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DETAILS

YOKOHAMA: Leading scientists and officials completed a fresh climate report on Sunday
expected to lay bare the grim impact of climate change, with warnings that global food
shortages could spark violence in vulnerable areas. Part of a massive overview by the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) set for release on Monday, the
report is likely to shape international policy on climate for years to come, and will announce
that the impact of global warming is already being felt. Some 500 scientists and government
officials have been gathered since Tuesday in Yokohama, south of Tokyo, to hammer out its
wording. It will serve as the second of three volumes about climate change’s causes,
consequences and possible solutions by the expert panel. The work comes six months after
the first volume in the long-awaited Fifth Assessment Report declared scientists were more
certain than ever that humans caused global warming. A leaked draft of the report warned
that rising greenhouse gas emissions would ‘significantly’ boost the risk of floods while
droughts would suck away sustainable water supplies. A ‘large fraction’ of land and
freshwater species may risk extinction, and a warming climate is projected to reduce wheat,
rice and corn yields, even as food demand rises sharply as the world’s population grows.
Meanwhile hundreds of millions of coastal dwellers around the world would be displaced by
the year 2100, the draft said, while the competition for dwindling resources could even spark
violent conflicts. However, the world could avoid many of the worst-case scenarios with swift
and decisive policy steps to cut emissions now, the scientists urged. The delegates were
originally expected to finish drafting the official summary text late on Saturday evening, but
needed extra time to update definitions and digest new approaches.—AFP

LAHORE: The World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-Pakistan) celebrated its largest
symbolic environmental event Earth Hour across the country in partnership with government
offices, educational institutions, hospitals, the Civil Aviation Authority and civil society. The
main event in Lahore was held at Qarshi University, with hundreds in attendance on
Saturday. Pakistan joined more than 7,000 cities and 156 countries around the world in
celebrating Earth Hour. Several simultaneous events to mark the largest environmental
movement happened in Karachi, Islamabad, Quetta, Peshawar, Faisalabad, Multan,
Sheikhupura, Sukkur, Kahuta, Murree, Rahim Yar Khan and other cities with a pledge to
conserve environment and natural treasures. Earth Hour events were also held at Punjab
Assembly, National Assembly and Sindh Assembly to create awareness about environmental
issues, such as energy shortfall and food and water security that were resulting in economic
and health disasters. Celebrity Earth Hour ambassadors, including Feryal Ali Gauhar , Zoe
Viccaji and Mehreen Raheel, pledged to be more environmentally conscious and lead by
example, as they attended the event at Qarshi University. The event also included a talent
show by university and school students, pledge signing and candle lighting activities.
Hundreds of students and educationists from across the country also pledged to save natural
resources, aiming at helping the country overcome the energy crisis. The participants also
released balloons and lanterns in the air. Zoe entertained the audience by performing some
of her hits. Last segment of the event was a fire show. WWF-Pakistan Director General and
Chief Executive Officer Ali Hassan Habib said environmental issues were everyone’s concern
because of their grave economic, healthcare, developmental and human rights implications.
He stated: “Earth Hour is a rallying call for all to consider the environment as something we
all need to preserve. It is not just about turning extra lights off. It's about changing lifestyles
and consumption patterns, to be more aware about how we use our planet’s finite resources.”

ISLAMABAD: A milestone in state’s response to the cause of energy conservation has been
met by the historic personal endorsement of the Speaker, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq of the National
Assembly to the Earth Hour 2014. At the occasion the Speaker also talked about the existing
energy conservation initiatives of the Parliament, prominent being the endeavour to go green
thus becoming the first ever legislature in the World to opt for solar energy completely, Green
Parliament Programme with WWF-Pakistan. Furthermore the initiative of less paper and
Automation also promises an environment friendly commitment. The Speaker confirmed that
the lights of the Parliament will be switched off to show Parliament’'s Commitment of joining
hands with the World for energy conservation, combating impacts of climate change and
global Warming. Earth Hour candle lighting media ceremony will be held in the Parliament
House graced by the prominent Parliamentarians from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm on March 29th,
2014.

MULTAN: Punjab government has ordered chemical analysis of sub-soil water at all tube
wells across the province to assess quality of water, its impact on crops and human health
and utilize the data to set guidelines for growers to enable them get optimum production
under given conditions.

This was stated by Ashfag Ahmad Rahi, agriculture chemist, soil and water testing laboratory
Multan, while addressing a workshop for training of officials for collection of water samples in
flawless manner here Thursday. Rahi said that according to old survey, there were 250,000
tube wells in the country, however, the application of global positioning system (GPS) would
give exact number of tube wells, location, depth, diameter and water quality. Chemical
analysis would also declare whether the water was fit, marginally fit or unfit for crop
cultivation, says a press release issued by media liaison unit of Punjab agriculture
department. He said that agriculture extension officials would collect water samples and
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would immediately send them to soil and water testing laboratory. The report of water
analysis from across Punjab would be uploaded on web site 'www.sfripunjab.gov.pk'. The
analysis would enable experts assess what quantity of water growers were lifting from the
ground annually, the quantity of rain recharging ground water, the quality of water and its
impact on human health and crops. The analysis report will be available on the website in the
form of a map also showing the ingredients water contained in their respective areas. The
report will enable farmers to have guidelines from the website on the basis of water and soil
analysis reports regarding application of macro and micronutrient after they would give input
of expected crop production. Rahi advised officials to utilize glass or plastic bottle after
washing it once with warm water and then with normal water twice or thrice. Keep the tube
well running for 25-30 minutes before taking the sample.

In new estimates released on Tuesday, WHO reported that in 2012 around 7 million people
died - one in eight of total global deaths as a result of air pollution exposure. This finding
more than doubles previous estimates and confirms that air pollution is now the worlds
largest single environmental health risk. Reducing air pollution could save millions of lives. In
particular, the new data reveal a stronger link between both indoor and outdoor air pollution
exposure and cardiovascular diseases, such as strokes and ischaemic heart disease, as well
as between air pollution and cancer. This is in addition to air pollutions role in the
development of respiratory diseases, including acute respiratory infections and chronic
obstructive pulmonary diseases, according to new WHO report released from Geneva. The
new estimates are not only based on more knowledge about the diseases caused by air
pollution, but also upon better assessment of human exposure to air pollutants through the
use of improved measurements and technology. This has enabled scientists to make a more
detailed analysis of health risks from a wider demographic spread that now includes rural as
well as urban areas. Regionally, low- and middle-income countries in the WHO South-East
Asia and Western Pacific Regions had the largest air pollution-related burden in 2012, with a
total of 3.3 million deaths linked to indoor air pollution and 2.6 million deaths related to
outdoor air pollution. Cleaning up the air we breathe prevents noncommunicable diseases as
well as reduces disease risks among women and vulnerable groups, including children and
the elderly, says Dr Flavia Bustreo, WHO Assistant Director-General Family, Women and
Children’s Health. Poor women and children pay a heavy price from indoor air pollution since
they spend more time at home breathing in smoke and soot from leaky coal and wood cook
stoves.

GENEVA: The head of the UN weather agency blamed extreme weather on human-induced
climate change on Monday, citing key events that wreaked havoc in Asia, Europe, the US
and Pacific region last year.

Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the World Meteorological Organisation, said his
agency’s annual assessment of the global climate shows how dramatically people and lands
everywhere felt the impacts of extreme weather such as droughts, heat waves, floods and
tropical cyclones. "Many of the extreme events of 2013 were consistent with what we would
expect as a result of human-induced climate change,” he said. The UN agency called 2013
the sixth-warmest year on record. Thirteen of the 14 warmest years have occurred in the 21st
century. A rise in sea levels is leading to increasing damage from storm surges and coastal
flooding, as demonstrated by Typhoon Haiyan, Jarraud said. The typhoon in November killed
at least 6,100 people and caused $13 billion in damage to the Philippines and Vietnam.
Australia, meanwhile, had its hottest year on record and parts of central Asia and central
Africa also notched record highs. Jarraud drew special attention to studies and climate
modeling examining Australia’s recent heat waves, saying the high temperatures there would
have been virtually impossible without the emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide from the
burning of coal, oil and gas. He cited other costly weather disasters such as $22 billion
damage from central European flooding in June, $10 billion in damage from Typhoon Fitow in
China and Japan, and a $10 billion drought in much of China.

KARACHI: Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, patron-in-chief of the Pakistan Peoples Party, has said the
Sindh government is installing 683 solar-powered reverse osmosis plants in drought-hit areas
of Thar and other arid regions to provide 10,000 gallons of safe drinking water daily. “As the
world observes the International Water Day today, we reiterate our commitment to ensure a
well-irrigated and greener Sindh and Pakistan,” he said in a message released by the party
on Sunday. He said that PPP government in Sindh had taken revolutionary initiatives for the
revitalisation of irrigation resources which included refurbishment of 3,420-mile long canals
and dykes, construction and repair of 3,890 watercourses, installation of 1,762 tube wells,
introduction of sprinkle and drip irrigation systems and rain guns and renovation and repair of
Sukkur Barrage. A total of 500 water treatment plants would be set up in addition to 20 plants
in Keamari and Lyrari and the world’s biggest water filtration plant in Shaheed Benazirabad,
he said. He said that his party was taking steps to sensitise public to using every drop of
water consciously and wisely to be able to fulfil needs of drinking water as well as the needs
of agriculture and industrial sectors.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW) today said water scarcity is to transform
Pakistan into a totally failed state within a decade. War between Pakistan and India on the
issue of water resources seems inevitable as serious efforts by Islamabad to increase trade
between the two countries has not helped New Delhi to change its policy of water aggression,
said Dr. Murtaza Mughal, President PEW. Speaking at a seminar on World Water Day, he
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said that according Most Favoured Nation status to India may not change its decades-old
policy to make Pakistan infertile. The issue of water aggression cannot be resolved through
enhanced trade or negotiations, as India may not like to settle the dispute except a full scale
armed conflict with global implications, he observed. Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that all the
civilian and military governments of Pakistan have failed to ensure water security or advocate
India to change its long-term policy of destroying Pakistan through water hostilities. India will
continue to build dams violating Indus Water Treaty, while majority of international forums
would continue to support New Delhi which has left Pakistan will little options, he said.
Presently Pakistan can store ten million acre feet of water while it had storage capacity of
sixteen million acre feet of water some thirty eight years ago. According to a report of World
Bank, water scarcity became a threat in Pakistan some eleven years ago as per capita water
availability was around half of the accepted international level. Dr. Mughal said that water
scarcity will become a great danger in the next ten years which will hurt masses, agriculture
and industry leading to tensions between provinces and civil war which would be enough to
make Pakistan a totally failed state.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan would mark the World Meteorological Day today with the theme
"Weather and Climate: Engaging Youth." The day celebrates the creation of World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1950, aimed at promoting international cooperation in
the field of weather, climate, water and other related sciences. This day is designated to
focus attention on the importance that meteorology, weather, and climate forecasts play in
our lives. The day also highlights the huge contribution that National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services make to the safety and well-being of society. Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) would arrange an exhibition and display of various metereology
instruments in Karachi to mark the day. An official of PMD told APP that the exhibition would
display basic meteorological instruments including latest weather radar and wind profilar
radar. It would be open for the general public, he added. PMD officials will provide briefing
about the automatic weather stations and satellite receiving stations to the visitors.

PESHAWAR: Participants at a seminar on International Forest Day have suggested the
government to make concrete policy to tackle the impeding global warming issues, and
prevent the massive deforestation, posing huge threat to environment. The seminar was
organized by Journalists Welfare Safety and Development Foundation (JWSDF) in
collaboration with Peshawar Press Club to commemorate the Global Forest Day and highlight
the environmental issues in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here on Friday. Notable speakers include
parliamentary secretary for Environment MPA Fazal Elahi, provincial legislators from PTI Arif
Yousaf, PML-N MPA Sobia Khan, JWSDF Chairman Ali Hazrat Bacha, Peshawar Press Club
president Nasir Hussain, Khyber Union of Journalists president Nisar Mehmood, members of
civil society, and media persons.

Speakers highlighted that the growth of forest was imperative to handle increasing global
warming issues. They also urged the government to take effective steps for the growing
tendency of deforestation in the forest cover of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Fazal Elahi,
Parliamentary secretary for Environment said the successive governments had failed to take
prompt action against the timber mafia to prevent the increasing deforestation in the province,
which caused huge financial losses to provincial exchequer. He said the incumbent PTl-led
provincial government had introduced a concrete policy to curb the smuggling of timber in the
hilly areas of the province.

Regarding the growth of forest, he said the provincial government had launched a Green
Growth project, aimed to ensure green and clean KP under which more than 2billion saplings
will be planted in various phases during next five years. MPA Arif Yousaf stressed the need
for coordinated efforts and contribution from other political parties, civil society organizations,
and media to tackle the current environmental hazards, which is a must in order to make the
province pollution-free. PML-N lawmaker Sobia Khan called that all political parties should
play proactive role for overcoming with the ecological threats and deforestation issues. She
said the incumbent PML-N led federal government was committed to jointly resolve all the
issues for all federating units.

Earlier, the JWSDF chairman, Ali Hazrat Bacha in his welcome address shed light on
significance of the environment day and thanked the participants, particularly members of
various political parties and representatives of civil society organizations for showing their
keenness in resolution of the environmental issues. Later, the parliamentary secretary, Fazal
Elahi and PML-N member KP assembly, Sobia Khan planted saplings in the lash green
ground of Peshawar Press Club. The Peshawar Press Club president Nasir Hussain
appreciated the effort and described it very effective for creating awareness among pollution.
Senior journalists Mian Farooq Firaq and Bakht Zada Yousufzai also spoke on the occasion.
Forest officials Tauheedullah Khan and Tariq Khan also participated.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal accused India on
Thursday of causing water and air pollution and reduced river flows in Pakistan.

