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Death toll rises to 45

As the unrelenting rain continued to pelt certain cities of KPK, mostly Nowshera, Charsadda and
Peshawar, the death toll rose to 45 people in different incidents across the city.

Hospitals were filled with the injured, as it continued to rain down during intervals. Poles, signboards and
trees were uprooted by fierce winds blowing at the speed of 110km/hr. Numerous buildings also
collapsed due to the thundering rain. The provincial capital, Peshawar, bore the brunt of the storm AT
Electricity and communication system throughout the city faced disruption, as Peshawar motorway also

got damaged.

C 3 and nei ing areas were also affected by the rain and windstorm. Roofs of
houses were blown away and buildings were razed to the ground by the deadly rain.
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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

25 Dead, Over 150 Hurt In
Peshawar Windstorm,

Rains
The News, April 26, 2015

Sindh Govt To Set Up Thar,
Kohistan Development

Authorities
Express Tribune, April 26, 2014

Climate Change Calamity
TNS The News, April 26, 2014
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: Twenty-five people lost their lives and over 150 others sustained injuries in
structures collapse and other incidents triggered by windstorm coupled with heavy rains that
lashed the provincial capital of Khyber Pakhunkhwa on Sunday April 26, 2015.

According to provincial minister Zia Afridi, the death toll has mounted to 25 and the number of
injured to 150. He said the majority of tragic incidents took place in the outskirts of Peshawar.
Gail wind and heavy downpour caused ceilings of a number of clay houses and walls to collapse
in Noshehra, Akbarpura and areas located in the outskirts of Peshawar. Similar incidents were
also reported in Charsadda road, Badho Sumar Bagh and Badhni area.

The dead and injured, including women and children, have been shifted to Lady Reading
Hospital, said rescue services. According to the hospital sources, dead bodies of a husband and
wife brought to the facility became victims when the ceiling of their house located in Shabgadar
area caved in. Meanwhile, the Meteorological Department has forecast more heavy rains with
windstorm for the next 24 hours in Malakand, Hazara and Peshawar.

KARACHI: The Sindh government has finally decided to pass a law to establish the Thar and
Kohistan development authorities. The organisations will work for the development, improvement
and beautification of the drought-hit areas of Tharparkar, Umerkot, Mirpurkhas, Dadu, Thatta,
Badin and Sajawal districts. Both the bills have been included in the agenda of the Sindh
Assembly session scheduled to resume on Monday.

According to the draft copies of the bills available with The Express Tribune, both authorities will
function in a similar manner and will be chaired by the local government minister. The members
will include the local government secretary, one member of the provincial assembly to be
nominated by the government, a representative of the public health engineering department,
directors-general of the Thar and Kohistan development authorities, a technocrat and members of
civil society.

“The residents of these areas have been facing a severe drought since the last several years,”
explained the minister for parliamentary affairs, Dr Sikandar Mandhro. “These authorities will be
responsible for the overall development in the areas by formulating, implementing and enforcing
schemes.” The authorities will not only look after development but will also coordinate with the
federal and provincial governments on various issues. The bill reads that the development
authorities will provide, develop, operate and maintain public works relating to water supply,
drainage, sewerage and disposal of solid waste. “Capacity building of the residents will be
enhanced by conducting training programmes and seminars on planning and development,”
states the proposed law, adding that the authorities will acquire properties (moveable or
immoveable) and can dispose any land or other property vested in it by sale, lease, exchange or
otherwise. The bill also gives the authorities the power to declare any site a controlled area and
issue directions for the prevention of haphazard growth, encroachments, unauthorised
construction or operation in the area. “No person can erect any building, make any material
alteration to an existing building or construct or reconstruct any projecting portion,” says the bill.

With regards to development plans, the bill says that the authorities will prepare the master plan
for development and improvement in their areas. “On the request of the local council, provincial
government and federal government, the development authorities may assist them in various
schemes, such as public buildings, schools, colleges, libraries and hospitals,” said the local
government minister, Sharjeel Inam Memon. He added that for the execution of any scheme, the
development authorities may demolish any building after paying compensation to its owners.
Memon explained that after the passage of the law, the Thar and Kohistan development
authorities will be able to purchase, lease or acquire any land or building by entering into an
agreement with the owners of the properties. While the opposition parties have welcomed the
government’s decision to establish the authorities, their representatives stressed the need to
implement the law in letter and spirit. “Instead of getting relief, people have suffered after the
establishment of the Malir, Lyari and Sehwan development authorities, which have failed to
deliver,” said Pakistan Muslim League — Nawaz parliamentary leader Haji Shafi Jamote.

February and March witnessed abnormal weather all over the country. There was heavy and
continuous downpour with thunder and hailstorms in different areas. Balochistan and Kashmir
witnessed heavy rains and flash flooding. Rains in central Punjab have damaged wheat crop on a
large area. “I have lost 6 acres of total 18 | had cultivated wheat on due to abnormal heavy rains
in February and March,” says Muzammil Gujjar, a middle aged farmer from Abhiyala Gujjaran, a
village of Sialkot district. This means the poor farmer has lost 30 per cent of his yield even before
it gets mature. “Last year | had lost a major part of my paddy crop due to flooding,” says Gujjar.
He fears for his future crop as he thinks that like abnormal rains there is a definite possibility of
inundation in August September.

Pakistan is witnessing unpredictable weather for the last five years. There have been floods,
heavy rains, hailstorms and thunderstorms that are damaging our agriculture at large scale every
year — the main pillar of our economy. Besides, millions of livestock, thousands of houses and
hundreds of human lives have been lost due to weather upsets. Once these were called
unexpected happenings but the frequency tells us that these are no more unexpected for us and
we should be prepared for such happenings as natural disasters cannot be stopped but the
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Earthquake Jolts India,

Nepal And Pakistan
News Tribe, April 25, 2014

Still Marooned After 2010
Floods In Pakistan
DAWN News, April 21, 2014
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damages can be minimised through proper preparedness. But we didn’t learn any lesson from the
disaster. No special measures at any level are evident to protect the masses in case of a
disaster. “Every year, pre-monsoon preparedness exercise starts in June and it will be there at
the same time this year as well,” says Muhammad Akram Anjum, Chief Meteorologist Flood
Forecasting Division (FFD). “We will check our equipment and its working during that time,”
Anjum further adds. He told TNS that the possibility of flood can never be ruled out but it cannot
be assessed before June. Last year some quarters claimed that early warning system was not
efficient and became the reason of heavy damages that could have been minimised had the
system been efficient. No particular steps have been reported to enhance the efficiency of the
early warning system.

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has assessed the impact of 2014 flood and has
given a two-year plan (2014-16). But the only step an NDMA’s member was able to tell TNS
about was the approval of installing a radar system in Karachi with the cooperation of Japan. “The
radar system will cover Karachi, Badin and Thatta areas and will be able to indicate any cyclone
activity in sea 60 hours away,” says Ahmad Kamal, member NDMA. Kamal further informs that
another project for effective forecast of river flow has also been approved and will be installed
with the cooperation of Japan, but there is no timeframe for the said projects. He says that these
plans are the top priorities in the 10-year disaster risk management plan. Kamal also says that
Ministry of Water and Power, in consultation with all concerned departments including NDMA,
has revised the SoPs for Mangla Dam on the lines of last year as the disaster was reduced with
proper management of water flow from the dam.

A flood management committee led by the chief engineer of Mangla Dam has been constituted.
Representatives from Pakistan Army, DCO Office Jhelum, AJKDMA, PDMA and Indus Water
Commissioner for Pakistan office are also in the committee. Member NDMA says that a video link
has also been proposed for effective communication between FFD Lahore and Mangla to take
timely decisions in case of an emergency. Indus Water Commissioner for Pakistan has also been
requested to revise the procedure for data collection from India during the flood season for proper
and timely management accordingly. The above mentioned steps are the part of a long term plan
but keeping in view the situation there is a dire need of short term planning as well and that is not
in place. This is also to mention that the farmers in central Punjab had severe reservations on
Mangla Dam water flow management last year and had complained that time consumed in filling
Mangla Dam to its full capacity had created pressure on the rivers and added to the severity of
devastation in catchment areas. Again if the dam’s water flow is managed on the same lines,
there is a possibility of damage on same level.

Chairman Federal Flood Commission Asjad Imtiaz Ali had some other important engagements
than flood management and could not provide any details of flood management plan despite
being contacted several times. Engineer Alamgir, in charge Flood Cell of Federal Flood
Commission, says that flood protection and flood fighting is the responsibility of provincial
irrigation departments. “Rs 1 billion had been allocated for normal/emergency flood programme
against the demand of Rs5 billion for the year 2014-15 ending in June. A demand of Rs5.5 billion
has been made for 2015-16.” The amount will be allocated for all five provinces and tribal areas.
“A 10-year comprehensive plan for flood resilience is being worked out and for short term
arrangements, the FPP-4 will be finalised by the end of this month and we would be able to
reveal the arrangements for flood protection and their cost,” Alamgir adds. It is to mention that
FPP-4 is the 4th Flood Protection Plan and as a routine matter every plan of this series lasts for
10 years. NESPAK representative Syed Tajammal Hussain says that the plan is yet to be
finalised. “The plan might get us to 2016 to be implemented after necessary approvals from
different government departments,” Tajammal adds. So the plan has nothing to do with any flood
if it occurs in 2015.

LAHORE: Earthquake is observed in Lahore, Islamabad and surrounding areas in Pakistan on
Saturday, the epic-center of Earthquake was in Nepal which shook India also. The After Shocks
are observed at around 11:20 am in Lahore, Islamabad and adjoining areas, that lasted for more
than one minute. The source told that the same earthquake is also felt in India with high
magnitude which shook the Patna, UP, Kolkata, Jaipur and many other cities of Bihar and
Bengal. The origin point of the Earthquake was in Nepal where its magnitude was reported to be
7.7 on Richter scale. The magnitude of Earthquake in India was 7.7 which affect many buildings.
In Pakistan, it is observed in Peshawar, Lahore, Islamabad and other adjoining areas at the
magnitude of 5.4. Many buildings are destroyed as a result of high magnitude earthquake in
Katmandu.

Five years after Pakistan’s worst floods, thousands of displaced people continue to live makeshift
lives in a slum on the outskirts of Karachi with the government doing little to help them. It has
been five years since the devastating floods of 2010 that drove Rubina Hisbani out of her village,
five years of living like a refugee in a makeshift hut near Pakistan’s commercial capital Karachi.
But, Rubina is no closer to going back home. She lives every day without sanitation, drinking
water and electricity, trapped in a permanent state of uncertainty and homelessness. The 24-
year-old mother is not the only one whose life was completely destroyed by the worst floods in
Pakistan’s recorded history. About 1,000 families live in the vast scattered slum of Sindhabad,
which runs parallel to the Super Highway, a critical artery and one of the country’s busiest roads
that connects Karachi to the rest of the country. Rubina Hisbani with her two month old son
Hakim Ali, outside her makeshift hut in the Sindhabad slum. Rubina Hisbani with her two month
old son Hakim Ali, outside her makeshift hut in the Sindhabad slum.

The families — who lost everything, including their crops, houses, livestock and even their
agricultural land — have been forgotten by the government whose promises of rehabilitation have
yielded nothing. Most people are from the agricultural regions of the Sindh province, the region
worst affected by the floods. They came in August 2010 when the monsoon-swollen Indus
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breached its banks and submerged vast swathes of land, affecting up to one-fifth of the country.
Unprecedented monsoon rains had led to the waters of the Indus, the country’s lifeline, flowing
over and causing massive devastation. The floods, considered by many to be a manifestation of
climate change, killed almost 2,000 people. The floods affected 20.2 million people while
damaging 2.4 million hectares of agricultural land and 2.1 million houses.

Though all four Pakistan provinces were affected, Sindh was the worst hit as the floodwaters from
all three provinces passed through Sindh to reach the Arabian Sea in the south. Rubina, who
belongs to a small village in Sindh’s Jacobabad district, about over 500 kilometres from Karachi,
remembers only too well the day the waters came rushing in, washing away homes and
livelihoods. “The floodwater was like a sea and was flowing everywhere. There was no dry place
anywhere,” she recalls. “The roads were full of people and people were pouring into government
buildings. There was no place to stay.” Forty year old Roshan Khatoon carries fuel wood back
from the hills to Sindhabad slum to cook for her family. The waters ravaged transport and
communication networks, water and irrigation channels, power and energy plants and grids. And
thousands of people, who had lost everything, started walking towards the south because they
had no money to pay for transport.

Some, like Rubina and Roshan Khatoon, managed to reach Karachi after travelling hundreds of
kilometres from their villages in Jacobabad. “When we came here, we lived for three nights on the
road under the open sky. There was no place to go,” Roshan Khatoon said. With no other
options, they started constructing huts beside the national Super Highway. And thus the
Sindhabad slum emerged. “Initially, government authorities and several NGOs came forward to
help. But with the passage of time, everyone left us,” she said, sitting in her small makeshift
kitchen. Like Roshan, Rubina and her extended family live in two makeshift huts made out of
gunny bags and fenced with thorn bushes. They were lucky to have survived the deluge but live
in abysmal conditions. The slum lacks basic facilities such as proper sanitation, drinking water,
natural gas or electricity connections, a school and basic healthcare facilities. Women have a
particularly difficult time. They have to walk for miles and cross the country’s busiest road to fetch
water from a hydrant. Many women have been injured while crossing the road.

With no gas connection, they have to trudge to the hills nearby to find wood or dry cow dung for
cooking. There are no toilets and most women have to wait for darkness to descend before they
go out in the open outside the slum to answer the call of nature. There are no schools, so children
wander around aimlessly and play — but without any toys. Health problems abound with infants
the most vulnerable to diseases like pneumonia as there is no place to keep them warm.

The men, most of whom were farm workers and are slowly giving hope that they can ever return
to their ancestral lands, have had to find alternate jobs. Ghulam Nabi Shar, a traditional farmer
from village Sarang Shar in northern Sindh’s Shikarpur district, is now working as mason.
Government response. In the face of all this misery, the government’s inaction has been glaring.
The authorities have made no effort to either help the flood victims go back or improve the living
conditions of the slum. Ali Hassan Hingorjo, the provincial minister for rehabilitation, a special
ministry set up by the Sindh government following the floods, admits he has no knowledge on the
issue. “I really have no idea about this issue, as | have recently joined the ministry, but now I will
look into the matter and obviously our government will help the flood victims,” Hingorjo told
thethirdpole.net over the telephone.

Floods Linked To ISLAMABAD: Pakistani soldier Karim Khan's family was among 60 forced to leave their northern
Retreating Glaciers Pakistani village of Sundi in 2010 when a nearby glacial lake burst and raging waters swept away
Threaten Pakistan in minutes what he had accumulated during four decades in Gilgit-Baltistan, at the China border.
UPI, April 20, 2014 "It was the worst time for me and my family," Khan, 65, said. "It changes the meaning of life for

¢ ¢ us." Khan was a victim of a "glacial lake outburst flood," caused when lakes left by retreating
glaciers burst through their walls, which happens when pressure from river flow into the lakes
builds up too much.

Pakistan's Northern Areas are reported to have more than 5,000 glaciers, many of which have
developed glacial lakes. The flood that destroyed Khan's village has environmental scientists
concerned. More than 50 glacial lakes in the Himalayas pose a similar threat. Glacial movement
has accelerated because of climate change, and Pakistan, sandwiched between highly
industrialized China and India, is particularly vulnerable to global warming, Qamar Zaman
Chaudhry, lead author of country's Climate Change Policy told News Lens Pakistan. "We are
lagging behind in terms of response to climate change," the scientist said, adding, "more research
is needed as there is confusion among the stakeholders, and we do not have any specific study
over melting glaciers." Two years after the outburst in Khan's village, Pakistan launched a project
to help vulnerable communities in northern Pakistan to respond to the threats from these floods.
The four-year project began in 2011 and will end in December. It aims to help both government
agencies and the communities understand the dangers presented by these flash floods and how
to prepare in the event of a disaster. "It will be a nightmare if all the glacier lakes burst," Khalil
Ahmed, the national project manager told News Lens Pakistan. "Around 27,000 people from 39
villages are direct beneficiaries of the project," Ahmed said. Pakistan's war on Islamist militancy
and its chronic energy shortages have forced the government to divert funds from other sectors,
including climate change. The government allocated $581,000 to deal with climate change
through its Public Sector Development Program for 2013-14, down 56.4 percent from the $1.3
million allocated in 2012-13. Still, some scientists are continuing to study changes in the pattern
and speed of snow melting in Pakistan's extreme north along the Chinese border, according to
Ghulam Rasul, the Pakistan Meteorological Department's chief meteorologist.

Rasul is heading a project under which 15 researchers are studying glaciers. "We get nothing
from the government," he said. China is "giving us a lot of support,” and "some international
groups doing research on glaciers are also providing us funds and training," he added. Seeme
Mallick, a renewable energy expert at COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, an
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Islamabad university, said there was a need to change the energy mix in order to save fast-
melting glaciers. According to Pakistan's climate change policy, energy is the largest source of
greenhouse gases, contributing nearly 51 percent. "The government perhaps does not want to
touch the issue of climate change, as bridging the gap of demand and supply in power sector is
the only priority," Mallick said. She said that the use of coal for power generation by China and
India is the major contributor of global warming and fast-melting glaciers and yet the government
has announced plans to install coal-run power plants.

GUJRANWALA: At least six people, including four children, were killed when strong wind and
heavy rain lashed Gujranwala on April 19, 2015. According to details, roof a an old hose caved in
due to heavy rain in Sabri Town area of Gakhar, killing a couple and their three minor girls.
Rescue teams faced hardship during rescue operation due to power shutdown in the area. In
another incident, a three-year-old kid was killed when roof of a house collapsed in Zafar Colony
area near Grid Station. Police and rescue teams reached the spot and recovered the body of the
minor from under the debris.

RAJANPUR: Amina Bibi lost her husband, a boatman, to kidney failure soon after massive
floods in 2010 hit the remote district of Rajanpur in Pakistan's Punjab province. "All | can afford is
rice, so that's what | feed my eight children every day and they are just not getting enough
nutrition," said the weary-looking widow, aged around 40.

