whuile Chief Executive Shalamar
Institute of Health Sciences Brig (r) Anis Ahmed, Executive Director Shalamar Hospital, Prof Ali
Kazim, Prof M Akhtar Khan, Incharge Gastroenterology Dr Haroon Yousaf, GM Business
Development Dr Irfan Ali Syed and other staff was also present on the occasion.The guests visited
the center and appreciated the facilities.Dr Haroon Yousaf briefed the participants about the services
being provided at the medical facility.

BANNU: Another polio case surfaced from Bannu district on Saturday, bringing the number of cases
reported this year in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa to seven. The victim has been identified as six-year-old
Sohema.Rafiullah, her father, told The Express Tribune he had administered polio drops to his
daughter. However, she managed to contract the virus."Medical teams from Islamabad and
Peshawar said they would treat her accordingly but they failed to show up.”He urged the provincial
and federal governments to look into the matter and facilitate him over his daughter's medical
treatment.This is the third polio case to surface from the district.Earlier, on May 17, another polio
case was reported from Bannu.

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank has approved a $300 million-loan for Punjab to improve school
participation, completion, and teaching-learning practices over the next five years amid concerns
over low outcomes, it was learnt on Saturday.The board of directors of the lending agency approved
the loan, under the third Punjab Education Sector Reforms programme, which will particularly focus
on low-performing districts of the province. The World Bank has linked disbursements with
results.The loan was provided by relatively expensive arm of the WB — the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) — and is repayable in 18.5 years.One-fifth of the loan will be
spent on pre-primary education,while the remaining will be used for primary and secondary
education.The lender said a weak private sector environment, public sector management and
implementation capacity will continue to hamper service delivery performance. As a result, human
development indicators continue to lag.“Despite over a decade of focused support to large-scale
education programmes and ... ‘cutting edge’ reforms, education outcomes, including enrollment rates
and learning outcomes, in the province ... are only marginally better than those in the rest of the
country,” project documents stated.“Despite the gains in student learning and enroliment in Punjab, a
lot more needs to be done to improve the education indicators in Punjab,” said WB Country Director
for Pakistan lllango Patchamuthu.Access to schools, especially at the secondary level, is uneven and
student transition and retention rate is also low.A handout stated that significant shortfalls persisted in
both school participation and student achievement, especially in the poorer districts of Punjab.The
3rd Punjab Education Sector Project will support interventions to provide students from poorest
households “financial resources and opportunities”, enabling them to attend primary and secondary
schools, it added.The WB said that the project will benefit nearly three million children. One million
out-of-school children would also be brought into school through this project.

Pakistan has reiterated its continued support to Sri Lanka in enhancing younger generation’s nation
building capacities with better educational opportunities. This was stated by Pakistan High
Commissioner to Sri Lanka Shakeel Hussain while speaking at award of educational scholarships to
160 bright Sri Lankan students under Jinnah Educational Scholarship Programme of the Government
of Pakistan. The High Commissioner underlined that Pakistan seeks to expand its cooperation with
Sri Lanka in the field of education.Sri Lankan Minister for City Planning and Water Supply Rauf
Hakeem in his remarks said that Pakistan government’s support in the education of the needy Sri
Lanka students shows its commitment toward the bilateral cooperation between the two countries.He
said Pakistan is a close friend of Sri Lanka and has helped Sri Lanka in times of crisis throughout the
history.The Government of Pakistan is awarding Jinnah Educational Scholarships since 2005. So far
45 million rupees worth of scholarships have been awarded for promoting bright Sri Lankan students.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information, Public Relations and Culture Secretary Tahir Hassan HAS said
that the Malik Saad Shaheed Sports Trust (MSSST) is dedicatedly serving the nation in the fields of
sports, health and education and is encouraging the youth to bring social peace in difficult
circumstances.He said this during his visit to the MSSST head office on Sunday.Hassan was warmly
received by MSSST Secretary Amjad Aziz Malik, Board of Trustees (BoT) members Syed Ali Nawaz
Gilani and Shakeel-ur-Rehman. Hassan visited the picture gallery and watched a documentary film
on MSSST activities and achievements.Hassan paid rich tribute to Shaheed Malik Saad, Safwat
Ghayur and a number of other police officers and jawans for their great services. He appreciated
various MSSST programmes in their names as they will aware the new generation about the glorious
services the martyred police officers rendered for the nation. He said, “Whatever the circumstances
are, we will look after the people and provide justice and peace to all.”"Hassan mentioned that the
present government is very serious and is bringing a change and creating a difference at all levels
through hard work and better surveillance.During his visit, the secretay information, public relations
and culture also wrote his views in the visitor's book and offered support from his department. He
said, “The MSSST is one of those bright examples that give us hope and encouragement that
demonstrate the will, determination and resilience of our nation. | wish the trust all the success.”He
was also informed that the MSSST is planning to establish free tuition centres for needy students.

