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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: International Rescue Committee (IRC) Pakistan is implementing relief assistance
program for 750 earthquake affected families of district Shangla in collaboration with Help in Need
(HIN). This relief assistance program is aimed at assisting the affected population in their struggle
of survival and restoration after the massive earthquake of Badakhshan shook the northern terrains
of Pakistan on October 26, 2015.

In order to oversee the ongoing distribution activities under its relief assistance program, the senior
officials from the two NGOs visited the local communities in Shangla on January 8, 2016. IRC
initiated its relief assistance program in December 2015 in the two most affected Union Councils;
Pir Abad and Dheri of Shangla. Up till now, 615 families have been provided with food items i.e.
wheat flour, cooking oil, pulses, non-food items inclusive of household utensils, hygiene kits and
winterized tents.

During the visits to the affected communities, officials from IRC Pakistan and HIN sought their
feedback on the continued relief activities as well as about the on-ground challenges they are
facing through the path of rehabilitation. A meeting among IRC officials and the district government
representatives was also held at District Head Quarter Shangla, with Assistant Commissioner
Shangla, Mr. Javaid Khan and Tehsil Nazim Mr. Tahir Khan. The consultations in this meeting
highlighted that substantial assistance has been provided by the government and humanitarian
organizations for the reconstruction of the damaged houses. Nevertheless these reconstruction
efforts need to be augmented by interventions based on international standards for earthquake
resistant construction designs. Due to the destruction caused by the earthquake and harsh weather
conditions there is a calling crisis in terms of lack of clean water, sanitation and hygiene facilities.
The affected population thus is facing ever greater health risks posed by the lack of such facilities.

Shangla, marked as one of the least developed districts of the country, received highest blow in
terms of the destruction caused by the calamitous earth quake. With a death toll of 50 people, 184
were injured inclusive of women and children, where 12,775 houses were partially or completely
damaged.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) has once again taken up
a project to protect human health and environment by monitoring air, water and land pollution. They
intend to do this by reinitiating abatement activities which were discontinued after former director
general Dr Khursheed Khan left the country in June 2015.

After emerging from its dormant state, the Pak-EPA has recently issued three fresh environmental
protection orders (EPOs) in addition to notices to potential violators of environmental regulations in
the limits of Islamabad. The parties that were issued EPOs include Lawari Filling Station and
Fortune Lakeview Residency, near Bani Gala, and Al Ghurair Giga in Defence Housing Authority
Phase .

“Pak-EPA has issued strict guidelines in order to stop pollution, and in case of noncompliance,
legal action is initiated against violators including confiscation of machinery and shutting down the
unit,” an official at Pak-EPA told The Express Tribune on condition of anonymity.

However, he said that the polluting party has the right to submit an explanation against the issued
EPO within 30 days. The Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC) has also delegated an additional
charge on EPA Director-General Irfan Tariq of running its daily affairs at a time when the agency’s
enforcement and compliance assurance wings are non-functional. Further, he is also charged with
monitoring EPA’s environmental laboratory.

“The recent abatement activities were taken by Pak-EPA on pursuance and directions of Tariq to
address the environment issue in the capital by taking Zahid Hamid, the minister climate change,
and Secretary Climate Change Arif Ahmed Khan on board,” a Pak-EPA official said.

He further shared that Tarig had a meeting with two of the directors, namely Ziaul Islam and
Ziaudin Khattak, and an assistant director, Rashid Cheema, on Friday. Tariq is said to have
instructed them to immediately develop a policy to control emissions from motor vehicles, and
develop a framework for pollution caused by plastic bags. In addition, he instructed them to submit
a strategy on how the EPA laboratory can be made functional within the next few days.

In case of failure in fulfilling Pak-EPA’s orders, the environmental watchdog can file a case in the
environmental tribunal under Section 17 of Environmental Act, 1997, and a fine of up to Rs1 million
can be imposed in addition to confiscating and sealing violating properties.

PESHAWAR: After five years of floods that eventually wreaked havoc in 2010 in Pakistan, the first-
ever district disaster management unit (DDMU) started operating in Charsadda.lt was launched by
Participatory Rural Development Society (PRDS), a local nonprofit organisation which works on
disasters and floods across the province, a press release issued on Saturday stated. Charsadda
was hit the worst by floods in 2010 as three maijor rivers flow through the district. Communities
there are still recovering from the damage.

The PRDS concluded its nine-month-long project, called Humanitarian Capacity-building for
Strengthening Disaster Management System in Charsadda. The project was funded by Oxfam
Novib, a humanitarian organisation.

The unit has been provided with basic equipment like boats, life-saving jackets and other effective
information-monitoring system. The press release quoted PRDS Program Officer Arjumand Shah
as saying, “The project has been designed to raise the voice and strengthen the capacity of local
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communities and vulnerable populations, organisations working for women'’s rights, local NGOs
and district officials.”"He said PRDS trained district officials and volunteers from local communities
and briefed them about activities regarding emergency and relief work for DDMU.

Economic losses under the ‘business-as-usual’ emissions scenario could be 60 per cent higher
than previously estimated, and this could reduce the region’s gross domestic product by up to 11
per cent per year by 2100, the ADB said in an analysis updating a 2009 report that estimated a 7-
per-cent annual reduction in combined economic output due to climate change. “The economic
costs of not reining in greenhouse-gas [GHG] emissions are more serious than we previously
estimated,” said ADB chief economist Shang-Jin Wei. “At the same time, this new study also shows
that reducing emissions and stabilising the climate will produce benefits and avoid losses for
Southeast Asia, which in the long run sharply outweigh the costs of action.”An ADB brief which
summarises these findings, “Southeast Asia and the Economics of Global Climate Stabilisation”,
was released during the “COP21” conference on climate change in Paris.

The study looks at the economic impact of climate change across a range of scenarios, including
business-as-usual, and another which sees countries taking steps to limit their GHG emissions to
keep temperatures from rising more than 2 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial era level.The
global analysis focuses on the region’s five largest economies — Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam — which account for 90 per cent of the region’s emissions.

Southeast Asia’s carbon emissions are just 7.4 per cent of the global total. However, the region has
experienced rapid economic growth in recent years, and its GHG emissions have rapidly increased
— at nearly 5 per cent per year over the last two decades.Deforestation and land use account for
most of the emissions. Energy efficiency in most of Southeast Asia is improving more slowly than in
other areas of developing Asia or the world as a whole, while coal and oil have been rising rapidly
as sources of primary energy. Southeast Asia’s per capita emissions are currently near the world
average, the report found.

In the study, the ADB noted that mitigation could be achieved by reducing land-use emissions,
increasing the efficiency of energy usage, and replacing carbon-intensive fuels with cleaner
alternatives.The region can reduce the cumulative emissions significantly if it can increase energy
efficiency. Low-carbon energy, such as from biomass and coal with carbon capture and storage, is
most important in the longer term. The task is difficult. The ADB’s study shows that regional
emissions must be cut by more than 60 per cent from the business-as-usual scenario, so that the
concentration of GHGs can be stabilised at 500 parts per million (ppm) of carbon-emission
equivalent by 2050.‘Avoided deforestation’ is the major near-term low-cost abatement opportunity
for Indonesia and Malaysia, where deforestation accounts for a large share of emissions.

Inclusion of averted deforestation in carbon markets could benefit the rest of the region by lowering
carbon prices.The GDP costs of mitigation are 50 per cent higher for Indonesia and 20 per cent
higher for the rest of Southeast Asia if avoided deforestation is not available for mitigation in
various scenarios, according to the study.The report quantifies the net benefits to the region from
acting to stabilise the climate, which are estimated at as much as five to 11 times more than the net
costs.The study assessed direct benefits from less climate change, such as improved crop yields,
as well as the effects of improved air quality and better transportation that come directly from steps
to reduce emissions.Those steps have also been found to cost less as a share of GDP than the
region has already been spending on energy policies, such as fossil-fuel subsidies.Reducing
emissions will require action on a number of fronts, including a sharp reduction in the rate of
deforestation, which accounts for the majority of Southeast Asia’s current emissions.

Lowest-cost opportunity

Averting deforestation represents the lowest-cost opportunity for emissions reductions and could
generate half of the cumulative regional mitigation through the mid-2030s.The region must also
step up efforts on energy efficiency with technologies that improve and reduce power use, which is
found to be the biggest source of long-term emissions reduction.

The study notes that without changing existing energy-use patterns, which include fast-growing use
of coal and oil, GHG emissions are likely to be 60 per cent higher in 2050 than in 2010. Reducing
emissions is also contingent on developing and introducing low-carbon energy technologies, which
would allow the GDP cost of decarbonisation to peak within 20-25 years.Carbon capture and
storage is a key technology to reduce emissions that the region should explore further, the report
suggests.

The study found that by 2050, an additional US$30 billion (nearly Bt1.1 trillion) would need to be
invested annually in Southeast Asia’s power generation alone under a 500ppm scenario, but that
this increased cost would be offset by savings in other energy investments.The ADB also supports
new research on advanced low-carbon energy sources. This will require over $2 billion annually
from Southeast Asia by the early 2020s under the 550ppm scenario.

This investment seems small compared with the regional subsidies on fossil fuels. The region in
2010 spent more than 3 per cent of GDP on such subsidies, the bank noted, which is much higher
than the estimated costs of climate stabilisation.“Reducing these subsidies in a gradual and
targeted manner — as Indonesia did in early 2015 — can free the resources needed to finance a low-
carbon transition, while setting the right price signals for low-carbon development,” it said.

ISLAMABAD: A two-day meeting of National Disaster Management Plan Steering Committee
(NDMPSC) on Friday reviewed the implementation of National Disaster Management Plan’s key
interventions in Pakistan.

The meeting, chaired by National Disaster Management Authority Chairman Major General Asghar
Nawaz, showed concern over slow implementation of actions indicated by it. It mandated
monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of National Disaster Management Plan 2012-2022
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Strong quake shakes KP,

Dawn News,January 8, 2016

(NDMP) besides providing strategic policy guidelines in the realm of disaster management. The
committee appreciated the efforts of NDMA. Various implementing organisations presented the
progress achieved in implementation of the respective activities as indicated in NDMP and
highlighted the key challenges faced by them in this regard.

Major component of NDMP is related to structural activities and federal and provincial agencies
especially FFC, PMD, provincial irrigation departments, etc have to take lead role in this regard and
implement projects through their respective annual development programmes. As regarding non-
structural components for non-structural interventions the forum was informed that NDMP
Implementation Roadmap was unveiled on October 19, 2015 by NDMA. It focuses on risk
assessments, capacity building and awareness. Two new concepts including Government Officials
Emergency Response Exercise (GOERE) and Mobilisation of Volunteers Emergency Response
Exercise (MOVERE) were also introduced to enhance the response capacities at the lowest tier of
Disaster Management districts with the elements of Disaster Risk Reduction.

The Roadmap was well taken by all the development partners and the response is very
encouraging. The meeting was attended by members of the steering committee, PDMAs and
directors general the key stakeholders Planning, Development and Reforms Division, Finance
Division, Economic Affairs Division, Ministry of Water and Power, Ministry of Ports and Shipping,
Ministry of Information Technology and Telecom, Pakistan Meteorological Department, Federal
Flood Commission, Geological Survey of Pakistan, SUPARCO, GCISC, National Institute of
Disaster Management and Provincial Irrigation Departments.

ISLAMABAD: In a National Consultative Dialogue organized Saturday by Mediations Pakistan and
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), a select gathering of media anchors, journalists,
analysts, representatives of print media and civil society experts participated.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Dr. Mussadaq Malik while sharing his remarks in the
Consultative Dialogue said that a specialized training and expertise is required for media reporting
during disasters. “Role of media is pivotal in managing the impacts of the disaster and we need to
learn from our mistakes”, said Dr. Mussadaq Malik during his remarks.

