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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Negative Impacts of
Climate Change :
‘Challenges Demand
Enhanced Cooperation At

International Level’
Daily Times, March 29, 2015

Fresh spell: Rains, floods

expected in K-P
Express Tribune, March 28, 2015

Alkhidmat Foundation
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Climate Change Federal Secretary Arif Ahmed Khan has said that
climate actions should be taken within the context of efforts to eradicate poverty and promote
sustainable development and urged the global community to ensure that the new global climate
agreement, which will be adopted at the Paris global climate conference in December 2015 and
implemented from 2020, is ambitious and viable. He urged the developed countries to take lead
in this regard in accordance with the principle and objectives of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Addressing at the three-day Economic Cooperation Organisation
(ECO) international conference on “Climate Change” held in Safranbolu (Turkey), Khan
highlighted, “We are at the crossroads and climate change is the defining issue of our times. It not
only posts risk to sustained economic growth and development but also intensifies existing
political, social, economic and security challenges. Besides, it poses additional stress on our
resources and serves as impediment to the whole spectrum of socio-economic development.”
Given the grave scenario of the negative impacts of climate change, the challenges posed by the
climate change demand enhanced cooperation among the international community through
collaborative efforts, the federal secretary stressed.

The three-day ECO conference, kicked on March 25 in Safranbolu, Turkey, was attended by top
key government and non-governmental representatives of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan Republic,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Arif
Ahmed Khan headed a Pakistani delegation at the ECO Safranbolu Ministerial Conference on
Climate Change, and shared Pakistan’s stance and action plans regarding climate change issues
and preparations for the upcoming COP21 conference. He added that developing countries,
however, face greater challenges of climate risks and impacts and protracting poverty
simultaneously. Talking about Pakistan’s contribution to global warming, he told the ECO
conference participants that Pakistan’s contribution in the overall global carbon emissions is very
little. Yet, Pakistan has been placed among top 10 countries ranked as the extremely vulnerable
countries by a host of scientific studies and climate change indices. “We are threatened in
multiple ways. Climate-induced drought, desertification, glacial-melt, sea level rise and recurrent
floods, are just to name a few,” Khan said.

The Safranbolu meeting on Climate Change aimed at advancing regional agenda for the 21st
global Conference of Parties (COP21) of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and focus on the necessary arrangements for active representation and
participation of the ECO in the COP21 to be held in Paris, France, late this year. The meeting
also discussed ways and means to establish cooperation framework with the UNFCCC,
Framework Plan of Action entitled “Preparation of a regional programme for implementation of the
Framework Plan of Action on Environment Cooperation and Global Warming for ECO member
states (2011-2020)". Highlighting current scenario of Pakistan’s glaciers, the federal secretary
said that Pakistan’s 5000 glaciers are in retreat and likely to cause water stress in Pakistan. “The
economic losses suffered during the floods of 2010 and 2011 surpassed $15 billion. The floods
again hit us this year causing tremendous damages to life and property,” he recounted and added
the “recurrence of such climate-induced disasters decelerates our efforts to reduce poverty,
enhance food security, improve healthcare, and improve access to energy”.

Nationally, Pakistan has developed a comprehensive policy and strategy to address climate
change at all levels and in all socio-economic sectors, particularly water, agriculture and energy,
Khan informed the global community. “Given our extreme vulnerability to climate change, the
adaptation remains country’s essential priority,” he stressed and added, “We have also adopted a
comprehensive approach on disaster risk reduction and management. Our mitigation efforts
cover energy as a high priority followed by transport, town planning, agriculture etc. We are
working to change the energy mix on the basis of our meagre resources to reduce carbon
emissions.” Talking about the ‘climate finance’, the federal secretary said that tackling climate
change calls for corresponding means of implementation in the developing countries. “The
magnitude of climate finance required in this regard is enormous. According to various estimates,
Pakistan alone will require an additional $10 billion annually to adapt to climate change impacts.
“Our mitigation requirements range from $18 billion in 2014/15 to $45 billion in 2050,” he said.
Enhanced action by developing countries requires enhanced and predictable means of
implementation. Securing and channelling such levels of climate finance in the developing world
is a major challenge. Hence, the operationalisation of Green Climate Fund is a step in right
direction. The pledges for initial capitalisation of Green Climate Fund are encouraging. But, these
are still far from the commitment of $100 billion a year as committed by the rich countries.

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) has issued warnings of
heavy rains across Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa on Saturday and Sunday. According to PDMA
spokesperson Latif Rehman, the department has received weather updates from the Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD). “Heavy rains and thunderstorm are expected in Malakand
Division, Hazara Division, Peshawar and Mardan,” he said. A hailstorm is also expected in some
parts of Hazara, Kohat and Peshawar, the spokesperson added. “District administrations are
requested to be on high alert to avoid any loss of lives and damage to property,” said Rehman.

“Moreover, we have informed people who live near rivers and mountainous areas about the
possibility of floods and landslides.” The spokesperson claimed the district offices of PDMA have
been asked to remain prepared to tackle any emergency

BAHAWALNAGAR: Alkhidmat Foundation with the collaboration of Rescue 1122 arranged a one
National z

Journalists
Forum




(22 GRS RESPONSE BULLETIY |

Apache@fbiz"
Service Provider

Provider of highly cost effective and highly customizable Business Automation
Solutions developed on open source Apache OFBiz™ ERP platform. Automate
your for small and medium size businesses and humanitarian organizations -
Elmst your pruduclml-f wllh our ERP Busmnss Solutions.

—_— -
. 3 . -.. "'..\I o - ‘I-\‘ ‘H._\_'l—
P o, P, T ~
e o “'?"\-..ﬁ i R "":‘q":h

= Deveinps customized ERP -
solutins using Apache OFBlz 3]

- Human Resource Management
- Accounting
- Asset Management

- Project Management
- Portal Development

¢:% ALHASAN SYSTEMS i i

S-:m‘m e A Hi-Tech Knowledge Management, Business Psychology Modeling, and Publishing Company

205-C 2nd Floor, Evacuee Trust Complex, F-5/1 Islamabad. 185-1st Floor. Deans Trade Cenler, Peshawar Canft: Peshawar
Landling; +92.51 282 0449 + 82 91,535 3347 E-maid: skimi@alhasan.com
Website: www.alhasan.com

National
Journalists
Forum

g ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v




(<12 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

Arranges Disaster
Management Training

Workshop
AKF News, March 28, 2015

Five Injured As Earthquake

Hits Batagram
Pakistan Today, March 27, 2015

Parts of Karachi Receive

Heavy Rain
GEO News, March 27 2015

Snow Place Like Home:
Naran Road To Be Cleared
By April 5
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Role of Community Elder in
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Japan Emergency NGO (JEN),
March 26, 2015

Mild Earthquake Jolts

Nawabshah
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day training workshop for its volunteers from Bahawalnagar District. More than 50 volunteers took
part in the workshop. Regional Station House Officer Rescue 1122 shared international first aid &
rescue tips and techniques with the trainees. The volunteers were taught how to cope with
dangerous situations such as accidents, fire-fighting, floods, earthquake and any kind of
emergency reactions. Mr. lkram ul Haq Subhani (General Secretary Al-Khidmat Foundation
Punjab) also present the presentation of how to effectively utilize time in any Disaster.

A 5.4-magnitude earthquake struck northwest Pakistan early Friday March 27, injuring at least
five people and causing minor damage. The quake hit 37 kilometres north-northeast of Mansehra
at a depth of 28.9 kilometres, the US Geological Survey said. It was followed by two aftershocks
with a magnitude of 3.2 and 4, the meteorological department said. The quake was also felt in
surrounding towns and districts, including the capital Islamabad and in parts of Azad Kashmir.

Zarif Ul Maani, a senior official in Batgram district, said that at least five people were injured and
taken to hospital. Two houses were also damaged, Maani said. Pakistan straddles part of the
boundary where the Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates meet, making the country susceptible to
earthquakes. It was hit by a 7.6-magnitude quake on October 8, 2005 that killed more than
73,000 people and left about 3.5 million homeless, mainly in Azad Kashmir. A 7.7-magnitude
earthquake devastated several areas in Balochistan province in September 2013, killing at least
370 people and leaving 100,000 homeless.

KARACHI: Several areas of Karachi on late Friday night received heavy rain, Geo News
reported. According to reports, heavy rain lashed Clifton, Old City Area, Saddar, Gulshan-e-Igbal,
North Karachi, New Karachi and other areas. The Met office had forecast heavy rain for coastal
areas of Sindh including Karachi and Makran from Friday night. The downpour will continue
intermittently till Monday. Rainwater inundated several thoroughfares in the city. Massive traffic
jam is also reported at Shahra-e-Faisal as rain hit the port city.

BALAKOT: A 15-kilometre-strip of Naran Road has been closed since the first snowfall in
December. However, it is likely to be reopened for traffic by April 5 to make way for expected
tourists and returning nomads. The area received about eight to 10 feet of snow in the last
season. “We have cleared about 7km of the road in Rajwal over the last few days and will be able
to make a jeep track by clearing the other strip of 8km by April 5, provided there is no more snow
or rain,” said NHA official Najeeb Khan. Khan who is supervising the clean-up, said NHA
machinery has cut five glaciers to make a jeep track as they had slipped towards the road.
“Cutting glaciers is a difficult task as it is time consuming, but the road has to be made available
for tourists and locals.” Commonly, Gujjar nomads move to low-lying areas in November and stay
there till March every year when NHA clears the route.

In short term emergency project where time is short and assistance is critical, a humanitarian
organization can rely upon community elder for SMART (Specific Measurable Attainable Relevant
and Time bound) implementation of the project, provided; that the community elder is sensibly
selected. Previous experience of the community elder with a community based organization
makes him/her more suitable person as he/she knows the know-how of community work.

JEN staffs being new in the district Muzaffargarh to assist flood affected people were curious of
implementing emergency project in a very short time. JEN staffs were lucky to come across some
dedicated community elders during needs assessment. One of them was Mr. Mithoo (Sweet
person in the local language). In their first contact with community, JEN staffs noticed some guts
in Mr. Mithoo such as volunteerism, dedication and previous experience with community based
organizations. Mr. Mithoo introduced JEN staff to the community. He facilitated a community
meeting for JEN. He well-understood JEN'’s selection criteria of beneficiaries and communicated
it to his native villagers in their local language Saraiki.

Mr. Mithoo guided JEN staffs to the affected people houses and helped register beneficiaries
according to selection criteria. He started to play a role of bridge between community and JEN.
He helped JEN staffs in token distribution and informing the beneficiaries of distribution schedule.
He came to distribution point with beneficiaries and facilitated them. He did not stop here and
arranged vehicle to take women and elderly beneficiaries along with their NFIs safely back to
their homes. Showing his sense of responsibility, he called JEN staff in the evening that all
beneficiaries from his village have safely reached to their homes. Eventually, it was raining when
beneficiaries from his village received non-food items. Mr. Mithoo called JEN staff on mobile “We
have safely reached our homes. Just opened non-food items and started using it. It is very cold
here and the quilts have no equal value for anything in this winter season. We are very happy and
pray for JEN staffs”.

Mr. Mithoo sometimes calls JEN staff in Islamabad on mobile phone even after the project
completion. He asks about well-being of JEN staffs and as usual offers his cooperation. JEN
staffs are sure that in case of any emergency in the same area again, Mr Mithoo will be using his
skills of coordination and volunteerism to support both organization and the beneficiaries. JEN
recommended Mr. Mithoo to the local district authorities who are providing support during
disasters.

NAWABSHAH: A low intensity earthquake jolted Nawabshah and its adjoining areas on early
Wednesday morning. According to Dunya News correspondent, a 3.4 magnitude earthquake
struck Nawabshah at around 2:10am. The epicentre of the quake is stated to be 30 kilometre
northwest of Nawabshah. The quake spread panic among people and they rushed out of their
homes and began praying. However, there are no immediate reports of casualties or damage.

Met office predicted more rain-thundershowers in the country from coming weekend, such
unusual rains may continue with intervals over upper parts of the country during next week. Met
office informed that an active weather system (westerly wave) is expected to enter Pakistan on
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PMD, March 25, 2015

Overall Food Security
Conditions Are Stable But
Concerns Remain In
Tharparkar District And

Northern Pakistan
GIWES, March 23, 2015

Saturday. Under the influence of this weather system, first spell of rain-thundershowers is
expected at scattered places of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, FATA, North Balochistan (Quetta, Zhob
divisions), Islamabad, Upper Punjab (Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha, Faisalabad
divisions), Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir on Saturday/Sunday. The other spell of rain-
thundershowers over the same areas of the country is predicted during the next week.

During these spells, rains may be accompanied by strong gusty winds and isolated heavy falls in
(Malakand, Mardan Peshawar, Hazara divisions), Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan during the period.
Heavy downpours may generate flash flooding in the local ravines of Upper KP (Malakand,
Hazara, Mardan, Peshawar divisions). Due to heavy rains, there is high probability of landslides
in the vulnerable areas of Upper KP (Malakand, Hazara divisions),Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir
during the period.

Overall, the food supply situation is stable following consecutive years of good harvests and
adequate levels of imports. However, in Tharparkar district (southeastern Sindh Province) and the
surrounding areas of Sindh province cereal production shortfalls, due to poor rains, for the
second consecutive year, coupled with losses of small animals, mostly sheep and goats following
a viral disease outbreak, have aggravated food insecurity and malnutrition of around 1.7 million
people (ACAPS Report January 2015). Furthermore, recurrent insecurity has negatively impacted
on food security in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), located in northern Pakistan.
According to the FATA Disaster Management Authority, as of December 2014, nearly half a
million people were temporarily displaced, including at least 365,000 children.

Information & Communication Technology

for Grossing Barriers

Landline; +92.51.282.0449/ +92.51.835.9288

Fax: +92.51.835.9287
' Email: connect@alhasan.com Website: www.alhasan.com
Solutions in Time. Nttp+//www.facebook.com/alhasan.com

‘ ALHASAN SYSTEMS PVT. LTD.