KARACHI: The PIA Township building fire intensified on Saturday as fire tenders battled to
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extinguish it at the Jinnah International Airport, sources said.According the Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) sources, the building where PIA engineers reside at the airport caught fire due to a
short circuit.No loss of life was reported, sources said.The fire was initially reported around 9:30AM in
the engineering department at the Jinnah International Airport, police officials said.After receiving the
news, the fire brigade along with two civil administration vehicles and civil aviation fire tenders
reached the spot.As the fire intensified, more rescue teams reached the area and called for more fire
tenders.According to the latest news, 12 fire tenders are busy extinguishing the fire.

KARACHI (Web Desk): The Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) complaint
council Sindh, under the chairmanship of Professor Inam Bari, slapped Channel 24 with a one million
rupee fine and asked it to air an apology for leveling allegations of corruption against ex-Director FIA
Shahid Hayat.Earlier, the former Director of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) had complained
to PEMRA against the allegations leveled at him by anchor Mubashir Lucman on Channel 24.The
PEMRA complaint council, after hearing both sides, imposed a fine on the channel and sought
cancellation of its license in case of future violation of PEMRA rules.Furthermore, the complaint
council also recommended a fine of Rs. 2 lac on Samaa TV for airing objectionable remarks against
Prime Minister of Pakistan by model Qandeel Baloch, despite Samaa having already aired an
apology for those remarks.PEMRA complaint council also urged Channel 42 and K-21 to be extra
cautious in reporting sensitive issues.

LAHORE (Dunya News): Teachers on Saturday demonstrated protest on Lahore’s Mall Road after
young nurses called off their sit-in. According to details, the teachers have staged protest outside
Punjab Assembly against the possible privatization of government schools and unemployment.The
protesters have warned of continuing the protest until the government accepts their demands.The
continuous protests at Mall Road have badly irked the citizens as they are facing difficulties in moving
on the roads due to severe traffic jam.Earlier, young nurses ended their five-day protest against the
concerned department after successful negotiation. The staffers had demanded approval of
service structure and health allowance.

ISLAMABAD:The federal government has allocated Rs 84.195 billion for education and Rs 12.4
billion for health sector out of the total budget outlay of Rs 4894.9 billion for the next fiscal year 2016-
17. The federal education budget is Rs 76 million less than that allocated last fiscal year for this
sector.According to the budget document presented in the National Assembly by Federal Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar yesterday, the government has set aside Rs 21.5 billion for Higher Education
Commission projects."lt is disappointing to see the Prime Minister giving so much importance to
education by launching a reform initiative, and the Finance Minister is actually decreasing the
allocation for the sector. There is actually a decrease of Rs 76 million if you compare the expected
expenditure in 2015-2016 with the allocation announced in the budget," said Salman Naveed,
Campaign Manager, Political Advocacy at Alif Ailaan.The government in the past made promises on
various occasions to spend four percent of its GDP for education. This commitment has been made
by various governments and has been explicitly stated as Pakistan’s policy in numerous official
documents. The current government’s officials have repeated this promise on several occasions. The
most recent domestic articulation of this commitment was made by Federal Minister for Finance
Ishag Dar on the floor of the parliament in his budget speech yesterday. The health sector has been
allocated Rs 12.4 billion for the next fiscal year; which is far less than Rs 20.88 billion allocated last
year.Experts have criticized the government on the less allocation for health and education sectors.
“People are severely facing education and health related issues but the cut down of the funds for
these sectors will affect the quality of life in a broader perspective,” said Sadia Razzaq, a researcher
in Sustainable Development Policy Institute, an Islamabad based think-tank.“It seems that the
government is not serious in changing lives of the people, without any long-term agenda in provision
of educational and health services, and their promises are limited only to rhetoric,” she added. Saqgib
Sherani, an expert on economy, claimed that Pakistan is ranked 172nd on education and 187th on
health to GDP spending around the world, much lower to the international standard in terms of
provision of health and educational services.