Rajanpur is one of the poorest districts in the otherwise prosperous central province of Punjab,
where the Panjnad River flows into the Indus River, Pakistan's lifeline. The convergence of the
rivers in southern Punjab meant most of Rajanpur was submerged in the 2010 floods, as water
from unprecedented rainfall up north rushed down the Indus.

Amina's husband helped rescue many people hit by the flooding, but after he died she sold his
boat. "Now | work as a labourer on other people's land, growing crops like sugarcane and cotton.
We lost our home and our livestock in the flood," she said. Most of her neighbours in the riverine
areas of Rajanpur district, which straddles the Indus, do not own land either and are struggling to
recover from the flooding. Many are in debt due to high interest rates on loans to buy farm inputs
such as seeds, fertilisers and pesticides. Unlike in the past, the district is now affected by floods
almost every year, either from the river overflowing or torrents cascading down the Suleiman
mountains after heavy monsoon rains.

Power to the farmers: Help Foundation, a local NGO, has been working for over a decade with
communities in the area, encouraging villagers to form groups that help families like Amina's feed
themselves. There are more than 30 such groups, each with an association to support farmers,
according to Saad Zafar, a social organiser with Help Foundation, which is a member of the Indus
Consortium, a platform that builds community resilience. Last August, the consortium launched a
campaign in five riverine villages in the area, funded by Oxfam, aimed at putting more power in
the hands of farmers, particularly women. In the nearby village of Mohammed Akram, the impact
of the training the women have received is clear. "We have planted trees which will protect the
embankments and help us during floods, and we started planting kitchen gardens near our
homes where we can grow our own vegetables," said Bakhto Bibi, secretary of the community
organisation. While many aid groups work with farmers in Pakistan, few link climate change with
food security. But Bakhto says she knows what is behind the flooding in her district. "Global
warming is raising temperatures, which is causing intense rainfall in the area - it is because of all
the smoke from factories and cars around the world," she said. People are adapting to the annual
floods by building their mud homes on higher ground, artificially raised by bulldozers piling up
earth, so their livestock and belongings stay safe. They are also spreading the message through
theatre. A play on climate change, performed recently by the community group at a school, was
attended by all the local women, Bakhto said.

Bid for land ownership: Women have also decided to form committees to start discussions with
the government about obtaining their own land. "We have been living here for 40 years and
hardly own any land. Since most of the area around here is owned by the state, it should be
allotted to us so we can increase our agricultural production," Bakhto said. The women, along
with men in their group, have already met with the Rajanpur District Coordination Officer, Ghazi
Aman Ullah, to talk about land rights and maintaining embankments to stop flooding. He has
promised to look into their demands. "I think the biggest improvement has been that we are all
united now," said Ameer Bibi who lives in the same village. "We want to put pressure on the
government to change its policies - it should set up institutions to help us farmers," she said.
Ameer said the Help Foundation's training had boosted local women's knowledge and
confidence.

Examples of women's empowerment are rare in Pakistan. Conservative elements, led by a fierce
clergy, usually oppose such efforts in rural areas, making even liberal politicians wary of
supporting them. Help Foundation has enjoyed more success as it is an established NGO
founded back in the 1970s that has won people's trust, especially during the 2010 floods when it
provided relief and rehabilitation. "Crops, floods and poverty are all interlinked. The government
should ask us what is happening on the ground," said Ayesha Bibi, a feisty widow in her 60s who
farms her own two-acre plot and recently travelled to Bangladesh with Oxfam for a regional
meeting on climate change. "It is actually the responsibility of the government of Pakistan to help
us, not the foreign-funded NGOs who have kept us from starving."

KARACHI: A total of 22 patients suffering from dengue have been reported from various parts of
the city in the past week, bringing the total number of reported cases in Karachi to 204 since
January.

The provincial Dengue Prevention and Control Programme (DPCP) revealed the stats on
Monday. According to the data, 11 of these patients have been admitted in various hospitals in
the last week, including one from Umerkot, which brought the provincial total to 205. Moreover,
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12 patients were diagnosed but weren’t hospitalised. “This is not dengue season,” pointed out Dr
Shakeel Aamir Mullick, the DPCP programme manager. “We may have more patients in August,”
he feared.

Dr Mullick told The Express Tribune that officials with the help of the Karachi commissioner have
started spraying anti-dengue fumigation in different areas. It is a good time for anti-dengue
prevention and control activities, he said, adding that action must be taken before the monsoon
season starts. All public- and private-sector hospitals are on board and have been instructed to
share dengue-related information immediately, he said, assuring they have complete coordination
with private hospitals. He also disclosed there is no proper association with hospitals in rest of the
province. “We have to take prompt action and have to identify the source of the growth of dengue
mosquitoes,” said Dr Qaisar Sajjad, the finance secretary of the central Pakistan Medical
Association. “The issue is not being taken seriously,” he said. “Have they [DPCP officials]
identified areas where dengue patients are being reported?” he questioned. “There is no
treatment. There is no vaccination of dengue fever. Only prevention can save a person. Only
awareness can help us to get rid of the issue.”

Stressing on the fact that dengue is dangerous, Dr Sajjad pointed out that the virus claimed 52
lives in 2005, including 50 from Karachi. He said that it was awareness by different organisation
that reduced more deaths. “Our attitude was the same with malaria and now we can’t control it
completely,” he said, saying prompt and proper measures can completely wipe out dengue
mosquitoes. Dr Mullick agreed with Dr Sajjad that public awareness can make a difference. He
urged that people should be careful around piles of garbage and uncovered water. “We can
control it easily if citizens cooperate with us and act upon our advices,” he urged. According to Dr
Sajjad, people should immediately consult a doctor in case of a fever. The patient should not take
medicine without the doctor's advice, adding that excessive use of water and proper rest is
advisable for someone suffering from dengue fever. The commissioner’s office said they have
met representatives of the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), the district municipal
corporations (DMC) and the cantonment boards to discuss the anti-dengue campaign. We have
told them to start the fumigation drive immediately, said commissioner Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui.
“All cantonment areas have already started the fumigation,” he said. “The drive must start from
today (Tuesday) in all KMC and DMC areas.” Siddiqui accepted that April was not dengue season
but felt that all preventive measures must be taken.
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WEEKLY SITUATION ANALYSIS REPORT BY PDMA/PEOC, KP as of

APRIL 23,2015

Weekly Weather Alert Weather outlook for April, 2015.

Synoptic Situation: : Continental air is prevailing over most parts of ~ As per PMD during the month of April, above average
the country precipitation is expected during the month with higher

Significant Weather Update: Nil values over upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Two to three spells of
rainfall are expected to affect the country.

Daily average temperature would be lower than average during
the month of April, 2015.

Thursday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most DAMS POSITION (0600 PST)
23-4-2015 parts of the country.
Friday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most TARBELA Max Level: 1550.00 Feet
24-4-2015 parts of the country.. TARBELA Level : 1466.18 Feet
Saturday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most Max Conservation Level:1204.05 Feet
25.4-2015 parts of the country. MANGLA Level: 1192.85 Feet
Dam'’s level increased as compare to previous week.
Sunday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most
26-4-2015 parts of the country.
Monday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most
27-4-2015 parts of the country.
Tuesday Mainly hot and dry weather is expected in most
28-4-2015 parts of the country.
Significant Heat wave conditions likely to prevail in the plain
Weather areas of KP during Friday
to Monday.
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CHARSADDA: Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan has allegedly threatened the administration of a
school in Charsadda to close down by April 29, otherwise they will attack the facility, insiders
told The Express Tribune. Government Primary School Ajab Gul Kalay received two threatening
letters, seemingly from the banned militant outfit. According to a complaint filed by the school’s
principal Amir Nawaz with Mandani police, the letters were received on Saturday morning. “One
of the letters asked us to close the school down by April 25 while the other said we should close it
by April 29,” Nawaz said. “Both letters said militants would blow up the school if it was not closed
down by the deadline.” The letters generated a wave of panic among teachers and students.
Subsequently, parents urged the relevant authorities to introduce a series of measures to protect
their children.

PESHAWAR: Various political leaders have vowed to take up with the federal government their
concerns regarding the ‘social agreement’ between the North Waziristan political administration
and tribesmen returning back. During a jirga held in the provincial capital on Saturday, leaders
vehemently opposed this social contract imposed on displaced persons who have returned to
North Waziristan. The meeting was organised under the aegis of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl. The
party’s chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman said the agreement is an attempt to divide tribal people and
stifle their voices. “Whatever is happening in the tribal areas is neither in the interest of Pakistan
nor the security establishment,” Fazl said. “We will ensure the government is made aware of the
challenges faced by the region’s people.” According to the JUI-F chief, the social agreement
deprives tribesmen from returning to their homes with dignity. “They should be allowed to return
home on the basis of equality and not forced to put their thumb impressions or signatures on
agreements,” he added. Speaking on the occasion, Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party chief
Mehmood Khan Achakzai said the tribal belt is the home of Pukhtuns and attempts to pawn away
their rights will not be accepted. “The silence of Pukhtuns should not be misconstrued as
cowardice,” he added.

A test of loyalty

Jamaat-e-Islami chief Sirajul Haq criticised the social agreement as an attempt to test the
patriotism of Pukhtuns. “Those who are trying to put Pukhtuns’ patriotism to test should put
themselves through the same test,” he said. “The last time unrealistic conditions were imposed on
people, we lost East Pakistan. The government should not forget these lessons.” Siraj said
terrorism is not indigenous to the tribal belt but has been imported from outside. “A huge sum of
money came to Pakistan for the tribal belt,” he said. “But it still does not have a university and
medical college.”

Uncertain future

During the meeting, ANP General Secretary Mian Iftikhar Hussain said Pak-Afghan region has
turned into a gaming arena for international players. “Forcing IDPs to take an oath of their
patriotism would drive them away,” Hussain said. “Tribesmen should make decisions about the
region’s future. We will support their decision.” Qaumi Watan Party chief Aftab Ahmed Khan
Sherpao said the government should not impose conditions on the return of the tribesmen. “It
should instead cater to the needs of the displaced population,” he added. ANP senior leader
Afrasiab Khattak said the social agreement is an insult to the displaced tribesmen which deprives
them of their free will.

Blame game

Meanwhile, a large number of tribal elders from North Waziristan and leaders of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Sami took a swipe at JUI-F chief Maulana Fazl for giving priority to the plight of IDPs to
gain an upper hand in the upcoming local government elections in K-P. Speaking to journalists in
Bannu, they said Fazal had not invited JUI-S chief Samiul Haq to the jirga as the latter believed in
playing a proactive role in addressing problems faced by the displaced population.

LAHORE: Home Minister Shuja Khanzada said on Friday that cases registered against people
included in Schedule-IV under the National Action Plan against terrorism were being reviewed.
Khanzada was speaking to journalists at his office. He said officials had been ordered to not
detain any person listed in the schedule without comprehensive investigation and solid evidence.
He said strict action would be taken against officials who violated this directive. Khanzada said
maintaining order and eliminating terrorism were the foremost priorities of the government. The
minister said measures were being taken in this regard. He said decisions taken in the wake of
the NAP were being speedily implemented across the province in accordance with the
instructions of the Apex Committee.

Khanzada said work carried out by the Punjab Information Technology Board with regard to
mapping crime had revealed that its incidence had been significantly reduced in the province. He
said the implementation of the NAP will continue till the province was completely rid of terrorists.
He said the government would leave no stone unturned to make the province a haven of peace.
The minister said the thana culture was changing for the better following the establishment of 10
model police stations. He said the polite conduct of information technology officials deputed at
police stations was restoring the confidence of the public in the force. Khanzada commended the
IGP on the occasion.

WEB DESK: China will deliver another fifty JF-17 Thunder fighters to Pakistan over a period of
three years, Radio Pakistanreported. The Head of Chinese Aircraft Industry told a Chinese daily
that under the contract signed between the two countries, Pakistan will receive a total of 110 JF-
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17 Thunder aircrafts from China. The jets are a symbol of friendship between Pakistan and
China. During Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit, a fleet of eight JF-17 Thunder jets escorted the
special plane of the Chinese leader when it entered Pakistan’s airspace. Pakistan and China on
April 20 signed more than 50 agreements worth $28 billion, mostly covering commercial loans to
Pakistani power generation companies, but also including financing agreements for six
infrastructure projects that will set in motion work on the eastern trade corridor connecting
western China with Gwadar that Beijing wants to see operational before the end of next year.

QUETTA: The government has decided to check national identity cards and local and domicile
certificates issued since 2000 in Balochistan to find out how many Afghan refugees have been
issued these national documents illegally. A decision to this effect was taken at a meeting held
here on Friday. The meeting was presided over by Provincial Home Secretary Akbar Hussain
Durrani. The meeting discussed repatriation of Afghan refugees to Afghanistan and pace and
implementation on National Action Plan (NAP). Officials sources said that the matter regarding
scrutiny of NIC, local and domicile certificates was taken up after some reports said that large
number of Afghan refugees had been issued these documents illegally by institutions concerned.

“All NICs and other documents issued since 2000 till now would be scrutinised by agencies
concerned in Balochistan,” a senior official of the Balochistan government told Dawn. He said that
officials found involved in issuing NICs and other documents to Afghan refugees would face strict
legal action. It was also decided in the meeting that all illegal Afghan immigrants living in the
refugee camps would be arrested and sent back to their country. “Over 70 per cent of Afghans
are illegal immigrants who are living in refugee camps of Balochistan with no legal documents
and they are not registered with Nadra,” he said.

“Only 30 per cent of Afghans living in the refugee camps are legal refugees having refugee cards
issued by Nadra,” the official further said. The deputy commissioner and other agencies
concerned have been ordered to check documents of all Afghan refugees and all illegal refugees
should be arrested and sent back to Afghanistan. The meeting was also informed that around 74
per cent of Afghan refugees registered in Balochistan were living in cities and towns of the
province and only 26 per cent living in refugee camps. The meeting was attended by
Commissioner for Afghan Refugee Organisation, Quetta Commissioner, officials of UNHCR,
Frontier Corps, FIA, Police, Intelligence Bureau and other institutions concerned.

KARACHI: Administration on Saturday has directed the officials to ensure security arrangements
of sensitive areas in Karachi as the provincial governememt received threats. National security
force has wrote a letter to interior ministry of Sindh seeking to enhance the security of most
visited areas to avoid any mishap. The administration was also informed that the terrorists want to
explode important building including law enforcement agencies’ offices.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Thursday that use of information technology
could curb crime and facilitate provision of justice to the people at police stations. He was chairing
a meeting convened to review the law and order situation and security arrangements in the
province at the Arfa Karim Software Technology Park. Sharif ordered officials to formulate a
comprehensive plan regarding the province-wide expansion of a pilot for the computerisation of
10 police stations. The chief minister said modern technology was vital for resolving citizens’
problems and the provision of speedy justice at police stations. Sharif said information and
communication measures could curb crime and maintain law and order. He said the
computerisation of police stations would improve the force’s performance. Sharif said it was
imperative to harness the full potential of information technology on this account.

The chief minister said immediate and effective measures were needed to restore public
confidence in the force. He said accountability of police officials and staff could significantly
improve at the station level and alter the thana culture. The chief minister said an effective
accountability system should be ensured on this account. He said this would foster positive
change at police stations. The chief minister ordered the compilation of information regarding
police officials and staff to be compiled in a database. He said the force would be given
uninterrupted access to resources but it had to show results. The chief minister directed all senior
police officials to regularly inspect police stations to guarantee standards. The IGP informed
those present on the occasion that the Rescue 15 service was being revamped and linked with
police stations. He said the posting of administrative officials at police stations had been yielding
positive results. Punjab Information Technology Board Chairman Umer Saif gave a briefing on
measures taken to harness the potential of information technology at police stations.

Saaf Pani Project

Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said on Thursday that the Saaf Pani Project was of pivotal
importance. He was chairing a meeting convened to review progress on the project. Sharif said
the project should be quickly completed. He said no compromise would be made on standards
and transparency on this account. The chief minister said the project, which would cost billions of
rupees, had been initiated for the benefit of the people. He said a target to provide the majority of
the province’s residents with access to clean drinking water by 2017 had been fixed. The chief
minister said work on the construction of water filtration plants in four districts in south Punjab
would commence soon under the first phase of the project. He said this would be later replicated
province-wide. The Saaf Pani Company CEO briefed those present on the occasion regarding the
project.

PESHAWAR: Following immense pressure from the public, government officials and law-
enforcement agencies (LEA) finally put their heads together to reconsider the need for numerous
security check posts which are causing inconvenience to the city’'s commuters. According to
officials in the home and tribal affairs department, a meeting was held in this regard on Thursday
at the department. Peshawar commissioner, deputy commissioner, director general of Peshawar
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Development Authority, traffic police and several law-enforcement officials attended the meeting
which was chaired by Home Secretary Arbab Arif. “People are fed up with the long queues of
vehicles waiting at various check posts to be inspected by the police and other LEAs,” an official
privy to the moot told The Express Tribune on Friday. “It is summer and traffic hold-ups are going
from bad to worse on roads where the security forces stop and check all vehicles passing
through.”

He said the meeting focused on areas where the check posts are causing hardships for travellers,
including checkpoints on GT Road, barricades and check posts on University Road as well as
those on Pishtakhara and Bara Road. According to the insider, law-enforcement officials
defended barricades placed on roads leading to their cantonment areas, saying the check posts
have been erected as they are needed due to security concerns for army installations, and K-P
Assembly and Peshawar High Court buildings. The official said it was decided the Peshawar
commissioner would hold a meeting with all stakeholders regarding checkpoints and barricades
at the University of Peshawar campus and the road, and then a mechanism would be devised to
resolve traffic gridlocks caused by them. Similarly, the DC will hold a meeting with the relevant
officials regarding the GT Road and Bara Road check posts. Officials also considered removing
iron barricades and replacing them with speed breakers. This is in addition to considering
opening all lanes on roads entering Hayatabad. It was also decided in the meeting that the DC
will work on charged parking throughout the city.