Earlier Mr. Wajih Akhtar from Mediations Pakistan presented the context of the Consultative
Dialogue. Mr. Wajih Akhtar said that Pakistan has a vibrant media industry therefore it is imperative
to get the point of views from media while making any guideline about disaster management plans
in the country. The objective of today’s Consultative Dialogue is to brainstorm on the role of media
in disaster management and identify key challenges that come in the course of objective reporting.

Chairman NDMA, Major General Asghar Nawaz in his welcome remarks highlighted the fact that
Pakistan is a land prone to disasters therefore we need a vigilant media to inform and educate
public to take preemptive measures in disasters. Media has an ability to become eyes and ears of
NDMA and guide us to plan better in the future.

Senator Nuzhat Sadiq, National Chairperson, Pakistan Girl Guides Association said that the main
role is to educate the masses to remain calm in case of any disaster. “We lose more lives due to
panic during disasters” said Senator Nuzhat Sadiq in her remarks.

Participants during the candid discussion shared their perspectives to improve the role of media in
disaster management. Key participants include Muhammad Ziauddin, Mazhar Abbas, Jamal Shah,
P J Meer, Waseem Badami, Asghar Nadeem Syed, Dr. Farzana Bari, Mati Ullah Jan, Abdul Sattar
Khan, Faisal Rehman, Anwar ul Hasan, Abdur Rauf, Beenish Saleem, Munizae Jahangir, Nadia
Mirza, Saira Kabeer, Sahir Lodhi, Dr. Moeed Pirzada, Ammar Masood, Faisal Shakeel Syed and
key reporters from print and electronic channels.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Red Crescent (PRC) Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Chairperson Lieutenant
General (retd) Mohammed Hamid Khan inaugurated a state-of-the-art warehouse at Bab-e-
Qadeem in the city to store goods in case of a disaster.It has a storage capacity of roughly 3,000
non-food packages, according to a handout.

During the inauguration ceremony on Thursday, the chairman was told the warehouse was
constructed in collaboration with the German Red Cross (GRC) and stretches over an area of six
kanals. The modern construction has an elevated structure and firefighting equipment. Mohammed
Hamid was also told the structure was built based on earthquake safety guidelines at a cost of
Rs12.7 million.In his speech, the chairperson said there was always a need for a proper warehouse
to store goods that enable a timely response to any disaster.

He also discussed the quick response of the PRC to the earthquake on October 26, 2015 and said
it was only possible because of the organisation’s small warehouses in the most vulnerable
districts. “| am very pleased to learn that PRC has always chosen the furthest and hardest [to
reach] districts for humanitarian assistance.”

Earlier, GRC Head of Office Hannelore Schnelzer said she was impressed with the construction of
the warehouse. She was proud of the collaboration between the two entities to reach vulnerable
people in the province. Schnelzer emphasised a proper warehouse was necessary to combat
disasters.PRC managing committee member Nawaz Khan donated Rs100,000 to his organisation
for its outstanding response to the recent earthquake.

GRC Construction delegate Dorothy Schmitt, International Committee of the Red Cross sub-
delegation head Mirjam Lea Muller, members of the managing committee as well as officials and
volunteers of the PRC were also present.

PESHAWAR: Strong earthquake jolts were felt in parts of Islamabad and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) on Friday.The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) said the earthquake magnitude
was 5.9, with its epicentre in the Afghanistan-Tajikistan border region.

However, the United States Geological Survey reported the magnitude of the earthquake was 5.0
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and traced its origin to the Jarm region in Afghanistan. Residents reported that tremors were felt in
Peshawar, Malakand, Mansehra, Haripur and Abbottabad.Fear and panic spread among citizens,
who left their homes and workplaces and ran onto the streets.No casualties have been reported as
yet.This is the third quake reported to hit the northern areas since 2016 began.These areas are still
reeling from a strong 7.5 magnitude quake which struck in Oct 2015, killing over 300 people in both
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Shangla, Chitral, Swat and Dir were among the worst-hit places in the
region. Many houses in the quake-affected areas were reduced to rubble and survivors have had to
spend winter sleeping in the open — or in tents.

On Dec 25, 2015, over 30 people were injured as a 6.2 magnitude earthquake was felt in parts of
Pakistan, Afghanistan and India.

Pakistan is located in the Indus-Tsangpo Suture Zone, which is roughly 200 km north of the
Himalaya Front and is defined by an exposed ophiolite chain along its southern margin.This region
has the highest rates of seismicity and largest earthquakes in the Himalaya region, caused mainly
by movement on thrust faults.

Along the western margin of the Tibetan Plateau, in the vicinity of south-eastern Afghanistan and
western Pakistan, the South Asian plate translates obliquely relative to the Eurasia plate, resulting
in a complex fold-and-thrust belt known as the Sulaiman Range.Faulting in this region includes
strike-slip, reverse-slip and oblique-slip motion and often results in shallow, destructive
earthquakes.The PMD recorded about 851 seismic disturbances in 2015.

On 08 January,2016 02:39 pm Jolts of earthquake were felt across Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and
Punjab on Friday. ISLAMABAD (Web Desk / AFP) — An earthquake measuring 5.9 magnitude was
felt in the parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab on Friday, Local TV reported. There were no
immediate reports of damage or casualties. The jolts were felt in Swat, Upper Dir, Lahore,
Peshawar, Nowshera, Malakand, Abbottabad, Sargodha, Rawlakot, Muzaffarabad, Bagh, Lower
Dir, Khyber Agency, Mardan, Skardu, Csarsadda, Shangla, Bisham, Swabi, Islamabad and
adjoining areas. The earthquake hit at a depth of 227 kilometres near Afghanistan-Tajikistan
border, sending people fleeing shaking buildings, prompting fears of aftershocks. In October last
year, a 7.5-magnitude quake in the same region ripped across Pakistan and Afghanistan, killing
nearly 400 people and flattening buildings in rugged terrain. For many in Pakistan, October‘s quake
brought back traumatic memories of a 7.6-magnitude quake that struck in October 2005, killing
more than 75,000 people and displacing some 3.5 million. Afghanistan is frequently hit by
earthquakes, especially in the Hindu Kush mountain range, which lies near the junction of the
Eurasian and Indian tectonic plates. In Nepal, a quake in April and a strong aftershock in May killed
more than 8,900 people.

ISLAMABAD (Web Desk / AFP) — An earthquake measuring 5.9 magnitude was felt in the parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab on Friday, Local TV reported. There were no immediate reports
of damage or casualties. The jolts were felt in Swat, Upper Dir, Lahore, Peshawar, Nowshera,
Malakand, Abbottabad, Sargodha, Rawlakot, Muzaffarabad, Bagh, Lower Dir, Khyber Agency,
Mardan, Skardu, Caarsadda, Shangla, Bisham, Swabi, Islamabad and adjoining areas. The
earthquake hit at a depth of 227 kilometres near Afghanistan-Tajikistan border, sending people
fleeing shaking buildings, prompting fears of aftershocks. In October last year, a 7.5-magnitude
quake in the same region ripped across Pakistan and Afghanistan, killing nearly 400 people and
flattening buildings in rugged terrain. For many in Pakistan, October's quake brought back
traumatic memories of a 7.6-magnitude quake that struck in October 2005, killing more than 75,000
people and displacing some 3.5 million. Afghanistan is frequently hit by earthquakes, especially in
the Hindu Kush mountain range, which lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian tectonic
plates. In Nepal, a quake in April and a strong aftershock in May killed more than 8,900 people.

RAWALPINDI: A committee formed by the Punjab Government to look into reasons for spread of
dengue during the winter season has reportedly found a dengue mosquito larva from the house of
a patient suffering from the viral fever in Dhoke Mustageem, The Express Tribune has learnt.

Informed sources said that the committee headed by Dr Jamal Nasir found the mosquito larva from
the house of 25-year-old Abdul Waheed, who was tested positive with the virus at the Holy Family
Hospital on December 30, 2015.The members of the committee also found presence of dengue
mosquitoes in different areas of Dhoke Mustageem.The work of the committee came under
discussion in a meeting held in the office of the District Coordination Officer (DCO) Sajid Zafar
Daal, here on Thursday.The meeting was convened to discuss efforts of the District Health and
other departments against the spread of dengue that has unexpectedly continued in the cold
weather. The meeting was attended by officials of the health, agriculture, social welfare, solid
waste, and education departments.The DCO asked the relevant departments to maximise their
efforts to end dengue in Rawalpindi.

He said that the anti-dengue teams needed to keep focus on the suspected areas.The DCO also
urged the solid-waste management company to keep the city clean.Daal expressed his annoyance
over absence of officials from the Auqaf Department (Evacuee Trust) in the meeting.

It may be mentioned here that the City District Government had trained over 1,000 workers to
launch anti-dengue campaign in 2015. The government had also hired some workers on daily
wages.The government ended the campaign in mid-November hoping that its earlier efforts and
onset of winter season would subdue the dengue.

Every year we see a lot of natural disasters in Pakistan, leaving thousands of deaths and
destruction behind them. One would expect that after suffering heavily because of lack of
preparations, we would learn our lesson and be much more prepared for such disasters, but
unfortunately that is not the case.

Disaster management is the process in which there is a coordination and utilization of available
resources for the purpose of dealing with emergencies and save as many lives as possible. Two
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major types of disasters are natural disasters and man-made. These disasters have a very heavy
toll on the human life and it can be minimized to a great extent with necessary precautions and
preparations. There are four major phases of disaster management: response, recovery, relief and
rehabilitation. In order to complete these phases successfully the pre-disaster phase of
preparedness is vital.

Disaster management is one of the most important concerns of a country. However, in Pakistan the
only solution to every disaster is seeking the help of Pakistan Army. Despite suffering heavy losses
due to earthquakes and annual flooding, Pakistan has yet not designed a proper disaster
management plan.Pakistan has fallen victim to huge disasters like the earthquake of October 2005.
The earthquake of October 2015, landslides and floods of 2010 are just the recent ones.

After the devastating earthquake of 2005, there was an effort done to device a proper structure for
disaster management and it evolved into establishment of National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA). The aim of establishing this authority was to avoid the lack of preparedness which was
faced in 2005, but the floods of 2010 exposed its weak management. Despite of an authority which
was supposed to deal with the situation, the government was forced to call the army. The Pakistan
Army was once again ordered to step in and help in the rescue operations during floods.The major
reason for the lack of effectiveness of NDMA is lack of practical approach, lack of transparency,
lack of seriousness and lack of coordination between the concerned authorities. The wide extent of
damage of 2010-11 floods was also owed to political interference. Officials responsible for quick
response said that it is not possible to predict weather accurately beyond a week and that is why
the authorities were not able to respond as quickly as they should have.

NDMA is an executive branch of NDMC (National Disaster Management Commission). NDMC is a
body headed by the prime minister and consisting of other important government officials-which
have failed to meet up since 2012. The 10 year plan that was formulated by NDMC in the wake of
destruction of 2010-11 flood has not been ratified as the committee has failed to meet
again.Pakistan has failed in the disaster management department miserably. The weak disaster
management results in damage to infrastructure, loss of life, loss of cattle, loss of crops and
outbreak of many diseases. The government always ends up asking for the help of Pakistan Army
in order to salvage the disastrous situation. The damage of 2010-2011 floods gave a very serious
jolt to already stumbling economy of Pakistan.

The need of an efficient disaster management authority is vital to avoid any more loss. It should be
one of the highest priorities of the government and there should be proper allocation of funds,
training and equipment. The communication between all the concerned authorities should be very
clear. It is important that Pakistan learns from its mistakes and develops a proper system instead of
just relying on the services of Pakistan Army.

