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DETAILS

CHITRAL: Sarhad Rural Support Programme (SRSP) provided solar power plants to the health
department in a ceremony held at the Chitral Scouts Headquarters on Saturday. This was done to
restore power to hospitals in upper parts of Chiral that were confronted with power issues after
Reshun hydal power was washed away by recent floods.

Chitral Scouts Commandant Colonel Nizamuddin Shah handed power plants to district health
officer Dr Israrullah and several district councillors from the affected areas.During his address on
the occasion, Shah appreciated the efforts of SRSP, its hydal power generation projects and
expressed gratitude to the programme’s chief executive officer Shehzada Masoodul Mulk. He said
after severe floods in the district, power supply to the hospitals of Chitral was suspended and the
staff and patients were suffering on a daily basis. “SRSP personnel worked diligently to provide
electricity to the many hospitals, including those in Boni and Warijoon,” he added.Shah also said
Pakistan Army was utilising its resources for the rehabilitation of flood and earthquake victims.

The local government members present on the occasion also thanked SRSP for its contribution for
the betterment of the people of the district. The SRSP internal auditor engineer Khadamullah was
also present on the occasion.

Despite prevention measures by the authority concerned, dengue cases mounted up to 378 in
Peshawar while 20 patients are under treatment in various hospitals to fight the disease. As many
as 2,265 suspected dengue cases have been registered in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa so far.

According to official figures, around nine fresh cases of dengue have been confirmed in National
Institute of health (NIH) Islamabad while rapid diagnostic tests have been conducted of 27 health
department employees. Currently, 20 patients are being treated in various hospitals of the
province. Seven new patients brought to Kohat district Headquarter Hospital, four patients are in
Hayatabad Medical complex, two patients in Khyber Teaching Hospital. According to health
department total number of cases 598 in Manshera, 493 Abbottabad, 397 in Malakand, Peshawar
378, Kohat 303, Dir lower 35, Swat 36 and Haripur 25. However no cases reported in Buner, Lakki
Marwat,Kohistan, Torghar and Chitral. The numbers of patients increasing during summer season
however this time despite of change in the weather case are surfacing in various part of KP.

LANDIKOTAL: Member National Assembly (MNA) Ghalib Khan Wazir has said that peace has
been restored in many areas of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas because of sacrifices by
the army and incumbent government. He was speaking at the closing ceremony of a five-day
training workshop of Basic Disaster Response Team (BDRT). The Pakistan Red Crescent (PRC),
Fata chapter, had arranged the training. The legislator said that the Fata people had witnessed
bad times due to militancy. He said the army suffered losses but restored peace in most parts of
the Fata while the security forces were still chasing anti-state elements. The parliamentarian
appreciated the PRC Fata chapter’s role in the rehabilitation and repatriation of displaced families.
Speaking on the occasion, Ikramullah Jan Kukikhel said that his team believed in public service.
He said during the last eight months, they had registered 6,000 volunteers across Fata while
different trainings were provided to 2,000 youth to cope with natural and man-made calamities. He
said 50,000 displaced families had benefited from the food and non-food assistance. MNA Ghalib
and Ikramullah Jan later distributed certificates among 25 participants on completion of the five-
day training.

TOBA TEK SINGH: The dengue situation is under control and so far not a single casualty has
been reported in the district, DCO Amir ljaz Akbar said.He was chairing a meeting of the Anti-
Dengue Committee here on Saturday.

The DCO informed that the health department teams conducted a survey at 66,000 places to
check dengue larva, adding that insecticides were sprayed at 4,858 places to eliminate dengue
larva across the district. Amir ljaz directed the TMOs to ensure that water should not be
accumulated on roads or in all the areas in the district. EDO Health Dr Nawaz Ranjha, DO Health
Dr Khalid, Gojra AC Tanveer Kashif Murtaza, EDO Agriculture Shahzad Sabir and TMOs attended
the meeting.PASSERBY HIT TO DEATH: A passerby was hit to death by a speeding bike on
Jhang Road in Gojra on Saturday.The deceased identified as a Haq Nawaz Bhatti and a resident
of Ayub Colony, was crossing the road when a speeding motorbike hit him. As a result he was
critically injured and shifted to the Gojra THQ hospital from where doctors referred him to
Faisalabad Allied Hospital where he breathed his last.

ABBOTTABAD: Several members of the district council criticised what they called
mismanagement and slow work by the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority
(ERRA) on under-construction schools.

Addressing the district forum of Awaz, an awareness and accountability programme sponsored by
the UK Department for International Development, members of Abbottabad district council
Tehmina Faheem and Babu Muhammad Khushal claimed that a number of schools in the district
could not be reconstructed by ERRA due to financial constraints or other problems even 10 years
after the 2005 earthquake.Tehmina, who is also district president of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
women wing, said students had been suffering as the buildings of their schools had been
demolished before award of new contracts.abu Muhammad Khushal pointed out that the building
of Government Primary School Zaro Gali was demolished in 2008 by ERRA for reconstruction, but
it could not be completed so far, affecting 120 students who have been studying in a local mosque.

Similarly, he said the Government Primary School Bagari, Primary School Rata and Primary
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School Kohar were damaged in the earthquake of October 26, 2015 and students there need
alternate arrangements.A basic health unit, he pointed out, had no drinking water, nor is there any
permanent post of a doctor. Most of the girls’ schools have only one teacher, who cannot teach all
students. He said the dispensary’s building in Likhala village is in a dilapidated condition where
shortage of staff and medicines were routine problems.

He also said there was no maternity home in the area. Sajid Saeed and Bushra Waheed, woman
councillors from Bagnoter Union Council, said that girls’ high school building, which was damaged
in the 2005 earthquake, had not been completed yet and students were studying in the
open.Similarly, they said girls and boys have been studying in tents since their separate high
schools in Seri area were damaged in the 2005 earthquake.

SHABQADAR: Trophies and certificates of appreciation were awarded to volunteers during
separate ceremonies held on Saturday in Mohmand and Bajaur agencies.

The events were organised by Pakistan Red Crescent and held on the eve of International
Volunteer Day (IVD). Designated by the United Nations in 1985, the day aims to increase
awareness about efforts made to enhance social welfare.The first event was held in Ghallanai and
attended by Mohmand Assistant Political Agent Haseebur Rehman.“As socially responsible
citizens, we must engage in volunteer work,” Rehman said. “During the earthquake, volunteers
served the affected communities without any discrimination. This shows that our nation is
enthusiastic to serve society at large."He added it is important to encourage students to engage in
volunteer work.Speaking on the occasion, Government Higher Secondary School Ghallanai
Principal Muhammad Idrees also highlighted the importance of volunteering.

“Every one of us should selflessly serve our community,” he added.Separately, a similar function
was held at a government school in Gardai, Bajaur Agency where speakers underlined the
importance of social welfare.

The government must lift the restriction and facilitate NGOs because destruction is huge and it
cannot be controlled by the government alone Having spent most of the years in Karachi, | had no
clue how a massive earthquake feels like before the recent earthquake in October. | was in Murree
when earthquake hit Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and other parts of the Asian region. During
continued jolts—which lasted for 80 to 90 seconds— | still remember that it was extremely difficult
for me to stand on the surface. | witnessed people around me reciting Kalma, screaming, falling
down on the surface amidst sound of the shattering glasses, shaking trees etc. It all happened
within 90 seconds. After the jolts, our TV channels— once again keeping the tradition of never
missing any opportunity—flooded with “breaking news” tickers and successfully created chaos
among masses at a situation which needed to be dealt tranquilly.On my way back to Islamabad, |
heard that a volunteer-based organization is going with relief to Shangla District. So | went with
them to gauge the damage and government'’s efforts in managing the situation.

Shangla District has captivating sights, green valleys and flowing River Indus covered by huge
mountains. Its population is 0.4 million and has four Tehsils. Shangla is considered to be most
affected area in this earthquake and Tehsil Chakesir, with a population of 50,000 people, has
witnessed most of the destruction. A man wearing German Red Cross jacket apprised that 60 per
cent of damage done by earthquake has occurred in Shangla.

According to an estimate by Musharraf Shah, a local person who was leading the relief campaign
in Tehsil Chakesir, the death toll has reached up to 58 in Shangla District and most of the deaths
happened in Chakesir. Shah also added that overall 1,200 houses have completely collapsed in
Shangla District, 400 alone in Chakesir. As far as injuries are concerned, it is difficult to count or
classify because there were so many people - as | personally witnessed - who had severe or minor
injuries. The news of death and destruction can be easily found on various news sources. The
purpose of this story is not to discuss only damages but to shed light on government’s response,
incompetence and things that are required immediately.

When | reached Chakesir, all | saw was a helicopter flying from one mountain to another to
oversee the progress and estimate the damage, | guess. | hardly saw any government
representative on ground providing relief to victims. There were locals, like the one | mentioned
above, who were assisting volunteers from different NGOs and taking them to victims.It would be
really unjust to say that the government has not done anything. It has provided water-friendly tents.
If it rains, tents would welcome water with open arms. It has also provided food, which was thrown
down from a helicopter. | also asked Shah about PM'’s visit in Shangla. He laughed and said that
during a briefing session to PM on earthquake destruction, his adviser, Ameer Magam, gave a
speech on China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) rather than briefing on victims’ miseries. |
also interviewed a local journalist about army’s efforts. He said on a condition of anonymity, “Army
is clearing roads—which is also a need—but people need food and shelter.” Moreover, army is
also responsible for evacuation and clearing debris. But pictures suggest that army is also
unsuccessful in performing its duties. Normally in developing countries where government is weak
in providing relief, local or international NGOs play their role to bridge the gap between
government and victims in disasters. Because of a few NGOs, our Interior Minister has outlined a
new mechanism to curb all NGOs. Consequently, the aforementioned gap is rapidly widening.
When we were on our way to Shangla, we received a call from a local and he said, “Do not say
you are from an NGO otherwise police would stop and send you back.” And he was true in his
prophecy. We were stopped by the police on four different check posts and they specifically asked,
“Are you from any NGO?” Of course, we had to lie otherwise they would never have allowed us to
enter Shangla. | think Pakistan is among very few countries where you have to lie for a noble
cause.Even though Shangla District is part of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) but it falls under
Provincially Administered Tribal Areas (PATA) where President of Pakistan oversees region’s
affairs by directing governor of the province. Reforms in PATA have been under debate but
nothing significant has been achieved so far. As a result, the people of Shangla have suffered the
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most and are deprived of basic necessities because of centralist mindset—concentration of
maximum power at centre level— in our federalism and constitutional ambiguity. According to a
local, there is only one hospital in Chakesir which is almost dysfunctional.

I went to Syedano Dero (the area of Syeds) which is situated at the top of the mountain in
Chakesir. This area has undergone huge devastation. There was only one place, which remained
undamaged during the earthquake which was baithak, a place of meeting. Except baithak, almost
every home has collapsed. Relief progress is insignificant due to two reasons. First, since it is
situated on the top, the only way to reach there is to hike at least for 30 minutes. Second, the
road—which connects it to main Chakesir Tehsil—is bumpy and it takes 3 hours to reach there. If
the road is well-constructed then it is hardly a 30-minute drive. Putting aside earthquake victims, a
local apprised that hundreds of people had already lost their lives in past because of this road.
“They die while on their way”, he added. The more interesting fact is that this only road was built
by locals themselves in 1940s. A lot can be written on Shangla and its deprivation. But | would
suggest these things which need to be done urgently. First, the winter season has arrived and |
saw very few people who had warm clothes. A friend from Shangla, Umar Bacha, just informed
me that some children have died because of cold. They need warm clothes and jackets. Second,
the government has provided them tents, which are not waterproof. Rains and snowfall has
already started in Shangla. They need steel sheets that can protect them from water. Third, since
there is no hospital on the mountain, a medical camp needs to be installed. Fourth, government
must lift the restriction and facilitate NGOs because destruction is huge and it cannot be controlled
by the government alone. | also wish to suggest that the government should also make proper
roads but | know it would be an unjust demand considering the past records of government’s
seriousness. Moreover, a streamlined PATA will ease the burden of many and will boost efficiency.

They were really poor and had few things to eat but their hospitality has inspired me. So | have
come to a conclusion that poor people are more generous than rich. Now, these poor people
require our generosity and help. Will we (government and people) stand with them?

Thousands of people in Asia have been struck by dengue fever in recent months. Philippines.
Myanmar, Malaysia, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietham are among the countries that have been
significantly hit by this disease. Even Pakistan and India are in the grip of the worst dengue
outbreak.This situation has put medical services under strain all over the world. Hospitals are
overwhelmed with thousands of people with symptoms like high fever, vomiting and joint pain. But
unfortunately, there is no dedicated treatment for dengue virus.

Dengue victims are asked to take rest, drink plenty of fluids and take medication to reduce fever.
The World Health Organization (WHO) indicated that 50 million new cases of dengue fever occur
each year but even the number could be four times higher due to under reporting.

In Myanmar, 36,000 cases of dengue fever were recorded from January to September this year. It
was 200 percent more than in the same period last year. This indicates that dengue is one of
world’s fastest tropical diseases. There is a dire need for a long-term strategy to be derived at
regional/international level to fight the potentially lethal disease.

Islamabad: In continuation of relief efforts for the affectees of earthquake in October, National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has provided a total of 1,875 tents to Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) including 1,409 tents to
Malakand Division in KPK. The tents provided to Malakand Division were further distributed among
earthquake affected districts as per requirements i.e. 76 tents distributed in District Chitral, 581 in
District Shangla, 49 in District Buner, 196 in District Swat, 129 in Lower Dir and 378 in Upper Dir.
While a total of 70 tents were also handed over to local Administration of Bajaur in Fata at Saidu
Sharif in Malakand Division today.According to official spokes person in addition a total of 396
tents were also handed over to Hazara Division Administration in KPK, by NDMA teams today.
The distribution includes 16 tents for District Torghar and 380 tents for District Dassu.On the
occasion, Malakand Division Commissioner thanked NDMA for the support and assistance
extended for the early recovery of the destroyed schools to facilitate the students in continuing
their studies till complete rehabilitation of the school buildings.

It is to be noted that the earthquake not only caused damages to houses and other infrastructure
but also fully damaged 251 schools in various earthquake hit areas of Khyber-Pakhtunkwa and
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).

KARACHI: Despite gigantic efforts made for the eradication of virus of poliomyelitis, two new
cases have surfaced in Karachi. With these two cases, the number of polio positive cases in
Karachi has reached 6 while 11 in Sindh. A polio case surfaced in Quetta.

The emergence of these two new cases of polio is reported from Baldia Town Union Council No. 1
and 4. This locality is dominated by settlers from Khyber Pakhtoonkhawa and federally
administered tribal areas. The previous cases that emerged in the province also belonged to
families that had settled in Karachi and other parts of Sindh from other provinces. These localities
are also dominated with extremist gangs that not only force people to stay away from volunteers,
who visit their areas for administering drops of anti-polio vaccine. In these localities, volunteers
were also targeted and killed due to which extra security measures have cost the provincial
exchequer a lot while on various occasions, police have also declined to accompany the
volunteers for their personal security due to which the anti-polio campaigns were suspended.

