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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Flood Relief: Navy sends

three tons of ration
Express Tribune, August 23, 2015

Next 24 hours: Met Office

predicts intermittent rains
Express Tribune, August 23, 2015

Simple living: Life in the
katcha
Express Tribune, August 23, 2015

Voice of dissent:
‘Kalabagh Dam could have

prevented floods’
Express Tribune, August 23, 2015
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy relief and rescue operation ‘Madad’ continues to help flood-stricken
people of Sujawal, Chuhar Jamali and Shah Bandar in southern Sindh after providing support at
Sukkur, Khairpur, Pano Aqil, Larkana, Badin and Nawabshah in the north of the province.
According to a press release of Pakistan Navy, Sea King helicopters and Zulu boats have been
deployed in the flood-hit areas. During the last 24 hours, more than 500 hundred flood victims,
including women and children, have been evacuated to safe places. Over three tonnes of ration
has been airdropped through Seaking helicopters amongst the flood victims. Navy said that it has
stationed Marines at Surjani Bund and Bacha Bund dykes to observe flood situation. Moreover,
Navy teams helped local people plug breaches in a dyke near Chuahr Jamali.

ISLAMABAD: The Met Office has predicted rain coupled thundershower at scattered places
during the next 24 hours.According to the Met Office, rain was likely in Malakand and Hazara
divisions, Peshawar, Bannu, DI Khan, Mardan and Kohat, Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore,
Sargodha and Faisalabad, Islamabad, FATA, Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan during the next 24
hours.

Due to synoptic conditions, a seasonal low persists over north Balochistan and adjoining area
while monsoon currents were penetrating into upper parts of the country. A westerly wave was
also hovering over upper parts of the country and likely to persist till Monday.The prevailing high
temperatures in northerns parts with a combination of rainfall may trigger GLOF/ flashfloods in
Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral resulting high flows in rivers and streams of northern areas. During the
last 24 hours, weather remained hot and humid elsewhere in the country.

SUKKUR: They lead a simple life. Have been living like this for centuries. The katcha (riverbed)
has no electricity to power expensive tastes. Neither have these folk ever felt the need for it. It is
an unspoiled world, miles away from the hustle and bustle of the urban centres.Life in the katcha
begins every day at dawn, when the residents make their way to the fields.The katcha area is
spread over 700 kilometers between Guddu Barrage and Thatta. The land legally belongs to the
irrigation department, but the revenue department has allotted a lot of it for agriculture purposes.
The residents of these areas are mostly employed as peasants by influential persons, who either
possess the land by virtue of allotment or through forceful occupation. Some of these influential
persons have even occupied land in the middle of the river, near Sukkur barrage and the Lense-
Down Bridge.The lands mostly belong to the influential families of the area, including the Solangi,
Mazari, Kosh, Khoso, Jatoi, Mahar, Chachar, Leghari, Bozdar, Jagirani, Marfani and others. Some
of these influential persons have constructed ‘zamindari bunds’ in the middle of the river to
safeguard their crops in case of flooding. These bunds, in the event of high floods, prove
troublesome for the irrigation department, because the entire pressure is then put on the protective
bunds. Though the government claims to have demolished all the zamindari bunds in the Indus,
some of them still exist today. During a survey of the katcha, it was observed that most of the
residents work as peasants for influential landlords, chieftains, MNAS, MPAS and police officers.
The former not only work on the lands, but also look after their livestock.Earlier, some criminals
had occupied lands in the katcha of some districts of Upper Sindh, including Kashmore-Kandhkot,
Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Sukkur, Ghotki and Khairpur. Most of them have either been killed by the
police or have moved to the ‘pacca’ areas. However, the most notorious dacoit of Southern
Punjab, Chotu Bakhrani, and Sulto Shar of Sindh jointly occupy over 1,400 acres of land in the
katcha at the bordering areas of Sindh and Punjab. Recent joint operations against them proved
quite futile, except that the police allegedly managed to take away wheat worth millions of rupees.

An island of cultivation

A huge island has been formed near the Sukkur barrage due to the permanent closure of 10 of its
gates. This island has been forcefully occupied by a serving senior police official, where his men
are seen working and growing vegetables, which are later sold in the local market. Another island
near the Lense-Down Bridge near Rohri is also under the occupation of this influential police
officer, where his men grow vegetables too. The irrigation officers, who are supposed to take
action against the occupation of the islands, seem to be too scared of the police officer and have
simply sent a report in this regard to their seniors.Haji Mohammad Siddiq, Dilbar, Ghulam Ali and
Ehsan Ali claim they have been living in the katcha since their forefathers. They work on the lands
of influential persons on the basis of shares in the yield. With the land so fertile, they often get a
bumper crop of wheat. This is, however, not enough for their yearly stock and they earn their
livelihood through the sale of livestock or milk.For his part, Sukkur Commissioner Mohammad
Abbas Baloch said that the residents of the katcha areas were living without any facility from the
government and were playing a vital role in boosting the agro-economy. Baloch reminisced the
time when former prime minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had established police stations in the katcha
areas. As an incentive for the policemen deployed on duty in the katcha areas, the government
had also allotted 65 acres of land attached to every police station. This too did not prove to be
enough motivation and the police stations have now been abandoned.

PESHAWAR: Tehreek-e-Istaglal Central President Rehmat Khan Wardag lashed out at politicians
for making the Kalabagh Dam issue controversial. Speaking at a press conference at Peshawar
Press Club on Saturday, Wardag said Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif should call an all parties
conference to discuss the construction of the dam and develop a national consensus over the
issue. “The Kalabagh Dam could have prevented floods in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and
Punjab.” He said the armed forces should launch a military offensive against militants in all parts of
the country. “The National Action Plan has not been implemented in Punjab as yet,” Wardag said.
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Chitral flood victims:
Khursheed Shah writes to

PM Nawaz
Express Tribune, August 22, 2015

Washed away: 10 die as
rain brings trail of

destruction in K-P
Express Tribune, August 22, 2015

Low-lying areas flooded

with rainwater
Express Tribune, August 22, 2015
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He said an operation should take place in Punjab just the way it is being carried out in rest of the
country. Condemning the attack on Punjab Home Minister Shuja Khanzada, he said, “The
government should announce compensation for those who were martyred in the suicide attack in
Attock.”

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Opposition in the National Assembly Syed Khursheed Shah has put
forward some suggestions to Prime Minister to ameliorate the sufferings of people affected by the
recent floods in Chitral district.In his letter to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif he highlighted that
houses of the flood affectees need to be constructed for which the government should provide land
free of cost.Shah who visited the area on August 12, said about seven hundred houses have been
completely destroyed while 300 have been partially damaged in the area. These houses need to
be reconstructed, he said. Besides addressing housing issues he suggested that agriculture loans
in the district be waived.Similarly loans taken by the flood affectees from the House Building
Finance Corporation should also be waived. He said residents of Chitral may either be offered
subsidy over wheat like Gilgit Baltistan or wheat be distributed free of cost.

DI KHAN / SHABQADAR / PESHAWAR: At least 10 people died while over a dozen others were
injured as heavy rain coupled with strong winds lashed various parts of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa.Villages across Shabgadar witnessed a heavy downpour on Thursday night. As a
result, five people lost their lives while three others were wounded. There was no electricity in the
area from 8pm onwards till the filing of this report the next day.Maize crops also took a pounding
from the heavy rain which lasted an hour, while fruit and vegetable fields were also destroyed. In
MC 3-Shabqgadar, three of a family were killed when the roof of their house caved in. Meanwhile, in
Battagram union council, two minors died under similar circumstances. Three others were also
wounded in two roof collapses. In Jamrud tehsil of Khyber Agency, three minors also died in a roof
collapse incident. Two others lost their lives in rain-related incidents in Bannu. Meanwhile, a
poultry farm was washed away by floodwater in the Prang area of Mohmand Agency. The owner
claimed as many as 3,000 chickens were lost. A shop was destroyed when it was struck by
lightning in the Baizai subdivision.

Turned on its head

Eight people were injured when a passenger bus overturned at Sarband Chowk on Bara Road. A
Rescue 1122 team saved the passengers with the help of water rescue vans and ambulances and
shifted them to a hospital.Rescuers rushed to Kachi Muhala, Kala Bhari where walls of houses
collapsed while water entered houses in Askari-V, Pawakai, Nothia, Abdara Road, Landi Sarak,
Wahid Garhi, Tehkal, Abshar Colony and Palosai. Motorway billboards were strewn all over the
road due to the strong winds. Electric supply lines were also damaged.Wapda officials did not
attend any phone calls which further infuriated the people. Insiders said some 43 grid stations
tripped and electricity could not be restored to the majority of Peshawar till late on Friday evening.
Pesco Spokesperson Shaukat Afzal said four men working on the restoration of power were
injured. The heavy transmission line of Wapda on Landai Sarak also collapsed which forced
residents to remain in the dark throughout the night.The rain may have eased off the heat in
Peshawar, but locals spent most of their Thursday night clearing standing water from houses,
shops and markets. The roads were also inundated by torrential rainfall. An official confirmed the
high intensity rain broke the heatwave in the city. Electricity supply was also disrupted for a few
hours in Gulbahar, Saddar, Hayatabad and other areas.The Peshawar district administration
reported five houses were completely damaged while five others were partially damaged. PDMA
has authorised the district administrations to provide compensation to the families of the deceased
and provide relief if necessary.The torrential rain also caused interruptions in flight schedules at
Bacha Khan International Airport on Thursday night. Officials said windows of a private plane were
broken and the airport administration stated that an international flight was delayed till the morning.
The domestic and international arrival of flights to Peshawar was shifted to Islamabad.A total of
54mm of rain fell over the city itself, while 64mm lashed the province overall.

DI Khan inundated

The heavy storm in DI Khan may have brought reprieve from the heat for some in DI Khan, but
others suffered in the rain, especially inmates of DI Khan Central Jail. Prisoners suffered as the
jail's front wall collapsed and water was leaking into their cells in other parts of the
building.Recently, a session’s judge from DI Khan visited the prison and warned that officials would
be held responsible if a prisoner is injured due to a structural collapse.

More rain

Scattered rain and thunderstorms with isolated heavy falls are expected in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
from Friday to Monday, the Met department said. Due to the interaction of monsoon currents and a
westerly wave, isolated parts of Hazara, Peshawar and Mardan Divisions and the catchment areas
of major rivers may receive heavy rainfall from Friday night to Sunday.There was also a warning of
flash floods due to the combination of high temperatures and rainfall in the northern areas.

LAHORE: Rain water pooled in various parts of the city on Friday after a heavy downpour that
lasted throughout the day. DCO Captain Muhammad Usman inspected drainage arrangements at
Nabha Road, Qurtaba Chowk and Lakshmi Chowk and checked if the relevant staff were present
at their posts. He requested workers of the Water and Sanitation Authority, towns administration
and the Lahore Waste Management Company to complete drainage in low-lying areas of the city.
He said there was no water stagnant at metro stations and rain water in the most of areas had
been drained. The LWMC, in a statement on Friday, said the company had conducted operations
to clean up 1,500 plots in various parts of the city including Wahga, Nishter and Ravi Town areas.
LWMC Management Director Khalid Majeed inspected the choking points and low-lying areas of
the city to inspect cleanliness arrangements. However, despite a notice by the Supreme Court, rain
water pooled at the gate of the SC Lahore registry and most of the traffic had to be diverted to an
alternate road. In a hearing of a case on the issue of water drainage, WASA MD Chaudhry Naseer

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

=

Journalists

PMD issues weather
advisory for K-P as floods
affect over 1.5m across

Pakistan
Express Tribune, August 22, 2015
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to rebuild lives in flood-hit
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Pakistan Today, August 22, 2015

836 relief camps
established in flood hit

areas: NDMA
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Senate delegation delivers
relief goods for Chitral
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Resettling flood victims
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had assured the Supreme Court that the construction of the Chauburji Disposal Station had
entered its final phase and the problem would be solved as soon as it was completed. He also said
that rain water would be drained using motor-pumps.

ISLAMABAD: A day after rains left 10 people dead in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, the Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD) on Saturday issued a weather advisory for for the province, and
some other parts of Pakistan warning that they are at risk of being hit by another spell flooding.The
Met Office has predicted that thunder showers with isolated heavy rainfalls are expected in K-P,
upper Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir from Friday to Monday.“August 23 and 24 are very
critical for K-P, northeast Punjab, hill torrents in DG Khan, Rajanpur and nearby areas as moderate
to heavy rains are expected in these areas which could generate flooding and it is expected that
water level in rivers could rise high,” said Director General PMD Dr Ghulam Rasul while talking
to The Express Tribune.Rasul further said that the Met Office has directed all the concerned
departments to remain on high alert from Friday to Monday and take maximum preventive
measures in order to avoid massive damages and loss of human lives.Sharing details, he said
monsoon currents have already entered upper parts of the country from Thursday and a westerly
wave is also likely to grip those areas on Friday evening.This will cause heavy rain falls in isolated
areas of Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Hazara, Peshawar, Mardan Divisions and the catchment areas
of major rivers may receive heavy at times very heavy falls during Friday night to Sunday.Dr Rasul
said that this spell will be of short period, however, it is expected that in Pakistan monsoon season
will remain active till the second week of September.Meanwhile, talking to The Express Tribune,
Sub-Divisional Officer at Rawal Dam Rana Bilal said that they had received the weather forecast
for Friday till Monday. In light of the predictions, they had opened the spillways of Rawal Dam on
Friday evening by 0.5 feet to create space for the storage of rain water.“So far around 3,945 acre
feet of water has been discharged into to the dam,” he added.

According to the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), so far 1,516,174 people have
been affected by floods across the country. Around 216 people have been killed due to the
floods.The highest causalities have been reported in K-P, so far, where floods have killed 95
people and some 99 people have sustained injuries.Punjab follows where 55 causalities have
been reported and 11 have sustained injuries. AJ&K has reported 26 causalities and five people
were injured.

Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly Syed Khursheed Shah has called on Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif to alleviate the sufferings of people affected by the recent floods in Chitral.In
a letter to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Friday, Shah said that the houses of flood affectees
need to be constructed and for this purpose, the government should provide them land free of
cost.Shah, who visited the area on August 12, said about 700 houses there had been completely
destroyed, while 300 were partially damaged by floods.He further said that loan acquired by flood
affectees from the House Building Finance Corporation as well as agriculture loans in the district
should be waived-off.The opposition leader further suggested that residents of Chitral be either
offered a subsidy on wheat similar to how it is being done in Gilgit-Baltistan or the commodity be
distributed free of cost to them as done by the government in Thar.Further, Shah, while
highlighting that the literacy rate in Chitral is now 67 per cent, called on the premier to upgrade a
campus to a full-fledged university, he added.He also called for enhancing the number of seats
reserved for students of Chitral in engineering and medical universities.

ISLAMABAD: Some 836 relief camps have been set up in various areas of the country for flood hit
people.According to National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), over 306,885 persons are
housed in the flood relief camps.And 150 medical camps are also working in various affected
areas to provide relief to the marooned people. Total 1,478,436 persons have been affected by the
floods, 1,197,932 of them evacuated from their areas. As many as persons have lost their lives
and 183 sustained injuries while 23,924 houses damaged in 3,932 affected villages.As many as
110,327 tents, 5,303.81 ton ration, 6,500 tarpaulins and 10,197 blankets have been distributed in
flood hit areas.

ISLAMABAD: A three-member delegation of the Senate, headed by Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
reached Chitral on Friday to deliver relief goods to the flood victims and expressed solidarity with
the affected families. The visit was undertaken on behalf of Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani who
decided to ship medicines and food items worth Rs 2 million to the flood-affected families of
Chitral.

The Senate chairman, at that time said, “Since the Senate is the house of federation, it was its
responsibility to help people in distress.” The delegation was received by Chitral Deputy
Commissioner Aminul Haq, Chitral Scouts head Colonel Naeem and senior officers of the district
administration. They thanked the senators for prompt and generous support.

ISLAMABAD: Every year, floods wreak havoc across the country. Our so-called welfare state is
unable to resolve this gigantic problem. The recent floods have affected over one million people,
exposing the widening gap between different institutions and their inability to effectively respond to
emergencies. Given that there is a likelihood of flooding every year due to torrential monsoon
rains, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) should have convened to formulate policies. Unfortunately, the
psychological mindset of our stakeholders is elitist, instead of service-oriented. They seem
ignorant of peoples’ suffering. Some of the causes of floods are lack of proper urban management,
no solid waste management system, no scientific utilisation of planning, unrestricted dumping of
solid waste and illegal sand mining. Settlement of people near rivers has also added to the
plethora of problems. To solve the issue, the federal and provincial governments should allocate a
generous amount of resources to disaster management, inter alia, implementation of disaster
reduction strategies, policies, laws and regulation by streamlining all institutions. Engagement of all
state institutions is vital in this regard.
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Similarly, land-use policy development and implementation is sine qua non for disaster reduction.
There are many sewages passing through the biggest cities of Pakistan, which are continuously
damaging the lives and assets of people. The government should make alternative arrangements
for the people living near the sewages and resettle them so as to decrease their risk of being
exposed to diseases or other harm. With the establishment of proper housing plans and
development of building codes, the government can significantly reduce damages. The federal
government should also empower local authorities via decentralisation and allocate resources for
the proper formulation and implementation of policies. Needless to say, training of government
officials is a prerequisite to honing the skills needed to manage scientifically, make decisions and
formulate prescient policies. Similarly, there must be proper accounting of disaster risk in the form
of scientific collection of data, manuals, mapping standards, operating procedures and estimates.
There must also be proper coordination between the NDMA and the PDMAs for coherent policies
and sustainable development. Lastly, there must be technical assessment of flood impacts on
agriculture, health, housing and education. With the help of these assessments, it will be easy for
district administrators to resettle flood-affected people. Muhammad Wajid Munir

PESHAWAR: Chitral DC Aminul Haq has constituted 22 teams on Thursday to compile a report on
the damage caused by heavy rain and flash floods in Chitral. The teams have been established on
the directives of Provincial Disaster Management Authority and will comprise employees from
various departments. Haq has instructed the teams to carry out a survey and submit a report within
10 days so that the provincial government can take a series of steps to carry out reconstruction
work. Heavy rain lashed Chitral in mid-July. This resulted in a flash flood that left a trail of death
and destruction in its wake.

SUKKUR: With the flood almost over and the waterlevels falling below the 400,000 cusec mark at
the Guddu and Sukkur barrages, people in the relief camps have been left unattended and are
being forced to make arrangements of their own.

Thousands of houses in the katcha areas have been damaged due to the wrath of the Indus River
and reports speak of people leaving the relief camps to return to their villages in order to put their
homes back together.Following the very high flood at the Guddu and Sukkur barrages, the district
administrations, with the help of the Provincial Disaster Management Authority, had established
relief and medical camps at the protective embankments. During the peak flood VVIP visits to the
affected areas and barrages were frequent, resulting in the flood victims receiving proper care,
including cooked food or dry ration, tents and medical facilities for themselves and their
livestock.Ghulam Ali Ogahi, a resident of the Jam Sonharo village near Kandhkot, told the media
that, in the initial stage, they received cooked food and dry ration at the relief camps, but after the
water receded in the River Indus, no one seemed interested in their problems. He claimed that the
dry ration bags are being distributed among those who never belonged to the katcha area.

The PDMA director-general, Salman Shah, refuted the villagers’ claims. He said that 7,000 bags of
dry ration have been given to the district administrations of Kashmore-Kandhkot and Ghotki each,
while 1,000 bags of rations have been sent to district Khairpur. “Now it is upon the district
administrations to distribute it among the flood affected people,” he said.The deputy commissioner
Kashmore-Kandhkot, Dr Hafeez Sial, pointed out that as the waterlevel has receded and the
majority of the flood affected people have left the camps, therefore distribution of rations has been
stopped. The deputy commissioner Ghotki, Tahir Watto, was not available for comments.Reports
from Kashmore-Kandhkot district speak of the ineptitude and dismissive attitude of the district
administration from day one. Though relief camps were established on the protective
embankments and some displaced residents of the katcha had taken shelter there, nobody took
care of them, except during the VVIP visits. Now, the displaced persons are waiting for the
waterlevel to recede further so that they can move back to their villages and rebuild their damaged
houses. Similar reports have been received from other districts of upper Sindh including
Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Ghotki, Sukkur, Khairpur and others.

Residents of Mordir area of Mastuj, Chitral have pressed the revenue department and provincial
government to provide them land and assistance to build houses in Qaglasht.Speaking at a news
conference at Chitral Press Club on Wednesday, a large number of residents said their immediate
homes stand the risk of being destroyed by floods and landslides. As a result, they have no option
but to move to safer areas. Locals asked the authorities to help them build their homes in
Qaglasht.

Disaster in waiting

The conference was attended by a large number of elders from Mordir.“Around 3,000 acres of land
in Qaglasht belong to the residents of Mordir,” one of the elders said. “However, the Revenue
department had declared it government property during land settlement.”He added a large number
of residents still benefit from the pastures in Qaglasht.“Many of them graze their animals in
Qaglasht and get fuel wood from there,” the elder said. “However, they do not have permission to
build their houses in the area.”Speaking on the occasion, another elder said several people have
lost their lives due to floods and landslides in the area. The risk of further destruction remains
imminent.“Residents of all 350 houses in Mordir want to vacate their houses and move to safer
areas,” he added

Helping hand

The elders also urged the government to establish an irrigation system in Qaglasht to ensure
residents do not face any inconvenience when they move there.“Mordir was affected by floods and
landslides some 30 years ago,” an elder said. “The government and irrigation department at that
time had asked residents to vacate their areas and start building houses in Qaglasht area.
However, they were unable to do so at the time as many of them had faced enormous financial
losses during the floods. The situation prevails this time around as well. The people of Mordir do
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not have the money to build houses and will need assistance.”
Natural calamity

At least 300,000 individuals from various parts of Chitral have been affected by heavy rain and
flash floods.Of these, 60,000 families have been affected in Mastuj, 25,000 in Kalash Valley and
the remaining in other parts of the district — including Boni, Garam Chashma and Orghoch.Dozens
of bridges and link roads have been washed away by gushing waters of the floods. The Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa government has already approved Rs140 million for the restoration of link roads and
to carry out relief activities.

CHITRAL: General Officer Commanding, Malakand Division, Major General Nadir Khan along with
Commissioner Malakand, Usman Gul paid a to Chitral and inspected the flood-hit areas. At the
helipad MPA Sardar Hussain Babak and Assistant Commissioner, Minhasuddin received them
from where they went to Sub Division Mastooj to inspect the road link recently constructed. The
road was badly damaged due to floods in the area and was reconstructed in shortest possible time
by the FWO. Sardar Babak informed the GOC and Commissioner that the road was a major link
between Chitral and Sub Division Mastooj and its reconstruction on war footing was need of the
hour. However, he said widening of this road was much essential as future floods could cause
erosion and damage to it. He suggested that the mountain besides the road should be cut down to
widen the road and major damage could be averted in future. The General Officer Commanding,
Major General, Nadir Khan directed the Commanding Officer of FWO, Lieutenant Colonel Jamal to
make arrangement for widening of roads and construct a guardrail alongside the banks of the river
to revert any damage.Later, Nadir Khan accompanied by Commandant Chitral Scouts Colonel
Naeem Igba also visited the affected parts of Garam Chashma to inspect the rehabilitation work
there.

The federal government has yet to install four modern radars for predicting accurate weather and
to issue early warning to the departments concerned before time. This would help avoid huge
human, agriculture and property loss.In 2010, after floods devastated Pakistan, it was announced
that a modern radar would be installed in Gwadar. Three outdated radars in Lahore, Sialkot and
Mangla dam were also to be replaced with new ones.A senior official, currently working closely
with the disaster relief work who wished not to be named, said that Pakistan is under the influence
of climate change.“The government however still does not seem concerned enough to take
necessary precautionary measures to avoid extensive losses due to the impact of climate change,”
said the official. This year Pakistan was first hit by a heatwave that had claimed over 1,000 lives, he
reminded. This was followed by a flash flood which according to National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) killed 208 people and affected 1,473,893 people, he said.“Such weather events
are a wakeup call for the government to start working on a war footing to protect people before it's
too late,” said the official.Confusion and a lack of coordination were felt between the Planning
Commission of Pakistan, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and Pakistan
Meteorological Department regarding installation of these radars.Talking to The Express Tribune,
Ahmed Kamal, member NDMA said that currently there was no need to replace old radars as they
were functioning well. He said that two new radars — one in Karachi and another in Islamabad —
will be installed in September this year. This installation will take place with the help of Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA).On the other hand a senior official at the Planning
Commission of Pakistan who wished not to be named shifted the blame to Met Office bureaucracy.
He said that they were not clear on whether the old radars were functioning well or not.The official
said huge amounts of money are involved in the installation of these radars. Therefore the Met
Office people are trying to siphon off the money under the pretence of installing radars.WWhen
contacted Director General Met Office Dr Ghulam Rasul said there is an urgent need to replace the
outdated radars as they are more than a decade old.

The Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) has yet to respond to requests for
medicines and financial assistance for the flood-affected population in Chitral. This was stated in a
health department report released earlier this month. According to a copy of the document
available with The Express Tribune, the district health department had repeatedly made these
demands after an acute shortage of medicines was witnessed in the region.“The district health
officer has already requested PDMA for medicines and financial assistance,” stated the report.
“Moreover, the demands have also been endorsed by the department of health. However, the
district health department’s appeals have not been entertained yet.”Speaking to The Express
Tribune, an official of the health department confirmed that PDMA has not responded to
pleas.“There is a strong likelihood of an outbreak of diseases,” he said. “If aid is not provided, the
situation will spiral out of control.”