Climate wallflower With the tinsel dust settling around the recently inked Paris Agreement, the highly anticipated
Express Tribune,January 5, 2016 accord that emerged from four years of stiff-upper-lip diplomacy on climate change, it is time for
policy implementers to take a hard look at what they negotiated into place at COP21. Developed
nations came forward to take responsibility for the carbon crisis and pledged funds for climate
mitigation, some of which have been mobilised already. All parties agreed to keep global warming
well below the 2°C level, and achieve ‘carbon neutrality’ by the second half of the 21st century; this
has been decried as clever wordplay to mean something close to zero emissions. As for developing
countries, the agenda varies depending on individual emission volumes and commitment to the
accord.

Where does Pakistan stand in all this? Nowhere, as far as big-ticket debates on 2°C caps or
climate finance go. The prime minister made a perfunctory speech at COP21, reflecting Pakistan’s
wallflower status and handed the climate baton back to those with “deep carbon footprints”.
Unfortunately, Pakistan’s current climate brief makes little contribution to global knowledge other
than confirming that the apocalypse has come sooner for some. Does that mean we wait for the
grass to grow under our feet until funds arrive for climate adaptation? No, there’s plenty to do in the
meantime to make ourselves relevant to the international climate debate.

Take cities, for instance. The twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad alone produce a billion
tonnes worth of greenhouse gas emissions per annum. Between 1991 and 2010, Islamabad’s
temperature grew at twice the rate of global temperatures and the change in temperature is
projected to be 2.2°C by 2069. Metropolises all over the world are stepping forward to join the
Compact of Mayors, in which cities voluntarily commit to creating climate data and enable local
climate action through public and private investments. The climate change vulnerability study
piloted for Islamabad, jointly undertaken by government bodies and UN-HABITAT, makes a
significant contribution to data in this respect and aids the work being done by civil society
organisations. By joining the Compact, the city administration of Islamabad can demonstrate its
capacity and sign up to international best practices on adaptation, resilience and reducing
vulnerability. It's about time our municipal governments appeared on the global grid to speak about
their significant lessons themselves.

Second, we need to start planting trees by the millions to sequester carbon. That's part of every
policy framework that the federal government has produced since 1955, but trees haven’t been
planted in the necessary droves. Other than an ambitious Billion Tree Tsunami campaign in
Khyber-Pakthunkhwa, whose first phase saw 11 million saplings planted over 6,000 hectares at a
cost of Rs886 million, there has been no other mass afforestation drive. Pakistan’s forest cover is a
mere four to five per cent of total landmass, lagging far behind all other South Asian countries other
than Afghanistan, and decreasing each year. Experts have called for a complete ban on tree-felling
to preserve forests and substituting wood in industry, construction and domestic use. Many large
cities have turned to growing urban forests to improve air quality and bring temperatures down.
Islamabad’s own green spaces have been cut back at an unprecedented scale over the last
decade — almost 200 square kilometres of unplanned urban sprawl have been added to the ICT’s

National
Journalists
Forum

g ©2016 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



AE INFORMED

<2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLET]

Committee to ascertain
why dengue spreading in
winter

Dawn News,January 4, 2016

Climate calamity
Express Tribune,January 4, 2016

Paris climate change
moot: Pakistan to get

concrete dividends
The News,January 4, 2016

4. %2016 www.alhasan.com
v

original master plan between 2000 and 2013, resulting in the development of numerous ‘urban heat
islands’. Around 45,000 cars are added each year to Islamabad’s traffic, whose fuel emissions
combine with the transport sector, resulting in three million tonnes of carbon each year. Urban
forests of indigenous trees are badly needed to offset this carbon cloud.

Third, citizens and civil society need to take the lead in climate audits. The Paris Agreement
requires all countries to report back every five years on mitigation efforts, and civil society groups
can undertake a capable audit of implementation in this sphere. Such groups have traditionally led
the charge — from disaster management to policy advocacy to research — being closest to the
communities that daily experience climate change as well as enabling the nexus between public
resources, institutions and vulnerable communities. The Paris Agreement creates new impetus for
public-private complementarity, in which both sectors must meet the other half way. There has to
be a move away from poster competitions as a means of engaging citizen interest on the one hand,
and greater private initiative in mitigation strategies on the other. Tree plantation schemes are a
great place to begin for both, and can usher in the gamut of mitigation and adaptation-related
processes. This must further be extended to corporate entities whose corporate social responsiblity
projects are already resourcing climate action in parts of Pakistan, but need to be scaled up with
the right messaging campaigns that generate public interest.

The Paris Agreement is built on ambition, tempered by a healthy dose of reality. By signing up to
the accord, Pakistan has committed itself to a new frontier of interests and imperatives that must be
realised sooner rather than later. There’s every chance it can, and should, take ownership and lead
the climate debate before the close of five years.

RAWALPINDI: The Punjab government formed a committee to look into the reasons why dengue
is spreading in the cold weather.The committee, led by Dr Jamal Nasir, with experts from Pir Meher
Ali Shah-Arid Agriculture University will start work from Monday.

A dengue patient is being treated at the Holy Family Hospital (HFH) and five other people thought
to be suffering from the virus also came to the hospital, though their tests came back negative.The
issue was taken up in a meeting chaired by the Minister for Labour and Manpower Raja Ashfaq
Sarwar held at the commissioner’s office. The minister had asked health experts about dengue still
affecting people in the winters.

The health experts has said they too were surprised that the virus was still persisting and said that
dengue mosquitoes could not survive temperatures of below 10 degrees Celcius.Hearing this, the
minister ordered the formation of a committee to look into the reasons for the virus still being
present in the city.Dr Nasir told Dawn that the committee would be looking at the medicines used
for fogging in the city and whether mosquitoes had grown resistant to the drugs.He said hospitals
had been asked to provide the committee with records of dengue patients.

“We will check all details about the patients. In most cases, the patients who have come from
abroad bring the virus from warmer places and develop the symptoms after a few days of landing
here. A few cases have been seen in the past when the patients had come from Saudia Arabia and
from Indonesia and after they had landed here, they had started developing symptoms of the virus”,
he said.

The committee will form teams and task them with checking 200 houses in the neighbourhoods of
diagnosed patients, Dr Nasir said. He added that the teams will be checking for mosquitoes inside
the houses, where it is warm.Dr Nasir said that experts from the agriculture university will report on
the dengue mosquitoes and its life span.The teams will suggest the medicines with which the
current drugs used in sprays can be replaced.‘It is very strange that despite extensive fogging in all
the union councils of the city, dengue patients are still coming to hospitals,” he said, adding that the
report will likely be presented in a week.From August to the end of November last year, more than
4,500 people contracted the dengue virus in Rawalpindi and 11 people died from it. In Lahore,
about 100 people suffered from the disease.

After an increase in deaths from the virus, the Punjab chief minister sent all secretaries, led by
Chief Secretary Khizar Hayat Gondal, to Rawalpindi and asked them to stay in the garrison city for
a fortnight to monitor the work of anti-dengue teams.

LAHORE: The delay in the onset of winter in some parts of Pakistan is a clear indication that the
country is among those most affected by climate change. Successive floods, heatwaves, rise in
temperatures and continuous melting of northern glaciers further strengthen this phenomenon.
Mainly due to its geological location on the world map, its physical landscape, natural climate
system, endemic poverty, outdated disaster management infrastructure and poor technical and
resource capabilities, Pakistan is vulnerable to rapid climate change.

Life in Pakistan is at a much greater risk because of unexpected spells of heatwaves, recurrent
floods, cyclones, droughts and scarcity of rains than it is at the hands of possible threats of war,
invasion or bombing. The government, however, seems to be indifferent to this looming threat and
its efforts towards the mitigation of this stark reality are almost close to naught. The most
embarrassing display by Pakistan at the Paris climate change conference 2015 can be cited in this
regard. The nation, as per a World Bank report of 2006, bears a loss amounting to $4.5 billion
annually from natural disasters induced by climate change but our measures to halt these changes
are largely inefficient. There should be a practical and unambiguous policy that should address the
line of action and future strategy to save our country from disastrous environmental changes. Our
legislative bodies must add this matter to the national agenda and accord it adequate attention.

One of the rejoicing outcomes of the Paris Agreement on climate change is endowment of due and
fair share to adaptation as a key policy instrument of the international climate change policy and as
for Pakistan’s contribution in this global exercise, it merits mention that Pakistan played an
instrumental role in Paris for securing adaptation that is an essential component of the new
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agreement.

These views were expressed, during a talk with The News, by UK-qualified Research and
Development Economist Bilal Anwar, former office-holder at the United Nations Framework
Convention for Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany that is helping in the implementation
of global programme of Clean Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol. Anwar has
remained posted in Bonn for ten years and currently, he is affiliated with Centre for Climate
Research and Development (CCRD) in COMSATS University, Islamabad. He also participated in
the December 2015 Paris moot as a Technical Resource Person in the Pak delegation led by
Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.

When asked to explain the Kyoto Protocol and the objectives and achievements of Paris
agreement with focus on Pakistan, the expert said, “Broadly, the agreement will be beneficial to
Pakistan in dealing with its inherent vulnerability to the harmful effects of climate change as the
agreement is based on the principle and ambition of keeping the global average temperature rise
between 2 and 1.5 degrees by the end of this century. Low carbon emissions and stabilisation of
temperature will diminish the negative impacts on region’s glacial topography on which the survival
of Pakistan is so heavily dependent. But at the same time the agreement’s compliance will require
a long-term policy perspective aiming at adapting to the inevitable consequences of climatic threats
and shifting toward low emission development pathways.

As regards the imposition of global cap on temperature increase, it will require dramatic slow-down
of carbon emissions by all countries including Pakistan. Paris agreement has come up with a
practical solutions’ package that includes financial assistance, technology transfer and capacity
building. In all, these essential and supportive elements of the agreement offer many good
opportunities for developing countries. And, they also offer a promising opportunity to Pakistanto
fulfill its desperate energy needs through predominantly renewable and cleaner technologies. This
would, obviously, require re-designing of our energy policy with clear goals for renewables and
having integrated mechanisms of climate finance and technology transfer”.

What did he mean by the term ‘climate finance’? Anwar replied, “With the commitment of 100 billion
dollars per year by the year 2020 by the developed countries in place along with presence of policy
vehicles of technology transfer, capacity building and loss damage, a lot can be achieved over the
period of next 15 years on the adaptation front in Pakistan.

There is much emphasis on adaptation these days while the other important facet is mitigation
which means reducing emissions from the atmosphere. But aren’t our farmers facing forced
adaptation? The reply was, “Yes, they are facing adaptation like for instance, mango farmers who
are facing forced adaptation off and on due to change in weather patterns.

Talking further about the adaptation factor, Bilal Anwar stated, “Adaptation to the climatic impacts
has justifiably been one of our key concerns and policy priorities, given our inherent vulnerabilities
and low resilience to the prevailing and future threats of climate change.

With adaptation forcefully anchored in the agreement, it opens up opportunities for Pakistan to
reach out to internationally obligated technical and financial assistance for undertaking climate-
resilient infrastructure development programmes, safeguard our agriculture sector against the new
and emerging climatic threats and strengthen our early warning systems”.

Dwelling upon the underlying factors, the expert opined, “Predominantly, climate change is human-
inducedand concentration of greenhouse gases is causing erratic weather conditions.”"What is
Pakistan’s contribution toward global warming or bad climate conditions? To this query, the expert
said, “Emissions from Pakistan were miniscule, just 0.8 %. However, we receive the impact
because we’re vulnerable, being geographically situated below the glacier. Not only that, our
farming community has alsos uffered a lot at the hands of climate change, facing floods, droughts
and smog. Even dengue disease’s roots are to be found in adverse climatic conditions, as revealed
recently in an American paper presented on climate effects.”