WEB DESK: Terming Operation Zarb-e-Azb a success, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali khan
said on Friday that the whole nation must get behind the security forces in eradicating terrorism
from Pakistan, Express News reported. While addressing the media after the passing out parade
at Warsak, Nisar said that Operation Zarb-e-Azab was a consequence of failed negotiations with
the terror groups operating in the country and was the decision of a unanimous parliament.

Nisar said that our forces need to remain constantly vigilant. He added that the whole country
needs to come together to fight terrorism along with the security forces so we can ensure the
safety of all Pakistanis. The interior minister said that today marks a significant day because for
the first time the FC passing out parade has been carried out at Warsak. He congratulated the
cadets and told them that they are now the guardians of this country and the prestigious task of
protecting this country and restoring peace to it now falls on them.

ROME: Police in Italy have arrested 18 suspects across seven provinces for allegedly plotting
terrorist attacks in Pakistan, an official statement said on Friday. According to the police
statement, the suspects were allegedly part of an al Qaeda-affiliated network based in Sardegna
Island’s Olbia city, who was dedicated to spearheading terrorist attacks in Pakistan. Police did not
release the identities or nationalities of all the suspects, except for the ring leader of the group,
who was said to be a Pakistani house builder based in lItaly. The suspects were arrested in
Cagliari, Macerata, Bergamo, Sassari, Roma, Foggia and Frosinone. lItalian police believe the
suspects were involved in one of the deadliest bomb attacks in the Pakistani city of Peshawar
that killed over 100 people, mostly women and children who had been out shopping at the Meena
Bazaar on October 28, 2009.

Police added that a number of other deadly attacks in Pakistan could be attributed to the group.
According to the statement, those arrested were part of an organisation dedicated to international
criminal activities related to al Qaeda, furthering the armed conflict with the West and a revolt
against the current government in Pakistan. The group was allegedly attempting to intimidate the
local population in Pakistan to force the government to renounce its attacks on the Taliban militia
and to cease to support the American forces in Afghanistan. The group allegedly also aided
illegal migrants from Pakistan to enter Italy and work with it.

PESHAWAR: In a bid to take the fight to the terrorists, the Frontier Corps on Thursday formally
established the Quick Response Force for Peshawar. During a ceremony at Shahkas in Jamrud,
Khyber Agency, FC officials told Peshawar Corps Commander Lieutenant General Hidayatur
Rahman that the force has 40 to 50 motorcyclists. They will remain on alert round-the-clock, he
added. Each team will have two riders. According to FC officials, the first batch of the Quick
Response Force started its assignment on Thursday. The basic responsibility of the force will be
to combat acts of terrorism, but they will also assist armed forces with the aim of ensuring their
convoys reach their destination on time. In addition to modern telecommunication, riders are also
armed with sophisticated automatic weapons.

Blaze

The ceremony was arranged by FC to destroy a huge quantity of narcotics seized during military
actions Khyber-l and Khyber-Il. Besides the Peshawar Corps Commander, the ceremony was
attended by FC Inspector General Major General Tayyab Azam, Khyber Agency Political Agent
Syed Shahab Ali Shah and other high-ranking officials. The Peshawar Corps commander was
informed that in 2014, FC troops succeeded in seizing a huge quantity of narcotics valued at over
$1.8 billion in the international market. The drugs included 72,716 kilogrammes of hashish, 117.7
kilogrammes of heroin and 389.5 kilogrammes of opium. He was told 20 tonnes of narcotics was
seized in 2013, but the quantity increased during the military action in 2014. Seized narcotics
were later set ablaze. Lt General Hidayatur Rahman appreciated the efforts of the FC to seize
such a large quantity of drugs. He also appreciated the force’s role in making Khyber-I and Il
successful.

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Army led security forces in air and ground offensives in the North and
South Waziristan agencies killed 27 alleged terrorists as the Operation Zarb-e-Azb goes on.
Seven security personal were also injured in ambush on security check post in Ladha Tehsil of
South Waziristan agency. Military sources said the Pakistan Air Force war birds struck hard on
the miscreant’s positions in the North Waziristan agency early Wednesday morning. The
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incessant bombings on the area closed to Tehsil Datta Khel in NWA resulted in killing of at least
22 suspected terrorists. “As many as 22 terrorists were Killed in precise aerial strikes in the night
between Tuesday and Wednesday ahead of Datta Khel in North Waziristan Agency”.

A two lines communiqué by the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) issued to media
Wednesday morning said.

Security forces later on Wednesday also engaged militants in the South Waziristan agency and
resultantly five militants were killed in Shaktoi area during cordon and search operation. “In
Cordon and search operation five terrorists were killed in Shaktoi area in South Waziristan
agency as the fleeing terrorists left behind four dead bodies of their comrades”. Another
communiqué of the ISPR released to media Wednesday afternoon said. In the meanwhile at
least five troops were injured during a clash between security forces and miscreants who
attacked acheck post in South Waziristan late night Tuesday. Reports said the militants targeted
a security check post in Ladha Tehsil's area of Pusht Ziarat with heavy artillery fire. As
the check post was partially damaged in the attack, five men in uniform sustained injuries. The
attack was successfully repulsed by the security that also kicked off search and cordon operation
in the region following the ambush.

The Pakistan Army led security forces, launched operation Zerb-e-Azb on June 15, 2014 in the
troubled Waziristan agencies after the peace talks between the government and the proscribed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) fizzled out and months long efforts to find out, ending monthes
of negotiation on the issue of militancy in Pakistan. The PAF has since then have been pounding
militant hideouts in the agency sometimes with a pause of day or so and have so far killed more
than 1500 miscreants besides destroying over 200 militant hide outs. Similarly operation started
on June 30th and the Pak Army lead security forces have seized scores of bomb and explosive
manufacturing facilities of the terrorists in various parts of the agencies as
they successfully continue their advancements against militants.

LAHORE: IGP Mushtaq Ahmad Sukhera said on Tuesday computerised complaint handling
centres had been set up at 10 police stations of Lahore. He told a meeting that the centres had
been set up at Gulberg, Baghbanpura, North Cantt, South Cantt, Model Town, Mustafaabad,
Sarwar Road, and Defence (A, B and C) police stations. These would help speed up the
investigation process and improve the thana culture, the IGP said. He said 83 civilian employees,
including 20 women workers, selected through a National Testing Service examination had been
recruited for the centres. “The centers work in two shifts from 9am to 5pm and from 4pm to 11pm.
The civilian staff will ensure that FIRs are registered,” the IGP said. He said a complainant would
be given a slip carrying information about the FIR, including the name of the investigation officer.

Sukhera said police would soon introduce a system under which calls received at police helpline
(15) would be connected to the centres. He said the SPs concerned would look after the
administrative affairs of the centres. Responding to queries related to last month’s Youhanabad
incident, the IGP said those involved in the lynching of two people had been identified and a
challan had been submitted in a court. He said a probe into the bombing was underway.

PESHAWAR: In the past three months, the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa police department has trained
10,727 security guards deployed at educational institutions across the province, stated a handout
issued by the department on Tuesday. Such measures were taken after the devastating attack on
the Army Public School left over 150 people, mostly schoolchildren, dead. The handout stated
concrete steps have been taken to improve security at public and private schools during the
ongoing year. It added that an additional 10,610 security guards are being trained.

A workshop was organised to raise awareness about the security situation and was attended by
secretary education and other relevant officials from all districts of the province, it read.
“Guidelines were issued to all educational institutions to ensure maximum security, while a one-
click SOS alert service was introduced for any vulnerable and sensitive institutions.”

KARACHI: Unknown assailants on Wednesday lobbed a hand-grenade at a residential
compound near Lyari Town office killing a girl and injuring two women. According to reports,
unknown persons hurled a hand-grenade killing a five-year-old girl and injuring two women. The
attackers drove off the area after committing crime. A huge contingent of police personnel arrived
in the area to carry out the relief operation and to collect evidences from the scene. Meanwhile, at
least 42 suspects were arrested during search operation carried out by police in western zone of
the city on Wednesday.

According to police, the arrested men were involved in various crimes. Weapons including
grenades, narcotics and stolen motorcycles were also recovered from their possession.
Mehmoodabad police detained at least two felons being involved in street crimes. Moreover,
police officers have nabbed Ramesh, son of Devraj in an injured condition by recovering huge
cache of weapons from his possession. As per police sources, the suspect had links with Uzair
Baloch group whereas he was also wanted in various criminal activities including extortion.

ISLAMABAD: To make the country’s security system more active and transparent in countering
terrorism, Interior Minister Chaudhary Nisar has formed four high-level committees for a policy
review. Chairing a meeting at the Ministry of Interior on Tuesday, Nisar assigned senior officers to
prepare their recommendations for existing security policies on the Exit Control List, granting
permission for bullet-proof vehicles, regulating security companies and grant of arms licenses,
within seven working days. “Each committee will be headed by a senior officer of the rank of
additional secretary,” stated an official statement.

Exit Control List

Regarding the ECL, the interior minister said it was unfortunate that in past, it was blatantly
misused and names were entered or removed on personal whims and wishes. “Neither any heed
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was paid to these anomalies nor to correct the faults in the system,” he said. “There is a need for
putting in place a proper system for making entries into the ECL with clearly defined parameters.”

Bullet-proof vehicles

Discussing bullet-proofing of vehicles, Nisar underscored the need for devising a mechanism to
ascertain the need of granting the permission to any person. He said an assessment committee
should scrutinise and analyse such requests, without referring it to intelligence agencies in the
first instance. “Only citizens who are regular tax-payers and have a genuine security concern
should enjoy this facility,” he said. “We need to discourage elements who use bullet proof
vehicles as status symbols.” He added that there should be a centralised office at the federal
level to maintain record of all the bullet-proof vehicles, which should be instantly updated in case
of a change in ownership.

Regulating security companies

On regulating security companies that provide private services to civilians, Nisar said that the new
policy should focus on making companies look after the welfare of their employees, for instance
death, disability, insurance, and so on.

Arms licenses

Discussing the existing policy on granting arms licenses, the interior minister stressed upon the
need for early re-validation of existing arms licenses, and tasked the committee to come up with a
workable proposal on how to expedite this process. He advised the committee to consider how an
effective check on the number of licenses to be issued could be maintained. The meeting was
attended among others by secretary interior, Nacta officials, commissioner Islamabad and senior
officials of NADRA.

KARACHI: Director General (DG) Rangers Sindh Major General Bilal Akbar gave a nine-day
window to residents of Karachi to surrender their illegal weapons or face arrest. In a bid to curb
target killings and crimes in the city, DG Rangers urged the citizens of Karachi to submit their
illegal weapons at the nearest Rangers post by April 30, warning that failure to do so will result in
arrest and individuals will be dealt with severely. The Rangers official observed in most cases of
target killings in Karachi, illegal weapons were recovered. Moreover, in the past, some arms
dealers were issuing fake licenses to transport illegal weapons for target killings.

Keeping illegal arms or using fake arms license constitute offences under Section 23-1-A of Sindh
Arms Ordnance 2013 and the maximum punishment for the offence is 14-year imprisonment. DG
Rangers warned individuals in possession and retainers of illegal weapons will be dealt as
collaborators and associates of target killers and will be booked under the Anti Terrorism Act. Just
yesterday, in its latest effort to make Karachi a crime-free city, Sindh Rangers requested the
citizens to keep their original identification cards with them at all times. In a statement issued by
the Rangers spokesperson urging the citizens to keep their National Identity Card (NIC) with them
all the time, the paramilitary force said copies of NIC will not be acceptable and the individual in
question will be taken into custody till his/her identity is proven.

KARACHI: Rangers on Monday asked the people of Karachi to carry their original computerised
national identity cards with them, otherwise they could be arrested. “Citizens of Karachi are
requested to keep with them their ID cards at all times for confirmation of their identity,” said a
Rangers spokesman in a brief statement. “It is further added that copies of ID cards will not be
acceptable and the individual in question will be taken into custody till his or her identity is
positively proven.” The spokesman said that the law enforcement agencies were working to arrest
criminals and target killers and the citizens should cooperate in the ongoing drive However, the
paramilitary force did not explain as to how the move would benefit them.
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QUETTA: The Balochistan education department has decided to close unregistered private
schools across the province.A meeting held at the offices of the Director Education, Schools, on
Saturday was informed that hundreds of private schools were functioning in the province without
getting permission from the education department.Officials of the department advised the
parents to make sure before getting their children admitted whether the school concerned was
registered or not.

Punjab health authorities hurting patients for personal gains Irregularities detected in purchase
of hepatitis medicine in Punjab Unlawful deal would deprive thousands of patients of benefit of
treatment Collusion with companies facing corruption changes in various countries unearthed.

Substantial irregularities have been detected in the purchase of hepatitis medicine by Punjab
health department discriminating local industry and depriving thousands of poor patients of
benefit of treatment.

According to the details provincial government had allocated 2.44 billion rupees to be spend for
prevention and control of hepatitis in three years as every 13th person is infected with either
hepatitis B or C with majority living in Punjab. A decision was taken to spend Rs 750 million in
the first year and the health authorities of Punjab decided purchase medicine from
multinationals on double cost ignoring local pharmaceuticals. To deprive local industry, an
unlawful condition WHO study was inserted in the tender; an excuse never used in the history of
Pakistan. The move was based on malafide intentions and personal welfare as it was against
the provisions of Drug Act and Section 10 of the Punjab Procurement Rules. WHO study is not
mandatory as per the law of the land and that hepatitis medicine produced locally since five
years is being used by leading institutions, administered to millions of patients and exported
without any complaints regarding quality, said Dr. Murtaza Mughal, President PEW. But, health
officials were quick to disqualify local companies including one which has the honour of having
only WHO certified laboratory in Pakistan which, he added.

He said that purchasing medicine from local industry can help double number of poor patients
as local product is half the price of that being purchased from multinationals but this fact was
not enough to move health and procurement authorities. Health authorities are using one
pretext or other to prefer multinationals facing corruption charges in dozens of countries after
the national companies started manufacturing the cost effective medicine. Recently, Sindh
government tried to purchase hepatitis medicine from the same foreign companies but the
Sindh High Court frustrated collusion of the government officials and multinationals by
cancelling the tender terming it unconstitutional, illegal and based on malafide intentions.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch has sought financial assistance
from the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank for construction of dams as underground
water level in the province is fast depleting.He was speaking to Canadian High Commissioner
Heather Cruden and UNODC representative Cesar Guedes at a dinner he had hosted for
them.The province was facing the challenges of poverty, backwardness and water shortage
which cannot be tackled without the monetary cooperation of donors, he said.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Turkmenistan agreed on Friday to expedite work on the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (Tapi) gas pipeline project which is scheduled to be
completed by 2018. President Mamnoon Hussain and Turkmenistan’s President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov, during their meeting held on the sidelines of Canakkale battles centenary
ceremonies in Istanbul, agreed to step up the project. The spade work has begun but the two
sides have reservations over Afghanistan’s security situation. A spokesperson for the president
said the project was cost-effective and would help enhance cooperation between Pakistan and
Turkmenistan. “The government attaches high priority to timely completion of the Tapi pipeline,”
the president was quoted as saying.

PESHAWAR: The Medico-legal Society Pakistan KP Chapter Friday requested Pakistan
Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) to refrain from changing Forensic Medicine into Forensic
Pathology as suggested by PMDC Executive Committee.In a meeting of the Medico-legal
Society Pakistan KP Chapter held under the Chairmanship of Professor Dr. Zahid Hussain
Khalil in Khyber Medical College here it was observed that the change would severely harm the
medico-legal system of the country.The meeting discussed threadbare the suggestion and
decision taken their in to change Forensic Medicine into Forensic Pathology on the part of
PMDC Executive Committee and said that the medico-legal autopsies conducted by person
other than medico-legal experts would result in injustice and the provision of justice to common
man would remain a dream.The meeting attended by forensic experts from all over province
unanimously decided that any move to damage the Medico-legal system of Pakistan would be
resisted. They requested PMDC authorities to refrain from such decision detrimental to the
medico-legal system of the country. It was also decided that the judiciary be made aware of the
complications arising out of the decision of PMDC.It is to mention here that the PMDC
Executive Committee in a meeting held on March 29, 2015 decided to change Forensic
Medicine into Forensic Pathology. - APP

GUJRAT: Patients at the Government Maternity Hospital of Fawara Chowk have been facing
numerous problems due to a lack of medical equipment, out-of-order machinery, shabby
operating theatre and labour room.As if these are not enough, the hospital building (established
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1991) is dilapidated and the entreaties of patients regarding the poor condition of the hospital
and alleged indifference of the staff and doctors have fallen on deaf ears.An official told Dawn
that the anesthesia machine at the operating theatre had been out of order and there was no
incubator, baby warmer and steriliser in the hospital. The beds were broken and there was no
facility of laundry as a result of which the staff wash the bedsheets either in the labour room or
in the operating theatre, he said.This correspondent visited the the hospital which was found
lacking in many facilities. The air-conditioners donated by a local businessman have never
come into use as, according to sources, they are out of order.A source said the head lady
doctor often remain absent or reach the hospital around 12 noon instead of 9am when the
official duty timings start. During a recent visit of District Coordination Officer Liaquat Ali Chattha
a few days ago, the head lady doctor was absent and the duty staff could not give any
satisfactory response to the DCO.

District Officer Health Dr Abid Ghauri said the authorities were aware of the pathetic condition of
the hospital and the district government had been persuaded to provide funds for the
procurement of the missing equipment besides getting the building repaired.He said earlier the
anesthesia machine of the rural health centre of Kunjah had been provided to the Gujrat
maternity hospital but it too went out of order. Arrangements were being made to provide the
machine within next few days as purchase process was under way.Another source said the
district government had directed the authorities to replace the head of the maternity hospital
besides improving the performance of the staff. The DCO said he had received complaints about
the maternity hospital’s poor working condition and he had also paid a visit and found these
complaints genuine. He said he had approved Rs5 million for the procurement of new
machinery and repair of the building.He said the district government would replace the in-
charge of the maternity hospital.