A grinding halt

The report also drew attention to how heavy rain and flash floods in Chitral have negatively
impacted the lives of people.“At least 12 health facilities—including basic health units, civil
dispensary and rural health centres — were completely destroyed during the floods in Chitral,” read
the document. “In order to address the health needs of the flood-affected population, 16 free
medical camps have been set up so far.”According to the report, interruptions in power supply
have also created problems for the maintenance of cold chains which are used to store
vaccines.“At least 12,657 people have been treated in August,” stated the document. “Of these,
1,125 have been treated for acute diarrhoea, 1,500 for acute respiratory infections, 1,130 for
diarrhoea, 386 for skin diseases, 68 for injuries, 277 for eye infections, 161 for dysentery, 11 for
malaria and around 7,000 for other diseases.”

Emergency response

As per the report, the provincial government has asked Unicef to provide oral rehydration sachets,
water purification tablets and tents to cater to medical issues on a temporary basis.“World Health
Organization has also been asked to provide vehicles for emergencies,” stated the report. “Lady

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



AE INFORMED

<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLET]

Meeting discusses
reconstruction of flood-hit

areas
Chitral Today, August 19, 2015

Dozens of villages
inundated, crops damaged

due to flood in river Sutlej
onlineindus.com, August 19, 2015

Flood in Sutlej inundates
30 villages
The Nation, August 19, 2015

Take heed of recent
floods, environmentalists

tell govt
The News, August 19, 2015

4. %2015 www.alhasan.com
v

health workers are also providing health services through a series ofdoor-to-door drives.”"However,
the director general of PDMA could not be reached for comments despite repeated attempts to
contact him.

Natural disaster

Heavy rains and flash floods lashed the region in mid-July. The natural calamity resulted in
casualties and widespread destruction. A large number of houses, shops and roads were swept
away. Furthermore, the floods dealt a critical blow to local businesses. A majority of link roads
were washed away by floodwater and it became difficult to carry out relief work. However, some
volunteers and NGOs took a series of innovative steps to assist the flood-stricken population.

BOONI:All line department heads attended a meeting chaired by MPA Sardar Hussain here. The
agenda of the meeting was the rehabilitation of the flood-affected people and the reconstruction of
damaged infrastructure.AC Mastuj briefed the participants about the post-flood devastations in
upper Chitral.According to C&W officials, 143 million rupees were released for the District Council
Chitral and a proposal for Rs166 million was sent to the commissioner Malakand for approval.As
many as 75 percent road are open in upper Chitral while upper Yarkhun and Rech roads will open
within two to three days.The XEN irrigation said the flood washed away 495 irrigation channels and
after the assessment the department needed 692 million rupees for reconstruction of these water
channels on an urgent basis. He said his department needed 450 million rupees for the protection
walls. He said after the flood the department received only 11 million rupees which were not
enough for the rehabilitation.Public Health Department officials told the meeting that 77 pipeline
projects were destroyed in upper Chitral and with the cooperation of NGOs and the local
community 11 of the projects were restored. There is a need for at least 10 million rupees to
complete the restoration work.According to EDO education, 24 schools were completely damaged
in Chitral and there is a need for tents to run temporary classes.The EDO female requested the
MPA, Sardar Hussain, to divert the 25 million rupees allocated for the security measures towards
the reconstruction of the damaged schools. TMA Mastuj complained regarding the unavailability of
funds and heavy machinery.The AKRSP head briefed the meeting about the AKF And Focus relief
operation in the flood-affected areas of upper Chitral. MPA Sardar Hussain assured the all the line
departments that the KP and federal governments would provide billions of funds to the flood
affected district of Chitral soon after the complete assessment of the damages.

KASUR: Dozens of villages and standing crops were inundated as water level increases in Sutlej
river at Ganda Singh Wala was recorded 62,000 cusecs which is likely to reach to 70,000 cusecs
in the evening, said irrigation department sources.As many as 30 villages and standing crops at
hundreds of acres of land in Hakowala Warda, Nagar, Gatti Klanjar, Mabuki, Bheki Wand, Sehjra,
Ratneywala, Basti Chanda Singh, Mastey Ki Basti Bangladesh and other villages were affected by
the flood water.The volunteers of Rescue 1122 were carrying out rescue operation in flooded
villages while district administration was making announcements to get vacated low lying areas
and the areas of other side of River Sutlej.

KASUR : Flood in River Sutlej have destroyed standing crops over hundreds of acres in dozens
villages of the district. Currently water level is recorded 18 feet at Talwar Post and is on the
decline, whereas at Head Ganda Singhwala, it has been recorded at 49,000 cusec. The floodwater
has caused devastation in more than 30 villages. Rescue 1122 is busy with helping out the
affectees and the provincial authority is asking people, living in low-lying areas to shift to safer
places. However, many families are still reluctant to evacuate their homes. According to Kasur
DCO Adnan Arshad Aulakh, relief camps have been set up at 14 places and leaves of the
government employees have been cancelled. Rescue 1122, Civil Defence, Health, Livestock and
other departments have been put high alert to cope with the emergency, the DCO said. However,
people complained that the administration do not provide boat service at dawn and dusk due to
which people, on the other side of the river, are facing shortage of food and drinking water.They
also complained that neither their animals are being vaccinated nor any medical facility is being
provided to the ailing people.

HYDERABAD: The government should learn a thing or two from the recent frequent floods and
remove all artificial barriers restricting the river flow, water experts and environmentalists said on
Tuesday.According to them, the river Indus flood 2010, carrying around 1,200,000 cusecs of water
exposed the government’s preparedness at that time. Now, even 650,000 cusecs of water has
created almost similar situation, causing displacement and destruction everywhere. They predicted
that if the government could not realize now and learn lessons, the province may be ruined by
merely 300,000 cusec water in the near future.The flood water in the river Indus has swept the
entire roads, infrastructure and barriers in the catchment area, they said.A professor Ismail
Kumbhar, who has conducted a study on the river embankments, earlier linked the recent floods to
the ignorance of the government. “Despite huge claims, it has failed to remove artificial barriers
within river bed and catchment area even after five years of the 2010 floods,” he said. The
government is yet to initiate forest cover, in order to avoid any destruction, as natural forests can
provide shields to avert disasters.“This year’s flood is enough for authorities to remove blockades
from the river bed and catchment area,” he said, adding that the poor peasant families should have
alternate livelihood and permanent accommodations to shift their families to safety.“l saw how
influential landlords put their farmers engaged with excavators and tractors to strengthen earthen
wall to save their banana crops in Thatta district,” Kumbhar said, “But now the same crops,
standing in the natural route have become flooded.” It is not a single example; entire area of forest
land has been given lease to certain politically influential persons for 99 years and these people
have cleaned the forests and used the land for cultivation.He suggested formation of a law that
allows only landless farmers to have pieces of land to cultivate for vegetables during winter season
and the imposition of a ban on cultivation of crops in monsoon season to avoid loss, like the
farmers are experiencing now.Prof Kumbhar said riverine communities should be motivated with
incentives to plant forests on their own and stay watchful to avoid cutting any trees in their areas.
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This is the only way out to protect the environment and avoid effects of heat waves and viral
attacks on crops. Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) chairperson Muhammad Ali Shah, who led the
caravan for keeping the rivers free, from Jamshoro to Islamabad with hundreds of activists two
years ago, said, “Flood is a lifeline of the river, which benefits all creatures, depending on the river
stream.”The river used to feed forests, lakes and natural ponds on its way to the Indus Delta, long
ago. But now the river flow has been chained within several embankments and in result flood is
sweeping entire infrastructures, causing loss to the humans and their properties and the
government is doing nothing to help the affected.Shah said there is no forest cover to maintain the
river flow and recharge the underground water level and ecology. He reiterated the demand to
restore the environmental flow of the river, by removal of all barriers instantly. At least 1.5 million
persons, residing in 2.2 million acre catchment area, have been affected and majority of them have
been pushed to shift their families and livestock to safer places.

Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Sindh claims to have evacuated 886,461
persons with 559,615 livestock heads from 2,883 villages affected in the 14 districts from upper
riparian Kashmore district to tail end Sujawal and Thatta districts. The stream has also hit various
small towns with a large number of villages, where people never paid heed to warning calls.Flood
water level at Kotri barrage was recorded on Tuesday at 534919 cusecs, while at Sukkur barrage
480,080 and Guddu Barrage 462,657 cusecs. Furthermore, there is a forecast of a third flow from
Punjab within the next few days.While visiting katcha area near Kotri, which is inundated due to
rising flood water in the river Indus, it was witnessed that the water is touching embankments on
both sides in the twin cities, Kotri and Hyderabad. Villagers along Kotri side of the river are trying to
strengthen the embankment to save nearby villages. However, the local activists say it is an effort
to protect Kotri City, which is the headquarter of the Jamshoro district, under threat of inundation.
Though, they have succeeded so far, but many villages have already come under water due to
rising level of water in downstream Kotri Barrage. It is pertinent to mention that around 7000
families belonging to Karo Khaho, Kolhi Goth, Machhi Goth, a large number of scattered houses in
Multani Mayan and wide low-lying area of Kotri City itself have come under water.PPP MPA Dr
Sikandar Shoro was at the site near Kotri city to monitor the construction of protective
embankment meant to shield 27 villages and main Kotri city. He said more than 500 volunteers
from the neighbouring villages have come to work here to protect their villages.There were at least
45 excavators, dumpers and tractors engaged to strengthen the embankment around Kotri and
surrounded villages, located at 7-km area. The MPA said Jamshoro district government
departments are also cooperating in this regard.Roshan Saha, an activist of Vanjheri Village,
located at National Highway said, “Stress points include Hala New, Hala Old, Bhanoth, Old
Saeedabad, Sekhat, Bao Dero in Matiari District, as SM Bund is said to be vulnerable.”

A large number of people were seen working day and night, fearing possibility of breaches in the
embankment. “There is a fear among residents of neighbouring villages along main national
highway and they are watchful to avert mishap,” Shah said, who is monitoring the vulnerable points
in the area.

Flash flood washes away HUNZA: Heavy rains and flood washed away eight bridges and 70 Kilometre of Karakoram
bridges, part of KKH in Highway (KKH) in upper Hunza.Local people are struggling to cope with the situation, as two more
Hunza villages were inundated. The floods hit Kirmin, Khill, Spinch and Zoodokhon villages, destroying
Daily Times. Auaust 19. 2015 crops and at least three houses. The recent floods have affected over four villages and almost

y » AUg ’ 4,500 people in the newly formed Hunza District of Gilgit Baltistan. The people of upper Hunza
were cut off from the rest of the districts after the floods washed away bridges and roads.

Flood control drive meets THATTA: The provincial government’s efforts to remove obstructions from the natural course of
with violent resistance in the Indus River in order to contain further devastation by floodwater overtopping its embankments
Thatta in Thatta and Sujawal districts met with violent resistance from some influential growers who on
Dawn News. Auqust 18. 2015 Monday thrashed officials and workers of the irrigation department after holding them hostage for
» AUg ¢ hours.

Irrigation superintending engineer of Baghar Mori circle Abdul Qadir Palijo complained to his
highups in the department including the irrigation secretary as well as Thatta revenue officials and
the police that he and through his team of subordinate officials and workers tried to dismantle a
couple of zamindari bunds (illegally raised protective dykes) near the Ghail Mori area but a group
of guards hired by the influential growers concerned attacked them. “The violent group
misbehaved with us and then thrashed the irrigation staff and other workers. One of the workers,
Mr Kalu, sustained serious injuries in the attack,” he added.Mr Palijo said that the armed group
warned the team against touching the zamindari bunds — raised to protect the standing crops from
being washed away. He said that when he asked the team to go ahead with the dismantling work
and ignore the threat, the unruly group held him hostage and kept harassing him.Mr Palijo claimed
that the armed men were employees of Natho Panhwar and Akhtar Shah, who had their lands in
the area and raised the zamindari bunds to protect them.He said some saner elements intervened
in the matter and persuaded the group to stop harassing and manhandling the irrigation team and
workers.After leaving the area, Mr Palijo told the media that irrigation officials in the province had
been ordered to remove all obstructions in the way of floodwater. He said he along with a team of
officials and workers had brought heavy machinery to dismantle zamindari bunds within the
Ghorabari area to prevent further devastation by floodwater that had already inundated thousands
of acres of farmlands in Thatta district and washed away many villages. The official protective
bunds had come under immense pressure due to the obstructions like zamindari bunds raised at a
number of spots in the district.Mr Palijo said that influential landowners had posted their armed
men at the illegally raised bunds for round-the-clock watch and ward in order to ensure that they
were not dismantled.

The commissioner was given a briefing on the flood situation and relief work at a meeting which
was attended by Thatta Deputy Commissioner Nadeemur Rehman Memon, Irrigation
Superintending Engineer Abdul Qadir Palijo and several other relevant officials.He said that such
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obstructions in the Sadrani and Cut Monarki Forests had created a serious threat to the PB,
Sonda, Hillaya, Indo Link and other bunds as the flow of floodwater in the Indus at these points
had already crossed the 500,000 cusecs mark and was constantly gaining pressure.Meanwhile,
Hyderabad Commissioner Syed Sajjad Haider Shah visited various vulnerable spots along the
Indus embankments in Thatta and expressed concern over the condition of the Right Bank Outfall
Drain (RBOD) passing through the district.He observed that the drain meant to facilitate the flow of
brackish and toxic wastewater and its disposal into the sea,was playing havoc with the fertile lands
of this region and also creating multiple problems.He said he would recommend to the Sindh
government to consider a proper alignment of the RBOD and a change in its design to turn it
beneficial to the stakeholders in future.Regarding relief work in the flooding-hit areas of the district,
Mr Shah said that the Thatta district administration had asked the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) for tents and food for 15,000 affected families. He said that the administration
had already been provided relief goods for 6,000 families.

With the onset of the monsoon season, massive floods have engulfed major parts of the country.
While taking a heavy toll on the lives of the poor people dwelling in the densely populated rural
areas of the country, the onslaught of floods, as reported by the media, has so far razed more than
2,700 settlements to the ground. In the process, as reported in the media, roughly 0.7 million
innocent people have so far been rendered homeless, and are passing sleepless nights under the
open sky.The soldiers and officers of the Pakistan Army, the non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), community-based organisations (CBOs), and government bodies like National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) and Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) have all
become active and are tirelessly involved in rescuing the marooned and devastated people in the
flood affected areas of the country. The Pakistan Army and the bodies referred to above are also
hectically engaged in providing necessary relief (such as food, medicine, temporary shelter) to the
affected people.

Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif, taking serious note of the devastation caused by the ongoing
floods in the country, has announced massive financial support running into billions for relief and
rehabilitation work to be undertaken in the areas severely struck by the catastrophe. The efforts of
the incumbent government, the Pakistan Army and other non-governmental bodies to deal with the
situation on a war footing and alleviate the sufferings of the flood affected people are worth
appreciation. What, however, is excruciatingly painful is the failure of those at the helm of affairs to
find a permanent solution to this grave problem.It is a known fact that seasonal floods have
become a regular feature in this country. This menacingly devastating problem has, in fact, grown
out of control particularly over the past three decades. The solution to this problem lies in building
mega dams. This, in fact, is the only way to survival. Building dams and reservoirs must be
declared a national priority. Needless to say, if this is not done, Pakistan would confront severe
water scarcity. The construction of dams as well as the management of water resources across the
country will not only help resolve the recurring flood issue but also help generate cheap hydro
electricity that is badly needed to meet the electricity needs of the country.

LAHORE: The Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) has so far evacuated 81,864 people in
flood-hit districts of the province, Rescue 1122 Director Brig (r) Dr Arshad Zia said on
Monday.“Around 25,934 people have been evacuated in Layyah, 9,407 in Rahim Yar Khan, 10,033
in Muzaffargarh, 792 in Khushab and 13,627 in Rajanpur,” he said.Zia said that major rescue
operations were conducted in Layyah, Dera Ghazi Khan, Mianwali, Muzaffargarh, Rahim Yar Khan
and Rajanpur districts.“The rescue operation will continue throughout the flood season,” he
said.According to the Provincial Monitoring Cell of Punjab Emergency Service, 4,262 people were
rescued from Sumra Nashaib, 473 from Lohanch Nashaib, 624 from Dewan Chowk, 420 from
Bakhri Ahmed Khan, 406 from Basti Gurmani, 20 from Mongar, 554 from Mouza Shahwala, 3,185
from Wara Sehr, 2,589 from Basti Jakhar, 216 from Magsood Chowk, 1,788 from Sheenwala
village and 1,067 from Basti Kanjal in Layyah district.A total of 4,224 flood-affected people were
evacuated from Chachran Sharif, 3,416 from Chuhan village, 1,378 from Bhong and 389 from
Abadpur in Rahim Yar Khan district. Similarly, 361 people were evacuated from Tari Khel Kacha,
282 from Mouch Kacha, 288 from Namal Jheel and 309 from Rokharri Kacha in Mianwali district. A
total of 2,384 people were evacuated from Kundai, 1,795 from Bangla Hinjra, 429 from Left
Marginal Band and 4,909 from Sarki Band in Muzaffargarh district. The monitoring cell said that
1,375 people were evacuated from Nishter Ghat, 245 from Bhagsar, Rojhan, 375 from Bait Sontra,
277 from Rojhan Garh, 7,581 from Wang, 3,038 from Aqilpur and 316 from Talliwala Bandro in
Rajanpur district.

Accidents

Two people lost their lives and 570 others were injured in 659 road accidents in the province
during Sunday-Monday.According to the Rescue 1122’s Provincial Monitoring Cell, 257 people
who sustained minor injuries were provided first aid on the spot.According to the data, 289 drivers,
13 underage drivers, 117 pedestrians and 423 passengers were among the victims of the
accidents.The statistics showed that 144 accidents were reported in Lahore, in which 178 people
were affected; 62 accidents were reported in Faisalabad with 77 fatalities and 47 accidents were
reported in Gujranwala with 52 fatalities.A total of 548 motorbikes, 96 auto rickshaws, 64 cars, 32
vans, three passenger buses and 10 trucks were involved in the accidents.

Floods, once again, have caused human and material losses in many parts of the country. This is
not the first time, and from the way things stand, certainly not the last time something like this will
occur. Wishes and prayers alone will not get us anywhere. We need to have a serious plan in
place if we mean to save our people and property from such calamities. We are unable to break
free of the vicious cycle that repeats itself religiously almost every year.We as a nation have
interesting ways of dealing with these, largely self-imposed natural disasters. Photo shoots and
relief camps here and there, rescue operations by the military, and an aerial survey of inundated
areas. As the flood water subsides, media coverage wanes as well. And next time, the same cycle
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repeats itself. Despite the fact that floods wash away roads, bridges, houses, electricity lines —
infrastructure that costs billions — there is no visible resolve to do something concrete that could
minimise the damage. There is no analysis of where the planning and strategies to prevent such
calamities went wrong. The infrastructure is repaired and restored to exactly the same standards
that were unable to withstand destruction in the first place. It appears that our planners lack vision
and imagination.

If glacial melting is a reason for the plight we are in, and it might as well be, we need to realise that
ours is not the only country under such a threat. Climate change is not specific to Pakistan. And
although this factor, along with others, aggravates the damage done by floods, it still doesn’t
explain how those bridges and roads that outdate Pakistan itself withstand the ravages of time, of
successive floods and of landslides. Were those planners and engineers so good that they
anticipated all of these factors? Did they design and construct things differently? The construction
material and machinery were certainly not as developed as they are now. And the science of
engineering wasn’t as advanced either then as it is now. What did they do right, which our present-
day planners are missing?While one may attribute losses in private property to sub-standard
quality construction material, or poor design, there appears to be no logical explanation for the
destruction of bridges and roads for which the state allegedly conducts feasibility reports. One may
argue that ours is a poor country that cannot afford to spend the kind of funds needed to build
flood-proof infrastructure. But then the successive repairs, in some cases reconstruction from
scratch, should do the trick. We are being penny wise and pound foolish. Under the pretext of
opting for the lowest bidder, we end up compromising on quality of these infrastructure
projects.While it is easy to blame nature for all the devastation, it might not be inapt to say that our
planners, authorities, engineers, the construction material used, and the quality control
mechanisms in place are all lacklustre. Planning and designing without considering how and why
the previous floods played havoc is a futile exercise. While it is not possible to tame nature, we
need to realise that if we don’t start planning better, floods will continue to cause more destruction.|
shudder at the thought of the consequences of a dam bursting due to ill-planning, poor design, and
low quality. Then, as now, some of us will still insist on looking for some invisible hand to blame. In
our efforts to look for them, we fail to see ours, which is certainly involved in some of the problems
facing us today. Our planners do not plan to fail; they simply fail to plan well. There is nothing
wrong with being wrong so long as we learn from our mistakes. Coming up with a strategy after
thorough assessment of past experiences, calculated and scientific anticipation of future
challenges, and knowledge of the resources available today, is what we need.

There will always be one or another natural or not-such-a-natural calamity that will hit us. And
there will always be material and human losses. It is not possible to avoid them completely. What
is possible is the minimising of these losses. This can happen if we learn from our experiences of
the past. Our present conduct indicates that we simply do not have the capacity to learn from
them. | believe we do; we just need that moment of inspiration that will lead to a movement that
focuses on building what can withstand the ravages of time and floods. Let’'s not construct to
reconstruct the same anymore. Instead of perceiving floods and earthquakes as punishments for
our bad deeds, let's consider these a wake-up call from nature.

High level flood recorded at SUKKUR: The extremely high level floods recorded at Sukkur and Kotri barrages on

Sukkur & Kotri barrages Monday.According to the Indus River System Authority (IRSA), Guddu Barrage in River Sindh is

onlineindus.com, August 17, 2015 seeing high level flood. Water flow at Sukkur is at least 499,000 cusecs while at Kotri it is 634,000
: ¢ ‘ Cusecs.

According to the latest figures, Kala Bagh, Chashma and Taunsa are seeing moderate level floods.
Water level in Tarbela Dam is 1,550 feet while reserve stands at 6.43 million acre feet. Mangla
Dam'’s level is just two feet below to the extreme level.Water inflow at Mangla is 31,025 cusecs
while discharge is 15,000 cusecs. Guddu Barrage is seeing inflow of at least 535,249 cusecs while
discharge stands at 499,384 cusecs.

Transportation through ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Climate Change has expressed reservations about the Punjab
Indus: Climate ministry government’s recent initiative of introducing inland transportation through River Indus.The
objects to Punjab govt's provincial government has set up the Inland Water Transport Development Company (IWTDC) to
. te s introduce water transport between various cities on the bank of Indus in Punjab.However, the
|n|t|at|vg Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), the research arm of the ministry, has observed
Express Tribune, August 17, 2015 that the initiative could affect the aquatic ecosystem if adequate safeguards were not put in place.

The ministry has said that engineering structures, which it said will be needed to tame the river for
massive transportation of goods, would violate the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. “Besides,
massive fuel and lubricants will possibly spill out along with sewage water discharge from boats
into the river, which will have negative impacts on the aquatic ecosystem,” GCISC said in its
analysis.The centre has also pointed out that the project has not met the requirements such as the
environmental impact assessment (EIA), initial environmental examination and the environmental
management plan. All these studies are mandatory before launching a major initiative in river
waters or on ground.The GCISC also underlined that the initiative has to be out together with the
flood plain management recommendations of Ramsar Advisory Mission for Pakistan, as Pakistan
is a signatory of Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.The Ramsar convention opposes hard
engineering or structural approaches to control flood and encourages an integrated approach to
flood management by soft engineering or non structural approaches. Under the convention, the
contracting parties identify some of their important wetlands as Ramsar sites. The convention has
mechanisms to help parties take steps necessary to maintain their ecosystem components,
processes and benefits.There are about 225 wetlands in Pakistan, covering 780,000 hectares,
which makes up 10 per cent of the country’s total land mass.Pakistan has so far notified 19
wetlands as Ramsar Sites along River Indus.Ministry officials said that the Punjab government was
considering the project as an environment-friendly and most economical mode of inland transport,
which is unexploited in Pakistan until now.Though GCISC termed the project a good initiative, it
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Fatalities: Three men

drown in floodwater
Express Tribune, August 17, 2015

81,834 flood victims

evacuated
Brecorder.com, August 17, 2015

Plans for building dams

scuppered by lack of will
Express Tribune, August 17, 2015
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said was not satisfied with “unscientific and non-professional approach adopted by the proponent”
of the project.

IWTDC has been incorporated under the Companies Ordinance 1984. lts head office has been set
up in Rawalpindi while the operational facilities are being established at Daudkhel in the Mianwali
District and at three field camps along the Indus.A feasibility study has been conducted with
support of the Pakistan Navy. In the first phase, the project will be launched between Daudkhel
and Attock. The project is estimated to boost financial and social activities and create employment.

HYDERABAD: Three men drowned in the flood water while trying to reinforce the river
embankments on Sunday. Two unidentified men fell in the flood water in a village in Ghora Bari
taluka of Thatta district. They were trying to strengthen a zamindari [private] levee. Their bodies
could not be pulled out until evening. In Matiari district, 22-year-old Huzoor Baksh Khoso of Rasool
Bux Khoso village fell in River Indus while fortifying a riverbank.

LAHORE: The Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) has so far evacuated 81,864 affected
people from flood-hit districts of Punjab.According to the Rescue 1122 spokesman, out of 81,834,
some 25934 persons have been evacuated from vulnerable areas of Layyah, 9407 persons from
Rahim Yar Khan, 10033 persons from Muzaffargarh, 792 persons from Khushab and 13627
persons from Rajanpur.