Addressing participants of a seminar on the ‘National Water Day’, the minister said internal
and external water threats needed to be addressed urgently. He said that domestic factors
were also responsible for up to 1,186 million acre feet (MAF) of water having gone into the
sea unutilised in 35 years, causing a loss of $174 billion to the national exchequer. In what
appeared to be the first official admission about Pakistan losing water to its neighbour, Mr
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Igbal said the country gave away 33MAF of water from its three eastern rivers to India under
the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty. This greatly affected the per capita availability of water. “Since
then there has been gradual decline in the trans-boundary flows into Pakistan. The
magnitude (of the decline) is alarming,” he remarked. The flows in the eastern rivers declined
by 10.25MAF, “which is a serious issue and needs to be properly investigated”. The reduction
in flows, he said, coupled with growth in population had reduced water availability in Pakistan
to 964 cubic metres per person per year which was critically less than the threshold of water
scarcity. This would hamper health and wellbeing of the people and severely affect economic
development, Mr Igbal said. The minister also warned of possible diversion of water by the
Afghan government. “We need to remain alert about development activities of the Afghan
government on Kabul River,” he said. The minister called for establishment of a national
water council for inter-provincial and inter-ministerial coordination on key issues. He said the
government needed to rise to the occasion and to take corrective measures to avoid a crisis-
like situation.

“Our failure to formulate and implement an effective energy policy in the last decade triggered
an energy crisis, which, along with causing suffering to the people, is threatening our food
security, economy and development. If we fail to formulate and implement an effective water
management policy, it will lead to a disaster.”

TOBA TEK SINGH: The Faisalabad Ayub Agricultural Research Institute has termed the
brick lining of Trimmu Sidhnai Link Canal the only solution to save the farmland of 200
villages located along the canal.Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif had ordered the Soil Fertility
Research Institute (SFRI), Punjab, to conduct a survey of the affected area to find out a
solution to seepage and waterlogging from the canal which had destroyed thousands of acres
of farmland of tehsils of Kabirwala (Khanewal), Shorkot (Jhang) and Pirmahal (Toba Tek
Singh).

The SFRI director had deputed laboratory officers of the agricultural research institute, Dr
Ghulam Rasool and Shakil Ahmad Anwar, for the survey. An agriculture department official
told Dawn that agriculture chemist Muhammad Khalid Tanweer, in his report based on the
survey conducted by his laboratory, said the Salinity Control and Reclamation Project had
installed 290 tube wells in the area several years back to control waterlogging and salinity but
only 23 of them were functional. The reactivation of tube wells could help resolve the issue to
some extent, however, the lining was the only sustainable solution to the issue. The report
stated that Trimmu-Sidhnai-Haveli link main line was based on two canals, running parallel to
each other over an area of 50 kilometers of 200 villages. Almost five kilometer area on both
sides of the twin canals had been affected by water seepage and waterlogging, it said,
adding that waterlogging had not only completely destroyed the crops but it also collapsed
houses. It also said that due to continuous water seepage, weed and hydrophobic plants
were growing in the affected farmlands. Report recommended solution to waterlogging on a
priority basis not only to restore the agricultural land but also to rehabilitate the local farmer
communities. Meanwhile, Pirmahal Growers Association President Shafqat Rasool advocate
and other representatives of three tehsils held a press conference at Pirmahal on Thursday
and urged their elected representatives to raise the issue in parliament to save the area
farmland.

KARACHI: Director General, Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), Syed
Sulaiman Shah Tuesday said that the relief activities in the drought-hit districts of Tharparkar
is in full swing for the past 11 days. Talking to media at his office here, he informed that
20,117 people in Tharparkar, 7,743 in Umerkot, 6,224 in Sanghar and 3,184 in Khairpur
district have been provided medical facilities through various fixed and mobile hospitals. He
said that the relief activities have also been expanded to district Umerkot, Sanghar and
Khairpur adding that PDMA camp office at Mithi and Pakistan Emergency Organisation for
Relief (PEOC) at Head office Karachi were functional round the clock. In reply to a question,
he said 2,286,711 cattle heads in Tharparkar, 128,752 in Umerkot, 27,415 cattle heads in
Sanghar and 41,656 in Khairpur have been treated / vaccinated till date. The DG said that
PDMA Sindh has also provided 10 large size tents to Health Department for establishment of
50 bedded tent hospital at district Umerkot. In reply to another question, he said that one
woman is reported to have died in Tharparkar on Tuesday and this has been reported by the
concerned Deputy Commissioner. He said that PDMA Sindh has also dispatched 2,000
family ration bags to drought affected district of Umerkot the other day, while 174, 940
families have been provided 50 kg wheat bags in Tharparkar till date. Moreover, three trucks
carrying 1,728 bags of flour, 50 kg rice and 50 kg sugar, 4,215 bottles of mineral water, 140
kg cooking oil, 1,763 mixed ration packets, 11 packets of mixed medicines, 509 packets of
juice, milk, milk powder and biscuits, collected through relief collection camp at Karachi have
reached drought affected areas of Sanghar, he added. He informed that Sindh Industrial
Trading Estate (SITE) has also dispatched relief goods to Sanghar containing 276 bags of 5
kg flour, 98 bags of 5kg rice, 100 bags of 2kg 'daal’ (pulses), 60 bags of 50 kg wheat and 480
liter of 1.5 liter mineral water bottles.

PESHAWAR: A new study suggests that climate change will adversely affect the crop yields
around the globe much sooner than previously thought. The study compiled by researchers
from Australia, Colombia, the United States and the United Kingdom suggests global
warming of only C02 will harm crops in many parts of the world, reducing yields from the
2030s onwards, Zee News reported. The study, which is published in the latest issue of
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journal 'Nature Climate Change' claims that the impact of climate change on crops will vary
both from year-to-year and geographically, with the variability becoming greater as the
weather becomes more and more erratic.

However, crops in the temperate and tropical regions of the world are expected to bear the
brunt of climate change. "Our research shows that crop yields will be negatively affected by
climate change much earlier than expected," said Andy Challinor of the School of Earth and
Environment at the University of Leeds and lead author of the study. The study feeds directly
into the Working Group Il report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
Fifth Assessment Report, to be published at the end this month. To carry out the research,
the researchers created a new data set by combining and comparing results from 1,700
published assessments of the response that climate change will have on the yields of rice,
maize and wheat.

ISLAMABAD: Sindh government’s perceived apathy to take timely action despite an advance
FAO warning about food scarcity and drought alarmed the Supreme Court on Monday. A
three-judge Supreme Court bench headed by Chief Justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani ordered
the Sindh chief secretary to submit a comprehensive report about preventive measures taken
by the Sindh government after the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation), a subsidiary of
the UN, had issued a warning five years ago about the possible drought situation and food
scarcity. The Supreme Court had taken notice of the pathetic situation in the drought-hit
Tharparkat district and deaths of malnourished children. Media reports suggest that Thar
received no rain except a little drizzle in the beginning of the current season and almost all
reservoirs dried up. The region faced a famine-like situation which led to the death of scores
of children.

During the hearing, the chief justice himself referred to the FAO warning issued about five
years ago and wondered what measures the Sindh government had taken to cope with the
possible calamity. On behalf of the Sindh government, Advocate General Fateh Malik
regretted the human tragedy and Sindh Health Secretary Igbal Durrani said that medical
practitioners posted in the area were guilty of dereliction of duty and failed to comprehend the
enormity of crisis. He said he had already issued show-cause notices to 450 doctors. He
claimed that malnutrition was a serious problem across the country, especially in Sindh, and
the provincial government, with the help of the UN, had screened 20 of the 44 union councils
of Tharparkar to cope with the situation. He said that a memorandum of understanding had
been signed with a local NGO to distribute ready-to-use therapeutic food among
malnourished mothers and children and its distribution would begin this week. He said that
famine had affected 259,000 households in the area. The Sindh government has dispatched
73,000 sacks of 100 kg wheat and 60,000 of them had already been distributed among the
affected people and the remaining would be distributed within a week. “These flour bags are
meant only for affected households and not for the nomad population of around a million
since they are already being taken care of in relief camps set up by armed forces and NGOs,”
he said. The secretary admitted the difficulty being faced by armed forces in reaching out to
people in far-flung areas because of inaccessibility.

Justice Khilji Arif Hussain, a member of the bench, regretted the lack of advance planning
when the famine-like situation kept appearing every three years. Besides, he said, the
condition of health units and hospitals was so pathetic that even animals could not be treated
there. The court ordered the chief secretary to submit a detailed report about the situation in
two days.

PARIS: Quetta Peshawar and Lahore are among the most polluted cities of the world, a
WHO report said. Although Paris has leapt into the headlines over an alert for dangerous
atmospheric particles, it does not ordinarily count among the world’s most polluted cities.

According to a 2011 World Health Organisation (WHO) report Quetta shares fourth place on
the most polluted city list along with Ludhiana, India. Peshawar and Lahore also make it to
the top 10 list. The pollution is measured as the microgramme (mcg) concentration per cubic
metre of air of particulate matter smaller than 10 micrometres (PM10) — about a seventh of
the width of a human hair. The figures are the average for the year. Seasonal spikes can be
many times higher. The WHO’s health guidelines are maximum exposure of 20 mcg/m3,
measured as an annual average.

Here are the top 10 cities for which data is available.

1) Ahvaz, Iran 372 mcg/m3 (2009 data)

2) Ulan Bator, Mongolia 279 mcg/m3 (2008 data)

3) Sanandaj, Iran 254 mcg/m3 (2009 data)

4) Ludhiana, India (2008 data) and Quetta, Pakistan (2003/4 data) tied at 251 mcg/m3
5) Kermanshah, Iran 229 mcg/m3 (2009 data)

6) Peshawar, Pakistan 219 mcg/m3 (2003/4 data)

7) Gaborone, Botswana 216 mcg/m3 (2005 data)

8) Yasuij, Iran 215 mcg/m3 (2009 data)

9) Kanpur, India 209 mcg/m3 (2008 data)
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10) Lahore, Pakistan 200 mcg/m3 (2003/4 data)

Paris, whose levels hit a high of 180 mcg/m3 last week, has an annual mean level of 38
mcg/m3 according to 2008 data. Beijing, which has also been in the news over smothering
smog, is listed with an annual mean figure of 121 mcg/m3. The Middle East and North Africa
is the world’s most polluted region with an annual mean level well over 130 mcg/m3, followed
by Southeast Asia with a level near 100 mcg/m3. The UN'’s health body estimates more than
two million people die every year from breathing indoor and outdoor particle pollution.
Particles are released by burning petrol and diesel for car and motorcycle combustion, or
coal, fuel wood, charcoal and animal waste for heating and cooking. Weather conditions can
drastically affect pollution levels, as in Paris where particles were trapped by a high pressure
system causing sunny days and cold nights, with little wind. Particulate pollution is also
measured by levels of particles called PM2.5. Measuring less than 2.5 mcg, or about a 30th
the width of a human hair, these can penetrate deep into the lungs and are often made from
more toxic materials than PM10. Other pollution yardsticks are gases — ozone, sulphur
dioxide and nitrogen oxide that are potential irritants of the airways or eyes.

KARACHI: The already existing water scarcity in Thar will exacerbate in the next three
decades as the desert is going to become hotter and rainfalls are unlikely to improve
remarkably, says a recent study.

Titled Climate Change Scenario in Pakistan: A Case Study of Thar, Sindh, the research is
part of a series of documents and toolkits being developed by the Research and
Development Foundation, a non-governmental organisation, under its climate change
adaptation programme being implemented in Chachro taluka, Tharparkar district, in
collaboration with Kindernothlife and German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and
Development. The study was commissioned to the Pakistan Metrological Department (PMD)
and authored by Dr Mohammad Hanif and Mohammad Aleemul Hassan Ramey who used an
established scientific methodology to predict climate change scenarios in Chhor, a town in
Umerkot district, and Mithi, part of Tharparkar district. Data provided by the PMD’s Climate
Data Processing Centre was used as a baseline of climate scenarios. The report indicates
that global warming may accompany much larger climatic changes and their adverse impacts
in Thar in coming decades. The most commonly considered indicator of climate change,
according to the report, is the increasing surface air temperature that causes an increase in
evaporation/evapo-transpiration and generally higher levels of atmospheric water vapours,
resulting changes in the seasonal rainfall patterns. “The Thar area, one of the most
vulnerable regions (both socially and environmentally) of Pakistan, is almost definitely going
to get hotter and rainfall conditions are probably going to remain as wildly variable as they are
now,” the report says. The case of Thar, according to the report, is serious given the fact the
region exhibits some of Pakistan’s lowest indicators on measures of education, employment
diversification and social mobility, all of which are key factors for promoting resilience. Often,
poverty leads to vulnerability because it limits adaptation. “Climate change poses further risks
in its interaction with other environmental problems. The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change) report also indicates that the combination of overpopulation and climate
change in Pakistan could potentially decrease the amount of water available per person,
leading to intense water shortages. “Such changes would be potentially potent in the Thar
Desert where water is already scarce. The region is the world’s most densely populated
desert ecosystem. It already endures heavy resource stress, with increasingly dire situations
of overgrazing and groundwater exploitation,” it says. Climate change, according to the
report, exacerbates existing problems, especially depletion of groundwater. Farmers who use
tube wells are less likely to perceive or expect changes in rainfall, and they are less likely to
implement certain adaptive practices, suggesting that groundwater irrigation serves as a
potentially unsustainable crutch against climate adversity.