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. %
v



BEIN

w
>
e
Ly
]
=
S
-
&
2
L2
ec
oS

Jpd'gL g9z Appeam m/sajepdn jusoalyd aob ewpd/:dny ‘dy VINAC :921nog

uoiBay Jopiog yolep

[ uejspyife ] uejsiueybyy ¥l | 1Sd LEvviee sk
uejsiuebyy yosepn

Zv | uoibey ysny npuiy 89 | 1Sd 0z:01:50 4

yolep

8¢ uejsAybiAy 09 | lsdleveill uSC
apnjiubey J9yuaoidy | yydaqg jeso4 awi] uibuo ajeq

‘dM Jeddn ui seoeid
paJeyeos je pajoadxe S| WIoisIapunyl-uiey

S10Z ‘YdIe sLe
Kepsan)

(suoisiAlp
uepJe\ ‘lemeysad ‘eiezeH ‘puedele)
emyyuniyyed JagAyyf Jaddn ui seoeid

S10¢ Ya21ei ,0€

paje|os| je pajoadxa S| Jamoysiapunyi-uiey Aepuop
V1V ‘emyyuniysed JagAyy ui saoeid S10Z Yd1eiN ,62
paJajeos e pajoadxs si Jamoysiapunyi-uiey Aepung

‘(suoISIAIp ueple|y ‘lemeysad ‘elezeH
‘puesee) 4y soddn ‘] 4 ul seoeid
paJajeos je pajoadxa si spuim Aysnb yym
PajeIo0SSe Jamoysiapuny}-ulel ‘ISASMOoH
*Aunoo ay} jo sease suieid

S10¢ Ya21ei 82

ul pajoadxe si Jayieam AIp pue joy Ajuiepy Kepunjeg
*A1unoo a8y} jo sease uieid S1L0Z Y21e|N L2
ul payoadxa si Jayjeam Aip pue joy Ajuiep Keprig

*A1unoo ayj Jo
sued jsow ul pajoadxa si Jayyeam Aip Ajuiep

SL0Z yd21elN ,92
Aepsinyl

:s9yenbypes jsoje

‘Apadoud

ajeaud se |[am se 2lignd 0} abewep pue saAl| JOo SSO| Aue ploAB 0} sainseaw Alessadau
e} 0} pajsanbal Jaypny a1e Aay] "S}oulSIp aAl30adsal JIsy} Jo seale
a|gelau|nA uo snooy pue paje Ajlybiy uo aq 0} pajsanbai ale gy Ul suonessIuIWpPY JoulsIg

'SJ0M)SIp JamoT Jig pue Jaddn Jiq ‘1ems ‘puenejeiy
1eyoy| ‘Jemeysad ‘BIOYSMON ‘Uepiely ‘pegeloqqy ‘ueisiyoy
‘elyasue|\ JO Seale 9|gelauinA Ul Spooj} ysely ajesausb Aew ‘sawip} e sinodumop
Aneay poued sy} Buung *(GL0Z ‘UdIBIN JO UIEZ B UIgZ) Aepung g Aepinjes uo gy ul
pajoadxa si ‘sawi} e spuim Aisnb Ag paiuedwoooe sismoysiapuny) yym ulel peasds apipn

snoo |e1oadg

"Yoam Jxau ay} Buunp pajoipaid s| Aunod

Sy} JO Seale awes a8y} JOAO SISMOYsIapunyy
-ules jo |l@ds Jayjo 8yl ‘Aepung/Aepinies
uo'ylvd‘emuyuniyyed JagAyy jo  seoed
paJapeos je pajoadxs s slemoysiapunyl-uiel Jo
J1ads }si14 "¥@am xau Buunp A1unod sy} jo sped
Jaddn JoAO sjeaJBuUl Upm anupuod Aew sujed
lensnun yons ‘puayaam Buiwod wouy A1unod ayy
Ul s1Iemoysiapunyuies aiow pajolpald 89140 19
‘puaraapy Buiwoo

wouy Anunod ayy ul pajolpasd suley aiop

§10Z Y9IBN 10} OORNO JaY3eapm

Aepung/Aepinjes Bunnp gy 1eddn
JO seale 9|eJBUINA By} Ul SOpI|SpPUB| pue SUOISIAIP uepiel
pue eiezeH ‘pueyeje|y ul poojj ysely 196613 Aew sinodumop
AnaeaHy ‘Aepung/Aepinjeg Buunp (SuolsiAlp elezeH ‘lemeysad
uepiepy ‘pueejely) ul sjes AAeay poje|os! pue WIOISPUIM
Aq pealuedwoooe aq Aew uiey :9jepdn Jayjeapn jueoyiubis

*Anunod ayj jo

sped jsow Jano Buijieaald si Jie jejuaupuo) :uonenys aipdouis

Maly Jayjeap Ajeam

G102 9Z HOYVIN 4O Se d) “003d/VINAd A9 LHOd3Y SISATVNY NOLLYNLIS ATMIIM

¢

National
Journalists

Wo2015 www.alhasan.com

A

{

Forum

v



G10Z YoIB|N PISZ UO Pays!ind /pd HOGSHUONENIISATIEAS | 02-6-6/AUBN0IQ/S0Q/Maupd SOB Bwpd//-diy ‘Juswipedaq Uoneliqeyay Ypuis Jo JA09 Aq £/¢ # Hoday snjels uonipuog 1yBnoiq :901nog

£zo'L08'y LLE'LLS z5e'951 516981 ¥86'CLL o1 dn £1,07-21-1 wou podey
lse's ves'L e 1bS 199 lejoL
0 €Ll 34 (44 06 Jeysed'N
0 0 0 0 0 Iyea
0 zee 68 8el S04 oayoeyg
0 I52 Ly Lol 68 Joxuels|
lse's 961 9g VW 66 odig
0 965 £l 612 v9z N

pajeuldsep /payouaiqg/pajeal] |lejol uaip|iyo alewa
GLOZ ‘61 Y24e|\ Uo Se peaH ajjed GL0Z ‘Sl Yoie uo pajeal) suosiad jo "ON

AVMUVJUVHL NI A3.1VI¥L STVININVY ANV SNOS¥3d 40 'ON

ajep
o} dn g102-21
8¥8'ZS 0ge'LL 18'c 0 0S. 99v j442 (1142 - -] wouy Joday
0 5 0 3 0 9¥6°652
0 6 0 0 0 6L LY dexled’'N
0 0 0 0 0 999°01 lilyeag
0 3 0 0 0 986G oJyseyo
0 0 0 0 0 06€'vv joywejs|
0 0 0 0 0 9zs' Ly odig
0 0 0 0 0 786'G

Q3aLo344v
sbeg uoney pasy [19ppod paysuad Pajoayy [ejoL uaip|Iy9 osjeway slep SaAIAVA

L-aseyd ul papiaodd joljey Sjewiuy G102 ‘81 Y24e|\ uo palp suosiad jo "ON 40 'ON eynjel
AVNAVHUVHL NI A3HSIH3d STVININY ANV S3ILTVNSVYO NVINNH 40 "ON ANV d3.13344V S3ITINV4/SNOS¥3d 40 'ON
6102 ‘61 HOYVIN 40 SV SOILSILV.LS TVIONIAO¥d

BEINFORMED

(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

HANIS VINdd A8 140d3d NOILVNLIS NOILIANOD LHONOJA dVMIVdIVHL

A\ 4
v

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4

¢

National
Journalists
Forum



Z

=
2
o
=
=
mm

STOT ‘ p:£T Y24l uo paysiignd / jpd-uiodayuoneniisAjieastoz-€-6T/3y8noig/soog/mau/yd-sod-ewpd//:dny /vIANQd ‘Auswiiedag uonelljiqeyay ypuis 40 3009 Ag £€€ # 1oday snieis uonipuo) 1ydnouq :924nos

aseyd
ws

aseyd
ub

aseyd

pig

aseyd

puz

aseyd
ISL

(eseud
¥ ® € ._EN
4s) ul saljlwey
pajoaye ay} o}
papiroad
jeaym aai4

aouejeg

jo 'oN

1ejol

G10Z-¢-81 uo
painquisip/payl|
sbeq jeaym

§102-€-81 UO Sk JejJediey] ui uopnqguysig JedYM 9914 aseyd ;9

painquisip/pay]
snoinaid
sBeq jeaym

ajep o}
sanss|
sbeq
jeaym
jo
Jjwiad

822°2S. lejol

6€8'6ZL  99.°6ZL  LeL'9ZL v8v‘ozl 06,92  9¥6'652 6S€°LL 855°62¢ €€6°22L  69l°E Svv'60lL €L9'€ZL  €.6°62L
16802 16802 ¢€90¢ 20¥0¢ 9€90¢ v6L Ly LGl zLl'ge ¥09°02 969 099°8L 706'6L 16802
SizA4 €82°02 ¢.00¢ 8900¢ ¢.00¢ 999°0% 950'2 ¥SS°9¢ 1286°L Lev') 0S8'9L €€€°02 €€€°02
26.°2C 9€9'2Z 09802 70602 §1602 985°Gy L¥0'G 26¥'Se 1sv'ze e 20S°.L £26'2C €622
G61°2C S61°2e ¥€612 €612 €612 06E‘vy 14} ove'ey ve6°LT 0 0912 Geg'le S61°2e
€92°02 €902 ¢050¢ ¢050¢ ¢050¢ 9zs‘Ly 658°L 808°.¢ G¥S0C €9 L92°81L Gzl'oz €902
266°2C 2662 27244 699¢¢ 27X44 786°GY LEE'9 [44 %% 8.5°2C S9L 96791 €G°'G81 2662

uoneoo|y

lejoL
Jeyied'N
yeq
oiyseys
oidig
joqwe|s|

National
Journalists

¥ 2015 www.alhasan.com

A

{

¢

Forum

v



(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 10

SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

Security forces apprehend

five terrorists in Islamabad
Dunya News, March 29, 2015

32,347 arrested, 28,826
operations conducted

under NAP: report
The Express Tribune, March 28,
2015

Security forces foil terrorist
plot in Peshawar, recovers

6 suicide vests
Dunya News, March 28, 2015

‘Multi-pronged strategy
needed to end terrorism in

Pakistan’
Daily Times, March 28, 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢
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ISLAMABAD: At least five terrorists have been detained during a joint operation of intelligence
agencies, rangers and police in Islamabad today (Sunday), Dunya News reported. As per police
sources, huge cache of weapons and fake documents have also been confiscated from the
possession of the militants. Acting on a tip-off, security forces raided the area of Farash Town
and apprehended the terrorists, belong to Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and shifted
them to some unknown location for interrogation process.

ISLAMABAD: Law enforcement agencies have arrested 32,347 people on different charges in
28,826 operations conducted across the country since the launch of the National Action Plan
(NAP) aimed at ridding the country of terrorism. According to the PM House, based on
information from December 24, 2014 to March 25, 2015, the report submitted to Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif states that security agencies conducted 14,791 operations in Punjab, 5,517 in
Sindh, 6,461 in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), 84 in Balochistan, 405 in Islamabad, 1,394 in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), 83 in Gilgit-Baltiststan (GB) and 91 in Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA).

People arrested

The report states that under NAP, the security agencies arrested 32,347 people, including 2,798
from Punjab, 6,467 from Sindh, 18,619 from KP, 3,483 from Balochistan, 762 from Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT), nine from Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), 30 from G-B and 179 from
FATA. Moreover, 37 terrorists were killed during this period and those arrested included 727
hardcore terrorists. Also, during this period, 61 convicts have also been executed — 47 in Punjab,
11 in Sindh, one in K-P and two in AJK.

Loud speaker violations

Police also arrested 3,938 people on loud speaker violations including 3,214 in Punjab, 176 in
Sindh, 451 in KP, 3 in Balochistan and 94 in ICT.

Hate speech

In total, 887 cases have been registered for spreading hate speech and material. These included
707 in Punjab, 38 in Sindh, 83 in KP, 11 in Balochistan, one in ICT, 46 in AJK and one in GB. The
law enforcement agencies also arrested 918 people and sealed a total of 70 shops on these
charges.

Afghan refugees deported

18,855 Afghan refugees have been deported — 5,996 from K-P, 798 from Balochistan, 11,216
from AJK, one from Islamabad, two from Gilgit-Baltistan and 842 from FATA, whereas 354,672
have been registered.

Money laundering

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has registered 64 cases for money transfer through
Hawala Hundi, arrested 83 people and recovered Rs101.7 million.

Nine cases have also been registered on suspicious transactions while the agency also
registered 57 money laundering cases and arrested 50 people on the charges. The State Bank of
Pakistan also froze 120 accounts containing a total of Rs10.1 billion under the measures being
taken under NAP.

SIM verification

In total, 351 actionable calls were received on the anti-terror helpline 1717. Of these, 234 were
from Punjab, 31 from Sindh, 39 from K-P, 10 from Balochistan, two from AJK, 33 from ICT and
one each from GB and FATA. According to the report, around 2,237 intelligence-based
operations were also conducted during this period across Pakistan. Meanwhile, cellular service
providers, in cooperation with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA), have
so far verified total 59.47 million SIMs, 18,151,586 of which belong to Telenor, 17,430,895 to
Mobilink, 10,450,661 to Zong, 7,942,221 to Ufone and 5,490,911 to Warid.

PESHAWAR: The Intelligence agencies foiled a terrorism plot designed to wreak havoc in the
provincial capital on Friday. As many as 6 suicide jackets were recovered while in another raid 2
members of the banned outfit Lashkar-e-Islam were apprehended. According to sources, acting
on intelligence agencies reports of suicide bombers entering Peshawar and nearby areas, the
security forces conducted a raid in area of Bara Shlobar, Hayabatabad.During the course of
operation, 6 suicide jackets were recovered on site while in another operation conducted by
security forces, 2 terrorists, Mohammadullah alias Yousuf and Akram were apprehended. The
arrested terrorists belong to banned outfit, Lashkar-e-Islam.

KARACHI: The ongoing military operation in North Waziristan is in the right direction with
seemingly clear-cut policy to destroy militants’ bases to end terrorism throughout the country, but
it should be supported equally by political leadership with a comprehensive strategy.
The army is determined to clean up militancy in the country which will broadly well for the future
of the state but if the country might face unimaginable consequences if the operation fails to
generate it results. This was opined by Ahmed Rashid, renowned expert and journalist while
speaking on the topic of ‘Apparatus of Jihad: The State of Play’ at Habib University here on
Friday. The civil society, NGOs and media should be given access to the areas where operation
is continued for eliminating concerns of transparency in the whole drive because the previous
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record of the operation was not favourable for the state reputation. The present leadership of the
country—army and political— should develop a multi-pronged strategy that will be based on
social, economical and political basis to wipe out militancy throughout the country. Evidently,
there is a violent reaction erupted as a result of operation including on the grounds of sects which
hampers the entire process.

Even, the recent activism of the Law Enforcement Agencies (LAEs) in Karachi will not work if the
leadership does not devise on long-term plan to counter terrorism and militancy. There is a
greater need of reforms in the educational methodology and curriculum of religious seminaries
and schools as well. Besides, media and intelligentsia should play a crucial role for social
mobilization. The leadership should identify the breeding grounds of the militants such as Punjabi
Taliban and some groups active in Karachi though it will be difficult. He further added that
Pakistan should involve neighbouring countries to bring peace in the region because every
country knows its influence in the Afghanistan and its crucial role for the security of the region.
Our leadership has a very short time to settle down things to stable the state affairs on track
because the regional dynamics are going to be changed with the resolution of Nuclear issue of
Iran, and investment and economic growth might make their ways there instead of Pakistan.
Pakistan needs trading partners, foreign investment and technological transfer instead of allies
such as USA and Saudi Arabia.

PESHAWAR: The repatriation process of internally displaced people (IDPs) to North Waziristan
will begin on March 31, with a conditional agreement drafted by North Waziristan's political
administration and some tribal elders. The eight-page draft of agreement contains two parts: one
for the political administration and the other for IDPs to abide by after they return to their homes.
The agreements was drafted by the political administration but it is yet to be agreed up on. The
initial draft of the agreement obtained by DawnNews revealed that after IDPs return to North
Waziristan, they are to abide by the constitution of Pakistan, Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR)
and local customs and traditions at any cost. It further said that the IDPs are not to shelter or
protect enemies of Pakistan or allow their soil to be used by any foreigners or locals to destabilise
the country.

Furthermore, the draft stated that whoever is involved in supporting or helping banned
organisations will be captured and handed over to law enforcing agencies and that the locals will
not be allowed to let any banned outfit operate in their areas. The document also stated that
identifying and handing over miscreants to law enforcing agencies will be the responsibility of the
locals, other wise the local will be exiled and the property of miscreants will be sealed by law
enforcing agencies. The drafted agreement also suggests ban on heavy arms and the local will
be responsible to hand over the ammunition. On the other hand, some elders of North Waziristan
expressed strong reservations over the proposed agreement. Local Malik Nisar Khan told
DawnNews that the said agreement is harsh and the locals have conveyed their reservation to
those concerned.

"The authorities want us to define, identify and take action against miscreants," said Malik. "That
is the responsibility of the political administration, not our.” According to Fata Secretariat, the
registration process for IDPs is under way in Banu District and more that 1300 have been
registered so far. An official from the Fata Secretariat said that repatriation of North Waziristan's
IDPs will be completed in four phases. In the first phase, IDPs from Mir Ali's 29 villages will be
rehabilitated and each family will receive Rs. 25,000 through ATM cards and an additional 10,000
for transportation. According to the Fata Secretariat, more than 91,000 families were displaced
due to the Zarb-i-Azb operation.