On the other hand, Sindh health minister Mehtab Hussain Dahar has expressed his deep concerns
over increasing number of patients of AIDS and hepatitis in the province and directed the Program
Managers of AIDS and Hepatitis Control Programs to expedite immunization process against
these fatal diseases.This he said while presiding over a meeting Thursday. Dr Younus Chachar
Program Manager AIDS Control and Dr Abdul Khaliq Shaikh Program Manager Hepatitis Control
also attended the meeting.He directed them to launch a massive drive against these diseases and
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create awareness at grass root level. Unless we do hard work we could not achieve our
goal.Program Manager AIDS told the meeting that so far 8, 872 cases of HIV positive and 235
cases of AIDs had been reported officially but it was feared that number of cases might be up to 40
thousands.The Minister urged them to establish Prevention and Care Centres in all districts of the
province and in most affected areas at Tehsil level as well to zero tolerance against these
diseases. Jam Mehtab Hussain urged the education ministry to include awareness lessons on
diseases like AIDS, hepatitis, dengue in curriculum to create awareness among students. Manager
Hepatitis Control Programme Dr. Khaliq Shaikh informed the meeting that till October 15, 214, 966
hepatitis diagnosed patients had been registered, out of which 169, 739 were provided treatment
while 778, 9445 people were vaccinated against hepatitis.Meanwhile, another polio case surfaced
in Quetta on Thursday after which tally has mounted to five.

Coordinator Emergency Centre, Dr. Saif-ur-Rehman said a two-year-old child hailing from Eastern
Bypass area of Quetta was found affected with polio virus after which number of polio cases
detected in the district during the ongoing year has climbed to five.

He said that parents of the affected child had refused to vaccinate him during the anti-polio
immunization polio held across the district during recent months.

ABBOTTABAD: Several members of the district council on Thursday criticised what they called
mismanagement and slow work by the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority
(ERRA) on under-construction schools.

Addressing the district forum of Awaz, an awareness and accountability programme sponsored by
the UK Department for International Development, members of Abbottabad district council
Tehmina Faheem and Babu Muhammad Khushal claimed that a number of schools in the district
could not be reconstructed by ERRA due to financial constraints or other problems even 10 years
after the 2005 earthquake.Tehmina, who is also district president of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
women wing, said students had been suffering as the buildings of their schools had been
demolished before award of new contracts.

Babu Muhammad Khushal pointed out that the building of Government Primary School Zaro Gali
was demolished in 2008 by ERRA for reconstruction, but it could not be completed so far, affecting
120 students who have been studying in a local mosque.Similarly, he said the Government
Primary School Bagari, Primary School Rata and Primary School Kohar were damaged in the
earthquake of October 26, 2015 and students there need alternate arrangements.

A basic health unit, he pointed out, had no drinking water, nor is there any permanent post of a
doctor. Most of the girls’ schools have only one teacher, who cannot teach all students. He said
the dispensary’s building in Likhala village is in a dilapidated condition where shortage of staff and
medicines were routine problems.

He also said there was no maternity home in the area. Sajid Saeed and Bushra Waheed, woman
councillors from Bagnoter Union Council, said that girls’ high school building, which was damaged
in the 2005 earthquake, had not been completed yet and students were studying in the open.
Similarly, they said girls and boys have been studying in tents since their separate high schools in
Seri area were damaged in the 2005 earthquake.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is one of the most vulnerable countries in the world to face disasters like
earthquakes and floods due to climate change.United Nations Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Pakistan, Neil Buhne, and the head of the
Agha Khan Foundation in Pakistan, Akhtar Igbal gave these remarks during thier visit to Chitral
district on Friday.

Both types of disasters affected Chitral recently, the July flash floods, and the October earthquake
that affected many parts of KhyberPakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan.The main purpose of this visit
was to understand the effects of floods and the earthquake on the people and development,
besides to assess the needs for reconstruction efforts. Neil Buhne said, “Pakistan’s vulnerability to
both natural hazards and climate change has the potential to damage and delay development in
the country.

This visit today highlights the importance of government efforts to provide relief to the vulnerable
people, and also the significance of quickly following up with comprehensive reconstruction carried
out in collaboration with the local communities, the press release stated.Akhtar Igbal said, “A
stronger humanitarian-development link can help better assess the situation as well as the details
for the extent of damages and how the local communities can be made more resilient to future
catastrophes.Together with the government and other stakeholders, we can help build stronger
capacities to plan for, and respond to disasters. Shared commitment through engagement with key
stakeholders can help prevent disaster-related humanitarian crises and protect development
gains.”

Assistance (FOCUS) Nusrat Nasab. The mission met and interacted with the communities and the
local government authority in Chitral. The analysis following this visit will contribute to the overall
assessment prepared by the Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that will be further discussed at
a workshop with international development partners on December 10.

This refers to the news report, ‘How dengue outbreak was tackled in Swat’ (November 29). It is
indeed an achievement that Dr Haider, the technical focal person for the campaign, DCO
Mahmood Aslam Wazir, the NGOs and female health workers can be proud of.

It was indeed wonderful to read that “The use of chemical/fogging was avoided to a great extent
and majority of the larva was destroyed through mechanical larvicidal activity as per advice of the
doctors”. Minister of National Health Services Regulation and Coordination Saira Afzal Tarrar and
KP Health Minister Shahram Tarakai need to take note and ensure that the same methodology is
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followed in other vulnerable areas of the country.

PESHAWAR: Teachers from seminaries and schools were trained on how to respond to
emergency situations in a two-day workshop held at University Town. The workshop concluded
Wednesday.

Around 27 female teachers from various seminaries and state-run schools attended the workshop.
Peace Education and Development (PEAD) Foundation organised the workshop in collaboration
with UNICEF under its ongoing Social Cohesion and Resilience (SCR) program.“Most casualties in
natural disasters have been reported to occur in schools and seminaries. Therefore, a safety
training there is indispensible,” PEAD Program Manager Tariq Hayat said during the session. He
said to build an understanding of safety and resilience, spreading awareness and increasing the
knowledge of teachers and ulema in the field is vital.“It is imperative for them [teachers] to learn
about new methods to create a safe learning and teaching environment,” Tariq said. He added it
was the collective responsibility of all institutions to raise awareness among students regarding
disaster risk management. “This will help minimise the risks and damage caused in disaster
situations.”"PEAD coordinators Faisal Jalil and Fauzia Khan said the main aim of the workshop was
to equip teachers with knowledge to keep students safe during an emergency, and take
appropriate steps to minimise all possible risks and hazards.

At the end of the workshop, first aid boxes, fire extinguishers, DRR kits and other relevant
equipment was provided to participating institutions.

One of the teachers said she appreciated the fact that teachers from both schools and seminaries
participated in the workshop. I also think the government should hold similar workshops so we
can learn new ways to keep the school environment safe,” she added.

Islamabad: Pakistan is among 11 disaster prone countries and continuous war on terror, poverty
and vulnerability to disasters like earthquakes and floods has hampered the persistent efforts to
protect vulnerable population, including women and girls, against these calamities.The health
needs of women and adolescents are too often neglected in humanitarian response to natural
disasters and conflicts around the world, including Pakistan, says UNFPA report, The State of
World Population 2015 on “SHELTER FROM THE STORM”-a transformative agenda for women
and girls in a crisis-prone world - launched yesterday.The other countries most at risk of disaster-
induced poverty are Bangladesh, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar,
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda, says the report.

Quoting UN office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the report says about 5.3
million people displaced within the country mainly from Khyber Agency, Mohamnad Orakzai,
Bajaur, South Waziristan Agencies FATA etc. due to complex emergency. And an estimated 39.7
million people affected in Pakistan from 2010 to 2015 starting from devastating flood and natural
disasters. The report highlighted that the urban population growth has become increasingly
concentrated in developing countries, where 1.2 million people are migrating to cities every week.
The urbanisation in Pakistan is also increasingly and this along with population growth affecting
the resource planning. “The business-as-usual approach to humanitarian assistance will leave too
many behind at a time when needs are so great,” UNFPA Executive Director Dr Osotimehin said.
“We need to do a much better job of helping the most vulnerable, especially adolescent girls. But
we must also do a much better job of investing in a more stable world, capable of withstanding the
storms ahead. For the pregnant woman who is about to deliver, or the adolescent girl who survived
sexual violence, life-saving services are as vital as water, food and shelter,” said Dr Osotimehin in
the report. “About 100 million people in need of humanitarian assistance around the world today,
about 26 million are women and adolescent girls in their childbearing years. Sexual and
reproductive health services critical to the health and survival of women and adolescents are
scarcest at the time they are needed the most. Three fifths of maternal deaths today occur in
countries that are considered fragile because of conflict or disaster. Pregnancy and childbirth
related complications kill 507 women every day in these settings,” shared the findings of the report
by Sarah Masale, UNFPA Acting Representative.

About three fifths of maternal deaths around the world take place in humanitarian and fragile
contexts, said Saira Afzal Tarar, Minister of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination
at the launching ceremony. “When crises occur, women and girls are disproportionately affected,
and are less likely to be prepared or empowered to cope. While significant progress has been
made globally in the past decade to provide services to women and girls in humanitarian
situations, there are still gaps in action and in funding,” she said. She said the federal and
provincial governments are closely working in collaboration with all stakeholders to explore and
strengthen the mechanisms for humanitarian relief operations in the country.,” said the minister.
There are present opportunities for a more coordinated approach to be adopted for to address the
life-saving needs of vulnerable and affected communities in the instance of any disaster,
particularly so given the scarcity of resources,” she said.The State of World Population report calls
for better shelter to help women and adolescent girls dying during pregnancies in disasters and
conflicts.

It also calls to provide them with critical basic services like maternal
necessary to save women’s lives and enable adolescents to make.

health and contraception

The Sindh Health Department on Thursday expressed deep concern over the increasing number
of AIDs and Hepatitis patients in the province, and directed the AIDs and Hepatitis Control
Programmes managers to expedite immunisation process against the fatal diseases.Health
Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, presiding over a meeting at his office, directed AlDs Control
Programme Manager Dr Younus Chachar and Hepatitis Control Programme Manager Dr Abdul
Khaliq Shaikh to launch a rigorous drive against the two diseases and create awareness at the
grass-root level.The meeting was briefed by AIDs Programme Manager Chachar that so far 8,872
cases of HIV positive and 235 cases of AIDs had been reported officially but the number of cases
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might soar to 40,000.At this, the minister urged upon the meeting to observe zero tolerance
against the diseases and establish prevention and care centres in all districts across the province.

Dahar urged the Education Ministry to include awareness lessons on diseases like AlDs, Hepatitis
and Dengue in the curriculum to create awareness among the students.Hepatitis Control
Programme Manager Dr Khalig Shaikh informed the meeting that till October 15, some 2,14,966
hepatitis diagnosed patients had been registered, out of which 1,69,739 were provided treatment
while 77,89,445 people were vaccinated against the hepatitis.

PESHAWAR: (Dunya News) — Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) leader, and Opposition Leader in
National Assembly, Syed Khurshid Shah has finally taken relief goods for the earthquake victims to
Peshawar after realizing the need for same after some month and a half, reported Dunya
News.According to details, Khurshid Shah brought the relief goods to Peshawar for the earthquake
victims after some month and half of the occurrence of the tragedy. But when asked about the
reason for delay, Shah got angry. Instead of enlightening the people about the reason for the
delay, Khurshid Shah advised the media to adopt positive thinking.

The opposition leader said that he is pained to see the conditions of the people living in Chitral,
Dir, Shangla, Swat and Buner. He told that he has written letters to Prime Minister and the Chief
Minister of the province in this regard. He said that 50,000 blankets and 3 generators of 250
kilowatts are a gift for the quake victims, not some favour given to them.Khurshid Shah was
accompanied by Senator Robina Khalid, MNA Nafeesa Shah, Khanzada Khan and Zahir Shah on
this occasion. The relief goods were handed over by the PPP Sindh to Pakistan Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)

ISLAMABAD: National Highways and Motorways Police (NH&MP) has urged the motorists to
drive carefully on the motorway observing road safety rules and avoid unnecessary travel on
motorways during foggy weather conditions. The motorists should avoid applying sudden brakes
and use fog lights during traveling, said an official of the NH&MP on Wednesday. He said that the
road users should either call NH&MP help line 130 or help centres on all toll plazas to get
information about the weather prediction before planning their journey. He said that the NH&MP
has taken numerous safety measures to make safe traveling for the road users to avoid accidents.
He said that special fog information centres have been setup and LED screens are being installed
on all toll plazas at the start of foggy area to provide instant information regarding fog to road
users. He said that heavy vehicles (HTV) and Public transport vehicles (PSV) should install fog
lights when entering the motorways and national highways. He informed that to avoid accidents
during the heavy fog motorways are closed for traffic but the closure would be made for minimum
interval and time to time information would be conveyed immediately through media. He said that
motorists should avoid travelling during dense fog and only travel in case of emergency. The
official said that motorway police, in collaboration with radio Pakistan, has introduced a new facility
for the benefit of road users.

PESHAWAR: As many as 43 stalls were on display during the Seventh National Disaster
Management Exhibition held at University of Peshawar on Wednesday.The two-day fair was
organised by the Centre for Disaster Preparedness and Management in collaboration with ACF
International (Action Against Hunger) on the lawns of the Sheikh Muhammad Taimur Academic
Block.

UoP Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Muhammad Rasul Jan inaugurated the exhibition. He was
accompanied by ACF Country Manager Stephen Andrew Tailor and Life and Environmental
Sciences Dean Professor Dr Amir Nawaz Khan.The VC was briefed by representatives of various
NGOs working on disaster management. Addressing the ceremony, Jan said Pakistan was prone
to natural and manmade disasters. He added it was imperative to equip trained disaster
management professionals to ensure damage limitation.He said many organisations from the
government and private sector were established to manage calamities after the devastating
Kashmir earthquake in 2005. However, the lack of trained and skilled professionals meant ideal
results could not be achieved.

UoP therefore established the Centre for Disaster Preparedness and Management in 2009 to
supply an adequate number of trained professionals to work in these organisations, the VC
said.Jan said the university was working towards “education for peace” and will make every effort
to achieve it. He appreciated the participation of the scores of national and foreign delegates in the
exhibition. He said the occasion would provide a networking opportunity for them to liaison and
benefit from each other's experience.Professor Dr Amir Nawaz Khan said the centre was
supplying 100 professionals to the field of disaster management every year.