According to the report, the projections for Chhor indicate that annual temperature of the
study area is increasing gradually and an average expected increase in 2040 would be 1.76
centigrade. The projected seasonal scenarios indicate that nights during winter are likely to
become warm and days during summer are expected to become hotter. The expected winter
temperatures indicate that the season is getting warm and the winter span would be in
reduction. Monsoonal and annual rainfall would continue to increase gradually till 2030 but
are expected to decrease after that. The negligible winter rainfall of the study area is already
decreasing and the projected amount is also indicating decreasing trend, the report says. The
weather projections for Mithi indicate that annual temperature is increasing gradually and an
average expected increase in 2040 would be 1.75 centigrade. Nights during winter are likely
to become warm and days in summer hotter. The town would experience similar rainfall
trends with winter getting warm with the passage of time. The report suggests that local
communities in the Thar region should adopt traditional and sustainable practices that foster
resilience, such as rainwater harvesting, agriculture diversification, animal husbandry and
conservation of forests to deal with the climatic variability. “By continuing and improving these
practices, the residents of Thar can efficiently adapt to future changes. As farming becomes
more difficult, villagers will need to seek alternatives to agriculture as a source of livelihood.
Otherwise, the life in Thar, in the long run, cannot be truly sustainable,” the report warns.

RAHIM YAR KHAN: After drought hit the district of Tharparkar in Sindh, a similar situation
seems to be developing in Cholistan, Punjab, where people have started to migrate to other
areas. With no regular rainfall since 2010, the vegetation and livestock in the desert are



BE INFORMED

CLIMATE #. BULLETIN

Express tribune, March 17,2014

Lucky Cement takes Int’l
Earth Hour campaign to

remote areas of KP
The Statesman,March16,2014

Steps for disaster risk

reduction stressed
Daily Dawn ,March 15,2014

Thar-like drought feared in

Rawalpindi
The Statesman, March 15, 2014

Minister says drought may
hit half of countr

under threat — the remains of animals that have died of hunger and thirst dot the landscape of
Cholistan. Migrations have begun to other areas as grazing lands are parched and as fodder
becomes scarce. Moreover, reservoirs of water have dried up due to extreme aridity. An
alternative water distribution system is in place in Cholistan but this system is closed for the
last six years. The pipelines linked to pumping stations have become useless while their
generators have lost their machinery. However, if the government takes immediate action,
this system can still be revived and Cholistan can be spared a Thar-like disaster. The people
of the desert demand that the Punjab government take steps to help them before a calamity
befalls them. Lest people of the area also start dying like their cattle.

PESHAWAR: Lucky Cement Limited (LCL), Pakistan’s largest producer and leading exporter
of quality cement, has joined hands with WWF Pakistan in hosting Earth Hour - world’s
largest volunteer campaign, throughout Pakistan. The campaign started with a school
outreach program and awareness drive at its Pezu Plant in KP province. The activities were
led by cricket sensation Shoaib Akhtar who spoke to the KP audience about the importance
of saving electricity. This is the 3rd consecutive year of Lucky Cement’s support to the world's
largest volunteer campaign Earth Hour in Pakistan.

During the outreach program Lucky Cement and WWF Pakistan’s team along with cricket
star Shoaib Akhtar visited Lucky City School, Pezu and interacted with the school children.
Students were thrilled to find the fastest bowler teaching them the importance of energy
conservation. Lucky Cement also arranged an interactive session where Shoaib Akhtar
briefed employees about the purpose of celebrating Earth Hour. The employees vowed to
switch off unnecessary lights at 8:30 pm on March 29, 2014 in order to show their
commitment to save electricity. The event ended with symbolic candle lighting by Shoaib
Akhtar.

Talking about his experience the fastest bowler in the history of cricket Shoaib Akhtar stated,
“It is indeed the responsibility of every individual to ensure that we do not just take away from
Mother Nature but give something back to it as well. It was heartening to see the interest of
Pezu residents in environmental issues. | am thankful to WWF and Lucky Cement for taking
this initiative and bringing the message of sustainability to a remote are like Pezu. Their
efforts are commendable.” Lucky Cement is the only company in Pakistan to celebrate Earth
Hour all over the country. Lucky Cement is not only the largest cement producer and exporter
of Pakistan, but is also on the forefront of innovation and technological advancements, which
has enabled it to set up its own captive power generation units that provide electricity for its
operations. The company implemented Dual Fuel Conversion in its power generation engines
in 2008, thus shifting the company’s reliability of power generation from furnace oil towards
environment friendly alternative sources.

LAHORE: Speakers at a dialogue on Friday urged the need for moving towards disaster risk
reduction to minimise loss to human life and property. The dialogue was organised by the
Institute of Social and Policy Sciences (ISAPS) in collaboration with the Foundation Open
Society Institute (FOSI).

Speakers included Punjab Assembly’s Standing Committee Chairman Bilal Bhatti, Rescue
1122 Director Brig retired Arshad Zia, Director Civil Defense Rashid Kamal Rehman and
Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Director Coordination Nisar Sani. Mr
Bhatti said good governance in disaster risk reduction was a must in order to improve the
disaster risk management. It was necessary to develop confidence of the multiple
stakeholders. He highlighted the importance of coordinated, collective, inclusive and prompt
response in the disaster risk management framework. He said the research findings by the
ISAPS needed to be shared with the decision makers to link policies with the situation on
ground.Retired Brig Zia said disaster response force of the PDMA Punjab, such as Rescue
1122 had the capacity to immediately provide essential equipment to deal with any disaster.
Mr Sani highlighted the importance of capacity building of the PDMA structure and the need
to incorporate the disaster risk reduction with the district tiers. ISAPS Researcher Ahmad Ali
introduced the project of Fencing Flood while Lugman Ahmed gave details of the research
findings of the project.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW) on Friday expressed fears of Thar-like
drought situation in the Rawalpindi within next few years. Availability of water which is
essential to all forms of life will be reduced dramatically within years in the city and
cantonment areas of Rawalpindi, which would be worse than the ongoing energy crisis, it
said. Realising the threat, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) asked the Punjab
Government to construct a dam on Soan River at Daducha which will provide 25 million
gallon water to the city daily for next 50 years, said Dr. Murtaza Mughal, President PEW.
JICA said that Rawal Dam is to complete its expected life soon while the requirement of
Rawalpindi is expected to touch 80 million gallon per day in the next twenty years therefore a
dam on best available location of Daducha should be constructed immediately. Small Dam
Organisation, Rawalpindi Development Authority, City District Government Rawalpindi and
other departments supported the idea and the Punjab government allocated funds for
feasibility report, added it in the Annual Development Plan and initiated efforts to acquire
1800 acres of land for the dam.

ISLAMABAD: Planning and Development Minister Ahsan Igbal has warned that Thar-like
drought may hit half of the country if new water reservoirs are not built. He said the planning
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commission would hold a Pakistan Water Summit at Islamabad on March 20 in collaboration
with the ministry of water and power to work out a water policy for proactive development and
management of water resources.

Addressing an international workshop on “safe connected communities against floods
through remote sensing and GIS tools, organised by Unesco and Suparco here on
Wednesday, the minister said: “Water shortage may turn out to be a worse crisis than the
ongoing energy crisis as a phenomenon of climate change may reduce water availability up
to 40 per cent, pushing Pakistan to be a water-starved country.” He said natural disasters
were a major risk to the country’s sustainable development and the impact of some of these
disasters such as floods could be reduced if accurate and timely forecasts were issued to
help in better planning and execution of evacuation and rescue work. He said that recent
advancement in space and remote sensing technologies and its various applications had
proved to be valuable tools to help prevent disasters and speed up rescue and relief
operations. Suparco chairman Ahmed Bilal said an integrated flood analysis system (Indus-
IFAS) had been completed which would contribute to flood forecasting and early warning. Mr
Igbal said that in view of recent floods in eastern rivers, there was a need to improve flood
management capacity of eastern rivers.

HYDERABAD: An official estimate of the number of people affected by famine in Tharparkar
has escalated after Sindh government revised population estimates from 175,000 families to
259,945 families in the district. The previous count was based on the 1998 population
census. Speaking with the media in Mithi on Wednesday, the Sindh government’s coordinator
on relief Taj Haider and MPA Mahesh Malani confirmed the figures. The revised figures were
announced on the heels of a number of complaints by locals that several people are being
denied subsidized wheat. The provincial government is distributing 120,000 wheat bags of 50
kilogrammes each to families in the district and subsidized wheat is being sold at half the
market price.

Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, who visited Tharparkar for the third time in five days on
Wednesday, said that 48,000 wheat bags have been distributed so far. “I am personally
monitoring the relief activities,” he said. “We will not allow any negligence.” The chief minister
has formed two committees to conduct an inquiry against officials whose negligence enabled
the situation to reach a crisis point. He said action would be taken against those responsible.
“l hope Makhdoom Amin Fahim now knows who is responsible for this negligence,” the CM
said while responding to a question in reference to MNA Makhdoom Amin Fahim’s sons. One
son, Makhdoom Aqgeel uz Zaman was deputy commissioner of Tharparkar and another,
Makhdoom Jameel uz Zaman, was the provincial relief minister — he was removed from his
position, along with Relief Commissioner Lala Fazal-ur-Rehman, on Tuesday night.
Additionally, Fahim’s son Makhdoom Naimatullah is an elected MPA from Tharpakar. The
Sarwari Jamaat, led by the family, responded by issuing a press release in Matiari blaming
the chief minister for being responsible for the situation in Tharparkar. Meanwhile, people in
the district continue to flock to Mithi's Civil Hospital. 37 children from various parts of the
district were admitted overnight, according to paediatrician Dr Dileep. The NDMA announced
that 40 medics and paramedics, with medical supplies, have travelled from Hyderabad to the
area and the provincial government has released Rs30 million for the District Hospital Mithi.
Additionally, 10 doctors have been deputed from neighbouring districts for the provision of
emergency services. However, district health officer Abdul Jalil Bhurgari said there is still a
dire need to address the paucity of trained personnel at Tharparkar's health facilities as
doctors from urban areas in Sindh are unwilling to lend a hand. “The health department has
transferred nine doctors to Tharparkar so far, but only three have joined,” Bhurgari said,
adding that ‘six others are trying to prevent their posting here’.

According to unofficial estimates, between 135 and 200 children have died in Tharparkar over
the last three months; most of these deaths have been attributed to malnourishment. Locals
say the death toll is higher than being reported as the number of children who die in the
district’s rural areas — home to over 90 per cent of Tharparkar, with more than 2,350 villages
— are not included in official or unofficial tolls. The NDMA announced that relief efforts are
gathering steam. The provincial government has also announced compensation of
Rs200,000 for families who have lost their children during the crisis. However, some say
efforts are being concentrated in one area, leaving others out. “So far the media and
government’s attention is focused on Mithi and its surrounding villages,” said Pratab Shevani,
a local activist. “We are still exploring the situation in other areas further away,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: Voicing concern over the deaths of newborn babies in Tharparkar, the Child
Rights Movement (CRM) Pakistan has demanded implementation of the multi-sectoral
nutrition strategy to overcome the crisis there.

Moreover the federal government has been urged to develop a mechanism aimed at ensuring
access of under-5 children to health services. Over 100 non-governmental organisations
have set up CRM. So far, more than 100 children have died because of shortage of edibles
including food, milk and water in the last three months. As the situation had gone from bad to
worse, the chief justice also took suo motu notice.

Besides, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visited Tharparkar and announced Rs1 billion aid. In a
statement issued by CRM it has stressed to adopt a strategy to prevent not only under five
and maternal deaths but ensure healthy growth of children. “This is an alarming situation and
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requires an effective and sustainable solution to ensure that children’s lives are saved,”
statement says. “Pakistans maternal, newborn and under-five mortality rates are quite high
and malnutrition is one of the key contributing causes of almost 45 per cent of all preventable
deaths in the country,” says CRM. The statement says the federal and provincial
governments should respond seriously by taking emergency as well as long term
development steps to ensure that under nutrition among children is prevented.

The Sindh government should immediately send teams of doctors to Tharparkar to help
mothers and children who were affected by under nutrition and provide them not only medical
treatment but also nutritious food, the CRM said. “The issue of under nutrition among children
and women is not an issue to be handled by the department of health or food only rather
there is a need to involve departments of education, agriculture, food, zakat, social welfare
and women development, Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and the Civil Society and media to respond to the situation,” the
statement said.

According to Article 38 (d) of the constitution it is the responsibility of the state that all citizens
are provided with basic necessities of life. However, the findings of the National Nutrition
Survey 2011 clearly shows that little or no focus has been given to the right to food which is
resulting in various health related problems among women and children. The federal and
provincial governments should prioritise nutrition and food security and take immediate steps
to prevent any future catastrophe, recommended the CRM.

Karachi: The Sindh High Court on Tuesday directed the district and sessions judges of
Tharparkar and Umerkot to monitor relief activities for the Tharparkar affectees either
personally or by appointing judicial officers in their stead. The judges were also directed to
gather data regarding deaths by illnesses and food shortage in the affected district. The order
came on a petition filed by the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research and
others seeking action against government functionaries for failing to provide relief and health
facilities for the drought-stricken citizens of Tharparkar. The petitioners submitted that most
areas of Tharparkar District — including the tehsils of Mithi, Chachro, Diplo, Islamkot and
Nagarparkar — were faced with a famine-like situation and over 200 people, majority of them
malnourished children, had died there.