LAHORE: The Secretary Health stated that he had assured protesting nurses that their demands
would be met. According to details, a six-member delegation of the Young Nurses Association (YNA)
met with the Secretary of Health for negotiations. The negotiations between both sides lasted for a bit
but no solution to the matter was reached. "Have assured protesting nurses that their demands would
be met," he said. Nurses have been staging a sit-in protest at The Mall road since five days and
demanding their rights. Protesting nurses have called for implementation of the announced service
structure and health risk allowance.One group of nurses protesting in Lahore had had successful
negotiations with the government and stopped their protest. However, the other group had continued
to protest.

ISLAMABAD: The government has announced 10 per cent increase in the pay and pension of
federal employees, merging the ad hoc increases in the salaries made in 2013 and 2014. During his
budget speech in National Assembly yesterday, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar said that all the federal
government employees would be given 10 per cent increase on the running basic from July 1, while
the ad hoc increases made in the salaries in 2013 and 2014 were merged in the pay scale.The
pensioners will get 10 per cent increase in their net pensions from July 1, while the pensioners above
the age of 85 years will be given an increase of 20 per cent, according to the decision.Similarly for
the benefit of labour class, the minimum wage has been increased to Rs14,000 from prevalent
Rs13,000.The federal government has also upgraded the pay scales with lower division clerk initial
pay scale is upgraded to basic pay scale 9 from 7, upper division clerk in BPS 11 to 9, while
assistants initial BPS lifted to BPS 16 to BPS 14.The employees serving in Grade 1 to 15 will get 50
per cent increase in their travelling allowance while the MPhil allowance will be enhanced to
Rs2500.Similarly additional charge and deputation allowances would be enhanced from Rs6,000 to
Rs12,000.0n the recommendation of Leader of Opposition in the National Assembly Khurshid Shah,
the conveyance allowance for disabled persons has been fixed at Rs1,000 per month.Special area
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compensatory allowance is increased at the uniform rate of Rs300 per month, while the slots of
Khateeb are revised from BPS 12 to BPS 15, Moazin/Muddaris BPS 5 to 7, Khadim BPS 5 to BPS 6
in Augaf Directorate Islamabad Capital Territory.For the benefit of pensioners, the upper limit of
investment in pension scheme, senior citizens widows’ investment in Bahbood Scheme, National
Savings is increased from Rs4 million to Rs5 million.For the pay and pensions relief, an allocation of
Rs57 billion is estimated in the budget 2016-17.

LAHORE: The Army has introduced a new facility of mobile clinic in Lahore Garrison to cater to
health needs of the Cantt residents at their door step. The custom built mobile dispensary has been
developed as part of health out reach convenience program of Combined Military Hospital (CMH)
Lahore. The roving hospital comprises a four wheeler with multiple medical facilities including both
male and female Army doctors, laboratory, pharmacy and an operation theatre for minor cases.The
mobile hospital will visit various cantt colonies on weekly basis to provide on spot medical support.
This welfare project is yet another step to supplement the already existing capacity of CMH Lahore
and Garrison Medical Centres to cater for health needs of even greater number of residents in a
shorter time span with hassle free environment without compromising on quality / standards.