What is the level of research and scientific studies in this area? Answering this query, Anwar said,
“Under the United Nations, a full-fledged Inter-governmental panel on climate change is working on
a constant footing. It consists of more than 600 scientists whose assessments are considered
authentic worldwide. Of late, these scientists have come up with their fifth assessment. Even
otherwise, climate change sciences are on a vertical rise. All these are evolving sciences and they
include, inter alia, climatology, oceanography, physics and atmospherics etc.

Giving a clear picture of the Paris Climate Agreement, Anwar said, “It turned out to be a historic
accord courtesy the grueling negotiations carried out by the nations of the world which finally
agreed on this historic and landmark Climate Accord on December 12 last. The Paris Agreement,
as its title goes, has been broadly hailed to carry the best chance of addressing the adverse
impacts of the climate change for humanity over a long period of time. It is also celebrated to be
reasonably balanced in its ambition, scope and obligations for all groups of countries along with
required assurances and promises. In this sense, Paris left no one as a big loser and, moreover,
the potential for gaining for everyone is very much there. Rather, the Paris agreement largely
knocked down the long held divide between rich and developing countries as it imposes
responsibilities on everyone. Principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capacities was an intensely debated subject in Paris which consequently got diluted in the final
outcome.Now all member countries that of course include Pakistan, would be under the obligation
of more intense, elaborated and frequent reporting of their policy actions and measures associated
with their greenhouse gas emissions.”

The News then tried to ascertain the key elements of the Accord. The expert informed this scribe,
“Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) which we attempted to avoid in the first
instance (in the previous moots)are a key element of the Paris Agreement. In compliance, all
countries shall have to submit their INDCs periodically and in a more elaborate manner. In
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hindsight this may sound a burdensome obligation for Pakistan but at the same time it would allow
us to frame and align our long-term policy frameworks with the international climate change regime
and seek maximum benefits from different international mechanisms, for example: financing,
technology transfer, capacity building and most importantly claiming compensations under the loss
and damage mechanism for damages being incurred by Pakistan due to climate change-related
disasters. The good news is that the agreement recognizes the need for technical assistance to the
developing countries for preparing and submitting their INDCs.

The Paris agreement also reflects a shift in approach from previous international climate-related
legal instruments. It builds on the principle and understanding that with the increasing intensity and
frequency of natural disasters it is in the best interest of countries to take domestic actions to
address threats of climate change and align these actions with their international commitments
under the agreement.”

Talking about Pakistan’s representation, Bilal Anwar said, “It turned out to be excellent as adjudged
by many foreign delegations and groups which extended wonderful cooperation and collaboration
to Pakistani group that participated in Paris under the command of Prime Minister Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif. Our contingent was not so big like those of other countries but our people had
worked hard and went there fully prepared despite limited resources”.

In the end Bilal Anwar opined further: “Paris Agreement will enhance International Emission
Trading System which revolves around carbon credits that Pakistan can easily buy with the
assistance of voluminous climate finance.”

Bilal Anwar added that in the agreement there are powerful incentives and motivations to policy
and decision makers of Pakistan to mainstream climate change in all aspects of the development
planning so that we are not only able to meet our international commitments but also to seek
maximum benefits from various supporting mechanisms.

(o |10 E1TEN  EG L G TNy CAA ISLAMABAD: Environ-mental and beekeeping experts have termed rising temperature and
production unseasonal rains as the major causes of destruction of honeybees and reduction in honey
Dawn News,January 4, 2016 production.

The Pallas valley in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Kohistan district is home to the bees. The honey
harvested by the locals provides livelihood for the community but over the past few years the
production has dropped precipitously, according to the experts.Dr Mehmood Khalid Qamar, a PhD
in forests, said that the main reason for the decline of natural honey production was rapid
deforestation in KP and upper Punjab areas.While deforestation might had reduced honey
production, the unseasonal rains in recent years had destroyed it, he said.

Dr Rashid Hussain, Senior Scientific officer at the National Agriculture Research Centre’s
Honeybee Research Institute, said the rains had killed the flower blossoms from which the bees
collected nectar to make honey.Despite having the potential to be a major honey producer, the
country was at number 20 in this field, he said.

He said the Pakistani honey was special because it was made of nectar from flowers of berry trees
which were grown in abundance in the Potohar region.These trees can be seen on the boundary of
almost every chunk of land in Chakwal, Mianwali, Karak and Bannu districts.Unlike many other
trees, berry blossoms from mid-September to mid-October and this is the period when the bees
produce honey in their hives from the nectar extracted from the flowers, Dr Rashid said.

He said researchers had proved that honey made from berry trees had higher medicinal value, but
the flowers were being destroyed by unpredicted rains.When September approaches, the
beekeepers from various areas rush towards the Potohar region and set up their colonies along the
roads, he said.lt takes the bees at least a month to complete their work. After harvesting honey, the
beekeepers take it to Tarnab, the hub of honey trade in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, from where it is sold
to traders who export it to Arab countries, he said.

Ghulam Sarwar, Scientific Officer at the Honeybee Research Institute, said honey extracted from
the berry tree and Kalonji plant was the best but the berry trees were being cut in Chakwal district
which was a very discouraging sign for the industry. He said the beekeeping colonies were prone to
be washed away in floods and the government should make arrangements to rehabilitate
them.Naeem Qasmi, president of the Pakistan Beekeepers Association, said the cutting of berry
trees was going on without any check and the business would be badly affected if this was not
stopped.
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GILGIT: In a bid to root out extremism and maintain peace, the Gilgit-Baltistan government has
decided to audit financial matters of seminaries operating in the region. The initiative is aimed at
implementing the National Action Plan (NAP) which is devised to curb terrorist activities from
Pakistan. Insiders told The Express Tribune the decision was taken at a high-level meeting held in
G-B on Saturday. A government official requesting anonymity said, “There are 162 registered
madrassas in the region which have been receiving financial assistance from various sources over
the years.” He said, “Accounts of these seminaries will be audited to make sure funding isn’t spent
on terrorist activities.”

Schedule-IV ATA

Security agencies have listed at least 50 clerics as a “threat to the region’s peace”. “The
government is thinking of listing those clerics under schedule 4 [of the anti-terrorism act],” said
another official. In addition, the government has also decided to issue notices to clerics involved in
hate speech. There are certain clerics who have recently been found delivering speeches—
especially at Friday sermons—which could escalate sectarianism among the public. “If these
clerics don'’t refrain from making such speeches, they would be dealt with according to the NAP,”
said the official. The fourth schedule is a section of the Anti-Terrorism Act 1997 under which
someone who is suspected of terrorism is kept under observation; it is mandatory for her or him to
check in with the local police regularly.

Airport security

The federal government has asked the G-B government to tighten security at airports. “The step
has been taken in view of threats from the terrorists,” said an official, referring to a letter sent from
the National Crisis Management Cell Islamabad to the G-B government. The G-B government has
been asked to ensure foolproof security in the area, he added. Talking to journalists, Minister for
Information Ibrahim Sani said peace was essential for development reforms initiated by the G-B
government in the region. “Peace is our top priority and the society must help us by discouraging
troublemakers,” he said.

KARACHI: Law enforcement agencies claim to have arrested 22 more suspects, including target
killers and members of banned outfits, during ongoing targeted raids and operations in parts of the
metropolis on Saturday. Sindh police counter-terrorism department apprehended three suspects,
who were allegedly involved in politico-ethnic violence in the city. The accused were identified as
Zahid Ali alias Ajay, Afzal Asghar and Tariq Aurangzeb. They were taken into custody during
separate raids conducted on a tip-off at their hideouts in Jamshed Quarters and Korangi. CTD
official SSP Usman Bajwa claimed that the suspects belonged to a political party and Lyari gang
war. They have been involved in various cases of abductions and killings during the conflicts
between a political party and Lyari gang war in 2011 and 2012, the police said. The accused also
confessed to carrying out bomb attacks on the rally led by Uzair Jan Baloch in the old city area in
2011, the police added. The officials also seized a huge cache of weapons from their possession.
Cases against them have been registered and further investigation is underway.

On the other hand, the paramilitary force apprehended three alleged militants of a banned militant
outfit. According to the Rangers spokesperson, the arrests were made when a raid was conducted
at their hideout in Bilal Colony. The militants allegedly belong to banned militant outfit and
weapons were also seized from their possession, the spokesperson added. Separately, the police
took two alleged members of Tehreek-e-Taliban Mujahideen into custody. SHO Ghulam Rasool
Rajper said that the suspects, identified as Arshad and Mehboob, were arrested when the police
conducted a raid on a tip-off. The police also seized weapons and a huge cache of narcotics from
them, SHO said. Meanwhile the Baldia Town police, during a series of raids in parts of Baldia
Town, arrested nearly 14 drug peddlers. The police seized a huge cache of narcotics from them.
Police officials said that cases have been registered against them and further investigation is
underway.

QUETTA: Two security personnel were killed and three wounded in an explosion in Balochistan's
Gwadar district on Saturday. Police sources said that Coast Guard personnel were on routine
patrolling when their vehicle hit a landmine in Kaldan area of Jewni Tehsil in Gwadar. They said
two personnel were killed on the spot whereas three sustained serious wounds. The injured
personnel were rushed to nearby hospital for medical treatment. The blast also damaged the
security forces' vehicle. Security forces cordoned off the area and started an investigation into the
attack. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack. Militants in the area have
been targeting security personnel and pro-government politicians for last more than a decade.

Injured personnel shifted to PNS Shifa in Karachi

The seriously injured official was shifted to Pakistan Navy Medical Centre at Jiwani, while the
bodies and two other injured were shifted to Gwadar where the injured were provided first aid.
Subsequently, the injured and bodies were flown to Karachi in Fokker aircraft provided by Pakistan
Navy. All injured persons are currently admitted at PNS Shifa and undergoing treatment.

Terror bid foiled in Dera Murad Jamali

In a separate incident in Dera Murad Jamali, security forces claimed to have foiled a major bid of
terrorism by seizing weapons and arresting a suspected militant. Security sources said one
suspected militant was arrested and weapons were recovered from his possession in Dera Murad
Jamali area of Naseerabad district. Balochistan has been experiencing incident violence and
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targeted killings since more than a decade. More than 1,400 incidents targeting the minority Shia
and Hazara community have taken place in the province during the past 15 years. The largest
province of the country by area, is home to a low-level insurgency by ethnic Baloch separatists. Al
Qaeda-linked and sectarian militants also operate in the region.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has decided to tighten laws for effectively regulating and
monitoring activities of NGOs and charity organisations. The decision has been taken in a recent
meeting presided over by Finance Minister Ishag Dar. The meeting which was held to discuss
ways for choking of terror financing under the National Action Plan was attended by officials of the
Ministry of Interior, State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). The
federal government has also decided to block all banking services of NGOs if they fail to get
themselves registered with relevant provinces within six months. It was noted that the existing laws
were insufficient to control terror financing and suspicious funding to both local and foreign NGOs
and charities. The documents of the meeting show that officials refer to religious-based
organisations, including religious seminaries, as ‘charities’. It has been decided that both federal
and provincial governments will register all non-profit organisations (NPOs) or charities and the
NGOs. According to an official of the Ministry of Finance, the government has decided to
streamline NGOs and charity organisations which are now registered under different laws.
Currently, NGOs and non-profit organisations are registered at various levels — starting from
district level under a deputy commissioner's office to a provincial government. Local and
international NGOs are registered with the federal government.