Faisal Siddiqui, the petitioners’ counsel, said around 175,000 families were reported to have
been affected and some of them had been forced to leave their homes due to famine. He
submitted that Chief Minster Qaim Ali Shah had reportedly acknowledged the negligence and
failure of the local administration in the tragedy. He said lives of children could have been
saved if doctors, paramedics and health department officials had taken the matter seriously
and taken them to hospitals in Hyderabad and if wheat bags had been properly distributed
among the affected families. The counsel sought directing the district and sessions judges to
inquire into the effectiveness of the relief work being carried out by various government
agencies. He also asked the court to order a detailed report with particular reference to the
number of deaths as a result of the catastrophe and the current supply and requirement of
food and health facilities. He submitted that the exercise would create an effective monitoring
and remedial mechanism, adding that the report would provide a basis for the court to issue
pertinent orders for alleviating the miseries of the people of Tharparkar. The SHC division
bench headed by Chief Justice Magbool Bagar directed the district and sessions judges of
Tharparkar and Umerkot to monitor the ongoing relief work and gather information regarding
the number of deaths, preferably on the basis of age and gender. The SHC directed that the
judicial officials should visit hospitals, health centres and relief camps in the area with the
assistance of government functionaries, who should allow unhindered access to the officers
for complying with the court’'s order. The court ordered submission of initial reports by the
respective judicial officers by March 18. The bench also issued notices to the federal and
provincial law officers, the chief secretary, the secretaries of the food and livestock
departments and others, seeking their comments in the next hearing.

ISLAMABAD: A representative of the Sindh government could not say anything, except
expressing regrets on Monday when Chief Justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani observed during
the hearing of a case relating to death of dozens of children in Tharparkar district because of
malnutrition that “we should hang our heads in shame”. A two-judge bench headed by the
chief justice asked the Sindh government to submit a detailed report on the causes leading to
the catastrophe and take action against the delinquent. The provincial government is also
required to submit an action plan to prevent such crisis in future. When the case was taken
up, Advocate General of Sindh Fateh Malik accused the media of exaggerating the issue and
said drought had hit the region because it did not receive adequate rains this season. The
chief justice said it was only because of the media that the plight of people of the area had
been highlighted. Mr Malik said that 60 children had died so far and explained that drought
was not the only reason for the deaths. Cold weather and local people’s reluctance to go for
timely treatment were other factors, he added. But he acknowledged that the people
responsible for hoarding food stocks should be made accountable. He said the Sindh
government accepted the responsibility. Sindh Home Secretary Mumtaz Ali Shah said the
administration should act even if one child died and assured the court that an inquiry would
be held. He said that 120,000 food bags had been distributed, Rs200,000 would be given to
each of the families of the deceased and medical treatment was being provided in the
affected area. Mr Malik informed the court that Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah had been
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attending to the crisis for one week and realising the gravity of the situation had even called a
meeting of the cabinet in Mithi, the headquarters of Tharparkar. Moreover, he said, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif had also visited the drought-hit district.

LG POLLS: The same bench declared the federal government’s explanation about delaying
the local government election in all 43 cantonment boards as prima facie reluctance on its
part. In a concise statement, Attorney General Salman Aslam Butt had contended that LG
polls under the existing laws would open floodgates of litigation, affecting the functioning of
the boards. The holding of elections, he said, would not be a good idea before rectifying
anomalies since the existing composition of the local government system in the cantonment
areas was highly undemocratic and had lost its representative character due to promulgation
of various laws during extra-constitutional rule. Since the AG had also suggested that the
government be directly ordered to submit a reply, the court asked Defence Secretary retired
Lt Gen Asif Yasin Malik to submit in a week a concise statement explaining anomalies
causing delay in the holding of LG polls in cantonment boards. The court also directed
Advocate General of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Abdul Latif Yousufzai to suggest polls schedule
after consulting the Election Commission of Pakistan and completing the ground work. The
court was informed that the relevant rules had not yet been notified and delimitation of wards
in the province was yet to be completed. It has not been decided yet whether the LG polls will
be held by using the bio-metric system. The KP government had requested the court to allow
it to hold the elections in a phased manner to ensure security and said it was considering
using the bio-metric system.

MITHI: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif announced Rs.1 billion aid package for the drought-
affected people of Tharparkar district. He made the announcement during a briefing by the
district administration to the prime minister on the situation in Tharparkar. Nawaz said steps
should be taken to prevent a similar situation from occurring in the future and wondered if the
situation in Tharparkar and Cholistan desert was similar then how come there was no famine
in Cholistan. Facilities should be provided at the people's doorsteps using mobile health
units, he added. The briefing was also attended by patron-in-chief of Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Chief Minister of Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah and other senior
members of the PPP. He also said that Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah should take serious
notice of the incident and take action punish those responsible for negligence. "CM Sindh
should take serious notice of the incident and while taking action punish those responsible for
negligence," Nawaz said. The Prime Minister said strict action should be taken against those
responsible for the negligence in distribution of wheat among the residents of Tharparkar. He
also suggested launching of mobile health units in far-flung areas of the Tharparkar district so
that the people could get medical facility at their nearest. The Prime Minister was also briefed
about the relief activities in the drought-hit areas.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Monday declined to be served a luncheon by the Sindh
government during his visit. According to INP, the Sindh Chief Minister had arranged the
luncheon for the Prime Minister but Mian Nawaz Sharif politely declined the offer and said
that the resources that were to be spent on the lunch be diverted to the drought affectees.

PARIS: Worried scientists said Sunday they had found four new ozone-destroying gases in
the atmosphere, most likely put there by humans in the last 50-odd years despite a ban on
these dangerous compounds. It is the first time since the 1990s that new substances
damaging to Earth's stratospheric shield have been found, and others may be out there, they
said. "Our research has shown four gases that were not around in the atmosphere at all until
the 1960s, which suggests they are man-made," the team from Europe and Australia wrote in
the journal Nature Geoscience. They analysed unpolluted air samples collected in Tasmania
between 1978 and 2012, and from deep, compacted snow in Greenland. "The identification
of these four new gases is very worrying as they will contribute to the destruction of the
ozone layer," added a statement from the team. "We don't know where the new gases are
being emitted from, and this should be investigated." Three of the gases are
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) -- a group which includes chemicals traditionally found in air-
conditioning, refrigerators and aerosol spray cans but banned under the Montreal Protocol.
The fourth is a hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC), part of a closely-related group of
compounds which replaced CFCs but are being phased out. More than 74,000 tonnes of the
four newly-identified gases had accumulated in the atmosphere by 2012, said the team. This
is very small compared with peak emissions of CFCs in the 1980s of more than a million
tonnes per year.

- Riddle of the source -

"However, the reported emissions are clearly contrary to the intentions behind the Montreal
Protocol, and raise questions about the sources of these gases," the team wrote. Two of the
gases, one CFC and the HCFC, are still accumulating. Previously, seven types of CFC and
six of HCFC were known to contribute to ozone destruction. CFCs, the main cause of the
hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica, are man-made organic compounds made of carbon,
chlorine and fluorine. They were phased out from 1989, followed by a total ban in 2010.
HCFCs, CFC-like compounds which also include one or more hydrogen atoms, are less
ozone-damaging but contribute to climate change by trapping more of the Sun's heat in the
atmosphere. The ozone layer comprises triple-atom oxygen molecules that are spread thinly
in the stratosphere. It plays a vital role in protecting life by filtering out ultraviolet rays that can
damage vegetation and cause skin cancer. In high latitudes in the Southern Hemisphere,
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where the ozone layer is damaged or subject to seasonal fluctuations, people are advised to
cover exposed skin and wear sunglasses. Possible sources for the new gases include
chemicals used for insecticide production and solvents for cleaning electronic components,
said the researchers. Concentration differences between the samples suggested the
dominant source was in the industrialised Northern Hemisphere, they added.

Study co-author Johannes Laube from the University of East Anglia's School of
Environmental Sciences said the ozone layer stopped thinning from the late 1990s and there
were signs of it starting to recover. "As many ODSs [ozone-depleting substances], and
especially CFCs, take a long time to break down once released into the atmosphere, it will be
many decades until it will fully recover," he told AFP. "Provided we do not have further
unpleasant surprises."

Martyn Chipperfield, a professor of atmospheric chemistry at the University of Leeds in
northern England, said the low concentrations of the four gases "do not present concern at
the moment." But, he added, "the fact that these gases are in the atmosphere and some are
increasing needs investigation."

ISLAMABAD: The World Food Programme and Sindh government jointly launched Rs 600
million project to assist around 348,000 children, and pregnant and lactating women suffering
from malnutrition to prevent stunting and micronutrient deficiencies. The project initiated by
Sindh government’'s health department, in collaboration with WFP and World Health
Organisation would help prevent stunting (chronic malnutrition), primarily focusing at children,
pregnant and lactating women in selected union councils of Thatta and Sajawal districts in
Sindh. It would also prevent their intergenerational transmission using locally produced
specialized nutritious products and promoting appropriate infant and young child feeding
practices utilising effective behavior change communication strategies. This will also
contribute to reducing the incidence of low birth weight as maternal nutritional status of
around 127,000 pregnant and lactating women will be improved.

According to the government survey, the food insecurity and the prevalence of under-nutrition
in Sindh was higher compared to most of the other provinces of the country. During the
launching ceremony, WFP Representative and Country Director in Pakistan, Lola Castro
together with the WHO team handed over medical grade anthropometric equipment to Aslam
Pachu, Additional Secretary Health, government of Sindh. This equipment will be utilized for
assessing the nutritional status of mothers and children and about 550 kits were handed over
valued at 21 million rupees.

WFP Representative Lola Castro emphasized that National Nutrition Survey 2011 estimates
stunting prevalence in children under five in Sindh at 49.8 percent and anaemia levels at 72.5
per cent, while anaemia in pregnant and lactating women is estimated 60.7 per cent. She
further stressed that there was an urgent need of addressing the problem the earliest
possible, during the first 1,000 days of life “window of opportunity” (from conception up to the
first 2 years) in order to break the intergenerational transmission of stunting. She said the
WFP is supporting federal and Sindh governments in many major initiatives, including this
intervention for prevention of stunting and addressing micronutrient deficiencies in Thatta with
a special focus on “first 1000 days’ from pregnancy upto two years of age and children under
5 years of age. Thatta and Sajawal are part of the 19 priority districts identified by the
government of Sindh to address high prevalence of under-nutrition in children as well as
pregnant and lactating women, Lola added. The districts are also ranked high in terms of food
insecurity. “This initiative shall strengthen evidence on the effectiveness of such preventive
interventions. The project will also contribute to new operational research to ascertain the
optimal length of preventive interventions and the use of specialized nutritious foods.” Lola
Castro said. Stunting prevention is also one of the global target set by World Health
Assembly, food based approaches clubbed with the appropriate infant and young children
feeding strategies. Campaigns like this will definitely set the momentum for reduction in
stunting, Lola said.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani took notice on Friday of the death of
children in Tharparkar district of Sindh because of malnutrition. The chief justice was
prompted to take notice by a letter written by his predecessor, former chief justice Iftikhar
Mohammad Chaudhry, which drew his attention to deplorable conditions in Tharparkar and a
press report about the death of a number of malnourished children in the famine-hit region.
The area has recently received no rain, except a little drizzle in the beginning of winter.
Almost all water reservoirs have dried up and Thar is facing a famine-like situation. Thirty-two
children have died of malnutrition. But the official announcement issued by the Supreme
Court office did not mention the letter of the former chief justice. It said that Chief Justice
Jillani had taken notice on media reports which said people were facing starvation because of
drought in the region and around 100 children had died due to malnutrition and diseases. The
chief justice observed in his order that the situation was a serious violation of Article 9 of the
constitution and ordered the chief secretary of Sindh to submit a report to his bench in
Islamabad during a hearing on Monday. The order said an official of the Sindh government,
not below the rank of additional secretary, should appear with the report in the court on behalf
of the chief secretary.

Justice Chaudhry told Dawn that he had written the letter to the chief justice, requesting him
to initiate proceedings under Article 184(3) of the constitution to enforce fundamental rights
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and protect the lives of people of Tharparkar district. “The situation amounts to a denial of
fundamental rights of Tharparkar people, particularly their security and respectability, under
Article 9 and 14 of the constitution,” said Justice Chaudhry. In a farewell dinner hosted by
Chief Justice Jillani on Dec 11, Justice Chaudhry had expressed the resolve to live a
meaningful public life after his retirement while remaining among people, labourers and the
oppressed. “It seems that Justice Chaudhry is becoming more visible to public life since this
is his second move in three days,” a senior lawyer said, adding that the former chief justice
has retired from the high office, but not from public life.

On Wednesday, Justice Chaudhry attended a reference organised by the lawyers of
Islamabad to condemn the March 3 terrorist attack on Islamabad district courts in which 11
people, including additional district and sessions judge Rafagat Ahmed Khan Awan, were
killed.

KARACHI / MITHI: As people continued to suffer from severe shortages of food, water and
medicines in large areas of Sindh’s Tharparkar district, another nine malnourished children
are reported to have died, taking the toll to 41 and, according to unconfirmed reports, to 100.
Large numbers of women nursing their sick children and hungry people waiting for food were
seen in villages. With reports of people’s misery being flashed by media, the government
suddenly woke up and Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah announced a relief package of
Rs100 million and ordered distribution of 60,000 bags of wheat among the affected people.
He also announced that Rs200,000 compensation would be paid to each bereaved family.