As many as 150 schools and 70 colleges and varsities of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa were participating
as visitors in the two-day exhibition. Addressing the ceremony, Jan said Pakistan was prone to
natural and manmade disasters. He added it was imperative to equip trained disaster management
professionals to ensure damage limitation.He said many organisations from the government and
private sector were established to manage calamities after the devastating Kashmir earthquake in
2005. However, the lack of trained and skilled professionals meant ideal results could not be
achieved.UoP therefore established the Centre for Disaster Preparedness and Management in
2009 to supply an adequate number of trained professionals to work in these organisations, the
VC said.Jan said the university was working towards “education for peace” and will make every
effort to achieve it. He appreciated the participation of the scores of national and foreign delegates
in the exhibition. He said the occasion would provide a networking opportunity for them to liaison
and benefit from each other’s experience.Professor Dr Amir Nawaz Khan said the centre was
supplying 100 professionals to the field of disaster management every year.As many as 150
schools and 70 colleges and varsities of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa were participating as visitors in the
two-day exhibition.
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Few factoids about Each year during this season Dengue emerges as a huge problem and engulfs the whole country.
Dengue you should know Here are a few factoids regarding the disease, its occurrence and prevention.

NN RN TN DIl VAR EB  Dengue is a mosquito borne viral disease. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the
incidence of dengue has risen 30 fold in the past 50 years. It is estimated that globally there will be
50-100 million dengue cases annually in the coming decade.Dengue is caused by the bite of an
infected mosquito called Aedes egypti, a day biter and fresh water breeder.This mosquito breeds
in water collections in ornamental pots in houses, indoor money plant containers, open water
storage tanks, overhead tanks, which are not fully covered, ongoing construction sites, broken
pots, discarded cups etc.

Prevention

Personal level: Do not wear short sleeves and shorts during the monsoon. Use mosquito repellent
creams or nets at home. Ensure there is no source of mosquito breeding in and around your home
or workplace.Community level: Don'’t let water stagnate in containers, coolers, tires and broken
pots etc. A half broken tender coconut randomly discarded is also a very good breeding ground.

When Diagnosed with Dengue

Do not take it lightly, follow the doctor’s advice
Take medicines only prescribed by a doctor
Drink plenty of fluids

Take complete rest

In case you are vomiting, have dizziness, are sick, get hospitalized. In some cases blood
transfusions may be needed.

Prevention is the best way to be safe. And if you are infected, relax, and see a doctor. Only less
than 1 percent of cases have complications, if proper care is given.

Dengue becomes all Dengue fever has become a year-round disease in Karachi with Dengue cases being reported in

season disease in the city even when the weather has already turned cold.At least 125 more dengue fever cases

Karachi. 121 more cases have been reported across the Sindh province in a week, out of which 121 were detected from
’

s Karachi city.
surface in a week o _ _ , )
Pakistantoday, November30, 2015 New cases surfacing in the winter season is a troublesome development for Karachiites and points

to negligence of concerned authorities.As per weekly report issued by Dengue Prevention and
Control Program Sindh, a total 3,414 dengue fever cases were reported from Sindh since January
1 this year; out of these 3,333 were detected from Karachi city. Ten people have died from dengue
fever in the city this year so far.From November 23 to 29, 125 new dengue fever cases emerged
across the province, out of which 121 were reported from Karachi, three from Hyderabad and one
from Badin.

The report further stated that of the total 3,414 dengue fever reported cases, 3,333 were reported
from Karachi, 34 from Hyderabad, nine from Larkana, eight from Mirpurkhas, seven from Umerkot,
five from Jamshoro, four from Shaheed Benazirabad, three each from Thatta, Sukkur and Ghotki,
two from Sanghar and one each from Shikarpur, Badin and Jacobabad.

Torghar areas ignored in “l am worried about the coming harsh winter when heavy snowfall occurs creating severe chill as
(oJo 15 o (LGN G R AL My family is still living in a tent,” said Gul Zamin, a resident of remote and backward Sura Asharay
ExpressTribune, November29, 2015 village in Torghar whose house was destroyed in the Oct 26 earthquake this year.

Six people were killed in this small village when the powerful earthquake hit parts of the country.Mr
Zamin’s family is not alone going through such an ordeal in his village, but 150 other families are
also living in similar conditions and seeking compensation to rebuild their houses before the arrival
of harsh winter which usually begins in late December or early January every year. He told Dawn
that most of the affected families were still living in danger in cracked mud houses as the
authorities didn’t consider them eligible for relief and damage compensation.

“We are still without any medical facilities as no medical camp has been established so far in our
village. One can only reach here on foot after covering a difficult, unfrequented route of eight
kilometres,” says Mohammad Imran, a resident of Nusratkhel Kando village, which was badly hit
by the earthquake.The tragedy claimed lives of as many as 16 people, most of them children, and
left hundreds of houses completely or partially damaged in the district.

“If people eligible for compensation are not provided relief they might go for holding
demonstrations to raise voice against this injustice and this has started happening in our district,”
he said.Though the district administration has established a tent village in Sura Asharay, only
those families whose houses were destroyed are being accommodated there. Other affected
people whose houses developed serious cracks or were partially damaged in the earthquake are
still living in such houses putting their lives in a danger owing to unavailability of tents and
resources.

“Our village has over 150 mud houses and the residents whose houses were destroyed are
provided with 24 tents, but all other families are still living in partially damaged houses,” said Moin
Khan who house developed serious cracks as a result of the earthquake.He said that almost all
houses in their village were destroyed extensively or partially, but compensation cheques were
given only to 38 families, five for complete destruction and 33 for partial damage.“Our village is still
being jolted by aftershocks and severe winter is round the corner, but names of 110 families
whose houses are damaged partially or are not fit for use have not been included in the
compensation list,” said Mr Moin. He said that the government should provide all residents of the
village with prefabricated houses and pay them compensation money as early as possible so they
could reconstruct their houses to protect themselves from the harsh winter.
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Torghar, which remained a tribal belt of Mansehra district before getting the status of a settled
district in 2012, is still under the influence of jirga system and elders of four main tribes of
Nusratkhel, Bassikhel, Hassanzai and Akazai are unanimous that a much higher number of
houses were destroyed in the tragedy compared to the figures issued by the government. They
claimed that over 90 per cent population in the district were living in mud houses.“We are still
without any medical facilities as no medical camp is established in our village. One can only reach
here on foot after covering a difficult, unfrequented route of eight kilometres,” said Mohammad
Imran, a resident of Nusratkhel Kando village, which was badly hit by the earthquake.

He said that the people of his village were still facing a danger as the mud houses they were living
in had developed big cracks and the district administration had not provided tents and relief items
to all the villagers.“The people of my village are also part of protests being held regularly at Judbah
and other parts of the district seeking compensation of houses. The government should pay them
compensation before the start of harsh winter so that they could reconstruct houses,” he
said.According to official sources, Torghar still lacks road and other infrastructure needed even to
run a small town.Mohammad Zahid, who lost election for the district councillor seat on PTI ticket
from Judbah, the district headquarters of Torghar, said that the independent councillor who joined
his party and was made district nazim had also failed to deliver.

“When a district nazim of a ruling party can’t raise voice for the rights of people, no one else would
come to our rescue at such a critical time,” he said. He said that owing to poverty 90 per cent of
houses were made of mud and stones in the district and most of them were either destroyed or
they developed dangerous cracks in the earthquake. He said that people continue to live in such
houses, but the district administration was not including them in the damage compensation
list.“The district nazim should step down from his position or ensure inclusion of such people in the
list for compensation,” said Mr Zahid.

He said that aftershocks were still being felt in the district and it could cause a big tragedy if
houses that developed serious cracks were not reconstructed.Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazal, which
is the main coalition partner in the PTIl-led district government, also seems annoyed with the
provincial government over non-inclusion of Torghar in the list of districts needing emergency
relief.“The provincial government has included Swat, Shangla, Dir and Chitral in the emergency
relief districts in the province, but ignored Torghar which is an injustice with the people of this hard-
hit district,” said Safiullah Khattak, the information secretary of JUI-F Torghar.JUI-F lawmaker from
Torghar, Zarin Gul, has also demanded a fresh survey of the damaged houses in the district.
Speaking in the provincial assembly, he had demanded that camp offices of the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority should be established in the affected districts to speed up post-earthquake
activities.

According to deputy commissioner, Torghar, Matloobur Rehman the housing compensation had
been paid to 563 affected families, while survey of another 663 houses was also completed. He
claimed that Rs80 million had so far been paid to the affected families in the district. “I have no
objection to a fresh survey if PDMA gives us a go-ahead,” said Mr Rehman.

National
Journalists
Forum

¢



(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLET

12

SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES
‘Same prayer timings to

ensure sectarian harmony’
Daily Dawn, December 6, 2015

Three suspected militants

killed in Quetta
Daily Dawn, December 5, 2015

FIA registers Imran Farooq
murder case against Altaf

Hussain
The News, December 5, 2015

Sipah tribe agrees to hand

over wanted militants
The Express Tribune, Decembe 4,
2015

Warrants for absconders
in Safoora bus carnage

case issued
Daily Dawn, December 4 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

DETAILS

MANSEHRA: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs Sardar Mohammad Yousuf has said that his
ministry is making all out efforts to introduce same prayer timings in the country after doing so in
the federal capital. “| am glad to attend such an august gathering which is solely focused on
bringing ulema and scholars of all schools of thought together on the matter of observing unified
prayer timings in the district,” Mr Yousuf said while speaking at the Khatam-i-Nabuwwat
conference held at the press club hall here on Saturday. The ulema from different schools of
thought agreed to constitute a committee to decide same prayer timings in Mansehra district. The
minister said that the measure would ensure sectarian harmony, adding that the committee having
representation of all schools of thought would soon meet and finalise a mechanism in that regard.

PARENTS DAY: The students of Sky International School and College paid tribute to the Army
Public School (APS) attack victims through melodramas and skits presented at the parents day
function of the institution here on Saturday. “The terrorist attack on APS, Peshawar, had awakened
the nation and brought the government, politician and society on the same page to get rid of
terrorism. This resolve is also exhibited by students through an outstanding way,” said additional
deputy commissioner Shahrukh Khan while speaking at the function. College principal Muddassar
Shah also spoke on the occasion. The students through their skits and melodramas highlighted the
issue of militancy being faced by the nation. The entire function was themed to pay homage to the
APS attack victims. Speaking on the occasion, principal Muddassar Shah said that the college
administration had postponed the parents day function last year after the terrorist attack on the
APS, Peshawar. He said that the college was established with a mission to provide modern
educational facilities to students in the region.

QUETTA: Three suspected militants were killed during an exchange of fire with security forces in
Quetta's Sariab road area on Saturday night. Security forces conducted a raid in Sariab road area
to apprehend the accused during an intelligence based operation. The miscreants belonged to a
banned militants outfit involved in targeted killings and explosions in Quetta, Frontier Corps
spokesman said. “A cache of weapons was also recovered during the operation,” he added. In
another incident, a small portion of railway track was damaged in a blast near Sariab road area.
Police sources said unidentified militants planted an improvised explosives device near a railway
track, however, there was no loss of life due to the blast. Police and FC personnel reached the
blast site as investigation into the incident went underway. There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the blast. Moreover, some suspected militants involved in targeted killings and
kidnappings were also arrested during the search operation around Sariab road.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has registered Dr Imran Farooq murder case
against Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) Chief Altaf Hussain in Pakistan. Muhammad Anwar,
Iftikhar Hussain and Moazzam Ali Khan, Khalid Shamim, Kashif Khan, Kamran and Syed Mohsin
Ali have also been nominated in the case. The case was registered by Counter Terrorism Cell of
the FIA. The anti-terrorism clauses have also been included. The case has been registered by the
Government of Pakistan under Section 302 (premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC) and Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).

JAMRUD: Sipah tribesmen from Bara tehsil in Khyber Agency on Thursday agreed to hand over
‘wanted’ clan members after hammering out a deal with the political administration. Elders and
maliks from the Sipah and other tribes of Bara met with the political administration in Peshawar on
Thursday. Following the jirga, the elders announced they will not allow terrorists to use their lands
and will back the government in the fight against terrorism. Lashkar-e-Islam chief Mangal Bagh
also hails from the Sipah tribe. An 80-member ‘peace’ militia will be raised. If a criminal involved in
kidnapping or murder should return, they would be fined between Rs1 million and Rs3 million while
their houses will also be demolished according to tribal customs. Further, they pledged that all
wanted tribesmen will be handed over by December 25.

KARACHI: An antiterrorism court issued on Thursday non-bailable warrants for the arrest of 11
absconders, including an arms dealer, in the Safoora Goth bus carnage case. Tahir Hussain
Minhas, alias Sain; Saad Aziz, alias Tin Tin and Asad-ur-Rehman, alias Malik, have been
chargesheeted for their direct involvement in the case and Hafiz Nasir, alias Yasir and Mohammad
Azhar Ishrat, alias Majid, were named for allegedly providing accommodation, funds and
reconnaissance to the main suspects while Fishermen Cooperative Society vice-chairman Sultan
Qamar Siddiqui, his brother Hussain Umar Siddiqui and Sajid Naeem were nominated for allegedly
providing weapons to the assailants. The police had submitted a final investigation report on Nov
23 in which all the eight detained suspects were chargesheeted while Zahid Motiwala, owner of an
arms shop in Defence Housing Authority, Hafiz Mohammad Umer, alias Jawad; Ali Rehman, alias
Toona; Tayyab; Mehmood; Abdullah Mansoor; Mistari Pathan; Dawood; Abdullah Bin Yousuf, alias
Abdul Aziz, and two unidentified Pakhtun origin men were shown as absconders. Initially, the court
had declined to admit the final report since it was submitted without the scrutiny of the prosecutor
as two special public prosecutors had dissociated themselves from the case and the court was
informed that their resignations were still pending. Later, the regular prosecutor of the ATC-VI
scrutinised the report and submitted it in court after the authorities concerned directed him to plead
the case. On Thursday, the ATC-VI issued non-bailable warrants against the absconding accused
and directed the police to arrest them and produce till Dec 8. Around 45 Shia Ismaili community
members, including 18 women, were killed and eight others sustained wounds in an armed attack
on their bus near Safoora Goth on May 13.
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Man sentenced to 28 years in illegal arms cases

An antiterrorism court sentenced on Thursday a convict to a collective sentence of 28 years in
explosive material and illicit weapon cases. Shan Ahmed, alias Shani, was found guilty of carrying
an unlicensed pistol and a hand grenade on Manghopir Road in January last year. The ATC-V
judge, Mohammad Javed Alam, handed down 14 years imprisonment in each case and also
imposed a fine of Rs30,000. In case of non-payment, the convict would undergo an additional
three-month imprisonment. However, both sentences would run concurrently.