Director, Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) Brig. (R) Dr. Arshad Zia said that major
rescue operations were conducted in Layyah, DG Khan, Mianwali, Muzaffargarh, Rahim Yar Khan
and Rajanpur districts. Dr. Arshad Zia further said that flood rescue operation shall continue till
flood season was over.Provincial Monitoring Cell of Punjab Emergency Service stated that 4262
flood victims from Sumra Nashaib; 473 from Lohanch Nashaib, 624 from Dewan Chowk, 420 from
Mouza Bakhri Ahmed Khan, 406 from Basti Gurmani, 20 from Mongar, 554 from Mouza Shahwala,
3185 from Wara Sehr, 2589 from Basti Jakhar, 216 from Magsood Chowk, 1788 from Mouza
Sheen Wala and 1067 from Basti Kanjal in Layyah district, 4224 from Chachran Sharif; 3416 from
Mouza Chuhan, 1378 from Bhong and 389 from Abadpur in Rahim Yar Khan district were
evacuated. Similarly, 361 from Tari Khel Kacha; 282 from Mouch Kacha, 288 from Namal Jheel
and 309 from Rokharri Kacha in Mianwali district.Out of total 10033 flood-victims of Muzaffargarh,
2384 were evacuated from Kundai, 1795 from Bangla Hinjra, 429 from Left Marginal Band and
4909 from Sarki Bandd. The PMC further informed that 1375 persons were evacuated in Nishter
Ghat, Indus River, 245 from Bhagsar, Rojhan, 375 from Bait Sontra, 277 from Rojhan Garh, 7581
from Wang, 3038 from Agqilpur and 316 from Talliwala Bandro in Rajanpur District.

ISLAMABAD: The political parties in Pakistan set their own agenda and they appear to be doing
little to come up with long-term national policies.In its tenure, the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
government was more inclined towards giving employment to its supporters in public-sector
organisations, which led to the appointment of surplus staff in many of them.The present
administration of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), on the other hand, looks more
interested in launching metro bus projects and constructing motorways.However, these things
make no significant difference for the common man, who is more concerned about the swelling
electricity bill because of the imposition of surcharges despite more than 50% slump in the global
crude market.Though Pakistan has vast resources, successive governments have never given
importance to utilising them in an efficient manner. The country has been facing flood devastation
for the last few years, but no heed has been paid to calls for building water reservoirs.This vital
resource is not only used for drinking, but is also consumed for producing cheap hydroelectric
power and irrigating crops of agriculture commodities, which are a major contributor to the overall
economic growth.

At present, total water storage capacity of the country is 14 million acre feet (MAF) whereas its
annual consumption requirement stands at 117 MAF. Following the recent floods, officials believe,
15 MAF of water will be wasted and it will go into the sea.“The consumption of one million acre feet
has an impact of $1 billion on the economy; this way Pakistan will be facing a loss of $15 billion
due to wastage as water reservoirs were not too many,” an official said.There are only two major
dams in Pakistan — Tarbela and Mangla. The former was built in 1977 and its storage capacity has
dropped to 6.4 MAF against the earlier 9.4 MAF. However, Mangla Dam’s capacity has been
enhanced by 3 MAF to 7.4 MAF following a structure raising project.

According to officials, this addition to the dam’s capacity has addressed a water dispute between
Sindh and Punjab. Earlier, the Indus River System Authority (Irsa) — the body that regulates water
releases — had to open the Chashma Jhelum link canal to provide water to Punjab, which sparked
a row between the two provinces.

Fast-track construction

Keeping this in mind, the government should embark on a campaign of building storages on the
Indus River on a fast track in order to provide water to those areas that depend on supplies from
the river.lt should build big reservoirs instead of focusing on small structures as it will lead to a
marked reduction in oil imports and electricity costs for the consumers.The electricity produced
with the help of water costs only Rs1.5 per unit compared to the average cost of Rs4.5 and Rs22
per unit through gas and diesel respectively.Experts suggest that the planned Munda dam should
be built immediately in order to shield the adjacent city from flood devastation. The deluge has
caused loss of human lives, livestock and crops over the years.In the areas of southern Punjab
where different crops are grown on a wide scale, people are forced to use groundwater. Despite
the floods, the country will be facing 10% to 15% water shortage from October this year.According
to official statistics, gas production will drop by half from 4 billion cubic feet per day to 2 billion
cubic feet in 2020. Therefore, the production of hydroelectric power is the only choice left to tackle
the energy crisis.In the 1991 water accord, it was agreed that storages would be built on rivers
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River Indus in high flood

at Guddu, Sukkur, Kotri
Radio.gov.pk, August 17, 2015

Flood-hit victims of
Kurrum demand relief

items
The Nation, August 17, 2015

Army dispatches relief

goods for flood victims
The News, August 17, 2015

No flood threat in Sindh

right now: PDMA
The News, August 17, 2015

Extreme level floods at

Sukkur, Kotri points: IRSA
Dunya News, August 17, 2015

Indus in high flood at

Guddu, Sukkur, Kotri
Dawn News, August 17, 2015
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where they were feasible. This leaves no question of achieving a consensus as it is a necessity to
build the reservoirs.It is surprising for many that the government is counting on imported coal-
based and imported LNG-based plants in Punjab rather than relying on water for cheaper
electricity. Only two hydroelectric power projects have been included in the gigantic China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor whereas several plants are based on the thermal source.

New policy

Instead of utilising its energies on building the water reservoirs, the government is paying more
attention to a case in the international court against India, which has reportedly built over 4,000
small and big dams.However, work is under way on framing a hydroelectric power generation
policy to stimulate investment. The main focus is on projects that have been delayed due to lack of
financing.Pakistan has not been able to convince multilateral donors to provide funds for mega
hydel projects like Diamer Bhasha dam. Though the US had pledged funds for the dam during the
PPP government, the money was not released.Pakistan has the potential to produce 100,000
megawatts of hydroelectric power, of which the identified potential stands at 60,158MW, but only
6,919MW has so far been tapped.The first hydroelectric power development policy was designed
in 1995 and the second and third policies were introduced in 2002 and 2013 respectively.The
private sector contributed 7,423MW to thermal power generation and only 84MW to hydroelectric
power. The government should learn lessons from the repeated floods and construct dams to
produce cheap electricity and save water for agriculture crops in an effort to boost the economy.

There is no danger of flood in Sindh province despite rise in river Indus at Kotri.

The River Indus is in High Flood at Guddu, Sukkur and Kotri and Low Flood at Chashma, Taunsa,
Tarbela and Kalabagh at present.According to flood warning center Lahore, all other rivers are
flowing normally at their headworks.

PDMA SINDH

The Director General Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA), Sindh, has said that
there is no danger of flood in the province despite rise in river Indus at Kotri.In a statement in
Karachi, he said that they have been keeping a constant watch on water level at Guddu, Sukkur
and Kotri barrages. However, the residents of the 'Katcha' areas of Kotri, Thatta and Sujawal have
been advised to shift immediately to safer places as precautionary measures.

LAKKI MARWAT - Resident of Kurrum Par Area yesterday demanded of the government to
provide relief items to the rain-hit residents of Wanda Shahabkhel village. The recent spell of
heavy rains incurred huge losses on the residents of several villages located across river Kurrum,
residents said.The recent calamity has destroyed many houses and damaged properties in the
remote rural localities of the district, local nazim Abdul Qadoos said. “The residents of Wanda
Shahabkhel are among the severely hit and that they are seeking government’s assistance,” he
said.Provincial government needs to initiate prompt measures for rehabilitation of rain and flood
affected people of the district, he added.

Pakistan Army, Lahore Garrison, dispatched a consignment of 80 tons of relief goods for flood
affected areas of southern Punjab from Fortress Stadium on Sunday. The consignment consisting
of 12 trucks left for Multan for onward distribution among people displaced by floods in
Muzzaffargarh, Layyah, DG Khan and Rajanpur. The relief goods include food, medicines, clean
drinking water, bedding and tents. Pak Army has established eight relief camps in Lahore Garrison
and surrounding areas. The sites include Fortress Stadium, Walton Road, Ayub Stadium, Qaddafi
Stadium, DHA and Chunian Cantt.

Karachi:The Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) on Sunday declared that there
was no danger of floods in the province at present.

In a statement, the authority said that water level at the Guddu and Sukkur barrages had been
receding constantly, while an increase was being witnessed at the Kotri Barrage. Those residing in
potentially vulnerable areas have, however, been advised to remain alert and shift to safer places.
PDMA DG Syed Salman Shah said that that though there was no imminent danger, residents of
katcha areas in Kothri, Thatta and Sujawal should immediately relocate and assured them of all
possible assistance in this regard.Shah said 8,50,311 people have been shifted out of vulnerable
areas, of which, 2,45,370 have been accommodated in 488 camps.He said that of the 137 union
councils of katcha areas, 2,964 villages have been affected, with 5,57,452 head of cattle having
been shifted to safer areas as well.

SUKKUR- Indus River System Authority (IRSA) on Monday has issued latest water levels
suggesting extremely high level floods at Sukkur and Kotri barrages.

Guddu Barrage in River Sindh is seeing high level flood. Water flow at Sukkur is at least 499,000
cusecs while at Kotri it is 634,000 cusecs.According to the latest figures, Kala Bagh, Chashma and
Taunsa are seeing moderate level floods. Water level in Tarbela Dam is 1,550 feet while reserve
stands at 6.43 million acre feet. Mangla Dam’s level is just two feet below to the extreme
level.Water inflow at Mangla is 31,025 cusecs while discharge is 15,000 cusecs. Guddu Barrage is
seeing inflow of at least 535,249 cusecs while discharge stands at 499,384 cusecs.

LAHORE: River Indus was in high flood at Guddu, Sukkur and Kotri and river Kabul in low flood at
Nowshera on Saturday.The level in river Sutlej at Ganda Singhwala was 18.9ft (55,000 cusecs)
and was expected to rise to 19.5ft (56,000 to 63,000 cusecs) in the next 24 hours.River Indus was
in medium flood at Taunsa and in low flood at Chashma and Kalabagh.

The Flood Forecasting Divisions (FFD) said moist current was penetrating upper parts of the
country and gave rain in some cities in league with a shallow westerly wave.Sialkot received 41mm
of rain, Islamabad (Golra 35mm, Zero Point 29mm, Saidpur 27mm, Airport 21mm, Bokra 20mm,
Shamsabad 17mm, Marala 34mm, Mangla 26mm, Tarbela 14mm, Gujrat 13mm, Rawalakot 9mm,
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Kotli and Murree 5mm (each).It forecast moderate rainfall activity with isolated heavy falls over the
upper catchments of rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Sutlej and Ravi along with Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Sargodha, Faisalabad, Lahore, Dera Ghazi Khan, Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and Peshawar
divisions in the next 24 hours.Isolated thundershowers were expected over Northeast Balochistan
and upper catchments of river Indus and Bahawalpur division.The swelling Sutlej is threatening
dozens of villages and hamlets, while thousand of acres of land with standing crops and
vegetables had already been inundated, our Kasur correspondent adds.The villages facing
immediate flood threat include Hakowala, Nagar, Gati Kalanger, Maboki, Bhikhiwind, Sahjra,
Ratnaywala, Chanda Singh, Mastayki and Bangla Desh.The floodwater has entered the primary
school at Bhikhiwind village.Rescue 1122 had so far transported some 10,000 people across the
Sutlej.According to sources, the district administration may start evacuation from the threatened
villages on Monday. In this connection announcements have already been made through mosques
in these villages.

Flood control measures The recent flash floods have played havoc with our lives, agriculture, livestock and infrastructure
The News, August 17, 2015 right from Gilgit-Baltistan to Sindh. We have been experiencing such devastating floods on a yearly
basis — especially since 2010. After every flooding, our media gears into flood control discussions
in which experts emphasise constructing dams as the best remedy to control floods. We need to
construct undisputed mega storage dams like Diamer-Bhasha, Shyok and Skardu on the Indus
River; small/medium dams like Munda on River Swat, Kurram Tangi on Kurram, Chiniot on
Chenab, etc; off-channel storage like Akori, Rohtas dams, etc; flood release/escape channels to
desert areas that would reduce peak flood discharges. We also need to remodel and review the
design discharge capacity of barrages. We need to periodically maintain flood embankments.
Flood dispersal structures for hill torrents flood mitigation are needed. We also need to improve
and extend the flood forecasting system and install additional weather radars as well as conduct
flood plain mapping/zoning along the Indus River and its tributaries for restricting settlements in
high-risk areas. Khan Farazv Peshawar

Over 80,000 evacuated As the water levels rise in River Sutlej, Punjab Emergency Service Rescue 1122 said on Monday
from flood-hit areas of that they had evacuated more than 81,000 people from the low lying areas in lower Punjab, Radio

: ; Pakistan reported.According to details, around 25,000 people have been evacuated from Layyah
UEETEr PIEELE, Tl district, 9,000 from Rahim Yar Khan, 10,000 from Muzaffargarh, 13,000 from Rajanpur and 792
Sindh's KOtr' drowns people from Khushab. In Punjab, 197,421 people have been evacuated, with 7,626 of those in 309
Express Tribune, August 17, 2015 camps.So far, 1.18 million people have been evacuated owing to floods, the majority in Sindh
(886,461 people — with 296,572 in 512 camps.

Kotri drowns

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) said that , the River Indus is still in high
flood at Kotri, in medium flood at Guddu and Sukkur, with lower Sindh now firmly caught in the
floods.Some 208 people have been killed in floods this year, so far. The floods have also affected
some 3,791 villages and 1,4 million people across the country, according to NDMA.

Villagers try to cope with CHITRAL: Though the government and private organizations have tried their best to reach out to
post-flood destructions the flood-affected people, there is an uncertainty about the proper rehabilitation of the displaced
chitraltoday.net, August 17, 2015 people.

A visit to different villages in upper Chitral not directly affected by flash floods showed the residents
were equally affected by the prolonged and intermittent rains and road blockaded. But unlike in
other parts of the country, there was no panic buying of essential commodities even the main
supply route from Chitral town remained closed for over four weeks.In many villages, floodwater
destroyed standing crops, especially wheat, which could not be harvested even in the middle of
August. The incessant rains have damaged or spoiled the wheat crops in the fields.A food
department official visiting the Yarkhun valley said that most of the sale points in the Mastuj tehsil
had run out of stock.In most of the villages, the rains and floods also damaged small hydropower
stations and water channels. The unavailability of irrigation water for weeks also damaged the
crops. People were seen working on the restoration of the water channels and most of them were
again damaged by floods.

Hotel to help the flood ISLAMABAD: Serena Hotels, under the banner of its Social Environmental and Educational
victims Development Programme has launched an extensive Flood Relief campaign to support the flood-
The News, August 16, 2015 affected by contributing double the amount collected from guests at the rate of 5% on the
restaurant bill amount. The campaign runs from the 14th of August to the 31st of August 2015,
across all Serena Hotels in Pakistan. Fittingly, the launch of this much-needed campaign coincides
with Pakistan’s Independence Day.Serena Hotels work extensively to contribute positively to
community development. Guests and members of local communities have wholeheartedly
participated in the Hotels’ numerous initiatives in the past; showcasing the true spirit of
compassion inherent in the Pakistani Monsoon rains expected to continue in the coming
weeks.Relief efforts across Pakistan are currently underway, with government ministries, military
establishments, corporate businesses and individuals all pitching in to ensure flood affected are
extended the help they require. It is hoped that this particular campaign will generate substantial
support and provide immediate relief to those affected by the monsoon floods this year.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

Tripartite meeting: Kabul ISLAMABAD: Kabul has requested Islamabad to allow nearly 1.5 million registered Afghan
seeks 2 more years for refugees to stay on in Pakistan for another two years, officials said on Saturday as a meeting of

Afghan refugees in

the representatives of both governments and the UN refugee agency concluded in the Afghan
. capital. The tripartite talks focused on the fate of nearly three million Afghan refugees in Pakistan,
Pakistan , the largest protracted refugee situation in the world. In addition to the registered refugees, Pakistan
The Express Tribune, August 23, hosts another 1.5 million unregistered Afghan nationals displaced by unrest in its war-torn
2015 neighbour. Talking to The Express Tribune, an official who attended the meeting confirmed that
Kabul had asked Islamabad to allow the registered refugees to stay in Pakistan for two more
years. The legal stay of 1.5 million Afghans who have been issued proof of registration (PoR)
cards by the Pakistan government is set to expire by the end of this year. “The Pakistani
delegation [led by Minister for States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) Lt-Gen (retd) Abdul Qadir
Baloch] told the Afghan side that their request will be shared with concerned departments and the
issue will later be discussed in the federal cabinet,” the official said. The Pakistani delegation also
presented Islamabad’s strategy to deal with the refugees during the meeting. According to a
Pakistani official who participated in the meeting, Islamabad will not forcibly expel Afghan
refugees. Instead, the government will encourage them to return to Afghanistan voluntarily, he
said.

Under the strategy, Pakistan will also document unregistered Afghan refugees, the official told The
Express Tribune. The government has earmarked around Rs170 million for this process which is
likely to begin this month, he said. Although the unregistered refugees will not be entitled to PoR
cards once documented, they will be issued passports by the government of Afghanistan to allow
them to stay on in Pakistan. Addressing a joint news conference alongside Pakistan’'s SAFRON
minister in Kabul, Afghanistan’s Minister for Refugees and Repatriation Said Hussain Alimi Balkhi
said his government will send a 100-member delegation to Pakistan to monitor the documentation
of the unregistered refugees. Members of the delegation will be deployed at the 21 documentation
centres set up to verify the identities of unregistered Afghans, he said. “Only those Afghans whose
identity is established will be documented,” Balkhi added.

At 11th hour, NSA talks ISLAMABAD: In another blow to normalisation efforts between Pakistan and India, the scheduled
called off talks between the national security advisers (NSAs) of the two neighbours were called off just
The Express Tribune, August 23, hours before Sartaj Aziz, the prime minister's adviser of national security and foreign affairs, was
2015 set to fly to New Delhi. India’s intransigence is to blame for the cancellation of the meeting
between Aziz and his Indian counterpart Ajit Doval which was agreed upon by the prime ministers
of the two countries in their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in
the Russian city of Ufa last month. “Pakistan reiterates the scheduled NSA talks cannot be held on
the basis of the preconditions set by India,” Pakistan’s Foreign Office announced Saturday night
just two hours before the deadline set by India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj was set
to expire, putting an end to speculation on whether the meeting scheduled for today [Sunday]
would take place. At a news conference in New Delhi earlier in the day, Swaraj had said Aziz was
welcome in the Indian capital only if Pakistan assured India by midnight that the planned NSA
meeting would focus only on terrorism-related issues and that Aziz would not meet Hurriyat
leaders during his stay. “[After] carefully analysing the contents of the press conference of India’s
minister for external affairs... we have come to the conclusion that the proposed NSA-level talks
will not serve any purpose if conducted on the basis of the conditions laid down by the minister,”
the Foreign Office said in a detailed statement issued in response.

“While the Indian minister accepts that in order to ensure durable peace between the two countries
there is a need to discuss all outstanding issues through a sustained dialogue process, she
unilaterally restricts the agenda to only two items — creating an atmosphere free from terrorism and
[ensuring] tranquility along the Line of Control (LoC),” read the statement. It pointed out that
terrorism had always been part of the eight-point composite dialogue and was always discussed
alongside other issues whenever the interior secretaries of Pakistan and India met. “It is not
reasonable for India to now assume the right to decide unilaterally that from now onwards other
issues will be discussed after terrorism has been discussed and eliminated.” It said the main
purpose of any dialogue between India and Pakistan is to reduce tensions and restore trust as a
first step towards normalisation. “If the only purpose of NSA-level talks is to discuss terrorism, then
instead of improving the prospects for peace, it will only intensify the blame game and further
vitiate the atmosphere.” “That is why Pakistan had suggested that apart from discussion on
terrorism-related issues, the two sides should also discuss modalities and if possible a time
schedule, for discussions on all outstanding issues, including Kashmir, Siachen and Sir Creek, in
keeping with the understanding of the Ufa statement,” the statement added. “That is the only way
to improve the prospects for peace between the two countries.”

Responding to India’s second precondition of scrapping Aziz's meeting with the Hurriyat leaders,
the Foreign Office said: “It would be inappropriate for India to now impose the condition of
changing this longstanding practice.” The statement added that “considering that many ‘terror’
incidents India initially blamed Pakistan for eventually turned out to be fake, it is not improbable
that India can delay the resumed dialogue indefinitely by concocting one or two incidents and
keeping the LoC hot.” Earlier in the day, before Swaraj put forth India’s terms, Aziz at a news
conference said that “on my part, | am still prepared to go to New Delhi for the NSA talks without
any preconditions.” He expressed disappointment at India’s ‘virtual cancellation’ of the meeting and
recalled that New Delhi had done the same last August by calling off foreign secretary-level talks.
The premier's adviser also dispelled “India’s wishful narrative that only Pakistan’s military
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establishment is pushing the agenda towards the Kashmir issue.” “India’s foreign policy
establishment fails to realise that the entire Pakistani nation stands united and fully committed to
providing political, moral and diplomatic support to Kashmiris struggling for their right to self-
determination,” he said.

RAW stoking terror in Pakistan: Aziz

Aziz dismissed the impression in the Indian media that Pakistan was seeking to scuttle the talks
out of apprehension over the dossier prepared by India’s national security adviser. “I will also be
carrying three dossiers on RAW’s [Research and Analysis Wing] involvement in promoting
terrorism in Pakistan,” he said while showing the documents to reporters. The adviser said he
would hand over the dossier to his Indian counterpart during the UN General Assembly meeting in
New York if he could not do so in New Delhi. He added that he would also share the dossier with
the UN secretary general.

RAIWIND: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Saturday directed the Punjab Government to ensure
implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) to eradicate terrorism from the province. The
order was passed during a meeting chaired by the premier in Lahore’s Raiwind, where he was
briefed about the measures taken so far to implement the plan in Punjab. Several other officials
along with Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif and IG Punjab police were in attendance of the
meeting. PM Nawaz on Friday chaired a high-level meeting to review the progress of the NAP and
the internal security situation of the country in Karachi. The meeting attended by Army chief
General Raheel Sharif discussed internal security and the progress of the NAP in Karachi. The
upcoming talks between Prime Minister's Adviser on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj
Aziz and India’s National Security Adviser Ajit Doval also came under discussion during the
meeting.

KARACHI: Five suspected gangsters, including one wanted in several cases, were shot dead in
an encounter by a joint task force of the police and Rangers in Karachi's Napier area on Friday,
said officials. Station House Officer (SHO) Napier, Azam Khan, was critically injured in the
exchange. A Rangers personnel and a policeman were also wounded during heavy exchange of
firing between the law enforcers and the suspects. According to Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) East Fida Hussain Janwari, the police obtained intelligence about the presence of gangsters
in Ghulam Hussain Shah Lane near Lea Market after which a joint team of the police and Rangers
conducted a targeted raid on an alleged hideout. The suspects, who attacked the raiding team,
were killed in retaliatory firing, said SSP Fida Hussain. He identified one of the deceased as Sadiq
Gadani. “He had established a reign of terror in Lyari,” claimed the senior police officer. “Sadiq
Gadani was linked with Noor Mohammed alias Baba Ladla gang,” he said. But some residents said
Sadiq Gadani had recently parted ways with Baba Ladla and joined the ‘Lashari gang.’

The Sindh government had placed a one million rupees bounty on his head. The other deceased
gangsters were identified as Salar, Shahnawaz and Raza while a fifth suspect could not be
identified immediately, said the SSP. The injured Napier SHO was admitted to a private hospital on
Stadium Road where his state is said to be improving, said SSP Fida Hussain. The condition of the
other injured personnel is also stable, he added. Meanwhile, Sindh Home Minister Sohail Anwar
Khan Sial has announced a reward of Rs. 500,000 for the police officials who "courageously
participated in the encounter.” The home minister has also appreciated the commendable work of
both the police and Rangers.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Sohail Aman led from the front in the battle
against miscreants by participating himself in the decisive phase of Operation Zarb-i-Azb. The air
chief along with a formation of the fighter aircraft took off from a forward operating base of Pakistan
Air Force to carry out air strikes on the militant hideouts, said a statement released on Friday.
“Several dens of the militants and explosive depots were annihilated during the recent air
campaign,” the statement added. Following the air mission, the air chief met with the air and
ground crew and lauded their services for the nation. He also appreciated their selfless devotion
and morale. While paying tribute to the iconic war veterans of PAF, the Air Chief Marshal reiterated
his resolve to root out menace of terrorism from the country. “PAF had played a decisive role in
1965 war and now playing key role in operation Zarb-i-Azb. The air force will continue to prove that
it is an efficient, hard hitting air force second to none,” said the air chief.

KARACHI: Close to 10,000 bullets were found in an abandoned vehicle in Karachi’'s Nazimabad
area on Friday. According to SP Asghar Usman, residents alerted the police after they became
suspicious of the vehicle that had been parked on a street in the neighbourhood for the past 15
days or more. After weeks of assuming that the car belonged to a guest staying in the area,
residents became suspicious and called the police, who brought in a bomb disposal unit to ensure
that there were no explosives, before discovering the 24 boxes containing bullets. Rangers also
arrived on the scene. SP Usman said the car had a fake number plate and that investigators were
going to use the vehicle’s chassis number and engine number to trace the owner. Police suspect
the culprits abandoned the car out of fear of being caught by law enforcement personnel.

PESHAWAR: Police foiled a terror bid on Friday as they arrested an alleged militant and defused
a high intensity explosive near a general bus stand in Peshawar's Gulbahar area. “We were
informed about a suspected activity near the bus stand and police along with a bomb disposal
squad went to the location,” police official told The Express Tribune. “A suspect carrying an
explosive weighing around 11kg in a water cooler was arrested from near the bus stand,” the
official added. While the bomb disposal unit cordoned off the area to defuse the bomb, police
officials carried out investigation following the arrest of the suspect, identified as Wahidullah. "The
suspect belonged to the Aurakzai Agency and was allegedly associated with a banned oulffit,” an
official stated. The official said while defusing the explosive, the IED went off creating panic in the
surrounding areas. However, no casualties were reported. Earlier this year, a blast in Peshawar’s
Hayatabad area left two police officials dead while five others were injured. The outlawed Tehreek-
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e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the attack on the police officers.