The chief minister who visited Mithi told newsmen on his return to Karachi on Friday that he
had ordered arrest of the medical superintendent of the Civil Hospital, Mithi, where most of
the children had died and registration of criminal cases against him. He also removed the
district’s director health, suspended the director and the deputy director of livestock and the
deputy commissioner and transferred the SP. Mr Shah said he had constituted three
committees for a thorough inquiry into the causes of the tragedy and to fix responsibility and
ensure transparency in distribution of wheat. About the plight of drought-affected people, he
said it was not only malnutrition which had caused the death of the children because most of
them died of pneumonia. The number of children who had recently died in the district
because of different reasons could rise, he said. To provide medicines needed by the
hospitals in the district, Rs10m was being immediately released, he said, adding that the
amount might be increased if more funds were required. He said two newborn children had
been taken to Hyderabad from the Mithi hospital because their condition was serious. The
chief minister said he had issued directives for supply of fodder for livestock in Thar within 24
hours. He admitted that there were weaknesses in the government system which needed to
be improved. When asked why action had been taken only against officials and not against
the ministers concerned, he said the officials were responsible for the tragedy because they
had failed to discharge their duty. He said the cold weather was also responsible for diseases
and deaths but another reason was failure of officials to timely distribute wheat provided by
the government. The deputy commissioner was responsible for coordinating the distribution
and the SP for maintaining law and order. Besides a departmental inquiry, he said, a
committee headed by DIG of Hyderabad zone Sanaullah Abbasi would look into criminal
negligence of the officials and fix responsibility. PPP leader Taj Haider, a member of the
committee, will monitor the situation and stay in Tharparkar for a week. He said another
committee headed by the MPA of the area would ensure transparency in wheat distribution.

Sindh Information Minister Sherjeel Memon said when drought hit the desert area in the past,
wheat was provided to people at half the price but now it would be distributed free. The
population of Tharparkar district is about 1.6 million living in scattered villages of five to 10
families. People depend on rain for growing food crops and fodder. Though the district
received some rain in November last year, it was scattered and not enough to irrigate land.

Sindh Health Secretary Igbal Durrani told the chief minister in Mithi that keeping in mind the
national child mortality rate, the figure of the children’s death in the backward and remote
areas of Thar over the past few months was not alarming. Admitting that the district lacked
proper healthcare facilities, he said efforts were being made to provide medicines to Thar
hospitals and appoint doctors.

Dr Jawaharlal, civil surgeon of the Mithi Civil Hospital, said the situation was not as alarming
as reported in the media since the children had died because of different diseases and
several of them were from others districts. He said the hospital had an annual budget of
Rs9.3 million for purchasing medicines and faced shortage of doctors.

The commissioner of Mirpurkhas division alleged that wheat provided by the Sindh
government could not be distributed in remote villages because of lack of funds for
transportation.Sindh Minister for Auqaf, Zakat and Ushr Dost Ali Rahimoon said 50 per cent
of the posts of doctors in Thar hospitals had been vacant over a few decades. Except for the
Mithi hospital, no hospital in the district has a lady doctor

MPA Dr Mahesh Kumar Malani called for upgrading the Mithi hospital which currently had
only 74 beds.

Sindh Minister for Population Welfare Syed Ali Mardan Shah said three union councils in the
desert area of Umerkot district were also facing drought and called for supply of wheat at
subsidised rates there. The chief minister also said half of Tharparkar had been hit by
drought and the Sindh government had declared it a calamity-hit area. The issue of shortage
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of medicines and doctors in the hospitals would be resolved on priority basis.

According to APP, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has taken notice of the situation in Thar and
directed the National Disaster Management Authority to immediately get in touch with the
provincial authorities and provide assistance.

KARACHI: Sindh High Court (SHC) Chief Justice Magbool Bagar on Friday directed the chief
secretary, secretaries of food, agriculture and livestock departments and other officials
concerned to submit a detailed report about the reported famine-like situation in parts of
Tharparkar district. The chief justice took notice of the situation in Tharparkar on an
application of SHC Bar Association that sought punitive and exemplary action against
provincial authorities responsible for depriving the people of their fundamental rights to have
food and water. The chief justice converted the SHCBA’s application into a constitutional
petition and ordered the provincial government to explain the criteria and mechanism of the
supply of wheat and other food items to the areas affected by the drought, including Mithi,
Diplo, Islamkot and Nangarparkar. The application was submitted by SHCBA General
Secretary Asim Igbal who said the situation in the district was grim as the media had reported
that hundreds of children had died because of malnutrition. He said the government had
completely failed in taking care of basic needs of citizens and their fundamental rights. “The
bar has received letter from its members who requested [the] SHC chief justice to take notice
of [the] tragic situation and order punitive action against government functionaries
responsible for the drought-caused miseries in Thar,” he added. The chief justice directed the
chief secretary and other officials to inform the court about the measures being taken by them
to mitigate the situation caused by drought and negligence of provincial authorities. He also
issued directives for submitting a detailed report on measures being taken against the
outbreak of epidemics among humans and livestock in the affected areas. The National
Disaster Management Authority was put on notice and directed to submit a report on
measures taken to alleviate miseries arising out of drought. The chief justice issued a notice
to the provincial law officer and put off the hearing to March 14.

KARACHI / MITHI: Most areas of Sindh’s Tharparkar district are facing a famine-like situation
and at least 32 malnourished children are reported to have died. About 175,000 families are
reported to have been affected and some of them have been forced to leave their homes and
move to barrage areas.

According to a report received on Thursday, PPP patron-in-chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari has
expressed concern over the situation and ordered the Sindh government to immediately
launch a relief operation. He has set up a special committee to monitor the situation. The
PPP leader called his adviser on minority affairs, Surendar Valasai, who is from Thar, and
said he would take up the issue with Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah to ensure that relief and
rehabilitation measures were undertaken across the affected area. He said elected
representatives, leaders and workers of the PPP would fully cooperate with the Sindh
government in ameliorating the situation.

Only nine of 166 dehs in Tharparkar district are located in the command area of a barrage.
The rest are in the desert where people mostly depend on rain for growing food and fodder
crops. The area received no rain, except a little drizzle in the beginning of the current season.
Almost all reservoirs have dried up and Thar is facing a famine-like situation. Tharparkar is hit
by drought every two or three years, causing severe shortage of food, resulting in
malnutrition, diseases and death. Children and pregnant women are affected the most. There
is no proper healthcare facility in the Mithi Civil Hospital where the 32 children have died
because of malnutrition. A large number of sheep, camels, cows and goats have died in the
arid, rain-dependent district. Scores of peafowl have perished in various villages, but the
wildlife department is yet to take any significant step to improve the situation. Reports
received from Diplo, Chhachhro, Islamkot, Dahli and Nagarparkar suggest that many poor
Thari families were moving to barrage areas, along with their livestock. Relatives of the
patients admitted to the hospital in Mithi complained that its administration was not providing
medicines and they were forced to buy expensive drugs. “We cannot feed our children, how
can we purchase medicines?”

District Health Officer Dr Abdul Jalil Bhurgri told Dawn that 36 children were reported to have
died in the Civil Hospital. Twenty-three of them were under five years of age and
underweight. The main cause of death was malnutrition.

MPA Dr Mahesh Kumar Malani visited the hospital on Wednesday, along with Tharparkar
Deputy Commissioner Makhdoom Agil-uz-Zaman. Civil Surgeon Dr Jawaharlal told them that
shortage of medicines, doctors, paramedics and sanitary workers had added to people’s
misery. Mr Malani assured the hospital administration that the problems would be solved
soon. Although the Sindh government has declared Tharparkar a calamity-hit district, it is yet
to take any concrete measure to avert further losses. Its announcement to provide 60,000
wheat bags to the drought-hit people of Thar is yet to materialise. The district administration
is reported to have told the relief commissioner that 60,000 wheat bags would not meet the
requirement of about 175,000 drought-hit families.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that Saaf Pani Project is a revolutionary
programme of the Punjab government aimed to protect people against diseases. He said,
under this project, potable water will be made available to every citizen of the province during
next four and a half years. He said a separate company would be set up for the speedy
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implementation of the project. He directed that the departments concerned should work in a
coordinated manner and warned that no negligence would be tolerated in the execution of
this project. He was presiding over a high-level meeting held to review the pace of progress
of Saaf Pani Project, here Monday. Addressing the meeting, the chief minister said the
provision of safe drinking water to citizens was the government priority as it was essential for
saving them from diseases. He said the project had been launched for the supply of potable
water to the masses and the project would be executed speedily. He said there was a need
for capacity-building of the departments concerned and the ‘importance of potable water’
would be made a part of syllabus on the pattern of dengue. He said a high standard of work
on the project would be ensured and community participation would be acquired for the
ownership of filtration plants. He directed that a survey be conducted in the province
regarding non-operational water schemes and a report be submitted to him as early as
possible. He issued instructions for appointing international consultant for the project.
Shahbaz Sharif said a comprehensive system of checks and balances would be evolved for
the project.

Earlier, Managing Director NESPAK gave a briefing on Saaf Pani Project while Secretary
Housing informed the CM about non-operational water schemes.

Mining:

Shahbaz Sharif has said there are vast opportunities of investment in mining and other
sectors in Pakistan. He said a favourable atmosphere for investment had been created in the
Punjab province while investors were facilitated on priority basis. He said there were vast
reserves of coal in Thar. He said Pakistan was rich in mineral wealth, including coal and
South African investors could fully benefit from investment opportunities in mining and other
sectors. He was talking to South African High Commissioner in Pakistan Mpendulo Kumalo
who met him, here Monday. Matters of mutual interest and the promotion of bilateral relations
were discussed in the meeting while it was agreed to promote cooperation in mining and
other sectors. The chief minister said there was a need for promoting trade and economic
relations between the two countries. He said government wanted to utilise vast coal reserves
existing in the country and South Africa could cooperate with Pakistan in mining and
economic sectors. He said the government was taking emergent measures for resolving the
energy crisis in the country and agreements had been signed with several local and foreign
companies for investment in power sector. He said the Punjab government had announced a
massive programme of setting up coal-based power projects. He paid tributes to the services
of South African leader Nelson Mandela for the promotion of peace and said he was a
sagacious leader who made invaluable contributions to peace. The South African High
Commissioner said that South Africa was ready to promote cooperation with Pakistan in
mining and other sectors and there was a need to promote public liaison between the two
countries.

Pakistan is one of the most vulnerable countries in the world to the impacts of climate change
due to its location, population and environmental degradation.According to a 2013 report from
the Asian Development Bank, Pakistan has one month of water supply on hand. The
recommended amount is 1,000 days. 80 percent of Pakistan's agriculture relies on irrigation
from the overstressed water system. Pakistan's average temperature is expected to increase
around 3 degrees Celsius within the next 50 years - this will make food and water challenges
even more taxing. A new study published in the journal Nature Climate Change concludes
that people are already migrating out of the Pakistan for just these reasons.

The study, which focuses on rural Pakistan, found "that flooding - a climate shock associated
with large relief efforts - has modest to insignificant impacts on migration. Heat stress,
however - which has attracted relatively little relief - consistently increases the long-term
migration of men, driven by a negative effect on farm and non-farm income." It goes on to
state that "agriculture suffers tremendously when temperatures are extremely hot wiping out
over a third of farming income." For those in Pakistan relying on the large timber industry for
their livelihoods, the outlook is also grim. Deforestation is a major problem in Pakistan, with
the country only retaining between two and five percent of its tree cover. About 43,000
hectares, or 166 square miles, of forest are cleared annually.According to the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization, this is the highest deforestation rate in Asia. Deforestation is not an
easy problem to address. Each of Pakistan's five provinces has its own deforestation laws.
There is a strong timber mafia that has a hold over many local and timber officials. And
recently a shortage of natural gas for heating and cooking has led to an increase in the
country's middle-class cutting down trees for energy use. Pakistan's population has more
than quadrupled since it was founded in 1947, and the country now has an estimated 180
million residents. Deforestation contributes to flooding, and in 2010 Pakistan experienced
devastating floods after a strong monsoon season that killed around 2,000 people. "There is
no doubt that deforestation is threatening the livelihoods of many poor people in our country
who depend on the forests for their fuel and livelihood needs," Syed Mohammad Ali, a
development consultant, wrote in an op-ed last year. "Deforestation is also blamed for
exacerbating the damage caused by natural disasters such as floods and landslides, since
the absence of tree cover causes soil erosion and diminishes groundwater absorption.
Researchers have also identified deforestation as a major factor behind expansion of the
country's heat zone, reduced flow in the Indus River as well as shrinkage of the Indus River
Delta."
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In December the World Bank gave Pakistan nearly $4 million to study deforestation and how
to address it. Naeem Ashraf Raja, the director of Pakistan's biodiversity program, told the
Washington Post that "officials also hope to convince the United States and other foreign
donors to help launch programs to compensate landowners who agree not to cut trees." A
report from this week assessing the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest
Degradation (REDD+) program, a United Nations' effort to create a financial value for the
carbon stored in forests, concluded that governments and private entities need to ensure that
the proper incentives are in place to achieve long-term sustainability goals. Between 15 and
25 percent of global carbon emissionsare attributed to deforestation, more than the entire
global transportation sector. The report found that unless more finance is made available for
REDD+ projects, the program could become a failure. According to the report, about $12
billion of investment is needed to ensure REDD+ can deliver a 25 percent reduction in carbon
emissions from forests and land-use change by 2020 - short of the original 50 percent
reduction goal, but still significant in combating global emissions.

ISLAMABAD: Deteriorated aquatic habitat at Margalla hills due to municipal and industrial
effluent from Rawalpindi and Islamabad are a potential threat for upstream migration and
breeding of fish 'Tor Putitora'. Large scale extraction of truck loads of sand,gravel and stones
from the Margalla hills have destroyed the natural breeding grounds of this famous sports
fish.