At the federal level local NGOs are registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) and international NGOs with the Ministry of Interior. It has been decided that the
streamlining of registration process of NPOs and NGOs by provinces will be completed within six
months. The official said if an organisation did not get a fresh registration by the end of June, all of
its financial and banking services would be blocked. Currently, the SECP was revalidating licences
of NGOs registered with it. The commission’s data shows that a total of 643 NGOs were registered
with it by December, 2014. Under the current regime all NGOs are required to get revalidated after
every five years. Pakistan is following the proscription process of UNSC-designated Pakistani
based groups under the ATA-1997. The SBP has already directed the banking sector to bar
banking services to proscribed entities and individuals. Meanwhile, an official of the interior
ministry said that the key issue was the need for a continuous monitoring and surveillance of
proscribed organisations and individuals.

NORTH WAZIRISTAN: A large number of local and foreign militants were killed in the latest round
of airstrikes near the border with Afghanistan in North Waziristan on Friday. While the military’s
media wing confirmed the strikes without giving any specific number of casualties, the political
administration claimed at least 38 fighters had died in the aerial bombardment. Civil administration
officers said the slain militants included 15 Uzbek nationalists associated with the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan. According to officials, five hideouts of militants were targeted by fighter
jets in the Meezar and Sherani areas right on the boundary with Afghanistan. Three vehicles
loaded with explosives were also destroyed in Mizer Madakhel. In Peshawar, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) confirmed the airstrikes in North Waziristan but did not confirm the reports
on human or logistical losses. Pakistan Army has been currently engaged in a military offensive
named Operation Zarb-e-Azb in North Waziristan since June 2014, following a brazen attack on
Karachi airport and the failure of peace talks between Islamabad and the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan.

According to official figures, over 3,400 militants have been killed since the operation was
launched. The latest surgical strikes took place in the Datta Khel area some 35 kilometres away
from North Waziristan’s capital city of Miran Shah. The conflict zone is off-limits to journalists,
making it difficult to independently verify the number and identity of those killed. North Waziristan is
one of the seven regions in Pakistan’s Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), which is
situated along the Pak-Afghan border. The areas are governed by tribal laws and in recent years
became the strongholds of both the Taliban and foreign militants.

ISLAMABAD: Drone strikes in Pakistan fell to their lowest level for eight years in 2015, according
to new research by the Bureau of Investigative Journalism, with a sharp reduction not only in
attacks but also in the number of people reported killed. The drones hit the country’s tribal areas
13 times last year, killing between 60 and 85 people — almost half the 25 strikes in 2014 and 10
times fewer than the campaign’s peak of 128 in 2010, BBC Urdu reported. The figures come from
the bureau’s annual drone report for 2015. The reduction in drone operations in Pakistan last year
could be down to a number of factors, including Pakistani military’s 18 month-long operation Zarb-
e-Azb in the tribal regions.

KARACHI: The customs intelligence claimed on Thursday to have seized a container imported
from China, carrying more than 20,000 kilograms of explosives. In a statement, the department’s
spokesman said that customs officials on a tip-off examined one of the containers at the godown of
Karachi port and found it carrying explosives. “The total weight of explosive stands at 22,000
kilograms,” said a statement issued by the directorate customs and investigation (enforcement).
“The container is part of the consignment which was imported a few months ago from China and
then two containers were seized in Peshawar. After seizure of those containers, the importer left
the third one abandoned at the port and did not attempt to clear the consignment,” it said.

ISLAMABAD: The government has closed down 182 seminaries in three provinces excluding
Balochistan, the National Assembly was informed yesterday. The House was also told that Punjab
is home to as many as 147 religious seminaries funded from abroad out of the total 190 foreign
funded religious schools across the country. A written reply by Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali
Khan submitted to the Lower House states that out of the total 190 foreign funded seminaries in
country, Punjab housed 147 while Balochistan was home to 30 such religious institutions. The
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House was informed that the number of religious seminaries that are funded from abroad in Sindh
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are six and seven respectively. The House was told that under the anti-
terror National Action Plan (NAP), the government has closed 182 suspected seminaries in three
provinces excluding Balochistan. To a question asked by MNA, Dr Mahreen Razaque Bhutto
about the action taken against banned outfits in the country, he said that the process of
rationalisation of the list of outlawed groups was still in the process.

The Interior Minister quoted by his Ministry said that members and activities of banned
organisations have been placed on Schedule IV of the Anti-Terrorism Act, adding the process of
rationalisation of these lists was in progress. “Once these lists are updated by the provinces,
persons on these lists would be linked to NADRA, FIA, Election Commission of Pakistan, Passport
and Immigration, Arms/Driving licensing authorities, Banks, Airlines offices, Military Police, Private
Security Agencies recruitments centers,” he said. He said that the move will enable relevant
authorities to better monitor their movements, financial transactions and their entry into sensitive
organisations difficult. About the action taken against hate speeches in country which is one point
of the 20-point NAP, he said that so far 2337 cases have been registered against 9340 persons
besides sealing 73 shops for spreading hate materials.
It was informed that the 9164 cases were registered with making arrest of 9340 persons for
misusing loudspeakers. The House was informed that 2596 equipments (loudspeakers) were
confiscated. To another question asked by MNA Shagufta Jumani about the number of terrorists
arrested and acquitted in the last two years, the House was informed that majority of the terrorists
that were acquitted had been arrested from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

As many as 2,533 terrorists were arrested during the last two years while 726 got acquittal, the
House was told. The restive province of KP leads in terms of the maximum arrests made in the
country as 1068 terrorists were nabbed from the province, he said. The Minister informed the
House that the NAP is being implemented with full commitment and in coordination with all
stakeholders. Implementation of certain areas/aspects like establishment of special trial courts,
countering hate speech and material, measures against misuse of loudspeakers, ban on
glorification of terrorists, biometric verification of SIMs, Karachi Operation and daily combing
operations etc. are creating visible impact and deterrence, he added. He said that while some of
the points of NAP require mid-term implementation as these areas require legislation and
reforms. These steps have been initiated at federal and provincial levels, he stated. He said that
NACTA is a think tank for the Federal government and coordinating organization to protect national
interest by addressing critical internal security issues and to combat terrorism, extremism,
sectarianism, militancy and other security threats in coordination with the provincial governments
and other stakeholders.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia Thursdayagreed to make a concerted effort to promote
agree on joint counter-

multi faceted cooperation and work together to defeat their common enemy - terrorism and
) extremism. During the visit of Saudi Foreign Minister Dr Adel bin Ahmed Al Jubeir, the leadership
terrorism efforts of the two countries discussed a variety of matters of mutual interest and the regional situation
The News, January 8, 2016 including the ongoing tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia. According to the joint statement
issued here, the visiting Saudi Foreign Minister called on the Prime Minister and held delegation-
level talks with the Advisor to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz. He also met the
Chief of Army Staff at General Headquarters. Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif during his
meeting with Dr Adel Al Jubeir stressed that the people of Pakistan held the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in high esteem and also had deep respect for the Custodian of the two Holy Mosques. The
Prime Minister affirmed that the people of Pakistan would always stand shoulder to shoulder with
the people of Saudi Arabia against any threat to territorial integrity and sovereignty of Saudi
Arabia. The Foreign Minister briefed the Prime Minister on details of the Islamic coalition
announced by Saudi Arabia to fight terrorism.

The Prime Minister stated that Pakistan welcomed Saudi Arabia’s initiative and stressed that
Pakistan supported all such regional and international efforts to counter terrorism and extremism.
The Prime Minister called for further strengthening and expanding bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in all fields of cooperation including defence security economic and
commercial cooperation. The Prime Minister urged intensified efforts to further boost bilateral trade
and also urged to increase Saudi investment in Pakistan especially in the energy sector where
Pakistan of fersattractive investment regime. The Saudi Foreign Minister briefed the Prime Minister
on the ongoing programs to enhance Saudi investment in critical sectors of Pakistan’s economy.
He also apprised the Prime Minister on the recent situation in the Kingdom’s relations with Iran.
Pakistan expressed deep concern at the escalation of the situation and condemned the burning
down of Saudi Embassy in Tehran. Pakistan believes in respect for international norms and
adherence to principle of non-interference, said the statement. The Prime Minister called for
resolution of differences through peaceful means in the larger interest of the Muslim unity in this
challenging time. The visiting Foreign Minister also held delegation level talks with Advisor to the
Prime Minister Sartaj Aziz.

During the talks held under bilateral political consultation mechanism, the two sides discussed the
ways and means to further expand areas of bilateral cooperation. The two sides also discussed
ways to deepen bilateral cooperation in all fields. Both sides agreed to hold political consultations
twice a year alternatively in Islamabad and Riyadh. Both the sides also exchanged views on
fighting terrorism and extremism. The Advisor briefed Saudi Foreign Minister on the successful
campaign that Pakistan has waged against the twin menace of terrorism and extremism. The two
sides underscored the need to develop jointly a counter narrative against extremism and terrorism
with the help of Ulemas. The two delegations also discussed regional and global issues of
common concern. It was agreed that both countries would make a concerted effort to promote
multi faceted cooperation and work together to defeat their common enemy terrorism and
extremism. All the meetings were held in an atmosphere of warmth friendship and cordiality that
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characterizes the historic and fraternal relations between the two countries.

LAHORE: Punjab police have decided to upload photographs of thieves, accused involved in
street crimes, hardcore criminals, robbers and proclaimed offenders on its website besides
upgrading this website. The decision was taken in a meeting chaired by Inspector General of
police Mushtaq Ahmad Sukhera. It was told in the meeting that uploading of photographs of
criminals and proclaimed offenders at police website is aimed at enabling common man to seek
access to information about criminals. Uploading security guidelines for women will also be made
part of process of upgradation of website.

PESHAWAR: Police in Peshawar on Thursday claimed to have arrested three suspected terrorists
for allegedly distributing pamphlets of banned militant outfits. “The suspects were arrested from a
hideout in Peshawar’s Dir Colony,” an official statement said. The suspects — Rahimullah,
Sibghatullah and Sajjad Hussain — were found distributing pamphlets of militant groups, it added.
Rahimullah, son of Behram Khan and Sibghatullah alias Bandiwan belong to Afghanistan, police
officials claimed, adding that Sajjad Hussain, son of Missal Khan, is a resident of Haji Banda Ring
Road, Peshawar. A large number of pamphlets supporting banned organisations were seized from
their possession. The suspects were shifted to an unknown location for questioning.

NEWS DESK: As many as 27 brigadiers were promoted to the rank of major general in a meeting
chaired by Army Chief General Raheel Sharif on Thursday. The promotions, including eight from
the army medical corps, were approved at a meeting of army’s promotion board, Radio
Pakistanreported. Earlier on September 23, the board approved promotion of four major generals
to the rank of lieutenant generals as part of a major reshuffle ahead of the retirement of key military
commanders. Those who were promoted included Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director
General Major General Asim Salim Bajwa, Director General Military Operations Major General
Aamer Riaz, Bahawalpur's General Officer Commanding Major General Sadiq Ali and Vice Chief
of General Staff Major General Umer Farooq Durrani.

HYDERABAD: A terrorist said to be a close aide of slain Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) leader
Baituallah Mehsud was arrested during a joint raid by the Rangers and counter-terrorism
department (CTD) from Kotri, Jamshoro district. At a press conference in Hyderabad on
Wednesday, CTD Karachi SSP Amir Farooq identified the detained terrorist as Meharban, son of
Badshah Deen. He hails from Wagziristan and his name is mentioned in the ‘red book’, a record of
wanted terrorists in Pakistan. “The police arrested five suspects belonging to a banned
organisation from Karachi after an encounter on January 4 and led us to this man,” he said, adding
that the suspect used to supply weapons and provide financial support to terrorists. “He was
involved in a 2008 bank robbery in Karachi in which Rs150 million were stolen,” he explained.
According to Farooq, the looted money was handed over to the slain TTP chief. The robbery was
committed in the limits of Preedy police station.