Two remanded

An anticorruption court remanded on Thursday two employees of a government hospital in the
custody of anti-corruption police in a graft case till Dec 7. The investigating officer produced in
court Khursheed Habib and Ghulam Akbar, storekeepers of the Lyari General Hospital, following
their arrest on the allegations of misappropriation of drugs and keeping outdated medicine.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defence Production Rana Tanveer Hussain has said the
government was committed to enhancing defence production in the country and export surplus
quantity to help them meet their needs. He said this while addressing a two-day seminar on Public-
Private Partnership in defence production and export on Wednesday. He added that the purpose of
the seminar was to provide a platform for entrepreneurs, financial experts, engineers, policymakers
and academics to share views and make recommendations for developing a draft policy framework
for promoting public private partnership in the defence industry and export of Pakistani equipment.
He also commended the Defence Export Promotion Organization (DEPO) and Center for
International Strategic Studies (CISS), Islamabad, for organising the first national level seminar on
the subject. “The seminar was organised on the direction of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and it
was his vision to re-structure the whole domain of defence productions by enhancing public-private
partnership,” said Hussain.

“It is very satisfying to note that representatives from private and public defence industry, research
organisations, universities and government departments are participating in the seminar,” said the
minister, adding that the recommendations will be compiled in the seminar report before a defence
production and export policy is developed. “The seminar will keep in view the long term defence
needs of Pakistan as well as needs of the states to which we would like to export our defence
equipment. A comprehensive defence production and export policy framework will hopefully help
enhance indigenous defence equipment’s production and export,” the minister remarked.

WANA: The Ahmadzai Wazir tribe has imposed a ban on sheltering Punjabi, Mehsud and
Gandhapur militants and have asked them to leave the area within three days. This decision was
announced at a jirga attended by thousands of Ahmadzai Wazir tribesmen in Wana, South
Waziristan on Wednesday. The jirga was addressed by elders from nine clans. Prominent among
them were Malik Noor Ali Khan, Sultan Mohammad, Maulana Mirza Jan and Malik Bismillah Khan.
Majority of the tribal elders observed the presence of Punjabi, Gandhapur and Mehsud Taliban
was the root cause of violence in Wana. A number of tribal elders shared information with each
other about militants’ activities.

Exiled

The elders later announced a complete ban on the presence and shelter of these militants.
Besides telling these militants to leave the region within three days, the jirga warned tribesmen to
abide by the decision or face the prospect of exile and having their homes demolished. The elders
asked all nine clans to prepare lists with the names of their youth to form a lashkar. This defence
committee will take action against militants and those Ahmadzai Wazir tribesmen found sheltering
such elements. The tribesmen took a similar decision against militants associated with the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan headed by Tahir Yuldeshiv in March 2007. As a result, all Uzbek militants
switched to Mehsud-tribe dominated areas in South Waziristan. Tahir was later killed in a US drone
attack in North Waziristan. After the expulsion of Uzbek militants from Wana in March 2007, the
Ahmadzai Wazir tribesmen established a peace jirga with government loyalist Commander Mullah
Nazir as its head. However, Nazir was also killed in a US drone attack in early 2013. After the
death of Mullah Nazir, militants managed to reestablish a foothold in the region.

GHALANAI: The security forces defused two improvised explosive devices (IEDs) planted by
unknown miscreants in Safi tehsil of Mohmand Agency on Wednesday. Officials told Dawn that
local people informed the security forces after detecting the IEDs in Sheikh Baba Gulono area of
Safi tehsil. The security personnel reached the spot, cordoned off the area and called the bomb
disposal squad from the FC camp. Later, the IEDs were defused safely. The troops also launched
a search operation in the area to track down those involved in planting of the explosive devices.

TEACHERS PROTEST: Teachers of government schools in Mohmand Agency boycotted classes
to demand upgradation of their posts. Teachers in Ghalanai said that they had started the boycott
to press the authorities for acceptance of their demand. They said that if their demand was not
fulfilled, they would hold a demonstration outside the Governor's House in Peshawar. They also
announced to continue the protest till acceptance of their demand.

KARACHI: In a major move aimed at curbing terrorist attacks on security personnel in Karachi, the
Sindh government has decided to set up 30 additional anti-terrorism courts (ATCs) besides
inducting 8,000 policemen and 20 prosecutors. This was decided in the meeting of Sindh Apex
Committee under the chair of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah at the Chief Minister’s
House on Wednesday. “Important decisions have been taken in today’s meeting, which will soon
be implemented,” Information Adviser to Sindh chief minister, Maula Bux Chandio, told media
during a press briefing. Chandio expressed the government’s resolve to chase down terrorists who,
he said, escape to rural Sindh after carrying out terror activities in Karachi. “We have decided to
intensify the continuing Karachi operation against terrorists,” Chandio said, adding measures will
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be taken to improve the situation of jails in the city.

According to sources, Tuesday'’s killings of two Military Police personnel dominated a major part of
the meeting, and the leadership was briefed by DG Rangers Major General Bilal Akbar about the
killings and actions being taken for arrest of the perpetrators. Unidentified gunmen riding a
motorcycle had opened fire on a Military Police vehicle, killing two personnel near Karachi’s Tibet
Centre. The apex committee meeting also reviewed implementation of the National Action Plan
(NAP) besides discussing the overall law and order situation of the province. “It is our duty to
implement NAP in the province,” the chief minister reportedly told participants of the apex
committee meeting. Sindh Governor Dr Ishtarul Ebad, Corps Commander Karachi Lt-General
Naveed Mukhtar, DG Rangers, Sindh Home Minister Sohail Anwar Siyal and IG Sindh, among
others, attended the meeting.

FAISALABAD: The Anti-Terrorism Court handed down six-year imprisonment each to two
members of the banned Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) on charges of distributing hate material at
a stall in Chenab Nagar last month. On Oct 30, police had booked Muhammad Aamir and Ramzan
Shakir on charges of setting up a stall where they had raised the flags of the banned SSP and
distributed CDs of speeches of Malik Ishaq, Azam Tarig and others. The stall was set up in
connection with a Khatm-i-Nabuwat Conference. Judge Pervez Akthar awarded three-year
imprisonment with a fine of Rs100,000 to both the convicts under two sections of the Anti-
Terrorism Act.

PESHAWAR: Four militants involved in the Army Public School attack in December last year, were
hanged on Wednesday in Kohat. The hanging comes two days after Army chief General Raheel
Sharif signed black warrants of Maulvi Abdus Salam, Hazrat Ali, Mujeebur Rehman and Sabeel
alias Yahya nearly a year after the horrific massacre. This was the first such sentence endorsed by
the army chief after an order of the Supreme Court on August 2015 which gave legal cover to the
establishment of military courts. The move came after President Mamnoon Hussain rejected
clemency appeals of the four convicts on receiving the premier’s advice for the same on November
20. Earlier, a military court sentenced all four terrorists to death after the government lifted the
moratorium on the penalties in the country under the National Action Plan.

QUETTA: Five militants were killed in an exchange of fire after security forces conducted a search
operation in Mashkay area of Awaran district in Balochistan on Tuesday. Security sources said
firing against militants of a banned outfit took place during an operation in Nok Jo area of the
district. Arms were also recovered from their possession. Militants identified as Akhtar Ali,
Darwesh, Umer and Abdul Rehman, had involvement in terrorist activities in the area, the sources
added. Earlier on November 25, three policemen were injured in an IED blast on Qambrani road
near Quetta’s Wazir Bagh. In the wake of rising targeted killing in Quetta, the government had
launched a crackdown against terrorists and their facilitators.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar on Tuesday announced extending the registration
date for international non-governmental organisations (INGOs) till January 1, saying 129 INGOs
could start working after a security clearance. “A meagre 19 INGOs working inside the country had
a proper security clearance while 129 applications were received till November 30, the deadline
earlier set for registration,” he said, while addressing a press conference in Islamabad. “All INGOs
working beyond the set date without a security clearance will have to leave the country,” added the
interior minister. Nisar deplored the attack on military police in Karachi, and vowed to “eliminate
terrorism from every nook and corner of the country.” Regarding Dr Imran Farooq’s murder case,
Nisar said the government had decided to register an FIR of the murder, reiterating those
perpetrating the attack will be brought to justice.

Pakistani agencies worked comprehensively with Scotland Yard to take the case to its logical end,
he maintained. The interior minister said as many as 234 suspects had been arrested in just 13
days in a crackdown against human traffickers. Of these, he highlighted, 48 were proclaimed
offenders, 17 absconders and four most wanted human traffickers. Nisar added that those failing to
get their arms licenses verified even after December 31 will have to face arrests, confiscation of
arms and being blacklisted to acquire any weapons in future. He said any Pakistanis convicted of a
crime will have their trial run in the respective country. “If a country intends to deport a convicted
Pakistani, then they will have to provide sufficient evidence.”

WEB DESK: Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry said on Monday that Pakistan attaches
highest significance to its nuclear safety and security. During his visit to Vienna, the foreign
secretary told the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Yukiya
Amano that Pakistan is fully meeting obligations in regards to its nuclear safety and security, Radio
Pakistan reported. Further, Chaudhry lauded the agency’s role in promoting peaceful uses of
nuclear technology through its Technical Cooperation Programme. The DG IAEA expressed his
satisfaction over implementation of the agency’s safeguard measures in the country while
appreciating the nuclear safety and security record of Pakistan. Earlier, during a meeting with
Secretary General Foreign Affairs of Austria, Dr Michael Linhart, the foreign secretary said that
Pakistan’s nuclear policy rests on the twin pillars of restraint and responsibility and is exclusively
geared towards maintaining strategic stability in South Asia. The foreign secretary further briefed
his Austrian counterpart on the notable gains achieved by the country during its counter-terrorism
campaign besides discussing matters of mutual interest, including migration, human rights, as well
as cooperation in multilateral fora. The two sides reportedly expressed satisfaction at the positive
trajectory of bilateral relations, emphasising the need for enhanced trade and investment.

KARACHI: Masked gunmen riding a motorcycle shot dead on Tuesday two military policemen in
Karachi. The victims’ jeep was stuck in traffic on the city’s main MA Jinnah Road when they came
under attack from behind, according to officials. “The assailants stopped their car and opened fire
on them near Tibet Centre in Karachi,” a police official told The Express Tribune. Witnesses said
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bike-riding militants took head-shots of the two military police personnel who were sitting inside
their vehicle. “One of them died on the spot whereas the other succumbed to his injuries at the
hospital,” DIG South Jamil Ahmed told AFP. "This is a very serious incident but we will track the
attackers down soon.” Bodies of the personnel, who were later identified as Lans Naik Rashid and
Havaldar Irshad, shifted to the PNS Shifa Hospital for post-mortem examination. Police and
Rangers cordoned off the crime scene and launched investigations to arrest the suspects.
Investigators are trying to obtain CCTV footage from the scene while at least three 9mm bullet
casings were recovered from the spot. Sindh Home Minister Sohail Anwar Sial took notice of the
incident and directed Inspector General of Police Sindh to submit an inquiry report of the incident.

Expressing deep sorrow over the death of two security personnel, the provincial home minister
prayed for their forgiveness. “Police have rounded up at least two suspects from the crime scene,”
the DIG South said, adding two terrorists opened fire on the vehicle of military police from its back.
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah called Karachi Corps Commander Lt-Gen Naveed
Mukhtar and inquired about the incident. The chief minister further called a meeting of Karachi
Apex Committee to oversee the overall security situation of the metropolis at the Chief Minister’'s
House on Wednesday. Meanwhile, Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif expressed his grief over
the incident in a message posted on the social media website, Facebook. Later in the day, officials
attended the funeral for fallen soldiers.

Terrorist attacks cannot undermine progress of Zarb e Azb: COAS

Meanwhile, Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif paid rich tribute to the slain military police
personnel, saying such terrorist acts could not shake their resolve to root out terrorism from the
soil. According to the ISPR, the army chief has instructed intelligence and security agencies to go
to any length to apprehend the perpetrators. Killing of military personnel was aimed to undermine
the progress of Operation Zarb-e-Azb, the COAS was quoted as saying.

Prime minister condemns attack

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif also condemned the attack, saying the government would not be
deterred by such cowardly terrorist attacks. According to APP, prime minister in a message from
London said that “peace and stability is the future of Karachi,” adding the martyred military men
sacrificed their lives for a peaceful and prosperous Pakistan.

QUETTA: Security forces arrested 10 suspected militants and recovered about 1,000 kilogrammes
of explosives during separate raids in Balochistan's Ziarat and Killa Saifullah districts on Monday.
Frontier Corps spokesman said security forces demolished four sanctuaries of terrorists during the
operation in Ziarat's Sanjavi area and arrested seven militants. About 1,000 kilogrammes of
explosive material hidden in a cave and four AK-47s were recovered during the intelligence-driven
raid. The militants had dumped the explosives and weapons to smuggle them to Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan to carry out subversive activities, the FC spokesman said. In another
operation, security forces arrested three militants allegedly linked with banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in Killa Saifullah district, the spokesman added. "The militants had targeted security
forces in various parts of Northern Balochistan," claimed the FC spokesman.

Balochistan is in the throes of the fifth and longest running insurgency since 1947. Triggered in
2005 by the rape of a lady doctor allegedly by an army officer in Sui, it was exacerbated by the
death of Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti in an Army operation in August 2006. Security forces have
intensified their actions in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan after the announcement of the
National Action Plan to combat terrorism in the country. Back in September, Balochistan Home
Secretary Akbar Hussain Durrani stated that provincial law enforcement agencies have arrested
more than 8,000 suspected militants and killed at least 204 after the implementation of the National
Action Plan (NAP). Durrani had told media that that out of the 204 terrorists killed, around 100 were
high-profile terrorists.

PESHAWAR: Zameer Khan’s voice remains steady as he recounts the number of bombs he has
defused in his lifetime. “Thirty-seven bombs and Improvised Explosive Devises,” he says. There is
an almost defiant indifference in the ex-serviceman’s tone. It does not for a moment indicate the
formidable line of work he has chosen; a job that requires him to methodically approach a ticking
bomb when everyone is running away from it. Lionhearted Khan first learnt how to dismantle a
bomb when he was in the Pakistan Army. After 20 years in service, he is now enrolled at
Pakistan’s first police school of explosive handling (PSEH) in Nowshera taking a refresher course
to hone his skill. Despite his years of experience, at PSEH he has a chance to enhance his
knowledge as modern war tools evolve. He can learn about circuits — the latest explosive devices
— and how to battle the "technological war." The explosive handling school, which launched
operations in February this year, provides training on the latest equipment and technology to detect
and safely diffuse bombs. It is a major step towards improving the safety of civilians as well as that
of Bomb Disposal Unit (BDU) personnel. Currently, PSE is training 44 apprentices. Since its
launch, 341 officials have completed training at the school.