The Margalla Hills areas of River Soan has been a natural breeding ground for this fish,
which breeds in cool waters with gravely stone bed. This fish has been a great natural asset
of the Potowar Plateau over the ages. The areas of Margalla, Murree, Kahuta and Lehtrar
provide provides natural habitat for the breeding of this Fish, Director Pakistan Museum of
Natural History (PMNH) Dr. Muhammad Rafique told APP. He said Fingerlings and fries of
this fish were,however,observed in the areas above the Rawal dam, which shows that the
fish is still breeding in this area inspite of construction of dams and pollution in River Soan
below Dr.Rafique said the population of this fish is however,very low and it seems as if small
population is surviving in the area. The fish fauna however is mostly represented in Rawal
lake and Shahdara valley nullah. The major commercial fish are only represented in Rawal
lake area which forms a buffer zone of Margalla Hills National Park, he said. "The problems
like diversion of water bodies, fast pace of construction work, urbanisation, population influx,
habitat fragmentation, physical and ecological barriers in migration of fish and pollution due to
municipal garbage is very severe in this area". Due to this, the area of River Soan and its
tributaries upstream Rawalpindi has been highly disturbed and ecologically changed, Dr.
Muhammad Rafique said.

PESHAWAR- APP: A team of researchers has found a link between a type of pollutants and
certain metabolic complications of obesity. A study by the team of researchers at the IRCM in
Montreal led by Remi Rabasa-Lhoret, in collaboration with Jerome Ruzzin from the University
of Bergen in Norway, could eventually help improve the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
of cardiometabolic risk associated with obesity, such as diabetes, hypertension and
cardiovascular disease, Science Daily reported.

Although obesity is strongly linked to insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes, a subset of
obese individuals, termed "metabolically healthy but obese", appears relatively protected
from the development of such cardiometabolic complications. The researchers are studying
the factors that seem to protect obese individuals who remain metabolically healthy, in an
attempt to find therapeutic avenues to prevent complications for others who are at risk.
"Recently, persistent organic pollutants (POPs) have been found to accelerate the
development of prediabetes and obesity in mice, thereby mimicking the unfavourable
cardiometabolic profile characteristic of certain obese individuals," Rabasa-Lhoret said.

ISLAMABAD: Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF-Pakistan) will organise its annual travelling
nature carnival here on Sunday to create awareness regarding environmental issues. The
event will be arranged in collaboration with Fauji Fertilizer Company (FFC) and Suzuki, aimed
at increasing awareness of nature conservation through interactive games and competitions
among students, parents and teachers.

Nature Carnival featuring interactive activities and multifaceted programs to convey the
underline message among the masses, including an art competition, quiz competition, essay
competition, interactive 3D model making competition, magic shows, environmental puppet
shows, lucky draw, live music, environmental theater and food stalls. More than 100 schools
of capital city will be participating in a thematic 3D models making competition. These project
stalls would follow environmental themes in their models and displays such as; Benefits of
Trees, Green Neighborhood, Health-Hygiene and Environment, Disaster Management, lllegal
Hunting, Environment Management Systems and Watershed management.

WWEF is engaged in the conservation of environment and natural habitat across Pakistan
while conservation of nature and environmental protection is a primary element of FFC CSR
program as well. It has been working on the environmental education for the past two
decades and "The Travelling Nature Carnival" is an integral part of its school outreach.
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HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION’S IN CLIAMTE SECTOR

ActionAid Sponsored Community Schools Regularized
Schools Regularization in Noshki, Balochistan
Children particularly girls to benefit from schools’ regulization

In accordance with constitutional provisions under Article 25-A and also in result of long term
human rights based advocacy campaign, as many as five community schools in district
Noshki, Balochistan have finally been regularized.

Provincial education department has been directed to appoint 22 teachers on new created
posts in these schools. The primary data reveals that more than 205 children particularly the
girls are studying in these schools which are located in far stretched areas of district Noshki.

ActionAid in partnership with Azat Foundation has been working in district Noshki since 2003.
It has now been more than 5 years that ActionAid launched an advocacy campaign to
convince the provincial government for regularization of community schools. The community
has been in the forefront to run this campaign which has an empowering impact on the
people.

After successive consultations, dialogue and protest demonstrations; the government of
Balochistan conceded to the demands of people. Interestingly, in the notification issued by the
government, efforts of ActionAid and its local partner (Azat Foundation) to provide educational
services to these communities were acknowledged.

Human rights based approach of development advocated and followed by ActionAid and its
local partners have proved beneficial to many communities across the globe particularly in far
off areas of Pakistan. Children have also been prioritized in ActionAid’s work anywhere across
the country. In schools both public and ActionAid sponsored community schools; children are
engaged in the community development projects to make sure that children develop
leadership skills.

Alliance2015

Pakistan was again hit with floods in 2011, 2012 and 2013. In response, Concern Worldwide
and its Alliance2015 partners delivered emergency assistance, helping some of the people
who needed it most.

Concern-worldwide current joint project is the sixth ECHO-funded emergency relief
programme since the 2010 floods. Concern and our Alliance2015 partners are delivering
shelter, food and water, sanitation and hygiene assistance to communities still affected by the
2012 floods.

Affirming the Rights of All to Live With Dignity and Justice

A three-day residential camp on Political Education and Human Rights was held for the first
time in District Narowal, Punjab for private and government schools. After organizing several
camps in Sindh since the year 2003, the political education program of CWS-P/A has not only
extended operations in the province of Punjab but also organized several camps in schools of
Afghanistan. District Narowal borders India therefore the community comprises of Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs and Hindus. “We don’t talk about the rights of fellow human beings,
tolerance and dignity are missing from our lives. If someone has a difference of opinion, we
term them an infidel and pass judgment against their lives and well being,” shared one of the
teachers from Government School Duska.

The training camp provided a platform for fifty students and ten teachers to understand the
role of political and civic education in strengthening and developing societies, which have
inculcated a sense of responsibility, rule of law, tolerance, peaceful co-existence and
volunteerism amongst them. During the three days, sessions were conducted on state and
democracy, election process, human and child rights, leadership skills, gender and sex.
Students expressed their interest in the election process, balloting and child rights sessions.
While discussing child rights, teachers were urged to conduct more trainings for government
school teachers as the ratio of corporal punishments is high in the schools of Punjab. The
camp also provided an opportunity to participants from diverse backgrounds and ethnicity to
develop interfaith and inter-ethnic harmony through its participatory approach.

Drought in Tharparkar adds to Sindh’s food plight

ISLAMABAD: In the past three months over 100 children died of pneumonia and other
illnesses — an indirect result of severe malnutrition and drought-induced famine in the poverty-
stricken district of Tharparkar, in Sindh province. The area was declared "calamity-hit" by the
Government of Pakistan, and eight adjoining districts were also issued a red alert last week as
a similar situation may surface there.

To prevent the Sindh nutrition crisis from further escalating over the coming months, the
Pakistan Emergency Food Security Alliance and ACTED's teams are currently planning an
intervention to respond to the emergency. This intervention will combine nutrition feeding
programs for malnourished children and mothers, as well as activities to improve access to
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clean drinking water and latrines, to fight waterborne diseases. It will also ensure that families
have access to sufficient food during the inter-harvest hunger gap in Sindh.

Education: Village students to learn more about environment

An agreement is signed by Senior WWF-Pakistan Director Dr Ejaz Ahmed and TCF regional
manager Brig Sohail Saleem.

LAHORE: The World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-Pakistan) Green School
Programme has partnered with The Citizens Foundation (TCF) for an environmental
education initiative, a press release issued on Thursday said.

Initially, through this partnership, environmental education activities will be introduced at a
TCF school, located in Lidhar Village. A memorandum of understanding in this regard has
been signed by Senior WWF-Pakistan Director Dr Ejaz Ahmed and TCF regional manager
Brig Sohail Saleem. The school has 600 students from under privileged families. With the help
of WWF-Pakistan, the statement said, these children will get a chance to learn more about
environmental issues impacting Pakistan and the rest of the world. This project has been
started with help from Mehdi Mohsin, a director at Mitchells. The Green School Programme is
an environmental education and awareness campaign that engages students in year around
events, activities and skill development workshops. This partnership aims to make the
students more environmentally aware and conscious. The participating students will get an
opportunity to become official ambassadors of the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan.

According to the statement, the Green School Programme was launched in 2010. Since then,
more than 15,000 students have become a part of the campaign. The programme engages
students in events including the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan Travelling Nature
Carnival, Earth Hour and the National Arts Competition. Each year, on Earth Day, thousands
of saplings are planted by these students across Pakistan. Students from across Pakistan
have also worked on themes such as “Say No to Plastic Bags” and water conservation. Some
of these students participate in the Eco-Internship Programme, engaging in nature
photography and documentary making.
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CLIMATIC PROFILE:

DISTRICT MUZZAFARABAD

District at a glance

Muzaffarabad, the capital of the Pakistan Held Jammu & Kashmir. It is situated at the confluence of the Jhelum & Neelum rivers, with an
elevation of 701m. The district lies at 32° 44' N latitude and 74° 54' E Longitude, with total area of 1303.058 Sq.km. The District has a
total metalled road network of 813 km and an un-metalled network of 758 km.

Demographics
Population-million Growth rate House-hold  Projected Population District- Density in 2012

(PC-1998) (PC-1998/ Size (MICS 2012 (million) wise %  (Person/Sq.km)
million) 2007-08)

1303.058 0.454 2.80% 5.8 0.668 16.08 407

Projected on the basis of 1998 census. Sources:Population Census Organization Islamabad

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Climate/Weather

The mean maximum and minimum temperatures during the month of July are about 35°c and 23°c; and in January 16°c and 3°c
respectively. The Neelum river plays a dominant role in the micro-climate of Muzaffarabad. Annual mean amount of rainfall in this area
is 1200mm to 1800mm while In winter 30% of precipitation occurs in the form of snow. A recent study depicts that ‘Heat waves’ has
been occurring in the past in Muzzaffarbad, however their frequency has been increased in last five years. Recently in July 2012, heat
waves touched the city when temperature reached 43°c.

The correlation results between observed and APHRODITE (Asian Precipitation Highly Resolved Observational Data Integration
Towards Evaluation) daily data in different decades in this area varies from 0.26 to 0.38. Relatively better correlation results (0.49 to
0.67) were obtained in case of mean monthly datasets analysis.

Throughout the year, the winds blow predominantly from the north or the south-east, but in summer there are short spells of wind from
these directions and morning breeze is mostly from the west.

Air Quality

There is no major air quality issue in the Area except for suspended particulate matters, however gaseous emissions from the poorly
maintained vehicles create air pollution. Trucks, buses and other passenger vehicles passing on the existing roads are normally poorly
maintained.

Analysis of air quality studies gives resultant parameters as shown in Table 1. (Conducted for 24-hour period after selecting sampling
locations in areas with settlements, while samples being taken from 5 — 10 meters from the edge of the road).

Table 1. Analysis of Ambient Air Quality

Start Point at Naluchi Bridge (Muzzafarabad)

Time co S02 NO2 PM10 co S02 NO2 PM10 co S02 NO2 PM10
ppm ppm ppm pg/m3 ppm ppm ppm pg/m3 ppm ppm ppm pg/m3

24Hours 0.54 <0.01 <0.01 112.5 0.83 <0.01 <0.01 143.8 0.96 <0.01 <0.01 285

Average

USEPA 35 180 70 150" 35 180 70 150’ 35 180 70 150’

(NAAQS)

For 1 Hour

average

USEPA (NAAQS) = United States Environmental Protection Agency (National Air Quality Standards) ' 24 hour average
(Source:SGS)

One hour average value of CO for all the locations ranges from 0.96 to 0.54 ppm and peak hourly value from 1 to 2 ppm, which is within
the permissible limit. One hour average value of SO2 and NO2 is below 0.01 ppm. These values are within the permissible limit.

24-hour average values of PM10 at these locations are 112.5, 143.8, and 285 ug/m3 respectively. Due to increase in the traffic with the
passage of time, it is estimated that average values of CO, SO2, NO2 and PM10 will also increase.

Surface and Groundwater
Muzzafarabad has sufficient water bodies in shapes of streams and river, agricultural fields are irrigated by the rain water. Aquifer
sources of groundwater are available in the area. They are an important source of water supply throughout the area with the use of

wells, tube wells majorly in the urban areas. Groundwater in the area is generally of good quality and tends to be non-saline. Aquifers
are recharged by means of seepage during the rainy season.

4.¥ ©2014 www.alhasan.com
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Drinking Water

Despite the abundance of water throughout the year in streams and river tributaries, almost all urban centers face water scarcity.
Residents of un-served settlements have to rely on unsafe sources, such as rivers, contaminated open wells, springs, and natural
streams.

Table2. Piped Water Supply in Urban Areas of Muzzafarabad

Urban population (in million) Houses with Houses with Piped water facilities in %age
in municipal Piped water

limits (No.) facility (No.)

1303.058 0.454 2.80% 5.8

Topography, Geology and Soil

The entire district has an undulating topography, with Neelum River serving as the main source of drainage. The topography is mainly
hilly and mountainous, with valleys and some stretches of alluvial plains. The proposed road traverses through the gentle to moderate
slope areas inhabited and cultivated by the local people.

Geologically the rocks exposed in the area are mainly sedimentary and meta-sedimentary.

Regarding soil, in the area, soils are residual and colluvial, and their thickness varies in different parts. The valley soils are fertile and
alluvial, and are therefore able to support productive agriculture. However, the hilly soils are shallow and prone to erosion.

Ecological Resources: Important Ecosystems/Forest

Regarding internationally important ecosystems, there is neither Ramsar site nor World Heritage site in the district, although the
Muzzafarabad has about over 59% of their total area under forest cover.