ISLAMABAD : State Minister for IT and Telecom Anusha Rehman said yesterday that a collective
effort is required to protect the cyber space.During her meeting with the Ambassador of Japan
Takashi Kurai, here she reiterated that cyber crime has become a matter of global concern now and
a collective effort is required to protect the cyber space as this crime does not exist within the
boundaries of a nation. Therefore, universal cooperation among nations is direly needed to address
the emerging enhanced requirement of cyber security.The minister further said that they are in the
process of enacting a law on cyber crimes which will also ensure that internet users have same legal
rights online. Moreover, all the sections of this proposed law have been prescribed as non-cognizable
except terrorism and child pornography.The Japanese Ambassador assured his cooperation for
enhancing bilateral engagement in IT and Telecom spheres between the two countries.

ISLAMABAD (Web Desk): Senate was told on Thursday that the underground water level in
Islamabad has plummeted and in certain areas residents were facing acute water scarcity.During
question hour, Senators were told in reply to a question from Mian Muhammad Attiq Sheikh that no
proposal was under consideration to impose a ban on water boring in areas falling under the
jurisdiction of Islamabad.The Senate was told that the population of urban and rural areas of
Islamabad had surpassed 2 million and the existing water supply was insufficient to cater to the
needs of Islamabad residents. 26 new tube wells have also been installed in Islamabad to ensure
smooth supply of water, the Senate was told.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) on Thursday
announced a considerable reduction in the fees being charged for preparation of Smart
Cards.According to Spokesman of Ministry of Interior the reductions in the fee structure were carried
out on orders of the Interior Minister.According to new fee structure, the Smart Card issuance fee of
Rs 1500 (regular) has been reduced to Rs 400 while Rs 800 would be charged to those clients
asking for urgent preparation of the card.The authority would charge Rs 1600 for issuance of each
Executive Smart Card, he added.

LAHORE: Power generation projects of above 6,000MW in Punjab have witnessed no major
progress despite around five years of their existence on papers, The Nation has learnt.The PML-N
govt had established Punjab Energy Department in its previous tenure by allocating Rs 9 billion in
budget 2011-12 with the purpose to solely focus on power generation in worst loadshedding hit
province.The provincial govt had allocated Rs 10 billion in 2012-13, Rs 20 billion in 2013-14, Rs 31
billion in 2014-15 and Rs 16 billion in fiscal year 2015-16 for various power generation schemes
planned by the department but it failed to show any performance on generation side.The govt also
established Punjab Power Development Company, Quaid-e-Azam Solar Company (Pvt) Limited,
Punjab Energy Holding Company Ltd, Quaid-e-Azam Thermal (Pvt) Limited, Quaid-e-Azam Wind
Power Ltd and Punjab Power Development Board to facilitate power generation by engaging private
sector but no major improvement was seen so far. The govt has planned to generate 6,289MW from
total 39 power projects of thermal, solar and hydel generation.Out of 39, 25 projects were to be
completed exclusively with the investment of private sector and 14 were planned in public sector.The
govt so far completed a single project of 100MW solar power generation at Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park
Bahawalpur.“Funds have not been allocated for three thermal power generation projects
(Muzaffargarh, Lahore and Faisalabad) of 400MW and 10 hydel generation projects of combine
80MW capacity on different barrages and canals,” said sources. “Financial constraints are the main
problems towards completion of the projects in the public sector,” they added.The target to complete
hydro-power generation projects at Marala, Pakpattan, Chianwali and Degout Fall till June 2016
could not be achieved as they were supposed to add 20MW energy in national grid.” Of 25 thermal,
solar and hydel power projects of 5,709MW capacity in private sector, the construction on two coal
fired power projects of 1,320MW could be started, sources said. They said that the four other coal
power projects, two in Muzaffargarh and two in Rahim Yar Khan, were still hanging at feasibility
stages. The private investors failed to show any progress on nine solar power plants of combine
1,519 MW capacity.“Tariff controversy made worst impact on progress in execution of solar projects
in private sector. Private investors are not willing to sell power to national grid on Nepra determined
tariff,” sources said, adding, 11 hydro projects of 135 MW planned with the investment of private
sector could not be executed.