LAHORE: The chief minister recently approved the purchase of three vehicles equipped with cell-
phone signal jamming technology for use in security convoys of VIPs/VVIPs. Of the three
vehicles, one each will be assigned with the security protocol of the president, prime minister, the
chief justice of Pakistan and the chief minister. Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif had approved the
purchase in a meeting held on February 25, according to a document available with The Express
Tribune. The approval comes in spite of a policy that purchase of vehicles by any department
would be undertaken only if a justification was available for it. The only exemptions were
ambulances for hospitals and school buses. The document carrying details of the meeting carries
no justification other than providing enhanced security to VVIPs/VIPs.

Punjab Police Spokesperson Nabila Ghazanfar said the vehicles used in the security cavalcade
for VIPs/VVIPs had become obsolete and there was an urgent need to procure new vehicles
equipped with the latest security gadgets and a jammer system. She said they had asked for
funds to procure nine jammers to be installed in three vehicles. The document states that the
Finance secretary was requested by the Inspector General of the Police (in the first week of
March) to allow advance payment of Rs195 million out of the Rs224.157 allocated for the vehicles
so that the procurement could take place on time. The government had earlier set aside funds for
the purpose in October 2013. However, the plan was shelved at that time. According to the
document, each vehicle would be equipped with three jammers, each worth Rs21.645 million.
The jammers will be capable of blocking cellular, satellite, very high frequency/ultra high
frequency and wireless internet signals.

Currently, the Punjab Police has six vehicles for security duties with the VVIPs. These were
purchased between 2005 and 2008. A senior police official said that none of the existing vehicles
were equipped with cell phone signal jamming technology. According to official records available
with The Express Tribune, the provincial government has spent Rs496.353 million between 2011
and 2013 on purchase of security equipment for the offices and residences of the prime minister,
the chief minister and the Punjab governor in the province. Of these, gadgets worth Rs82.3
million were installed at the various offices of the chief minister, Governor's House and the
Punjab Assembly. Another Rs12 million was spent on security equipment for the chief minister’s
residence in Jati Umra Raiwind after a secretariat was set up there. Equipment worth Rs11.5
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million was installed at former prime minister Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani’s residence in the Defence
Housing Authority and Rs7 million at the Governor's House when Sardar Latif Ahmed Khosa was
in office.

A bomb blast hit a police van in Karachi on Friday killing at least two policemen and wounding 14
other people. The blast occurred near Murghi Khana bus stop in Quaidabad area. The
explosives, which were planted on a motorcycle, detonated as a bus of the Sindh Police’s Special
Security Unit passed by, according to Station House Officer of Quaidabad Police Station.
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) spokesman Muhammad Khorasani claimed responsibility for
the attack. DIG-East Munir Sheikh told reporters at the crime scene that the bomb was remotely
detonated. Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS) personnel said that five kilogrammes of explosive
material were used in the blast. Around 50 police personnel were travelling in the vehicle at the
time of the explosion. Rescue and emergency teams were dispatched to the blast site, while the
victims were shifted to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre for medical treatment.

Two policemen later succumbed to their wounds while receiving treatment. “Two policemen were
killed and 14 other people including two civilians were injured when a bomb planted on a
motorbike was blown up as a police van was passing by,” Karachi police chief Ghulam Qadir
Thebo told reporters. He said the officers belonged to the Special Service Unit, an elite squad
that guards VIPs, and were on their way to guard Bilawal House, the residence of former
president Asif Ali Zardari. In-charge of the JPMC Accidents and Emergency Department, Dr
Seemi Jamali said that most of the victims had suffered ball-bearing and shrapnel injuries. Fear
and panic gripped the area following the blast which was heard far and wide. The explosion also
caused damage to other vehicles in its vicinity.

This is not the first attack on Police and Rangers personnel and officers in the Sindh capital as
many have lost lives in fight against militancy, targeted killing and sectarian violence in the past
as well. Grenades have been lobbed at police stations and vehicles. Karachi has been a cauldron
of ethnic and political tension for decades, where political parties have militant wings, gangs
make money through drug-trafficking, land grabbing and other forms of crime, and sectarian
violence. Targeted operations by Police and Rangers’ forces are ongoing in the city under a
directive issued by the federal government against criminals already identified by federal, military
and civilian agencies. Pakistan also faces Taliban insurgents and militants who have killed
thousands of civilians and security personnel since they began their fight against the government
in 2007.

BEWJING: China on Thursday vowed to deepen maritime security, anti-terrorism, security and
military cooperation with Pakistan to further strengthen their ‘all-weather’ strategic ties. The
“pledge” was made by Chinese Central Military Commission Vice Chairperson General Fan
Changlong during his meeting with Pakistan Navy Chief Muhammad Zakaullah in Beijing. Fan
said China hopes to enhance coordination and cooperation with Pakistan on regional security
affairs. “China is willing to deepen cooperation with Pakistan in anti-terrorism, maritime security
and military technology,” Fan said. China together with Pakistan will push for the construction of
the Pakistan-China Economic Corridor within the construct of China’s “Belt and Road” initiatives.
Zakaullah said that Pakistan will work with China to deepen logical cooperation between the two
armed forces.

Previously, the Pakistan naval chief said that Pakistan Navy and PLA Navy are strengthening
their existing maritime cooperation, keeping in mind the changing regional international scenarios.
Yesterday (Wednesday) Zakaullah met with Commander of the PLA (Navy) Admiral Wu Shengli
and said that the navies of Pakistan and China have been cooperating for decades. He said that
military cooperation between the two countries is extensive and it covers equipment, personnel
exchanges and joint exercises. Zakaullah said Pakistan strongly supports PLA Navy’s enhanced
role in the international arena.

HYDERABAD: Around 1,100 police constables, including 35 policewomen, completed their
training at the police training centre in Hyderabad, marked by a parade on Wednesday. Police
training DIG Dr Jameel Ahmed Khan said that they were making arrangements for counter-
terrorism training for the recruits. The DIG also acknowledged the financial problems being faced
by the recruits.

NEW YORK: Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to UN Maleeha Lodhi has said that Pakistan
was implementing a comprehensive the National Action Plan (NAP) to address complex and
imposing challenge of terrorism that involves police and security actions, building resilience in
local communities against radicalisation as well as political, social and financial measures.
Participating in the Security Council Open Debate on Children and Armed Conflict, She said that
the violence and attacks on children, particularly by non-state actors, were on the rise globally.
“Armed groups have committed barbaric acts of terror against children. But children are also
victims of brutal force in several situations of foreign occupation. We all saw on our television
screens what happened to the children of Gaza,” She said. She said that Pakistan joins the
international community in condemning these atrocities in the strongest terms. Referring to the
massacre of over a hundred and thirty school children in Pakistan’s city of Peshawar three
months ago, Maleeha said that the Peshawar school attack has strengthened the resolve of the
government and the people of Pakistan to combat terrorist violence and the groups that inflict
this.

“It has further reinforced our national consensus to defeat terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, she said. Pakistan envoy said that the school children across Pakistan stood in
solidarity with the victims and expressed an unshakable and collective resolve to confront
terrorists, adding that these children have been inspired by the power of Malala, Pakistan’s Nobel
Prize winner, who took a bullet in the head rather than submit to the terrorists’ dictates or agenda.
Maleeha also told the 15-member council that Pakistan has embarked upon an effective law
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enforcement campaign, including Zarb-e-Azab in its tribal area, to take out terrorists, dismantle
their networks and halt the flow of finances to them from inside and outside Pakistan. She said
that the priority areas were preventing the recruitment and indoctrination of children by extremist
and militant organisations as well as focusing on education to promote tolerance and harmony.

She added that key steps being taken this regard include registration and regulation of religious
seminaries, curbs on hate literature and material, and introduction of modern school curricula.
Emphasising the need for a collective response to keep the citizens and children safe from the
violent actions of armed groups, She said that even as Pakistan executes its campaign against
terrorists and acts to protect its children, sharing best practices and experience gained by
different countries would be of great help. In her concluding remarks, she said that Pakistan
wished to underscore that the legal parameters of the Council mandate must be respected and
the focus should remain on situations of armed conflict and those threatening international peace
and security.

PESHAWAR: Fighting for the control of what appears to be the last stronghold of Pakistani
militants in Tirah Valley has been intense as the military claims to have cleared two-thirds of what
could be the last leg of the large-scale operation across the seven tribal regions. The valley with
dense forests and dominating mountain features, stretching over roughly 1500 square kilometres,
has been serving as the last redoubt to many of the Pakistani militant groups and their foreign
allies pushed out from their previous sanctuaries in Pakistani tribal regions along the Afghan
border. “This is the last of the major battles we have fought against militants,” a senior security
official said. “And this has been the most intense as well,” he said, requesting he not be named
because he was not authorised to speak to the media.

In one battle that continued for three days for the control of a strategic ridge that overlooks the
plains of Peshawar and Afghanistan’s eastern Nangarhar province, Pakistani troops suffered one
of their heaviest casualties. Sixteen soldiers, including a major of the Pakistan Army, lost their
lives while dozen others sustained injuries, including two officers. Reinforcements were sent in
and the Kidney Ridge as the military calls it for its shape that had changed hands was recaptured.
Government officials say Operation Khyber-2, a sequel to Operation Khyber-One that saw the
military sweep through the plains of Bara in Khyber tribal region, would have a far-reaching effect
on security in Peshawar and beyond. “Tirah is the last major redoubt of the various Pakistani
militant groups,” a senior government official said. “You name them and they are there,” he said,
also requesting he should not be named because he was not allowed to speak to the media on
operational matters.

“From the newborn Daesh — the Pakistani branch of the so-called Islamic State, to Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan, to Lashkar-i-Islam to Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan Jamaatul Ahrar, all of them are
there, together with some of their foreign friends,” the official said. “About two thousand and five
hundred of them are fighting their last battle to retain the control of the valley,” the official said.
“The area is heavily mined and then they were controlling dominating features.” Thousands of
Pakistani troops, including units from the elite Special Services Group, backed up by jets had
mounted their last major offensive. Security and government officials say they have cleared two-
thirds of the valley, taking control in the process of some of the strategic mountains and passes,
including Madatal Kandao that connects with Afghanistan and had been used by militants and
narcotics smugglers to cross the border.

Hundreds of thousands of people had to leave the plains of Bara following Operation-One against
the banned Lashkar-i-Islam, a militant group led by a local ‘commander’, Mangal Bagh. The area
has since been cleared and in the first phase, repatriation of thousands of families has already
begun. Tirah straddles Tora Bora, the valley that served as the last sanctuary of Al Qaeda before
its leadership escaped into Pakistan’s tribal region following the American invasion of Afghanistan
in 2001. The Pakistan Army, that had stationed a small unit in the valley to help plug escape
routes, pulled out immediately afterwards. “It was difficult to sustain our presence their due to
logistic problems,” the security official said. Security officials say that after initial resistance,
militants were abandoning their positions and fleeing. The military says it has killed more than
three hundred in the battle for Tirah so far. Security officials, however, say the figure could be
much higher due to intense bombing by jets. “There is a sense of demoralisation within the ranks
and files,” said a security official, citing militant intercepts. “They are on the run.”

The TTP Jamaatul Ahrar commented on Wednesday that its two top leaders had tendered
resignations, describing the development a routine matter. Its spokesman, Ehsanullah Ehsan
assured its fighters the resignations by the group’s intelligence chief Abdul Wali aka Omar Khalid
Khurasani and emir, Maulana Qasim Khurasani, were not the result of any differences or sign of
any weakness. “Under the rules of the Jamaatul Ahrar, its central leaders are changed after every
six months,” he said in an email to media outlets. Jamaatul Ahrar was formed in August last
following differences between what was the TTP Mohmand led by Omar Khalid and the Fazlullah-
led TTP. The email from Ehsan said that Asad Afridi had been appointed as the interim emir of
the group and that the central shura would announce a new leader in the next few days. Pakistani
officials say most of the top militant leadership is hiding in the neighbouring districts of
Afghanistan. “We have been hearing that the Afghans would be launching complimentary
operations on the other side,” the government official said. “We’ll see what the Afghans do once
we push the militants out,” the official said.

PESHAWAR: The strategic Tirah Valley has been the scene of fierce fighting between the
Pakistani military and a potpourri of militants for nearly two weeks. The military claims to have
achieved ‘significant successes’ in the battle for Tirah. And security officials say Pakistan’s
indigenously-developed armed drone ‘Burrag’ has turned the tide against the militants in this
offensive. The remotely-piloted aircraft ‘Burraq’ and laser-guided missile ‘Burq’ were tested on
March 14, taking Pakistan a step closer to acquiring the technology it has long demanded from
the United States. However, senior security officials told Express News that much before ‘Burraq’
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was publicly showcased it had been tested in live combat against militants in the Tirah Valley.
The officials would not say how many targets have been taken out with the help of Burraq, but
they claimed that senior militant commanders, including those from Mangal Bagh’s Lashkar-e-
Islam (Lel) and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), were killed in Pakistani drone strikes.

According to dronewars.net, a website that provides information and comment on use of drones,
30 other countries have large military drones. Apart from its pure military usage, Burraq also has
valuable reconnaissance importance and Tirah has been a testing ground for it. “They have built
bunkers in the mountains covered by a wall which initially made it difficult for us to target,” one
security official said. “However, their movements were tracked and their hideouts destroyed with
the help of laser-guided missiles,” he added. On March 18, a gathering of militants was targeted
in a border village in Tirah which led some private TV channels to report that TTP chief Mullah
Fazlullah was also among those killed in the strike. Officially, Fazlullah’s death was not
confirmed, while the TTP denied the media report as propaganda. Giving details of the strike,
another security official said several militants had gathered in the village close to the Nizyan
district of eastern Afghan province of Nangarhar. “They were celebrating [something] and had
brought along three cows to slaughter,” another security official told Express News.

After a fierce battle that lasted well over a week, almost 109 militants were killed. But the victory
in sight has not come easy as the ridge connecting Pakistan and Afghanistan has been the scene
of bloody fighting. Though the militants have been mostly dislodged from the ridge, the Lel and
TTP are getting support from militant groups from other parts of the tribal belt as well as from
Afghanistan. The officials said the fleeing militants had strapped bombs to the abandoned bodies
of their comrades and security personnel killed in the fighting. Since these were ‘pressure
bombs’, a special team from the Corps of Engineers had to be called in to defuse them. While the
North Waziristan operation was thought to be the mother of all battles, the Tirah operation has
turned out to be more difficult than the military had anticipated. Three militant factions — Lel, TTP
and TTP Jamaatul Ahrar — have ganged up to put up a united front. On the first day of combat
there were over 200 fighters, but their numbers have multiplied since then. Analysts say peace in
the region now hinges on the outcome of the Tirah battle.

KARACHI: Heavy contingent of Rangers and police officials visited Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) headquarters, Nine-Zero and its adjacent areas and reviewed security there. The law
enforcement agencies visited the area following a letter by MQM office-bearers. Police officials
said MQM Nine-Zero office-bearers had written letter to police and Rangers on March 24 over
security concerns in the locality. It may be noted here that barriers and other hurdles were
removed from Nine-Zero and its adjoining areas after raid on MQM headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Tuesday claimed that the credit for commencing
the Karachi operation goes to the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government. The PM
went on to say that the security situation in Karachi is improving day by day. While addressing a
meeting of PML-N MNAS, he said that elimination of terrorism from the country is a must.
Regarding the energy crises, PM Nawaz said the PML-N government inherited the crises from
previous governments. He further said that despite the limited resources, the government is still
working towards resolving the crisis.