LANDI KOTAL: Corps Commander Peshawar Lt Gen Hidayat ur Rehman visited Bara tehsil of
Khyber Agency and torched thousands kilograms of contraband, which the security forces had
seized during the last nine months of the military operation both in Bara and Tirah valley.An
ISPR statement said that the contraband included 72,616 kilograms of charas, 117 kilograms of
heroin, 389 kilograms of opium, 950 bottles of liquor and seven kilograms of dangerous
chemicals worth Rs5954 million.The statement said that security forces seized the illegal drugs
during search operations. The purpose of seizing the contraband was to provide the returning
families of Bara a drug-free environment upon their return to their respective localities, it added.

ISLAMABAD: After 1.3 million doses of pentavalent vaccine were found spoiled at a store of
the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) on February 24, the Ministry of National
Health Services (NHS) has devised a mechanism to avoid such an incident in future.However,
the team that revamped the entire system was mainly assisted by USAID under its Deliver
project.Moreover, an inquiry into the incident could not be completed even after about two
months. But in the meantime eight officials have been transferred.lt may be noted that the
pentavalent doses sufficient to vaccinate 1.3 million children against five diseases, excluding
polio, were found spoiled at the EPI store located on the premises of the National Institute of
Health (NIH).The spoilage of the vaccine was exposed through an email sent to Ayesha Raza
Farooq, the prime minister’s focal person on polio, using a fake account in February 2015.

The sender of the email was later identified as an official of the World Health Organisation
(WHO).After getting the information, the ministry representatives visited the store and found 1.3
million doses of the vaccine spoiled as the vaccine vial monitor (VVM) had changed its colour.It
was learnt that the air-conditioning plant inside the store was switched off from outside. Over
such a major incident, the ministry did not take any action against the officers and made three
low-ranking officials a scapegoat.However, a three-member committee, consisting of Joint
Secretary Amir Sheikh, Executive Director Pakistan Medical Research Council (PMRC) Huma
Qureshi and Adviser Mazhar Nisar, was constituted to probe the matter.On Thursday,
mediapersons were invited to the EPI building at Chak Shahzad to brief them on the new
arrangements for the storage of the vaccine.EPI national programme manager Dr Saglain
Ahmad Gilani told the mediapersons that soon after the incident, a national vaccine
management review committee was constituted.“At that time, we had the chronic deficiency of
human resource due to which it was not possible to monitor the overstocking and improper
inventory management. The VVM of vaccines stored for long had not been checked,” he said.

The cold chain temperature monitoring equipment, he added, was insufficient and remote
alarms were not available.Stocks were just stuffed in the warehouse and physical counting of
items was not possible and the overall operational environment was below standards, he
added.He said the USAID was requested for an immediate EPI reforms in response to which a
technical support worth $1.5 million was provided. The officials trained on the cold chain
management from the NIH along with USAID’s Deliver project team took 40 days to put things
in order, he said.Minister for Health Saira Afzal Tarar said after the incident the ministry
revamped the vaccine storage and management system.“Now the vaccine data of Pakistan can
be accessed from anywhere in the world through a web-based system. Moreover, EPI
operations can be monitored online. International good practices, including scanning and stock
sufficiency, are being managed and monitored on a daily basis,” she said.Dr Gilani told Dawn
that logbooks had been put in place to ensure that the vaccine would not get expired in the
stores."Sensors are being installed in the storerooms which, in case of a variation in the
temperature, will send an email and SMS to all the offices concerned. We will be in a position to
get the data about the temperature variations for the last 15 days,” he said.

LAHORE: The Punjab Health Department has referred the cases of 400 medical
officers/lwomen medical officers to the departmental promotion committee (DPC) after they
showed their willingness to serve in remote areas of the province as consultant. They will also
be given an additional incentive package.Dawn learned the health department has called the
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DPC meeting on Friday (today) to promote them.Officials say that for the first time such a large
number of FCPS qualified doctors applied in one-go for those positions.According to official
figures, more than 750 posts of consultants have been vacant in district and tehsil headquarters
hospitals of Punjab for many years as doctors would proceed abroad instead of serving remote
areas.An official, close to the development, told Dawn the Punjab government had offered the
doctors two major carrots — exemption of five-year experience for promotion from BS 17 to 18,
and a special incentive package.The offer worked and distance diminished as one-thirds of the
applicants seeking promotion are women doctors.According to the laid down rules and
regulations, five-year experience is mandatory for doctors in BS 17 to get promotion to the next
grade.The official said the chief minister approved the new policy in March to attract ‘specialist
doctors/consultants’ to DHQ and THQ hospitals.

Under the new policy, he said, consultants would get Rs. 40,000 to Rs. 150,000 in addition to
their regular salary package. The Rs. 150,000 special incentive will be given to the consultant
who joins duty in districts like Rajanpur, Mianwali and Bhakkar while the minimum incentive (Rs.
40,000) will be disbursed among those who join health facilities in Kasur, Narowal and
Gujranwala.The package will be disbursed among the doctors keeping in view the poverty index
of the area, period for which the post was vacant and the distance of the health facility from the
teaching hospital. “The department has also offered such doctors that their promotion to BS 19
and 20 were also being streamlined for serving in rural areas without any break,” he said.UHS
results: The University of Health Sciences (UHS) has announced the result of First Professional
BDS supplementary examination.According to a press release issued on Thursday, a total of
286 candidates from 12 affiliated dental colleges appeared in the exam out of which 193 passed
and 91 failed. The pass percentage stood at 67.48.The university also declared the result of
postgraduate medical diploma in cardiology part-l (revised scheme) supplementary
examination.

ISLAMABAD: The government on Thursday defined liquefied natural gas (LNG) as petroleum
product, instead of natural gas, just to bypass the legal requirement of public hearing by the
regulator for its pricing.“According to the new arrangement RLNG will be treated as a petroleum
product and its pricing can be carried out in line with the prevailing practice for petrol/diesel
pricing on monthly basis,” said an official statement on Thursday.A decision to this effect was
taken at a meeting of the economic coordination committee (ECC) of the cabinet presided over
by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Thursday referred Gas Theft Control and Recovery
Bill-2014 to relevant standing committee for further perusal and consideration. The Bill was
moved by State Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Jam Kamal Khan. Syed Naveed
Qamar demanded more time for thorough reading and consideration of the Bill. State Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs Shaikh Aftab Ahmed introduced the National Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Bill, 2015 in the House. - APP

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah has said the PPP government in Sindh
has not only inducted 1500 doctors against posts lying vacant for years, prior to coming to
power in 2008, but has also appointed another 500 doctors in the remote parts of the
province.Addressing the Convocation 2015 of Dr. Ziauddin Medical University, he said PPP
government is committed to the healthcare as well as educational needs of the masses and
keen to serve the people belonging to least developed areas."We have appointed more than 75
doctors at different facilities in district Tharparkar besides getting transferred medical specialists
to these hospitals," he said and mentioned that presently the District Hospital Mithi was one of
most well equipped and well staffed hospitals in the province. Syed Qaim Ali Shah urged the
graduates to serve humanity, without any discrimination and compromise."Acquiring medical
education is tough but actual challenge is to deliver to the people without compromising the
oath taken on eve of convocation,” he said.Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Qaim Ali Shah on the
occasion registering his concern about growing numbers of Hepatitis-B and Hepatitis-C
patients, said that while focus has to be on prevention of the ailments and also their proper
management, attention is also being paid towards provision for liver transplantation facilities in
Sindh. He announced a donation of Rs 50 million for the establishment of liver transplantation
facility at Ziauddin Medical Hospital and also called upon other medical university hospitals in
the private sector to come forward and provide update care for patients, mainly those suffering
from liver diseases.Chancellor of Dr. Zia uddin University, Dr. Asim Hussain also the Chairman
of Sindh Higher Education Commission (HEC) said there is need to revamp the medical
education and training system in the country. - APP

PESHAWAR: One-fifth of the world's children are still not receiving routine life-saving
vaccinations and efforts to ensure global immunisation coverage remain "far off track," the
World Health Organization said Wednesday.Nearly 22 million infants, many living in the world's
poorest countries, missed out in 2013 on the routine vaccine against diphtheria, whooping
cough and tetanus (DTP3), WHO said, citing the latest available data.And nearly half of them
are in three countries: India, Pakistan and Nigeria.This is of grave concern, said Jean-Marie
Okwo-Bele, head of WHQ's vaccine unit, pointing out that there are still 1.5 million premature
deaths due to vaccine preventable diseases each year.""Today WHO is calling for the global
community to close the immunisation gap and the unnecessary disability and deaths caused by
the failure to vaccinate," he told reporters in Geneva ahead of World Immunisation Week, which
starts Friday.

The world has made great strides in recent decades in raising immunisation rates -- from as low
as five percent in some countries in the mid-1970s to a global average of 84 percent in
2013.And 129 countries boast immunisation levels above 90 percent, with vaccines estimated
to save as many as three million lives each year.But Okwo-Bele warned the progress had been
"plateauing” in recent years, despite a commitment in 2012 by all WHO members to a plan to
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ensure all children are immunised. There are a number of reasons for the lack of progress,
including the cost of vaccines, weak health systems and lack of access in poorer
countries.Armed conflicts and insecurity also limit access, as do emergencies like the west
African Ebola outbreak, with recent, unverified numbers indicating that immunisation levels in
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone dropped as much as 30 percent at the height of that crisis,
Okwo-Bele said. Also in developed nations, where coverage is generally high, there are pockets
where rates are low, as recently emphasised by measles outbreaks in the United States and
other western countries. - AFP

LAHORE: The Punjab has been working on several mineral excavation projects with China,
Mines and Mineral Secretary Dr Arshad Mehmood said on Thursday. He was chairing a
meeting on Local Coal-Based Power Generation projects in the province. Dr Mehmood said
Pakistan and China were looking to develop mineral wealth of the Punjab through local coal-
based power generation and excavation of metallic minerals like iron ore and copper.
Participants of the meeting were informed that the China Machinery Engineering Corporation
(CMEC) would establish the first coal generation plant at Pind Dadan Khan. He said the project
would generate 300MW and will be completed by the end of 2017. He said more than 100
Chinese workers had already been deployed at the site of operations. “This power plant will
haul in $500 million investment in the country,” he said.

The second aspect of this project is a Coal Mining Project in Choa Saden Shah from where
nearly 6,000 tonnes of coal will be excavated each day to be used at the power plant at Pind
Dadan Khan. Dr Mehmood said for this purpose, the CMEC will introduce a semi-mechanised
mining technique for the first time in the region. The mining project will bring in an investment of
Rs20 billion, he said. “We are looking at an investment of around Rs70 billion in total,” he said.

Dr Mehmood said the project would greatly benefit the local economy. “Previously coal in our
region was not considered fit to use to generate power because of its high sulphur and ash
content, thin seam and challenging mining terrain.” The Metallurgical Corporation of China has
been working on estimating the worth of metallic minerals in Chiniot and Rajoa including iron
ore, copper, silver and gold. The project will be completed by the end 2016, he said. “This will
pave the way to establish the first steel mill in the Punjab which will use locally-produced iron
ore.”

Port Qasim Authority (PQA) Thursday signed an agreement with Port Qasim Electric Power
Company (PQEPC) for the establishment of 1,320 megawatts coal-fired power plant at a cost of
$ 1.75 billion. The signing ceremony was held at a local hotel in the presence of Chairman PQA
Agha Akhtar Jan with senior officials of both sides. The agreement was signed by Cal Bin, vice
president of Sinohydro, and Secretary PQA Muhammad Sagib. The agreement came in the
wake of Chinese President Xi's historic visit to Pakistan where diversified projects in the field of
power, energy, education, health and infrastructure were launched under Pak-China Economic
Corridor with $46 billion investment. The coal-fired power project is sponsored by Sinohydro
with Al-Mirgab to set up and operate the project for electric power generation facility with a
dedicated jetty for coal handling exclusively for own use. The two foreign groups have formed a
local company under Companies Ordinance 1984 for this project. PQA under the present
government has accomplished LNG Terminal in March in a record time period of 11 months.
This LNG project would prove to be a landmark through private sector investment to reduce
power and energy crisis in the country. The venture is envisaged to contribute to boost the
country's economy besides transfer of technology and direct and indirect employment
opportunities.

Saeed Ahmed Khan, Chairman Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA), who was restored
by Islamabad high Court (IHC) after he challenged the federal government's decision of sending
him on forced leave may resume his duty within next few days, it is learnt. According to reliable
sources, following the IHC verdict on April 12, 2015 that overruled the federal government's
decision, the OGRA Chairman is yet to resume his duties. The delay in taking over as chairman
OGRA, according to sources is believed to be the detailed verdict which the court will announce
shortly. On February 11, the Cabinet Division had sent Khan on forced leave blaming him for
petrol crisis that crippled parts of the country in January this year. However, the court annulled
the government decision to send him on forced leave but it did not stop the Federal Public
Service Commission (FPSC) from conducting an inquiry against Khan.

Since chairmen and members of regulatory bodies are protected under the law, the government
had sent a reference against the OGRA Chairman to the FPSC for holding an inquiry against
him for his alleged negligence in the oil crisis besides sending him on a three-month forced
leave. The authority has to take many important decisions including the fixation of provisional
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) price, approving revenue requirements of the Sui-Southern Gas
Company (SSGC) and Sui-Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL). At present, the regulatory
body is incomplete as the government has not been able to appoint member oil, while member
finance is dysfunctional and the authority is running day-to-day matters with only member gas. t
is pertinent to mention that to make any decision, the authority should have at least three
members which can take decisions related matters of the regulatory body. The government had
also suspended Pakistan State Oil (PSO) Deputy Managing Director Jahangir Ali Shah in
connection with the petrol crisis. He also obtained a stay order from Sindh High Court (SHC)
and has also been restored to his position. While all other officials, suspended in connection
with fuel crisis have not yet been restored by the government as they had not gone to the court
like others. According to sources, the Ministry of Petroleum is contemplating to appoint a new
managing director for PSO by April end. However, there is speculation that the government is
keen to give extension to the incumbent acting MD PSO Shahid Islam Butt who is looking after
the matters of state-run oil marketing company after Janjua was shown the door in wake of oil
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crisis.

ISLAMABAD: Even before the onset of the summer, the power shortfall is beginning to be
visible across the country, creating fears among the citizens that the intensity of the
loadshedding might remain the same as it was during the previous government. Though the
residents of the federal capital enjoyed no loadshedding during the visit of the Chinese
president recently, the heydays remained short-lived. “It was really bad today as there was
loadshedding after every 1-2 hours,” said Mukhtar Mohammad, a resident of G-8 sector.
Currently, all major cities in the country are facing between eight and 10 hours of loadshedding
but the rural areas are without power for more than 12 hours daily. “Due to the high demand,
the shortfall has reached around 3,000 megawatts,” said an official of the ministry of water and
power. “The generation remains at around 11,500 MW only because there is no supply from the
hydropower.”

However, there is no official data available because the government has decided not to release
power shortfall figures that used to be available on the websites of Wapda, the ministry of water
and power and the National Transmission and Dispatch Centre. Besides, the officials concerned
have also been directed by the government to refrain from leaking data on the electricity
shortfall to the media. In the meantime, the loadshedding has started affecting the residents as
the mercury is increasing and on Thursday touched 34 degrees centigrade in the federal capital.

Minister for Water and Power Khawaja Asif says maximum relief is being given to the
consumers in power tariff. Talking to the media persons in Islamabad today, he said electricity
generation has increased by 1,500 megawatt as compared to the last year. About the projects
being started in the power sector, the Minister for Water and Power said that projects of 8,370
megawatts have been signed with China and these projects will be implemented in all the
provinces. These projects will bring an investment of 20 billion dollars. He said the imported
LNG will be given to the five power plants which will enhance their efficiency. He said the
government has ensured zero load-shedding to the industrial sector in the last four months. He
said due to government's efforts line losses have decreased and circular debt is 70 billion
dollars lower as compared to the last year.

The provincial assembly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday passed a unanimous resolution
demanding of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources for the levy of Federal Excise
Duty on crude oil. The house also passed two more resolutions regarding payment of the
arrears and mark-up in head of net-profit to province and maximum increase in the share of the
province in Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP). The joint resolutions carrying the
signatures of Habig-ur-Rehman (JI), Abdul Monim Khan AJl, Syed Mohammad Ali Shah Bacha
(PPP), Mufti Said Janan (JUI-F), Shah Farman (PTI), Raja Faisal Zaman (PML-N), Ahmad Khan
Bahadar (ANP) and Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli of QWP were presented by Sikandar Hayat Sherpao
of QWP, Provincial Minister Mohammad Atif Khan and Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli. The Speaker, Asad
Qaiser, who was presiding over the proceedings of the house suspended the rules to allow the
movers to present the joint resolutions.

Though the resolution moved by the parliamentary leader of QWP, Sikandar Hayat Sherpao,
the house demanded of the Federal Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources to under
Article 161 (1) of the Constitution of Pakistan issue the notification of the levy of Federal Oil
Excise Duty on crude oil with immediate effect, so the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
include it in the formula of the prices of petroleum products after which the federal government
while following all other legal formalities should implement this clause of the constitution with
immediate effect. The assembly also demanded that under Article 158 of the Constitution of
Pakistan, the natural gas produced in the province should be provided on the discretion of the
government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, so it could be utilised it according to its priorities, which
would put the province on the track of progress and development. The resolution said that
instead of the handing over of 100MCF gas to Private Power Infrastructure Board (PPIB), it
should be handed to the provincial government to install thermal power plant and generate
800MW electricity and get the province rid of the power load shedding. The provincial assembly
also demanded that 14.82 percent of the imported LNG to the government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa accelerate the pace of development in the province.

The assembly also demanded of the federal government to issue immediate directives to Sui
Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL) to ensure the installation of gas meters, which is very
essential in Karak, Kohat and Hangu districts of the province. Through the second resolution,
the house diverted the attention of the federal government towards the unpaid amount in head
of the capped net-profit hydel profit, which also includes arrears in head of mark-up charged
due to the lack of payment. The assembly demanded the immediate payment of the concerned
amount, so it could make solid planning for the coming annual budget.