The SSP refused, however, to disclose the place where Meharban was arrested from, saying the
CTD hoped to capture more terrorists linked with Meharban. He claimed that the alleged terrorist
admitted to his involvement with extremist elements and activities. SSP Karamullah Soomro of
CTD Hyderabad and Rangers Col Sibtain Hassan were also part of the raid. The officials said that
they were also looking into his connection with the terrorists responsible for the Safoora Goth
incident. Tahir Hussain Minhas, one of the top suspects allegedly involved in the incident, also
lived in Kotri.

KARACHI: Nearly 4,500 suspects arrested in high-profile cases are back on the streets of Karachi
but the police department is planning to send them behind the bars again. The police department
has decided to file review appeals to cancel the bails of all such accused, who were involved in
high-profile or terrorism cases. On Wednesday, a meeting was held at the Central Police Office
under the chairmanship of Sindh IG Ghulam Hyder Jamali, which was also attended by Karachi
AIG Mushtag Ahmad Mahar, zonal police chiefs and Sindh operations AIG, to review in detail the
investigation progress of cases being tried in various courts and analyse the conviction rate. “The
police department has decided to file review appeals for cancellation of bails in respect of all such
accused, presently on bail, who were involved in high-profile or terrorism cases,” said the Sindh
police spokesperson in a press statement issued on Wednesday. “The Sindh IG directed to bring
reforms in the investigation process by ensuring modern investigation techniques during the
course of investigation,” said the statement. The Sindh IG also went through different
recommendations to ensure a comprehensive Policing Plan-2016.

Success rate

The Karachi police have arrested more than 70,000 suspects during the Karachi operation that
began on September 5, 2013. In 2015 alone, the Karachi police arrested 12,235 suspects,
including 453 terrorists belonging to alQaeda, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other terrorist
groups, 95 target killers and 11,687 criminals or dacoits. Apart from these, the police killed 753
suspects, including 194 militants of different banned outfits, 201 target killers and 358 others.
Despite the high rates of arrests, very few criminals face justice due to poor prosecution. For
instance, Azizullah Shamzai, the operation chief of a splinter group of the TTP in Karachi, who was
arrested at the beginning of the Karachi operation by Pirabad police, was later released on bail as
the police could not provide sufficient evidence to prove him guilty. Since then, he has been
involved in various cases of terrorism, particularly the deadly bombing on the anti-terrorism police
officer inspector Shafiq Tanoli. According to a copy available with The Express Tribune, a total
17,500 suspects, who were arrested during the Karachi operation, were challaned by the police in
high-profile or terrorism cases. However, while 13,000 remained imprisoned in jails, 4,500 were
bailed out. As many as 120 murderers, eight target killers, four involved in terrorism cases, 23 in
explosive act’'s cases, three in kidnapping cases, 43 in extortion-related cases are among these
4,500 suspects who were released on bails. “There are a number of criminals who re-joined the
criminal world and commit crimes or terrorism after getting bails and the time has come to stop
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them,” explained a senior police official privy to the matter. The officer said that though the
criminals get bails easily while taking advantage of lack of evidence provided by the police
investigators, but by filing review appeals, the police could at least send them behind the bars,
which automatically declines the crime ratio.

Improving performance

According to the Sindh Police spokesperson, Jamali also evaluated, separately, measures being
adopted to counter sectarian violence and killings. He directed to revive peace committees
comprising religious leaders of all sects and have regular meetings to address possible issues in a
timely manner, if any.

QUETTA: Security forces arrested seven suspected militants during two search operations in
Balochistan's Zhob and Kalat districts on Wednesday, officials said. Four suspects belonging to
the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) group were arrested after a raid in Gawal Ismailzai
area of Zhob, said Khan Wasey, spokesman for the Frontier Corps (FC), adding that weapons
were also recovered from their possession. Wasay alleged the weapons were being smuggled into
interior Balochistan for use in subversive activities. Gwal Ismailzai is considered a sensitive area in
northern Balochistan where TTP has carried out operations in the past. In another operation, the
FC picked up three suspected militants from Mangochar area of Kalat district, Wasey said, adding
that weapons and explosives were also confiscated. Balochistan has been experiencing incident
violence and targeted killings since more than a decade. More than 1,400 incidents targeting the
minority Shia and Hazara community have taken place in the province during the past 15 years.
The largest province of the country by area is home to a low-level insurgency by ethnic Baloch
separatists. Al Qaeda-linked and sectarian militants also operate in the region.

NEWS DESK: Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Shareef reiterated on Wednesday the zero-
tolerance policy against terrorist organizations, directing the security forces to continue efforts until
the country achieves sustainable peace. The army chief has expressed his complete satisfaction
over the progress of Operation Zarb-e-Azb and operational preparedness of Pakistan Army while
presiding over Corps Commander Conference at the General Headquarters (GHQ), Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said. Apart from discussing matters of professional interest, participants of
the conference had a detailed review of overall internal and external security situation in the
country, emerging geo-strategic environment and its relevance to Pakistan. The meeting was
briefed in detail about prevailing and emerging threats, on-going operations of security forces and
intelligence agencies for breaking the nexus between terrorists and their support mechanism
across the country. Lauding the phenomenal success of the forces in Intelligence Based
Operations (IBOs) for breaking the terror nexus across the country, General Raheel paid rich
tributes to the officers and army men involved in operation for their sacrifices and success.

KARACHI: Five more suspected militants allegedly planning to carry out a major terror activity in
the city were killed by the police while another four militants of a banned outfit were apprehended
from DHA on Wednesday. Five suspected militants were killed in Sohrab Goth, which has become
notorious as a militants’ hideout. The encounter took place when a team of District Malir police led
by District Malir SSP Rao Anwar tried to cordon off the hideout of the suspected militants in
Qayyumabad neighbourhood of Sohrab Goth. This was the first major operation carried out in
District Malir since Anwar was reappointed as District Malir SSP. Anwar was reappointed as Malir
SSP in the second week of December by the provincial government. Earlier, he was suspended by
the provincial government following a controversial press conference in which he claimed the
arrest of Muttahida Qaumi Movement workers allegedly linked to the Indian spy agency, Research
and Analysis Wing, in the mid of 2014. The District Malir police led by SSP Anwar had killed more
than 150 suspected militants belonging to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), alQaeda and
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi since the Karachi operation began on September 5, 2013. “We conducted a
raid on intelligence-based information at the hideout of the militants,” said SSP Anwar. “Before we
could arrest them, they resorted to indiscriminate fire at us, which compelled us to call more police
force to counter them.” As many as five suspected militants were killed during an exchange of fire
between the police and the militants that lasted at least for one hour, while a few of their
companions managed to escape under the cover of fire. The bodies were later shifted to the Edhi
morgue in Sohrab Goth after medico-legal formalities were completed at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.

Two of them were later identified as Muhammad Naeem and Abdul Hafeez while the others have
yet to be identified. Sohrab Goth SHO Aziz Shaikh said that though no one from their heirs
approached the police as yet, the police managed to identify two of them with the help of an
informer. SHO Shaikh said that Hafeez was the TTP chief for Sohrab Goth area and the militants
killed had been involved in various cases of terrorism, particularly the attacks on police and
Rangers. However, he was unable to share the details of the crimes in which the deceased
terrorists were involved. The officer also claimed to have recovered nearly 10 kilogrammes of
explosives and weapons. The police believe that the militants were planning to carry out a major
terrorist activity in the city. The cases were registered and further investigations are underway.

Raid in DHA Phase |

Separately, four more suspected militants belonging to a banned outfit were apprehended after an
exchange of fire with the Defence police in Phase I. The suspects arrested were identified as Hanif
alias Nadeem Kala, Ashraf alias Bholo, Rehmat and Zahid. Police officials also claim to have
recovered one kilogramme of explosives and weapons from their possession, saying that they
were plotting a terrorist activity in the city. However, the police were unable to share details about
the arrests when approached.

LAHORE: A five kilogramme (kg) bomb with ball bearings and a remote control device was found
under the stairs of the Samsani overhead bridge on Canal Road on Monday, sometime after
Federal Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan drove through the area. Sadar Division
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Daily Dawn, January 5, 2016 Superintendent of Police (SP) Haroonur Rasheed told Dawn patrolling police officials checked the
stairs of the bridge during their routine patrolling and seized the five-kg bomb, 2.5kg ball bearings
and two gallons’ petrol along with a remote control. He said soon after the discovery of the
explosives, they launched a search operation in Nawab Town, Thokar Niaz Baig and Hanjarwal.
He said apparently the bomb had been placed to harm the interior minister who crossed the bridge
on his way to Islamabad. The SP said the bomb was handed over to forensic experts for further
investigations. He said that the police that discovered the explosives would be rewarded with prize
and appreciation certificates.

VR Y (o] el )\ T T 1 CL Ml  RAWALPINDI: Over 450 prisoners convicted in terrorism cases have been shifted from different
to new jail in Sahiwal jails of Punjab to the first ever high security prison established in Sahiwal. A senior official in the
Daily Dawn, January 5, 2016 prison department told Dawn on the condition of anonymity that about 925 convicted prisoners
serving time in different jails across the province would be shifted to the new jail. He said under the
first phase, 450 prisoners had been taken to the Sahiwal prison which had the capacity to house
1,044 prisoners. “Whoever is involved in terrorism and sectarian cases will be shifted to the high
security prison.” He added prisoners who had been sentenced to life imprisonment would also be
shifted to Sahiwal. A source said the Adiala jail authorities had started preparing lists of convicted
prisoners in terrorism and sectarian related cases for their transfer to Sahiwal.

According to official sources, 26 prisoners involved in terrorism and six in sectarian cases are in
Adiala Jail. Of these prisoners, seven have been awarded the death sentence and their appeals
are under process. Among the six prisoners in sectarian cases, three have been sentenced to
death. The source said Mumtaz Qadri, the killer of former Punjab governor Salman Taseer, was
also likely to be shifted to the Sahiwal jail. In October 2015, the Supreme Court of Pakistan
maintained the conviction of Mumtaz Qadri awarded to him by an anti-terrorism court. However,
Qadri has submitted a mercy appeal to the president of Pakistan.

CPEC: Pakistan Navy QUETTA: Pakistan Navy has increased all-round security and surveillance at Gwadar Port with the
ramps up security at commencement of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project, reported Radio Pakistan. "A
Gwadar special marine battalion has been raised for the security of Gwadar," stated a spokesperson of the
Pakistan Navy while briefing media personnel during an extensive tour of the Gwadar site. He
added that Chinese engineers and delegates are currently visiting the port of Gwadar. Gwadar is
the port of origin and starting destination for CPEC, which will be linked to China's western region
through a rail and road network. "Gwadar is the backbone of CPEC," the spokesperson said,
adding that the Pakistan Navy has been making strenuous efforts to ensure comprehensive
security as well as the welfare of local people.

CPEC: Background

The CPEC is a 3,000-kilometer network of roads, railways and pipelines to transport oil and gas
from Gwadar Port to Kashgar city, northwestern China's Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region.
Proposed by Chinese Premier Li Kegiang during his visit to Pakistan in May 2013, the CPEC will
act as a bridge for the new Maritime Silk Route that envisages linking three billion people in Asia,
Africa and Europe. An official agreement on the corridor was signed between the two countries in
May this year during President Xi Jinping's historic visit to Pakistan. A flagship project of the Belt
and Road initiative as well, the CPEC intends to revive the ancient Silk Road with a focus on
infrastructure, and constitutes the strategic framework of bilateral cooperation. The project links
China's strategy to develop its western region with Pakistan's focus on boosting its economy,
including the infrastructure construction of Gwadar Port, together with some energy cooperation
and investment programs. It also involves road and railway construction including an upgrade of
the 1,300-km Karakoram Highway, the highest paved international road in the world which
connects China and Pakistan across the Karakoram mountains. The CPEC will reduce China's
routes of oil and gas imports from Africa and the Middle East by thousands of kilometers, making
Gwadar a potentially vital link in China's supply chain.