WASHINGTON: The Adviser to the National Command Authority Khalid Kidwai said Pakistan
needs short-range “tactical” nuclear weapons to deter arch-rival India,Associated Press
reported on Tuesday. “Having tactical weapons would make war less likely,” Kidwai said at a
conference on nuclear security organized by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in
Washington. Kidwai said nuclear deterrence had helped prevent war in South Asia. Pakistan’s
development of tactical weapons — in the form of the Nasr missile, which has a 60-kilometer
range — was, according to Kidwai, in response to concerns that India’s larger military could still
wage a conventional war against the country, thinking Pakistan would not risk retaliation with a
bigger nuclear weapon. Kidwai has led the administration of Pakistan’s nuclear and missile
weapons program for 15 years.

During the conference, Kidwai rejected concerns over the security of Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal,
insisting that adequate safeguards are in place to protect what analysts have described as the
world’s fastest-growing atomic arsenal. On the sidelines of the conference, former Indian special
envoy for disarmament and nonproliferation Rakesh Sood said it was “extremely destabilizing for
any country to develop tactical nuclear weapons” and that India has no plans to. He contended
that Pakistan’s nuclear doctrine is “cloaked in ambiguity” which undermines confidence between
the two countries. Pakistan’s development of smaller warheads built for use on battlefields, in
addition to longer-range weapons, has increased international concerns that they could get into
rogue hands because of the pervasive threat of militants in the country.

Pakistan and India have held on-off peace talks over the years but are involved in a nuclear and
missile arms race that shows no sign of abating. Neither side discloses the size of its arsenal. But
a recent report by the Council on Foreign Relations think tank estimated that Pakistan has
enough fissile material to produce between 110 and 120 nuclear weapons, and India enough for
90 to 110 weapons. Kidawai said given the strength of the rest of Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal, the
fear of “mutually assured destruction” of the South Asian rivals would ensure that “sanity
prevails.”

At the other end of Pakistan’s missile inventory is the Shaheen-Ill missile that it test-fired this
month. It has a range of 1,700 miles (2,750 kilometers), giving it the capability to reach every part
of India — but also potentially to reach into the Middle East, including Israel. Kidwai added that
Pakistan wanted a missile of that range because it suspected India was developing strategic
bases on its Andaman and Nicobar islands in the Bay of Bengal. He said the nuclear and missile
program was “India-specific” and not aimed at other countries.
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: The agreement signed with Qatar for the import of liquefied natural gas is silent
on the price of LNG, the quantity to be supplied, as well as the date of expiry.According to a
copy of the agreement, available with DawnNews, Qatar can cancel the agreement any time
after serving a 90-day notice.The agreement has laid down no uniform price for LNG
consignments to be shipped from Qatar to Pakistan. The prices will vary for different
consignments and are to be specified through a confirmation notice. Surprisingly, this
agreement is similar to spot purchasing instead of a state-to-state deal. The deal will become
ineffective in case of a war that lasts 30 days, floods, civil disobedience or natural calamity
faced by either country.The Managing Director of Pakistan State Oil, Shahid Islam, and the
CEO of Qatar Gas Operating Company, Khalid bin Khalifa al Thani, signed the agreement.A
senior official of the petroleum ministry said the accord comprised strict conditions ostensibly
due to the poor financial health of PSO.

The “master agreement” shall become effective upon the date of its execution by the parties and
shall remain in full force and effect until terminated by either party. Either party may terminate
the deal by giving to the other party no less than 90 days notice. If a confirmation notice has
been executed by the parties and not fully performed, termination shall only be effective once all
obligations set forth in such confirmation notice and in the master agreement are met. “The
parties may from time to time, by executing a confirmation notice in the form set forth, agree
upon the sale and purchase of LNG upon the terms and condition set out in this Master
Agreement and the further terms set out in such confirmation notice,” the agreement
reads.Pakistan shall make payment for LNG before the tenth day after completion of the loading
process.

If either party fails to pay an amount due under any invoice, default interest shall be paid at a
rate of two per cent per annum above the base interest rate.The contract price (in US$/MMBTU)
of LNG sold and purchased under this agreement shall be the price specified in or determined in
accordance with the confirmation notice.Any disputes, controversy or claim arising out of or in
relation to the deal, or the breach, which cannot be resolved by discussion in good faith
between the parties within 60 days of the party giving notice of such disputes shall be settled by
arbitration under the UNCITRAL (United Nations Commission on International Trade Law) Rules
of arbitration in force on the date of the dispute.

KARACHI: The World Bank (WB), against government's forecast believes that the load
shedding in Pakistan would not be ended by 2018 while the bank is discussing second
development policy credit of $500 million with Pakistan. On the other day, during the live Face
book discussion on the issue of load shedding in Pakistan, Richard Spencer, who leads WB’s
support to Pakistan’s energy sector, replying to general queries said, “Government forecasts
suggest that the gap between supply and demand will be closed by 2018 or so. | believe it may
take longer than that, because as economic growth picks up, so will demand and as you know
demand growth is linked to economic growth”. He said the power shortage is going to take time
to resolve. Large investments are needed and power plant takes a long time to plan and build.
But it can be done, and one of the routes to speeding it up is by power reforms, which will bring
in more investment and competition which should also help with prices, he added.

“The World Bank has been asked by Pakistan to provide $500 million for a second development
policy credit in this fiscal year and about the same for a transmission investment project next
year. We are in discussion with the government over financing of Tarbela V”, said Spencer.
Spencer said WB supported structural reforms in the sector last year through a development
policy credit of $ 600 million and now the work on a second operation is being progressed, to
support further reforms, including significant reforms that will lead to greater competition and
support the privatization program. He further informed that Pakistan has received more funds
from the Bank for hydro than just about anywhere else in the world in recent years.He further
said that the WB has financed advanced metering infrastructure (AMI) in other countries and
would be willing to consider it if P akistani government requests it. Spencer added that we have
been asked by Pakistan to finance transmission upgrading and we will start working on that
project very soon.

AMI is architecture for automated, two-way communication between a smart utility meter with an
IP address and a utility company. The goal of an AMI is to provide utility companies with real-
time data about power consumption and allow customers to make informed choices about
energy usage based on the price at the time of use. Responding to a query regarding import of
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), he said that LNG is increasingly purchased spot and is linked to
oil prices. He added that it is as foolish to build policies around assumptions that oil prices will
remain low in the long term as it is to build policies around them staying high in the long term.
Developing domestic resources helps deal with this problem, but is not necessarily an argument
for attempting to have no imports, Spencer balanced the statement.

He didn’t endorse much the concept of solar water pumping as he said the use of solar for
pumping water would save grid electricity, certainly it would make farmers independent of the
grid. But it may bring about another problem, which is that unlimited access to electricity may
bring about unlimited pumping that would deplete the ground water even more rapidly. So a
program that introduced solar would also need to introduce better irrigation methods so that
water was used more efficiently, Spencer added.
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PESHAWAR: The Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will establish a modern 150 bed
hospital at Peshawar for medical treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts.The Provincial
Government will provide the abandoned building of Commerce College at Ring Road for the
hospital which will be set up in collaboration with Anti Narcotics Force (ANF).Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pervez Khattak decided this while presiding over a meeting at CM
Secretariat here Friday. The Commander ANF Brigadier Habibur Rahman, Special Assistant to
Chief Minister for Social Welfare Mahr Taj Roghani and concerned officers attended the
meeting.Apprising the CM of the initiatives being taken by ANF for rehabilitation of the drug
addicts the Commander ANF told that such hospitals were being already run very successfully
in other major cities of the country, and they are producing very fruitful and desired results.

He said that the proposed hospital would be run by an independent Board of Governors adding
that the facility could be made operational by September next if the required building is provided
by the Provincial Government.Describing the use of narcotics as a serious threat to the society
especially the budding youth, the Chief Minister vowed that his government would extend every
possible help and cooperation for the rehabilitation of drug addicts to make them normal citizens
of the society. He assured that the required financial resources for the hospital would also be
provided by the Provincial Government and this project would be properly incorporated in
Annual Development Program for the next fiscal year.

He ordered the authorities concerned to take all necessary measures on war footing for early
completion of the project. However, on this occasion Khattak was annoyed by the information
about unprecedented delay in completion of two other rehabilitation centers of Social Welfare
Department which were in the pipeline since last nine months. He, therefore, directed the
department to immediately remove all the bottlenecks in smooth execution of the projects and
advised to keep close liaison with ANF in all activities and initiatives aimed at medical or
Psychological treatment and rehabilitation of drugs addicts. — APP

PESHAWAR Evening shift OPD will soon be started in four teaching hospitals of the province
including Lady Reading Hospitals, Khyber Teaching Hospital, Hayatabad Medical Complex and
Ayub Teaching Hospital with medical staff to be hired from private sector. This was decided in a
meeting of Health Department held here on Friday with Senior Minister for Health Shahram
Tarakai in the chair. Initially evening OPDs will be started in four specialties i.e. Surgery,
medicines, pediatric and gynae headed by consultants of Associate Professor level with other
medical and technical staff to be hired from the market on monthly salaries.

Facilities of laboratory and pharmacy will be available in these labs and all medical treatment
facilities will be provided to the public free of cost. The meeting was attended by Secretary
Health, Mushtaq Jadoon, the newly appointed heads of these tertiary care hospitals and other
concerned authorities of Health Department. The heads of these hospitals were directed by the
chair to submit feasible and workable proposals by the coming Monday with regard to the
launching of evening shift OPDs in their respective hospitals. The meeting discussed measures
to ensure implementation of the recently promulgated “Medical Teaching Institutions Reforms
Act” in teaching hospital in its letter and spirit. A number of important decisions were take and
the heads of the teaching hospitals were assigned various tasks to this effect

LAHORE: A meeting here on Friday reviewed the pace of Punjab Health Reforms Roadmap
and decided to continue a ban on transfer of executive district officers (EDOs) of the Health
Department without the permission of the chief minister to ensure the reforms are implemented
at the desired pace.Presided over by Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, it also decided to explore
possibilities of outsourcing at least 100 basic health units (BHUs). Appreciating performance of
Sahiwal, Pakpattan and Attock EDOs in achieving the reforms roadmap targets, the chief
minister announced cash prize of Rs. 100,000 for Sahiwal and Rs. 50,000 each for Pakpattan
and Attock EDOs. He issued warnings to the EDOs of Chiniot, Khushab, Bhakkar and
Rawalpindi for their unsatisfactory performance.

He sought a citizen feedback system regarding the steps taken under the roadmap. He also
ordered stern disciplinary action against the medical officers proceeding on leave without
permission of the competent authority and sought 100pc availability of 18 essential drugs at
BHUs and recruitments of vaccinators at union council level by July.Shahbaz was also
dissatisfied with the performance of Punjab Rural Support Programme and issued instructions
for its improvement.

KARACHI: The ongoing polio campaign was deferred on Friday for an unspecified period in
parts of the city surrounding the place near Quaidabad, where a bomb blast killed two people
and left more than a dozen others wounded in the morning, officials said.They added that the
campaign targeting around 850,000 children in the districts of Malir, Korangi and Karachi East
was postponed in areas falling within the jurisdiction of the Shah Latif police station for security
reasons after the blast

Larkana: The PCR kits have been out of stock for last four months at the hepatitis site here
established in Chandka Medical College Hospital due to which no new tests are being carried
out for hepatitis. The PCR test is essential for any patient before he is given free treatment
under Chief Minister's Initiative of Hepatitis Preventive & Control Program. Sources at the site
told PPI that blood samples are being collected from the patients but due to non-availability of
kits no tests can be made. They said that kits have not been supplied since the start of this
financial year due to unknown reasons and their stock has also been consumed and since
January 2015 there is not a single kit available.

These kits are supplied by the Provincial Programme Manager, Hepatitis Program, Hyderabad,
as they had installed PCR machine here also for the benefit of poor patients of Larkana
division. PCR tests are carried out here of all the Hepatitis positive patients belonging to entire
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five districts of Larkana division including Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Kandhkot @ Kashmore,
Kambar-Shahdadkot, Larkana, Dadu & even Naushehro Feroze. — PPI

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court on Thursday threw out the decision by the provincial health
authorities to purchase costly hepatitis vaccine from two multinational companies depriving local
pharma companies of level playing ground.A single bench of SHC comprising Justice
Mohammad Shafi Siddiqui who had reserved judgement on March 6, while announcing the
judgement Thursday, termed the process of purchase of medicine illegal, unlawful and without
legal grounds; scrapping the tender issued for purchase of medicine worth Rs 250 million. The
detailed judgement came on a petition filed by various local pharmaceutical firms including Getz
Pharma against the rejection of their products used for the treatment of Hepatitis B and
C.Earlier, the court has rejected the plea by the health department for partial purchase of
hepatitis vaccine from multinationals on the grounds that the court was hearing the case on a
priority basis therefore limited purchase could not be allowed.

The health authorities had pleaded to relax the stay order on the purchase of vaccine so that 25
per cent of medicine costing around Rs 60.2 million could be bought for 33,000 patients, of
whom some 1,800 were at terminal stage.The counsel for the petitioners, who included
Advocates Faisal Siddiqui, Shahid Memon and Abdus Sattar Pirzada told the court that the
government was playing games with mala fide intentions to benefit certain influential, causing
great losses to public exchequer and interest of poor hepatitis patients. They questioned as to
why many leading health institutions including Govt. of Balochistan and Govt. of AJK had been
purchasing and using the locally produced medicines for decades with no complaints, if they
were harmful to human health.The counsel further argued that the government had issued
licences to the pharmaceutical firms to produce the vaccine, allowing it to sell the medicine in
local market as well as to export it.

They said one of the vaccines rejected on quality grounds was the largest selling vaccine in the
country and it was produced by Getz Pharma that was the only one in Pakistan having WHO
recognition for its laboratory.The counsel said that the government officials continued to
misguide government, masses and the court for their ulterior motives to buy costly medicine
from two multinationals Roche and Schering. It may be mentioned that the registration of the
hepatitis drug one of the multinational is already being debated in another case in the SHC. -
NNI

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Water and Power claimed that a major part of 1050MW electricity
generation reduced due to technical fault will be restored soon thereby decreasing the
loadshedding. With The restoration of decreased power generation power cuts will be
normalized though they cannot be ended altogether, said a spokesperson of the Ministry of
Water and Power.

The power generation system on March 23rd faced forced outages due to stoppage of 1050MW
generation due to technical faults. He further stated that Ministry of Water and Power has also
decided that the public shall be informed about such faults on regular and immediate basis
through the media so that they are aware about the situation and can adjust their routine.

The spokesman stated that the generation system when faces technical faults like the instant
one needs a particular time to restore depending on the nature of fault. The power generation
units those experienced technical faults include two units of HUBCO generating a total of
600MW, AES ALPIR that was generating 350MW and KAPCO with a capacity of 100 MW that
totals 1050 MW.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) has approved Post Graduate
Medical Institute (PGMI) Peshawar as Continuing Medical Education (CME) /Continuing Dental
Education (CDE) Training Institute.A press release of Khyber Medical University issued here on
Tuesday said the PGMI Peshawar will provide opportunities of continuing professional
development to the registered medical and dental doctors adding that PGMI is the second
medical Institution after Khyber Medical University Peshawar which has given CME/CDE
certificate awarding status.

Continuing Medical Education (CME) or Continuing Dental Education (CDE) refers to an event
organized to expand the knowledge and skills required by the doctors. CME/CDE programs are
meant for graduated board certified doctors who have completed their formal training. It includes
not only classes and conferences but also ACLS/BLS classes and live operative workshops, it
said.lt is to mention here that PMDC has recently announced that to re-certify registration,
physicians need to complete 5 CME and CDE hours in 6 months. This rule is in effect from
January 1, 2015 and all the physicians are required to present certificate of CME/CDE
completion for renewal of license to practice. — APP

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government on Thursday launched a GPS-based
biometric system in five teaching hospitals of the province to ensure presence of staff members
and improve patient care.Among the hospitals are Lady Reading Hospital, Khyber Teaching
Hospital and Hayatabad Medical Complex in Peshawar, Ayub Teaching Hospital in Abbottabad
and Mardan Medical Complex in Mardan along with Khyber Girls Medical College and Institute
of Kidney Diseases Peshawar.