MUZAFFARGARH: A Muslim teacher could face the death penalty after being accused of
blasphemy, sparking anger from school officials and activists who said the law is being abused to
carry out personal vendettas.Arabic teacher Gibreel Ahmed was arrested at a government school in
Muzaffargarh on May 14 after allegedly beating two brothers in the sixth grade for not coming to
class on time. The students' parents complained to the Government High School Gurmani, whose
head told AFP the 40-year-old teacher had been suspended after an inquiry. But four days after the
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original complaint, the parents went to police to accuse Ahmed of blasphemy, according to local
authorities. The school said no mention of blasphemy had been made before the police complaint.
Rights groups have said the laws are routinely abused to seek vengeance. Multan-based lawyer
Shahbaz Ali Gurmani, who said he has spoken with the father of the accused, said this was one of
those cases. "The case of this Arabic teacher seems fake and lodged to take revenge from him," he
told AFP this week."This is happening across Pakistan now, unfortunately, that wherever a
blasphemy case is lodged there appears personal, social or political motive behind it in the most
cases." The school's headmaster agreed, saying that the initial complaint from the parents had made
no mention of blasphemy. The teacher did beat the students and was suspended for it, said Qazi
Muhammad Ajmal.But the blasphemy allegation was "baseless", he said, adding that the majority of
the school's 16 teachers agreed.Prominent human rights activist Hina Jillani said police at times act
on such complaints as they are afraid of a backlash if they do not. "In Pakistan, these laws are used
to take revenge, for vested interests, unfortunately," she said.Muhammad Bilal, the father who
complained, told AFP that Ahmed would often beat students."My son told me on May 10 that the
teacher beat them for not carrying out a blasphemous act," he said. "We were angry and we took up
the issue."The teacher is being held in jail as an investigation is carried out, said local police official
Javed Akhtar.Ahmed's father Fazlur Rehman told AFP that police had refused to take his statement
or clarify where they were keeping his son.

Nurses protest outside
Lady Reading Hospital

The News International June 2,

PESHAWAR: Nurses on strike protested outside Lady Reading Hospital's administration block on
Thursday over non-fulfillment of their demands. According to details, the strike is being carried out at
the call of the Nurses Association. Nurses have been on strike for a couple of days over non-
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fulfillment of their demands. Patients in hospitals had to suffer over the nurses' absence from duty.
The Young Nurses Alliance (YNA) in Lahore have been holding sit-in protests outside Punjab
Assembly in Lahore. The nurses have went on strike over non-fulfillment of their demands, which
include implementation on the service structure and also, their demand for health risk
allowance.Adviser to the Chief Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique had issued a warning
earlier for nurses to desist from protesting otherwise strict action would be taken.

ISLAMABAD: Ruling in favour of private schools in the federal capital, the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday dismissed an earlier notification against increase in fees by private schools,
supporting their decision to raise tuition fee. The IHC’s Justice Amir Farooq heard the case and gave
a brief verdict in the school fees hike case.The high court heard the application submitted by private
schools and nullified the Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority’s (PEIRA) September
2015 notification.The private schools took up the case with the help of senior advocates such as
Asma Jahangir, Shahid Hamid, and Malik Imran Safdar, challenging the PEIRA notification in the
IHC.The court in its brief ruling, also ordered the PEIRA to take suggestions from private schools
before introducing new rules.In September last year, parents of schoolchildren took to the streets in
protest against the increase in fees by private schools. This prompted the government to spring into
action and issue the notification against the fee hike.The PEIRA notification had directed the private
schools in the capital to not only reverse the decision to increase fees of students, but also to refund
the extra fees taken from students.“All private educational institutions are directed not to increase any
fee/ charges/ funds in 2015. Any increase in fee/ fund/ charges, already charged by private
educational institutions shall be refunded/ adjusted in the subsequent challans/bills,” the notification
had said.