Daily Dawn, January 5, 2016

Around 800,000 TDPs Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan says rehabilitation of TDPs is among top priorities of the government.

rehabilitated so far: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan says about 800,000 temporarily

Governor displaced persons (TDPs) have returned to their homes. In an interview, he said the rehabilitation

Radio Pakistan. January 4. 2016 of TDPs is among top priorities of the government. The Governor said peace had been restored in
’ y <, the province. As a result, economic activities would revive in the province.
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RAWALPINDI: Over 500 commercial buildings in the city and cantonment areas do not employ fire
safety measures.According to information from the civil defence department, most buildings and
commercial areas around Raja Bazaar, Saddar and other heavily populated areas are not equipped
with adequate fire safety measures.The local administration has also failed to launch any action to
improve on this despite the presence of the Town Municipal Administration and the Rawalpindi and
Chaklala cantonment boards, which are responsible for implementing fire safety measures.

According to building bylaws applicable to the city and cantonment areas, essential safety
measures are required in commercial, industrial and public buildings, to ensure the safety of their
occupants in the event of a fire or an emergency.Layout plans for commercial buildings must have
exit doors, fire hydrants, fire isolated stairways, emergency elevators, a mechanical ventilation and
sprinkler system, smoke alarms a safety management system and a fire control centre.Many high
rise and commercial buildings, however, have flouted these regulations.In some areas, over 200
illegal factories in the downtown area have not installed fire safety measures.These factories are
located in densely populated areas like Raja Bazaar, Khayaban-i-Sir Syed, Bangash Colony, Dhoke
Dalal, Dhoke Ratta, College Road, Sadigabad, Glass Factory, Pirwadhai, Asghar Mall and Bagh
Sardarn.These small scale factories manufacture and prepare goods using chemicals and
inflammable material even when though their fire-fighting systems are either faulty or nonexistent. A
visit to Raja Bazaar and the narrow alleyways of downtown Rawalpindi finds commercial buildings
without emergency exit doors.

Tarig Malik, a visitor to Raja Bazaar, said that rescue services would find it difficult to reach a site in
the event of a fire or an emergency. He said there was only one flight of stairs to cater to multi-
storey shopping centres in places like Raja Bazaar and Moti Bazaar. “Shopkeepers should install
fire safety measures in their shops to prevent any untoward incident,” he said.Mohammad Anees, a
shopkeeper on Igbal Road, said that many shopkeepers were not aware of the need for fire safety
measures. He said it was the local administration’s responsibility to set up water hydrants in the
streets, so that locations in the narrow streets become accessible without water bowsers.When
contacted, Civil Defence District Officer Sanjeeda Khanum admitted that most commercial building
owners had not installed fire safety measures.“In 2015 we issued challans to over 800 commercial
building owners for not adopting fire safety measures. We are preparing the list of those who failed
to adopt fire safety measures in their buildings,” she said.She said the department was working on
making people aware of the need for fire safety measures, and on making building owners
understand the measures were for the safety of their buildings.She said the department also trains
employees of various companies and commercial centres in fire safety

KARACHI: A five-day anti-polio campaign will be launched in the metropolis on Jan 11.The
commissioner of Karachi, Syed Asif Haider Shah, chaired a meeting in this connection on Saturday
to review arrangements for the campaign

MITHI: Acute malnutrition and waterborne diseases continued to take a heavy toll on children
across Thar as seven more children lost their lives in the drought-hit desert area on Saturday,
taking the death toll to 34 over the past nine days.Two children died in two villages of Diplo taluka,
three in other areas and two at the Hyderabad Civil Hospital where they had been referred from the
Mithi Civil Hospital for further treatment.They were among the more than 150 children suffering from
various maladies who were brought to different hospitals in the district including Mithi.The children’s
parents complained to journalists about lack of medicines and other facilities at the Mithi Civil
Hospital and other healthcare units and said the hospital only asked them to take their children to
Hyderabad but refused to provide fuel for the ambulances.They demanded the government post
child specialists in Mithi and other towns of Thar so that they and their patients did not have to
undergo arduous journeys to remote places in search of better treatment.Ms Zahida Detho, chief
executive of the Sindh Rural Partners Organisations, an NGO; Nasir Ali Panhwar, Qeemat Rai and
other members of civil society condemned the government’s negligence in providing quality
healthcare facilities to impoverished children of the desert.Ms Detho said that malnutrition among
women and children, underage marriages and lack of safe drinking water were main issues of Thar
and urged members of civil society to raise voice against the government indifference. If corrective
measures were not taken in time children would continue to die in the coming days, she warned.

KARACHI: The provincial administrations have failed to comply with SHC orders to divert pipelines
pouring sewerage into Rice Canal and Dadu Canal, which causes various fatal diseases like
poliovirus and hepatitis. WHO and other health organisations have already warned that there is a
high level presence of poliovirus and hepatitis in sewerage water that mixes with potable water at
tail-end cities of Sindh canals at Hyderabad, Sukkur, Larkana, Dadu and others. There is more
three children have been died in Thar after outbreak of water borne diseases, which has claimed
the lives of at least 28 children during 12 days. Similarly negligence of concerned authorities, the
innocent children of Sindh people paying the price due to lack of healthcare facilities and scarcity of
potable water etc. Daily Times has learnt that the Public Health Engineering (PHE) Department third
time initiated millions of drainage schemes without seeking Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
reports and concerns, which continuously making misuse of heavy funds and sheer violation of
Sindh High Court orders for polluting potable water of canals for tail-enders since long. As per
details, PHE Larkana division with heavy amount of Rs 1406 million scheme and similarly heavy
amount already misused for this purpose, but could not comply the Sindh High Court orders yet.
The PHE department failed to stop pouring untreated, unhygienic sewerage water into Rice canal,
Dadu Canal and other sub drains regularly violating court verdicts before proper treatment sources
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revealed. Sindh government has once again approved scheme to upgrade the existing failure
sewerage system with a cost of Rs 829 million later it revised to Rs 1130 million and finally reached
that revision of scheme up to Rs 1406 million. It is obvious that heavy corruption of incompetent and
ill planning of concerned department and district administration in the home district of Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto. It is learnt that improper and substandard work is being witnessed no any long run
planning have been made to streamline existing sewerage system of Larkana city like other districts
in province. This scribe also witnessed newly developed roads with cost of billions of rupees under
Larkana Development Package (LDP) have been destroyed during current ongoing work of
sewerage scheme and several roads were further excavated and turned city into ruins. Sourced
revealed that before executing scheme of drainage division, the concerned departments had put
objection on scheme and demanded the water treatment plant before falling sewerage into the Sim
Nalas (seepage drain) located at Bakrani station near Mashori Sharif, which further falls into Rice
Canal. The court had already directed the district administration to divert sewerage pipelines from
Rice Canal and Dadu Canal, where the thousands of people and livestock at tail-end consuming
water from canals, which may cause of several water born diseases and Hepatitis A, B, C,D and
other fatal illnesses.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that the resources of the nation were
looted ruthlessly during the dictatorial era and national economy was affected due to corruption. He
said when PML-N came into power, railway and other national institutions were presenting awful
stories but Federal Railways Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique and his team, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, have done a historic job for improving the entire railways system. He
said due to their hard work, struggle and continuous efforts, Rs 10 billion deficit of railways has
been reduced and its system improved considerably. He expressed these views while addressing
the inaugural ceremony of railways double track from Lodhran to Raiwind at Premnagar on
Saturday. The project of double railway lines from Lahore to Karachi has also been completed. The
chief minister said that 15 million passengers who had left travelling through railways have again
come in the railways system, adding that China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a national
project and all units of the nation would benefit from it and under CPEC, $36 billion were being
spent only on the energy projects, out of which, $2.5 billion are being spent on energy projects in
Punjab while $9 billion on energy projects in Sindh. Shahbaz said that the energy projects are also
being set up in Gawadar, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. “Punjab gave Rs 11 billion
annually to other provinces out of its share and got National Finance Commission Award approved,”
he added. He said that Pervaiz Musharaf, despite the dictatorship and all his powers, could not get
National Award Commission Award approved and this achievement was made by politicians and a
sacrifice of $55 billion of Punjab. The chief minister said that Punjab being a big province
strengthened the national solidarity and that we have to jointly develop it. He said that all units of
the country would have to remove the misunderstandings for the progress of the country. The CM
vowed that under the leadership of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan would be steered out of
the quagmire of problems and would be put on the road to progress and prosperity. Railways
Federal Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique, Parliamentary Secretary Syed Ashfag Hussain Kirmani,
Chief Executive Officer Javed Anwar, Chairperson Parveen Agha, other railways officials along with
a large number of workers were present on the occasion. Shahbaz Sharif said, “This day is an
important day in the history of railways when the project of dual railways track from Lodhran to
Raiwind has been inaugurated. The completion of dual railway track project is the fruit of hard work
of Khawaja Saad Rafique and his team.”

RAWALPINDI: Police have issued orders that all private residential colonies in the city should
install CCTV cameras and deploy security guards for safety and security of the residents. CPO Israr
Abbasi has directed all SSPs and DSPs to ensure that private security system to be installed in all
private residential colonies. Police officers have also been directed to get in touch with traders to
install security system to ensure security of markets and commercial areas. It has also been
directed that only one entry and exit point to be allowed in all the residential colonies.

RAWALPINDI: Rescue 1122 has started inductions for its Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) units
at the divisional level. Rescue 1122 Director General Brig (r) Dr Arshad Zia said that the move has
come on the directives issued by the Punjab chief minister who want dedicated USAR teams to
enhance the operational capacity of the emergency service. He said that the induction process for
recruiting USAR teams consisting of 50 members for Lahore and Rawalpindi divisions has been
started after giving recruitment advertisement in newspapers in this reagrd. He said that the
interested candidates can apply through National Testing Service (NTS) and successful candidates
would have golden opportunity to be a part of specialised emergency team. The DG said that the
process to procure emergency vehicles, machinery and equipment for two USAR units has also
been started for timely fulfilling the need of establishing specialised teams in both the divisions. The
DG further said that the Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has formally approved a summary for
establishment of Urban Search and Rescue teams in all nine divisional headquarters of Punjab.
Lahore and Rawalpindi division are included in the first phase due to increased number of complex
emergencies and disasters whereas in the second phase, remaining divisions will be
accommodated with dedicated USAR teams and specialised equipment. Furthermore, Rescue 1122
will complete this process with the support of Pakistan Army in terms of ensuing quality training to
specialised teams as Pakistan Army and Capital Development Authority (CDA) possess requisite
modern and sophisticated urban search and rescue equipment as well as trained human resource.
After Lahore and Rawalpindi division, the USAR shall be established in Multan, Faisalabad,
Gujranwala, Sargodha, Bahawalpur, DG Khan and Sahiwal. Brig (r) Dr Arshad Zia further said that
it is the need of the hour to have such specialised emergency equipment and special units
specifically trained in management of complex emergencies, structure collapses and earthquakes
and | believe that Rescue 1122 will perform with full professional commitment.