During a special ceremony organised at the Lady Reading Hospital for the purpose, health
minister Shahram Tarakai said the biometric attendance system had been launched to make
health delivery network effective by ensuring presence of doctors, administrative staff and other
employees at hospitals during duty hours.He said the launch of the system was a key
component of the government’s reforms agenda for its departments.

“Our government is taking solid steps to effectively use modern technologies in all government
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departments, especially those dealing with health and education, to improve public service
delivery to the desired level,” he said

(0o =We | (T[T o Mol M=V T CR{TMN= I LAHORE: A core group of medical experts, health managers and international partners is being
treatment, control formed for the treatment and control of tuberculosis in Punjab.Punjab Health Secretary Jawad
Daily Dawn, March 27,2015 Rafique Malik said this addressing a seminar organised by his department in connection with
World Tuberculosis Day on Thursday at Alhamra Hall. The government would provide staff and
financial resources for the purpose, he added.

Health Director General Dr Zahid Pervaiz, Pakistan Chest Society president and Professor of
Pulmonary Diseases at Services Hospital Prof Kamran Cheema, National TB Control
Programme Coordinator Dr ljaz Qadir, medical experts, representatives of international
development partners, NGOs and the civil society also attended the seminar.TB Programme
Provincial Coordinator Dr Abdul Majid gave presentation regarding the steps taken by the
provincial government to fight the disease. He said every year nine million people were affected
by the bacteria and Pakistan was the fourth country with maximum TB prevalence.

He said in Pakistan 15-45 years age group people mostly became victim of TB. He said under
Directly Observed Treatment Short Course (DOTS) Programme, 559 Basic Management Units
(BMUs) were providing treatment facilities to TB patients, whereas 1,248 general practitioners
(GPs) have also been registered under provincial TB control programme. He said Punjab
government was planning to enhance scope of this programme.Dr Majid said E-monitoring
system for checking medicines stock and data on TB patients was also functioning and six
laboratories had been established for providing diagnostic facilities to the patients. He said five
digital x-ray machines were also being installed in different cities. Moreover, he said, Al-Khidmat
Foundation hospitals had also been registered under TB control programme where free
medicines would be provided to patients. “More than 11 centres for drug resistant TB patients
are handling complicated TB cases”, he said. Childhood TB programme had also been
launched to diagnose the disease in children, he added.

Prof Kamran Cheema said the real challenge was to identify the TB patients who discontinued
their treatment and had become drug resistant. “The treatment of drug resistant TB patients is
very difficult and their percentage of cure is less than that of the routine patients”, he said. He
said TB patients should complete their treatment course of six months without a pause to get rid
of the disease.Dr ljaz Qadeer said most of the financial burden of TB control activities in
Pakistan had been shared by international development partners. “We should adopt a policy to
provide all funding for TB Control Programme”, Dr ljaz suggested.He said global partners were
helping Pakistan under the slogan, ‘TB anywhere, TB everywhere’. Dr Qadeer said search for
the missing TB patients was very important as one such patient could affect 15 others around
him.

Dr Zahid Pervaiz said strenuous efforts had been made at federal and provincial levels to fight
the menance of TB but the relevant data on patients indicated that still a lot of work was to be
done to get the target.He stressed the need for holding meeting after every three months to
implement Active Case Finding Strategy.Jawad Rafique Malik assured the participants that
suggestions the stakeholders shared in the seminar would be considered to eradicate TB.

(@FTT1 W o (I I E-TI CEN G TR o  KARACHI: Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah on Thursday admitted that the provincial
improve in Sindh government’s performance in health care sector was not as good as it should have been but
Daily Dawn, March 27,2015 said his administration was continuously making efforts to improve things.“We have a mammoth
Rs44 billion budget for the health care, which could be greatly helpful to serve people in a highly
productive way and we are making things better with each passing year,” said Mr Shah while
speaking at a programme for the distribution of ice-lined refrigerators organised by the Peoples
Primary Healthcare Initiative (PPHI) at a local hotel.

The PPHI, a non-governmental organisation which runs part of government health facilities
across the province, donated 332 ice-lined refrigerators, 57 of them solar powered, to the
expanded programme on immunisation in Sindh.The audience was informed that ice-lined
technology could keep refrigerators cool at minus temperatures for 120 hours during power
breakdowns. Mr Shah said the PPHI would launch polio campaigns in Dadu and Badin districts
and the government was improving security measures for polio volunteers across the province.

(IT-To B T-Yo [ [T e WCELCH I CHIT |\ RAWALPINDI - Despite tall claims made by WAPDA, at least 12 hours unscheduled
head loadshedding is continued in the division, irking traders, growers and general public. In rural
The Nation, March 27, 2015 areas, WAPDA is observing loadshedding for more than 16 hours, disturbing the normal life
: badly. The general public, including growers, traders, lawyers, students, tailors, teachers and
house wives protested against the Ministry of Water and Power and demanded the government
to end unannounced loadshedding.

They asked State Minister for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali to resign from his office as he
failed in controlling the specter of loadshedding in the country. They also blasted N-League
government, saying it has failed in resolving public issues. Talking to The Nation on Thursday,
the citizens said that 12 hours unannounced power suspension was disturbing the life besides
badly effecting the business of shopkeepers and small traders in the province. They said that
unannounced and prolonged loadshedding was unacceptable for them and if the government
did not stop it forthwith then they would take to roads for protest. Tanveer Khokhar, a pant coat
trader, told that there was 12 hour-long loadshedding in Saddr which caused immense troubles
for tailors. “I have to deliver many pant coat suits today to my customers but could not because
of loadshedding,” he said.

“I am working on my final thesis and want to compose it on my computer but power suspension
made it impossible for me,” said Ayesha Khan, a university student, demanding Prime Minister
Mian Nawaz Sharif to end loadshedding. Shahana Bibi, a housewife in Lalkurti, was of the view
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that 12 hours long loadhshedding caused severe water shortage as she had to wait for hours to
clean the dishes and clothes.Raja Nazir, a lawyer, said that since the N-League came into
power, it was multiplying miseries of people due to anti-people economic policies. “The
government has badly failed in delivering to masses,” he said, adding that the CM Punjab, who
had staged protest demo against loadhshedding in Lahore during PPP rule, was sitting
peacefully and seeing the whole drama in Punjab.

Many residents of Adyala Road said that they were suffering power shutdown after every hour.
“This shows the government has planned to burn people with heat during summer by observing
loadshedding,” they said. Similarly, the resident of rural areas said that WAPDA was observing
more than 16 hours loadshedding in the villages which has made normal life miserable. They
said that the PM and CM promised to overwhelm energy crisis during electioneering but both
had failed in materialising their promises. Meanwhile, scores of residents of Nirali stormed the
IESCO Office at Dolata to register their protest against loadshedding. The IESCO staff run away
from the office. The protestors said that they were suffering badly owing to unannounced
loadshedding. They said that they would not leave the IESCO office untii WAPDA not end
loadshedding.

As electricity demand is rising due to warm weather, three private power plants of 1,050 MW
capacity have shut down due to technical faults. The Ministry of Water and Power argues that
most of the 1,050 MW reduction in power generation due to technical fault is expected to be
back on the national grid soon and the power load management schedule will be normalised
accordingly. The units which experienced faults are Hubco two units of 600 MW, AES Lalpir 350
MW and Kot Addu Power Plant (Kapco) 100 MW. However, informed sources told Business
Recorder that some IPPs are not running at full capacity due to shortage of fuel.

Load shedding hours in urban and rural areas have been increased by Discos citing less supply
from National Power Control Centre (NPCC). The Water and Power Ministry which understates
the demand and supply gap by manipulating demand figures is preparing itself for major
criticism in months to come because people are expected to come out on the streets in protest.
Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has already warned the government that fuel crisis would worsen in
summer months if the required funds are not arranged. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif recently
announced that in summer load shedding in urban and rural areas will be six and eight hours
respectively. Such statements have become a routine but ground reality is far different from
political statements, said one energy analyst.

"Generation system when facing a technical fault needs time to restore it to capacity - the time
required depending on the nature of fault. However, the Ministry of Water and Power has put in
place a system that immediately undertakes repairs," said a spokesman for the Ministry of
Water and Power. According to the Ministry of Water and Power, it has also decided that the
public shall be informed about such faults on regular and immediate basis through media so that
they are aware about the situation and can adjust their routine. The same will also be helpful in
electricity conservation among consumers that would reduce the demand and supply gap
leading to minimum extra load shedding. The Ministry of Water and Power has also appealed to
consumers to adopt energy conservation measures and reduce wastage of electricity.

Globally, distance-learning is gaining importance and offering educational opportunities to
those unable to attend classes at a campus. Pakistan is perhaps the only country in the world
where distance-learning is gaining a bad name. Assignment solutions for courses at the Allama
Igbal University Islamabad (AlIOU), the country’s largest distance learning university with 1.3
million students are selling in the markets like hotcakes. Shops in all major markets of the twin
cities are openly selling these solved assignments, Karachi Company and 6th Roads are
especially famous for shops offering these tools for cheating. “Please come inside, if you are
looking for AIOU assignments,” a salesman at Nishat Education Consultant in G-9 Markaz
called out to this correspondent.

A salesman at a neighboring shop also began hawking his wares. “Please come in, we have the
best solved assignments in the market. They are cheaper than others and cannot be challenged
by the AIOU,” he said. He read out the rates for the assignments, Masters assignments were
available for Rs 1000 to 1500 while Bachelors and Intermediate assignments were being sold
for Rs 500 to 800. Hummad, one of the salesmen told Dawn he has been selling AIOU
assignments for the last 10 years. “We have several qualified teachers on our panel, who make
these assignment solutions for us,” he said. An MSc student who had come to the market to
purchase solved assignments told Dawn that as soon as he enrolled himself in the AIOU, he
received four letters from book shops offering assignment solutions. “Initially, | was surprised
that these bookstores knew my home address but later | found out that some people at the
AIOU are working hand in glove with these book stores and provide students’ information to
them,” he said. The newly appointed AIOU Vice Chancellor Dr Shahid Siddiqui told Dawn he
has been taking various steps to stop this practice. “The first thing we plan to do is to revise
curricula and design of the assignments,” he said. A committee has been formed to work on this
problem, he said.

KARACHI: Sindh government has on Friday announced its opposition to the federal
government’s decision to import LNG. Chief Minister Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah has said that
the Sindh government will challenge in Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) the federal
government’s decision to import LNG, Dunya News reported. Holding a press conference at CM
House Karachi, CM Sindh said that Sindh produces 70% of the natural gas in Pakistan but it
wasn’'t consulted by the government in its decision to import gas. He said that the Sindh
government wasn'’t taken in confidence. “Formula of gas distribution and price determination
was also not decided upon”, he said.

CM Sindh feared that the federal government would want to sell expensive LNG to Sindh
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government but resolved that he would never let that happen. He said that LNG import issue
was raised in the Council of Common Interests but no response was received. Provincial
minister Murad Ali Shah said on this occasion that the federal government planned to mix the
local gas with imported LNG and then sell it which will force the Sindh government to buy
expensive gas. He said that the Sindh government would move to SCP against federal
government over this injustice.

PESHAWAR: PTI Senator Mohsin Aziz has strongly opposed the proposed increase in the gas
prices for the industry, stating that it would be extremely detrimental for the industrial sector
which is already uncompetitive in the region due to highest utility prices in the country. In a
statement issued here Thursday, he said the dream of national economic growth could not be
accomplished without the growth in industrial production but the proposed price increase of 52%
for the industrial consumers will further worsen the output of the gas-fed industries.

He added that the price increase will be taken up in the Senate when the session is called next
month.

It is ironic that on one hand there are plans for the allocation of gas share for industrial use and
power generation in Khyber Pakhtunkwa and on the other hand the federal government is
planning a huge increase in the gas prices. Now when allocation of gas is in the final stage of
sanction by the federal government, the proposed increase would negate the efforts of KP’s
government for planned industrialization and affordable electricity.

This new gas price is not feasible for the proposed plans to generate energy which KP
desperately needs. He further robustly stressed that the government should reconsider this
price increase and there should be a rationale in this increase not overlooking the natural gas
prices in the region. As Pakistan’s regional competitors with cheaper gas price will enhance
their industrial output making us uncompetitive in the international market, this destroying
economic activity in the country.

ISLAMABAD: The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has been asked by the government to
recover Rs 580 billion from electricity defaulters. NAB launched a similar campaign two years
ago to recover Rs110bn, but managed to realise only Rs 5bn.

Over 600 cases were filed in various courts against NAB because ‘bogus’ claims/bills had been
provided to it by power distribution companies. NAB spokesman Nawazish Ali said this time the
bureau had decided to receive verified lists of defaulters directly from the ministry of water and
power and not from distribution companies. Another NAB official said that during the previous
campaign over 80 per cent of claims/bills provided to the bureau were bogus. “We found most of
the alleged defaulters innocent who moved courts against the bureau,” he said.

PESHAWAR () - In light of increased electricity outages, enraged protesters on Wednesday
entered the grid station on Dala Zaak Road and cut off the electricity supply to several areas.
The locals circled the grid station to demonstrate a protest against unannounced electricity
outages. Later on, the protesters entered the grid station and forcefully cut off the supply to
several areas. The people raised slogans against Water and Power Development Authority
(WAPDA). The electricity supply to several areas including Muhammadzai, Guluzai, Dala Zaak,
Pahari Pura and Gul Bela was cut off. The police failed to stop the protesters from violent
behavior. The protesters said that at least 22 hours outages are being done in their areas. They
said that the protests would continue until WAPDA announces lessening of outages from now
on.

LAHORE: The production of 100 megawatts (MW) of electricity from solar resources will be
available for consumers in April. Earlier, the chief minister of Punjab announced the 100MW
generation from indigenous resources would be added to the grid till the end of December 2014.
Scheduled for the first quarter of 2014, the project, at a total cost of $131 million, got delayed
due to a Chinese firm failing to fulfill criteria during the due-diligence process carried out by the
Punjab government, an official of the energy department told media sources. The Punjab
government announced the establishment of Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park over an area of 5,000
acres in the Cholistan Development Authority in Bahawalpur. The company was registered
under the company act with the SECP. In October 2013, Najam Ahmad Shah was posted as the
CEO of Quaid-e-Azam Solar Power Company on a deputation basis.

ISLAMABAD: After Sindh and Balochistan, Punjab is also at risk of polio as the province
realises that the virus could spread in the remote parts of the province. Punjab Chief Minister’s
Adviser on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique suggested that the priority list of high-risk districts
for 2015 should be revised and that Rahim Yar Khan, D.G. Khan and Rajanpur should be
designated as the most at-risk districts.

Attending a high-level meeting at the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) in Islamabad, Mr
Rafig said that due to the ongoing circulation of the virus in northern Sindh and parts of
Balochistan bordering south Punjab, these districts should be declared high-risk areas. He also
admitted that there was an increase in the migrant and mobile population moving from high-risk
areas, but there was low EPI coverage in those areas, as compared to other parts of the
Punjab. He also suggested the introduction of inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) in Punjab. The
checking of environmental samples from Rahim Yar Khan was also recommended by him

Expressing dissatisfaction over a report filed by Ministry of Water and Power on charging
additional electricity bills to the consumers by power distribution companies, Islamabad High
Court (IHC) proposed constituting an independent commission for audit of additional bills
recovered from the consumers besides finding a solution to the matter. IHC’s Justice Athar
Minallah took up for hearing the case filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) MNA Asad Omar
against overbilling by power distribution companies Thursday. PTI's counsel Farrukh Dall
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appeared in the court and told that report on over billing has been filed by government but the
amicus curiae have not furnished the final report so far.