The assembly further demanded the provision of sovereign guarantee to make possible foreign
investment for initiating power projects in hydel and other sectors of the province. The house
further demanded that most of the feasibility studies of the hydel power projects in the province
had already been prepared, which should be included in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
to ensure the provision of cheap electricity in the country. Through the third resolution, the
assembly demanded of the federal government for making maximum increase in the share of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa under Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) and immediate
release of the outstanding 83 percent fund to enable the timely completion of these projects.
The assembly also demanded the declaration of the funds of PSDP projects non-lapsable, so
the province could not be affected.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Pervez Khattak is running out of patience
with the federal government over disinterest in resolving core issues of the province related to
the centre. He called a meeting of the parliamentary parties’ leaders in the assembly secretariat
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Dawn , April 24, 2015 on Thursday to vent his frustration and sought help from opposition in this regard. Speaker of
the provincial assembly Asad Qaisar and few ministers were also present in the meeting.

The chief minister briefed participants on wide-ranging issues of the province including
Pakistan-China Economic Corridor project, which has triggered a tug of war between the centre
and three small federating units. “The federal government hasn’t invited me for a single meeting
to discuss investment package offered by China,” he said. Khattak said like Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, other small provinces were not only ignored in important issues, but they were
also kept backward intentionally. “Time has come to take these issues seriously and secure
economic rights of the province,” he told the opposition.

Lamenting the lukewarm response of the centre, the chief minister said he had been discussing
21 points related with economic rights of the province with the federal government for the last
one and a half year, but the progress was zero. He said his government had serious
reservations over the Chinese investment package, delay in payment of net hydel profit,
unscheduled load shedding, gas royalty and slow pace of work on schemes being executed
under the federal government-funded Public Sector Development Programme. “The federal
government has allocated Rs88 billion for different projects in the province under the PSDP last
year and only Rs25 billion was released. The remaining amount had remained unspent and
subsequently lapsed,” he said.

Khattak said on the contrary, the provincial government was chided for not utilising annual
development programme. “Simply saying the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government is demanding
its legitimate rights including disbursement of billions of hydel profit dues, gas royalty and
uncapping of NHP in accordance with the Qazi formula,” he said. The chief minister said the
federal government had made firm commitment to increase capped amount from Rs6 billion to
Rs17 billion with 25 per cent raise every year. He said the money amount allocated for schemes
in the provincial ADP did not lapse and proposed schemes could be revised next year.

Khattak complained about frequent power outages in the province and warned that it could
create serious law and order problems for his government in the ongoing summer. He said the
centre had worked out formula for power distribution according to which Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
would receive 1300mw electricity. The chief minister said currently, the province’ was provided
only 850mw electricity and consumers were subjected to 16 to 18 hours loadshedding daily,
while the province’s own requirement was 2400mw electricity and it generated 3500mw. He
asked Wapda to dedicate eight new grid stations and overhaul transmission lines to ensure
smooth supply of electricity to the province. Khattak said Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had
ordered WAPDA to restrict loadshedding to six hours daily in urban areas and eight hours in
rural areas, but the latter didn’t follow the orders.

He said Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was exploring surplus gas and his government had requested to
the federal government to provide 100 million cubic feet gas from that share to the province for
generation of electricity, but that request had not been entertained. The chief minister said
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government had planned to generate cheap electricity from natural gas
that would be provided to industrial units. “That file has also stuck up in Islamabad,” he told
parliamentary leaders. Khattak said illegal gas connections in Karak District was causing Rs4
billion losses to the national exchequer annually, but the centre was not taking notice. He
alleged that WAPDA staff was involved in power theft which caused huge losses to the
government, but the federal government was blaming the provincial government for it.

China skirts territorial rows ISLAMABAD: China’s US$45 billion (S$60.6 billion) push into Pakistan is skirting one of the
in deals with Pakistan Indian subcontinent’s most dangerous flashpoints. The proposed 4,500-megawatt Diamer
Today,April 24, 2015 Bhasha hydropower plant would eliminate about half of Pakistan’s power shortfall and irrigate
millions of acres of parched farmland. While both the United States and China have promised to
help Pakistan court private investors for the dam, they have resisted putting up the cash
themselves.

Beijing’s reluctance shows that its push to finance infrastructure across Asia hardly amounts to
a blank cheque. It also keeps China away from a project in a disputed area that has triggered
three wars between Pakistan and India, and where tensions over shared waters are rising.
“China is doing a smart thing by putting money up for smaller projects with better returns,” said
New Delhi-based Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses associate fellow Priyanka Singh,
who has published papers on Diamer Bhasha. “China has done its calculations and concluded
that it doesn’t directly serve its interests.”

On a visit to Islamabad this week, Chinese President Xi Jinping picked a US$1.65 billion, 720-
megawatt hydropower plant in Karot, Pakistan, as the first project for his US$40 billion Silk
Road fund to build infrastructure in Asia. He made no mention of the Diamer Bhasha project,
whose cost has risen to more than US$12 billion since it was first proposed in 2001. China is
unlikely to fund Diamer Bhasha because it does not want to get involved in a water dispute
between India and Pakistan, said a senior Chinese water resources official, who declined to be
identified. Funding for the smaller project would show sufficient Chinese commitment to
Pakistan’s power sector, the official said.

Electricity projects account for about half of a proposed US$45 billion economic corridor
between the countries that would provide another route for China to export goods to Europe and
import oil from the Middle East. While some road and rail links run through disputed territory, the
dam is opposed by India. New Delhi and Islamabad have fought for almost seven decades for
control of Kashmir, nestled in the Himalayan foothills, the source of water for a quarter of the
world’s population.

Melting glaciers and poor water management are stoking a crisis that threatens to intensify
tensions between the nuclear-armed neighbours. “Water is front and centre to the Kashmir
conflict,” said Michael Kugelman, a South Asia expert from Woodrow Wilson International
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Center for Scholars. “As the stakes go up and water scarcity intensifies, both sides will be more
willing to take drastic measures to safeguard their strategic interests, which includes water
security.”

The 1960 Indus Water Treaty intended to defuse tensions by clearly delineating how India and
Pakistan would share the resource. It gave India rights to Sutlej, Ravi and Beas rivers, and the
Jhelum, Chenab and Indus — where the Diamer Bhasha dam is planned — to Pakistan. It also
prohibits India from storing water or diverting flows to deprive Pakistan. If water pressures
become extreme, New Delhi may violate the treaty to store water, Mr Kugelman said. In a worst-
case scenario, anti-India groups in Pakistan may use water as a pretext for launching a terror
strike on India. “If that happens, things on the subcontinent could get very ugly, very fast,” he
added.

Pakistan is one of the world’s most water-stressed nations, mostly due to mismanagement. It
loses about two-thirds of its available water because of the lack of transmission capacity or poor
irrigation techniques, said a study by Pakistan’s Nuclear Institute of Agriculture. Pakistan
typically gets half its annual rainfall in July and August, but is unable to store more than a 30-
day supply compared with the 1,000 days recommended for countries with a similar climate,
said the Asian Development Bank. “We need water for our future food security and power for
our future growth,” Mr Ahsan Igbal, Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms, said in an
interview on March 30. “It's a matter of life and death for the future of Pakistan’s economy.”

Islamabad sees Diamer Bhasha as an answer to many of its problems. If built, the hydroelectric
plant would boost the energy-starved nation’s power capacity by 20 per cent, enough for 41
million people. It could also store 8.1 million acre-feet of water and provide irrigation for 4 million
acres.Beyond territorial concerns, the size of the dam means Pakistan would need to pool
money from different institutions to make it a reality, said Mr Nadeem ul Haque, former deputy
chairman of Pakistan’s Planning Commission and an International Monetary Fund economist.
“It's a very big project and the world isn’t foolish enough to invest in it,” Mr Haque said. “China
will invest in those projects that will guarantee quick money and which it could execute itself.”
BLOOMBERG

LAHORE: Pakistan Paediatric Association (PPA) President Prof Dr Tahir Masood has said that
children in Pakistan are facing a variety of serious health issues which is evident from the fact
that one out of 11 kids does not survive his/her fifth birthday.He said most of the deaths were
taking place due to diarrhoea, pneumonia or vaccine-preventable diseases.Giving a briefing to
media at a local hotel on the occasion of World Immunisation Week on Wednesday, Prof
Masood lamented that Pakistan was on the top of three countries which were still reporting polio
cases.“The two other countries are Afghanistan and Nigeria and it is a disturbing fact that
Pakistan has reported so far 22 cases as compared to Afghanistan where only one polio case
has been confirmed in 2015,” he said.PPA Punjab President Dr Asif Kaleem Sheikh and Vice
President Dr Naeem Zafar also spoke on the occasion.Dr Tahir said awareness about
immunisation among the masses could play a significant role in reducing the number of deaths
every year. “Preventive measures in the form of national immunisation programmes are one of
the most successful and cost-effective health interventions which prevent two to three million
deaths among children every year.”

Rejecting claims of all the provinces particularly of Punjab about meeting the immunisation
coverage target in recent campaigns, he said the coverage status was still very low due to a
number of factors.Dr Asif said vaccination had helped stop the spread of many infectious
diseases such as smallpox, polio, measles, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), rubella
(German measles), mumps, tetanus, and Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib), that were once
common around the world.“We must realise the importance of vaccines as we can also combat
and reduce such infectious diseases in our part of the world through vaccination,” he added.Dr
Asif stressed legislation to ensure vaccination to every child. Under the proposed legislation the
government should initially issue provisional birth certificates. The original birth certificates
should be issued subject to the production of immunisation cards, he said.Dr Naeem said: “Most
adults don’t even realise they need to get vaccines. Too many adults get ill, disabled or die each
year from diseases like Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, cervical cancer, meningococcal, typhoid,
influenza and chicken pox that can easily be prevented by vaccines.”

ISLAMABAD: An inter-provincial forum on Wednesday approved a health insurance scheme
conceived in 2012 for the people living below the poverty line in the country. It will be
implemented initially in 23 districts of the country at a cost of Rs9 billion.People earning less
than Rs200 (or equivalent to US$2) per day, and registered with the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), will benefit from the Prime Minister's National Health Insurance Scheme,
according to the Central Development Working Party (CDWP), which approved the scheme,
under the chairmanship of the federal minister for planning and development, Ahsan
Igbal.CDWP is an inter-provincial forum where projects of national level are discussed and
approval is sought from all the provinces. Since the CDWP can approve projects costing up to
Rs1 billion, the Rs9 billion national health scheme has to be approved by the Executive
Committee of National Economic Council (Ecnec) on which the federal and provincial finance
ministers sit. But that is considered only a formality

KASUR: The non-availability of anti-rabies vaccine at the Rural Health Centre in Allahabad
claimed the life of a retired schoolteacher while his son is struggling for survival.Haji
Muhammad Baloch of Bhagiwal Tibba village said his father Nazir Ahmed and brother Abdul
Razzaq, 35, had been bitten by a stray dog on April 1. He said the staff at the RHC in Allahabad
refused to provide treatment because of the shortage of the anti-rabies vaccine.He said the
victims were taken to a faith healer before being admitted to THQ in Chunian where they were
administered 14 injections each in as many days.Baloch said his father died three days after the
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completion of the anti-rabies course. He alleged that the anti-rabies vaccine was not
genuine.He said he shifted his brother Razzaq to a hospital in Lahore where doctors revised the
anti-rabies vaccine as they said the patient was still infected with rabies. He said each injection
cost the family Rs7,000. EDO (Health) Dr Abdul Shakoor said that it was the responsibility of
the administration of the Allahabad RHC to manage the anti-rabies vaccine. He said that
officials found negligent in an inquiry would be taken to task.DCO Adnan Arshad Aulakh refused
to comment and said he would hold a meeting with health officials.

Health delivery system KARACHI: Highlighting major gaps in the provincial health delivery system, speakers at a
flawed, say activists programme held on Wednesday urged the government to make health facilities functional by
Daily Dawn, April 23,2015 ensuring the presence of adequate medical staff, equipment and medicines at their respective
centres.Health and population welfare departments, they pointed out, should be integrated and
basic health units (BHUs) should also offer family planning services.The round table dialogue
between policy makers and community activists on family planning and reproductive health was
organised by the Strengthening Participatory Organisation (SPO), a rights-based NGO at a local
hotel.Sharing his experiences while working on a two-year reproductive health project that has
recently concluded, Munawar Hussain Jokhio, part of the district health team posted in Gadap,
said that the absence of lady doctors at the town’s BHUs was a major obstacle in addressing
women’s health issues. The town, already lacking in water, gas and electricity supplies, is also
devoid of a functional government hospital.“Five BHUs located in three union councils, Gadap,
Songal and Darsano Channo, were selected for the project. Support teams were formed and
trained to go door-to-door and promote messages on reproductive health and family planning,”
he explained to the audience.

Most of the people the teams interacted with, Mr Jokhio said, were ignorant of the concept of
family planning whereas others that claimed to have heard of it took it as a method to stop
childbearing. Some even looked at family planning services as part of a Western agenda.“We
tried to remove these misconceptions and told the communities that family planning is meant to
plan a birth, according to one’s needs,” he said.Regarding the challenges the teams faced
during their work, he said that official apathy was very discouraging and efforts undertaken
during this project be continued in the future.The communities in Gadap Town, he said, were
still awaiting the reply of the 700 applications that they had submitted to the ombudsman office
regarding a shortage of medical staff and equipment at BHUs.Yasir Memon and Ali Nawaz
Lund, part of the project teams that worked in Mitiari and Tando Mohammad Khan respectively,
also gave presentations on their field work. The former noted that non-availability of
contraceptives was a major problem, hampering efforts to encourage family planning and
recommended that there should be a 24-hour operational health facility at taluka level in Sindh
to cater to medical emergencies, especially those relating to maternal health.

Mr Lund appreciated the People’s Primary Healthcare Initiative that, he said, had made BHUs
functional in Tando Mohammad Khan. Family planning centres were opened under the project
funded by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation while government officials, he said,
assured the allocation of an amount for family planning services in the next budget. He
recommended the provision of ambulance service at BHUs to transport patients with an
emergency to hospitals.Dr Tabinda Sarosh representing Shirkat Gah, an NGO working for
social justice, briefed the audience about the history of family planning services in Pakistan and
said that though these services were introduced in the mid-1960s, the country’s fertility rate was
higher as compared to Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka and central Asian countries like
Tajikistan.“Family planning is considered as a woman-centric issue, though it is equally
important to have men on board especially in our patriarchal society where decision makers are
men,” she said, adding that a 2012-2013 Pakistan Demographic Health Survey (PDHS) had
shown that one in five married women had an unmet need for family planning.Dr Sarosh
touched upon various aspects of reproductive health that included the subject of abortion which,
she said, was being increasingly used by married women in the country as a family planning
method. Sexually transmitted diseases like HIV/AIDS, an under-reported disease in Pakistan,
she pointed out, was also linked to reproductive health.

On the dynamics of poverty, she said that it had been feminised as studies had shown that
women especially adolescent girls were at the lowest level of deprivation. Reproductive health
of adolescent girls, she said, was totally missing from the health agenda.“The PDHS survey
shows that 35pc women are married by 18 years of age and that Sindh and Balochistan had the
highest number of such cases. Domestic violence is also rampant in our society and violence is
not just to beat someone physically; depriving a person from the right to choose is also
violence,” she said.Sindh, she said, was the first province to pass laws on early age marriages
and domestic violence but one could not see an implementation of these laws.Commenting on
governance, she said that devolution was good but along with bureaucracy the political system
should also be devolved. Devolution, she said, was not properly planned and the division
between the health and population welfare department was blocking efforts to encourage family
planning“The lady health visitors whose primary job was to take care of reproductive health
needs have now been engaged only to administer polio drops,” she remarked.Head of the Indus
Resource Centre Sadiga Salahuddin, regional head of SPO, Karachi, Ellahi Bakhsh and
registrar secretariat provincial ombudsman Sindh Masood Ishrat also spoke at the programme.

First DNA lab in Sindh KARACHI: The first-ever deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) laboratory in Sindh is set to be
opening today inaugurated on Thursday by Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah and the lab will help the
Daily Dawn, April 23,2015 provincial police and health authorities get the DNA tests done especially during emergency
situations, officials said on Wednesday.The forensic, toxicology and molecular biology lab for
DNA test was established at the Liaquat University of Medical and Health Sciences (LUMHS)
Jamshoro with the financial assistance of the Sindh government, the officials said.They said the
chief minister would inaugurate the lab formally at CM House on Thursday.They added that the
health department notified and authorised the lab on March 31 and it would be the first-ever lab
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at the LUMHS and in the province, which would help law enforcing agencies and the community
in identification in cases of unidentified bodies, sexual assault convicts, paternity disputes and
missing persons.They added that like the fingerprints that came into use by detectives and
police labs in 1930s, each person has a unique DNA fingerprint. Unlike the fingerprint at the
fingertips that can be altered by surgery, a DNA fingerprint is same in every cell, tissue and
organ of a person and it cannot be altered by any known treatment.Consequently, said the
officials, the DNA fingerprinting was rapidly becoming the primary method of identifying and
distinguishing among individual human beings.“Every living thing has a DNA,” said a health
department official.“Our lab can help in investigation by using biological specimen for forensic
DNA typing. Biological specimens include blood, semen, saliva, urine, hair, teeth, bone and
tissue,” he added.The provincial government expedited its plans to establish the lab after a
series of incidents in which dozens of bodies were burnt requiring DNA testing for their
handover to correct relatives.Before this lab, Sindh and other provinces would send their reports
to Islamabad for testing and waited for more than a month to get results. The officials said, now
the time of results would reduce to 15 days or even less.

KARACHI: Provincial health authorities on Wednesday confirmed the first case of Naegleria
fowleri, also known as ‘brain-eating amoeba’, of the current year and the subsequent death
caused by it in the city.The officials said a girl in her teens was the latest victim of the brain-
eating amoeba, the primary cause of amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM) in its victims.The 18-
year-old was admitted in a ‘critical’ condition to a private hospital last week and was put on the
ventilator of an intensive care unit, where she died on Monday. The authorities confirmed the
death on Wednesday.The victim lived in an affluent neighbourhood of Gulistan-i-Jauhar, said
the officials.“The resident of Gulistan-i-Jauhar was identified as Areeba, who died of Naegleria
after enduring the deadly disease for a day in a private hospital,” said a senior official while
speaking to Dawn.The officials said the deadly disease killed 14 people last year.