KARACHI: Investigators probing the deadliest attack on members of the Ismaili community have
finally confirmed that the assailants were affiliated with the Islamic State (IS). On Thursday, the
anti-terrorism court hearing the case, after an extensive scrutiny, accepted the interim charge
sheet of the Safoora bus attack case. The charge sheet, which is also held as the investigation
report, was submitted nearly three months after the case was registered. It states that there were
at least 15 assailants involved in the attack: 10 were riding the four motorcycles and five others
were in a white-coloured car that followed them. The motorcyclists stopped the bus, barged into it
and carried out the execution, while the car occupants served as a back-up team. Forty-five
people, including 27 men and 18 women, were killed and eight others seriously wounded in the
gunfire. The attack was carried out on a less-travelled road in Safoora Goth, when the victims were
travelling from the community-only residential complex to the city center at around 9am. Intense
firing was heard in the sparsely-populated area, and several onlookers witnessed the attack and
the assailants flee in their blood-stained clothes. The police have submitted a list of 67 witnesses,
12 of whom were on the bus and luckily survived the attack.

The police claims to have received information of the incident 15 minutes later and a police van
was rushed to the site. Until then, the dead and the injured had been shifted to the nearby Memon
Medical Complex. The crime scene was sealed off as the investigators collected around 36
empties of the fired bullets from there, the challan reads. The quantity of the empties suggested
that hand guns and sub-machine guns were used in the attack. Although the suspects had been
arrested a week after the incident, their implication in the case took more than a month. Three
suspects — Tahir Hussain alias Saien, Saad Aziz alias Tin Tin and Asadur Rehman alias Malik —
were remanded in the case initially. The remaining two — Hafiz Nasir and Azhar Ishrat — were
implicated later at the end July. During the course of investigation, the investigators claim that the
weapons used in the incident were seized from the suspects. The weapons and bullets were sent
to the laboratories for forensic examination and the results matched with the evidence collected
from the crime scene. Meanwhile, the suspects were also picked out by eye-witnesses during the
identification parades before a judicial magistrate.

The case resolves around a trio and a duo. The trio is the group of alleged attackers, while the duo
is accused of abetment and facilitation. The remaining members of the assault team have been
declared absconders in the charge sheet. According to the investigation report, Nasir monitored
the bus while Ishrat, who is an engineer by profession, provided technical expertise to the
attackers. The investigators say Ishrat is an expert in making bombs and improvised explosive
devices. A number of bomb sketches have also been seized from him. The charge sheet, in its
concluding part, states that the suspects had long been linked with the alQaeda and after the
emergence of the new terror group, IS, shifted towards it.

ISLAMABAD: Just hours after jets pounded targets in Shawal area of North Waziristan, the army
announced that it was commencing a ground operation in the region. According to Director
General Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) Asim Bajwa, the ground operation was being
carried out on direction of the army chief, adding that air and ground offensives should be
coordinated. Army chief General Raheel Sharif has directed that all military objectives should be
achieved as soon as possible. Earlier on Thursday, air strikes killed 43 suspected militants near
the Afghan border on Thursday, the military said, part of a major ongoing operation against Taliban
and other insurgents. The attacks took place in Gharlamai and Shawal areas of North Waziristan
tribal region, where the army has been waging a major offensive to clear militant hideouts since
June last year. “Twenty-eight terrorists were killed in Gharlamai area and another 15 were killed in
Shawal in precise aerial strikes,” the military said in a statement.

The conflict zone is remote and off-limits to journalists, making it difficult to verify the army’s
claims, including the number and identity of those killed. Pakistan has been battling a homegrown
Islamist insurgency for over a decade following the late 2001 US-led invasion of Afghanistan. The
Pakistan Army began a major campaign in North Waziristan in June last year and authorities have
now vowed to intensify operations both in the border regions and across the country. Officials say
nearly 3,000 militants have been killed since the launch of the latest offensive.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar on Thursday directed concerned authorities to take
action those involved in issuing fake identity cards and passports,Radio Pakistan reported. Talking
to the provincial heads of National Database Regulatory Authority (NADRA), passport office and
the FIA in Karachi, he said corrupt elements in national institutions will not be tolerated. The
minister asked the FIA to take prompt action against any irregularity. Complaints about different
departments should be addressed on priority, he added. Action should be taken against agent
mafia, he added. He also asked to establish new passport and NADRA offices in Karachi. Earlier
this month, a report shared by the Inter Services Intelligencerevealed that several top ranking
officers of NADRA helped terrorists and other miscreants obtain fake national identity cards of
Pakistan. Reports suggested that authorities are currently investigating officials for allegedly
issuing ID cards to militants, including some linked to al Qaeda, in return for bribes as small as
US$100.

KARACHI: Despite the fact that women makes up of almost half of the country’s population, their
representation in Pakistan’s police force is appalling. Women make up less than 1% of the total
police force, even though a quota of 10% is reserved for them, according to a recent report.
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)’s report titled Rough Roads to Equality: Women
Police in South Asia August, 2015, the number of female police officers in the country is just over
4,000 or 0.94% of the total police force of over 425,000. The situation in Balochistan is the worst,
with only103 female officers out of a total strength of 32,937 — less than one third of a per cent.
The situation in other provinces and departments are hardly better. In Punjab and Sindh, the
number of female officers is 1,798 of a total of 149,719 (1.2%) and 902 of a total of 147,782
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(0.61%), respectively. In K-P, the number of serving female police officers is just 438.

However, the situation is slightly better in Islamabad and Gilgit-Baltistan but not satisfactory. The
percentage of female officers’ enrolment in the police force in the federal capital and G-B is 1.55%
and 3.01%, respectively. Of all the provincial and federal police departments, only the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) is almost implementing the government’s order of reserving 10% seats
for women, with 150 female officers, approximately 9.68% of the total force. Further, women on
higher posts in police is also a scarcity, with only one serving as female senior superintendent of
police, 19 superintendents of police and three assistant superintendents.

Factors behind low enrolment of women

According to the report, the garishly low number of women officers in the country can be attributed
to the overall patriarchal mentality of society and the disconnect between a stated desire to have
more women involved in policing and the ground situation. Citing the “Women Police as Change
Agents” report published in 2013, CHRI said while an overwhelming majority of male police officers
believe women should join the police force and also recognised that there is need to increase the
number of women in the police. However, only 46% of them said they would encourage a female
member of their family to join the service. Although the majority (approximately 75%) of the
respondents did not declare an unwillingness to work alongside or even under women officers, a
significant 25% of those surveyed expressed reservations. Harassment at the workplace is another
reason behind the low enrolment rate of women in the police force. During the surveys conducted
in 2013, out of the 17% of respondents who spoke about harassment at the workplace, only about
half of them had the courage to complain. Only 29% of the complaints lodged were addressed by
the authority. While some who chose not to lodge a complaint feared reprisals, others feared non-
cooperation by superiors. The report further stated that despite the promulgation of the Protection
Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act, 2010, some victims claimed that there was
no mechanism in place to register a complaint.

Deployment and allocation of duties

While the overall security situation of the country has had an impact on the deployment of women
to certain postings, the report also found that some women officers prefer desk jobs over field
postings. The report further claimed that only 42% of those surveyed were of the opinion that
women should perform duties in remote areas, while 63% thought women should not be assigned
duties in violence-prone areas. The survey showed some conflicting views on the deployment and
allocation of duties to women police officers, with 72% of respondents saying female police officers
should be placed alongside their male counterparts. However, in response to a separate question,
“45% believed that women police officers should be assigned cases and crimes specific to women
and should handle only women offenders”. It was also revealed during research that policewomen
below an officer’'s rank were not issued weapons, while men of the same rank were. There have,
however, been some positive developments lately. In April 2014, Syeda Ghazala was appointed as
the first female Station House Officer (SHO) in Sindh. She was appointed SHO of the Clifton
neighbourhood. Despite her 10 year-experience of serving at a women’s police station, Ghazala
said after joining a mainstream police station, she realised she was very inexperienced in basic
policing duties like responding to rescue calls and securing a crime scene. She was able to build
these skills only by working in the mainstream police station.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has repatriated 49,547 registered
Afghan refugees to their home country from Pakistan this year. An official of the agency told APP
that 25,522 Afghan refugees were repatriated from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 5,243 from Balochistan,
4,076 from Sindh, 11,193 from Punjab, 643 from Islamabad and 2,870 from Azad Jammu and
Kashmir. The official said UNHCR provides Afghan returnees approximately two hundred dollars
per person as a short-term integration and transportation grant.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday signed an agreement with Russia to purchase MI-35 ‘Hind’
attack helicopters. “An agreement was signed between Pakistan and Russian authorities in
Rawalpindi for the purchase of four MI-35 helicopters,” said a senior military official on
Wednesday. The official, however, did not provide any further details about the deal, or shed any
light on the configuration of the helicopters which Pakistan will receive. No timeline for delivery of
the helicopters was revealed. The agreement is believed to have been finalised during Chief of
Army Staff General Raheel Sharif’s visit to Russia in June earlier this year. Russia’s move is a
major shift in it’s policy in the wake of strategic partnership between US and India. Moscow has for
long ignored Islamabad in a bit to please its long term ally New Delhi. But as a result of India’s
growing tilt towards the US, Russia has now begun to expand its cooperation with Pakistan. For its
part, Islamabad is eager to improve its ties with Moscow to diversify its options in the event of any
stalemate in ties with Washington.

Last year, Russia had sent a draft contract to Pakistan for the dispatch of four Mil Mi-35M combat
helicopters. Russia’s state arms exporter Rosoboronexport, said that talks pertaining to the
delivery of helicopters were under way with the Pakistani side. However, it declined to disclose the
details of these consultations. “Following the results of the talks held earlier on helicopters, which
Pakistan would like to get from Russia, a draft contract on the delivery of four Mi-35M gunships
has been sent to the Pakistani side. Pakistan is now studying the document,” the source said.
Earlier this year, US State Department had approved Pakistan’s request to purchase US-made
attack helicopters, missiles and other equipment valued at almost $1 billion. The Pentagon had
said that Pakistan’s request included 15 AH-1Z Viper helicopters made by the Bell arm of Textron
Inc alongside 1,000 Hellfire missiles produced by Lockheed Martin Corp and a host of other
communications and training equipment with valued at a total of $952 million, according to a
notification to Congress, which approves every sale. Pakistan has been exploring options to
replenish and upgrade its fleet of Bell AH-1 Cobra attack helicopters as its operation against
militants enters the final phase. Among the options available were the Z-10 by China and the T129
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ATAK multirole combat helicopters, manufactured by the Turkish Aerospace Industries (TAI).

KARACHI: KARACHI: The Sindh government on Wednesday ordered at least 15 FIRs against
more than 60 government officials for their involvement in appointing ‘ghost’ employees and
embezzlement of billions of rupees. The decision was taken at a meeting of the the Anti-Corruption
and Establishment Committee chaired by Chief Secretary Muhammad Sadiq Memon. This was the
committee’s first meeting in the last two years, and was attended by several members, including
secretary local government, secretary education, secretary health and chairman. According to the
decision, cases would be registered against senior officials of education, health and local
government departments. District health officers, medical superintendents, district education
officers, directors and town municipal administrators working in Grade 17 to 20 will also face the
music. Chairman Anti-Corruption Mumtaz Ali Shah while talking to The Express Tribune said the
committee had given approval to register three cases against officials of health, five for education
and seven cases against local government department officials. “Around 125 high profile cases of
various departments were on the agenda, but we could only put up 58 cases today. The fate of
other cases will be decided in next meeting that will he held on August 24,” he said, adding that
apart from registration of FIRs, open inquires will be conducted in other cases.

Giving details about cases in the health department, officials said then District Health Officer
(DHO) Hyderabad Dr Ghulam Ghous was facing charges for appointing 304 employees in his
department against the rules, and some of them are ‘ghost’ employees. Registration of two other
FIRs have been ordered against former and sitting medical superintendents of Civil Hospital
Hyderabad, i.e. Khalid Qureshi and Rafiul Hassan who have embezzled funds worth millions of
rupees. Citing an example from the education department, officials said former regional director
colleges, Sukkur Altaf Hussain Abbasi was the driving force behind appointment of ‘ghost’ teachers
and embezzling funds.

BANNU: Military airstrikes killed at least 25 suspected militants in North Waziristan on
Wednesday, two intelligence officials said, taking to 133 the army’s toll of insurgents in the region
this week. According to the ISPR, the air strikes were carried out in Shawal area of North
Waziristan. Since May, the military has stepped up operations in Shawal valley, which straddles
the region of North and South Waziristan along the border with Afghanistan, and is dotted with
militant bases. Earlier on Tuesday, at least 18 suspected militants were killed as Pakistan Air
Force jets bombed hideouts of terrorists. Tuesday’s strikes followed on from strikes in the same
region on Monday, when air strikes left as many as 55 militants dead in North Waziristan.
Residents have reported continuous bombing since Sunday, when Punjab Home Minister Lt Col
(retd) Shuja Khanzada was among 19 people killed by a suicide bomber in Attock. “Jet air bombing
destroyed five militant hideouts and killed 25 militants,” said one of the two officials who confirmed
the death toll.

PESHAWAR: The federal government on Wednesday announced the establishment of civilian
courts in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata). Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Governor
Sardar Mahtab Ahmad Khan announced the decision to establish the courts at the inauguration
ceremony of Fata Tribunal Courtroom at the Federal Judicial Complex in Peshawar. “We will
establish civilian courts in all agencies of Fata and also post an additional political agent in every
agency whose sole responsibility will be to facilitate the court in his assigned agency,” said the
governor of KP. It is pertinent to mention that the Fata Tribunal was established in 2011, but a
functioning courtroom was not present for the tribunal. A Case Management Information System
(CMIS) was developed using the Multi Donor Fund Trust (MDFT) and will function in the
courtroom. A case registered in the court, took an average of 142 days to resolve, but now after
the introduction of CMIS, it would be resolved in 92 days. A total of 1,075 cases were registered in
the court, out of which 821 have been resolved till date. “Residents of tribal areas will also get the
right to appeal in the courts,” said Khan.

The governor also said that the tribal population has been affected the most by the war on terror
being waged in the country. Earlier in May, the Fata Tribunal had been constituted by the KP
governor and a former bureaucrat Sange Marjan Khan was appointed its chairman. The Fata
Tribunal was introduced in 2011 by making amendments in section 55A of the Frontier Crimes
Regulations. The Fata Tribunal comprises a chairman and two members, appointed by the
governor. The chairman shall be a person who has been a civil servant of not less than BPS-21
and having experience of tribal administration. One of the members shall be qualified to be
appointed as judge of the high court and should be well conversant with traditions. The other
member shall be a former civil servant of not less than BPS-20.

WEB DESK: Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar said on Wednesday the war against terrorism needs
to be won at all costs for the development and prosperity of the country. “Elimination of terrorism a
must for prosperity,” Nisar said, while addressing the 30th passing out parade of Punjab
Rangers in Mandi Bahauddin. Further, Nisar said it is the responsibility of Rangers to defend the
country’s frontiers along with fighting terrorism inside the country. “Rangers have the responsibility
to safeguard the country and ensure its security,” he said. Referring to the Attock blast the interior
minister said, “Terrorists are hitting soft targets; however, the entire nation stands united and
Rangers need to take action against such militant groups that are spreading anarchy and chaos in
the country through financial help from other nations.” Reiterating that security agencies have full
support of the nation in the war against terror, Nisar stated that the government has allocated a
sum of Rs45 billion for civil armed forces.

WEB DESK: A document, allegedly belonging to the Islamic State was found in the tribal areas of
Pakistan by the American Media Institute (AMI). According to reports, the document titled ‘A Brief
History of the Islamic State Caliphate (ISC): The Caliphate According to the Prophet’, was
discovered in the tribal areas of Pakistan, written in Urdu. Much like Adolf Hitler's autobiographical
manifesto, Mein Kampf, the 32-page document includes a graphic depiction of the six stages of the
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Islamic State. A US intelligence official who confirmed the authenticity of the document stated that
according to the diagram, the fifth phase declares the caliphate will be followed by a final phase,
“open warfare” in 2017. US Defense Intelligence Agency Director General Michael Flynn stated,
“While the world is watching videos of beheadings and crucifixions in Irag and Syria the Islamic
State is moving into North Africa.” Further, while it remains unclear as to why the militant group
aims to proceed towards India as its future battleground rather than Western Europe, IS, in the
document, conveniently declared that Pakistan and Afghanistan are set to be its next areas for
terror camps.

A history of IS and its previous missions was also explained in the document which the AMI claims
stated, “Accept the fact that this caliphate will survive and prosper until it takes over the entire
world.” Swiftly ignoring the group’s ongoing mission in Libya and other countries in the West, the
document contained another statement by the IS which suggested the group was now aiming to
move towards the Arab world, “focusing on the armed uprising for the establishment of the
caliphate.”

WEB DESK: Pakistan Coast Guards said on Monday that they had arrested 47 would be illegal
migrants near Gwadar who were heading towards Iran, Radio Pakistan reported. According to
initial details, the migrants, including 39 Afghan nationals, were apprehended near Nalient, Gwadar
while using unauthorised travel routes to get into Iran. The Coast Guards further added that the
migrants did not have valid documents. After initial investigations, they were handed over to the
Federal Investigation Agency for further investigation and prosecution.

WEB DESK: Airstrikes left at least 65 suspected militants dead in North Waziristan aand Khyber
Agency on Monday, Inter Services Public Relations said. The airstrikes come a day after a suicide
bombing killed Punjab Home Minister Shuja Khanzada. According to Radio Pakistan, ISPR said
that among other militants, two suicide bombers were killed in the strikes. While 55 terrorists were
killed in Shawal and Gharmali areas on North Waziristan, another 15 were targeted in Rajgal area
of Khyber Agency. The deeply forested ravines of Shawal Valley and Datta Khel are popular
smuggling routes between Pakistan and neighbouring Afghanistan, and are dotted with militant
bases used as launch pads for attacks on Pakistani forces. Meanwhile, AFP quoted the military
saying 50 terrorists were killed in precise aerial strikes. “At least 50 terrorists were killed in precise
air strikes in Shawal and Gharlamai this afternoon. There are reports that the terrorists’
infrastructure in the area, including their ammunition dump, is badly damaged,” the military said in
a statement. Earlier, intelligence officials told Reuters that 24 militants were killed in the airstrikes.
Two intelligence officials, who declined to be identified as they were not authorised to speak on the
record, said Monday’s airstrikes took place at 10 am in the Zoi Nari, Lataka, Mizer Madakhel and
Shawal areas of North Waziristan. “Jet bombing destroyed six militant hideouts and killed 24
militants hiding in this area,” said one of the officials, adding that the dead included some
foreigners. A second official confirmed the deaths but declined comment when asked if the strikes
were in retaliation for Sunday’s attack in Punjab, which killed nine people, including the provincial
security chief. Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan used to control all of mountainous North Waziristan,
which includes the Shawal Valley and Datta Khel, and runs along the Afghan border. But Pakistan
Army recaptured most of the region in a major armed operation launched last June. NATO forces
had long urged Pakistan for such an offensive, saying Taliban safe havens in the country were
being used to attack NATO and Afghan forces in Afghanistan. Since May, the military has stepped
up operations in Shawal Valley, where the Taliban still operates freely. The area is a stronghold of
Khan “Sajna” Said, the leader of a Taliban faction whose name the United States last year put on a
sanctions list of “specially designated global terrorists”. Most phone lines to the area have been cut
and military roadblocks limit civiian movement. It is not possible to independently verify security
forces’ claims of attacks and deaths. The TTP mainly fight against the government in Islamabad
and are separate from, but allied with, the Afghan Taliban that ruled Afghanistan in the late 1990s
before being expelled in a US-led military intervention.

NEW DELHI / MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistan’s High Commissioner in New Delhi Abdul Basit on
Sunday said Islamabad is ‘very’ concerned about the recent ceasefire violations by Indian forces
along the Line of Control and working boundary. “There have been 70 ceasefire violations from this
[the Indian] side of the working boundary during July and August. We are obviously very
concerned about that,” Basit, who was summoned by India’s external affairs ministry earlier in the
day, told reporters in New Delhi. At least three more people, two of them women, were injured in
shelling by Indian forces in the Nikial sector of the LoC on Sunday. The injured — identified as
Sardar Hanif, his daughter Mariam and a woman Naheed Akhtar — could not be moved to a
hospital due to the continuous barrage of heavy arms, sources said. They added that the Pakistan
Army retaliated in a befitting manner. With just days left before Pakistan and India’s national
security advisers meet, the flare up in cross-border firing incidents is likely to cast a shadow over
the talks. India meanwhile, claims Pakistani forces violated the 2003 ceasefire 32 times in August,
an allegation that Pakistan has denied.

New Delhi claims six people, including a woman, were killed in recent firing by Pakistani forces in
the Poonch sector. In an official statement, the ministry said it had “lodged a protest and conveyed
India’s anger at unprovoked firing by Pakistani troops since August 8, particularly with regard to the
incidents of yesterday and today in Poonch that saw the systematic targeting of our civilian
populations and the use of high calibre weapons.” According to the statement, India raised the
issue on several occasions at the director general military operations (DGMO) level. “Assurances
were received from Pakistan’s military authorities that the firings would stop and that their troops
would be instructed accordingly. But in fact the firings have continued up until today,” it said. New
Delhi urged Islamabad to “take necessary steps to ensure that the Pakistan military does not
undermine peace and tranquility along the LoC and international border,” the statement added.
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LAHORE: The business community has asked the government to pass on the benefit of reduction in
the price of crude oil in the international market to the trade, industry, agriculture sector and masses
by reducing POL prices by at least Rs 15 per litre.Addressing a meeting of businessmen at LCCI on
Saturday, Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry Senior Vice President Mian Nauman Kabir said
the price of crude oil was at the lowest in the internationals market but the government has not
passed its full benefit to the trade, industry and agriculture sector. Kabir said that it was sheer
injustice with the traders and masses “If fuel is heavily taxed the entire economy would suffer, and the
same happened in Pakistan as the repeated increases in the POL prices have ruined the industrial
and economic activities,” the LCCI senior vice president added. He said that only because of high
cost of doing business in Pakistan, a large number of industrial units have already shifted to other
countries, and the recent decision would force more industrialists to do the same. He said not just the
industrial sector but the agriculture sector is also suffering badly because of high prices of petroleum
products. “Pakistan’s agriculture sector is the engine of growth. A cut in petroleum prices would bring
down the input cost of agriculture production, as high speed diesel is used in tractors, tube-wells,
harvesters, threshers and other agriculture machinery.” Kabir also demanded the government bring
down the electricity prices.

The Government has launched several power generation projects based on various technologies and
fuels to overcome electricity shortage in the country. According to official sources, Private Power and
Infrastructure Board is processing projects based on hydro, coal and LNG with cumulative capacity of
8050 MW. These projects are at various stages of processing and development. Alternative Energy
Development Board is pursuing development of Renewable Energy based power projects through
private sector. Nine wind power projects of 477 MW capacity have achieved financial closing and are
under construction. Three solar power projects of 100 MW capacity each are under construction.
Biomass based electricity projects are also at different stages of development.

LAHORE: Punjab Food Authority teams on Saturday sealed many food units, outlets and
restaurants, including a salt producing factory over serious cleanliness, health, hygiene and
adulteration issues.The teams also imposed fine on various food outlets and roadside vendors for
ignoring the hygiene standards and parameters.A special team headed by PFA Director (Operations)
Ms Ayesha Mumtaz sealed an unnamed salt production unit in Gujjarpura over adulteration and
flouting hygiene rules.The team also sealed a unit of Ayesha Foods and imposed fine on its bakery
section in Samanabad. It sealed Ghuasia Naan Shop and Hot Roast Restaurant in Gulshan-i-Ravi
area.Ravi Town team sealed ljaz Salt Factory near Lorri Adda (Peeco Road), besides getting a
worker arrested and lodging a case against the accused.The team sealed Pak-Kashmir Hotel at Qila
Muhammadi and imposed fine on Phajja Siri Pai, Taj Mahal Sweets, Raja Tea Stall and Desi Murgh
Chanay in Ali Park.Data Ganj Bakhsh Town team sealed Fri Chicks at Queen’s Road and Salman
Sweets and Bakers at Ferozepur Road. It imposed fine on Ganga Ram Hospital Canteen and Ghaus
Bakers at Temple Road.Gulberg Town team sealed Hafiz Dahi Bhallay, Haidri Paan Shop, Bismillah
Yaseen Hotel, Students Food Point and Wasim Murgh Chanay in Model Colony area.lgbal Town PFA
team sealed Al-Makka Pakwan Centre and Chattha Pakwan Centre in Sabzazar, while the Nishtar
Town team sealed Usman Foods and imposed fine on Fomex Food.The teams in Wahga and
Shalimar towns sealed Shakil Nimko Factory and Al-Noor Milk Shop in Lakhudero and on the GT
Road, respectively.According to PFA officials, the sealed businesses would be allowed to function
after a period of seven days subject to compliance of hygiene-related instructions.Meanwhile, various
price control magistrates on Saturday got arrested 64 shopkeepers involved in overcharging. They
also imposed a fine of Rs64,700 on several others, according to a spokesman.