“Satisfaction cannot be expressed over the report on over billing filed by Ministry of Water and
Power. An independent commission be constituted in connection with the amount collected by
power distribution companies from the consumers on account of overbilling so that a solution
could be found out,” the court remarked, adjourning the case hearing indefinitely. PTI MNA
Asad Omar and others had challenged in IHC the overbilling made by power distribution
companies in the billing months of June and July 2014. Ministry of Water and Power, NEPRA
and 11 power distribution companies have been made respondents in the petition. The
petitioners have prayed the court that power distribution companies had recovered Rs 20 billion
from the consumers on account of overbilling which is sheer breach of fundamental rights of
citizens.

KARACHI: A Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) ship which stores and converts LNG to gas (FSRU)
reached Port Qasim on Thursday with an initial cargo load of 148517 cubic metre of LNG.

This will now permanently dock at the Engro Elengy Terminal at Port Qasim and together will
provide Pakistan's first state of the art LNG terminal. The terminal has been built at a cost of
USD 135 million in a world record time of 335 days of signing with actual construction of 179
days and the FSRU vessel is worth an additional USD 300 million. Engro won the contract to
handle LNG at the most competitive rate in the region. In addition, the vessel has the capacity
for regasification of up to 600 mmcfd which will have a major impact on solving the energy crisis
in the country.

CEO Engro Elengy Terminal Limited Sheikh Imran ul Haq said: "The Company has fulfilled its
commitment by constructing all infrastructure facilities in a record time period. This historic
achievement is testament to Engro's expertise in deploying world-class solutions against
stretched deadlines. "We are hopeful that the commissioning of the country's first LNG terminal
will help meet the rising demand of gas in the country and fuel economic growth and help
alleviate energy crisis that continues to impede industrial growth."

It may be noted that the FSRUs, are purpose-built LNG tankers that incorporate onboard
equipment for the vaporization of LNG and delivery of high-pressure natural gas. These vessels
load in the same manner as standard LNG tankers at traditional liquefaction terminals and also
retain the flexibility to discharge in three distinct ways: as a liquid at a conventional LNG
receiving terminal; as gas through the FSRU's connection with a subsea buoy in the hull of the
ship; and as a gas through a high-pressure gas manifold located forward of the vessel's LNG
loading arms.

EETL believes that Pakistan urgently needs to utilise its existing power generation capacity fully,
while reducing its reliance on costly imported diesel fuel for electricity generation; and the
regasification of LNG will allow generation facilities to reach their maximum potential whilst
using a cleaner, cheaper and more efficient fuel for greater energy security and diversification.

LAHORE - The electricity outages both in rural and urban areas continue as the electricity
shortfall has increased to at least 4,900 Megawatt (MW). According to the details, the demand is
at least 13,900 MW whereas the supply of power is just 9,000 MW. Lahore Electric Supply
Company (LESCO) sources say that the outage durations in rural and urban areas are ten and
eight hours respectively. Moreover, unannounced outages are being conducted in addition to
announced durations.

ISLAMABAD: There will be more power and less loadsheding in the country this summer,
thanks to Qatari liquefied natural gas (LNG) that will start flowing into the generation system for
the first time by March 31, two federal ministers told the National Assembly on Wednesday. But
Petroleum and Natural Resources Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi refused to disclose what he
said would be the “best price in Asia” the government would pay for LNG, saying the rate was
still being negotiated and could be shared with parliamentary forums only after its approval by
the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the federal cabinet.

Rejecting fears of “lack of transparency” in the LNG import raised in a call-attention notice
tabled by five opposition members, the minister said the first shipment of the imported LNG
would arrive at the Port Qasim in Sindh on Thursday and would flow into the system by the
deadline of March 31. That will result in 10 per cent increase in power generation than last
year’s and a $300 million worth of annual savings to the generating companies.

Khawaja Asif told the house that loadshedding would decrease this summer because of the
availability of more efficient LNG to four Independent Power Producers (IPPs) and Kot Addu
Power Company (Kapco) that will use it for now. Two female PPP lawmakers — Dr Azra Fazal
Pechuho and Dr Nafisa Shah — were furious after the petroleum minister called their fears of a
lack of transparency in the LNG deal “hilarious” and the water and power minister said
education had done little to improve the attitude of some members.

At one point, Dr Shah’s mike was switched off on the chair's order when she tried to respond to
Khawaja Asif's remark, saying she had the right to defend herself. The tension prompted an
intervention by opposition leader Khursheed Ahmed Shah, who also accused the treasury
benches of deviating from a convention of consulting the opposition before seeking suspension
of the requirement of a rule of the house rules of procedure for an immediate consideration of a
bill. Expression of regrets by Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Sheikh Aftab Ahmed
removed Mr Shah’s objection and paved the way for a smooth passage of the government’s
Credit Bureaus Bill, 2015, which provides a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework for
the incorporation and functioning of credit bureaus in Pakistan.

The house also passed, with a debate, another government bill that amends two sections of the
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Legal Practitioners and Bar Councils Act, 1973, — as recommended by the Pakistan Bar
Council — to what a statement of objects and reasons says further regulate the disciplinary
proceedings in the cases of grave professional misconduct by a lawyer and to prescribe for a
maximum three months for the suspension of the lawyer and as many months for a tribunal’s
decision after receiving a reference from a disciplinary committee. Earlier in the sitting, a
member of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), Igbal Mohammad Ali Khan, complained of
harassment of his party lawmakers by unspecified security agencies at Karachi airport while
they were on their way to Islamabad. Security officials, he said, would ask party lawmakers to
park their cars aside for their names to be checked against a list while no such checks were
made about members of other parties. Khawaja Asif, who is also the defence minister, promised
to make a statement in the house on Thursday after making checks, though he said such a
discrimination should not happen “in any circumstance” to a parliamentarian or an ordinary
citizen.

Pakistan's Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) seeks bids to serve as
tendering agent for rehabilitation of the 243-MW Warsak hydroelectric project on Pakistan's
Kabul River. Bids are due April 9. WAPDA previously called for bids by March 31 to rehabilitate
a turbine runner and wicket gates at Warsak. It took bids last year to supply butterfly and gate
valves for the project. It took bids in 2011 for protection, instrumentation, and control equipment
for rehabilitation and upgrading of Warsak, which was completed in 1960. Warsak is located in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, formerly called North-West Frontier Province, site of significant
hydropower activity. The project includes four 40-MW generating units, dam, irrigation tunnels,
and transmission system. Two 41.48-MW units were added in 1980-1981. WAPDA now seeks
bids for a tender agent for the supervision of procurement for Warsak's rehabilitation.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Shahid Khagan Abbasi on
Wednesday said that price of LNG is still being negotiated at the relevant forums while the
government assures that rate of LNG would be less in the country than whole Asia.Answering a
question in the National Assembly regarding import of LNG and its price, the minister said that
credit goes to the PML-N government that import of LNG has been possible, adding that
government is fully responsible to provide relief to the consumers.He said that terms and
conditions on sale and purchase of LNG including its price are being negotiated with Qatar Gas
and has not been finalized yet.

All aspects would be considered, he added. He said that it has been decided in the agreement
that issues related to LNG deal would not be discussed openly before it finalization, while
briefing on the issue can be given in camera, adding that a parliamentary committee to work out
LNG rates and its import may also be set up.He said the first ship carrying sixty thousand tons
LNG would arrive at Port Qasim on March 31, it will contribute two billion cubic feet of gas in the
system. It will save 300 million dollars to the power sector, he added.He said after hectic efforts
the government has developed a world class LNG terminal in a short span of 11 months.He
added that it has also been decided that any third party or consumer can import LNG and can
use it freely.

Answering a question regarding comparison of rates the minister said that LNG import rates
differ in every country, the big importers of LNG in Asia are Japan, India, Korea and China.On
the question regarding names of countries/companies with whom the government is negotiating
for import of LNG, the minister replied that government has designated Pakistan State Oil
Company Limited (PSO) to negotiate import of LNG on government to government basis with
Qatar Gas, which has been designated by the state of Qatar. Moreover, preliminary meetings
have also been held with Petronas, Malaysia’s designated entity and M/s PB Trading Sendirian
Berhad, BruneiDarussalam’s designated entity to initiate discussions regarding potential supply
of LNG to Pakistan on government to government level. - APP

ISLAMABAD: A few days ago Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) banned the most
popular blogger website WordPress.com in Pakistan. But despite of ban the following website is
still accessible without any kind of hurdle in it. In this regard Naveed Ahmed a blogger from
Rawalpindi said that | visit WordPress.com time and time again and do not face any difficulty in
opening pages or posting my stuff on website. WordPress is the most popular blogging system
in use on the web at more than 60 million websites. The ban was first reported in international
media. International media organisations reported that after a permanent ban on YouTube, now
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority has banned the website due to security reasons.
Reports also criticised the government for putting an alleged ban on internet use in the country
and stated that the government had also temporarily suspended other social media sites,
including Facebook, Wikipedia, IMDb, Twitter, in the past. But, the officials rejected the
impression that the website was banned in the country for any duration of time. It is easily
accessible, said an official by opening page of wordpress.com in the capital.

Despite government denial, some users complained that they could not open WordPress on
Saturday through Monday, but it was operational since Monday evening. “Whenever | tried to
open the page, never succeeded, | received the message that site is not accessible in
Pakistan,” said Rubab Jehan, an internet user. According to officials, the website was not
blocked by government and the users who were unable to open the page might be due to some
other reason. However, the officials said that during last week up till 23 March, some Internet
devices were blocked due to security reasons but they were restored by Monday evening.

The reports of ban have surfaced at a time when government has disbanded Inter-Ministerial
Committee (IMC) for content management on Internet and granted these powers to regulator,
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority. According to Ministry of IT, the move was aimed to put
in place an effective and sustainable web content management system. What would be
parameters under which PTA will ban some website has yet to be announced. Official

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. %
v



23

Young doctors to hold

protest on 31st March
The Statesman, March 26,2015

‘Lahore-Sialkot Expressway
totally against public

interests’
The Statesman, March 26,2015

‘Contaminated water

causing diseases in Quetta’
The Statesman, March 26,2015

Water shortage hits Karak

areas
Daily Dawn, March 25,2015

Help sought for patients with

Down syndrome
Daily Dawn, March 25,2015

Hepatitis, diabetes patients

without free drugs
Daily Dawn, March 25,2015

4% 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(< CRIIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

spokesperson PTA did not respond on the issue despite repeated calls and SMS queries.

ISLAMABAD: Young Doctors Association (YDA) has announced to block different roads of
Rawalpindi and other districts of Punjab and to hold demonstrations in favour of their numerous
demands including hospitals security and service structure issues on Tuesday. According to the
details, YDA in favour of their demands had been holding a symbolic strike in all public hospitals
of Punjab from 11:00am to 2:00pm on daily basis but later on, when they failed to draw the
attention of the authorities, decided to hold a countrywide strike. Doctor Haider Akhtar,
President YDA told media that YDA announced strike as a final solution to the problem because
their all previous struggles in this respect brought zero changing.He said that Young Doctors,
keeping in mind the inconvenience of the patients, were not holding a full-time strike but now
they feel it inevitable as the government did not respond to their demands.

Haider Akhtar said that the government took YDA lightly and did not think about the patients in
the hospitals despite the warnings of full-time strikes by YDA which will surely affect the
patients. The President YDA informed that Young Doctors will not quit struggling for their rights
and will block Murree Road on Tuesday at 10:00am in this regard and will continue the protest
until their demands get fulfilled. — DNA

SIALKOT: Senior central leader of PML-Q and former Deputy Prime Minister Chaudhary
Pervaiz Elahi has strongly criticized the PML-N government for announcing the construction of
Sialkot-Lahore Expressway.He said that the PML-N government had shelved the PML-Q
government’s mega project of Sialkot-Lahore Motorway Project seven years ago, as the project
of Sialkot-Motorway project could be helpful in reducing the travelling time between Sialkot to
Lahore from two and half hours to only 45 minutes, besides, opening the new vistas of socio-
economic and human development in the region. He stated this while talking to a delegation of
PML-Q Sialkot leaders including Ch. Ansar Igbal Baryar, Ch. Magsud Ahmed, Muhammad
Saleem Baryar, Zulfigar Ali Ghuman and Khalil Bhatti, which called on him at his office in
Lahore. — PPI

QUETTA: Chief Executive Officer of a non-governmental organisation, Taraqi Foundation,
Amjad Rasheed has said that drinking of contaminated water has been causing diseases
among the people.Talking to journalists, here on Wednesday, he expressed his concern over
declining water level in Quetta."Quetta will have to face several serious problems in future if
immediate steps including construction of check dams were not taken to improve underground
water level in the provincial capital,” he said.He said that Taraqi Foundation has been executing
several projects pertaining to water including wells, hand pumps and restoration of Karez
system in Quetta, Pishin, Loralai, Qila Saifullah and other districts of Blaochistan. — APP

KARAK: The people of Kamanger, Shaggi, Dabli Lawagher and adjoining areas have
complained they face shortage of drinking water though Lawagher dam built on their lands
supplies water to other parts of the district. They warned they would suspend water supply from
the dam to other areas if their complaint was not addressed without delay.The warning was
issued during a meeting chaired by local elder Malik Tahir Khan here. The participants
complained water supply from the dam was denied to them but those living in other parts of the
district were provided with the facility.They said ironically, the government had planned to
supply water to the vocational college and other localities of Takht-i-Nusrati tehsil from the
dam.The participants said they would not allow the public health engineering department to
discriminate against them as they were the first to deserve water from the dam built on their
lands.

TIMERGARA: The Helping Hand for Relief and Development (HHRD) organised a function
under its Children with Disabilities Programme (CWDP) at tehsil headquarters hospital, Talash,
on Tuesday in connection with the World Down Syndrome Day.District health officer Dr
Mohammad Rahman was the chief guest at the event, which was also attended by patients
registered with HHRD. Programme officer Mohammad Bilal briefed the participants about the
role of HHRD in helping the patients with Down syndrome.

Dr Akhtar Munir said that Dr John Langdon Down was the first to give information about Down
syndrome, and the disorder was named after him. He said that people with the syndrome were
either been killed or abandoned because they were being considered irresponsible members of
society.Talash THQ hospital head Dr Khaistha Rahman said that chances of the baby born with
Down syndrome increased with the growing age of the mother. “It increases with child bearing
age of mother above 35 years,” he said.Dr Ishfaq Khatak said that role of society was important
in dealing with such patients as no genetic treatment was available.

SIALKOT: Because of non-availability of free-of-cost anti-hepatitis vaccine and insulin in the
district, hepatitis-C patients and diabetics are suffering in the absence of these essential
medicines.Under a Punjab government initiative as many as 3,200 hepatitis-C patients have
been registered in the district who were being provided treatment (injections) free of cost
through a centre established at the Government Allama Igbal Memorial Teaching Hospital in
2007.

Similarly, insulin was being provided to diabetics at all the district and tehsil headquarters (DHQ,
THQ) hospitals, besides Rural Health Centres (RHCs) and Basic Health Units (BHUs) in the
district.According to senior officials of the local health department, hepatitis vaccine was not
available in the district’s public hospitals for the last four months, while insulin for the diabetics
was also missing for the last one month.They said insulin was also short at private medical
stores in the district for the last one month.

The affected patients have urged the chief minister, the commissioner and the district
coordination officer (DCO) to ensure early availability of these medicine so that they could
continue their treatment.District Health Officer Dr Javaid Warraich said insulin was only
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available in emergency wards of DHQ and THQ hospitals for the diabetics.“We have repeatedly
brought the situation into the notice of provincial health department high-ups, urging them to
ensure early provision of anti-hepatitis vaccine and insulin in government hospitals, but they
have not yet responded,” he added.

Dr Warraich added that the unchecked sale and usage of contaminated and unhygienic food
items was one of the major causes of spread of hepatitis.He said most of the hepatitis patients
were the young people between the age of 16 to 24 years, while married women and their
children and were also falling prey to the disease, especially in rural areas.