QUETTA: Hundreds of doctors working in government-run and private hospitals continued their
protest on Wednesday, boycotted OPD in all government and private-run hospitals for two
hours and staged protest demonstrations in front of hospitals against the kidnapping of Dr Amir
Bakhsh.Dr Amir Bakhsh was kidnapped last week from Sariab Road while he was going to his
office.Representatives of Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) and senior government officials
held talks, but the talks collapsed after government officials did not agree to demands presented
by doctors’ representatives.However, the government officials said they would make allout
efforts for immediate recovery of the kidnapped doctor.The doctors chanted slogans against the
government for having failed to stop incidents of kidnapping of doctors. They said that most of
the doctors kidnapped in the past had been released by kidnappers only after having been paid
heavy ransom money by families of the victims and this showed the government’s utter failure
to end this scourge for good.“Police and other law-enforcement agencies have completely failed
in recovering kidnapped doctors,” the speakers said.The doctors have been daily boycotting
OPDs of all government and private-run hospitals for two hours across the province since the
kidnapping of Dr Amir Bakhsh. They have warned the government of stopping ongoing measles
and polio campaigns across the province if their demands are not met.

PESHAWAR: Police used tear gas and batons and fired into the air to disperse the protesting
employees of various government departments and universities who blocked Peshawar’s main
Khyber Road for several hours causing massive traffic jams.The employees of government
departments and universities took to the road at 11:30am to mark their protest against the
government for not awarding them one-step upgradation. The road blockade continued till
3:00pm.The provincial government had allowed one-step upgradation to employees of different
cadres from grade-1 to 15 a few months ago. Since then, the leftover government employees
have been protesting on different forums in favour of their single demand to also upgrade their
scales.The protesters gathered under the Mufti Mehmud Flyover and then moved towards the
building of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly to stage a sit-in protest there. They were holding
banners and placards inscribed with slogans in favour of their upgradation and against the
government for not considering their case. They also chanted slogans against the government.

At one point the protesters tried to move towards the Chief Minister's House, but police
restricted them to the main gate of the assembly building. The police later resorted to firing in
the air and tear gas shelling when they realised that protesters were not opening the road.The
police also diverted traffic to Shami Road from Khyber Road, but it didn’t lessen the miseries of
motorists and commuters because of the great rush resulting from the four-hour blockade. Long
queues of vehicles were seen on the main and link roads of the city because of the blockade of
the central road.People were also seen marching on foot towards their destinations. However,
the elderly citizens, women and children have to face severe problems because of the worst
traffic jam.One of the residents whose car was stuck in the rush said that the sit-in culture was
introduced by PTI and now its government had been facing a similar situation in its own
backyard. Of late, the sit-in protests by different government employees and other people have
become very common on the Khyber Road in front of the assembly building, resulting in
frequent traffic jams in the city.

The Pakistani government has made a symbolic move in support of solar energy — and its
strong ties to China -- by installing a 1 MW PV array atop the country’s Parliament House. The
project was fully funded by the Chinese government and unveiled by Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Pakistani Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif on Tuesday. The 1 MW system
employing Yingli solar modules was fully financed by China. Chinese President Xi Jinping was
in Islamabad this week for the PV array's innauguration. News of the new installation comes
amidst reports that the Pakistani government is putting the brakes on further solar and wind
development.

The Pakistani Parliament House's new 1 MW PV system will generate some 1.6 million kilowatt-
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hours of electricity annually. The Pakistani government has made a symbolic move in support of
solar energy — and its strong ties to China -- by installing a 1 MW PV array atop the country’s
Parliament House. The project was fully funded by the Chinese government and unveiled by
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Pakistani Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif on
Tuesday. The system, which employs multicrystalline Yingli Solar panels, is expected to
generate some 1.6 million kilowatt-hours of solar electricity annually. The government expects
to have the PV array completed by June. The installation will reduce the building's electricity
costs by an estimated PKR 28 million ($275,631) annually.

China Railway 17th Bureau Group is overseeing engineering, procurement and construction of
the project and Yingli will supply its YGE 60 Cell Series panels for the project. Yingli Chairman
and CEO Liansheng Miao said it was "an honor to contribute to these two countries' efforts to
strengthen their relationship, and this project is sure to help Yingli solidify its reputation and
intensify its development in the market."

With abundant solar radiation resources and a severe electricity shortage, there is huge
potential for solar energy in Pakistan, where the energy mix is currently dominated by oil and
gas. Pakistan's government introduced a feed-in-tariff scheme last year that applies to solar
power plants of between 1 MW and 100 MW capacity with varying rates in the north and south
of the country. The government also approved a net energy metering system, which allows
solar panel purchasers to sell the power they produce to the national grid, late last year.

Pakistan’s new Parliament House solar system is set to surpass the 450 kW PV installation atop
Israel's Knesset, which the country claimed was the largest PV system on any parliament
building in the world when it was unveiled last month. Unlike Pakistan's Chinese-funded array,
the much pricier $610,000 Knesset solar system was paid for by Israeli taxpayers and used JA
Solar JA PV modules. News of the new Parliament House installation comes amidst reports that
the Pakistani government is putting the brakes on further solar and wind development.
According to Pakistani newspaper The Express Tribune, the government appears to be shifting
its focus towards liquefied natural gas (LNG)-based power plants and initially halted new solar
and wind energy projects due to their high costs cmpared to conventional electricity production
projects.

President Xi Jinping visited Pakistan on April 20, his first overseas trip this year and the first
time a Chinese president has visited Pakistan in nine years. The two sides signed agreements
to launch a plan for energy and infrastructure in Pakistan worth US$46 billion. The plan will
cover the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which is a network of roads, railways and
pipelines that connect Gwadar Port in southern Pakistan to China's northwestern autonomous
region of Xinjiang.

Investment in energy is a major area of cooperation between the two sides and China will
export five nuclear reactor units worth about US$15 billion. Chen Fengyin, a director at the
China Institute of Contemporary International Relations, said that the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor is a trial project under Beijing's "Belt and Road" initiative. Chen noted that Pakistan is a
strategic pillar of China's outbound cooperation, and that its location is strategically important,
which is crucial to cooperation and development in South Asia. Chen said that infrastructure in
South and Southeast Asia lags behind other countries and that power shortages in Pakistan
could provide opportunities for China's electricity companies.

Pakistan lacks sufficient crude oil and natural gas reserves of its own and has to rely on imports
for up to 68% of its needs, Although it has an ample supply of water, wind and solar energy,
development has been slow. Meanwhile, there are serious electricity shortages and shortfalls in
electricity could reach 5 trillion kilowatt/hour in the summer, which not only affects power
supplies for industry but also for average households. In recent years, during peak season for
electricity in the summer, these shortages have led to several national blackouts.

The International Finance Corp (IFC) said on Wednesday it will invest USD 125 million (EUR
116m) in a Pakistani unit of China Three Gorges Corp to back a series of renewable energy
projects in the country. IFC, part of the World Bank Group, will take a 15% stake in China Three
Gorges South Asia Investment Ltd (CSAIL), which in turn will use the investment to support
hydro, solar and wind power projects in Pakistan. The Pakistani firm has already finalised a 50-
MW wind park and has six other renewable energy projects in its pipeline. Upon completion,
these plants will be generating more than 9,500 GWh of electricity per year and will increase
Pakistan’s renewable energy output by a third, IFC noted. CSAIL’s plan is to pour some USD 7
billion in the country’s power sector. “Power shortages hinder social and economic development
in Pakistan, despite the country's significant renewable energy potential,” said Dimitris
Tsitsiragos, IFC’s vice president for Global Client Services.

Minister of State for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali has said one thousand and seven
hundred megawatt electricity would be added to national grid by the 15 of next month. He was
addressing a public meeting on the occasion of inauguration of Grid station at Fatehpur in
district Layyah. The State Minister said the power will be supplied from Guddu power plant,
Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park and Nandipur projects. He said that the government had started work
on new projects of eight thousand and three hundred megawatts with the cooperation of China
to overcome prevailing energy crisis in the country. He said efforts are underway to produce
three thousand and six hundred megawatt electricity from LNG. The minister said that the prime
minister has reduced the price of electricity by four rupees per unit to provide relief to
consumers.

ISLAMABAD: The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) on Wednesday approved
Rs128 million project and recommended three other projects of Rs48 billion to the Executive
Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC). The CDWP meeting, chaired by
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Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reform Ahsan Igbal, discussed six public
sector development projects. The meeting referred two energy projects to ECNEC, including the
import of electricity from Central Asia under the CASA-1000 project and establishment of a coal-
based power plant in Karachi. The CASA-1000 project is to bring electricity from Tajikistan
through 500KV high density transmission system to Pakistan. The CASA-1000 interconnection
will transmit 1,300MW of surplus electricity from existing hydro-power resources in the Central
Asian countries (Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan) through Afghanistan to Pakistan. The total distance
of transmission line is 1,200km. Out of the 1,300MW of power being exported, 1,000MW will be
supplied to Pakistan while 300MW will be supplied to Afghanistan. The project costs Rs31.85bn
and PSDP allocation of 2014-15 is Rs4,000 million. It will be completed within three and a half
years. The project was approved by the board of World Bank in March 2014.

The other energy project referred to ECNEC was establishment of 1,320MW imported coal-
based power plant at Bin Qasim near Karachi. The project envisages transportation of power
produced at the plant to upcountry load centres by construction of 500KV transmission line of
180km from the proposed plant at Bin Qasim to Matiari. The project costs Rs13.66bn and the
PSDP allocation for 2014-15 is Rs200 million. It is scheduled to be completed in four years. A
health related project on the Expanded Programme on Immunisation was also referred to the
ECNEC. The CDWP also approved a Rs128m foreign funded project on water and livelihood.
The project will be executed by the Ministry of National Food Security and Research and relates
to glacier and snow pack dependent river basins of the Himalaya and Hindukush Region. On
the occasion, the federal minister said that development projects reflect government’s priority to
energy sector through knowledge initiative.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has not reached any of the Education for All goals set in 2000 with
measurable targets, but made significant progress in closing the gender gap, particularly in the
early years after 2000. When the goals were set, there were 68 girls enrolled for 100 boys in
Pakistan. By 2007, there were 83 girls but this only increased to 87 by 2012. The figures make
part of the key findings of the 2015 EFA Global Monitoring Report (GMR) ‘Education for All
2000-2015: Achievements and Challenges’, produced by Unesco which has tracked progress
on these goals for the past 15 years. The report was launched on Wednesday at ILO Auditorium
in the presence of the Minister of State for Education, Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Trainings, along with educational institute experts and representatives. The report
says that in Pakistan, spending on education fell from 2.6 per cent of GNP to 2 per cent. It says
that Pakistan is far from reaching the goal of achieving universal primary education and
achieving a 50 per cent reduction in levels of adult illiteracy whereas less than half of
adolescents are enrolled in lower secondary education in the country.

The report says that just one third of countries have achieved all of the measurable Education
for All (EFA) goals set in 2000. Only half of all countries have achieved the most watched goal
of universal primary enrolment. An extra $22 billion a year is needed on top of already ambitious
government contributions in order to ensure we achieve the new education targets now being
set for the year 2030. Released one month before the World Education Forum in Incheon
(Republic of Korea), the report reveals 47 per cent of countries were able to reach the goal 1
(Expand early childhood care and education) and another eight per cent were close, including
Pakistan. Twenty per cent were very far from the goal. Yet, in 2012, nearly two-thirds more
children were enrolled in early childhood education than in 1999.

In goal 2 (Achieve universal primary education) 52 per cent achieved the goal; 10 per cent are
close and the remaining 38 per cent are far or very far from achieving it, including Pakistan. This
leaves almost 100 million children not completing primary education in 2015. Assessment of
goal 3 shows that 46 per cent of countries reached universal lower secondary enrolment. Less
than half of adolescents are enrolled in lower secondary education in Pakistan. Globally,
numbers in lower secondary education increased by 27 per cent. Only 25 per cent of countries
reached the goal of ‘Achieving a 50 per cent reduction in levels of adult illiteracy;, 32 per cent
remain very far from it, including Pakistan. While globally the percentage of illiterate adults fell
from 18 per cent in 2000 to 14 per cent in 2015.

In goal 5 (Achieve gender parity and equality), the report says that gender parity will be
achieved at the primary level in 69 per cent of countries by 2015. Pakistan will be far. At
secondary level, only 48 per cent of countries will reach the goal. Child marriage and early
pregnancy continue to hinder girls’ progress in education as does the need for teacher training
in gender sensitive approaches and curriculum reform. In goal 6 (Improve the quality of
education and ensure measurable learning outcomes for all), the numbers of pupils per teacher
decreased to 121 of 146 countries between 1990 and 2012 at the primary level, but 4 million
more teachers are still needed to get all children into school. Trained teachers remain in short
supply in one third of countries; in several sub-Saharan African countries, less than 50 percent
are trained. However, education quality has received increased attention since 2000. The report
says that since 2000, many governments significantly increased their spending on education: 38
countries increased their commitment to education by one percentage point or more of GNP. In
Pakistan, spending on education fell from 2.6 per cent of GNP to 2 per cent.

To complete Education for All agenda, the GMR suggested the governments to make at least
one year of pre-primary education compulsory and free for all. Policy makers should identify and
prioritize skills to be acquired by the end of each stage of schooling. Literacy policies should link
up with the needs of communities and teacher training should be improved to include gender-
focused strategies.For equity, governments, donors and civil society must develop programmes
and target funding to meet the needs of the most disadvantaged so no child is left behind and
future education targets for education must be specific, relevant and realistic. It also recomends
that the international community, in partnership with countries, must find the means to bridge
the US$22 billion annual finance gap for quality pre-primary and basic education for all by 2030.
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Speaking in her opening remarks at the launching ceremony, Director Programmes, ldara-e-
taleem-o-Agahi Baela Raza Jamil said that in spite of many efforts by the Government and civil
society to upgrade the education sector, the education indicators do not add up to a picture of a
glass half full. “To reverse this, it is imperative that partnerships between the government and
non-state actors are matched by coherence, upgraded norms of quality learning facilities, post
primary opportunities and above all progressively higher financing of education.”Director
UNESCO Vibeke Jensen concluded in her presentation of the GMR report by emphasizing the
need to focus on what needs to be done urgently to make sure we reach the goals as fast as
possible. She stressed that plans for achieving new goals will need to be set including ensuring
of the implementation of government commitment to raise the share for education from 2 per
cent to 4 per cent of GDP. Minister of State for Ministry of Federal Education and Professional
Training Baligh-ur-Rehman said the EFA GMR publication was immense important for policy
makers, educationists and civil society that will help in identifying key lessons and
recommendations for improving the education.

He said that it's unfortunate that millions of children are still out of school in Pakistan and that
most of the EFA Targets were not achieved. However he reaffirmed the government
commitment for improving the education and that steadily progress has going on in education
indicators. Referring to the Government national plan of action that was roll out in 2013, he said
it is a significant step towards improving the education with the help of all the Provinces and
Federal Units.He also mentioned that modalities for Malala Fund in collaboration with UNESCO
have been devised in 2013-14 and 2014-2015 which will help improve the EFA target regarding
the gender parity. He said that the Government National education assessment conducted by
National educational system is also an important step in moving forward to address key
education gaps.

TR E T TV @ o (o[- R (Ml ISLAMABAD: The 900 MW solar project in Pakistan with the Chinese investment of US $1.5
add in national grid on Billion by Zonergy Company Limited will put its first 50 MW into the national grid by August 14,
August 14 2015, and an additional of 250 MW by the end of December 2015, thereafter every month 100

Pakistan Observer, April 23, 2015

MW will be added to the national grid. This was stated by President Zonergy (China), Yu Yong
while briefing the media persons about the largest solar power project (900 MW) launched at
Quaid-i-Azam Solar Park Bahawalpur in the province of Punjab. Mr.Yu Yong appreciated the
Federal government and Provincial government of Punjab for their cooperation and facilitation in
the establishment of solar park in the province. Najeeb Sadiq Director Zonergy, Tommy Tang
Director General International Business department of the company, Katy Zhao and Fang Lei
were also present on the occasion. The Largest Solar Power Project of the world has been
launched in Pakistan by Zonergy Company Limited, he added.He said that the 900 MW solar
project was being developed in three phases and expected to connect with the national grid by
the mid of 2016. Yu Yong, President Zonergy said that this solar project would be completed
with the investment of US $1.5 Billion, which would be financed by Chinese financial institutions.

Mr. Yu Yong, said that first 50 MW would be put into the national grid by Middle of August 2015
adding that this project would also promote local economic development and improve people’s
livelihood. “At least 3300 job opportunities will be created directly”: Yu Yong, President Zonergy
said. This project, he said has great economic and political significance as it has been listed in
early harvest projects in China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Yu Yong, President
Zonergy further said that this project was so far the largest solar power project in the world. To a
question, he said that two technical schools of international standards would be established on
at Lahore for skill development of the local people especially in solar technology. He said that
Solar power generation has become a global focus because it is clean, renewable and safe
adding that Pakistan has remarkable sunshine and with this project new ear of solar power
generation would begin. The Pakistan government, he said intends to improve power shortage
through developing solar power projects, which are less expensive and can be operationalize
within short span of time.

Yu Yong said that this 900 MW project was located in QA solar Park in Bahawalpur of Punjab
with total area of 4500 acres. An annual amount of 1.271 billion KWh of electricity was expected
to be generated from this solar power station, which would greatly relieve the power shortage in
Punjab and neighboring areas he added. This project, he said would also promote local
economic development and improve people’s livelihood. “After all, 900 MW are connected to
national grid, 394,000 tons of standard coal will be saved and 826,000 tons of carbon dioxide
will be reduced every year”, he remarked. This solar power station, he further said would
become a “solar oasis” in CPEC and injected new energy for deepening China-Pakistan
friendship. It has been listed in early harvest projects under “China Pakistan Economic Corridor”
(CPEC) roadmap and considered as one of the key initiating projects in “One Road One Belt”
national development Plan.