Limited resources, big hearts

Located on the bank of River Kabul, the main entrance of the school is decorated with portraits of
celebrated BDU personnel who were unwittingly killed in bomb explosions. Among the 15 portraits
are the famous duo Hukam Khan and Abdul Haq. The two defused over 2,500 bombs, which the
school’s officials believe is the highest number in any part of the world. Despite the danger that
comes with their job, BDUs have a very limited operational budget. Assistant Inspector General
(AIG) Shafgat Malik says, “We just get salaries from the government." Most of the equipment —
including robots, bomb suits, X-ray units, EDOs and vehicles — is arranged for the school free of
charge through personal efforts and friends. The school's main lobby is filled with explosive
handling equipment: different types of bombs, detectors and remote-control vehicles for bomb
dismantlement — all of which are used during practical training. Malik explains that trainees are
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taught to identify the difference between different types of explosive devices, and the disposal of
varying types of bombs. They are lucky to be able to use the latest technology, including robots, he
says. People come to train at PSEH from different districts of KP. Some, says Inspector Shafiq
Khan, are already trained, while others start from scratch. “The school provides newcomers with a
learning opportunity, and they get firsthand knowledge from experts.” Khan, an ex-serviceman, is
also an instructor at PSEH.

New techniques can save lives

The school also conducts two-week short refresher courses for BDU officials. They are trained in
post-blast investigation and site preservation techniques so that they are able to determine the
nature and the quantity of the explosive material(s). According to Shafiq Khan, from the moment
someone enters a blast site, even the smallest footprint or fingerprint can contaminate it. As soon
as something is touched, the entire crime scene changes and it becomes difficult to later identify
and distinguish the element. Additionally, blast scenes are risky sites because of the danger of a
second possible blast. Each district in KP currently has at least one BDU expert. There are 450
BDU officials across the province and majority of them are ex-servicemen. Many policemen, who
were not part of the BDU, lost their lives when they were unable to handle explosives in the
absence of experts. Hukam Khan, member of the famous duo, lost his life because of an
unexpected second blast while on duty on September 28, 2012. Post-blast investigation and
management techniques, therefore, are extremely crucial for BDU personnel. Safety aside, results
from their findings (or lack of) contribute to the amount of evidence present in court cases. “Weak
prosecution is often the main reason behind acquittals,” says Khan.

A noble but risky profession

DSP Wagar, an instructor at PSEH, says there have been 15 casualties to date during bomb
diffusal, and KP has lost some of its top experts in the process. But despite a lack of proper
training facilities, BDU personnel have managed to defuse over 6,000 bombs since 2009. The
majority of officials at BDU are ex-service men, who were once recruited by the police department
as serving police officers. Officials are often reluctant to join the BDU — not because they are
unwilling to sign up for one of the most dangerous jobs in the world — but because of the lack of
proper training and limited resources. AIG Malik believes that the profession itself is considered to
be noble. But because of limited resources and equipment, foreign countries and the military have
become mainly responsible for training the BDU personnel on handling certain kinds of diffusals,
such as Ordinance Explosive Devices (OEDs). “This is time consuming, and in most cases, does
not meet our needs,” he says. Despite the difficulty with OEDs, bomb disposal experts from the KP
police have successfully diffused more than 5,000 IEDs, including many that were vehicle-borne or
carried by suicide bombers. Their gallantry, Malik says, shows how they have “written history with
their blood to address the menace of terrorism." In order to reduce the number of deaths and
casualties, AIG Shafqat feels that the police department should run its own training institution for
OED handling. The police should be able to manage actual bomb disposal, not just fire fighting.

A technological war

Qazi Waqar, a PhD scholar at PSEH specialising in electrical concepts, feels that trainees also
need to be equipped with electrical knowledge. According to him, terrorists keep abreast of new
technologies to make superior bomb circuits and explosive devices. Hence, he says, electrical
knowledge is vital as being unaware about sensor technology has proven fatal in many cases. An
instructor at PESH shows trainees how to defuse an IED with a water disruptor. — Photo by author
Zameer Khan says that after learning how to operate new systems during his refresher course, he
has become aware that terrorists are also fighting a technological war.

Facing danger everyday

A friend of the late Hukam Khan, Muhammad Arif, a BDU expert posted at the Hazara Division,
feels his companion's loss deeply. But risk is a constant factor in his life, and Arif says he has
faced danger on countless occasions. Arif has defused a range of explosive devices: suicide
jackets, artillery shells, RPGs, hand grenades, as well as anti-personnel and anti-tank mines and
heavy IEDs. He was severely injured in a roadside bomb blast in May 2013, while on his way to his
office after defusing a bomb at Thor Gar. He has been working for eight years, and feels the job is
his personal duty. “I feel proud that despite knowing my life is at risk, | still take up the responsibility
to defuse a bomb,” he says. “My work saves the lives of many people”. But it isn’'t an easy job.
Many trained men reach the bomb site and lose courage. “You need to be calm and bold,” he says.
Zameer Khan, too, witnessed the death of a close friend while he was defusing a bomb. For him,
the school offers the hope that he will never have to witness such a thing again. When he steps out
to a spot to defuse explosives, Khan elaborates, he finds himself continuously reciting prayers in
his heart. He hopes to invoke the mercy of God, to protect him and others like him. “It feels like
death is starting at me in the eye,” he says.

WEB DESK: In the first admission of its kind, former chief of India’s premier spy agency (RAW)
said Pakistan’s spy agency, Inter Services Intelligence (ISI), is the most powerful in the world. “The
most powerful intelligence agency is either KGB which no more exists or ISI, because they are
very anonymous”, AS Dulat said, while addressing a session at the Times Lit Fest in New Delhi.
When asked to rate RAW against the spy agencies of the rest of the world, the former spy master
said, “l believe we're as good as anybody else. We don’t have technical abilities but are fast
catching up.” Dulat also upheld that he hasn’t exposed any secrets in his book titled “Kashmir: The
Vajpayee Years” and only expressed his views on matters already dominating the public domain.
Earlier in July, in another startling revelation, Dulat admitted Indian intelligence agencies have over
the years paid militants and separatists, along with mainstream politicians and political parties in
Indian Kashmir to compete with Pakistan’s spy agency, ISI. “So what's wrong? What is there to be
so shocked or scandalised by. It's done the world over,” Dulat had said, while speaking to NDTV's
Barkha Dutt.
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Lieutenant-General Rizwan Akhtar took the reins of the chief of ISI in November last year. He took
charge from Lt-General Zaheerul Islam as the director general, considered by many to be both the
most powerful and the most challenging position in the country. In May, Army chief General Raheel
Sharif directed the country’s intelligence agencies — including the ISI — to adopt a more proactive
approach in order to counter the moves of the hostile spy agencies that are trying to destabilise
Pakistan. Gen Raheel’s statement came two days after gunmen massacred 44 members of the
peaceful Ismaili community in a brazen attack on a bus in the Safoora neighbourhood of Karachi. It
also came a day after the foreign ministry said that Indian military intelligence agency was using
Afghan soil to fuel terrorism in Pakistan.
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DCS asked to closely HYDERABAD: Chairperson All Vertical Programmes for Public Health MNA Dr. Azra Fazal
monitor anti-polio drive Pechuho has asked all the Deputy Commissioners of Hyderabad Division to give special attention
Pakistan Observer, December 6, with personal monitoring of polio and epidemic diseases campaigns in their respective districts to
2015 ensure eridication of diseases. She emphasized this while presiding over a meeting here at
Shahbaz Hall on Saturday which reviewed at length the arrangements polio and epidemic
diseases situation and its elimination from Hyderabad division. She emphasized the need of the
appointment of surveillance officers in each district to make the immunization of children campaign
more effective and to achieve the required results.While expressing her concern over the
increasing refusal cases during previous polio eradication campaigns in Hyderabad district, she
directed all Deputy Commissioners to ensure the immunization against polio to all under 5 years
age children with motivation of parents to save their children from the the crippling disease. She
also emphasized the need of taking action irrespective of any influence and pressure against those
vaccinators and concerned persons who found negligence in respect of vaccination to children.
MNA Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho said that after Karachi, Hyderabad is the biggest and largest division
of the province there-fore sincere efforts are required to root out the polio and epidemic diseases
from this division with exten-sion of the circle of social mobilization.She asked the officers
concerned to ensure the availability of all resources and improve the performance of staff in this
respect. About bottlenecks being faced in launching the campaign in effective manner, MNA Dr.
Azra Fazal Pechuho said that being the Deputy Commissioners they have authority to overcome
the shortage of vaccination staff with hiring the services of volunteers. The Deputy Commissioners
can boost the per-formance of vaccination staff by announcing gifts of motorbikes to best
performer, she said and assured that concerned departments will be approached to extend
full cooperation to districtadministrations in respect of launching successful campaign of polio and
epidemic diseases. Besides the Deputy Commissioners, District Health Officers and other officers
concerned of all districts of Hyderabad division.—APP

Public hospitals on high KARACHI: The major public hospitals in the city remained on high alert on Saturday in connection
alert with the local government (LG) elections and a central control room was also established in the
Daily Times, December 6, 2015 Civic Centre to monitor these healthcares. The Health Department and Karachi Municipal
Corporation (KMC) put all public hospitals on high alert in the city and has ordered heads of
healthcares to make all necessary arrangements to cope with any medical emergency during
elections. The major public hospitals including Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center, Civil Hospital
Karachi, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and other hospitals remained on high alert to cope with any
untoward situation. The heads of public hospitals were directed to ensure availability of doctors
and medical staff and medicines in Accident and Emergency Department. The Health Department
has also established control room in the Civic Center to monitor the situation of public hospitals
and control room remain functional round-the-clock. Karachi Health Director Dr Zafar Ejaz said at
least 20 five people were brought to different hospitals with minor injuries, out of them 15 to Sindh
Government Hospital Korangi-5 and five to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center so far. Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) Accident and Emergency Department In charge Dr Seemin
Jamali said all necessary arrangements were ensured to cope with any untoward situation.

47 cases of KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Karachi chief Naeemur Rehman has said that the Election
mismanagement, fraud Commission of Pakistan (ECP) remained vanish from the scene throughout the day as 47
submitted before ECP applicgtion_s of severe mismanagement and fraud were submitted before the gommigsion bu.t all
Daily Times, December 6, 2015 went in vain. During a media briefing, the JI leader said on Saturday that entire polling stations

’ ’ were captured at Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, North Nazimabad and Korangi town areas, clearly
indicating that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement has been losing the so-called mandate, about
which its leaders talk often. He said that being peaceful and law-abiding citizens, they do not
posses weapons and it was the responsibility of the state and the security institutions to get the
polling station free. He was of the view that overall the state organs remained fail to discharge their
duties. Rehman said that they contested elections despite flawed voter lists and MQM's 'favoured
polling staff.' He was optimistic that they would come out with of the elections with flying colours,
despite all the nefarious conspiracies, hatched to theft the mandate of masses. He also vowed to
unveil the anomalies in the electoral process. He expressed his discontent and said that their
legitimate and justified demand of deploying Rangers and army personnel in and outside the
polling booths were not heeded.

Talking about 'rigging' in the polling process, he shared with the media that books of ballot papers
were recovered from the purse of a woman in Union Council Kalyana of Central district, but was let
go freely by the deputy returning officer, affiliated by the MQM and a relative of Shoaib Bokhari.
Similarly, 400 votes were disappeared from a polling station at Central district. He said that the
Presiding Officer Abbas at polling station number three, the Government School Lemo Goth in UC-
26, handed over the ballot papers to MQM's workers. Workers of MQM were also free to enjoy
their own will at KMC School, UC-5 of Pak colony where they openly exercised their expertise of
casting bogus votes. The JI leader said that polling agents of JI and PTI were forcibly taken out of
the polling stations 15 and 16 in UC-45, Hadi Market of Nazimabad. He said that the same flaws
were witnessed across the city. He alleged that Rangers were not deployed at any polling station,
while police failed to discharge their duties despite several wakening calls made to SSP and DIG.
He added that Rangers personnel also did not respond despite several requests. Speaking on the
occasion, Syed Ali Zaidi of PTI held Election Commission responsible for all the anomalies during
the electoral process. He said that they were deliberating with their lawyers to file an FIR against
the Provincial Election Commissioner Tanvir Zak against alleged negligence. He said that the
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Election Commission has become the 'selection commission' of Pakistan. Imran Ismail and other
leaders also spoke on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute of Health (NIH), Pakistan, has become a member of the
International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI), a global initiative that aims
to develop strong National Public Health Institutes (NPHIs) in different countries across the
world.The IANPHI, which has a strength of over 100 member NPHI institutes from 88 countries,
also facilitates alliances among NPHIs and strategic partners to catalyse support for and
investment in NPHIs, and develops benchmarks and tools that countries, NPHIs, and peer-
assistance teams use to assess, develop, and improve NPHIs and optimise delivery of core public
health functions.The National Institute of Health, Pakistan, began as the Bureau of Laboratories in
Karachi in June 1948. However, in 1960, a National Health Centre was established in Islamabad
as a unified public health facility whose various units were merged in 1974 into one organisation
named National Health Laboratories (NHL). In 1980, NHL was made an autonomous body of the
Ministry of Health through a Presidential Ordinance and was renamed National Institute of Health
(NIH). Its principal function was to serve as the premier public health services institute and to foster
international and regional collaboration through participation in global disease control
activities.Currently, NIH has five major Divisions, a College of Medical Laboratory Technology, and
support departments to facilitate financial, administrative and engineering functions. Four public
health programmes of the Ministry of Health are also based at NIH. In March 2015 NIH submitted a
request for participation in the IANPHI programme led by the US Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), which was accepted in November 2015.As a member of IANPHI, NIH will
benefit from the knowledge and scientific expertise of similar organisations. The membership will
help NIH to strengthen its capacity as a national leader in public health and support Pakistan’s
commitment towards fulfilment of the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and its antecedent
obligations. Evidence-based, focused disease control policies and programme driven by relevant
public health priorities is a long-term investment for overall health sector improvement and
continuing development.

KARACHI: The area in front of the Karachi University, a premier and respected higher education
institute of Pakistan, has become unacceptably filthy due to inefficiency of the civic agencies
including district municipal corporation East, as well as, the cleaning staff of the varsity itself. This
area on the opposite track of the main University Road depicts an ugly and sorry look due to
garbage hills, bushes, liter, broken water and gutter lines and illegal squatting of gypsies who
break water lines to get water for their use, wash clothes there and strew the whole area with filth
and garbage. It is an accepted norm all over the world that the areas around university campuses
are kept mirror clean to show keen civic sense, but the Karachi University is an exception as it is
almost surrounded by utterly unclean surroundings. Though, the backside of Karachi University
along Suparco Road is littered with garbage and filth, but the area in front of its main Golden
Jubilee Gate should at least be cleaned to give the surroundings of this important campus at least
a respected look. This land presently occupied by garbage dumps and huts of gypsies is owned by
the Karachi University, where parking lots, playgrounds, parks and other recreational facilities
could be made had the university management used some civic sense. However, the KU
bureaucracy does not think on these lines due to lack of capacity. The district municipal
corporation East, led by an energetic administrator Rehmatullah Sheikh, should take a lead to
initiate an aggressive drive to make this area tidy and clean, by removing illegal encroachments,
repairing broken water and gutter lines, cutting bushes, removing truckloads of garbage and
making recreational tree planting all over this neglected area.