Accord signed to teach KARACHI: The Sindh education department on Tuesday signed a memorandum of
Chinese in Sindh schools uncjerstanding (MpU) with the Chingse education d.epartment of Sichuan province of China for
The Dawn. March 25.2015 their cooperation in teaching the Chinese language in schools of Sindh. The ceremony was held

! ’ in the committee room of the Sindh Assembly and the MoU was signed by Sindh Education
Secretary Dr Fazalullah Pechucho and Liu Dong, vice director general of the education
department of China. Sindh Senior Minister for Education Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, Consul General
of China Ma Yaou and other officials also attended the ceremony.

According to the MoU, the teaching of Chinese would be made compulsory from class six
onwards in all schools of Sindh within three years. Students learning the language will get extra
marks, scholarships and foreign visit opportunities for education and skills training in China for
those students who would pass Chinese as a subject till matriculation and higher classes.
Education Minister Nisar Khuhro said that making the teaching of Chinese compulsory was
aimed at promoting Chinese language and culture in Pakistan as “we have over the years
maintained long-lasting culture and economic relations in China”.

He said the teaching of the Chinese language required special training of teachers, students,
scholars, administration and other staff which would be done on an exchange basis while
scholarships will be awarded for learning Chinese from educational institutions in China.
Afterwards these people would act as master trainers to teach the language in Sindh’s schools.

The minister also said that in order to carry out and fulfil the goals of the MoU the additional
secretary of the Sindh education department, Rehan Baloch, and the director of the education
department of Sichuan would be the co-coordinators in the development and management of
joint activities. Both parties may initiate proposals for activities and negotiate expenses issues
under the MoU through the co-coordinators. If there are to be any amendments in the clauses of
the MoU, they may be amended through the mutual agreement for both parties. He said the
education departments of Sindh and China would develop educational cooperation and
exchange based on equality and mutual benefits and the activities carried out must be in
accordance with the rules of the respective countries. It was also said that a cultural centre of
the Chinese language would be established in Karachi to monitor the project in the province.

‘Delay in implementation of PESHAWAR: World Lung Foundation (WLF) on Tuesday joined hands with a number of
national and international health experts in commending Ministry for National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordination for pressing forward with regulations to introduce graphic health

large graphic health

warnings on tobacco warnings covering 85% of cigarette packs. This would make graphic pack warnings in Pakistan
products will cost lives’ among the largest in the world alongside Thailand, which has already adopted graphic warnings
The Statesman, March 25,2015 that cover 85% of cigarette packs. The experts also condemned tobacco industry lobbying and
interference designed to derail and delay the legislation, pointing out that any such delay would
cost lives and increase tobacco-related harm to Pakistan's economy.

The impact of tobacco packaging is well known: attractively branded tobacco packs play a major
role in influencing young people to initiate smoking. In contrast, large graphic pack warnings are
proven to help deter youth from initiating smoking and to encourage quitting and reduced
consumption among current smokers. In Pakistan's proposed law, the new warning will be more
impactful in clearly communicating the danger of tobacco use because it is more attention-
grabbing - at more than double the size of the current warning - and because of the powerful,
real-life image of throat cancer selected.

To date, there have been no national mass-media campaigns in Pakistan to warn people about
the harms of tobacco, so graphic pack warnings play an even more important role in raising
awareness.There are health and economic arguments for reducing overall smoking prevalence
in Pakistan through proven tobacco control measures, including large graphic pack
warnings. According to The Tobacco Atlas, more than 20 million Pakistani adults -
approximately 27.9% of adult men and 5.4% of adult women - smoke tobacco. In 2010, 12.2%
of male deaths - 1,645 men every week - and 4.5% of female deaths - 442 women every week -
were caused by tobacco.

The need to deter youth initiation of smoking in Pakistan is particularly urgent. Approximately
555,000 Pakistani children use tobacco every day and 9.9% of boys (ranging from 6.1% of boys
in Lahore to 14.1% in Karachi) smoke tobacco - more than the average in other middle-income
countries. The increasing incidence and cost of tobacco-related disease and premature death is
a growing drain on Pakistan's economy. Dr Tahir Turk, Senior Technical Advisor, World Lung
Foundation commented: "The combined revenues of the world's six largest tobacco companies
in 2013 were USD342 Billion, 28% larger than the Gross National Income of Pakistan, yet the
tobacco industry has been counting on economic growth and increasing tobacco use in
countries like Pakistan to bolster these already massive profits.

It is so determined to stop large graphic warnings - not just in Pakistan - precisely because they
are so effective in warning people, particularly vulnerable populations like youth, about the real
harms of tobacco and therefore in reducing smoking. Where we see lives saved, the tobacco
industry sees only lost profit, so it spreads misinformation and attempts to influence government
to block progress. "The coming weeks and months are critical. We applaud the Ministry for
National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination for its determination to protect
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Pakistan's citizens - particularly its youth - by putting the country at the forefront of global
tobacco control in passing this legislation.

Further, we stand with the international health community and the Ministry in encouraging
government to ignore the threats and lies of the tobacco industry, which is interested only in its
own profits rather than the health of Pakistan's people and economy. Every day of delay is
another the tobacco industry gets hundreds of children addicted to its product, so we urge
Pakistan to implement the new 85% graphic pack warnings as proposed, with full compliance by
the industry by May 30th."

According to The Tobacco Atlas, more than 108,800 people die each year in Pakistan from
tobacco-related diseases such as heart disease, stroke and emphysema. The country is also
ranked 6th in the world in terms of TB, a burden made worse by the high prevalence of
smoking. Dr. Fouad Aslam, The International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease,
said: "The eyes of the world - and the tobacco industry - are on Pakistan with this proposal for
85% graphic pack warnings.

The proposed pack warning is a proven, low-cost way to save thousands of lives and reduce the
massive health care costs arising from smoking-related disease in Pakistan. For the health of
Pakistan's people and its economy, we support the Ministry's intention to become a global
leader in using pack warnings to warn the public of tobacco's harms. International experience
has shown that in every country, the industry will do everything in its power to keep graphic
pack warnings from coming to light: lobbying, threatening lawsuits and delaying
implementation. While the tobacco industry has been successful in watering down or delaying
similar proposal in other countries, let us stand firm and put the health of Pakistan's people over
the industry's profits.

We trust that implementation of the new pack warnings will begin at the end of this month -
March 30th - with full compliance from the industry by May 30th." Tuesday’s event was attended
by The International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, The Network, The Coalition
for Tobacco Control Pakistan, World Health Organization, and World Lung Foundation.

LAHORE: A TEAM of FIA Lahore on Tuesday raided Thokar Niaz Baig Subdivision LESCO and
detected electricity pilferage through direct supply to the premises of two plazas. According to
sources, the two plazas housed 25 shops and 50 flats besides an embroidery factory in the
basement as well. The consumers allegedly have caused a loss of around Rs 1152000 to public
exchequer. The FIA team has also registered an FIR against the accused consumers named
Shabbir, Ghaffar, Zahid and LESCO officials namely Nadeem, SDO, Muhammad Riaz,
Lineman, and Raza, a Meter Reader.

Muhammad Riaz has been arrested on the spot and further investigations are underway.

Arrested: Ghaziabad Police claimed to have arrested four people in a raid on a gambling den
and recovered a laptop, an LCS, six mobile phones and a decoder on Tuesday. The accused
were identified as Faheem, Arshad, Naveed and Waqar. DIG Operations, Dr Haider Ashraf,
lauded the police team. POs: Ichra police claimed to have arrested two proclaimed offenders.
The arrested were identified as Ashfaqg Ahmad and Razzi Hussain. According to a handout, the
accused were the real brothers of Ghulam Hussain, the security guard who had killed three car
traders. They were wanted by the police in heinous crimes. Police said the accused were
involved in different crimes in Narowal, Ahmadabad and other districts.

Drive: The City District Government Lahore (CDGL) continued its operation against hoarding
and price hike of daily used items in the provincial capital on Tuesday. The operation was
started some days back on the directions of DCO Lahore Capt (R) Usman who himself was
monitoring the Price Control Magistrates on daily basis to ensure normal and routine prices.
Officials said the Price Control Magistrates raided 735 places and imposed a fine of Rs 101,500
besides registration of cases against 23 shopkeepers. Campaign: Provincial Minister for
Population Welfare Begum Zakia Shahnawaz has said that increasing number of patients
suffering from ‘Fistula’ and other problems need immediate attention.

She said this while addressing a conference on ‘Fistula’ held here, according to a handout
issued Tuesday. Dr Sher Shah Syed, Dr Yasmeen Rashid, Dr Nighat Shah, Dr Izhar, Dr Ashraf
and representative of UNFPA Mark Brain addressed the conference. The provincial minister
said a campaign against ‘Fistula’ was continued in various government hospitals with the
cooperation of UNFPA during the last eight years and free treatment was being provided to the
patients. She said this disease was found in young girls and its main reason was child marriage.

She said that after the amendments by Punjab Assembly, marriage of girls before 16 years’
age had been declared illegal and punishment and fine would be imposed on violation of this
law. She said that media could play an important role for elimination of this disease. She said
that Population Welfare Department was providing free treatment facilities of reproductive
health. She stressed the need for creating awareness about ‘Fistula’ so that maximum women
could benefit from it. Begum Zakia Shahnawaz said that UNFPA had complete support of the
government and the conference aimed at spreading awareness to get rid of this disease.

ISLAMABAD- The National Assembly was informed today that the first shipment of 60
thousand tons of imported LNG, is reaching Pakistan tomorrow. Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Resources Shahid Khagan Abbasi told the House, while responding to a call attention
notice that the imported LNG from Qatar will flow into the system on the 31st of this month. The
Minister said the LNG price agreement is still being negotiated, between the Qatar Gas and
Pakistan State Oil. He assured the House that the LNG will be imported at the most competitive
price and transparent manner. He said the gas price, whenever finalized will be shared with the
Parliament and other appropriate forums. He said world class terminal has been constructed at
a record time, to handle the imported LNG.
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The Minister said the primary recipient of the imported LNG will be the power sector and it will
provide an advantage of 300 million dollars, to the power sector as compared to the liquid fuel.
Minister for Water and Power Khawaja Asif told the House that the imported LNG will be
provided to four IPPs and KAPCO, for generation of electricity. He was confident that the
production of electricity through LNG will help reduce load-shedding in the summer season.
Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights Pervaiz Rashid has said that a three pronged
strategy of awareness, prevention and enforcement is being pursued to eradicate corruption
from the country.

He told the National Assembly, during question hour today that National Accountability Bureau
has been successful, not only in bringing the culprits to book, but also recovered billions of
plundered money. He said the NAB has recovered 3880.47 million rupees and completed 869
inquiries since June 2013. He said the NAB also established prevention committees in order to
develop doable recommendations for eradication of corruption. He said the authority is also
engaged with different government and non-governmental organizations, to fight against the
menace.

Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Resources Jam Kamal told the House that Pakistan
and Iran are engaged in negotiating a workable implementation plan, for the Pakistan-lran Gas
Pipeline Project. He said that Pakistan is pursuing the project implementation through an
alternate strategy with Chinese cooperation. The strategy encompasses completion of pipeline
segment from Gwadar to Nawabshah, along with the construction of LNG terminal at Gwadar
Port.

Minister for Law, Justice and Human Rights Pervaiz Rashid told the House that several laws are
in the pipeline, including the establishment of a National Commission for the protection of child
rights. He said the proposed bills envisage enhancement of the minimum age, for fixing the
criminal responsibility. Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Shaikh Aftab Ahmad told the
House that construction work on Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway, will start next month and
completed in a span of two years at a cost of 44 billion rupees.

‘Antibiotic resistance a KARACHI: Increasing incidence of antibiotic resistance poses a serious threat to public health
threat to public health’ and there is an urgent need that people, particularly health professionals, exercise caution and

Daily Dawn, March 24,2015

do not use or prescribe the drugs unless their need is indicated by relevant laboratory tests, said
experts while speaking to Dawn on Monday.

According to them, though antibiotic resistance is a global phenomenon, the problem in
Pakistan is compounded by an acute lack of awareness in the general public as well as doctors
and pharmacists, about the hazards of antimicrobial resistance. This ignorance spills over to
absence/lack of infection control measures at health facilities, increased over-the-counter sale
of antibiotics and poor drug quality assurance/testing programmes.

“The resistance occurs when bacteria change in a way that reduces or eliminates the
effectiveness of drugs, chemicals or other agents designed to cure or prevent infections. The
bacteria survive and continue to multiply causing more harm,” said director laboratory services
and consultant microbiologist at The Indus Hospital Dr Altaf Ahmed, adding that drug resistance
meant that a patient’s hospital stay could be prolonged and treatment would become costlier.

Seconding his opinion, Dr Shamvil Ashraf of Children Cancer Hospital, now part of the Indus
Hospital, said that antibiotic resistance developed increased chances of mortality and morbidity.

“Cancer patients are already vulnerable to infections due to multiple factors and this problem
(drug resistance) aggravates their sufferings. We have been noticing a fast increase in drug
resistance over the past three years,” he said, adding that the phenomenon was a huge
economic burden on patients as well as on institutions running on donations, like his.

High children mortality rate LARKANA: Speakers at a seminar titled ‘Our children our future’ held under the auspices of the
blamed on low vaccination Sindh Institute of Child Health (SICH) underline the need for creating awareness among the
Daily Dawn, March 24,2015 masses of children’s diseases with stress on preventive measures.Prof Shanti Lal said the

¢ ’ SICH, established in 1976, was receiving 300 patients a day and handling 40 regular
admissions with 90 per cent bed occupancy. He said that the annual OPD load was assessed at
more than 50,000 with 12,000 admissions while 82 per cent patients were discharged.

The mortality rate is as low as 10 per cent which is more or less the same as reported at
Karachi’'s NICH and other such institutions. He said birth asphyxia, low birth weight and
neonatal jaundice were the main causes of child mortality.Pakistan Paediatrics Association
(PPA) Sindh president Dr Mushtague Memon said that bad governance was a key factor behind
the deterioration of health services in the province. He called for joint efforts for an improvement
in the health delivery system. “Around 340,000 children die annually in Pakistan due to acute
respiratory infection (25 per cent), diarrhoea (20 per cent), malaria (7 per cent), and measles (8
per cent)”, he said, and expressed his dismay over poor vaccination coverage.

He said the current coverage stood at 65 per cent in Punjab, 53 per cent in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 43 per cent in Sindh and 29 per cent in Balochistan. “Even then, we have 320
cases of polio in our country which is not a good sign,” he said.Dr Memon said most children
could not celebrate their 5th birthday as they fell victim to diarrhoea or acute respiratory
infections. He said misconceptions and other factors were hindering efforts to uproot polio,
adding that the vaccination against polio was less than 30 per cent.

Dr Bahawal Din Jamro, an associate professor (paediatrics) at the Ghulam Mohammed Mahar
Medical College, Sukkur, presented his paper titled ‘1,000 days of life’. He said girls were the
most deprived segment in nutrition. Sharing his experience, he said 99 per cent children
reporting at OPDs at this institute appeared to be underweight and undernourished and the
same was the situation across the interior of Sindh. He was critical of doctors who would advise
mothers to bottle-feed their children. “This is malpractice and a crime,” he remarked. “We are

ounaiis z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. ¥
Forum v




27

TV channels broadcasting
‘unwanted’ content may be

blocked
Daily Dawn, March 24,2015

Mobile meter reading Line
losses reduced, most dues

recovered: Gepco chief
Daily Dawn, March 24,2015

Doctors get record

promotions: Kh. Salman
The Statesman, March 24,2015

NEPRA grants 90MW power

generation licences The News,
March 24,2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

not committed to our nation and so the children,” he added.