LAHORE: Field teams of the Punjab Food Authority (PFA) on Saturday sealed several food
production units, outlets, restaurants, eateries and imposed fine on others for flouting hygiene
standards and regulations.A special team headed by director operations Ayesha Mumtaz sealed
Zenith meat production unit on Raiwind Road for running business without license, medical fitness
certificates of food handlers, poor cleanliness on premises, personnel hygiene and other issues. The
situation was so pathetic that the team got three persons arrested besides lodging an FIR against
them.A Ravi Town team sealed Fast Pizza Hutt in Shahdara over poor sanitation, non-compliance of
instructions, absence of medical fitness certificates of the staff and use of rancid oil.It also sealed Haji
Burger, Butt Tikka, Baba Farid Paan Shop and imposed a heavy fine on Lahore Broast in Shahdara.
A Shalimar Town team sealed Fiaz Bakery and imposed fine on Al-Fareed Hotel in China Scheme.
The fine was also imposed on Fazal Sweets and Cakes and Bakes near Neelam Cinema (Chowk
Nakhuda).A PFA team based in Aziz Bhatti Town imposed fine on Fazal Sweets and Bakers in
Dharampura.According to officials, the sealed food units, outlets and eateries would be de-sealed
after one week subject to gravity of offence and fulfilling of the food safety and handling requirements
as per rules and regulations.sacrificial animals: The City District Government of Lahore on Friday
decided to set up six sale points for sacrificial animals, directing the respective town municipal
administrations to ensure provision of all necessary facilities for buyers and sellers.The sale points
are Bakar Mandi at Shahpur Kanjran (Multan Road, near Jinnah Bus Terminal), Bismillah Housing
Scheme (GT Road), LDA Avenue-l (Raiwind Road), Bankers Society near Kahna Interchange, area
near Saggian overhead bridge and Bilal Town.“We have to ensure sale/purchase of sacrificial
animals strictly at these points alone. And the TMAs will be required to take action against those
selling animals at the places other than the designated points,” District Coordination Officer retired
Capt Muhammad Usman said while presiding over a meeting. He directed the officials concerned to
complete all arrangements related to lighting, sheds, water, fodder, tenting, bank booths etc at these
points before the start of animals’ sale.Meanwhile, various price control magistrates on Friday had

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. %
v



23 (<. CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

arrested 48 shopkeepers for overcharging.

IESCO all set to provide ISLAMABAD - The one amongthe ten power distribution outlets, Islamabad Electric Supply
real time relief to Company (IESCO) has set an example that how by improving the operational and managerial
services, the electricity consumers of the region can be facilitated with uninterrupted supply of
electricity particularly when the entire country has been facing the treacherous unscheduled and
scheduled power outages. The IESCO, who has been declared the 1st ranking power distribution
outlet of the country in an annual evaluation report of National electric Power
Regulatory Authority(NEPRA), has diminished the Transmission and Distribution Losses (T&D) upto
9.41per cent against the set targeted figure 9.44per cent by NEPRA during the Fiscal Year (FY)
2014-2015. In a special sitting with Muhammad Yousaf Awan, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Islamabad Power Distribution Company, it has learnt that the company to improve its performance to
facilitate its consumers has spent more than Rs9.257 billion on development works including the
upgradation and conversion of 33-66Kv grid stations into 132Kv Grid system during last five years.
The CEO of the company informed Pakistan Observer that Rs2.807 billion have been spent on
establishment of 18 new grid station during last five years, while Rs2.047 has been spent to lay the
473.598 Kilometer long 132Kv new transmission live in the region.

According to the document, T&D losses of IESCO was recorded upto 10.8per cent in FY 2008-2009,
however within the stipulated time of five years, the said company has achieved the target to bring
down the losses parallel to set procedure of NEPRA. Replying to a question, The CEO said that three
new grid stations are to set up at Chakri Road, Sangjani and Bahar Kahu with financial assistance of
Asian Development Bank (ADB), adding “Some grids 66 KV and 33 KV were also upgraded to 132
KV to address low voltage issue”, he maintained. He said that sufficient transformers of 100 KV and
200 KV were in stock and orders for more transformers were placed for procurement, while an
amount of Rs400-500 million was spent every year on replacement and repair of old distribution
system, he added. “One of the unique services Customers Relationship Management (CRM) is going
to be launched in couple of days, which will provide relief to electricity consumers of IESCO
to submit their complaints in speedy and easy manners. Now the consumers would be able
to register their complaints regarding over-billing, load-shedding etc through SMS”, The CEO said.

consumers : CEO
Pakistan Observer, August 22,
2015

The CEO said that currently, the IESCO has 2.4 million consumers including 18 million domestic
consumers, adding “All our efforts were being made to facilitate the consumers at their door steps
and the SMS service would be another milestone to ensure speedy redressal of the consumer’s
complaints”, he said. Initially this service was being launched in Islamabad and Rawalpindi, however
gradually the facility would be extended to all five operational circles of the company including Attock,
Chakwal and Jehlum etc. CEO further told that to improve the customer services, hiring process of
engineers, customer service officers and technical staff have been started on lifting of ban by the
government. IESCO has completed the recruitment process for officers on 1st priority in view of the
importance of these positions sat sub-division level. Placement of qualified engineers/officers instead
of lower rank officials at sub division level will further improve the customer services and overall
performance of the company. Responding the question about the recovery, Mr. Awan was of the view
that the recovery from private sector in IESCO region is well defined as 99.34per cent; however he
expressed his deep concerns over the receivable of Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK) government
about Rs36 billion. Another milestone of the company is toinstall smart meters. The
Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) has started to install smart meters to help ensure
correct meter readings and address over-billing issue. The PC-1 of the project was in final stage and
the project would be implemented in next three years with the financial assistance of Asian
Development Bank (ADB), while the project is initially being started in IESCO and Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO) at the cost of Rs 18 billion.

Regarding power load-shedding, Mr. Awan was of the view that 6-8 hour power load- shedding was
being carried out in urban and rural areas respectively while zero hour load-shedding was being
carried out in industrial area as per the directives of the government. He said the IESCO has no
system constraints like other power distribution companies. “If power is supplied as per the demand,
there will be no load-shedding in the IESCO region,” he said. The Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) has been ranked first in performance by the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) in its annual evaluation report. The ranking has been determined
considering different performance parameters comprising transmission and distribution losses;
recovery; timeframe for new connection; average duration of load-shedding; complaints; safety and
fault rate, etc. IESCO, according to the report, has taken steps like construction of grid stations,
augmentation of power transformer, construction of transmission lines. It has also provided facilities
to customers like establishment of complaints centers, call centre, chief executive complaint and
monitoring cell, distribution control centre, customer services centre operational round the clock.
IESCO mobile team also visits areas to facilitate customers in correction of bills, deduction of paid
arrears and provision of duplicate bills, etc. The performance evaluation report prepared by NEPRA is
based on the achievements of power distribution companies (Discos) and is aimed at bringing about
reforms in the energy sector.

Mangla Dam filled to The Mangla Dam is filled to its maximum storage level of 1242 feet above the mean sea level
capacity prompting project authorities to strictly follow the criterion jointly devised by all stakeholders to fill the
Business Recorder, August 22, reservoir. This year, the Water and Power Authority has adopted the filling mechanism with special
2015 reference to the floods in the other Western rivers namely Chenab and Indus. The dam also filled to
its maximum level last year, providing about 2.88 million acre feet of additional water for irrigation,
which also helped generate 620 million additional units of low-cost hydel electricity during the last
fiscal year. The dam was raised by 30 feet in December 2009 to increase water storage level of the
reservoir up to 1242 feet above mean sea level. Thus, water storage capacity of the Mangla reservoir
increased to 7.4 MAF from 4.6 MAF. As a result of the raised Mangla Dam, the additional 2.88 MAF
of water can irrigate another 1.314 million acres of land, and generate 644 million additional units of
electricity per annum from the existing Mangla Hydel Power Station. With completion of the raised
Mangla Dam, the Mangla has become the biggest water reservoir in the country surpassing Tarbela,
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which has a live storage capacity of 6.45 MAF. The dam has not only stored additional water but is
also playing a pivotal role in mitigating the flood by trimming peak water inflows. The dam, the first-
ever mega multi-purpose project in Pakistan, was completed in 1967 with storage capacity of 5.88
MAF which reduced to 4.6 MAF due to sedimentation till 2004. Subsequently, Mangla Dam Raising
Project was initiated in 2004 with a view to maximising hydro potential of River Jhelum. The project
was substantially completed in December 2009.

SARGODHA: The Sargodha police registered on Friday water theft cases against at least 50
landlords of suburban villages but they (police) were reluctant to disclose their identities.Earlier, the
canal department had reportedly submitted several written complaints regarding water theft, but the
police did not register any case due to the alleged involvement of some politicians.A local landlord,
Hakim Khan, alleged that officials of the canal department were indulged in corruption and were
patronizing water thieves.He said officials did not take any interest in plugging of breaches and the
de-silting of canals.He said that both sides of the Mitha Luk drain were brick-lined but they were
broken from most of the spots to steal water, particularly for car washing. “Officials don’t bother to
take any action against those involved in damaging the public property. They are only interested in
usurping the funds allocated for brick-lining and desilting of the canal,” he said.

LAHORE: A city district government special monitoring team on Friday detected a large quantity of
dengue larvae at the state-run asphalt plant on Outfall Road and had its in-charge arrested for
ignoring dengue regulations.The team also got a case registered against the plant in-charge after
District Coordination Officer retired Captain Muhammad Usman sought legal action.“The plant is
being run under the executive district officer (works and services)’s administration, and detection of
dengue larvae there is surprising. That's why | ordered arrest of the plant in-charge besides
registration of a case against him,” Usman told Dawn.He said the objective behind taking action
against government offices and installations for flouting dengue regulations was to set a precedent
that no one was above the law.

KARACHI: Representatives of public sector university teachers and non-teaching staff held
successful negotiations with government officials on Friday after which they announced withdrawing
their strike call for Monday.“The government has agreed in writing that it would implement the earlier
agreement according to which the appointment of university registrar and controller of examinations
would remain with the university syndicate,” said president of the Federation of All Pakistan
Universities Academic Staff Associations-Sindh chapter Dr Ayaz Keerio.According to Dr Keerio, the
government has also agreed to table teachers’ proposed amendments to the Sindh universities act
2013 on the floor of the provincial assembly.The meeting with secretary universities and boards Igbal
Durrani was organised at CM House and attended by members of the Sindh Universities Officers
Federation.

RAWALPINDI: The residents of Rawalpindi are facing long hours of unscheduled loadshedding,
which has made their lives miserable in hot and humid weather.The Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (lesco) blamed the tripping of electricity transformers due to excessive use of air-
conditioners and other electrical appliances for excessive power outages.With the level of humidity
going up in Rawalpindi and due to excessive use of air-conditioners, room-coolers and other
electrical appliances, dozens of transformers tripped on Thursday as well. The transformers tripped at
Tahli Morri, Sher Zaman Colony, Adiala Road, Pirwadhai, Gulistan Colony, Rawat, Dhoke Kala Khan
and several other localities. The majority of residents spent a sleepless night due to long hours of
unscheduled loadshedding.Ilslamabad Electric Supply Company (lesco) senior official Muhammad
Nadeem said that transformers tripped because of overload. The consumers use air-conditioners in
this unbearable hot and humid weather, therefore, transformers trip a lot, he claimed.Munir Ahmed, a
resident of Sher Zaman Colony, said that it was very difficult for them to bear the hot and humid
weather without electricity. “We cannot survive without water and electricity,” he said. He said that
they were also facing water shortage due to unscheduled loadshedding for a couple of days

KARACHI: Chairman, Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC), Muhammad Naeem has said
that the government has assigned to PAEC a target of generating around 40,000 Megawatts of
electricity by 2050 to help resolve the electricity crisis being faced by the country. "We are confident
about achieving this target within the stipulated period as all the requisite projects and plans are in
place for this purpose”, he added. He expressed these views while speaking as chief guest at the
13th Convocation of Karachi Institute of Power Engineering (KINPOE), adjacent to the Karachi
Nuclear Power Plant (KANUPP), said a statement on Friday. He said that PAEC is all set for meeting
the target set by the government to produce 8,800 MW of electricity by 2030. Naeem said that the
PAEC has been striving hard to enhance its role in power generation, as the country is facing power
shortage. He added that an immense contribution had been made by the graduates of Pakistan
Institute of Engineering and Applied Sciences (PIEAS) and Karachi Institute of Power Engineering
(KINPOE) to the country's nuclear programme.

PAEC has established 18 Atomic Energy Cancer Hospitals in different cities, providing diagnostics
and therapeutic facilities to nearby areas Around 800,000 patients per year are benefiting from these
hospitals which is roughly 80% of the total cancer patients in the country. Similarly in agriculture
sector, PAEC has established four agriculture research centres, namely, NIA at Tandojam, NIBGE
and NIAB at Faisalabad and NIFA in Peshawar. These centres are producing weather and disease
resistant crop varieties including wheat, rice, lentils, leguns and cotton. Around 88 new crop varieties
have been introduced to dates which are making a significant contribution towards the betterment of
agriculture sector in the country.Muhammad Naeem, later, conferred MS degrees in nuclear power
engineering (NPE) on KINPOE graduates along with medal and merit certificates to the position
holders. He congratulated all graduating students and hoped that they would play their due role in the
country’s development. On this occasion, Rector PIEAS Dr. Mohammad Aslam and Director KINPOE
Mr. Muhammad Tariq informed the audience about these human resource development institutes run
under the aegis of PAEC. In the convocation, Ninety four graduates from 19th and 20th batches
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received their degrees of Master of Science in Nuclear Power Engineering.

Exemplary cordial KARACHI: Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif has said that exemplary cordial relations and
relations exist with cooperation is present between China and Pakistan especially in field of energy as this friendship
China: PM bonding would be further strengthened. The PM said this on Thursday as he performed here the

The News, August 21, 2015

inauguration of concrete pouring ceremony for construction of Karachi Nuclear Power Plant-II (K-11)
near the site of Kanupp. He said that K-l project was concrete evidence of cooperation between
China and Pakistan in field of nuclear-based energy production. He said that China had been playing
an important role in improvement of Pakistani economy while China had also rendered relentless
support to Pakistan on international level on many accounts. He said the K-II and K-III projects would
give further rise to friendship bonding between China and Pakistan. Nawaz Sharif said that he was
very pleased with performing concrete pouring of K-l project while deal for building Chashma-I
nuclear power plant had also been signed during his term in power. He said that this deal had paved
way for forging foreign cooperation in field of nuclear cooperation.

He said the nuclear power generation unit no 01 and 02 were best energy projects in the country
generating 600 Megawatts electricity on most inexpensive rates. Nawaz Sharif said he was pleased
that two more nuclear power plants i.e. Chashma unit 03 and unit 04 would also start generating 630
MWs electricity next year with assistance of a Chinese company.

Moreover, K-Il and K-III projects are being built near to Kanupp, which had been generating electricity
with success for last 43 years. He also thanked on the occasion the Chinese delegation, nuclear
power authority of China, and also Exim Bank of China for providing assistance for such modern
energy projects. The PM said on the occasion that economic analysts had acknowledged decisive
efforts of the government for restoration of peace situation owing to which inflation rate had been
brought down while business activities had been accelerated in the country. “Today transparency has
been prevailing here, confidence of investors has been restored while we have been trying to further
improve the positive image of the country for outside world,” said the PM. He said that his
government had given top priority to the cause of ending power load shedding from the country. He
said the country had been facing different challenges. While mission of martyred Home minister of
Punjab Shuja Khanzada for implementing National Action Plan against terrorism, would not end with
his demise but instead be furthered with full force. He condemned the recent attack on life of MNA of
Muttahida Quami Movement Abdul Rashid Godil saying that such acts would not cause at all to
weaken resolve and efforts of the government against terrorism and lawlessness.

He said that law-enforcement agencies concerned would continue fulfilling their obligations till
complete restoration of peace situation while no obstacle would be tolerated on this front at all. He
said that economic progress was achieved in the country through stability of peace situation as no
development could be achieved until elimination of terrorism. He said the international community
had expressed their fullest satisfaction over measures and steps being adopted by Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission and Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority for safety and security of nuclear
power installations in the country. The prime minister also praised efforts and services of Pakistan’s
atomic energy commission for making progress on projects of power generation using nuclear
energy. Chairman Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission Muhammad Naeem said on the occasion
planning had been done to construct three more nuclear power plants on the pattern of K-Il and K-III.
He said that nuclear power plants in Pakistan would be generating 8800 MWs electricity till year
2030.

KE'’s tarrif hike — what KARACHI: Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) President Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra has
was the govt thinking? vehemently criticised the government for giving the go ahead to K-Electric to raise its electricity tariffs
| R e T M ol for residential consumers which varies from 19 per cent to 30 per cent under various slabs, and has
become effective from July 14, 2015. “This unjust hike in K-Electric bills was received during the
month of August, and came as a shock for everyone, particularly the poor and middle-class segments
of society, he added. In a statement issued, lIftikhar Vohra urged the government to immediately
withdraw this unjust hike as it will terribly affect the common man’s life in the ongoing era of inflation.
The upsurge in the electricity tariff will also have an impact on the prices of numerous household
goods and exert unbearable pressure on the citizens of Karachi. He noted that K-electric’s tariffs
have been raised by 26 per cent (Rs 10.20 per unit) for consumers of 201-300 units, 30 per cent (Rs
16.00 per unit) for consumers of 301-700 units and 19 per cent (Rs 18.00 per unit) for consumers of
more than 700 units. The KCCI president said that although the government notified about the hike in
electricity tariff for residential consumers via SRO 677 (1) / 2015, this SRO was neither available on
K-Electric’'s website nor on the websites of Ministry of Water & Power and National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), ensuring that the public couldn’t to question why this raise has been
applied.

Iftikhar Vohra said that a number of people from all walks of life, while seeking KCCl’s assistance in
highlighting this serious issue, highly criticised the government and NEPRA for allowing K-electric to
raise its tariff for residential consumers which would badly hit the lower-income group and the
salaried class. It is a matter of grave concern that NEPRA usually holds public hearings prior to
revising electricity tariff but this raise granted to K-Electric has been imposed without staging a single
hearing. He was of the view that this anti-public step will prove counterproductive as it may affect K-
electric’s recoveries because the people won’t be able to pay off these exorbitant bills and the
situation may leave no other option for them but to go for illegal means including electricity theft.
Furthermore, the KCCI president mentioned that K-Electric’s operating expenditures must have gone
down nowadays as the international oil prices have declined sharply and are at all-time low. “Yet it is
highly unfair on part of the government to give go ahead to K-Electric to raise tariff without
considering the current scenario and without even thinking of the negative aftereffects on the lives of
the masses. Keeping in view the overall scenario, | once again vociferously urge the government to
withdraw the hike in K-Electric tariff for residential consumers,” he added.

Wagon owners KARACHI : Wagon owners announce to rebel against govt’s directive - Several private wagon
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announce to rebel owners, who provided pick and drop services to students, observed a strike on Friday to protest

against govt’s directive
Pakistan Today, August 21, 2015

against the government’s decision to remove CNG cylinders from their vehicles and paint their vans
yellow causing inconvenience to several parents and children. Due to the strike, many students failed
to attend their schools. Some of the students took rickshaw or taxis to reach their institution while
majority of them were accompanied to school by their parents on cars and motorcycles. The parents
were of the view that they would face difficulties in the future if the transporters continued their strike
and increased the fares. On the other hand, if they continue using CNG, the wagons will be
dangerous for their children. Transporters termed the government’s decision unwise and
unprecedented and refused to follow any of their orders. According to them, it will be very difficult for
transporters to remove CNG cylinders and ply their vehicles on petrol. Even if they obey the orders
and use petrol, it will surely put a financial burden on them and on poor parents. Some of the
transporters said the government should withdraw its decision or implement it even on private car
owners who had installed CNG cylinders. Traffic police have given more time to the wagon owners
according to which restriction on CNG and LPG driven vans will be levied from September 4.

APCNGA wants govt to withdraw ban

All Pakistan CNG Association (APCNGA) on Friday criticised the decision of Sindh government to
ban CNG cylinders in school vans terming it against the directives of the Supreme Court and
encroachment upon the powers of federal government. The decision is illegal and based on mala fide
intentions as a bid to hide incompetence of transport and traffic authorities. The federal government
has allowed CNG kits in all private and transport vehicles but the provincial government has taken a
decision which will benefit petrol mafia, said Ghiyas Abdullah Paracha. In a statement issued on
Friday, he said that dozens of countries were promoting CNG, the cheapest and safest fuel, which
also helps governments cut oil import bill but here the situation was different. He said that CNG
cylinders were very safe and not a single incident of CNG cylinder blast had been recorded in the
history of Pakistan. All incidents were result of illegal use of LPG cylinders in vehicles, faulty fittings or
use of faulty, substandard and welded cylinders in vehicles, he added. Ghiyas Paracha said that
traffic and transport authorities must come forward to take blame for the incidents which were result
of their negligence. He said Ogra had also declared CNG cylinders safe and LPG cylinders unsafe,
therefore both should not be treated at par. The leader of the CNG sector said that CNG was being
used in public transport on the directives of Supreme Court which could not be violated. The CNG
operators would protest if the illegal decision was not taken back immediately, he warned.

(IR ETE-NLNCECREN il {oJdl ISLAMABAD: The government is all set to increase gas tariff by six percent from September 1 to
([ 0e [TE5 {04 \ [ B {(oT1 1 -T-To 1 Al avert the economic collapse of the both gas utilities. However, there will be no raise in gas tariff for
1 domestic consumers. The increase in gas tariff was due since July 2014 and in the wake of political
The News. Auaust 21. 2015 compulsions, the government continued to resist the raise in tariff but now with the mounting pressure

» AUg ¢ from IMF, it is left with no option but to raise the gas tariff by 6 percent from September. Federal
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Shahid Khagan Abbasi stated this during a press talk
here on Thursday. The government is going to increase the gas tariff by six percent for industrial,
commercial, power, fertilizers and CNG sectors from September 1 and domestic consumers will not
be exposed to any raise in gas tariff. The minister disclosed a major development about Pakistan’ s
role in much-touted $10 billion Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (Tapi) gas pipeline saying
Pakistan will develop its stake in this mega project by purchasing 5 percent shares in the project and
to this effect it will invest $200 million.

Likewise, gas buyer countries Afghanistan and India will also purchase 5 percent shares each and
that a Turkmen company will lead the consortium with the investment of $12 billion for developing the
gas field. The minister said that the formal construction work on the trans-countries project will start
by December this year. The steering committee of the stakeholder countries on Tapi gas line project
has accorded approval to Pakistan procuring five percent shares of the project. Pakistan and India
will each get 1.32 billion cubic feet gas per day from the Tapi gas line. However, Afghanistan will be
getting 500 mmcfd gas per day. He said Pakistan and Qatar are close to ink the LNG deal on
government-to-government basis and to this effect there are some issues which need to be resolved.
Once the issues get resolved, LNG deal will be done, he said. Zahid Muzzafar, Advisor to Petroleum
Minister and Chairman of Board of Directors of Oil and Gas Development Company Limited
(OGDCL), told the media persons that the gas supply of 30 million cubic feet per day has started from
Sanjaro gas field in Sindh. In addition, 2500 barrels per day and 97 tones of LPG production have
also started. Mr Muzzafar also disclosed saying the huge gas reserves of 1.5 ftrillion cubic feet has
also been found in KUP gas field in Balochistan and in this said filed drilling process is still underway.

Karachi Chamber KARACHI: The Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) has criticised the government
criticises increase in for giving a green signal to K-Electric to raise tariff from 19 percent to 30 percent under various slabs
power tariff for residential consumers.President KCCI Iftikhar Ahmed Vohra said on Thursday that this unjust hike
The News, August 21, 2015 appeared in K-Electric bills received during the month of August is, “a shock for everyone,”

¢ ’ particularly the poor and middle-class segments of society.He noted that K-electric’s tariff was raised
by 26 percent (Rs10.20 per unit) for consumers of 201-300 units, 30 percent (Rs16.00 per unit) for
consumers of 301-700 units and 19 percent (Rs18.00 per unit) for consumers of more than 700
units.The chamber president said although the government notified raise in electricity tariff for
residential consumers through a notification but it was neither available on K-Electric’s website nor on
the websites of Ministry of Water and Power and National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA), restricting the public from analyzing why that raise was even applied.Vohra said it is a
matter of grave concern that NEPRA, which usually holds public hearings prior to revising electricity
tariff, granted the raise without staging a single hearing.“This anti-public step would prove
counterproductive as it might affect K-electric’s recoveries because the people won’t be able to pay
off those exorbitant bills and the situation might leave no other option for them but to go for illegal
means including electricity theft via Kunda connection,” he said.President KCCI further mentioned
that the international oil prices have declined sharply and are at all-time low, therefore K-Electric’'s
operating expenditures should have gone down nowadays.‘It is highly unfair on part of the
government to give go ahead to K-Electric to raise tariff without considering the current scenario and
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without even thinking of the negative after-effects on the lives of the masses,” he added.Vohra urged
the government to immediately withdraw that unjust hike as it would terribly affect common man’s life
in the ongoing era of inflation. The upsurge in electricity tariff will also have an impact on prices of
numerous household goods and exert unbearable pressure on the citizens of Karachi.

KARACHI - Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Thursday inaugurated the K-2 power project at the
Karachi Nuclear Power Plant (Kanupp) in Karachi. The power plant will generate 1,100MW electricity
upon completion. Addressing the ceremony, the Prime Minister said that eliminating energy crisis and
terrorism are the foremost priorities of the government. He appreciated the steps being taken by
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission for the safety of existing and under construction nuclear power
plants. He said the electricity supply situation has improved a lot as a result of steps taken by the
government. While commending the Chinese assistance in the nuclear power sector, Nawaz Sharif
said cooperation in the establishment of K-2 and K-3 nuclear power projects reflect strong bonds
between Pakistan and China. “Currently two nuclear power plants at Chashma are providing 600 MW
of cheap electricity to the country and Chashma Ill and IV are also being established with the
Chinese cooperation which will start producing 630 MW of electricity by next yearm” he added. Giving
his remarks on recent terrorist attacks on Punjab Home Minister Shuja Khanzada and MQM MNA
Rashid Godil, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said the terrorists are resorting to cowardly acts in
reaction to ongoing operation Zarb-e-Azb in the North Waziristan tribal region. He said such acts
cannot deter nation’s resolve in war on terror and the authorities concerned will continue their battle
till restoration of complete law and order situation in the country.