ISLAMABAD:The government on Tuesday decided to keep petroleum products prices unchanged
for the month of June as against the recommendations of OGRA of increasing oil prices.“In line with
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's policy of providing maximum relief to the people, it has been decided
that the prices of petroleum products will not be increased on June 1st, 2016” said an official
statement issued by the Ministry of Finance. The govt will absorb the full impact of maintaining the
prices at the current level.The statement further said that the absorption of Rs. 6.69 per litre in HSD
by the Federal Government would also help the provincial govts to ensure that there is no
unnecessary price hike during Ramazan on this account.The OGRA has proposed that the govt up to
9.22 per cent increase in the prices of petroleum products for the month of June.OGRA has proposed
an increase of 1.32 per cent or Rs 0.85 per litre in the price of petrol.According to the summary, an
increase of 9.22 per cent or Rs 6.69 per litre in the price of High Speed Diesel, hike of 9.17 per cent
or Rs 3.77 per litre in kerosene and increase of 2.99 per cent or Rs 2.18 per litre in high octane
blended oil (HOBC) had been suggested.The govt for the second consecutive month has rejected the
summary of OGRA of increasing POL prices.|t is worth mentioning here that recommendations sent
by OGRA for the month of May was rejected by the prime minister.

ISLAMABAD: A Parliamentary Committee was yesterday informed that there would be no power
loadshedding during Sehr and Iftar timings in the upcoming holy month of Ramazan. To ensure
power supply to domestic consumers during Sehr and Iftar timings, it has been decided to end zero
loadshedding for industries in Ramazan, Secretary Minister of Water and Power Muhammad Younas
Daga told the Senate Standing Committee on Water and Power.The Senate Standing Committee on
Water and Power met in the chair of Sardar Muhammad Yaqoob Khan Nasar and reviewed
loadshedding schedule announced for the summer 2016, loadshedding plan during the holy month
and functioning of power distribution companies. Chairman of the Committee directed the Ministry to
ensure no loadshedding should take place in Sehr and Iftar throughout the country, including
Karachi. The Secretary Water and Power said that to ensure smooth supply to domestic consumers
during Sehr and lIftar it has been decided that loadshedding will be resumed for the industrial
sector.Secretary Water and Power informed the Committee that currently zero loadshedding was
being observed on industrial feeders and it will not be a big deal if they face some loadshedding in
Ramazan. Regarding loadshedding in Karachi, he said that directives were issued to K-Electric to
ensure power supply during Sehr and Iftar and negotiation was underway with the company in this
regard.

The Secretary said that to provide better services to the consumers of Karachi the monopoly of K-
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Electric needs to be ended. More distribution companies should be allowed to work in Karachi for
power supply, he said ,adding, that it will create competitive environment and consumers will get
quality services. Younas apprised the Committee that the accumulative power generation was
19,700MW. Some 36 per cent electricity was being generated through hydel, 30 per cent from
furnace oil and eight per cent from Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), he added.The Secretary said that by
the end of 2017 the country production will be more than its demand. He said two nuclear projects of
680MW are ready. Senator Nisar Muhammad said that the nuclear electricity is expensive and
enquired about per unit cost of nuclear power generation. The Secretary said that he has no
knowledge about the price and will ask from the Atomic Energy Commission. The Chairman
Committee said that in Balochistan cheap wind and solar power can be generated.Pakistan is poor
country, why are you generating expensive power for the poor consumers, Yaqgoob Nasir
questioned.Yunus Dagha said that some wind projects having accumulative capacity of 200MW
would start generation in June while another 200MW will be added from solar generation system. As
many as 2400MW RLNG based electricity would be added to the national grid, he added.Senator
Nauman Wazir said that in Pakistan solar electricity is expensive as in throughout the world it is Rs 3
per unit while in Pakistan it is Rs 12 per unit. Secretary Water and Power informed that the issue was
raised with the NEPRA and the govt has so far refused to accept 17 tariff notification of
NEPRA.Some of the tariff determination done by NEPRA is unacceptable and the govt is moving to
court to reduce the tariff, he informed. The price of wind power was reduced from Rs 14.5 per unit to
Rs 10.5, he said ,adding, that solar tariff will expire in June and after that the power will be purchased
at Rs 10.5 per unit.