KARACHI: lllegal and wrong parking has clogged the main arteries of Saddar area, with Regal
Chowk and New Preedy Street being the most affected areas. The commercial area of Regal
Chowk depicts the worst violations of traffic rules in Karachi only due to negligence of Preedy
traffic zone that has failed to implement ‘24-hours no parking’ in this busy area. Though the traffic
police have erected the signboards of ‘tow-away area: 24-hours no parking’ in Regal Chowk area
but still vehicles are seen illegally parked directly beneath these signboards, which is not only a
mockery of law, but also a question mark on the performance and impartiality of the traffic police of
Preedy Traffic Zone. It is an open secret that owners of shops in Regal Chowk area do not want
this area be made no-parking zone and some black sheep in traffic police are hand in glove with
these people. However, the commuters, motorists and pedestrians suffer a lot due to these gross
traffic violations, especially regarding illegal and wrong parking. In past the two-way road of Regal
Chowk was made one-way to ensure smooth flow of traffic, but this extra space is being used by
the shopkeepers and their buyers who park their vehicles wrongly here, hindering the smooth flow
of traffic. Recently, it was decided in a high-level meeting in present of Commissioner Karachi
Soaib Siddiqui that another traffic zone, named Saddar Traffic Zone with its office in CDGK
Parking Plaza Saddar would be created to deal with the gross violation of traffic rules in Saddar,
but this decision is yet to be implemented. New Preedy Street has been facing severe traffic jams
as hundreds of pushcart vendors have occupied both sides of the road up to car parking plaza
building. To ensure smooth traffic flow in Regal Chowk and Saddar area it is necessary that this
area be truly made a no-parking zone and the ‘tow-away area: 24-hours no parking’ rule must be
implemented in Regal Chowk area in the larger public interest.

KARACHI: Metropolitan city of Karachi still faces serious challenges to contain crime, especially
mugging, because the Karachi police is not trained in urban policing and is ill-equipped to fight
urban crime, because this police is trained in conventional policing introduced by the British rulers
to tame local people depending on old colonial techniques of fear and bullying. This metropolitan
city badly needs a metropolitan police to purge the city effectively from urban crime and urban
criminals. The practical model of metropolitan police is the Metropolitan Police Service of London,
UK. The Metropolitan Police Service, abbreviated to MPS and widely known informally as “the
Met”, is the territorial police force responsible for law enforcement in Greater London, excluding the
“square mile” of the City of London, which is the responsibility of the City of London Police. Today,
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the Metropolitan Police Service employs around 31,000 officers together with about 13,000 police
staff and 2,600 Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). The MPS is also being supported by
more than 5,100 volunteer police officers in the Metropolitan Special Constabulary (MSC) and its
Employer Supported Policing (ESP) programme. The Metropolitan Police Services covers an area
of 620 square miles and a population of 7.2 million. The Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis,
commonly known simply as the Commissioner, is the overall operational leader of the force,
responsible and accountable to the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime. Presently, MPS
Commissioner is Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe. Born in Sheffield, Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe has an MA
in Law from Oxford University, a diploma in Applied Criminology and was awarded an MBA in
Business Administration from Sheffield University. Met believe in the concept of total policing.

Total policing means a total war on crime, total care for victims, and total professionalism from our
staff. The objectives of total policing include cutting crime, cut costs, and continue to develop the
culture of the organisation. Met strives to achieve this with humility, integrity and transparency.
They say: “we will develop making the Met the best police service in the world. And we’ll do this by
being the very best we can be, and upholding our Corporate Values of Courage, Compassion,
Professionalism and Integrity. The Metropolitan Police Service was founded in 1829 by Robert
Peel, who were affectionately, known as “bobbies”, under the Metropolitan Police Act 1829, and at
that time, merged with the River Thames Marine Police Force, which had been formed in 1798. In
1837, it also incorporated with the Bow Street Horse Patrol that had been organised in 1805.
Metropolitan Police officers have legal jurisdiction throughout all of England and Wales, including
areas that have their own special police forces, such as the Ministry of Defence, as do all police
officers of territorial police forces. Officers also have limited powers in Scotland and Northern
Ireland. Within the MPD, the Met will take over the investigation of any serious crime from the
British Transport Police and Ministry of Defence Police, if it is deemed appropriate. Terrorist
incidents and complex murder enquiries will almost always be investigated by the Met, with the
assistance of any relevant specialist force, even if they are committed on railway or Ministry of
Defence property. (A minor oddity to the normal jurisdiction of territorial police officers in England
and Wales is that Met officers involved in the protection duties of the Royal Family and other VIPs
have full police powers in Scotland and Northern Ireland in connection with those duties.)
Metropolitan Police employees consist of uniformed police officers, special constables, civilian
staff, and police community support officers.

The Met was the first force to introduce PCSOs. Uniformed traffic wardens, who wear a uniform
with yellow and black markings, are a distinct body from local council civil enforcement officers.
The former have greater powers that include being able to stop vehicles and redirect traffic at an
incident. In addition to the headquarters at New Scotland Yard, there are 140 police stations in
London. These range from large borough headquarters staffed around the clock every day to
smaller stations, which may be open to the public only during normal business hours, or on certain
days of the week. Like Met the Karachi also needs a police force aimed at Sustainable Policing.
About the sustainable policing Met says: “We are working to be the best police force in the world.
One way we are doing this is by managing all our resources in a responsible, sustainable and
transparent way. Our corporate social responsibility reporting demonstrates how we deliver against
a broad range of issues of importance to Londoners and our employees, how we manage our
environmental, social and economic impacts and gives a flavour of the wide range of work that we
do.” To give the metropolitan Karachi a metropolitan police it needs taking courageous political
decisions in the larger public interest, as with a better policing Karachi could be made a better and
safer city, and thus boosting its economic potential for a better and more prosperous Pakistan.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Secretary Khizar Hayat Gondal has directed the health department to step
up efforts for polio eradication, saying that no negligence would be tolerated in this regard. He was
presiding over a meeting to review the steps taken for polio eradication at the Civil Secretariat on
Friday. Addressing the meeting, the chief secretary said that all possible steps were being taken to
eradicate polio once and for all. International agencies have also acknowledged Punjab
government’s efforts in this regard, he added. He directed the district coordination officers (DCOs)
to personally monitor the anti-polio campaigns and regularly review the situation in their districts.
The chief secretary said that people’s cooperation is of key importance in efforts to combat polio,
adding that all relevant departments should play an active role in enhancing public awareness
about this crippling disease. He maintained that there is a need to work with national spirit to
eradicate polio.

ISLAMABAD: To ensure effective security arrangements of media outlets capital city police have
conducted the security audit and survey of 38 media houses and installed panic alert system to
prevent any unpleasant incident. Talking to APP, a police source said that Interior Minister Ch
Nisar Ali Khan has categorically asked to review safety and security arrangements for media
outlets and various steps have been taken by Islamabad police for security mechanism at media
houses. He said that the police officials have already conducted various meetings with PID officers
and representatives of media houses. It was told that panic alert system has been installed at 31
media houses after conducting the security audit of 38 media outlets while 123 security guards
have been given security training in a 3-day programme. A local television channel was attacked
on December 1 by unidentified attackers who hurled a hand grenade resulting injuries to two
policemen and a worker. In addition, the source said that security audit of 150 buildings have been
completed and 530 bunkers have been constructed for guards deputed for security purpose. A
standard operating procedure (SOP) has been prepared for safety and security of various buildings
and it has been divided into four clusters. A total of 1,723 guards have been given security training
so far and this exercise would continue for next month, he added He further said that media is
playing an imperative role in perspective of security situation in the country and Interior Minister
has categorically asked to ensure foolproof security arrangements for media houses. Media
representatives have shared the security plan with owners of all the media outlets and complete
coordination will be ensured with police in this regard, he added.
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ISLAMABAD: State Minister for National Health Services (NHS) Saira Afzal Tarar has appreciated
the successful implementation of the blood safety system reforms through the Safe Blood
Transfusion Programme (SBTP). She was addressing the national workshop on “Achievements in
Safe Blood Transfusion Reforms” which was organised by the Safe Blood Transfusion Programme
in collaboration with GIZ on Friday. State Minister Saira Tarar chaired the workshop for national
health services, the German Ambassador Ina Lepel along with GIZ and KFW officials represented
the German government. SBTP National Coordinator Prof Hasan Abbas Zaheer, and provincial
managers including important national stakeholders were also present, said a press release. The
objective of the national meeting is to share the current status of project achievements, changes
brought about and its comparison with the blood transfusion scenario before the project
implementation initiated in 2010. The strategy of how to carry forward the reform process and
enumeration of the challenges envisaged was also highlighted. She termed the project as a
“success story” and the Pak-German cooperation a model to emulate and desired that this
cooperation continue uninterrupted to help secure and strengthen the resources. She reiterated
the government’s commitment to the project and expected the German support to continue. The
president recently inaugurated the first-ever international blood transfusion conference in Pakistan
organised by the programme and earlier the prime minister granted special tax exemption to the
blood programme, she added. German Ambassador Inna Lepal appreciated the commitment of
Pakistan’s premier national and health leadership to the project and their participation in the
important programme activities in addition to recognising blood safety reforms as a priority area.

She said the successful joint cooperation had been a matchless experience for the Germans. She
emphasised that even though the foundation has been laid for the structured blood transfusion
services, implementation of novel ideals would require more efforts and perseverance on all the
fronts. She maintained that successful sustenance of the project would require continuous
effectiveness and coordination by all the stakeholders. She stated that gradually in the long-term
period the German support would be tapered off making the entire project a locally coordinated
entity. Speaking on the occasion, SBTP National Coordinator Prof Zaheer thanked the German
and Pakistan governments for taking the initiative to promote blood safety in the country. He also
thanked all the national stakeholders including the provincial health departments in extending full
support and cooperation in the successful implementation of the first phase of the project despite
many challenges. Prof Zaheer informed that as a result of the determined efforts of the programme
management and the commitment of all the stakeholders, a national platform of the sector has
been created and the blood programme has become the national voice of blood safety not only
within the country but also internationally. The pace of the project has picked up in the last two
years and now the second phase of the project is about to be launched, he added.

RAWALPINDI: Nearly 17,000 polling staff with fully trained returning officers, presiding officers are
ready to ensure smooth local government (LG) elections beginning today. Over 2.2 million
registered voters will go for polls to elect their candidates contesting from 158 union councils of
Rawalpindi district. 1,771 polling stations have been set up for transparent local government (LG),
elections. A total of 4,465 polling booths for male and female voters have been established. About
999 polling stations would be available for the voters of district council, 598 for municipal
corporation and 174 municipal committees respectively. District Returning Officer (DRO)
Muhammad Javed Khan told that there are 174 union councils where elections are to be held but
due to delimitation of constituencies election in 16 union councils would be rescheduled, A cell has
been set up in RDA Office to provide information regarding the elections on the polling day. There
are 8,578 assistant presiding officers, and 4,465 polling officers besides 1,771 presiding officers
who are fully prepared to hold smooth elections in the district. Dispatch of ballot boxes and election
material has been completed. Ballot papers have been handed over to the returning officers to
facilitate the voters of the district. Special accreditation cards have been issued for electronic and
print media for security purpose. 10,000 policemen would be deployed for security. A company of
Rangers and five companies of Army personnel will be deployed around 114 sensitive polling
stations of the district. The people can cast their votes till 5:30pm, which is the concluding time for
polling in this region, he said.

KARACHI: The Sindh Education Department, instead of terminating or initiating any action against
the corrupt college professors, has promoted the college professor and posted the professors as
deputy director (Inspection), Daily Times has learnt. According to well-placed sources, Sindh
Colleges Director General Prof Dr Nasir Ansar constituted an inspection committee, under vide
letter DGCS/P S/1051/2013, to investigate the several complaints, financial irregularities by
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Girls College of Azam Basti Principal Dr Sakina Samoo. The inspection
committee headed by Prof Dr Razia Khokhar along with PECHS Foundation Government Science
College Principal Prof Ishrat Mian, Directorate General Deputy Director (Inspection) Prof
Bilqueesun Nisa, Office of the Regional Directorate Colleges Deputy Director (Inspection) Prof Aziz
Fatima visited the said college and submitted its report for action. “The principal was not present
on duty. The principal arrived late in the college and the DDO of the college met with rude
behaviour and hesitated to check/handover the attendance register for teaching as well as non-
teaching staff to the members in which C/L was not marked on that day. The DDO threatened the
inquiry committee and said, “l will see you and to call the Education minister and then tried to offer
bribe.” Washrooms, classrooms, corridors and labs were not cleaned/washed, according to
findings of the reports, exclusively available with Daily Times. The committee members also found
out that time table was not properly maintained in the college. Maintenance of the building was
poor. Fans, lights, and other facilities were also not installed, however, budget had already been
allocated for the said facilities, the report said. The report revealed that books were not purchased
from the National Book Foundation. Grills of the college have been sold out and the said amount
was not deposited in the college fund account, the inquiry committee’s report added. The
committee unanimously recommended the cancellation of DDO ship of Sakina Samoo.
Interestingly, the authorities of the Education Department, instead of taking any disciplinary action
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against Prof Dr Sakina Samoo, posted her as Deputy Director Inspection Colleges Karachi.

Another ‘White Paper’ : LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Punjab Organiser Chaudhary Muhammad Sarwar has
PTl exposes govt’s issued another “White Paper” on bad performances of Punjab government in the health sector,

: : claiming that there is only one doctor to look after 1,700 patients. Issuing the white paper on
malpractlces in health Thursday, he said that the toll of tuberculosis (TB) patients in the province has reached 3.4 million
SeFtOT followed by an annual increase of 0.2 million patients, adding that there are 7 million patients of
Daily Times, December 4, 2015 hepatitis in Punjab. “A 50% shortage in basic healthcare centres has been witnessed out of total
2,450 centres in Punjab. The health department gives a time period of six to seven months to
patients of angiography and one year to bypass patients in cardiology institutes, as MRI machines
are not available in Asia’s largest hospital, Mayo Hospital Lahore,” he added. He said that only 10
out of 100 patients could get free medicines from the hospitals while the government has
professed its failure by initiating the privatisation of 10 districts hospitals. “There is no health
minister in Punjab for two years, while 2, 060 dengue patients have died during this time.” In the
white paper, it is stated that there are 302 district and 32 teaching hospitals in Punjab, but all of
these hospitals are vacant, while the attendance of doctors in rural areas is less than 60%.