Prof Saifullah Jamro, the dean faculty of medicine at the Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
Medical University, in his paper ‘Our children our future’ said government and society both were
supposed to ensure children’s physical, mental and social well being. He criticised abysmal
(0.72 per cent) allocation for health sector in budget and questioned “why we quote Thar where
children die of malnutrition; the situation across northern Sindh is no different”. In this context,
he shared his experience during his post-flood visits and surveys of the areas.

He said ignoring the health awareness factor was a tragedy, and predicted that in the coming 10
years, India China and Pakistan would be on top of the HIV/Aids list. Currently, he added,
Pakistan was on top of the list of countries registering low birth-weight. Birth asphyxia in the first
minute of delivery causes mental retardation. He said the Expanded Programme of
Immunisation (EPI) coverage was less than 45 per cent and deaths due to malnutrition stood at
54 per cent.

Prof Khursheed Abbasi claimed that less than 30 per cent children were vaccinated but the
actual data was not disclosed to health professionals. He called breastfeeding the ‘first
vaccination’, and said polio campaigns had affected routine immunisation against all other
diseases. He said ‘prevention’ was the most neglected option in the health sector.

Prof Dr Abdul Hameed Shaikh discussed recently-introduced ‘Continuing medical and dental
education’ and stressed that a doctor must complete the ‘credit hours’ for continuing education
before seeking registration with the PMDC.However, Dr Shabaig Chandio of the Pakistan
Medical Association rejected the idea and vowed to challenge it in court.

Prof N.A. Channa, the SICH pioneer and former principal of the Chandka Medical College,
presided over the seminar, where separate sessions for lady doctors, mothers and families were
held.Prof Channa said when he joined the CMC children hospital in 1980 it was just a 40-bed
hospital but now it had flourished to the status of an institute. He observed that the people
hailing from Larkana who remained in power and the other stakeholders did not own this
hospital, which hit snags.“Once a minister was presented a development plan for this hospital
but he threw it into the dust bin,” Prof Channa lamented. He, however, appreciated efforts by the
present team of doctors in the progress and uplift of the institute. He hoped that it would soon
become one of the country’s best health facilities for children.Dr Arbab Ali Junejo and a host of
other speakers presented their papers in separate sessions.A large number of doctors from
Larkana, Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Dadu, Sukkur, Khairpur and other districts attended the
seminar.

ISLAMABAD: The government is mulling the option of blocking transmission of TV channels to
cable operators and television sets to stop the broadcast of ‘unwanted’ content.For this, the
government has discussed a possible amendment to the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (Pemra) Act 2007.Dawn has learnt that the amendments would empower the Authority
to ‘de-link’ the signals of a specific television channel towards any satellite, which would ensure
that no cable operator or television set gets the broadcast.In order to do this, Pemra would
require the help of the Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (Suparco).

GUJRANWALA: Gujranwala Electric Power Company (Gepco) Chief Executive Zahoor Ahmad
Chohan claimed on Monday the company reduced 27pc line losses and recovered 99.8pc of
outstanding dues.He also said the company has initiated mobile meter reading in 14 sub-
divisions, while it is detecting electricity theft of about 15,000 to 20,000 units daily.He said he
had constituted three teams for checking and raiding and he himself was monitoring
them.Speaking at a briefing, Chohan elaborated that transformers had been installed in Sialkot,
Pasrur and Gujranwala to provide smooth supply of electricity to consumers.He said more than
14,327 new domestic and commercial connections had been given last month while a head
draftsman suspended from service for giving a connection to a flour mill despite an overloaded
transformer. The superintending engineer concerned was being interrogated.He said efforts
were being made to repair defective or burnt transformers and meters in Sialkot and Gujrat.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister's Advisor on Health, Khawaja Salman Rafiq has said that
record promotions of doctors into next grades had been made and thousands of new vacancies
have been created for four tier service structure during Shahbaz Sharif govermment.He said,
Health Department promoted 450 doctors as Senior Registrar including batch of 2009, and 300
doctors as Senior Medical Officers (SMOs) in Grade-18, while working papers to promote 600
more Medical Officers (MOs) as SMOs had also been prepared and presented in next the DPC
meeting. A total of 6,332 SMOs posts existed in Health Department, therefore, all the MOs with
5-year service would be made SMOs, he added.

Khawaja Salman said that under four-tier service structure of doctors, he said, the Punjab Chief
Minister approved 8,349 posts for male doctors and 2350 posts for lady doctors. With this
initiative, he said, 3342 seats of Additional Principal Medical Officer (Grade-19) and 528 of
Principal Medical Office (Grade 20) have become available. — APP

KARACHI: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has granted generation
licences to three sugar mills to set up bagasse-run plants with a cumulative capacity of 90
megawatts, revealed an official document. Bandhi Powergen Company (Pvt) Ltd, a subsidiary of
Bandhi Sugar Mills Limited, Ansari Powergen Company (Pvt) Ltd, a subsidiary of Ansari Sugar
Mills Limited and TAY Powergen Company Limited, a subsidiary of Tando Allah Yar Sugar Mills
Limited have planned to set up 30MW bagasse-based thermal power generation plant each.

A number of sugar mills have proposed to implement co-generation power projects in order to
take advantage of the incentives offered by the government and to integrate the expansion
project for future mill operations. At present, bagasse-based power costs Rs10/unit,
hydroelectricity Rs2.50/unit, natural gas power around Rs5/unit and electricity produced through
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diesel costs Rs23 to Rs28/unit. Officials said the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of
the Cabinet, in its meeting held on March 6, approved the framework for power cogeneration
2013 bagasse and biomass as an addendum to the Renewable Energy Policy 2006. This
framework is effective for all high pressure cogeneration projects, utilising sugarcane raw and
biomass.

NEPRA had already approved Rs10.50/unit as the upfront tariff for power generation through
bagasse by sugar mills.NEPRA spokesman said this upfront tariff is to encourage sugar mills to
produce around 1,500 megawatts on fast-track basis. “The approval of upfront tariff for sugar
mills will encourage them to plan their investment in this new sector for steering the country out
of the power crisis,” the official said. “The government plans to generate around 3,000MW of
cheaper electricity through sugarcane bagasse on fast-track basis and investors will be
facilitated and encouraged.”

Necessary amendments will also be made in the existing co-generation and renewable energy
policies to make it simplified and investor-friendly. Pakistan is the world’s fifth largest sugarcane
producer, annually producing 50 million tons of sugarcane, which yields more than 10 million
tons of bagasse. The officials said power generation from bagasse will not only reduce the
furnace oil import, but also save Rs33 billion to Rs49 billion worth of foreign exchange per
annum. The country has 87 sugar mills with the capacity to generate 3,000MW from bagasse in
winter season.

Currently, seven sugar mills sell their surplus power to government, including Layyah Sugar
Mills with an installed capacity of 9.2MW and export of 4MW; Hamza Sugar Mills 23.6MW and
Shakarganj Sugar Mills operating a 20MW co-generation power plant. Al-Noor Sugar Mills
generates 21.8MW and now plans to increase its capacity to 36.8MW. Rahim Yar Khan Sugar
Mills produces 18MW and sells 10MW. Likewise, Al-Moiz Sugar Mills generates 27MW and
exports 15MW, while JDW Sugar Mills generates 22MW with a surplus of 10MW. In Pakistan,
sugar mills generally operate during winter from November through April. The country’s power
generation capacity is at the lowest level during these six months due to water and gas
shortages. Additional power generation through a local renewable biomass fuel will not only
help the country overcome its chronic power shortages but also save precious foreign exchange
spent on furnace oil import. Furthermore, efficient use of a biomass fuel like bagasse is
environment- friendly with low greenhouse gas emission.

ISLAMABAD: China has offered to export 4,000MW of electricity to Pakistan for which a
memorandum of understanding will be signed in a couple of days. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
gave a go-ahead to his economic team last week for early finalisation of the accord. “We have
received a draft MoU from China,” an official of the ministry for water and power told Dawn. An
official delegation had gone to Beijing to discuss the draft with officials of the State Grid China,
he said. The legal team of the Private Power and Infrastructure Board and the National
Transmission and Despatch Company had proposed some changes in the draft, the official
said, adding that the 4th meeting of Pakistan-China Joint Cooperation Commission to be held in
Beijing on March 25 would review the proposed changes.

The meeting would also finalise the agreement for signing during the coming visit of Chinese
President Xi Jinping to Pakistan, he said. The two sides will also discuss modalities, including
the financing of the transmission line, tariff and deadline for completion of the project. Water and
Power Minister Khwaja Asif hinted on Monday that the project would be ready by 2018. The
government has already announced to add 10,400MW to the national grid with the help of China
by 2017 under early harvest projects. Under the early harvest programme, Pakistan and China
have made substantial progress for installation of three coal-based power plants to generate
3,300MW of electricity. The National Transmission and Despatch Company and State Grid
China will also sign a cooperation agreement on two transmission lines from Matiari to Lahore
and Matiari to Faisalabad.

KARACHI: The Sindh government is extremely perturbed over the increase in polio cases from
districts other than Karachi as the number was significantly smaller than that of the metropolis in
the past two years, it emerged on Sunday.The provincial health authorities have already
reported four polio cases from three districts of northern Sindh in the current month, which too is
considered to be alarming given the fact that for many years Sindh had reported its first case
not before May. A comparison of confirmed polio cases in Karachi and the rest of Sindh in the
previous four years shows that Karachi’'s share was nine out of 33 in 2011; the next year it
recorded no confirmed case out of four in the province. But the situation reversed in 2013 when
Karachi’s contribution was eight out of 10 cases in Sindh while it increased phenomenally last
year when 23 of 30 cases in the province were reported from Karachi.This year all the four
cases have been reported from the northern districts of Sindh.

Two of the cases reported this year have been reported from Dadu and one each from the
Qambar-Shahdadkot and Sukkur districts. The officials took pride while claiming that not a single
case had been reported in Karachi since November last year, yet they were perturbed over the
increasing incidence of the virus in the districts, where it had almost been in control since
2012.“It has become a huge headache for us and denied us to feel ourselves in a comfort zone
because of gains in Karachi,” said a senior official in the provincial health department.

Departmental investigations have been ordered to look into the causes behind the increase in
the polio cases in otherwise polio free districts and special polio campaigns are being launched
to target children there.Critics said the situation had also exposed the narrow vision of the
authorities concerned who focused on the tangible dangers in the so-called high-risk union
councils and positively won gains but, on the other hand, failed to keep control on the rest of the
province. In Karachi, too, the officials conceded, the security situation remained fragile, which
used to force polio campaigns cancelled or postponed as the required police could not be made
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available due to a host of reasons.The officials, however, said they were trying to formulate a
strategy to equally concentrate on the entire province as it was not just the Pakhtun community
alone which had been a victim of the disease, mainly because of its hesitation against the
vaccination campaigns, but other communities in the province were too being targeted by the
virus for variety of reasons.They said that an emergency operation centre to take care of polio
situation was being planned for the entire province to be mapped for the disease instead of just
parts of its largest metropolis.

DERA MURAD JAMALI: A gas pipeline was blown up in Khan Ghar Jamali area near Dera
Allahyar town of Jaffarabad district on Sunday.Police said saboteurs placed an improvised
explosive device near the pipeline and detonated it by remote control, damaging a big portion of
the pipeline. Gas supply to many villages was suspended because of the explosion.Police said
repair work on the pipeline would start on Monday after security clearance.

ISLAMABAD: The first cargo of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) exported by Qatari supplier,
Qatargas, is scheduled to reach the Port Qasim LNG terminal on March 26. Sources said that
Qatar is providing the LNG to Pakistan at $8 to $9 per Million British Thermal Units
(MMBTU).The need to import LNG is a result of the relatively higher cost of power generation
through furnace oil and diesel fuel.Earlier this month, Federal Minister for Petroleum and Natural
Resources Shahid Khagan Abbasi had said “Pakistan heavily relies on its import of furnace oil
and diesel to fuel power stations and both fuels are relatively expensive as compared to LNG,
which is cheaper and a more efficient alternative. LNG is also cleaner and considered
environment-friendly.”

A deal for the provision of LNG was signed in mid-March with Qatargas.According to official
sources at the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources, the first cargo of LNG will arrive in
Karachi on March 26.The Qatari government has informed the Petroleum Ministry and Engro
Corporation Ltd that the filling of 68,000 cubic feet of LNG in the Q-Flex LNG carrier is currently
underway.After the cargo reaches Pakistan, the LNG will be re-gasified and, on March 31,
injected into the Sui Southern Gas Company Ltd (SSGCL) network through Engro’s re-
gasification terminal at Port Qasim. The SSGCL is then required to transfer it to the Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Ltd (SNGPL) at the Zamzama-Sawan gas establishment.The LNG will
initially be provided to four Independent Power Producers (IPPs) in Punjab, including Kot Addu
Power Company (Kapco).In the second phase of the operation, fuel will be used for
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and in the third, it will be supplied to the fertiliser sector.The
$135 million Engro Elengy Terminal Limited (ETPL) — a subsidiary of Engro Corporation
terminal at Port Qasim - was completed in record time, according to Shaikh Imran-ul-Haq, CEO
of ETPL (who made this claim earlier in March).

Imran-ul-Haq had gone on to say “If the commodity is not delivered by March 31, 2015, the
government would be liable to pay the capacity charges.”The cost to the government of not
utilising the ETPL would be $272,000 per day after March 31.Concerns over the specifications
of the terminal were raised by Qatargas with the Port Qasim Authorities (PQA) at a meeting on
March 9. Qatargas officials said a series of steps were required to be completed by PQA “as
soon as possible in order for the terminal to be accessible”.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) has started providing medical
assistance to pollen allergy patients in its emergency ward and outpatient department (OPD) of
Pulmonology Department.Around 50 patients visited the PIMS emergency for oxygen and
nebulization during the last 24 hours, PIMS spokesman Dr. Wasim Khawaja said.He said
keeping in view the situation, extra staff has been deputed in the emergency ward to treat pollen
allergy patients.He said that 50 nebulization machines have been installed to facilitate incoming
patients. He added special arrangements have been made to admit serious patients at
Pulmonology department of the hospital like availability of ventilators for serious patients.He
said that mild patients visit Pulmonology department while serious patients visit the emergency
ward. He said that during the current month so far 1000 pollen allergy patients visited the
hospital with different complications.He advised pollen allergy patients to adopt precautionary
measures to avoid any complication. — APP

Pakistan has ordered mobile users to get their SIM cards verified through fingerprints.
According to the engadget.com web site, this move is aimed to discourage extremists from
relying on local carriers to communicate or trigger bombs. People have until April 13th (carriers
have to comply by April 15th) to get their digits on the record if they want to keep their cell
service intact. Pakistan is determined to prevent terrorists from using untraceable cell phone
accounts to coordinate attacks like that in Peshawar. For this Pakistan in this process is eroding
civil liberties of its people. The sheer scale of the fingerprint program could leave many
upstanding people in the lurch. There are roughly 50 million SIM cards that haven't been
registered so far, many of them in rural areas where participation is difficult. Even if Pakistan
makes the deadline, that's not exactly a resounding victory, it still means that tens of millions of
residents are losing some of the freedom that comes with anonymity.

JAFFARABAD: A 12-inch diameter gas supply pipeline was blown up by unidentified persons
in Dera Allahyar Khan area of the district on Sunday. According to police sources, the pipeline
was blasted by an improvised explosive device attached to it. The gas supply was disrupted to
the adjoining area. Law enforcement agencies personnel reached the site and cordoned off the
entire area.Meanwhile, unknown men fired a rocket which damaged a wall of house near Pirkoh
area of Dera Bugti on Sunday.According to Levies force, a rocket was fired from an unknown
location which hit the wall of the house of Khair Bakhsh Bugti in Gharib Nawaz Colony. No loss
of life was reported. — APP
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