KARACHI: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Thursday inaugurated the K-2 power project at the
Karachi Nuclear Power Plant (Kanupp) in Karachi. The power plant will generate 1,100MW electricity
upon completion.Addressing the ceremony, the Prime Minister said that eliminating energy crisis and
terrorism are the foremost priorities of the government.He appreciated the steps being taken by
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission for the safety of existing and under construction nuclear power
plants.He said the electricity supply situation has improved a lot as a result of steps taken by the
government.While commending the Chinese assistance in the nuclear power sector, Nawaz Sharif
said cooperation in the establishment of K-2 and K-3 nuclear power projects reflect strong bonds
between Pakistan and China.“Currently two nuclear power plants at Chashma are providing 600 MW
of cheap electricity to the country and Chashma Ill and IV are also being established with the
Chinese cooperation which will start producing 630 MW of electricity by next yearm” he added.Giving
his remarks on recent terrorist attacks on Punjab Home Minister Shuja Khanzada and MQM MNA
Rashid Godil, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said the terrorists are resorting to cowardly acts in
reaction to ongoing operation Zarb-e-Azb in the North Waziristan tribal region.He said such acts
cannot deter nation’s resolve in war on terror and the authorities concerned will continue their battle
till restoration of complete law and order situation in the country.

ISLAMABAD: In order to enable investors to make informed choices about financial products and
investments, the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has launched an
investor education initiative for investors’ protection and building their confidence.The programme is
aimed at educating various segments of public, including students, professionals and retirees
through virtual and physical means about capital markets, insurance, non-banking finance
companies and corporate sector.On June 8, the SECP launched its educational web portal under
the brand name Jamapunji as a gateway to educating different segments of the society through
digital technology. The commission has taken numerous measures to create awareness among the
public on financial planning and investment avenues available in Pakistan’s capital markets through
the web portal Jamapunji.In promoting investor education, Jamapunji is vital to reach out to existing
and potential capital market investors. In order to spread the message among the target audience,
the SECP has decided to ask all listed companies to include an informational message on
Jamapuniji in their annual reports. Besides, all the companies intending to issue prospectuses would
also be required to publish the same in their prospectuses.Earlier, all public sector companies and
licensed entities have been directed to place Jamapunji’'s logo and web link on the homepage of
their websites. The commission’s decision requiring Jamapunji's weblink on intermediaries’
websites has significantly expanded its outreach both to existing and potential investors.

Authorities are investigating officials at the national identity database agency for allegedly issuing ID
cards to militants, including some linked to al Qaeda, in return for bribes as small as US$100.The
country’s main spy agency, the Inter-Services Intelligence agency (ISl), uncovered the alleged
corrupt practices at the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) during ongoing anti-
terrorism operations, according to official documents. “It has been found that many NADRA officials
are involved in facilitating miscreants and terrorists in obtaining fake identity,” said ISI
correspondence seen by AFP.’50,000 fake ID cards'The ISI investigation also found that three
Uzbek nationals who were arrested in Qatar for robbing a bank also carried Pakistani identity
papers.Several dozen Chinese nationals and Maldivians were also issued Pakistani ID cards, with
NADRA officials taking bribes of Rs10,000 to Rs20,000 rupees in return.The intelligence probe has
named about 40 NADRA officials involved in issuing the fake paperwork in Karachi, including a
retired army brigadier and a retired colonel.

RAWALPINDI: Station Commander Brig Zahid Ahmed Rana inaugurated the accident and
emergency department at Cantonment General Hospital (CGH) yesterday.Addressing on the
occasion, MS Cantonment General Hospital Athar Naeem Khakwani said the newly built
department was equipped with best quality equipment and qualified doctors would provide adequate
health facilities to the victims.On the occasion, Brig Zahid gave awards to the members of different
organisations which imparted training to doctors working in the emergency department.Chief
Executive Rawalpindi Cantonment Board, Faheem Zafar Khan, Medical Superintendent Athar
Naeem Khakwani, Additional Chief Executive Officer Rana Ramiz, Deputy CEOs Tayaba Naseer
Sindhu and Rana Abdul Wahab and Vice President Cantonment Board Raja Jahandad were
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present on the occasion.

QUETTA: The Pakistan Army has assured the Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) of its support in
carrying out polio eradication campaigns along the border with Afghanistan, particularly at the
Friendship Gate crossing in Chaman.The assurance came during a meeting held at the EOC office
here on Wednesday to review the strategy of vaccinating children at permanent transit points. It was
presided over by EOC Coordinator Dr Syed Saifur Rehman and attended by the representative of
Southern Command, Maj Inam Haider, Dr Abdul Aziz of Unicef, the World Health Organisation’s Dr
Sarfraz Jamaldini, Dr Anwar of the Extended Programme for Immunisation and others.Dr.Jamaldini
told the meeting that there were 57 permanent transit vaccination points in Balochistan but only 46
were functional. Six points are located along the Afghan border and 16 along Balochistan’s borders
with other provinces.The facilities available at the Friendship Gate were not up to the mark, he said
and called for setting up a permanent transit point there to improve the vaccination coverage.The
meeting was informed about lack of shades and umbrellas for field staff, poor maintenance of cold
chain for vaccines, security concerns and validation of vaccination data.Dr Rehman said an
improvement in the coverage in areas along the Afghan border would significantly help in eradicating
poliovirus.“It is a national cause as important as maintaining law and order,” he said.Maj Haider said
the army realised the importance of the polio eradication campaigns and assured the meeting that the
army would support the drive.The meeting decided that army officials would visit the Friendship Gate
to review the situation and take steps to improve the coverage. Polio workers will be placed at a
better location to get access to more children crossing the border.A meeting will be held between the
border security forces and EOC officials on a monthly basis to improve coordination between them.

FAISALABAD: The Pakistan Medical Association, Faisalabad chapter, has refused to get registered
with the Healthcare Commission and announced closing state-run and private hospitals if the
commission tries to seal any clinic or hospital in the name of inspection.The decision has been taken
at a meeting held with PMA President Dr Rai Arif in the chair here the other day. Representatives of
the private hospital association were also present.PMA Secretary Dr Mohammad Irfan said that
participants had criticised the PMA’s Punjab decision which favoured the registration process and
urged doctors to get themselves registered with the commission.He said it had been decided
unanimously that not a single doctor of Faisalabad would get himself registered with the
commission.He said the registration with the commission was tantamount to tightening a grip on
doctors that would hit treatment facilities for the poor segment of society.He said the commission
would impose varied taxes and fee on doctors which would not be accepted.Dr Irfan said the
commission had been trying to impose rules and regulations of US hospitals and clinics on Pakistani
doctors which won’t work.He said that rules must be introduced keeping in view the ground realities
and culture of Pakistan.The commission has fixed Thursday (today) the last date for the registration
without any fee. After registration, the commission will start inspection of clinics and hospitals to
check their level and will take action accordingly which is unacceptable, he added.

The secretary said the meeting also opposed the Punjab government decision of privatizing hospitals
and dispensaries in 10 districts of the province.He said the government should improve the health
and education sectors for the wellbeing of society instead of commercializing them.The PMA would
not tolerate the exploitation of public through commercialization of health institutes, he said.Dr Irfan
said that Dr Arif had been tasked with contacting the PMA chapters in other districts, including
Chiniot, Multan, Muzaffargarh, Toba Tek Singh, Jhang, Sargodha, Mianwali, Rahim Yar Khan, and
convinced them to resist the move of registration with the commission.Owners of private hospitals
had the stance that the US had been providing health insurance to its citizens, but the situation in
Pakistan was entirely different as patients were poor having no means even to afford their long
treatment, he said.To meet the criteria of the commission, patients would have to spend heavy
amount on various kinds of tests prior to taking even a tablet, he said.Private hospitals and the PMA
would move shoulder to shoulder against the PMA’s Punjab decision, he said.

TOBA TEK SINGH: A fake doctor’s ‘hospital’ was raided in Kamalia’s Chak 54/2-GB, Tukra village,
on Wednesday evening where about 70 patients were admitted out of whom 15 were operated upon
on the pretext of curing various diseases.Executive District Officer (EDO) Dr Nawaz Ranjha told
reporters that a team he led, including Kamalia Assistant Commissioner Hafiz Najeeb, District Health
Officer Dr Khalid Mirza, District Drug Inspector Saqgib Javed and Tehsildar Rana Igbal, raided the
‘hospital’ of fake doctor ljaz Bhutta on public complaints.Bhutta and his staff managed to escape. He
said the team found 15 of the 70 patients admitted there had been operated upon for major diseases.
All patients were shifted to a government hospital in ambulances.He said all surgical tools, clinical
laboratory equipment, machinery and X-ray machine were seized and a medial store sealed.A case
was registered against Bhutta and police were conducting raids to arrest him.

PESHAWAR : A spokesman of Peshawar Electricity Supply Company (PESCO) has clarified that
loadshedding is due to energy crisis in the country and Pesco is not responsible for this. He said that
in those areas where line losses are less and recovery is better, minimum loadshedding is being
carried out. He said that due to system constraints and to save the system from collapse, PESCO is
compelled to carry out loadshedding. Similarly, low voltage problem is due to low pressure in
transmission lines and grid system, which cause low voltage to the public, he added. He further said
that Pesco faces difficulties to resolve loadshedding issue due to illegal use of electricity which
causes over loading of the system and distribution system trips again and again. He further said that
Pesco is striving hard to facilitate customers and provide stable power supply to all parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. PESCO requested for the cooperation of general public in conservation of energy and
avoiding excessive use of electricity.

ISLAMABAD: In a landmark step to strengthen Routine Immunisation programme and accelerate the
global eradication of polio, Pakistan is introducing the injectable Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) into
its routine immunisation programme, says a press release.Today’s introduction of IPV as part of the
routine immunisation schedule in the country is part of a worldwide roll-out of the vaccine across 126
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20, 2015 countries -- the largest and fastest globally-coordinated vaccine introduction project in history. It is
funded by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), and support is channelled through Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, WHO and Unicef. IPV is an extremely safe vaccine, whether used alone or in
combination with other vaccines. When receiving IPV during routine immunization, children will also
benefit by being immunised with other potentially life-saving vaccines.The formal introduction of IPV
in the Routine Immunization programme is to be carried out in a National Launch tomorrow that will
be presided over by Minister of State, Saira Afzal Tarar. Provincial representatives, government
officials, development partners, parliamentarians and select gathering of civil society and media will
also participate.

“The introduction of IPV is a result of significant progress for our country in term of strengthening
Routine Immunization,” said Dr. Syed Saglain Ahmad Gilani, National Programme Manager, EPI.
“We are another step closer to ridding the world of the terrible disease of polio, and it is a result of our
efforts to improve the currents state of Routine Immunization in the country. Participation of provincial
representatives is manifestation of unity for the cause here, he added.”The introduction of IPV is a
critical milestone towards ensuring a healthy future for all children by eradicating the menace of polio
from Pakistan,” said Angela Kearney, Unicef Representative in Pakistan. “This is a major step
towards eventual withdrawal of the oral polio vaccine and introduction of a vaccine which not only
boosts the immunity against polio but will also help us to achieve and sustain elimination of this
crippling disease.“| really welcome the introduction of IPV as it will give all infants a chance to bolster
their immunity against polio, especially those previously missed by polio vaccination campaigns.
Further, this introduction is a necessary step in the endgame to stop polio where all polio vaccination
will eventually stop following the world’s last case”, said Dr. Michel Thieren, WHO Representative in
Pakistan.The poliovirus is endemic in three countries worldwide: Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan.
However Nigeria could be taken off the list of polio endemic countries if no further case is recorded
before the end of September.The introduction of IPV into routine immunisation schedules is a critical
step to achieve a lasting polio-free world. The use of routine immunization as the primary way to
deliver IPV will be critical to secure a polio-free future and to help sustain the gains made by the
eradication efforts.

=L [T MG [L M (oW o T-X{-18 RAWALPINDI: The Punjab government has approved one of the biggest schemes prepared for the
up at District District Headquarters Hospital in last 15 years through which it apart from having a number of

) essential equipment and machines would be able to establish a paediatrics unit.The PC-1 of the
Headquarters Hospital scheme for equipment worth Rs129.625 million was sent to the provincial government under Annual
The News International, August Development Programme 2015-16 which has been approved, said DHQ Hospital Medical
20, 2015 Superintendent Dr. Khalid Randhawa while talking to ‘The News’ on Wednesday.He said the hospital
has been facing shortage of equipment and machines for properly accommodating poor patients
visiting the hospital for years. Keeping this in mind, he prepared a scheme for the required equipment
and machines.The scheme includes purchase of a laundry plant. The District Headquarters Hospital
is the only teaching hospital having no laundry plant, said Dr. Randhawa. He said the scheme also
includes five ventilators and three portable X-Ray machines along with one colour doppler ultrasound
and a central oxygen system.“We have only five cardiac monitors and have demanded another 10
under the scheme,” he said, adding that the hospital also demanded anaesthesia workstation which
is not available in the hospital. Through the scheme, the hospital demanded of the government to
provide as many as 10 hydraulic ICU beds and two ultrasound machines to the hospital, said Dr.
Randhawa.

He said the hospital has five operation theatre tables available, while three more OT tables have
been demanded for properly catering to the needs of a heavy burden of patients the hospital has
been facing for years.He said the District Headquarters Hospital has only three haemodialysis
machines which are in no way sufficient to cater to the needs of a heavy burden of patients visiting
the hospital for dialysis. Keeping this in mind, the hospital administration has demanded the
government to provide three more machines to the hospital under the scheme, he said.To a query, he
said, the hospital has been operating gynaecology unit for decades but ironically there has not been a
paediatrics unit in the hospital. The hospital administration is planning to establish a 32-bed
paediatrics unit for which the required equipment and machinery has been demanded through the
scheme whose PC-1 was sent to the government in June this year, said Dr. Randhawa.The DHQ
Hospital administration has demanded two paediatric ventilators, one neonatal ventilator and 10
incubators for establishing a proper nursery for newborns, he said. He added the hospital has also
demanded a total of five phototherapy units for the planned paediatrics unit.To a query, he said after
approval of the scheme by the Punjab government, he hopes that equipment would be available to
the hospital before June 2016 and the hospital would be able to accommodate thousands of more
patients after a year.The District Headquarters Hospital is located in one the most crowded areas of
town, Raja Bazaar. Most people visiting the hospital belong to low income group and they should be
accommodated in the public sector hospital, said Dr. Randhawa while responding to a query.

PESCO rejects CM’s PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO) Wednesday said the company was not
claim of doing unscheduled loadshedding in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa rather scheduled loadshedding was being
B carried out.The PESCO spokesman clarifying the position of the company in the context of a
UL CODIEORIGET Yy T o[ statement of Chief Minister Pervez Khattak, said the country was facing energy crises and PESCO
ng was not exempted from it.He, however, said that less loadshedding is being done in the areas where

line losses are comparatively less and recovery is also better.Referring to low voltage problem, he
The Statesman, August 20, 2015 said low pressure transmission lines and Grid System cause low voltage problem but the issue
aggravates when people use direct hooks to get illegal electricity.Similarly, he said, due to natural
calamity, rains and storms also disrupt power supply but PESCO teams always respond on
emergency basis in such situation and try to remove the fault in minimum time.He said such kind of
power suspension may not be considered as unscheduled loadshedding.PESCO is striving best to
facilitate customers and provide stable power supply to all parts of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, he said
adding that PESCO needs public cooperation in energy conservation.He urged electricity consumers
to conserve energy and avoid excessive use of electricity for uninterrupted power supply to all the
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consumers. - APP

PESHAWAR: Provincial Health Minister Shehram Khan Taragai has imposed ban on posting and
transfers in Health department, especially in district headquarters hospitals till further order.Presiding
over a high level meeting here, he said the decision has been taken to overcome the shortage of staff
and doctors in hospitals and attached department, adding that it would help rationalize the posting of
the recently appointed staff in health department.The meeting attended by Secretary Health Mushtaq
Jadoon, Director Health Services Dr. Pervaiz Kamal and others discussed deficiency of doctors, other
technical staff and equipment and decided to constitute monitoring committees on divisional level to
submit report relating to the issue.The Minister directed to draft a summary of out of order equipment
and machines at hospitals of the province and provision of funds in this regard and submit it to the
Chief Minister.He directed District Health Officers to advertise all the vacant posts so that the
deficiency of staff could be overcome.He said that in the first phase, the deficiency of staff and
equipment in the hospitals of the province would be overcome and later the measures would be taken
to provide technical equipment to rural health centres and fill vacant vacancies there.The Minister
made it clear that no political influence or pressure would be accepted for posting, transfer in the
health department and every matter would be done purely on merit, he asserted. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Even as hundreds of aspiring candidates flock to the institution for the annual entrance
test on Wednesday, the National College of Arts’ (NCA) Rawalpindi campus faces the possibility of
being removed from the Higher Education Commission’s (HEC) list of recognised institutions for not
meeting their requirements.Administrative problems have plagued the institution for over a year now.
The HEC had written to the NCA principal in February, 2014, asking him to immediately resolve the
“governance issues” that existed between the Lahore campus and the Rawalpindi campus and asked
him to hire permanent faculty members. In addition, the commission urged the campus to upgrade
their facilities and acquire the necessary equipment, including heavy-duty generators, to meet the
Cabinet Criteria Guidelines for such institutions. HEC Chairman Dr Mukhtar Ahmed expressed
concern over the shortage of teaching staff at NCA Rawalpindi. “We have been asking NCA Lahore
to overcome this shortfall. The latest reminder [sent on August 6] is part of our campaign to alert
universities and degree-awarding institutions to overcome the shortfall of teachers because the
quality of education cannot be improved without proper staff,” he said.NCA Rawalpindi Director
Nadeem Omer Tarar admitted that HEC had written a warning letter to Rawalpindi campus, adding
that it was primarily because most lecturers were working on a non-permanent basis and there were
very few permanent teachers on campus.

A faculty member told Dawn that the college received a separate Rs100 million grant for the sub-
campus every year. However, administrative control still rests with the principal in Lahore.NCA
Rawalpindi was established in 2005 as a sub-campus of the prestigious NCA Lahore. The first batch
of 15 students graduated from this campus in 2008 and today, there are over 400 students at this
institute. But despite being around for so many years, the campus’ PC-1 is yet to be completely
implemented.According to the PC-1, the campus has 25 sanctioned posts for permanent faculty, but
only five permanent teachers. To overcome this shortage, the campus has been employing teachers
on an ad-hoc basis and sources say staff members’ contracts are only extended by a few months
each time they are renewed. The campus also lacks a digital library and other modern
facilities.Sources also said that the NCA Board of Governors (BoG) had abolished the post of director
in the Rawalpindi campus, but a final notification in this regard is yet to be issued. In the interim, Dr
Tarar is still calling the shots here.”l was appointed in a transparent manner and there was no issue
with my appointment... how can a campus be run without a director or administrator? These are the
grounds on which | took up the matter before the Cabinet Division,” Dr Tarar told Dawn.NCA Lahore
Principal Dr Murtaza Jafri, however, said that the position of director does not exist in the PC-1 of the
institution. He also played down the faculty shortage, saying that things had “settled down now”.In a
separate letter, written on Aug 11 in response to the HEC’s reminder of Aug 6, Dr Jafri states that the
NCA BoG and the board’s selection committee were only recently constituted after a gap of well over
two years.He told Dawn that the committee had been formed and would fill the vacant positions soon
in line with HEC criteria and also said that tenders for the purchase of additional equipment as well as
the upgrade of existing facilities had been floated too.

LAHORE (Web Desk) — Petrol prices are likely to be slashed between Rs 5-7 from September,
Dunya News reported. According to the report, petrol prices will be reduced for Rs 6 and 15 paisas,
high octane Rs 7, high speed diesel Rs 5 and 30 paisas and light diesel Rs 5. It is pertinent to
mention here that oil prices slipped further in Asia on Tuesday, weighed down by a strengthening
dollar as concerns about weakening demand in China added to expectations a global oversupply will
last for years. US benchmark West Texas Intermediate for September delivery was down seven
cents to $41.80 in late-morning trade. WTI has lost more than 30 percent in the past two months,
bringing it to the lowest level since March 2009. Oil has led a slump in energy commodity prices in
the past month “due to concerns about falling demand from China and robust global supply,
especially in the US.”

KARACHI — Transport Department on Wednesday has banned usage of CNG and LPG by vans
which are used to pick and drop students from schools and colleges. There are few days left until
deadline of the new order under which school vans will not use CNG and LPG however, owner and
drivers seem to be indifferent to the matter. The order also restricts owners to paint vans yellow. The
departments concerned have been issued directives to have locals comply with the order. Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) Ameer Sheikh said that the authorities would ensure strict implementation of
the order to save innocent lives amid tensions. However, lack of interest in transport bodies depicts
poor law and order.

LAHORE: The Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) has increased annual tuition fees by
seven per cent for the students getting admission to private medical and dental colleges.The council
recently reviewed its regulations “Admission to MBBS/BDS Courses and Conditions for House
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Job/Internship/Foundation Year Regulations 2013” and directed the colleges to implement the new
fees from 2015-16 session onwards.It had also categorised public and private medical and dental
colleges into ‘A’ and ‘B’ in the 139th session of the council, an official privy to the information told
Dawn.He said the tuition fees to the tune of Rs100,000 had been increased per student for category
‘A’ private colleges raising it to Rs700,000 per year.Similarly, he said, category ‘B’ colleges would
charge each student Rs642,000 after an increase of Rs42,000 in the annual tuition fees.“No medical
and dental institution training for MBBS/BDS in the private sector shall charge tuition fee more than
600,000 per annum per student,” the 2013 regulations read.Students reacted to the development with
anger and shock.In a statement issued on Tuesday, the Pakistan Medical Student Council (PMSC)
called the PMDC “private medical and dental council”.

The official said PMDC’s decision would impact Punjab’s over 3,000 students as the Punjab had a
majority of private colleges (27) followed by Sindh (14).He said the PMDC has allowed 23 category
‘B’ private medical and dental colleges in Punjab to charge each student Rs642,000 as tuition fees
annually instead Rs600,000 while four category ‘A’ category colleges charge Rs700,000 each
student.Similarly, five ‘A’ category colleges in Sindh would charge each student a Rs700,000 annual
tuition fee and the others Rs642,000.There are only five private colleges in Khyber Pakhtunkhawa
and one each in Balochistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.Other than tuition fee, students pay
university examination fees, taxes, hostel fees, transport fees and the one-time an admission fee
under the PMDC regulations.PMDC Registrar Dr Shaista Faisal told Dawn the council had increased
the tuition fees to facilitate those medical and dental colleges which showed good performance.She
said no fees had been increased for category ‘B’ private medical colleges as they were already
charging a student Rs642,000 annual tuition fees.She rejected the claim of students the fee had been
increased for both ‘A’ and ‘B’ category colleges.“We have also directed private colleges not to charge
students more than the decided fees,” Dr Shaista said.The PMSC stated that it was a quite funny
idea that the PMDC had rewarded private colleges’ owners for their good performance with students’
money.In a joint statement, PMSC office-bearers announced holding a protest demonstration and
taking the matter to the court of law.

18 eateries sealed over LAHORE: Punjab Food Authority (PFA) teams sealed on Tuesday 18 food outlets for cleanliness and
hygiene
Daily Dawn, August 19,2015

hygiene issues in Lahore.According to a spokesperson, a PFA team in Data Ganj Bakhsh Town
sealed Tabaq restaurant on Abbot Road and Al-Masoom Juice Corner on Katcha Ravi Road. It also
sealed Akbar Paan Shop and fined Muhammadi Nihari at Mozang Chungi.The Gulberg Town team
sealed Chrisco Bakers and Jhoolay Laal Fish Corner in Garhi Shahu and Geo Bilal Juice Corner and
fined Fri Chicks and Coffee and Tea Company on Allam Igbal Road.In Ravi Town, the team sealed
MashaAllah Al-Kashmir Hotel, Mardan Hotel, Haji Hotel, Hafiz Sweets Lal Khu, Jhoolay Lal Pan
Shop, Javaid Cold Drinks Corner, Ali Pan Shop and Data Cold Drinks Corner at Lorry Adda.lgbal
Town, Dera Fazal-i-Haq in Bahria Town, Ishag Sweets and Bismillah Hotel were sealed while the
canteen of the Sharif Medical City was fined.In Samanabad Town, the team sealed Irfan Naan Shop
and fined Baba Jalal Din Mutton Chanay on Poonch Road.The Nishtar Town team sealed Doce
Bakers in Yuhanabad and imposed a fine on Butt Hotel in Kotlakhpat. PFA officials in Shalimar Town
sealed Tahir Sweets on Ghoray Shah Road and imposed a fine on Big Bite Ice Cream outlet. In
Wahga Town, Chaman Ice Cream on Daroghawala Road was fined.

| WY [oYoly oA [oX-1-To K {oJ@F- W FAISALABAD: Several weaving factories in Sidhar have been closed for over a week now against
week over LQM alleged demands of extortion by activists of Labour Qaumi Movement (LQM), an entity representing
) ) , powerloom workers.A week ago, factory owners said they had submitted 25 applications mentioning
extortion demands names of alleged extortionists and the amount demanded, however, no action was taken by police.An
Daily Dawn, August 19,2015 LQM office-bearer claimed only one owner had been asked to improve his factory’s efficiency and
adopt safety measures. Instead, the owners ganged up against workers and went on a strike alleging
LQM people were demanding extortion, he added.“Police have sought two days to convince owners
to resume operations. If they fail, our workers will go on a strike in all sectors of Faisalabad,” LQM
Secretary General Aslam Mairaj said.Talking to Dawn, Council of Loomowners Association Chairman
Waheed Khaliq said Sidhar sector had more than 25,000 powerlooms employing more than 5,000
labourers. All labourers had been jobless for 10 days as factory owners were not ready to resume
operations because of extortion allegedly being demanded by LQM activists.