Mr. Yu Yong, President Zonergy said that this project had great economic and political
significance as it has been listed in early harvest projects in CPEC. The investment and
construction of this global single largest solar power project, he said raised high level
requirements on capital, technology and management for Zonergy. “With comprehensive
management advantages and international projects development experiences, Zonergy is
confident to build this project to be an exemplary one in CPEC projects and a new highlight in
China-Pakistan friendship”, he said. Zonergy Company Limited, he said was a national level hi-
tech enterprise, and focused on providing integration services in renewable energies and
energy saving sectors. Zonergy’s business areas covers green cloud computing, solar PV,
biomass, energy saving, overseas agriculture and equity investment etc. Its global competitive
advantages are widely recognized in domestic and global society

Residents enjoy zero ISLAMABAD: Zero loadshedding of electricity was observed during the visit of Chinese
loadshedding president to Islamabad, enabling the residents to watch live coverage of the historical welcome
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and farewell Pakistan accorded to the visiting dignitary. “Since Monday, we have been glued to
television. | am overwhelmed, it is a great moment for the country, thanks IESCO for continuous
power supply,” said Abbas Murtaza, a shopkeeper in Aabpara Market. Many residents were
excited about the new power projects China has promised to start to pull out the nation from
darkness.

“Power shortage is the most crucial issue which has not only ruined the economy of the country
but also the quality of life of a common citizen. Thanks to Chinese government for promising
8,000 megawatts electricity,” said Adnan Ahmed, an employee of ministry of finance. He hoped
that all the projects would be completed in the coming five to ten years and the country would
get rid of blackouts.

It was the hope of new investment in power sector that made the residents happy, despite
facing inconvenience of roads closure due to VVIP movement. Many roads of the capital were
closed during the visit of Chinese delegation for security reasons. “Road closure is not a new
thing for us but this time the reason is genuine. China is our friend who has always supported
us and we don’t mind if all Islamabad is closed to provide security to distinguished guests,” said
Rab Nawaz, a resident of G-6 area which was largely closed due to its closeness to Red Zone.
The officials of electric supply company said that zero load shedding was observed to facilitate
the guests.

“Whenever power is shut off, there is a blackout for seconds until generators start working. We
directed the IESCO to halt outages to facilitate the visitors as well as general public,” an official
of Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) said. The IESCO spokesman said that ministry
of water and power asked IESCO to ensure uninterrupted power supply and his company
successfully implemented the orders. He said that load-shedding would restart as per schedule
from Tuesday evening after the departure of the guests. The load-shedding is being observed in
the jurisdiction of IESCO from six to nine hours daily, whereas unannounced blackouts are
routine in different parts of the capital. The officials term these blackouts technical fault;
interestingly no technical fault was reported during Chinese president’s visit.

The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) Wednesday announced to cut the
electricity price by at least Rs 4.42 per unit. The customers consuming as many as 50 units per
month would not be able to enjoy the price cut. According to NEPRA notification, the price cut is
the result of the fuel adjustment which was done in February. All the cities except Karachi would
get at least Rs 25 billion relief. The distribution companies have been directed to allocate the
price cut in the May billings. NEPRA authorities said for the first time record price cut had been
implemented due to reduction in prices of the furnace oil. In February, the distribution
companies were sold at least Rs 5.75 billion unit electricity.

ISLAMABAD: The total number of out-of-school children at primary level in the country has
dropped from 6.7 million in 2012-2013 to 6.2 million, says the Pakistan Education Statistics
Report 2013-2014 released on Tuesday. As per the report, the total number of out-of-school
children is 2.9 million in Punjab, 0.4 million in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P); 1.8 million in Sindh
and 0.54 million in Balochistan. The report for 2013-2014 is the second such report released
this year. Interestingly, the report for 2012-2013 was also released earlier this year. The latest
report was released after the Minister of State for Federal Education and Professional Training
Balighur Rehman stressed release of all such pending reports within the current year. He also
directed releasing the reports on an annual basis and in time. Though the report portrays a
dismal state of education in the country in general but there is some encouraging development.
“The change is visible because of the four-year National Plan of Action (NPA) launched in
2013,” said Nasir Amin, director general of the Academy of Educational Planning and
Management (AEPAM).

The Rs188 billion plan was aimed at ensuring enrollment of 5.1 million children between the
ages of five and nine. Out of the total 11.2 million male primary-school-age children in the
country, 2.6 million are out of school. Of the 2.6 million, about 53 per cent live in the Punjab. In
the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) 24,000 children are out of school, says the report.
Similarly, of the 10.4 million female primary-school-age children, 3.6 million are out of school.
About 43 per cent of the 3.6 million girls live in the Punjab. According to the report, of all the
primary-aged (5-9 years) children, 68 per cent are enrolled in schools. The highest net primary
enrolment recorded is 83 per cent in K-P followed by the ICT 71 per cent and the Punjab 70 per
cent. In Balochistan, the enrollment is slightly above 50 per cent, while in Sindh it is over 60 per
cent. The minister said that there were lots of good things happening in the education sector
and the media should shed some light on the positive developments too.

PESHAWAR: The issue of the proposed construction of Kalabagh Dam which has remained
controversial for many years has reached the Peshawar High Court. A constitutional petition
has been filed in the court seeking directives to be issued to the government to start work on the
dam and complete it within its stipulated time. Nadir Khan, a leader of All Pakistan Muslim
League (APML) in Charsadda who contested the 2013 general elections from NA-7, filed the
petition in the high court on Wednesday. He has made the Federation of Pakistan; secretary of
interior ministry; chief secretaries of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan; the
chairman and general manager of WAPDA as well as the Ministry of Water and Power
respondents through its secretary. In his petition, the political leader says he had moved an
application to the chief justice of PHC upon which he was directed to file a writ petition. The
project was initially approved by the World Bank in 1984, and its cost was estimated at $8
billion. The petition states that according to experts, Kalabagh Dam will store 8 million acre-feet
of water. The country is facing a serious shortage of electricity and through this project Pakistan
will be able to produce 3,600 megawatts of electricity. “By producing such a large quantity of
low-cost electricity, we will be able to earn $1.6 billion annually,” it reads.
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“The expenditure of Kalabagh Dam is $8 billion which will be recovered in the next five years.
Pakistan’s income through this dam will increase up to 15% as per survey reports,” the petition
states. It goes on to add that experts in the field have said the dam will irrigate millions of acres
of cultivable land in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Making further grounds, the political leader says he
and his co-villagers are facing electricity shortage in the ongoing summer season. “It is the
verdict of the Supreme Court that when some relief is given to any class, the same shall be
extended to other class.” The petition requested the court to direct the officials named in the
petition to begin work on the proposed dam and finish it within its stipulated period. The dam’s
proposed site on Indus River is Kalabagh area in Punjab’s Mianwali district. It has been a bone
of contention between the provinces for many years. In 2004, the then president Pervez
Musharraf announced he would construct Kalabagh Dam for the country’s best interest.
However, when the government of Pakistan Peoples Party came in power in 2008, former prime
minister Raja Parvez Ashraf announced the dam will not be constructed because of opposition
from K-P, Sindh and other stakeholders, and that it was no longer feasible.

QUETTA: An important meeting relating to polio eradication was held at the Quetta
Commissioner office here on Tuesday.The meeting was attended by Quetta Division Commis-
sioner Qamber Dashti, Emergency Operation Centre Coordinator Dr Syed Saifur Rehman and
top officer of anti-polio NGO Dr Aftab Kakar.The meeting discussed performance of health
workers and vaccinators involved in the ongoing anti-polio campaign across the province,
especially in areas which borders Afghanistan. The participants of the meeting decided to
personally visit all areas to monitor the polio campaign themselves to speed up the polio
campaign and to rid the province of the disease.They decided to visit all transit points near the
Afghan border and tribal areas to ensure that every child below the age of five was vaccinated
against the disease.There are 58 international, national, provincial and district permanent transit
points (PTP) in Balochistan.According to ECO, there are seven points with polio-affected
Afghanistan and polio-free Iran while 16 inter-provincial, 10 inter-district and 25 others points
within the province which are being covered under the campaign.“All those districts and tribal
areas of the Balochistan sharing border with other provinces where polio virus exists, we have
launched a war to eradicate this disease,” Dr Saifur Rehman said.The meeting decided to take
strict legal action against those officials and vaccinators who are found negligent in the
performance of this important task.“There will be zero tolerance because the issue is very
serious,” the meeting decided.

NAWABSHAH: As many as twenty five houses were reduced to ashes when a fire broke out
here in an area of Nawabshah district.According to details, a blaze erupted in Ghulam Rasool
Shah village here due to which several houses were gutted.Valuables worth lakhs of rupees
were destroyed and number of livestock including goats and buffaloes were also reportedly
killed in the blaze. The fire tenders, despite receiving timely information, reached late at the
scene of the fire.The affected people have demanded the area’s representative Faryal Talpur
and the district administration for financial assistance. - NN

PESHAWAR: To facilitate the motorists, National Highway Authority (NHA) would expand
automatic electronic toll collection system called e-toll system on all plazas of Motorways, an
official of National Highway Authority (NHA) told APP on Tuesday.Launched with the
collaboration of National Database Registration Authority (NADRA), in the first phase, e-toll
system was made available for motorists using Peshawar, Islamabad and Lahore toll plazas for
entry and exit.In second phase the e-toll collection facility had been extended to toll plazas at
Kala Shah Kaku, Mardan and Burhan.So far the facility has been made available on 15 toll
plazas of the motorway.These toll plazas include Fatehjang,Brahma Jhang Bahtar, Burhan,
Ghazi,Swabi and Rashakai interchanges on Peshawar-Islamabad Motorway, Balkasar,Kot
Abdul Malik,Kala Shah Kaku and Sheikhupura interchanges on Islamabad-Lahore Motorway
and Faisalabad Interchange on Pindi Bhattian-Faisalabad Motorway.In near future the NHA
would extend the system to all toll plazas located on Peshawar-Islamabad Motorway (M-1),
Islamabad-Lahore Motorway (M-2) and Pindi Bhattian-Faisalabad Motorway (M-3).Electronic
tags are available free of cost from Peshawar, Islamabad and Lahore Toll Plazas.

Those who want to purchase the chip are required to submit full particulars about their person
and the registration papers of the vehicle.The NHA staff posted at the plazas for selling the tag
registers all such details in their system and the motorists are issued the chips which they have
to install on the top or front of their vehicles.The computerized system of the NHA automatically
reads the chip when they pass through the toll plazas, letting them pass by lifting the bar and
giving an automatic green signal.The e-toll system deducts the toll amount electronically from
the bank accounts of the motorists.The e-toll system also has a fast tracking system installed
which detects wrong information givers.As such, in case there is no amount in the account of
the person concerned the NHA electronic system recognizes it and gives stop signal by flashing
the red light and not lifting the bar.The e-toll system saves time, spare motorists and
transporters from standing in long queues for obtaining entry cards and payment of toll and also
enable vehicles pass through toll plazas without stopping at the time of entry and exit on the
motorways. - APP

PESHAWAR: A new polio case surfaced on Tuesday after the Chief Minister's Polio Control
Cell in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa confirmed that an eight-month-old boy was diagnosed with the
deadly virus in Peshawar.The polio monitoring cell confirmed that eight-month-old boy named
Hazrat Ghani, resident of Sheikh Mohammadi area in Peshawar, was found affected with polio
virus, taking the total number of such cases detected this year to 22. This year nine polio cases
have been reported from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, six from Fata, four from Sindh and three from
Balochistan. Not a single case has so far been reported from Punjab and Gilgit-Baltistan in
2015.0ut of the nine cases registered in KP, five have been from the provincial capital,
Peshawar.The WHO announced recently that travel restrictions imposed on Pakistanis had
been extended for three months because Pakistan had been unable to stop transmission of the
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disease.

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Khawaja Asif says over Rs20 billion agreements had been
signed with the Chinese companies during the visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping. Talking to
the media here on Monday, he said time had come to fulfill the promise to remove darkness, as
over 8,000MW electricity will be produced under the accords. “The documents of agreements
will be exchanged in the presence of Chinese president,” he said, adding, “The visit of Chinese
president will change the economic map of Pakistan and a positive impact will be felt in the
entire region.”

About the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), he said it will prove to be game changer
as Pakistan’s dependence on the IMF and the World Bank will be over.Asif said yet another
milestone was crossed on Monday by the Pak-China friendship because it was unprecedented
in the 68-year history. “A new history is being written about cooperation in power and
development sectors.”He said the package which had assumed practical shape was the image
of the Chinese policies which will leave a positive impact on the region. It will prove to be a
binding force between China, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the region at large and ensure Chinese
access to warm waters.

ISLAMABAD/FAISALABAD: Electricity shortfall has reached 4,300MW across the country as
generation is about 9,900MW against the requirement of 14,200MW. According to media
reports, electricity load shedding has increased to 18 hours in rural areas across the country
with electricity consumption climbing up to around 14,200MW due to increasing temperatures.
Meanwhile, agitated citizen in Faisalabad staged a protest against load shedding on Sunday at
Sheikhupura Road. According to reports, hundreds of people from various villages
demonstrated against the power outages by blocking the road for traffic. The protesters also
burnt tyres and chanted slogans against the government. The locals were of the view that
people were facing extreme difficulties due to 12-15 hours of load shedding in their areas and
further demanded the government solve the problem as early as possible. The country is facing
energy crisis and masses often stage protests against hours-long power cuts. The PML-N
government has claimed to end power shortage up to the end of its tenure.

KARACHI: K-Electric has on Tuesday assured Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) that
there will be no load shedding on 23rd April, the day on which by-election is going to be held in
NA-246, Karachi, Dunya News reported. In a letter to ECP, K-Electric has given assurance that
uninterrupted supply of electricity will be ensured to NA-246 on the day of election. The letter
further stated that there will be no load shedding in the constituency from midnight on 23rd April
till 24th April morning and K-Electric teams will remain in the co++++++++++++++nstituency to
deal with any sort of emergency.

Petrol price is expected to be reduced by Rs 1.67 from May 1 while diesel price may fall by Rs
2.21 per litre from May 1. According to sources, price of high speed diesel is expected to reduce
by Rs 2.21 while high octane price will be reduced by Rs 7.20 per liter. Kerosene price is
expected to increase by Rs. 1.60 while Rs 2.35 increase is expected in the price of light diesel.
The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) will send the summary of price changes to the
ministry of petroleum at the end of this month. The new prices will be implemented after
approval from the petroleum ministry.

KARACHI: The Hub Power Company has signed a joint venture agreement (JVA) with China
Power International Holding Limited (CPIH), a wholly owned core enterprise of China Power
Investment Corporation, it is reliably learnt. The JVA was signed amid the presence of
honorable Prime Minister of Pakistan Mian Nawaz Sharif, honorable President of People’s
Republic of China Xi Jinping and the senior management of HUBCO and CPIH.By virtue of this
agreement, the Company and CPIH will jointly develop an imported coal-fired power plant,
based on the upfront tariff announced by the Government of Pakistan, along with an ancillary
coal jetty at the Company’s existing site at Hub, Balochistan. This Project would contribute
towards alleviating the current energy crisis prevalent in Pakistan. Feasibility study, along with
the Field Investigation and Geo-Technical Investigation for plant and the jetty has been carried
out. This is the first time Field Investigation and Geo-Technical Investigation have been carried
out for the Hub area. Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for the plant and the
jetty is also being conducted.

The Hub site has many brownfield advantages — secured & fenced land, existing infrastructure
(roads, colony etc.), access to Arabian Sea for direct import of coal, existing helipad, etc. —
making it an ideal location for power plant development. The coal-based Brownfield project at
Hub is being developed on a fast-track basis. HUBCO is the country’s first and the largest
Independent Power Producer (IPP) and stands as one of the most efficient thermal power
plants in the country. HUBCO is also the first IPP to go into expansion and has set up the
country’s first hydel IPP. With the combined power generation capacity of over 1600MW, the
company and its subsidiary provide approximately 10% of country’s electricity demand. HUBCO
is an environmentally conscious company. Our environmental strategy focuses on business
growth while reducing our environmental impacts.

RAWALPINDI: The police searching for a stolen newborn baby have seen a video footage of
the woman who is suspected of stealing him from the Military Hospital (MH) on Friday.However,
a police official said the hospital administration had so far not allowed them to question the staff
members who were on duty when the newborn was stolen from the gynecology ward.The close-
circuit television (CCTV) footage preserved by the hospital administration shows the suspected
woman wandering in the gynecology ward. The police said the woman remained in the hospital
for several hours but none of the security guards or nursing staff asked her about the purpose of
her visit to the hospital.The police said in the CCTV footage the well-built woman, wearing
printed shalwar kameez with a black shawl wrapped around her body and holding a file, is
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shown wandering around the newborn’s mother in the gynecology ward.However, the hospital
security cameras have no footage of the suspected woman taking away the baby.

Cybercrime bill threatens ISLAMABAD: International rights organisations, including Human Rights Watch, on Monday
free speech, privacy: rights

urged Pakistan’s parliament to reject a proposed cybercrime bill which they alleged threatened
freedom of expression and privacy.The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 2015 contains
gr‘?Ups . provisions that allow the government to censor content and criminalise net activity under what
Daily Dawn, April 21,2015 critics have described as overly broad criteria.The bill also permits government authorities
access to the data of internet users without any form of judicial review process, according to the
statement which was co-signed by non-governmental organisations Privacy International, Digital
Rights Foundation, Article 19, and others.“The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act bill neither
protects the public from legitimate online security concerns nor respects fundamental human
rights,” said Phelim Kine, HRW’s Asia division director.“In its present form, Pakistan’s
cybercrime prevention bill will instead institutionalise unacceptable violations of basic rights with
a thin veneer of legality.”The rights groups also expressed concern over a provision that allows
the government to share intelligence with foreign spy agencies, such as the United States’
National Security Agency, and the mandating of service providers to retain telephone and email
records for up to a year.One section authorises the blocking of content if the government
considers it “necessary in the interest of the glory of Islam or the integrity, security or defence of
Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or
morality”.Another section, entitled “spoofing”, appears to criminalise satire with a three-year jail
sentence.