Seismology

According to the seismic zone map of Pakistan, the Area lies in Zone 1 of Modified Mercalli (M.M.) Intensity Scale 1973, i.e. minor
damage, distant earthquakes may cause damage to structures with fundamental period greater than 1.0 second, corresponds to
intensity V and VI on the M.M. scale. The area is located in one of the most geologically active terrains in the world. The active fault
has the potential to cause future earthquakes and seismic ground motion.

The evidence of above stated ‘Seismic chracter’ of the concerned district depicts clearly from the historical Earthquake of 2005 in this
area.TheMuzaffarabad Earthquake (also known as the Kashmir earthquake) of 2005 was a major seismological disturbance that
occurred at 08:50:38 AM Pakistan standard time on October 8, 2005 with its epicenter 19 km northeast of Muzaffarabad. This
earthquake with the magnitude of 7.6 Mw making it the deadliest of the Himalayan earthquakes with a death toll of more than 80,000
peoples.

The following tables show the overall damages briefly.
Muzzafarabad,2005 Earthquake Damages:

Table 3.a: Deaths/ Injured/ Houses / Affected Forest areas

Deaths Injured Badly affected Forest Area (Ac) of total Forest Houses (Uninhabitable) Damaged/
Area (Ac) 2,18,168 Destroyed

35,803 23,138 1,65,808 146,798

Table 3.b: Tourism Sector

No.of Rest Houses Damaged Damaged (Cover area in Sg. m)

35,803 23,138 1,65,808
Source: SERRA Office, Muzaffarabad

References:

1. Numerical climate modeling and verification of selected areas for heat waves of Pakistan using ensemble prediction system
2 Pakistan Journal of Meteorology Vol. 3: Issue 5, June 2006

RECENT SEISMIC ACTIVITY IN MUZAFFARABAD AND ITS SURROUNDING AREAS

3.Pakistan Journal of Meteorology Vol.9, Issue 17: July 2012

Validation of APHRODITE Precipitation Data for Humid and Sub Humid Regions of Pakistan
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Impact of climate change in Pakistan

Rina Saeed Khan
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(The writer is an award-winning environmental journalist. She holds an MA in Environment and Development from SOAS in London.)

March 13th, 2014

People don’t trust the government to help them respond
to climate change. With Pakistan becoming increasing
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, like floods
and droughts, a recent BBC Climate Asia Report has
found that around 72 per cent of people don’t trust the
government to help them respond to these challenges.
They have no confidence in the government taking action
on issues of food, water, energy and extreme weather.
Indeed, for the current government, which is battling
terrorism and energy shortages, climate change is clearly
not a priority and the ambitious National Climate Change
Policy that was launched by the previous government in
March 2013 has now been shelved.

The Climate Asia Report, which explores how
communication can help people adapt to their changing
environment, covered seven countries in Asia, including
Pakistan. It surveyed the perceptions and experiences of
those most affected by the changing weather and
environment, including farmers, fishing communities and
slum dwellers. The BBC’s Media Action team also
interviewed policymakers, climate experts and members
of the media reporting on climate change at a workshop
held in Islamabad in 2012. Groups were made to identify
the priority areas when it came to climate change
impacts in Pakistan — water was identified as the most
important issue. Either there is too much of it (floods) or
there is not enough (droughts).

People across Pakistan are now experiencing
unpredictable rainfall, increased temperatures and
changes to the seasons. Other changes vary by region,
such as increased rainfall and extreme weather events in

Sindh and decreased rainfall in Balochistan. The Climate
Asia Report found that compared with the other countries
in this study, Pakistanis feel most strongly that these
changes are having a high level of impact on their lives
now (there were around 4,000 respondents to the survey
in Pakistan).

Some of the most striking findings were those around
decreasing access to basic resources such as water and
fuel. Around 82 per cent of the people said resource
availability is decreasing in electricity; 47 per cent said it
is decreasing in fuel; 47 per cent said it is decreasing in
water and 28 per cent said it is reducing in crop
reduction. Almost everyone surveyed said that rain has
either increased or decreased over the past 10 years —
very few said that the weather has stayed the same.
There was an overall feeling of doom and gloom; in fact,
54 per cent of the people think life has become worse in
recent years.

The study found that those communities that felt
informed about their environment were best able to cope
with extreme weather. However, those without access to
resources, relevant information or community support
said that they felt helpless. The Climate Asia Report has
come up with a range of ideas on how to help
communicate climate change issues: “With very high
levels of TV viewership and rising mobile phone use,
there are opportunities to provide these audiences with
information on coping with resource shortages and
seasonal changes through drama serial, discussion
shows and SMS alerts.”
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Lessons from Tharparkar
ILLA. REHMAN
(Daily Dawn, March 13th, 2014)

THE invasion of Tharparkar district by rich donors and
relief convoys should not divert attention from the need
for long-term answers to the grave problems faced,
seasonally or permanently, by the people in the region.

The outrage that has been displayed at images of
children in the throes of death is understandable but this
outpouring of grief and anger will be meaningless if
remedial action is not taken.

There is no doubt that the response to the humanitarian
challenge from state agencies and civil society
organisations both has been prompt and ample. The
confusion caused by sensationalised reporting, ill-
informed commentators, and attempts to make political
capital out of people’s misery has been considerably
dispelled by well-informed, non-state observers.

It is clearer than before that the population of parts of the
Tharparkar district has had three misfortunes: first, the
drought this year has been severer than in the past few
years; secondly, the cold spell has been unusually long
and intense; and third, arrangements for the access of
affected communities to food and medical aid have been
inadequate and dysfunctional.

Nature cannot be blamed for all these factors. That
successive droughts cause an incremental increase in
water scarcity may be a natural phenomenon but the
people have ftraditionally overcome it by seasonal
migration. The cold spell affected children because the
health cover was inadequate, and the havoc caused by
the administration’s failures is entirely man-made.

A large number of families in Thar dealt with the situation
as they have always done — they moved to other parts
of Sindh where they could find water, grazing fields for
their cattle, and even opportunities for casual work.
(Incidentally, media reports suggest that an equal
number of families — 175,000 — migrated from Thar and
Cholistan desert this year.) It seems those who did not
have reason to migrate have suffered the most.

With the change of season the child mortality rate is likely
to decline and migrants will return to their homes and, as
Dr Khangharani, the doyen of Thar experts, says all
stories of death and malnutrition will be forgotten.

The issue is whether the cycle of drought, migration and
symptomatic, short-term relief will be allowed to continue.
If the government has the requisite will it should not be
impossible to address the causes of the people’s
suffering year after year.

The first task is to overcome the ‘famine of facts’, to
borrow an admirable phrase from Mr Javed Jabbar. We
do not know to what extent the seasonal migration is
documented but from now on it should be necessary to
have authentic records of the exodus and return of
drought-affected communities.

An important cause of the migration is lack of fodder for
livestock that constitutes most of the affected people’s
sole economic wealth. Will the supply of fodder from
outside and an efficient network of veterinary services
reduce the extent of dislocation?

24

In all disaster stories a lack of efficient communication,
transport and monitoring systems has often been noted.
Reports of an impending famine in Thar had started
coming in December 2013. Were these reports shared
with the authorities concerned? If they were, how did the
disaster management agencies respond? Could the
existence of local government institutions make a
difference?

Common sense demands that measures to protect the
population of Tharparkar (or Cholistan, for that matter)
should be an integral part of the development plan for the
region. The money spent on setting a national record for
the highest number of school buildings (which is different
from having functional schools) in the district could have
been better used for promoting food security and
healthcare.

Tharparkar and the adjoining districts need special
attention of development and community welfare
agencies in view of their sizeable non-Muslim population.
Media reports are silent on how the non-Muslim citizens,
particularly those still categorised as scheduled castes,
have fared during the latest calamity but one should like
to be reassured that they have suffered no more than
their Muslim neighbours. The reason for this concern is
the fact that non-Muslims do not have equal access to
the medical services and income support facilities in the
region.

While every effort should be made to streamline the
existing administrative structure, two steps have become
necessary to remove the causes of the disadvantaged
community’s suffering. First, the people must be given
their due share in the management of their affairs. All
parts of Pakistan urgently need democratic and efficient
local government, and Thar, Cholistan, Kalash, Fata and
Pata need it more than others.

Secondly, in spite of the government’s irrational hostility
to state-sponsored socio-economic development, a high-
powered organisation must be created to undertake
essential works in underdeveloped areas of the country.
In Thar this body could build food and fodder reserves,
remove infrastructure deficiencies, upgrade veterinary
services and broaden the scope for people’s economic
activity.

This will reduce poverty which is one of the basic causes
of famine and high rates of child and female mortality and
ill-health. It will be good if this body has a special
department for the protection and promotion of the rights
of the indigenous populations who at the moment figure
nowhere on the development map.

It is not good politics to shed tears when children die and
ignore how they live and dole out fat cheques when a
calamity hits the poor. The only worthwhile action can be
to give all children hope in their future. Time to begin
doing that.
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The changing monsoons
RINA SAEED KHAN
(Daily Dawn) March 02, 2014

The Asian summer monsoon, which brings heavy rainfall
from June to September across China, Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, etc. affects almost
two thirds of humanity. Today, scientists are worried
about how climate change will impact Asia’s life-
sustaining monsoons, which control the seasonal
alternation of wet and dry periods. Scientists are already
pointing out that climate change is making the monsoons
more erratic.

The region’s economy is based largely upon agriculture,
so changes in the strength and path of the Asian
monsoon can be disastrous. Since the Asian monsoon is
critical to the agriculture, water resources and the
economy of Pakistan, understanding the variability of the
monsoon and prediction is vital for the wellbeing of the
country. Hence, last month the newly formed Centre for
Climate Research and Development (CCRD) at the
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology,
Islamabad organised an international conference on
“Asian Monsoon and Climate Change” in the capital. The
conference was organised in association with the
prestigious Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research in Germany and the International Centre for
Climate and Environment Sciences in China (ICCES-
China).

“It was actually an Asian and European meeting held in
Islamabad to discuss the monsoon system,” explained
retired Ambassador Shahid Kamal, who is currently
helping the CCRD as an Advisor to the Comsats Institute.
The conference was attended by a large number of
leading scientists and researchers from countries like
Germany, India, Malaysia, Bangladesh, China, Iran, Italy,
Malaysia, Nepal, Russia, USA and Pakistan and provided
a platform for scientific discussions on the variability of
the monsoon and its relationship with the changing
climate system.

The conference also highlighted the work of the CCRD,
which is working in a trans-disciplinary manner, building
on the knowledge of Comsats various departments and
collaborating with the Potsdam Institute and the ICCES in
Beijing. “The CCRD will start classes this year in climate
sciences so we are looking forward to that; we would like
to contribute to the debate on climate change in Pakistan
by developing scientific skills and capacity and reaching
out to policy making departments,” explained Kamal.

At the inaugural session of the two-day conference, the
chief guest, Federal Minister for Science and Technology
Zahid Hamid, emphasised the importance of climate
change as a global issue. Today Pakistan faces five
major risks related to climate change: rise in sea level,
glacial retreats, floods, higher average temperatures and
more frequent droughts.
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The Director of ICCES-China, Prof. Zhaohui Lin,
highlighted its longstanding cooperation with international
organisations like Comsats. The Head of International
Cooperation, PIK-Germany, Prof. Dr Jirgen P. Kropp,
noted that climate change is a constant phenomenon that
influences human lives, especially in terms of water and
food security, agricultural yield and energy production,
among others. Due to the recent developments in climate
sciences, projections on complex climatic phenomena
are now possible. Dr Kropp called for spreading greater
awareness amongst the stakeholders so they can take
informed decisions.

The technical talks of the conference focused on the
impact of climate change and monsoon variability on
extreme weather events, urban drainage systems, food
security, biodiversity and water resources. Various
factors influencing the anomalous variations in rainfall
patterns, their effects and possible predictive models
were also deliberated upon. According to Ghulam Rasul,
the chief meteorologist of Pakistan, “Summer monsoon is
the major source of water in Pakistan, which is almost
double in the northern half as compared to the southern
half. During the last two decades, occurrence of heavy
downpours as well as shift in temporal and spatial
distribution of monsoon precipitation has been noticed.
Future climate projections suggest that the summer
monsoon in Pakistan is going to be highly variable over
time and space embedded with extreme events giving
rise to flash floods, riverine floods and urban floods. The
impact of climate change will be more pronounced and
visible on water resources as they would send shock
waves to all the socioeconomic sectors, shattering water,
food and energy security.”

The meeting highlighted that the Asian monsoon has a
critical influence on the climate system of the region and
affects more than 60 per cent of the world’s population.
There is today an urgent need to build climate resilience
and more work is needed on climate vulnerability,
adaptation and disaster risk management. The
participating scientists resolved to promote linkages to
advance research on climate change and develop further
collaborations with the CCRD.