He said before going on strike, Sidhar sector weaving factory owners had staged a demonstration
and a sit-in at the District Council Chowk demanding action against suspected labourers. He also
said district government officials held talks with loom owners and formed a two-member committee
comprising Lyallpur Town Superintendent of Police (SP) Malik Owais and Saddar Assistant
Commissioner Rafia Haider to look into the issue.During a meeting with the committee, factory
owners on oath named people allegedly demanding extortion. The owners had also submitted 25
applications mentioning names of extortionists and the amount they had sought.Seeing no action
against ‘extortionists’, the owners went on a strike indefinitely claiming the government had failed to
protect them, Khalid added. He said parliamentarians from Faisalabad were also approached, but
none took interest in the issue.Miraj told Dawn a visit to weaving factories could highlight the
conditions labourers were working in.“We asked a factory owner in Sidhar to install an air cooler and
exhaust fans to control suffocation in his unit,” he said, adding factory owners considered it a move
against them and started levelling allegations of extortion.“We have taken up the unjustified strike
issue with the district government and police,” he said, adding SP Owais had promised factories
would be opened after two days.Mairaj confirmed factory owners had submitted applications against
workers at the meeting presided over by SP Owais, however, he said they did not corroborate their
claims. He said workers had been giving funds to the LQM to fight for their rights. He also claimed
factory owners were intentionally taking on the workers by keeping them unemployed so they would
refrain from raising voices in the future.

‘Non registered ISLAMABAD: Senate Standing Committee on Science and Technology was informed on Tuesday
: : that a larger number of unregistered companies are selling contaminated drinking water.lt was
companies selling informed that although action is being taken against companies selling polluted water however, they
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return to markets with new names.Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology, Fazal
Abbas Maken briefed the committee met under the chairmanship of Senator Osman Saifullah Khan
that excessive use of fertilizers in agriculture land is also polluting the drinking water.He said it is
need of hour to educate farmers that excessive use of fertilizer is affecting drinking water and
technology should be used for the better crops.He said it is a fact that issue of contaminated water is
prevailing all over the country and the government initiated different steps for provision of clean
drinking water.Replying to a question, he said drinking water of Southern Punjab and Sindh province
is arsenic contaminated and this situation needs to be addressed on urgent basis. Federal Minister
for Science and Technology Rana Tanvir said provision of clean drinking water is priority of the
government and attached department are working on it. The committee members suggested to double
the budget of ministry and urged the ministry and its attached department to play role for promotion of
agriculture sector.The meeting was attended by Senators Muhammad Azam Khan Swati, Lt. Gen.(R)
Abdul Qayyum and Professor Sajid Mir.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Post has approved a summery of computerization of 11860 post office
around the country to make it an efficient service for general public.Official source said on Tuesday
that in the first phase 3,163 post offices would be computerized with in three years.While in second
phase, 8697 post offices would be computerized and all the data would be centralized for speedy and
quick delivery of services.The official source told APP that for computerization of five percent post
office, steps had been finalized for issuing tender on the recommendations of purchasing
committee.He said Pakistan post was restructuring the whole organization to create space in the
emerging fast track market where private courier services had monopoly.A formula was being
prepared for speedy, economic service delivery to improve image of the department and have healthy
competition with the other service providers of the private sector, he added.He said Pakistan Post
was also initiating a series of media campaign to create awareness among masses for disseminating
information about the services which would facilitate them with responsibility in least possible time at
comparatively much less charges than the other private sector organizations. - AP

RAWALPINDI: Six patients diagnosed with dengue fever have been admitted to government
hospitals but the Chaklala and Rawalpindi Cantonment Boards, as well as the Potohar Town
Municipal Administration, have failed to adopt adequate safety measures in their respective
districts. Two patients arrived from areas under the administrative control of Potohar Town Municipal
Administration and the Chaklala Cantonment Board, another three from areas under the control of the
Rawal Town Municipal Administration, and one from within the administrative limits of the Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board.The Holy Family Hospital (HFH) in Satellite Town received three patients and
Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH) on Murree Road received two patients. However, the District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital failed to set up a dengue ward and referred both the confirmed and
suspected cases to the HFH and BBH.Nasir Mir, former deputy nazim of Dhoke Ratta, told Dawn that
the area located near Leh Nullah had not been sprayed with anti-dengue medicines after the local
administration sent untrained officials who were unable to identify the dengue larvae.He said the
arrival of two patients in the hospital from the area was an ample proof that safety measures had not
been implemented following the monsoons.Dengue cases increase as local administrations fail to
coordinate anti-dengue safety measures

A senior official within the Rawalpindi Health Department told Dawn that the local administration and
the health department reshuffles allowed untrained individuals to replace trained officials.“After 2011,
the Punjab government sent Executive District Officer of Health Dr Zafar Igbal Gondal and District
Officer Dr Ansar Ishaq to Bangkok for anti-dengue training in the urban areas. The services of the
officials were not utilised and they were replaced by officials who had little experience with such
measures.”"He added that the government recruited over 200 sanitary patrols but they had not been
trained. The local administration, acting on the orders of local PML-N leaders, has left the citizens at
the mercy of untrained officials.He added that the lack of coordination between the Potohar Town
Municipal Administration and the Chaklala Cantonment Board had left vacant plots in the district
waterlogged and untreated.Mr Mir said the relevant administrations needed to follow the standard
operating measures adopted in 2012 in order to prevent a dengue fever epidemic.District
Coordination Officer (DCO) Sajid Zafar Dall was not available to comment on the matter despite
repeated attempts.BBH Medical Superintendent Dr Asif Qadir Mir said the dengue patients admitted
to the hospital were stable and would be discharged in a few days. He said suspected cases were
also arriving and their number may increase.Dr Tahir Sharif of HFH said at present three dengue
fever patients were admitted to the hospital and more than 10 suspected cases arrived daily.

ISLAMABAD - Call it negligence or incompetency, the higher authorities in charge of country’s power
sector have failed to utilize funds worth billions of dollars meant for 185 projects of power and energy,
Pakistan Observer has learnt. Sources revealed that an amount of US$ 27.86 billion in total
development assistance portfolio was available for 185 projects as on May 31, 2015. Against the said
amount, only US$ 9.143 billion (32.78 per cent) had been utilized so far whereas an amount of US$
18.722 billion (67.2 per cent) was lying undisbursed. While country’s rural areas are still facing 10-14
hours power load shedding and urban areas are faced with 6-8 hours of power-load shedding, higher
authorities of Power sector are not paying attention to resolve the issue of power-load-shedding
which has ruined country’s industry. Pakistan Observer has learnt reliably that, foreign funding for
power sector as on May 31, 2015 was US$ 15.157 billion and against this amount, only US$ 3.591
billion had been utilized. Economic Affairs Division had laid the responsibility on the line ministries
and executing agencies to utilize the project funds strictly in accordance with project criteria . The
main reasons for the non-utilization of the foreign funding were attributed to delayed approval of PC-
1, delay in completion of bidding process, award of contract, issuance of LCs and opening of project
bank accounts by the project authorities.

As the country faces slow utilization of funds in power sector despite continued energy crisis,
government mulls over a plan of creating Central Procurement Agency (CPA) to address the delay in
implementing projects. A senior government officials told Pakistan Observer that Economic Affairs
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said that Asian Development Bank (ADB) had offered Pakistan to assist in creating Central
Procurement Agency (CPA). The proposal comes follow ing a disclosure to Cabinet Committee on
Energy that multibillion dollars funds w ere available for power sector but poor performance of energy
ministries has led to slow utilization of foreign funds, causing hurdles not only in executing pow er
projects to minimize load shedding but put multi-milion dollars burden on account of commitment
charges on national exchequer. Official said that EAD had recommended that project management
unit should be fully functional by the time of loan effectiveness and bidding process should be
completed w ithin stipulated time. Moreover, there should be effective monitoring of the project by the
line ministries.

Official said that energy projects w ere procurement intensive and therefore EAD had proposed to
create a specialized procurement agency to execute procurement related activities and to ensure
effective utilization of foreign funding for alldevelopment projects. EAD official said that Asian
Development Bank (ADB) w as ready to assist the creation of Central Procurement Agency (CPA).
The prime minister had termed the utilization ratio unsatisfactory and said that this slow utilization of
funds w as due to poor planning of the project activities. MD NTDC explained that the delay occurred
in formulation and approval of PC-1 and further delay in bidding process w hich took a year but now
all the projects w ere online. The Prime Minister observed that low er capacity of DISCOs w as one of
the major hurdles in maintain uninterrupted power supply. He desired that up-gradation of
transmission and distribution system of DISCOs was required to be carried out to make them
compatible w ith the projected increase in electricity generation in future. The committee w as informed
that NTDC had five year plan for up-gradation of systems. It was stressed that DISCOs needed
capacity augmentation fromthe private sector to meet the challenges w hich include transmission and
distribution points.

Couple dies after eating MANSEHRA: A new ly-married couple died after allegedly eating poisonous mushrooms in Karori

. union council of Oghi on Sunday.According to local residents, they w ere taken to hospital w here
po.lsonous mushrooms doctors confirmefj)?hat both had Yaaten poisgnous thing in their n‘eal.)'ll'he incident happened in Bacha
Daily Dawn, August 18,2015 Bandi village. Mohammad Shakil and his wife, who had got married three months ago, fell
unconscious after eating mushrooms and later died on w ay to hospital. The family told reporters that
both the victims had eaten mushrooms in their meal.ln another incident, a nomad killed his w ife on
the outskirts of the city.According to police, Mohammad Kashmir, w ho w as settled along w ith other
nomad families near Lorry Adda, killed his wife, Safurain Bibi, and fled the scene along with his
children.The reason behind the murder couldn’t be ascertained. City police after registering FIR
started investigation to apprehend the accused.

(VTR N EJERICH T [i[:Ye M LAHORE: The Punjab Human Organs Transplant Authority (HOTA) has barred a private facility, the
at Doctors Hospital

Doctors Hospital and its liver transplant surgeon from conducting further surgeries because of
. “failure” of the first such procedure carried out there a couple of weeks ago.The surgery that
Daily Dawn, August 18,2015 reportedly w ent wrong was the firstliver transplant procedure performed at the hospital, on 48-year-
old Faizaul Haq of Bahaw alnagar district. The patient w as brought to the hospital w ith liver failure.The
doctors performed liver transplant procedure on the patient tw ice (on August 2 and then August 4) at
the hospital. How ever, despite undergoing the surgery tw ice the patient died during post-operative
care last Sunday.In the first surgery, the donor w as a close relative of the recipient, w hile during the
second attempt an unrelated organ donor was arranged after getting HOTA nod in this
regard.Comprising anesthesiologists and doctors of other relevant disciplines, the surgical teamw as
headed by liver transplant surgeon Dr Abdul Wahab Dogar.

An officialw ho'is privy to the information told Daw n the condition of the patient got critical shortly after
first hours-long surgery. He said the doctors asked the patient’s attendant to arrange a second donor
hurriedly to avoid further complications.The re-transplantation w as done tw o days after the first
surgery. The patient w as later shifted to the Intensive Care Unit of the hospital for follow -up care.The
official said a team headed by Lahore commissioner had inspected the Doctors Hospital for the liver
transplant surgery and later granted it permission to start the sensitive procedure.“The HOTA
prohibited the Doctors Hospital fromperforming liver transplant surgery shortly after it learnt that the
patient’s condition got critical due to failure of the surgery”, authority’s administrator, Prof Dr Faisal
Masood, told Daw n.He said it had also barred Dr Wahab from performing any further liver transplant
procedure till the directions by the authority. Dr Masood said an inquiry had been launched into the
factors behind the patient’s death and added a committee w ould dig out w hether the safety measures
w ere adopted or not during the highly sophisticated surgical procedure.He said the authority had
already inspected the hospital in accordance with the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues
Act 2010. He said it had also verified the surgical skills and qualification of the liver transplant
surgeon (Dr Dogar).How ever, after the patients’ death the authority became more cautious and w ould
neither allow the private health facility nor its surgeon to get involved in any other transplant surgery
till hospital’s re-inspection, he said.To a question about organ donation by unrelated person, he said
the Act clearly provided for such arrangement but most of the people were unaw are of the
provision.“In case of non-availability of a donor as explained under sub-section (1), the Evaluation
Committee may allow donation by a non-close blood relative, after satisfying itself that such donation
is voluntary”, Dr Faisal Masood said.Dr Dogar said it was quite unfortunate that the patient died
despite “best possible efforts”. He said the patient had started recovering after the second liver
transplant surgery. How ever, his condition got critical on Sunday shortly after he vomited blood, he
added.He said the authority had barred him from further surgical procedure and he w ould obey the
decision in its letter and spirit.“l am a qualified and certified liver transplant surgeon and accordingly
registered by HOTA for the organ transplantation”, Dr Dogar said, adding that he w as hopeful that the
authority w ould allow him to resume surgeries after completion of inquiry.

NEPRA grants first The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) on Tuesday granted a private

t eci : company, Fatima Transmission Company Limited (FTCL), a special purpose transmission license for
tra_nsm'ss'on license to constructing and ow ning transmission facilities. Under the license, the FTCL w ould set up a 37 km
private company long transmission line in Muzaffargarh for evacuating 120MW electricity from generation facilities to
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supply to its bulk pow er consumers w hich are subsidiary companies of the group including Fatima
Sugar, Fazal Cloth Mills, Reliance Weaving Mills and Pak-Arab Fertilizer. The NEPRA Act allow s that
in addition to National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC), other entities including the
private sector can construct, ow n and operate transmission facilities for providing interconnection
services to NTDC and others. Although the public sector is mainly responsible for developing extra
high voltage (EHV) 66000 volts and above transmission facilities, how ever it is noted that it could not
upgrade and develop its system according to the required reliability levels leading to severe
bottlenecks and congestions in the transmission system. As a consequence, not only pow er plants in
the systemw ere forced to operate w ithout merit but major breakdow ns of electric pow er w ere also
experienced. It is also noted that w ith the planned generation facilities over next four to five years, a
large quantum of pow er is required to be transmitted by the NTDC. Since construction of new EHV
transmission facilities is highly capital intensive, therefore there is every probability that the NTDC
w ould not be able to generate such huge funding needs. It will also be difficult for the government to
pump such large amounts of investments in the transmission sector due to its financial constraints
and operational issues. A special purpose transmission licensing regime w ould enhance the existing
transmission capacity and wiill also result in installation of new pow er transmission infrastructure. It
w ould create avenues for huge private investment w hich could be made for mutual bilateral contracts
betw een supplier and consumers or for providing service to the NTDC.

RAWALPINDI: With the setting in of peak season for transmission of dengue fever, the district health
department has strengthened further its surveillance campaign to avoid a possible outbreak of the
infection in the district by deploying the maximum possible number of sanitary w orkers in the field.At
the moment, nearly 1,400 sanitary w orkers have been deployed in the field all across the district for
carrying out larvae identification and elimination campaign, said Executive District Officer (Health) Dr.
Nasir Mehmood w hile talking to "'The New s’. He added that now the services of newly inducted 1,067
sanitary workers have also been available to the health department. "The new ly inducted sanitary
workers are carrying out activities in the field to prevent dengue fever outbreak."lt is important that
usually, 'aedes aegypti', the mosquito that causes dengue fever lays the first eggs of the year at the
beginning of May and the mosquito density is maximal in early July to late August and early
September w hile the egg laying activity remains until November though the larval density reaches to
its peak in September.

In the existing w eather conditions, the risk of incidence and spread of dengue fever is on the rise and
it is observed that dengue infections are generally encountered during or after rain, as an outcome of
rise in vector population.When asked, Dr. Nasir said keeping all this in mind, the health department
has planned a number of activities for creation of aw areness among public on preventive measures
against incidence of dengue fever and for destruction of larvae of 'aedes aegypti' and adult
mosquitoes to avoid dengue fever outbreak. "The health department is successful in its objective so
far, as not a single confirmed case of the infection has been reported from the district."He said a
series of public aw areness seminars and aw areness walks are being arranged by the health
department in various localities of the district particularly those w hich are at higher risk including
Raw al Tow n and Raw alpindi Cantonment Board areas.lt is pertinent to mention that almost 80 per
cent of all cases confirmed for dengue fever in 2014 were from Raw al Town and Raw alpindi
Cantonment Board areas. "The teams of district health department are finding greater number of
larvae of 'aedes aegypti' from localities falling under jurisdiction of RCB and Raw al Tow n," said Dr.
Nasir w hile responding to a query.He said the possible breeding sites of mosquitoes are being
destroyed mechanically w hile on finding adult 'aedes aegypti', the teams of health department
perform fogging. We are also performing sprinkling of 'larvicidal temiphos' on stagnant w ater
reservoirs that cannot be eliminated, he added.

ISLAMABAD: Amid hiccups in the finalisation of financial arrangements for Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) imports, a management delegation of Qatargas (QG) is expected to visit Islamabad next w eek
for assessment of on-ground situation before committing a long-term deal. The finalisation of LNG
supply chain has become all the more important given the fast approaching w inter w hen domestic
gas supplies would be facing extreme shortages because of surge in consumption levels in the
residential sector. Senior government officials told Daw n on Monday that a senior management team
of the QG has volunteered a visit to Islamabad starting Aug 26. They have some other clients in
w aiting and w ant to have a fair assessment of Islamabad’s preparedness for a long-term deal, he
said. Pakistan, he said, had so far been unable to complete condition precedent for a long-term
contract for import of LNG for 15 years. “The situation is complex on ground,” he said, adding that the
basic requirement for opening of standby letter of credit (SBLC) to enable LNG import. Secondly, the
tw o regulators — Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority and National Hectric Pow er Regulatory Authority
— have not yet finalised prices for sale of LNG and resultant pow er purchase price. On top of that,
the government has not yet put in place payment mechanism for LNG supply chain. As a
consequence, the three major stakeholders to the LNG supply chain — Sui Southern Gas Company,
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines and Pakistan State Oil — have not yet signed a tripartite agreement.
Without this tripartite agreement, the gas price agreement betw een a Pakistani entity (Pakistan State
Qil) and a foreign firm (QG in this case) cannot be inked, said the official.

So far, PSO has supplied over Rs30bn w orth of LNG imported on a spot purchase basis to SSGC for
onw ard sale to pow er plants, fertiliser units and CNG stations, but has gotten received payments for
about Rs6bn due to pricing difficulties. As if that w as not enough, a couple of officials have slipped
out abroad follow ing inquiries launched by the National Accountability Bureau into the LNG terminal
and imports. In response to questionnaire fromNAB, the SSGC is reported to have absolved itself of
any responsibility in the aw ard of terminal or LNG import contracts and has passed the responsibility
to Interstate Gas Company. The sources said PSO had asked the Ministry of Finance (MoF) to divert
pow er sectorsubsidy to an Offshore Escrow Account w hich could be used for making payments to
international suppliers. The MoF had agreed in principle to divert subsidy for LNG imports but
declined to materialise it in the absence of pricing and legal shortcomings. These sources said the
temporary LNG imports have led to creation of circular debt. In the latest LNG shipment, the foreign
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shipper had to pay penalties at Pakistani ports and declined to be available in future. The sources
said the foreign ship w as larger than the prescribed 40-feet ship previously allow ed at Port Qasim for
w hich a special notification had to be issued but this caused over five days of delay in berthing. The
resultant boiling out of the LNG led the terminal operator Engro to oppose its processing for being off-
specification as the LNG temperatures increased. Some more days were lost and the shipping
company had to pay over $500,000 in penalty before leaving port on August 16. The petroleum
ministry has been describing the pow er sectoras a major obstacle to signing a long-term contract for
import of liquefied natural gas (LNG), despite the fact that it w ould lead to an annual saving of $1
billion for the sector. But pow er sector players find it difficult to provide guarantees for payments in
view of huge circular debt that keeps their bills blocked for years. Petroleum Minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi told a parliamentary panel last month that the pow er sector had neither provided standby
letters of credit nor finalised payment mechanism and these w ere the only tw o issues hampering the
signing of a long-term contract with Qatar. The situation has not changed since then. Pakistan needs
at least 45 days to actually start receiving LNG under long-term supply contract after completion of all
formalities including SBLCs, payment mechanism and pricing.

ISLAMABAD:Metro Bus Service (MBS) running betw een twin cities of Raw alpindi and Islamabad
came to a halt for several hours after security guards staged a strike here on Monday in protest
against non-payment of their salaries.They ended their strike after assurances from Assistant
Commissioner Islamabad that he w ould make the company pay their salaries otherw ise the ow ner
would be arrested.Representatives of Metro security guards said that they perform eight-hour daily
duty and are not paid salary on time. They said they are not given holidays and if any of them take
leave in emergency, his salary for two days is deducted.Women guards on the occasion said that
they paid for their uniform, and there w as no w ashroom for them at the stations. Even w hen they go
out to use washrooms somew here else they are marked absent.They demanded four holidays in a
month and Rs 15,000 per month salary. Meanw hile Metro Bus Service Chairman Hanif Abbasi, former
MNA, has taken serious notice of the strike and resultant suspension of Metro Bus Service and
w arned the company to end injustice w ith the employees and make timely payment to them.He said
he has informed the officials of Metro Bus Authority Punjab to draw the attention of the Chief Minister
during meeting about the issue. He said he has also w arned the company to stop injustices w ith the
employees otherw ise strict action would be taken against them.Abbasi said that repeated strikes are
creating negative impact on the project w hile the commuters also face difficulties. He said the project
was running successfully and daily tens of thousands of people travel through the Metro bus and
satisfied with the service.

LAHORE: Punjab Additional Chief Secretary Syed Mubashar Raza said on Monday no slackness
would be tolerated from any government department in the anti-dengue campaign.He directed all
departments to accelerate dengue-control activities, specifically asking Higher Education Department
to increase efforts in this regard in Rawalpindi. He was presiding over a meeting of Cabinet
Committee on Dengue at S&GAD Committee Room, Civil Secretariat. Punjab Assembly members Pir
Ashraf Rasool and Lubna Faisal, senior officers of the relevant departments, Health director general,
commissioners of Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad and Gujranw ala, DCOs of Lahore and Sheikhupura,
Chief Minister's Dengue Research Cell Incharge, officers of PITB, Meteorological Department,
Special Branch and other agencies attended the meeting.Dengue Control Additional Director General
Dr Islam Zafar presented a review of the dengue situation in Punjab. He said that after the recent
monsoon rains, peak dengue season has started. He disclosed 12 confirmed dengue patients have
so far been reported in Punjab this year, more than 840 in Sindh, 34 in Balochistan and a few in
Khyber Pakhtunkhw a. Dr Zafar informed the meeting that he has coordinated w ith motorw ay police
DIG on the issue of motorists’ disposal of empty w ater bottles on the motorw ays, w hich could lead to
dengue mosquito breeding.

Lahore DCO Muhammad Usman told the meeting that strict dengue surveillance is being conducted
in Lahore and dengue larvae has been detected from houses in large numbers. How ever, according
to the analysis reports of Institute of Public Health the dengue larvae was not infected. The
commissioners and other officers apprisedthe meeting of the progress in the anti-dengue campaign,
indoor and outdoor dengue surveillance, monitoring of graveyards, junkyards, tyre shops and other
sensitive places by their departments.Sheikhupura DCO asked for a refresher course by Punjab
Information Technology Board for dengue staff of Sheikhupura.Additional Chief Secretary Syed
Mubashar Raza directed the commissioners, DCOs and other officers to accelerate dengue-control
activities in their jurisdictions. He also directed DG Health Dr Zahid Pervaiz to evolve a foolproof
mechanism and coordinate w ith general practitioners and private doctors for obtaining complete data
of dengue suspects and confirmed patients. The officers of PITB and Special Branch presented a
report regarding the anti-dengue activities by various departments and pointed out gray areas in this
regard.

LAHORE: Punjab Food Authority continued its impressive run by taking action against restaurants
that failed to main Under its impartial head Ayesha Mumtaz, Punjab Food Authority continued its
practice of clamping dow n on restaurants such as Pizza Hut and even Palillos for failing to maintain
proper hygienic standards.According to Facebook posts from the Punjab Food Authority’s official
page, Pizza Hut was fined and given a warning due to presence of starch in ketchup. Also, in
violation of the standard hygiene rules, ice cream and meat w ere keptin the same freezer.tain the set
hygiene standards.Pizza Hut M-\M.Alam road heavy fine imposed by GULBERG TOWN TEAM w ith
last warning of sealing due to presence of starch in ketchup, dirty freezer, ice cream and meat in
same freeze

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Scores of students and teachers on Monday protested the proposed merger of
tw o public schools with the Daanish School System.The teachers and students of Government Boys
High School No. 1 and Central Model School gathered at Jail Road and blocked it for traffic by
burning old tyres. Some of them later tried to enter the offices of the commissioner and the DCO.
They also pulled dow n barriers installed at these buildings. After they were not allow ed in the
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buildings, they chanted slogans against the district administration and w alked to Kutchery Road
w here they staged a sit-in. Muhammad Ali, a student of Government Boys High School, said his right
to education was under threat. “The Daanish School in Dera Ghazi Khan is quite far fromw here |
live,” he said. “Will | have to travel across the city to go to school?”Representatives of the Punjab
Teachers Union said the government had allocated billions of rupees for improving education. “Why
are they shutting dow n schools instead of giving them more facilities?” they said.They said the
government w as trying to put public education under “an NGO system.” They said the chief minister
should halt the merger of the schools and provide missing facilities at their schools.The district police
on Monday launched a search operation at internet cafes and video shops and seized objectionable
material. DPO Ghulam Mubashir Maikan told new smen that after child pornography w as uncovered
in Kasur, police in Dera Ghazi Khan had raided severalinternet cafes and video stores. He said eight
people had been arrested for distributing objectionable content.Security around schools near tribal
areas w as beefed up on Monday after ISIS pamphlets w ere found in front of several schools there. A
police spokesman said an FIR had been registered against unidentified men for leaving pamphlets at
schools in Bharti, Fazla Kacha, Darg and Katba. He said the pamphlets condemned co-education
and called for donations. He said the pamphlet had been sponsored by Jhakkar Azam, a leader of
the Khorasani group of the ISIS. He said the pamphlet had warned of attacks on government
buildings. Tribal Area Political Assistant Shahid Mehboob said the pamphlets had been taken dow n
and an FIR had been registered. He said Border Military Police had increased patrolling in the area.
He said scrutiny at check posts had been tightened.