Yunus Daga said the transmission system in the country was not sufficient for supplying of power to
the consumers.The Committee was apprised that National Transmission and Dispatch Company
(NTDC) was facing problems for acquiring land for setting up Chakdra and Nowshera grid
stations.He said that power recoveries stood at 93.4 per cent while losses were curtailed up to 18 per
cent.By increasing the recoveries to 93.4 per cent, one billion rupees was saved while by reducing
the line losses to 18 per cent Rs 10 billion was saved, he added.The Ministry has a net saving of Rs
51 billion, the Secretary said. However Senator Nauman Wazir rejected the claim stating that the
revenue collection was increased by sending fake units to the consumers.The consumers are being
charged extra, he added. Nauman Wazir alleged that consumers are being charged Rs 12 per unit in
the day time while in night they are being charged Rs 18 per unit. Secretary Water and Power said
that in October 2014 the circular debt was Rs 320 billion and it was reduced by Rs 2 billion to Rs 318
billion.The Committee also raised the issue of increasing the power tariff by Rs 2 per unit to pay off
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dues of net hydel profit. The Committee noted that it is injustice to transfer
the burden to the consumers.There was exchanged of harsh word, between Secretary Water and
Power and Senator Nauman Wazir over the issue of net hydel profit. Senator Nauman Wazir said
that Rs 70 billion paid by the govt to KP was not a favour but it was the right of the province.Senator
Taj Haider said that the govt should focus on solar energy generation in Punjab and should reduce
the import of fuel for power generation. Senator ljaz Dhamra said that the GENCOS and DISCOS
officials don'’t listen to anyone.“Going to DISCOS office and police station is alike,” he added. He said
that in Sindh the people are still facing up to 20 hours loadshedding. He said that HESCO chief was
retired but he is still performing his duties. Similarly, 18 employees were recruited in HESCO without
any advertisement.The Committee directed to furnish the details of the officials working on deputation
in the Ministries.Similarly, it was also asked that how many Ph.ds, Master degree holders and energy
experts are working in the Ministry.The meeting was attended by Senators Nisar Muhammad,
Nouman Wazir, Ahmed Hassan and other officials.

LAHORE: Nurses of government hospitals have staged a sit-in for the second consecutive day as a
form of protest against the government. It is pertinent to mention here that nurses had also held a sit-
in protest yesterday outside Punjab Assembly. A representative of the Young Nurses Alliance (YNA)
had stated that nurses from all government hospitals would converge for the sit-in protest by 10
am. The nurses' protest at Faisal Chowk proved to be a hindrance as a traffic jam ensued in the
surrounding area due to their protest. Nurses called for implementation of the announced service
structure as well as their health risk allowance.The previous day, nurses' strike had caused difficulties
for citizens as their protest resulted in a traffic jam. Ambulances also had trouble passing through
since Shahrah-e-Fatima Jinnah and Mall Road were blocked due to the protest sit-in. Yesterday after
the nurses had protested, Punjab Chief Minister's Adviser on Health Khawja Salman Rafeeq had
issued a warning to all those who were instigating nurses to go on strike, would face strict action.
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MEASLES: IMMUNIZATION IS OUR BEST DEFENCE edenmem A Gt e

Measles can be dang , especially for babies & young Children. —
Anti-Measles C: i 2016 CHINA ’
. nti-Measles Campaign - £
Measles Sign & Symptoms A spokeswoman for the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) 0 s\,
Melissa Corkum said, ‘Measles kills more children in AW "y,
Pakistan than any other diseases that immunization can N\ %,

prevent,”. Anti-measles campaign is an effective way to reach
1- High Fever (may spike to more than 104 F) children at risk and raise the population’s immunity against
h