“The government claims to transform Lahore into Paris, but here, children hospitals give six to
seven months time for small operations and two years time for intense operations. In the absence
of essential facilities, women are giving birth on stairs of the hospitals. Poor patients have to visit
cardiology hospitals many times to acquire free medicines, while about 10% patients die due to
delay in timely operations,” it added. Sarwar noted that the government, even in its second tenure,
has failed to make the cardiology hospital in Wazirabad functional. “Ganga Ram hospital, General
hospital, Jinnah hospital, Mayo hospital and Lady Willington Hospital lack the basic facilities. The
Punjab government’s claims are tall but there is zero implementation, while the privatisation of 10
district hospitals is, in fact, a manifestation of its inability to deliver. Young doctors and paramedical
staff are compelled to carry their issues on roads but the government has failed to address their
grievances,” he added.

(0= 13 (o] e [-T0 ] - | M e o1 1M (el ISLAMABAD: Two state-of-the-art hospitals for dentistry and cancer treatment will be set up in
be built in PIMS Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) at the cost of Rs 22 billion. Sources said that
Daily Times, December 4, 2015 Executive Committee of National Economic Council (ECNEC) has accorded approval to release
first installment of Rs 50 million in connection with construction of cancer hospital. Foreign aid will
also be provided for the completion of these two projects. Cancer hospital and dental hospital will
be built at the cost of Rs 19 billion and Rs 3 billion respectively. These two hospitals will be
constructed within a period of two and half years. Consultant doctors will be appointed for cancer
hospital According to sources, all the arrangements have been finalised for beginning of the work
on these two projects and foundation stone laying ceremony would be held soon.

Do Doni Chaar : Play LAHORE: Acad Theatre’s new play ‘Do Doni Chaar’ highlighted the state of education in
highlights substandard Pakistan’s public schools in rural areas, as the government is not implementing Article 25-A of the
constitution, which ensures free education to all children of the age of five to sixteen. The play
shredded light in an entertaining manner that the public schools offer only substandard education
and exposed the covert understanding between political mafia and bureaucracy in improving the
state of education in rural public schools. Organisers dedicated the play to the martyrs of the Army
Public School Peshawar, where over 130 students lost their lives in a terror attack last year. ‘Do
Doni Chaar’ comes at a time when there is a debate going on in the literary circles on how to
change the existing state of education in Pakistan, which is not breeding fruitful results. Owing to
high fees of the private schools, parents are left with no other option but to send their children in
public schools where no facilities are available. In the play, a family, living in a village, is seen
losing hope in the continuation of its education. After taking loans on interest from a local
contractor, Sagheer (Imran Khan), father of four, makes difficult decisions to make both ends meet
and on the same time afford his children’s education. The striving and determined character of
Sima (Naina Baloch), wife of Sagheer, always knocked down offers that compromised on
education and faced all odds to educate her children. Meanwhile, Noor Anawar, a teacher, is
appointed in the village school, where he faces threats from the village’s political mafia and land
grabbers. However, he stays determined on the fact that only schooling would let people think in a
different way and make them realise about its importance. In the end, due to Noor Anwar’s
struggle, the village’s dysfunctional school becomes operational and gets handsome number of
children from the far-flung villages. The play was presented by Azad Theatre and Play International
Pakistan, an non- governmental organisation, in collaboration with Lahore Arts Council at Alhamra
Cultural Complex, Qaddafi Stadium. The play is written by William Perveez and directed by Malik
Aslam. Director Malik Aslam told Daily Times that the play was an effort to bring up the blatant
issue of schooling in our country. Despite having proper legislation on free education, the
government is not implementing it in true and letter spirit, he added.

Japan to grant $0.25m for ISLAMABAD: The Japanese government has decided to grant financial support of $254,889 to
social development three Pakistani NGOs, Sangtani Women Rural Development Organisation, Saint Raphael's
: Hospital and Learning Awareness and Motivation Programme (LAMP) for the implementation of
LR ial devel t projects for disadvantaged ities of th try. Th ts for th
Daily Times, December 4, 2015 social development projects for disadvantaged communities of the country. The agreements for the
, g three projects were signed on Thursday, at the Japanese Ambassador’s residence in Islamabad,
between Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan Hiroshi Inomata and the heads of the three
organisations. NGO Sangtani Women Rural Development Organisation will utilise its grant of
$80,217 for the installation of nine water filtration plants in rural areas of UC Fatehpur (Tehsil &
District Rajanpur) which are suffering from high prevalence water borne diseases due to the non-
availability of safe drinking water. The NGO has been actively working for the promotion of human
rights, quality education, WASH, health services and rehabilitation of marginalised and poor
families in the rural areas of Punjab and Sindh since 1997. Aligning with its goals this project will
help the NGO in improving access of the 3,360 community members of the UC to safe and clean
drinking water, and will contribute in prevention of water borne diseases in the target area. The
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grant of $83,960 awarded to St. Raphael’'s Hospital in Faisalabad (Punjab), which is primarily a
maternity hospital and a Midwifery Training School, will help improve medical services of the
hospital.

Previously, in 2012 the government of Japan extended financial support worth $123,000 to the
Hospital for construction of a two floor Outdoor Patient’'s Department (OPD) which now benefits
many underprivileged families. The current grant will further enable improvement of medical
facilities of the hospital. The installation of equipment, including x-ray and ultrasound machines, is
expected to not only improve the quality of services but also promote natural child delivery in the
target area. With financial assistance provided from Government of Japan since 1996, the
organisation LAMP has been a key contributor in promoting child education, primarily focusing on
promotion of education for females, and has launched several safe drinking water schemes in the
tribal areas of Pakistan. With this collaboration of almost two decades the NGO has received
$1,163,577 till date for various school construction and safe drinking water projects. Cognisant to
this the organisation has now been awarded $90,712 for the expansion of a primary school located
in Raziq Kalay, Khyber Agency FATA. The new building is expected to benefit and provide a
conducive environment to more than 300 students. At the signing ceremony, Ambassador Inomata
stressed the importance of improving access to health, education and water facilities particularly in
rural areas of the country. He expressed his hope that the projects signed today will contribute to
Pakistan’s goal of eliminating rural and urban disparities in term of essential facilities which in turn
can contribute to sustainable local development. In doing so, these projects would certainly
strengthen the friendly relations between the people of Japan and Pakistan. The Japanese
government provided $1.7 million in total to Pakistani NGOs in its last fiscal year (April 2014-March
2015) under the GGP programme. More projects for this year are in pipeline to get assistance from
the Government of Japan.

RAWALPINDI: District Returning Officer (DRO), Muhammad Javed Khan on Thursday said that
over 2.2 million people will vote in local government (LG) elections tomorrow (Saturday). There are
174 union councils where elections were to be held but due to delimitation on constituencies,
elections in 16 union councils would be rescheduled. All preparations have been given final shape
to hold transparent elections in 158 union councils (UCs), of the district. As many as 1771 polling
stations would be set up for transparent local government (LG), elections. A total of 4465 polling
booths for male and female voters would be set up. Nearly 16,000 polling staff would discharge
their duties to ensure smooth elections in all the union councils. A cell has been established in
RDA office to provide information regarding the elections, and to monitor the situation on the
polling day, he said. There are 8,578 assistant presiding officers and 4,465 polling officers besides
returning officers who are fully prepared to hold smooth elections in the district, he added. He said
dispatching of ballot boxes and election material has been started. Ballot papers are being handed
over to the returning officers to facilitate the voters. He further said that polling timimgs will be from
730am to 530pm and added that honorarium of the staff has been increased. He said that special
accreditation cards for electronic and print media journalists are being issued for security purpose.
Rangers and Army personnel would be deployed around 114 sensitive polling stations.

QUETTA: Polio virus was detected in a two-year-old boy in Quetta’s Eastern Bypass area on
Thursday, said Coordinator of Emergency Operation Centre Balochistan, Dr Syed Saifur
Rehman.With the new case, the number of polio cases reported this year from Quetta reached five
and seven in the province. The fresh polio victim was identified as Rab Nawaz Nurzai, son of Alam
Khan Nurzai, a resident of Nurzai Colony in Eastern Bypass area on the outskirts of Quetta. The
child was not vaccinated against the disease because of his father’s refusal, official sources said,
adding that he used to hide the boy whenever vaccinators visited their house.

KARACHI: Only 234 out of a total of 4,141 polling stations in Karachi for the third phase of the
local government (LG) elections have been declared normal, with over 94 percent of stations
declared either sensitive or highly sensitive. A news channel quoting Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) reported that 1,791 polling stations (43%) have been declared highly sensitive,
while 2,116 (54%) are being considered sensitive for the third phase of the LG polls scheduled to
be held on December 5 (Saturday). All polling stations in District Central and Korangi have been
declared either sensitive or highly sensitive. The largest number of highly sensitive polling stations
(497) is in District West, with 396 stations declared sensitive out of a total of 937 stations where
polling will take place on Saturday. Meanwhile, 859 polling stations were declared sensitive in
District Central. The ECP has summoned 20 companies of Pakistan Army to be deployed in the
city to assist during the elections. Meanwhile, the Special Security Unit (SSU) of the Sindh police
said that 400 police commandos will be deployed in the city on polling day. The commandos will be
posted at highly sensitive polling stations and will be equipped with state-of-the-art weapons to
carry out their duties, said an SSU spokesman.

KARACHI: The nursing students and nursing associations have planned to stage a protest
demonstration tomorrow across Sindh against 'deliberate’ delay in nursing annual examination and
unnecessary 'interference’ of high-ups of Sindh Health Department in Sindh Nursing Examination
Board affairs, said Provincial Nurses Association (PNA) Focal Person Syed Shahid Hussain.
Reliable sources at Sindh Directorate of Nursing said the Nursing Department is considered the
backbone of health sector, but it had now reached the verge of collapse due to negligence and
slackness of relevant authorities. They said nursing examination, scheduled in September, could
not be conducted yet, despite lapse of three months due to poor planning and negligence by the
Health Department. They explained that provincial Health Department authorities could not appoint
permanent controller in Sindh Nursing Examination Board against vacant post after the removal of
controller on the apex court's order and additional charge had been given to Nursing Deputy
Director Habib Soomro, who also 'failed' to make arrangements to hold the examination on time.
The sources said nursing examination in Punjab, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were held
as per schedule in September, but unfortunately, examination in Sindh could not be held as yet.
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They said examination will commence from December 7th, as per new schedule, but the board
administration had again failed to make arraignments in this regard. PNA Focal Person Syed
Shahid Hussain said the nursing examination had been delayed in Sindh, and nursing associations
were planning to stage protest tomorrow, if Sindh Nursing Examination Board tries to postpone
exam again. When asked, Sindh Health Secretary Dr Saeed Ahmed Mangnejo said nursing
examination will be held as per schedule and all arrangement had been finalised in this regard. He
said Health Department officials were monitoring the affairs of nursing in order to bring
improvement in this important sector.

LAHORE: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Punjab President Mian Manzoor Ahmed Wattoo has
demanded the government to fix the support price of wheat at Rs 1,500 per 40 kilograms, while the
import of maze, even with import duty, be banned, as the commodity is surplus in the country. He
said in a statement issued on Wednesday that the support price issue of rice, wheat, cotton, maze
and potatoes should be addressed comprehensively in a way that the living standard of the
farmers’ community could get better. If the farmers are prosperous, the country would
automatically grow and its accumulating effects would run the wheel of the economy faster, he
observed. The PPP leader maintained that the ‘Kissan Package’ of the government was nothing
more than playing to the gallery through aggressive media campaign, and demanded that the land
holding limit for its application should be done to make it non-discriminatory, which is important for
its wider acceptance. He said more than 70% population of the country’s livelihood depend upon
the agriculture sector and therefore, the development of this sector should constitute the top
priority in government’s development strategy. But sadly, he said, the sector was not given the
importance it deserved. “The government is rather following the anti-agriculture policies, which
resulted in decline in exports and the sector did not achieve the target during the last financial
year,” he added. Wattoo pointed out that the frustration of the farmers’ community was tipping over
the edges, and standing up of farmers against the government anti-farmers’ policies would bring
the whole country down. The government should take immediate remedial measures to pre-empt
the situation of reaching the point of no return.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) will start giving possession of plots to the
allottees of Park Enclave housing project from December 28. Initially, possession in the areas
where 100 percent development work has been completed will be given while possession in the
areas where final touches are being given to finishing work will be handed over by February 2016.
According to press release, CDA Chairman, Maroof Afzal visited the Park Enclave housing project
site on Wednesday and reviewed the progress of ongoing development work. On the occasion,
Administration and Estate Member Amer Ali Ahmed also accompanied him. Project Director of
Park Enclave Housing Project briefed the chairman about the progress of development activities.
He apprised that Park Enclave housing project was launched on July 5, 2011 but development
work on this project remained stalled for years, however, sitting CDA management not only
prioritised the project but also devised an effective plan and started development work on this
project last year in August. CDA management took concrete steps to root out all hurdles hindering
the development activities and carried out development on war footing. After completion of
development work CDA would start handing over possession to the allottees from December 28,
2015 and finishing work in the remaining areas would be completed at fast pace. A Project Cost -1
(PC-1) of Rs 2.68 billion has been approved and after tendering contract amount to Rs 1.26 billion,
for the development work, has been awarded. This contract covers the construction of boundary
wall and main gate, development of road infrastructure, installation of tube wells, provision of
sewerage system and all other development works. Incumbent CDA Management promised the
allottees to hand over possession of their plots with in one year and now CDA is handing over
possession to all the alloottees in this month as per its commitment. CDA Chairman, Maroof Afzal
directed the project director to ensure completion of finishing work in next few days so that
possession could be handed over by December 28, 2015. He further directed to accelerate the
pace of finishing work and asked to submit daily progress report in this regard. He said that Park
Enclave is a pleasant addition to the housing facilities in the federal capital. He appreciated the
efforts of the relevant formations for ensuring quality in the development project.

ISLAMABAD: The government has allowed compressed natural gas (CNG) station operators that
they could directly import liquefied natural gas (LNG) without involving Pakistan State Oil in line
with a decision of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC). In this regard, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Resources has written a letter to Universal Gas Distribution Company
(UGDC), which has been set up by the CNG industry for the import of LNG and its consumption by
motorists in Punjab, an official says.LNG import, Nandipur plant: Govt denies corruption, presents
itself for probe Earlier, the ECC had approved a transaction model in March this year for LNG
import by the CNG industry through a special purpose vehicle under arrangements with private
players for re-gasification.The petroleum ministry has asked Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) to sign a supply agreement with UGDC for providing gas to the CNG stations. For this
purpose, the Third Party Access Rules have been suspended.This comes after UGDC approached
the ministry seeking allocation of pipeline capacity for transporting 75 million cubic feet of LNG per
day by using the transmission network of SNGPL.