LAHORE: Publishers and booksellers at the city’s biggest market for textbooks are divided on the
proposed regulation of the printing of supplementary reading materials for school and college
students under a new law passed by the Punjab Assembly.Talking to The Express Tribune, several
publishers in Urdu Bazaar said that if implemented it w ould damage the publishing sector. How ever,
they said they had no plan of action yet to resistthe move. They w ere unsure if the government w as
serious about regulation of printing of all supplementary materials. They said similar proposals had
been put forth in the past but no action had resulted. Waheed Qureshi, a publis her in Urdu Bazaar,
said a majority of the publishers w ould be forced out of business if the new law w as implemented in
letter and spirit. He said the new law would affect students as w ell. He said in an unregulated market
students could choose from among a range of publishers when buying supplementary reading
materials. If the law was implemented, publishers approved by the Punjab Textbook Board alone
w ould be able to print the materials, he added.Other publishers said the law w ould improve quality of
supplementary reading materials available in the market.Khalid Pervaiz, the president of the All
Pakistan Traders’ Association, said that with a 19-member board (appointed by the PTBB)
overseeing the publishing of the supplementary reading materials, the publishers would no longer
need to w orry about the quality of the content.He said the board w ould be better placed to look after
the quality of content because of greater resources at its disposal. He said the publishers picked up
material from the internet and added it to the guides and key books without verifying its
authenticity. Talking to The Tribune, a spokesperson of the Punjab Curriculum and Textbook Board
said teams had been formed and inspection raids would start soon.He said the regulation of the
publishing sector would help improve education standards in the province.Publishers are required
under the new law to seek the approval of a 19-member board to print any supplementary reading
material under the Punjab Curriculum and Textbook Board Act of 2015. The Act says that
supplementary material may include “guides, guess papers, get-through guides or any other reading
material ancillary to a textbook”.The Punjab Assembly had passed the act on February 23. The 19-
member board will also oversee development and implementation of curricula and development and
approval of school and college textbooks, and research and reference materials.

ISLAMABAD: Despite tall claims of the Federal Directorate of Eduction (FDE) regarding better
educational facilities, a number of the model schools even shortage basic facilities including drinking
w ater, electric fans and toilets.All educational institutions run under administrative control of Federal
Capital have resumed classes after summer vacations but there w ere no sufficient arrangements to
protect students from hot and humid w eather conditions.A number of parents complained about
unavailability of clean drinking w ater and electric fans besides toilets in pathetic conditions.They said
that most of the federal schools have been upgraded as model schools but the administration has not
given much attention on the provision of basic facilities.Talking to APP Monday, a father of 6th class
student urged the federal government to equip all the schools and colleges w ith the basic facilities
and ensure conducive atmosphere for the students. When contacted, no official of the Federal
Directorate of the Education (FDE) w as available to comment on the issue. - APP

KARACHI: Counterfeiting is a threat to our health and safety as it causes heavy losses to the
economy. “l assure you that government w ill not let counterfeiters free or unchecked in the city,” said
Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui, Commissioner Karachi w hile addressing the 2nd Seminar on “combating
counterfeiting” on occasion of World Anti Counterfeiting Day 2015, jointly organized by Helpline Trust
and The consumers Eye Pakistan (TCEP) in collaboration w ith Pakistan Standards & Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA) and Intellectual Property Organisation of Pakistan IPO.Commissioner Karachi
said: “l am fully aw are about the growing menace of counterfeit products and have already launched
crack down in the city in this connection. Our task force teams regularly visit markets, stores,
factories, and open bazaars to combat Counterfeit products.”Siddiqui also acknow ledged organizers’
efforts relating to protecting consumers’ rights in Pakistan. Chairman Consumers Eye Pakistan, Umar
Ghauri, in his key note speech stressed critical need to combat counterfeiting and piracy, w hich has
also been found linked to public safety issues.He said thatin the absence of counterfeit specific laws,
special courts and delay in justice are hampering efforts to curb the spread of counterfeit goods in the
country.“A strict and forceful enforcement of existing law s is needed to control the proliferation of
counterfeit products w hich put human lives at risk. Chairman TCEP further said that the sale of
counterfeit products, in particular, has become so widespread that according to some circles almost
65% of consumer goods having sold in the country are look alikes of original products.

Hamid Maker founder trustee of Helpline Trust in his opening remarks asked for strict Consumer
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Protection Law to combat counterfeiting and provide protection to industry as w ell as consumers. He
w arned: “If we allow this illegal business to carry on unchecked, then w e too are equally guilty of this
crime.”He pointed out that lack of counterfeiting enforcement law s has tarnished our image in the
international community and has had a negative effectin the investment climate, as nobody w ants to
invest in a country where laws are not respected nor enforced.Abdul Qadir Orakzai, Registrar,
Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan (IPO) briefly described about the intellectual property
rights in Pakistan and stressed the need to register trade marks and patents to curb Counterfeiting in
Pakistan. Rasim Khan Editor Consumer Voice Magazine presents his presentation and speaks about
media’s rolein Anticounterfeiting.In other Guest Speakers w ho spoke on the occasion w ere Nazeer
Hussain Malhan Director Standardisation PSQCA, Abrar-ud-Din, C.EO, Naheed Supermarket,
Ghulam Umar Kazi Director International Relation PSQCA, Tahir Rizvi CEO OneApple and Haroon
Rasheed an Financial Analyst.The speakers had stated that counterfeit goods including food and
medicine products are not only a serious health hazard, but they cheat the government of revenue,
infringe on intellectual property rights of the original manufacturer, have a negative effect on
investment and tarnish the image of Pakistan.They highlighted the harm that they w ere doing to the
economy and to the health of the consumers and emphasized the need for action against the
dangers of counterfeit productsincluding food and life saving drugs in Pakistan.The seminar covered
a wide range of topics relating to anti counterfeiting activities, intellectual property rights, consumer
protection law s and quality standards, enforcing law s and the role of Consumer NGOs protecting
consumers.The seminar was attended by a large number of personalities, representatives from
corporate sector, and representatives of NGOs, social workers students, volunteers, print and
electronic media personals. - PPl

KARACHI: Dengue Prevention and Control Programme (DPCP) w ith a view to creating aw areness
about dengue viral fever among students is planning to organize aw areness sessions in schools
and colleges of the metropolis.According to the city’s director health, Dr Zafar Eaz, w ho is also the
DPCP's acting project manager, said that dengue fever’s peak season has already begun in the city
with the onset of monsoon and hence the need of the hour is to adopt preventive measures to
protect fromdengue fever.In this regard, he informed that all tow n health of ficers (THOs) have been
directed to organize dengue fever aw areness pogrammes in their respective tow ns.FUMIGATION
DRIVE: He said that Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) has also been asked to immediately
launch fumigation campaign in every nook and cranny of the city so as to eliminate dengue larva in
an effective manner.Moreover, directives have also been issued to the heads of public sector
hospitals for taking preventive measures in their health care facilities on a war-footing basis.
Terming dengue fever a "social issue, he said it could only be controlled or eliminated through joint
efforts of both the community and the government.Giving break-up of dengue fever cases, he said
of the total 796 dengue fever cases reported across the province during the current year, 770 w ere
detected in Karachi alone, w hereas the remaining cases w ere reported from other parts of the
province.Meanw hile, another official of the DPCP, who wished not to quoted, said that
demographics changes, lack of proper disposal of garbage and open drains w ere the main causes
behind dengue fever in the city.He advised the people to keep their food items and w ater properly
covered at homes during fumigation in their localities.He w as the view that media could play a vital
role in creating aw areness about dengue viral fever.

KARACHI: Renow ned implantologist, Dr Kashif lkram Principal Bagai Dental College recently did
implant cases at the City Dental Hospital, Nazimabad. City Dental Hospital (Bagai Medical
University). The City Hospital has been serving the community with low and cost effective dental
treatments since 2004. It provides dental implants and other dental services including Orthodontics
at very affordable cost.-PR

KARACHI: Mir Hazar Khan Bajarni paid the price of protesting against Secretary Education
Fazalullah Peecho as he lost his portfolio of Education Minister on Monday. Sharjeel Memon and
Murad Ali Shah have been given charge of 3 additional ministries, reported Dunya New s.Mir Hazar
Khan Bajrani has lost not only his current portfolio of Education Minister but also his previous
charge of Ministry of Works and Services.Sindh Government looks highly non-serious as it has
given Information Minister Nisar Khoro the portfolio of Education Minister. Nisar Khoro has also
been given charge of Ministry of Irrigation.Chief Minister Sindh Qaim Ali Shah has given Sharjeel
Memon charge of Ministry of Archives once again. During the past 2 months, ministers of 16
ministries have been shuffled. Some heads of the ministries have been even changed more than
twice.Secretary Education Fazalullah Peecho is the brother-in-law of a prominent personality in
Pakistan People’s Party.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal said the federal
government established National Curriculum Council (NCC) to reform education sector and
introduce standardised examination systemin all over the country in the aftermath of devolving this
subject to provinces under 18th constitutional amendment."We have earmarked Rs100 million for
the NCC project under the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) during the current fiscal
year 2015-16," Federal Minister for Planning and Development Professor Ahsan Igbal said w hile
talking to The New s here on Saturday.He said the National Curriculum Council w as establishment
w ith complete consensus of three provinces but Sindh decided to become part of it as an observer
in order to bring reforms in education sector and introduce standardised examination system. He
said the basic objective of the NCC w as to create critical thinking among students and ensuring
education mobility within the country and globally that would play a critical role for bringing
innovative ideas here in Pakistan. In a statement issued here after launching "ILM Pakistan"
initiative at Higher Education Commission (HEC), the minister pledged making the country cradle of
know ledge by synergising efforts in the fields of Education, Science & Technology and Information
Technology.ILM Pakistan initiative was launched with the theme "education can truly make us
independent". He said the present government's political will for education is reflected from
budgetary increase for higher education by raising it to Rs78 billion from Rs.43 billion in last tw o
years. The government has also initiated project for development of a new curriculumbased on
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critical thinking and problem solving skills, reform and standardisation of examination systemin the
country.

A Rs10 billion National Endow ment of Scholarships for Talent (NEST) fund has been established to
support 50,000 merit based needy students for higher education. He said that after China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, w e have asked friendly countries having excellent and education structures to
establish a know ledge corridor with Pakistan to help us meet our requirements in field of science
and technology. We plan to produce 10,000 PhDs in the fields of Science & Technology in ten years
to support our expansion plans in the field of higher education field.He stressed the need for
nurturing "questioning minds" among students by promoting culture of inquiry in our education
systembecause it can only lead tow ards innovation. We need to embrace learning model enshrined
in the Holy Quran based on observation, inquiry and reflection, w hich produced great scientists like
lbn e Sina, Al Khw arazmi, Ibn al Haytham and Ibn e Khaldoom. ILM Pakistan initiative w ill w ork for
realisation of this objective.He said that this year's independence day has assumed unique
dimension with the launching of ILM Pakistan initiative. He said independence is not name of a
piece of land but real independence comes with mastery in the fields of know ledge, intellect and
innovation and ILM Pakistan has been launched to realise this goal by bringing know ledge at
forefront of development agenda.He said while we missed many opportunities in our 68 years
history but our present status is by no means a failure. He recounted the achievements of country in
various fields since independence w hen country w as denied its share of resources. He, how ever,
said still w e have to go long w ay to realise the dream of our founding fathers.He said infrastructure
and resources are important for development but high self-esteem and positive thinking of nation
are most critical in development process. He particularly emphasised that youth of the country
should develop positive thinking and self-belief to achieve success and higher goals.He stated,
"world has entered into Know ledge Revolution age. We need to embrace know ledge as basic
infrastructure in our development strategies and Vision-2025 is roadmap for realisation of these
objectives. We need to harmonise ourselves with the challenges of Know ledge, economy and
society".He said ILM Pakistan initiative will focus at education, technology, innovation,
entrepreneurship and netw orks for collaboration.

Sale of spurious drugs ISLAMABAD: The sale of spurious and unregistered drugs goes on unchecked in the federal
goes on unchecked capital owing to shortage of drug inspectors.According to the sources, there is only one drug
The Nation, August 17, 2015 inspector in the federal capital to keep an eye on over 700 medical stores.The drug inspector is also
duty-bound to monitor the city’s nine big government and private hospitals and check the sale of
spurious and unregistered drugs. The sources have revealed that the finance division had turned
dow n the request of health ministry for appointment of five more drug inspectors. Moreover it w as
learnt that the strength of drug inspectors has not been increased since long. Due to lack of drug
inspectors, hardly afew medical stores have been sealed for selling spurious or unregistered drugs
in recent past. When Online contacted Health Minister Saira Afzal Tarar, she stated that the ministry
had conducted NTS test for the selection of five drug inspectors. “Let’'s see w hen the appointment
process of these drug inspectors completes,” she added. On the other hand, the sources revealed
that a file had been forw arded to the finance division for the appointment of drugs inspects but
division had totally refused to entertain the request owing to the lack of allocated funds in the
budget.When Online contacted the only drug inspector Basher, he said that presently he is
travelling a lot to inspect spurious and unregistered drugs. How ever, he added that authority takes
quick action w henever it receives a compliant.On the other hand, a number of unregistered medical
and herbal stores in the federal capital continue to sell unregistered and spurious drugs. According
to medical experts, unregistered drugs can cause various diseases related to heart, kidney and
liver, besides other serious health implications. Meanw hile, the health ministry is engaged in
preparing an action plan on reproductive, maternal, neonatal and child health. The plan will
consolidate and accelerate progress for achieving targets of Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
by end of this year. The action plan is being prepared under directives of Prime Minister Sharif as
the authorities concerned are fully cognizant of the fact and have taken some steps to address high
mortality rates. Highlighting the steps, sources in the ministry on Sunday said basic health units are
being facilitated that has brought down both maternal and neonatal death rates. The sources
revealed that Expanded Programme for Immunization (EPI) is being implemented throughout the
country in which children are vaccinated against nine vaccine preventable diseases while a
programme is continuing in provinces after devolution with focus on maternal, new born and child
health in the country.National Programme for Family Planning and Primary Healthcare through its
netw ork of 96,000 community based lady health workers has a substantial impact on uptake of
important primary health services which include a large and positive impact on childhood
vaccination rates, and low er rates of childhood diarrhoea and pneumonia.Regarding nutrition, the
sources said a life-cycle approach has been adopted to recognize importance of optimal nutrition for
women in order to minimise the risks associated w ith malnutrition. Securing good nutritional status
of women across the life course will in the long-term reduce child underw eight, they added.

Mahtab for coordinated PESHAWAR: Governor Sardar Mahtab Ahmad Khan has stressed the need for coordinated efforts
efforts to eradicate polio RSECEEIECICN T from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and Khyber Pakhtunkhw a.He w as
The News, August 17, 2015 chairing a meeting on the national health services regulations and coordination w ith special focus
on polio eradication at the Governor’s House on Wednesday. The participants discussed the pace
of progress and targets of the polio vaccination campaigns.Sardar Mahtab said that every effort
would be made to make Pakistan a polio-free country. “Polio is a national problem and the
government is committed to protect children from falling victim to the crippling disease,” he
added.The meeting was informed that the polio cases reported in the current year so far had
reduced to eight as compared to 179 in 2014. The door-to-door vaccination has been launched in
80 percent of South Waziristan Agency and more coordinated campaigns w ere being conducted in
Bara in Khyber Agency.Meanw hile, Minister of State for National Health Services Regulations and
Coordination Saira Afzal Tarar said all the available resources are being utilised to ensure the
eradication of polio by the year 2016. The minister lauded the efforts of the provincial government
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for the eradication of polio virus from the province saying that “Sehat Ka Insaf” and Sehat Ka
lttehad” programme initiated by the KP government have yielded encouraging and impressive
results.She assured all-out support of the federal government to the provincial government in its
efforts to eradicate polio from the province.

ISLAMABAD: Lack of coordination betw een Pims and the local administration resulted in the hospital
being put on high alert despite not receiving any official directive after the attack in Attock on Sunday
w hich killed 15 people including Punjab Home Minister retired Col Shuja Khanzada.A large number of
people w ere also injured w hen the roof of the hall in w hich the minister w as meeting people collapsed
after the blast.A doctor at Pims, requesting anonymity, said soon after the incident, the electronic
media started reporting that the injured were being shifted to Islamabad and Raw alpindi, so the
management put the hospital on high alert.Doctors, nurses, paramedics and even officers of the
administration wing reached the hospital and started making arrangements to receive the injured.“In
such incidents (roof collapses), most of the affected people face head injuries, so Prof Khaleequz
Zaman, the head of the neurosurgery department, was especially called to Pims. Surgeon Dr
Tanveer Khalig and other doctors were also asked to reach the hospital,” he said.Moreover, he
added, the management instructed doctors to ensure that their mobile phones remained sw itched on
so that they can be called to w ork if there w as a need.

When this reporter visited PIMS, not only the staff w as on alert but also offices in the administration
department w ere open on Sunday. Moreover, mediapersons, especially from the electronic media,
had also reached the hospital. But not a single injured person was brought to the hospital.In the
beginning, the hospital staff also made preparations to receive the minister as there w ere rumours
that he was injured. However, when it was confirmed that the minister had died, the Pims
administration continued making arrangements to receive the other injured.Pims Vice Chancellor Dr
Javed Akram told Daw n that after hearing the new s about the blast it w as decided to put the hospital
on high alert.“By afternoon, we wereinformed that three or four patients w ould be shifted to Pims for
neurosurgery but later w e learnt that a helicopter carrying the injured had landed at Gordon College
and the injured w ere shifted to the District Headquarters Hospital Raw alpindi,” he said.Another doctor
of Pims requesting anonymity said there should be a proper mechanism and coordination to deal w ith
suchincidents.lt w as nothing but w astage of resources and energy because after a day -long exercise
w e w ere told to go back, he said.”

On Saturday, w e were notaware of the traffic accident in Murree in w hich six people lost their lives
and the injured suddenly reached Pims,” he said.Pims spokesperson Dr Ayesha Esanitold Daw n that
in the past the district administration used to act as a liaison department but for some time there had
been an issue of coordination.“Pims doesn’t have any system to get information about the arrival of
patients so w e depend on the electronic media to get such information. We w ill take steps to ensure
that the district administration starts playing its coordinating role again,” she said.

KARACHI: The Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) staff seized over 291 bus shelters and
sealed more than 20 tuck shops constructed by contractors because of a breach of agreement as
w ellas nonpayment of dues of over Rs50 milllion.Action against KMC officials was also being initiated
for non-recovery of dues over the years.A KMC statement issued on Sunday says that the then City
district government Karachihad given contracts to three contractors in 2004 to construct bus shelters
along with tuck shops and bathrooms at different locations in the city. In turn they w ere allow ed to
rent out the tuck shops and display advertisements at the shelters to recover their investment, and
also pay a certain amount to the KMC annually.One contractor, Sure Sign Company, constructed 220
bus shelters and had to pay Rs4.8 million annually to the KMC. Neither did the contractor pay any
amount to the KMC nor did it maintain the shelters properly and many w ere found in dilapidated and
unhygienic conditions. The contractor minted millions of rupees by displaying advertisements on the
shelters.

Another contractor, United Construction Company, set up 51 bus shelters and 20 of these had tuck
shops too. This contractor also breached the contract w ith KMC and did not construct bathrooms at
the bus shelters. He w as using the bus shelters on a commercial basis and had rented out the tuck
shops and displayed advertisements on the shelters, making milions of rupees over the years.
How ever, the contractor had still not paid dues to the KMC.The third contractor, Shield Point, had to
construct 50 bus shelters but it only set up 20. It had also displayed advertisements on the shelters
and earned millions, but the KMC dues are still pending.Administrator Shoaib Siddiqui ordered action
againstthese contractors so over 291 bus shelters have been seized by KMC staffers and over 20
tuck shops have been sealed. The advertisements on display at the shelters have been taken off and
action against the contractors has been initiated.Mr Siddiqui also directed that stern legal action be
taken againstthe KMC staffers/ officers for criminal negligence as they had failed to recover dues of
over Rs50 million from the defaulting contractors, adds the statement.

ISLAMABAD:The Islamabad Capital Territory Health Department is going to launch this year’s
second campaign against dengue fever during the post-monsoon season from today (Monday) in as
many as 12 union councils in rural area of the ICT.The activities under the second campaign
comprising control measures would be carried out till August 27 and soon after that the campaign
w ould enter its third phase of hospital based surveillance, said Assistant District Health Officer at ICT
Health Department Dr. Najeeb Durrani w hile talking to ‘The New s’ on Sunday.He said all the relevant
staff including sanitary inspectors, lady health supervisors and w orkers have been assigned duties for
the campaign during w hich a number of activities mainly control measures w ould be performed to
avoid a possible outbreak of dengue fever.Under social mobilization, the lady health visitors w ould
visit door-to-door for motivating community and to create aw areness among the rural population to
adopt preventive measures to save themselves fromthe bite of dengue mosquitoes and be vigilant to
stop dengue mosquito to flourish or develop from larvae to adult mosquito inside their homes and
around, he said. He added the teams of health department w ould also hold aw areness walks, display
banners, distribute pamphlets and motivate school children for the purpose.
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Dr. Durrani said for outdoor surveillance of dengue vector, the larvae of mosquito w ould be destroyed
chemically by adding Temephos granules in stagnant w ater particularly at sites w hich are active
larvae breeding sites w hile for indoor surveillance of dengue vector, possible breeding sites w ould be
destroyed mechanically by hand.For indoor surveillance, lady health w orkers w ould make house to
house visits in the community and look for any probable breeding sites inside homes like w ater
coolers having w ater, old broken furniture, toys, lids, cans pitchers and saucers, flower pots, utensils
and all those items that have attracted the rain w ater during the monsoon season, he said.To a
query, Dr. Durrani said a total of 12 sanitary inspectors and sanitary patrols would workin the field for
outdoor surveillance of dengue vector and destruction of active breeding sites. They will visit
buildings, ‘patw ar khanas’, union council offices, solid w aste dumps, schools, colleges, mosques,
‘madaris’, graveyards and junkyards etc in the rural areas and look for any active sites that can
harbour dengue larvae and cause the disease, he added.

KARACHI: Secretary General, Pakistan Medical Association, Centre, Mirza Ali Azhar has lamented
that Health Department Sindh has failed to implement on Healthcare Commission Bill 2013 in the
province despite the passage of one year. He said the delay has disappointed and frustrated the
health professionals in Sindh province.He said Sindh Assembly passed the important Healthcare
Commission Bill 2013 in the beginning of 2014 that was aimed at improving healthcare quality,
protecting patients' rights, doctors' safety at healthcares, monitoring of public & private hospitals and
ending practice of quackery in the medical field that plays with the life of patients.He said
unfortunately he government has completely failed to implement this important bill and bureaucracy
has put it on the back burner. He said PMA had drafted the bill after hectic efforts but no mechanism
has finalized so far how to practically implement this important bill in the province.He said PMA has
been struggling hard to enforce this bill in Sindh province in order resolve public problems linked w ith
hospitals. He said the provincial government has failed to implement this bill despite frequent
demands from doctors.He said deaths of patients in healthcares due to negligence of doctors and
reaction of medicines can happen anyw here in w orld anytime and the implementation of the bill is
necessary to get the healthcare system of the province running in a smooth manner. He said the
healthcare commission bill is completely patient-friendly which would certainly help eliminate practice
of quackery in the medical field. - PPI

PESHAWAR: Minister of State and Chairperson, Benazir Income Support Program (BISP), Marvi
Memon has that BISP is making all-out efforts to improve the lives of 5 million BISP families but it
also implores private sector to sponsor its families for a good cause of further adding the colours of
standard education to their lives.While visiting, an adopted school by the Kiran Foundation at Lyari,
on Sunday, she said that philanthropists should come forward to assist the BISP in its already
running "Waseela-e-Taleem" programme through a public-private partnership initiative to boost the
educational activities for marginalized section of the society.She said that set up of the new schools
by the private sector will help impart education to them and that could lead them to live a better
life.Marvi said that our joint efforts in the field of education for ordinary communities w ill make them
better persons and their standard educational level will bring laurels to the country.Chairperson of
Kiran Foundation, w ho is looking after the Kiran School at Lyari, Sabeen Khatri on the occasion
briefing the BISP Chairperson said that currently in the school, there w ere more than 300 students
enrolled and she had adopted the schoolfor last year.She said that children along w ith their mothers
w ere imparted education and therefore it could be termed as family school w here children w illingly
stay despite their off at 3 p.m. to engage themselves in extra curriculum activities.Tw o students
Hamza and Adamw ho also belong to Lyarisaid that they w ant to w ork hard and to make machines of
different kinds.They said it was their ambition in life to do something for Ly ari.Earlier, Chairperson
BISP visited nearly every nook of the school and appreciated the efforts in educational field. — APP
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