KA
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2- Cougl measles within a very short time. o
In 2016, on the directives of the political agent of the North SR ETEYS (T 10,
\ [/ 3-RunnyNose Waziristan agency, 3 day anti measles campaign was carried L]
4- Red, Water Eyes out in several villages of Razmak subdivision by the agency +92.51.260. 44835 92B8jmaps@ahasan com
5- Rash breaks out 3-5 day after symptoms begin ~surgeon. Moreover, medical camps were established at three ¢ . AlRghts Resorved- Copyighe 2016
different places and four special teams were mobilized to Astore Ghanche Data Source(s
reaching out to children. During this campaign 1000 children o | - PSLM: Pakistan Social & Living Standards Measurement
were vaccinated. An Anti-measles vaccination campaign, { Survey 201415
which was scheduled to initiate on 25th May 2016, and Report on Measles Outbreak in Pakistan 2012 & 2013
planned to vaccinate around 1.1 million children between the A Measles death & Suspected cases.
Cause ages of six months to five years in 120 high risk union . » % DISCLAMER:
councils of Karachi. was ~postponed due to the polio drive ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
A virus that grows in the cells that line the lungs & the back of the p postpo s This product is the sole property of ALHASAN SYSTEMS
th which was initiated on 23rd May 2016 .On 2nd June 2016, A A
roat. dian Occupied Kashmir | [wwahasan.com] - A Knowledge Management, Business
) three-day anti-measles campaign was launched in eleven Peychology  Modeling, and . Publishing. Company. The
How it Spread??? districts of KPK. Children from six months to ten years of age s . product s brought fo You free of cost in digital format for
5 i e wil be administered ant-measles vaccine during the informaion purposes only. Th product might have not been
y coughing & sneezing, close direct contact campaign The targeted districts are: Peshawar, Nowshera, X propared for or be suitable for logal, engineering, or
The virus remains active and contagious in the air or infected surfaces Charsadda, Malakand, Lower Dir, Shangla, Bannu, L3 . surveying purposes. For further detail and_metadata
for upto 2 hours. it can be transmitted by an infected persons from 4 Marwat, Hangu, Dera Ismail Khan and Tank " information _please call ALHASAN ~SYSTEMS at

492512820449 | 8359288 or email us at
connect@alhasan.com

Punjab feels for measles-hit Sindh, KP

LAHORE - Advisor to CM on Health Kh Salman Rafiq chaired a meeting of Steering
Committee on EPI at Directorate General Health Services yesterday to review routine
immunization coverage.

The participants expressed concems over measles outbreak in Sindh and KP and
suggested measures for s control in Punjab.

Health DG Dr Mukhtar Hussain Syed, Director EPI Dr Munir Ahmad, Medical Director
Children Hospital Prof Ahsan Waheed Rathore, Professor of Pediatrics Children Hospital
Dr Muhammad Haroon Ahmad, Chairman National Immunization Technical Advisory
Group Prof Tariq labal Bhutta, Prof of Pediatrics KEMU Prof Akmal Laeeq, focal person
for polio eradication Bill Gates Foundation Dr Aslam Ch, UNICEF Representative Dr
Nauman Khan, Raul Bonifacio from WHO, Dr Mazhar Qureshi and other officers
attended the meeting. The meeting was informed that more than 3,000 cases of measles
have so far been reported in Sindh and 1,900 in KP. The meeting was informed that 58
measles cases have also been reported in Punjab.The participants demanded focusing
vaccination of migrant and mobile population, besides strengthening of routine
immunization and enhancement of mop-up activities in sensitive areas to check the
disease. The meeting approved giving Diphtheria Pertussis Tetanus (DPT) vaccine to the
children at the age of four to five years.Director EPI Dr Munir Ahmad informed that Rota
Virus would be introduced in routine immunization by October this year to prevent
children from diarrhea. He said that Punjab would be the first province to introduce this
vaccine in the EPI Programme Kh Salman Rafiq said that Lady Willingdon Hospital, Lady
Aitchison Hospital, Children’s Hospital and Mayo Hospital have been included in the list
for surveillance of Vaccine Preventable Diseases (VPD)

Distribution of suspected measles cases by months in all provinces of Pakistan in 2012 and 2013

days prior to the onset of the rash to 4 days after the rash erupts.

Who are at Risk??

1- Unvaccinated young children, Pregnant woman.
2- Anyone who has not received immunization, or those who did but AFGHANISTAN
did not develop immunity.

Treatment

While there is currently no antiviral medicine for the measles
virus, treatment is comprised of easing the symptoms
(especially the fever) until the immune systems get rid of the
infection. keeping the patient hydrated and well rested is
important

Some children with measles may also need vitamin A
supplements to reduce the riskof complications
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Percentage of Children 12-23 M
that have been Immunized
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Distribution of measles deaths by months in all provinces of Pakistan in 2012 and 2013
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