Gul Bukhari, a Pakistani digital rights activist, said the wording of the bill in its present form was
too vague.“What is against the glory of Islam, what is against relations with foreign countries,
what is obscene, what is immoral? It is all up to a designated agency, not a court,” she said.
“This literally gives the government a free hand to be able to censor anything as it wants to.”She
added the bill potentially criminalised the use of virtual private networks (VPNs) which many
people used to circumvent a ban on YouTube that has been in place since 2012, as well as any
form of encryption software.Article 9 of the bill criminalises anyone who “prepares or
disseminates” any type of electronic communication with the intent to praise a person simply
“accused of a crime,” or to “advance religious, ethnic or sectarian hatred”.The National
Assembly’s Standing Committee on Information Technology and Telecommunication approved
the bill on April 16 and it now awaits consideration by the National Assembly and the
Senate.Minister of State for Information Technology Anusha Rehman Khan has defended the
bill as a means to prevent cybercrime, defend national security, and boost and protect
information technology, e-commerce, and e-payments systems.Free speech campaigners in the
country have long complained of creeping censorship in the name of protecting religion or
preventing obscenity.In November 2011, the telecommunications authority tried to ban nearly
1,700 “obscene” words from text messages, which included innocuous terms such as
“lotion’, athlete’s foot” and ‘idiot’.In 2010, Pakistan shut down Facebook for nearly two weeks
over its hosting of allegedly blasphemous pages. It continues to restrict thousands of online
links.

Sale of unhygienic drinks on ISLAMABAD: With the rise in mercury level, a sharp increase in sale of unhygienic and
rise substandard cold drinks has been wit_nesseq across the t\_Nin citi_es Islamabad and Rawalpindi.A
The Statesman, April 21,2015 large number of people were preferring fruit juices and ice lollies to reduce the effects of hot

¢ ’ weather.A number of vendors have appeared on the footpaths and alongside the major busy
roads of different cities of the country, posing serious threat to the health of people, especially
children.Shahid Raza a resident of G-9 said, many vendors are busy in selling substandard
drinks at low price, especially outside schools, bus and wagon stops and in various commercial
localities.Another citizen, Shabana observed that most of juice sellers are not observing any
hygiene standards while washing their utensils in which they serve the drinks to their
customers.These drinks are sometimes sold in reused bottles without cleaning them properly. -
APP

oY [T VAo T BT To (SR (oMl o] (o) (-Yesll LAHORE: The Punjab government is preparing a policy to protect and preserve underground
underground water water resource in the province.The policy would be aimed at ensuring most economic and
The Statesman, April 21,2015 efficient use of water resource, a senior official of Punjab Irrigation and Drainage Authority

! ’ (PIDA) said while talking to APP here.He said the government had sought proposals from water
experts for maintaining quality of underground water.Scientists of Irrigation Research Institute
will also be urged to send their research papers and practically viable recommendations in this
regard. The official said in order to check quality of underground water in Punjab, samples were
being taken from different places and their laboratory tests were being conducted for a scientific
analysis of impurities in the underground water. - APP

g CE g We CToETa {3 I R (X1 EYI[(-3 KARACHI: Sindh health department is not only committed to provide updated healthcare
early fundings and facilities to the masses but will also ensure that shortage of funds and qualified man-power at its

. . hospitals are also urgently addressed, said Sindh Secretary for Health, Ifikhar Ahmed Shallwani
!11an_power fo': its hospitals during his visit to Sindh Government Qatar Hospital, Orangi Town here. Observing a Robotic
in Sindh province Surgery at Sindh Government Qatar Hospital (SGQH), performed upon 45- year-old Shehryar
The Statesman, April 21,2015 Bano, under the supervision of Dr. Fateh Malik, here, the health secretary said provision of
Robotic Surgeries, a modern facility that are less painful with far less recovery time as
compared to conventional surgeries in a government hospital that too in a locality inhabited by
low and middle income groups, was reflective of Sindh government's commitment to the cause
of resource-less sections of the society.Taking note of the report presented by the hospital's
medical superintendent, Dr. Syed Khalid Masood that separate funds were required for
procurement of accessories and maintenance of robotic surgery machine and that a robotic
surgery costs Rs 2 to 2.5 lakh per patient hence it is only used for patients in dire need for the
procedure, provincial health secretary assured to look into the issue.The SGQH superintendent
also informed the secretary that the SNE of the hospital has not been approved for last three
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years and there was also shortage of medical specialists and nursing staff.

Secretary Shallwani appreciated Dr. Syed Khalid Masood for his professionalism and sincerity
towards the cause of service to humanity and commended that despite resource constraints
robotic surgeries are being performed regularly since its installation at the hospital.Sindh
Secretary for Health said treating patients through this latest equipment in this area shows the
sincerity of superintendent of the hospital and his team of surgeons, physicians, paramedics
and other staffers.Dr. Khalid Masood also informed the Secretary for Health that as many as
3500 patients visit SGQH's OPD on daily basis and are provided with best possible service.On
the occasion Sindh Secretary for Health also visited the dialysis centre of the hospital where
nearly 750 dialysis are performed, free of cost, every month.He also took round of SGQH's
Nursing School, its main medical store, surgical and medical ICUs, radiology department and
witnessed the functioning of CT Scan machine.During his visit to FCPS training centre and
other wards of the hospital he was informed about the working of these sections. - APP

KARACHI: Local and international rights groups have joined hands to speak out against the
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Bill 2015 (PEC) which is currently being assessed by the
National Assembly. Human Rights Watch, Digital Rights Foundation (DRF), Privacy
International (PI), Bytes for All and BoloBhi are among the signatories to a document drawing
attention to the inadequate protection of internet users in the new cyber-crime bill. Rights
groups believe that the lack of scrutiny of the bill by individual stakeholders and the private
sector prior to its being presented in the NA undermines the democratic process. In addition,
rights groups are of the view that several provisions in the bill restrict freedom of expression and
impinge upon internet users’ right to privacy.In an extensive legal analysis of the PEC draft,
Privacy Inernational and the Digital Rights Foundation have proposed that “information-sharing
with foreign governments and entities should be regulated by specific laws and subject to
independent oversight”’.They have said that a clear legal regime which is compliant with
international law should govern data copied by the state.These two rights groups believe
mandatory retention of traffic data by service providers threatens users’ right to privacy and that
service providers should not be required to keep investigation or real-time collection and
recording of data secret. The power to obtain decrypted information also needs to be regulated,
they said.

ISLAMABAD : State Minister for Education, Training and Standards in Higher Education,
Baligh-ur-Rehman Tuesday said the country would soon be able to allocate four percent of GDP
to education sector.

ISLAMABAD: In dramatic circumstances, three public sector stakeholders of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) have ‘initialled’ a tripartite agreement to facilitate import of the commodity through
back-to-back guarantees amid resistance by their managements.This comes at a time when the
first encashment of $50 million guarantee becomes due in a couple of days because of failure of
the government side to arrange imported LNG in time for re-gasification and transmission into
the national network through the Engro terminal at Port Qasim.According to sources, LNG has
not been arranged so far and the Engro terminal has been processing nothing since April 16.
“Unless Engro waives its service charges in goodwill, it has to encash SSGCL’s guarantee on
April 21,” said an official. The sources said technical and legal teams of the Sui Southern Gas
Company Limited (SSGCL), Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) and Pakistan State
Oil (PSO) were kept in Islamabad for more than three days to enter into the ftripartite
agreement.The managements of SSGCL and SNGPL were reluctant to sign the agreement
handed over to them by the PSO and Interstate Gas Company Limited (ISGCL) because it put
all liabilities of failure in LNG supply on the gas utilities.“The officials of SSGCL and SNGPL
were virtually made hostage for almost three days and coerced into signing the agreement with
PSO for import and re-gasification of LNG,” said an official of the petroleum ministry.

Adding that the representatives of the two gas utilities were not ready to sign the agreement
without approval of their boards.“They were kept sitting late after midnight to pressurise them
into signing the agreement,” said a member of the board of directors of one of the companies,
adding that such signing without approval by the management and board was a violation of
provisions of the Companies Ordinance, articles of association, code of corporate governance
of public sector and rules and regulations of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority.“The
agreement will expose the companies to financial risk and the GoP being a major shareholder
will have to ultimately pick up the losses to benefit a particular party,” he said.The sources said
the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources had asked the managing directors of the three
companies on Monday to sign the agreement or get ready to go home. “One of the three MDs
has initialled the agreement and linked its signing with the approval of the board of directors,” an
insider said.On Friday last, SNGPL Managing Director Arif Hameed was called to sign the
tripartite agreement, but he refused to oblige without clearance from the board. He was told to
resign if he could not sign the agreement. Mr Hameed is reported to have left the company
without signing the deal.

A member of the SNGPL board told Dawn that Mr Hameed had been called back to the SNGPL
headquarters by the board of directors who assured him of their full support and advised him
not to resign or sign any agreement without first consulting the board.Under the previous LNG
supply agreement, it was explicitly committed in the minutes of board meetings of the SSGCL
and SNGPL that in case of failure to provide re-gasified LNG, the PSO would pay the penalty.
According to official sources, the PSO has so far failed to enter into a sale-purchase agreement
with Qatar Gas or any other supplier.Also, it was a collective responsibility of the PSO, ISGCL
and, indirectly, of Engro and Port Qasim that the channel for traffic of big ships was of the
required depth, said a member of the board of directors of a gas company.He said the primary
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question that should be investigated at the highest level was as to who had prepared the
request for proposal for terminal construction under which Engro had been selected as the
terminal operator and who had prepared and signed off the LNG supply agreement which put
the entire liability on gas companies, despite the fact that they were at the fag-end of the supply
chain.The board member said he had been told that the petroleum ministry had threatened to
remove not only the managing directors of SNGPL and SSGCL inducted a few months ago but
the entire boards of directors unless they fell in line.

Sindh hospitals face KARACHI: The health department has informed senior authorities in the Sindh government that
shortage of medicines availability of drugs is not more than 60 per cent in public hospitals and dispensaries of the
Daily Dawn, April 20,2015 province. The finance department’s slow release of funds and delay in the settlement of an
earlier procurement by audit authorities is the reason behind this alarming deficit, it emerged on
Friday.Officials said the shortage of medicines in hospitals in Sindh had been a problem since
the beginning of the current fiscal year, which, with just two months to go, affected the operation
of health facilities. As each quarter of the year inherited hardships, they multiplied instead of
being resolved.Officials said non-clearance of the bills of contractors and suppliers aggravated
the situation, and supplies of medicines started to run out, widening the gap of demand and
supply at the cost of precious lives hooked to hundreds of facilities of varied denominations.

The crisis emerged in the aftermath of the Sindh Public Procurement Regulatory Authority
(SPPRA) and Accountant General Sindh’s objections on the release of funds for the drugs
procured during the first quarter of the current fiscal year without following set procedures. This
forced the health department to furnish a summary to the chief minister requesting him to
exempt it from the procurement rules just this once as it did it out of emergency situation.In a
summary sent by the provincial health department to the chief minister, it said a Central
Procurement Committee (CPC) was constituted in the health department in February last year
through which all procurement of drugs, medicines and allied items would be done. The CPC
was reconstituted in April and initiated procurement procedure through centralised rate contract
but, officials claimed, due to time constraints in July and owing to the emergency the
department issued instructions to all health institutions, including the projects in Sindh to
procure the drugs, medicines, surgical sundries, disposable or consumables, X-ray films,
chemicals and other allied items, only against the first quarter budget of 2014-15 on the basis of
rates obtained in the tender of previous fiscal year by “observing all codal formalities under
2010 rules” to meet the urgent need.

All health procuring agencies in Sindh finalised their purchases and bills were submitted to the
Accountant General (AG), Sindh for payment. The audit authorities, however, objected that they
had certain provisions for ‘emergencies’, but not for ‘urgency’ and asked the health department
to seek a one-time exemption from the competent authority — the chief minister.Officials said
they sent the summary to the chief minister for approval for one-time exemption so that the
provincial health system may not suffer in its day-to-day operations.Till this summary is
approved by the chief minister, officials said, the problem would continue to persist and thus
affect each and every quarter of the current and future fiscal years.“We hope the matter would
be settled soon,” said an official adding that the stock of medicines had already ended in many
hospitals.Officials said major health facilities like Civil Hospital, Karachi and Sindh government
hospitals in Liaguatabad, Korangi, New Karachi, Saudabad, Ibrahim Haidery and Lyari General
Hospital were facing acute shortages in Karachi, while almost every district hospital in the rest
of Sindh suffered similar hardships.Sources said longstanding dues not cleared by the
government forced contractors to stop supplies, transferring the additional burden on patients to
spend from their pocket.

L =\ [ (VAT Toled [ [-IF-To [o [1i[e] sl LAHORE: The federal health ministry has “turned down” the provinces’ requests to introduce
(Lo =1 o It Ve R/ 1= o) - o =110 a- ] Rotavirus vaccine in the country to fight diarrhea among infants due to nation-wide inadequate
2017’ cold chain capacity and certain other challenges, saying it was not possible before 2017.The
Daily Dawn. Aoril 20.2015 Federal Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) Cell had received requests from Sindh,

y s AP ’ Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2013-14 to introduce the vaccine in the routine
immunisation programme.Now Punjab too has written to Ministry of National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordination (NHSRC), saying it was ready to bear the provincial share of co-
financing for introduction of Rotavirus vaccine in the province.Punjab government apprised the
ministry through its proposal that diarrhea was a leading cause of death among infants and the
disease burden under five-year old segment was increasing enormously.A senior official in the
Federal EPI Cell told Dawn on Sunday the proposals to introduce Rotavirus were not
practicable in the light of a “national assessment study” carried out in 2014, when the cell
received requests from the three provinces in this regard.He said the study had identified three
major factors due to which the addition of new vaccine in the EPI index was not possible. The
first and major problem was that the existing national level cold chain capacity was insufficient
to bear the burden of new vaccines. Secondly, the one-third of total equipment installed at the
federal, provincial, district and tehsil level to maintain the cold chain for preservation of the
vaccine had completed its prescribed 10 year life span.

Thirdly, he said, the equipment and other logistic resources available at provincial and district
health facilities were of various brands provided by more than one companies and the officials
and other staff deputed there were not fully trained to operate them.The study had strongly
recommended that the addition of more vaccines without enhancing the existing infrastructure
would risk health of the targeted children.The official further said the federal government had
already introduced new vaccines in the EPI programme, including pentavalent vaccine
(combination of different vaccines in one injection to combat five diseases) and pneumococcal
vaccine.“Now we are going to introduce Injectable Polio Vaccine (IPV) in Pakistan in July this
year”, he said, adding that the GAVI had given a node in this regard.The addition of another
new vaccine (Rotavirus) without upgrading the existing capacity of cold chain management
might create serious troubles, he said.The federal EPI cell had almost finalised a draft of the
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PC-I proposing that the capacity of the existing system should be enhanced first at all levels to
maintain required temperature and safety of the vaccines. It was also proposed in the PC-I that
the introduction of Rotavirus was not possible before 2017, he said.Minister of State for
NHSRC, Saira Afzal Tarar, told this reporter that the vaccine was much expensive and the
process to introduce it through out the country required at least two year.“Though it required at
least two years, the ministry could take a decision in this regard if all the provinces were ready
to share expenses by agreeing to fulfill their co-financing obligations”, the minister said.She said
the ministry was already battling some challenges, particularly the country-wide shortage of
vaccines as complaints regarding shortage of BCG and pneumococcal vaccines were being
received.However, she said, the ministry’s decision came at a time when the provinces pointed
out that the disease burden had increased enormously.

Many senior child physicians all over the country have been seeking Rotavirus vaccine addition
to the EPI index without any delay to prevent children’s deaths by diarrhea and other such
disorders. They had also given statistics to highlight the seriousness of the issue. “About 30-40
per cent of the severe diarrhea that leads to hospitalisation among less than one-year old
infants is caused by Rotavirus”, a senior physician of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Dr Masood
Sheikh, said.Given Pakistan’s annual birth cohort of 5.5 million, it was estimated that some
140,000 infants suffered from severe Rotavirus gastroenteritis every year with many dying from
dehydration, he said, quoting a recent study.Unfortunately, Dr Masood said the Rotavirus
vaccine was available in the market only in Pakistan.The Punjab government through a letter
also tried to sensitise the federal authorities about the issue, seeking immediate introduction of
Rotavirus vaccine in EPI index.“The studies have revealed that more than one third of diarrhea
cases are caused by Rotavirus”, the letter reads.lt also quoted experts who proposed Rotavirus
vaccine introduction could reduce the diarrhea death toll significantly in children. “The Provincial
EPI Steering Committee Punjab in its last meeting has recommended for introduction of this
vaccine in provincial EPI programme”, the letter says.It said the Punjab government supported
the introduction of Rotavirus virus vaccine through GAVI funding.“It is further assured that
Punjab was ready to bear the provincial share of co-financing for introduction of Rotavirus
vaccine in the province,” it adds.

BAHAWALPUR: The accounts of 5,000 pensioners have been shifted to the online system in
the district.Bahawalpur District Accounts Officer (DAO) Muzamil Ghauri said accounts of
another 13,000 pensioners were being made online and a team was working on it. He said the
government had made it mandatory the accounts of the new pensioners will be made online but
it was not binding on the old pensioners to use this system. He said it was the discretion of
pensioners whether they continued drawing their pension personally through the old procedure
with their passbooks from already prescribed bank branches or through their online accounts

PESHAWAR: The PML-N activists, who intend to contest the local government elections, face
embarrassment when they address public meetings in their respective areas and people start
shouting slogans against power loadshedding and ban on gas connections in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.Several PML-N candidates, belonging to various union councils, said that they
made preparations for the elections and were hopeful to win the polls but prolonged power
outages could cause upset for them.Talking to this correspondent, they said that the people of
different areas like Umeedabad, Bara Gate, Shaheen Colony and Chamkani were facing the
worst kind of loadshedding despite the fact that they were paying the monthly bills regularly.
Besides, they added, ban on gas connections was another problem because the issue was
related to the federal government.They said that voters in many areas were demanding
installation of power transformers but they were unable to resolve the issue because the
leadership of their party was not taking serious steps for the purpose.
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