At the concluding ceremony, the French ambassador to
Pakistan, H.E. Mr Philippe Thiébaud, called for more
scientific and diplomatic interactions on issues related to
climate change. France will be hosting the UN Climate
Change Conference 2015 in Paris where it is hoped that
a global treating curbing carbon emissions (which are
causing climate change) will be agreed upon by countries
signatory to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change.
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Rural Development Initiative

Local NGO

Muhammad Khaleel

Executive Director

rid.pak@gmail.com
0092-333-9213610,0092-91-5828318

House No. 145 B/2, Street No. 11, Sector H-1, Phase-
2,Hayatabad, Peshawar

www.rid.org.pk

National Innovative Development Society
Local NGO

Syed Hameed Gharshin

President

nids.society@yahoo.com
0092-333-7920854, 0092-341-2673787
Qadri Complex, DHQ Road, Loralai

Community Awareness Raising and Advocacy Ventures
Around Needs

Local NGO

Syed Ghafar Shah

Exective Director

info@caravanpk.org
0092-345-9320160,0092-946-712448

House # 15, Abdara Road, Peshawar
www.caravanpk.org

Water Environment and Sanitation Society

Local NGO

Pervez Igbal Safi

Chief Executive Officer

pervez@wess,org.pk

0092-333-7805354, 0092-81-2864038, 0092-81-2864037
House No. 29/131 DOHS, Survey 31, Behind Askari Petrol
Pump, Air Port Road

WWW.wess.org.pk

Gul Rural Development Organization

Local NGO

Ghulam Sarwar Gabol

Chairman

ghulamsarwargabol@yahoo.com
0092-301-3258788,0092-300-3262857

Near Old Hospital Mirpur Mathelo, Ghotki, Sindh

Healthy Environment Creative Society

Local NGO

Faiz Muhammad Bughio

CEO

hecs.org@gmail.com

0092-343-3428786, 0092-333-7083268

HECS Office, Main Road,Near Habib Bank, Moro, Sindh
www.hecs.webstarts.com

Health Education & Literacy Trust
Local NGO

Farkhanda Tabassum

Executive Director
Healtrust_pk@yahoo.com
0092-333-4237672

736-Z Phase |ll DHA, Lahore

www.healtrust.org

Save The Nature and Humanity Development Organization
Local NGO

Ali Gohar Mirani

Chief Exective

aligoharm.nature@gmail.com

0092-332-3863502 ,0092-333-2497000. 0092 332-
3863502

Haibat Road, Eid Gah Muhalla, Kandhkot, Sindh
www.stnah.org

Swat Participatory Council

Local NGO

Muhammad Roshan

Executive Director

spcswat@gmail.com
0092-345-9510067, 0092-946-721296
Naeem House, Near Girls College, Swat

www.spcswat.org

Social Action Bureau for Assistance in Welfare and
Organizational Networking

Local NGO

info@sabawon.org

0092-91-5810424

House.No.230, Street: 4, Sector: H-I, Phase-Il, Hayatabad,
Peshawar

www.sabawon.org

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Donor/NGO

0092-51-9244500 -7

4th Floor, Serena Office Complex, Plot No. 17, Ramna 5,
Khayaban- e-Suhrawardy, Sector G-5/1, Islamabad

www.jica.go.jp

UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme

UN-NGO

Masood Ahmed Lohar

Project Coordinator

chatro.khatri@undp.org

0092-22-2108074

House No. 144, Defence Officers Housing Society, Phase-
1, Hyderabad

www.sgppakistan.org

South Asia Partnership Pakistan

Donor/NGO

Mr. Mohammad Tahseen

Executive Director

tahseen@sappk.org

0092-300-4459124, 0092-42-35311701

Haseeb Memorial Trust Building, Nasirabad, 2 K.M.
Raiwind

Road,Thokar Niaz Beg, Lahore

www.sappk.org

Leadership for Environment and Development
International NGO

Hina Lotia

Program Director

main@lead.org.pk

0092-51-111 511 111,0092-51-2651511
LEAD House, Sector: F-7 Markaz, Islamabad

www.lead.org.pk
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Mountain and Glacier Protection Organization

Local NGO

Ms.Aisha Khan

CEO

aisha@mgpo.org

0092-345-8589001.

House No. 73, Street No. 59, Sector: 1-8/3, Islamabad

wWww.mgpo.org

Institute for Social and Environmental Transition

Local NGO

Atta ur Rehman

Research Associate

atrehnman@isetpk.org
0092-345-8569856,0092-51-2552188

House No. 8-B, Street No. 1, Sector: F-8/3, Islamabad

www.isetpk.org

BAGHBAN Pakistan

Local NGO

Shafi Ullah CEO

info@baghbanpk.org

0092-945-825360

Shah Trade Center, Flat No.8, Balambat Road,
Timergara, KP

www.baghbanpk.org

Tribal's Integrated Efforts

Local NGO

Shaban Ali

Executive Director

shabanties@gmail.com

0092-345 9152267, 0092-926-3567373,0092-926-312838
Backside National Bank, Silicon Center, Kurmi Bazar,
Parachinar

Environment and Protetction Agency

Govt.department

Neseer Kashani

Director General

0092-81-9201840

Samugali road , near wood couk speny nersary , Quetta,
Balouchistan

Eco-Conservation Initiatives

Local NGO

Azhar Qureshi

Chief Executive Officer

info@eci-networks.org
0092-300-9565378,0092-51-4446362

House No.718, Street No.82, Sector: 1-8/4, Islamabad
www.eci-networks.org

Balochistan Social Development Program

Local NGO

Mohammad Arif Kurd

Executive Director

bsdp_gta@yahoo.com

0092-304-7978091, 0092-81-2863683 ,0092-300-
3846330

House No. 117-C Samangli Housing Scheme, Quetta
www.pureportals.com/bsdp

Social Awareness for Humanitarian and Environmental
Resources

Local NGO

Abdul Ghani

President

ghani.saher@gmail.com

0092-300-3251394

Opposite Super Jamali Petroleum service Dadu Road Johi,
Taluka, Johi, Dadu, Sindh

www.sahersindh.org

Pakistan Institute for Environment-Development Action
Research

Academic Institution

Syed Ayb Qutub

Executive Director

piedar@comsats.net.pk

0092-51-2820359, 0092-51-2820359

Office No: 3, First Floor, 64-E Masco Plaza, Blue Area,
Islamabad

www.piedar.org

Motto to Empower the Health, Education and Rights
Local NGO

Saif ur Rehman

Chief Executive Officer
saif@meher.org.pk/mehar_jfd@hotmail.com
0092-333-7881255,0092-300-3436819

Main Civil Hospital Road, Near Zakat Office, Dera Allah
Yar, Balouchistan

www.meher.org.pk

Youth Sciences Association for Environment
Local NGO

Abrar Ahmed

President

unity_peace@hotmail.com

0092-302-4270391

House No.138, Block-E, Unit NO.11, Latifabad,
Hyderabad, Sindh

Solidar Switzerland (Pak)

International NGO

info@solidar-switzerland.org.pk

0092-51 8432091/0092-51-2300176

House No. 580, Street No. 6, Sector G-11/1, Islamabad
www.solidar-switzerland.org.pk

Angel Development Organization

Local NGO

Sahibzada Tariq Sultan

President

angel.org.pk@gmail.com

0092-333-3700786, 0092-300-3939777

Haqg Bahoo Colony Usta Muhammad Tehsil Usta
Muhammad

Green Rural Development Organization Hyderabad
Local NGO

Ghulam Hyder Malookani

Executive Director

malookani@yahoo.com/ Grdovsk@yahoo.com
0092-301-3574927, 0092-334-2621487

House No D-08 Govt. Employees Cooperative Housing
Society, GMB/2, Hyderabad

www.greenrural.net

Foundation for Urban and Rural Development
Local NGO

Qazi Wajid Mahesar

Chairperson / Executive Director

Population Council
International NGO
Dr. Zeba A. Sathar
Country Director

©2014 www.alhasan.com ;¥
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furd.pk@gmail.com
0092-312-3355111

Village Qazi Arif, Taluka Mehar, Dadu
www.furdpk.org

pubinfo@popcouncil.org

0092-51-8445566

Population Council House No.7,Street 62,F-6/3, Islamabad
www.pcpak.org

Marvi Rural Development Organization

Local NGO

Ms. Sughra Solangi

Chief Executive Officer

sughra.solangi@gmail.com mrdopk@gmail.com
0092-300-9314330, 0092-71-580471

House No. 5, Sector-1, Sukkur Township, Main Bypass
Road, Sukkur

Society for Human Empowerment and Rural Development
Local NGO

Muhammad Riaz Ahmed

Project Coordinator
Riazchannar@gmail.com/sher_khushab@hotmail.com
0092-454-730203, 0092-300-6001015

Village and PO Mitha Tiwana, Mohalla Ajtan Wala,
Khushab

www.sher.pk

Environmental Relief Service

Local NGO

Muhammad Ayub Rehmani

Chief Executive Officer
ers_org@yahoo.com,ers.ayub@gmail.com
0092-322-6114496,0092-62-2283064

House # 5, Street 3, New Muslim Town Near Darbar
Mehal,Bahawalpur

www.ers.org.pk

Pakistan Water Partnership

International NGO

Saddar Muhammad Tariq

CEO/Executive Director

pwp@pwp.org.pk

0092-51-435 9007

Pakistan Water Partnership, 710, Street 22, 1-8/2,
Islamabad

WWW.PWDP.org.pk

Society for Human Interest and Neglected Environs
Local NGO

Naseer Mastoi

President

naseermastoi5@gmail.com

0092-300-3706590, 0092-838-711520

Near Astana Syed Mahboob Shah, Ward No.06,(
Railway Phatak),Naseerabad
www.shinebalouchistan.com.pk

Society for the Advancement of Nature, Justice & Health
Local NGO

Ghulam Abbas Mahr

Chief Executive Officer

sanjhkotadu3173@yahoo.com

0092-300-8603173, 0092-66-2040598

Pakistan Public School, Gurmani Town, Tehsil Kot Addu
www.Sanjh.org.pk

Participatory Welfare Services

Local NGO

Muhammad Hayat Sial

Executive Director

pwspk@hotmail.com

0092-300-6764890

Sial Colony, Ward No. 3, Fateh Pur Road, Chowk Azam,
Layyah, Punjab
www.pwspk.org

Oxfam Novib Netherland (Pak)

International NGO

Iftakhar Ahmad Khalid

Country Director
iftakhar.khalid@oxfamnovib-pakistan.org
0092-300-5019627

House No 27, Service Road East, Sector G-11/3,
Islamabad

www.oxfamnovib.nl

Realistic Approach to Nature and Nation Awareness
NGO

Suliman Khankhel

Executive Director

suliman@rannapakistan.org

0092-301-8000909, 0092-996-401160

RANNA Near Contenental Hotel, Main Bazzar,Shangla
www.rannapakistan.org

Aga Khan Foundation Pakistan

Local NGO

Dr Karim Ali

CEO

Ahsan Imtiaz Paracha

Senior Program Officer

sher.sherazi@akdn.org

0092-51-111-253-254

Level 9, Serena Business Complex, Khayaban-e-
Suhrawardy, Opposite Convention Centre, Office
www.akdn.org/AKF

Energy Foundation-Pak

Renewable energy/Env.protection

Local NGO

Javaid Ahmed

Chairman

0092 51 235 2628, 0092 51 235 2631

House # 39, Street - 2, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad,
Pakistan

www.energyfoundation-pk.org

Care International

International NGO

Waleed Rouf

Country Director

info@pk.care.org

0092 51 2855 924 — 925, 0092 51 2855 926
House #10, Street 37 , F-8/1, Islamabad
www.careinternational.org.pk

International Union for Conservation of Nature
International NGO

Mehmood Ahktar Cheema

Country Representative

cro.pk@iucn.org /sadia.tabasum@iucn.org
0092 21 35861540 ,0092 21 35835760

Pakistan Council of Renewable Energy Technologies
Government

Khalid Islam

Director General

dgpcret@yahoo.com

0092-51-9258228, 0092-51-9258229
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IUCN-Pakistan Country Office1, Bath Island
Road,Karachi
www.iucn.org/pakistan

Head Office (Islamabad) Pakistan Council of Renewable
Energy Technologies

(PCRET) No. 25, H-9, Islamabad

www.pcret.gov.pk

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE
Local NGO

Abid Qayoom Solari

Exectuvie Director

suleri@sdpi.org

0092-51-2278134,0092-51-2278135

38 Embassy Road, G-6/3 Islamabad

www.sdpi.org

WWF-PAKISTAN

International NGO

Khalid Mahmood

President, WWF-Pakistan

info@wwf.org.pk

042 3586 2359-60, UAN: 042 111 993 725, 042 3586 2358
Head Office, P.O. Box 5180, Ferozepur Road, Lahore
www.wwfpak.org

NDMA. GOVT.OF PAKISTAN

Disaster/risk mgmnt.

Government Department

inffo@ndma.gov.pk

0092 51 9205037 UAN#: 051-111-157-157,0092 51
9205086

Prime Minister's Office 2nd Floor , Sector G-5-1,
Constitution Avenue, Islamabad

www.ndma.gov.pk

Government of Pakistan

Cabinet Secretariat, Climate Change Division
Additional Secretary, Raja Hasan Abbas
0092-51-9224579, 0092-313-5165386, Fax 0092-51-
9204126

Cabinet Secretariat Climate Change Division,
Islamabad 44000, Pakistan.

Www.mocc.gov.pk

Pakistan Wetlands Programme WWF
International NGO

0092-51-2114125-9 ,0092-51-2114130

House # 451, Street #2, Sector F-11/1 Islamabad
www.pakistanwetlands.org

Sustainable Peace and Development Organization
/SPADO

Local NGO

info@spado.org.pk

0092-51-2293658, 0092-51-2293659, 0092-51-8431702
Head office House No: 277, Street 6, F 10/3, Islamabad
www.spado.org.pk

UN-HABITAT

United Nations Human Settlements Programme
International NGO

0092-51-835 7358,0092-51-835 7383

United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-
HABITAT

GPO Box 1980, Islamabad, Pakistan
mailbox@unhabitat.org.pk

www.unhabitat.org.pk

WORLD BANK-Pakistan

International NGO

Javaid afzal

Senior Evnironment Specialist
jafzal@worldbank.org

0092-51- 9090000

Country Office :20-A Shahrah-e-Jamhuriat, G-5/1,
Islamabad
www.worldbank.org/en/country/pakistan
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