RAWALPINDI: Two people were killed and two injured after a gas cylinder exploded in a junkyard
in the populated Dheri Hassanabad residential area on Wednesday.The explosion took place while
Sher Ali, and his cousin Ajmal Khan, were dismantling an old gas cylinder using a hammer in their
junkyard, at around 2pm.Mr Ali, who was around 30 years old, died on the spot. Mr Khan sustained
critical injuries and died upon reaching the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital. Romanullah, 10,
and Adnan Ali were also injured in the explosion after they were hit with flying metal debris from
the cylinder. They were shifted to DHQ hospital, where the injured child was also operated
on.Waqas Qadri, a local resident, told Dawn that his family heard the sound of an explosion
followed by screaming.“l was leaving my house when there was a loud ‘bang’,” he said. “It was like
a bomb explosion, so | ran back towards my house to see what was going on.”He said he could
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see the victims’ remains as well as the two injured individuals lying on the street. Police and
emergency services then arrived and shifted the injured to the hospital. No damage to nearby
buildings was reported.Sub-inspector Amjad Pervez, who was leading the investigation, said the
deceased were dismantling a small gas cylinder when it exploded.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's Ambassador to Japan Farukh Amil has stressed for establishing close
linkages between the universities and students of Japan and Pakistan. The ambassador
expressed these views at a dinner hosted at Pakistan residence for over 40 Pakistani academics,
intelligentsia, scholars and researchers, said a press release received from Tokyo. The
academicians are currently pursuing research and higher studies in different disciplines especially
in science and technology in Japan. The ambassador acknowledged the excellent work being
done by Pakistani academics and said that they could contribute immensely in image building and
creating a bridge between people of the two countries as well with the Pakistani community in
Tokyo. He stressed that such unity and fusion of purpose would be extremely beneficial and
accordingly has invited the sister government organisations present in Japan including National
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) and Pakistan International Airlines (PIA). The ambassador also highlighted
prime minister's vision for a "peaceful neighbourhood" for development and harmonious co-
existence with dignity. He especially outlined Pakistan's sacrifices and contributions for world
peace through peacekeeping activities. He urged the academics to share their knowledge with
people in Pakistan after completion of their studies in Japan. NBP General Manager Ashfaq Khan
stressed the need for Pakistanis to believe in ourselves and hoped that young scholars would
make a real difference. PIA Country Manager Abdul Jawad Khan emphasised on learning from
Japanese people, their development and society. Pakistan Students Association of Japan (PSAJ)
President Baber Sajjad encouraged academics to contribute in projecting soft image of Pakistan
through arranging different activities in their respective universities and institutions. Post-doctoral
Fellow Dr Muhammad Ibrahim, said the first priority of the Pakistani academics in Japan should be
to serve their country's rural areas and small cities.Ambassador Farukh Amil visited Satte Nishi
Junior High School, Saitama Prefecture where he highlighted the Pakistan-Japan relations in
perspective of diplomatic, economic, trade and education. The visit was a part of the embassy's
public diplomacy efforts. He was specially invited by the principal of school IsaoAso, said a
message received on Tuesday. Ambassador Amil also dilated upon the salient features of
Pakistan's contributions to the United Nations Peace-Keeping Operations (UNPKO) and the action
taken by the democratic governments in Pakistan for the empowerment of women.

RAWALPINDI: Increase in water bills by Rs 500 per month by post office for its colonies has
caused resentment among the employees. The employees of Post Office department have voiced
strong protest against this enhancement in the water bill and the employees association has
announced to resort to the court against this raise in the water charges. Post Office administration
has issued a circular saying that the water bill has been increased from Rs 208 per month to Rs
708 per month in respect of its employees residing in postal colonies including Golra More and RA
Bazaar. Younis Qureshi, central leader of NOPP, the post office employees association, said that
bureaucracy has done absolute injustice with the employees by increasing the water charges.
Orders have been issued for immediate recovery of these charges and we don't accept these
orders, he added. "We have prepared writ to file in the court and we will pursue all ways of protest
for acceptance of our demand for withdrawal of this anti employees order, he announced. On a
separate note, 13 more tube wells will be installed in the area of Chaklala Cantt to overcome
shortage of water. The work for installation of these tube wells is going to be started within a few
days and federal government has provided funds on this count. Chaklala Cantt Board (CCB) will
install the said tube wells. Vice President Raja Irfan Imtiaz said that these tube wells would be
installed in Gulistan colony, Tahli Mohri, Dheri, Lal Kurti, Tariq Abad and Lala Zar. Following the
installation of these tube wells, water supply to the areas of Chaklala Cantt will be improved.

QUETTA: The government is keen on eradicating polio virus from the country and officials
responsible for the next round of vaccination should put in extra efforts to make the campaign a
success, particularly in high-risk areas like Killa Abdullah, during the three-day campaign starting
on Dec 14.Commissioner Quetta Kambar Dashti and Coordinator Emergency Operation Centre
(EOC) Balochistan Dr Syed Saif Ur Rehman expressed these views during a meeting held to
review results of last campaign in Killa Abdullah and Pishin.Dr Saif Ur Rehman gave presentation
on the previous anti-polio drive especially in high-risk areas. He said that there had been
improvement in the past three campaigns but more efforts were needed to end polio virus
completely. He said the next campaign aimed at vaccinating over 2.4 million children in 30 districts
of the province.Kambar Dashti said: “Though, the last three campaigns have improved but we
need to do more until and unless every child of our province is vaccinated and protected from this
preventable disease”.Those who attended the meeting include Deputy Commissioner Killa
Abdullah Khuda-e-Dad, Unicef team leader Dr Jawahir Habib, WHO team leader Dr Ibrahim
Yallahow, BMGF representative Dr Masood Khan Jogezai, N-STOP Officer Dr Aftab Kakar,
Assistant Commissioners and officials of the Health Department.

KARACHI: At least 125 more dengue fever cases have been reported across Sindh in a week, out
of which 121 were detected from Karachi. Dengue fever has become a disease for all seasons in
Karachi due to negligence of authorities concerned, which is really a troublesome development for
Karachiites. Dengue cases are being reported even when the weather has already turned cold. As
per weekly report issued by Sindh Dengue Prevention and Control Program, a total 3,414 dengue
fever cases were reported from Sindh from January 1st, to till time, out of which 3,333 were
detected from Karachi. Ten people have died from dengue fever in the city this year so far. Around
125 dengue cases were emerged across the province, out of which 21 were reported from Karachi,
three from Hyderabad and one from Badin from November 23 to November 29. Report stated that
out of a total 3,414 dengue fever reported cases, 3,333 were reported from Karachi, 34 from
Hyderabad, nine from Larkana, eight from Mirpurkhas, seven from Umerkot, five from Jamshoro,
four from Shaheed Benazirabad, three each Thatta, Sukkur and Ghotki, two from Sanghar, one
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each from Shikarpur, Badin and Jacobabad.

LAHORE: The people of Lahore and other parts of the province are panicking as the Punjab Food
Authority (PFA) has failed to keep a check on flour, which is being sold to the general public
without proper sampling, Daily Times has learnt. As per details, every year, flourmills of Punjab are
alleged for grinding substandard wheat and some of them are fined and closed. The food
department has been reluctant to take samples (laboratory checking) of the consignments of all
flourmills being delivered to homes and hotels on daily basis. Some flourmill owners categorically
said that samples from consignments being delivered to consumers of Punjab are not taken and
neither checked on daily basis by the relevant department. On the other hand, PFA claims that it
has no complaints about the flour being sold in Lahore or other cities, whereas some hotel owners
and citizens have said that they had to return the flour bags purchased from reputed flourmills
either because they were substandard or were not sealed properly. Yagoob, a consumer, said that
the government should order the flour millers to print expiry date on flour bags along with proper
seals instead of a rough tag, which can easily detach. He claimed that the dealers of flour could
also change the contents of the bag if not properly sealed by the manufacturers. A consumer
suggested that PFA should introduce a number to register complaints and it should be imprinted
on the signboards located at main areas of the city and other parts of Punjab, which the
consumers could use. A PFA official, on condition of anonymity, reported that PFA has been
randomly checking the flour available in the market, and claimed that there were no complaints
about substandard quality of flour. He was also reluctant to provide details regarding these
complaints. When contacted, Punjab Food Director Fareeha was reluctant to give her legal stance
on the issue of substandard flour. Flourmill owners, including ex-president of Flourmills Association
Sufi Bilal, were also found reluctant to provide satisfactory response on the issue of substandard
flour being supplied to shops and hotels, despite issuance of quality wheat to flour millers every
year.

RAWALPINDI: In compliance with the orders of Punjab government it has been decided to start
enrolment of disabled persons in the government departments of Rawalpindi in December.
Rawalpindi Social welfare department has been assigned the task to enroll disabled persons in the
government and semi-government departments. Sources said that provincial government has
directed the government departments to fill the vacant posts in their respective subordinate
departments with disabled persons so that they could earn a respectable livelihood. In the light of
these directives the visually and hearing impaired and disabled men and women will be appointed
in the government departments including works and services, education, health, social welfare and
in others government departments on three years contract. Blind persons had staged a sit-in in
Lahore for being denied appointment in the government departments. Chief Minister Punjab
Shahbaz Sharif had promised to provide them employment. Social Welfare Department has
collected data of visually and hearing impaired persons from all over the district so that they could
be appointed in government and semi-government departments.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) Directorate of Health Services (DHS) has
challaned 40 unhygienic food outlets and issued 74 notices during the last months. CDA has
further expedited its campaign against food handlers that do not adhere to standards of hygiene.
Especially constituted teams are raiding the entire city to ensure the quality of food. Moreover, a
three-star restaurant at 18/1 market has been partially sealed in addition to the closing and sealing
of two sugarcane juice stalls at H9 weekly bazaar. Furthermore, many packets of unbranded
nimko, dozens of liters of sub-standard ketch-up, unbranded cooking oil, a large quantity of rotten
gauva, dozens of rotten banana and 36 un-hygienic cracked and chipped utensils, including cups,
plates, kettles etc were confiscated and destroyed there and then. CDA Member Administration
Amir Ali Ahmed has directed DHS to continue operation against sub-standard fruit and vegetable
sellers in the city to ensure the supply of hygienic food to the masses. He directed to ensure the
implementation of public health principles in accordance with the law and strict action against
sellers of sub-standard, un-hygienic and contaminated foodstuff. He directed to submit daily
progress report in this regard.

LAHORE: National Highways and Motorway Police (NH&MP) Inspector General Muhammad
Saleem Bhatti has said motorway police would have to work extraordinarily to maintain its high
standards. Addressing a road safety seminar on NH&MP Raising Day celebrations on Sunday, he
said the department has completed 18 years of excellence this November. The IG said a proposed
syllabus regarding road safety rules had been forwarded to the federal and provincial governments
to include it in educational curriculum from class 1 to 12 in order to create awareness among
people about road safety and traffic rules. “The NH&MP has served the people round the clock
over time and transform the policing standards,” he added. The DIG said effective planning and
implementation of traffic rules could help curtail fatal accidents, which caused deaths to 1.3 million
people across the world and 13,000 in Pakistan annually.

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) is going to hold local government (LG)
elections in 50 union councils (UCs) of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) today (Monday). In each
union council, voters will elect 13 representatives a chairman, vice chairman, six general members,
two women members, one labour member, one youth member and one non-Muslim member, said
spokesman of the ECP. He said that 2,396 candidates are in the field to contest election and
around 676,795 registered voters will use their right to vote. Out of the total registered voters
366,899 are men and 309,896 are women, he added. He said a total of 640 polling stations will be
established out of which 261 would be for males and 256 for females. However; 123 polling
stations will be combined for men and women. He further added that ECP will establish 2,156
polling booths for LG elections out of which 1,121 for males while 1,035 for females. There will be
one district returning officer and 10 returning officers for conducting LG elections in Capital. The
ECP will also depute 640 presiding officers (POs), 6,468 assistant presiding officers and 2,156
POs for conducting LB elections in the federal capital. Moreover, around 4,952 ballot boxes and
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2,152 screens of compartment would also be dispatched to the polling stations, he added. He said
that six kinds of ballot papers would be used on 13 seats of each union council and ECP has
dispatched over four million ballot papers to the district returning officers (DROs). He informed that
voters would use green ballot paper for seat of chairman and white for general seats. Moreover, a
voter would cast six votes in LG elections of the ICT, he added. The commission has also directed
the DROs to ensure that polling at all 640 polling stations to start on time. The polling will begin at
7am and continue till 5:30pm without any interruption. The balloting will continue for 10 hours
instead of nine. The commission has also directed the election staff to arrive at their respective
polling stations two hours prior to polling time, he said.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Ministry has announced the closure of all government offices at 2pm in
Islamabad in Monday to allow the civil servants to cast their ballot in the local government (LG)
elections. Majority of civil servants were expecting a local holiday on November 30, the day of the
elections, but Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan rejected the proposal moved by the
election commission and forwarded to him by the Ministry of Interior. According to reports,
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan said there would be enough time for the people to cast their votes during
the day and full-day holiday will not be granted as it would mean closure of the state institutions for
three consecutive days. He said those who are to exercise their right to vote can do so after 2PM.
He pointed out that nowhere in the world holiday is declared on elections day. In the past, public
holidays had been declared on the occasion of general elections and local holidays during the first
two phases of local government elections in Punjab and Sindh.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) is going to operate feeder buses to for the
metro bus stations and to enhance the overall traffic facilities in the federal capital. The authority is
in advance stage of planning to run 22 buses covering major routes and areas of the city to
facilitate the residents. On the designated routes, a bus will operate after 30 minutes. The process
for selection of the bus operators is likely to be commenced in December and it is expected that
the feeder routes would be operational within four months time. The initial estimate for operation
and maintenance of the feeder buses is Rs 200 to 250 million per annum. The transparent process
for hiring of the bus operators for operation and maintenance of the buses would be carried out at
the earliest. It is expected that the buses would not only facilitate the commuters embarking the
Metro Bus Service but also the general public. The authority has planned four routes for this
purpose. First route would be from Bhara Kahu upto Marghazar Zoo covering Dhokri, Aabpara,
federal government services hospital (Policlinic) and F6 sector. The second route would be from
Rawat to Faisal Mosque. Third route would be from Tarnol upto Fatima Jinnah (F9) Park/Ibn-e-
Seena road metro station and would cover Sector G13 and in between areas of G and F sectors
including Markaz G9 (Karachi Company). The fourth route would operate upto IJ Principal road
metro station starting from Railway Carriage Factory.

ISLAMABAD: Due to the local government elections, there will be no electricity loadshedding in
the federal capital until December 1.An official from lesco, who was not authorised to speak on
record, told Dawn that there will be no loadshedding in the city from 5pm on Sunday to 5am on
Tuesday.He said the decision was taken in order to minimise disturbances to polling and the
counting of ballot papers during the elections.However, residents of F-10 and F-11 sectors on
Sunday saw an electricity blackout from 9am to 4pm.The lesco official said the electric supply was
suspended due to annual maintenance of the grid station.
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