RAWALPINDI: An acute shortage of ventilators at allied hospital in Rawalpindi has multiplied
miseries of the patients. Only 62 ventilators have been provided to the allied hospital for a
National z

Journalists
Forum




(< CRISS RESPONSE BULLETI

due to shortage of

ventilators
Daily Times, January 10, 2016

Rs 44.8m for polyclinic

hospital’s expansion
Daily Times, January 10, 2016

Traders protest as TMA
launches drive against
encroachments

Daily Times, January 10, 2016

Plan being chalked out to

counter heat wave
Daily Times, January 9, 2016

Punjab polio campaign to
begin from 11th
Daily Times, January 9, 2016

Strengthening livestock:
CM for continuation of
free vaccination

programme
Daily Times, January 9, 2016

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

20

population of over five million residents of Rawalpindi district with 10 ventilators not functioning
often forcing people to move critical patients to private hospitals which charge high rates for
treatment. Around 40 ventilators are available in the Holy Family Hospital, 19 in Benazir Bhutto
Hospital and only three ventilators in the District Headquarters hospital Rawalpindi. About 100,000
patients most of whom are critical from Rawalpindi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and AJK visit these
hospitals on a daily basis but most of them have to turn back due to shortage of ventilators. While
private hospitals charge Rs8, 000 per day which many cannot afford to bear. The management of
the allied hospital said that they try their best to accommodate their maximum number of critical
patients despite shortage of ventilators. “The process of purchasing ventilators is under way and the
hospital will have more ventilators soon,” the official said requesting anonymity.

ISLAMABAD: Polyclinic Hospital Executive Director Dr Zahid Igbal has said that Ministry of Capital
Administration and Development Division (CADD) would give Rs 44.8 million with in a week to
Capital Development Authority (CDA) for expanding the hospital. He said that the performance of
hospital would become much better with the construction of new blocks and more patients would be
treated with better facilities. Dr Zahid said that the expensive diagnostic machinery would also be
installed in the hospital including CT scan. He further said that recently members of National
Assembly’s public account committee visited the hospital. Dr Zahid said that prime minister’s
National Health Programme would not only give access to free health facilities for vulnerable
sections of the society but also help to develop and revolutionise the health infrastructure across the
country.

RAWALPINDI: Traders of Raja Bazar on Saturday resisted the anti-encroachment operation
launched by the Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA). When the TMA staff reached Raja Bazar
which is the city’s main trading hub and started removing encroachments, the traders in large
number gathered and put up resistance. They also burned tyres and chanted slogans against the
TMA officials. They alleged that the TMA officials are minting money on encroachments operation
and destroying their businesses. Due to the traders protest, traffic was disrupted at Committee
Bazar and Raja Bazar. Later on, the traders dispersed peacefully. TMA Administrator Imran Qurashi
said that the operation would continue till complete removal of encroachments from the city areas.
He advised the shopkeepers to voluntarily remove encroachments or else their goods displayed on
encroached places would be confiscated and put to auction. Traders came on the streets as Tehsil
Municipal Administration (TMA) launched operation against illegal encroachments in the city. They
protestors alleged that the TMA employees disturbed their business activities in the operation
against encroachments despite receiving extortion money every month. The protest badly disrupted
the flow of traffic. Police, however, dispersed the protesters peacefully.

KARACHI: Provincial Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has said that a comprehensive
plan in collaboration with NGOs is being chalked out to save the lives of the people from expected
heat wave that may affect Sindh in July. This he said stated while talking to a delegation here in his
office on Friday. The Minister said that last year many people lost their lives due to severe and
unexpected heat wave in Karachi. He pointed out that we are planning to tackle the situation this
year if such a situation arises again. The Minister said that special wards would be established in all
public and private hospitals and arrangements would be made at main gates of the hospitals and at
certain points in the mega city to provide first aid facilities to heat stroke affected patients. He added
that students of the well reputed institutions and workers of NGOs will be requested to come
forward to help out the Health Department to save the lives of the people.

LAHORE: As part of the National Immunisation Day, polio campaign in Punjab would be held from
January 11 to 13. Advisor to Chief Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafique announced this
during a media briefing on Friday. He said as many as 18 million children below the age of five
would be administered polio drops, adding that mobile and transit teams have been constituted in
the province to conduct the campaign in a smooth manner. He said that a total of 42,604 teams
have been constituted in the 3,522 union councils of the province, adding that 36,012 mobile teams
and 2,313 transit teams would administer polio drops in 4,279 fixed sites. Health Secretary Ali Jan
Khan said given the data analysis of previous campaign, the department would specifically cover
areas that were missed. He directed the staff to ensure that proper evening meetings of the teams
would be held in line with National Emergency Plan for Polio Eradication. Khan said Punjab
accounted for just one case out of a total of 51 cases in the country in 2015, adding that the
province faces a major challenge of migrant population from other provinces. Special transit points
have been set up on bordering districts where children would be immunised on entry points, he
added. Punjab Expanded Programme Immunisation (EPI) Director Dr Munir Ahmed said that
instructions have been passed to all EDOs (health) to ensure coverage of every child, especially
high-risk mobile populations.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif on Friday said that the livestock sector has a key
role in strengthening of economy. “A major segment of rural population is associated with the
livestock sector and development of this sector on permanent basis will not only strengthen rural
economy but also create job opportunities,” he said while addressing a high level meeting, which
reviewed the measures and recommendations for formulating policy framework for the development
of livestock sector in the province. The chief minister said that there is a dire need for hard work for
achieving the targets in the sector, adding that steps should be taken expeditiously for increasing
the share of Punjab in livestock trade at international level. Shahbaz also gave approval to risk
allowance for field staff of the Livestock Department and recruitment against the approved
vacancies of technical staff. “There is a lot of potential in the livestock sector of Punjab. The
provincial government has taken effective measures for the development of the sector, however,
more efforts need for institutional mechanism and capacity building of the staff are required to get
full benefit from existing potential in the livestock sector. The chief minister appreciated the
programme started by the Livestock Department for protection of livestock from diseases and said
that free vaccination of livestock would be continued, adding that Punjab government would provide
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maximum funds for this purpose. Shahbaz lauded the performance of the department regarding
implementation of vaccination programme and appreciated the Livestock secretary and his team.
He said that final recommendations should be evolved with the consultation of the core group
comprising livestock experts for evolving future strategy. “Steps should be taken in advance for
protecting livestock of Cholistan from diseases.” He directed that final proposals should be
submitted for utilising unused land of the department for public welfare projects, adding that drug
regulatory authority would be set up for ensuring standard of medicines for livestock and
departments concerned should present draft of the law as soon as possible. The chief minister
issued instructions for setting up a committee headed by the chief secretary and said that it should
present final recommendations within two weeks after reviewing the proposals and measures. The
Livestock and Dairy Development secretary gave a briefing on the performance of the department
and its future strategies. Punjab Assembly Deputy Speaker Sher Ali Gorchani, Member National
Assembly Afzal Khokhar, Livestock Special Assistant Arshad Jatt, assembly members, chief
secretary, concerned secretaries and livestock experts attended the meeting while Planning and
Development chairman participated through video link. Measures against Swine Flu, Punjab Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has issued instructions to authorities concerned to take all necessary
measures for protection of people from Swine Flu. He said that besides protective measures, a
vigorous awareness campaign should be launched and easy availability of required medicines
should also be ensured. The chief minister directed the Health Department to pay full attention to
the treatment of patients of Swine Flu. He also sought a report from the department in this regard.

RAWALPINDI: Anti dengue spray medicines named ‘Teami Phas’ imported from India by the
Punjab Health department worth billions of rupees to completely eradicate dengue virus from the
province, have been declared expired and of substandard quality.

According to sources, thousands of kilograms medicine is stored in 36 districts of Punjab. Like other
districts, the spray was used in Rawalpindi district for killing the dengue mosquito’s larva, but to no
affect. Sources said that Consultation from experts of Agriculture University was also sought for
destroying the substandard medicines.Some sources said that the expired spray is stored with other
life saving drugs and it could be dangerous.

RAWALPINDI: Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA) on Thursday launched a big operation
against encroachments and confiscated 10 truckloads. The operation was carried out on the
directives of Rawal Town Administrator Imran Qureshi. Town Municipal Officer (TMO) Rawal Town
Mir Akmal supervised the operation. He said the operation would continue till complete elimination
of encroachments in the city area. He asked the shopkeepers to voluntarily remove all
encroachments else their goods will be confiscated and put to auction. He directed the officials to
take strict action against those creating hurdles in the smooth flow of traffic. He further said that no
one will be allowed to violate rule of law. Earlier, TMA officials started the operation on Igbal Road,
Liaguat Road, Bara Bazaar, Fowara Chowk, Raja Bazaar and Kashmiri bazaar and confiscated
truckloads. The area residents lauded the operation and called for its continuation to purge the area
from the shackles of the encroachment mafia.

LAHORE: The number of patients suffering from Swine Flu (H1, N1) is increasing in different
government and private hospitals of the city, as the virus was found in more 30 patients besides
taking two lives in the last month. The current development projects across the city are the major
source of increasing environment pollution, which is instigating different diseases among the
citizens including cough, iliness, asthma and Swine Flu.

CHITRAL: A delegation of PTI leaders from Chitral led by Rehmat Ghazi and MPA Fouzia Bibi
called on Chief Minister Pervez Khattak in Peshawar, a press release issued by the party’s district
chapter said.The members of the delegation included Abdul Wali Khan Advocate, Abdul Latif, Nazir
Ahmed, Faisal Salahuddin, Shahbaz Ahmed, Rehmat Wali Khan Advocate, Shahid Ahmed, Hyder
Nabi and representatives from Shishi Koh.

The delegation discussed with the chief minister matters pertaining to the establishment of a
university in Chitral, reconstruction of the Reshun powerhouse, Qaqglasht housing scheme, Ahtak
water channel and construction of protection walls along the rivers. Besides, the rehabilitation of the
flood and earthquake-affected people was also discussed. The delegation requested the chief
minister to provide funds for the construction of the Shihi Koh road.

The chief minister assured the delegation that funds would be provided for the construction of the
protection walls along the rivers. He said he would also try his best to arrange funds for the
construction of the Shishi Koh road.Abdul Wali Khan advocate complained to the chief minister that
due to the carelessness and inefficiency of government officials, people of Chitral were facing lots of
hardship in almost all spheres of life.

The chief minister on the occasion directed that work on the Qaqglasht housing schemes should be
launched without further delay.

KARACHI: As many as 30 new dengue fever cases have been reported from Karachi in first week
January 2016.

According to data shared by Dengue Prevention and Control Program Sindh, at least 30 new
dengue fever cases have been detected in Karachi from 1st to 7th January 2016, out of which 16
were treated in In-patient Department, while 14 were reported in Outpatient Department.

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) has initiated anti-dengue and malaria drive aimed at
protecting citizens from infectious diseases. The 12th round of KMC'’s anti-fever control programme
drive which has been kicked off on last Tuesday which would continue till January 25. All union
councils of the six districts have been engaged in the campaign. The spray schedule designed by
Municipal Services Department stated that it would carry out fumigation in Keamari Town on Friday
8 January, Korangi Town on 9 January, and Baldia Town on 10 January Spray would also be
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carried out at parts of Janshed Town, Gulshan-e-Igbal, New Karachi, North Karachi, Liagatabad,
Gulbergh, Korangi, Landhi, Shah Faisal, Malir district, Bin Qasim Town, and Gadap Town
simultaneously.

Fumigation would be conducted at commercial centres, public places, streets, and areas near
drains and nullahs to protect people from infectious deceases. As many as 30 vehicles would take
part in the drive.

KARACHI: Green Crescent Trust (GCT) and Sindh Education Foundation (SEF) have signed an
agreement for the establishment of 19 schools in rural Sindh. According to statement, SEF Director
Programmes Rafique Mustafa and Green Crescent Trust CEO Zahid Saeed have signed the
agreement for setting up more than 19 schools in Karachi and remote areas of Sindh. In this joint
effort of SEF and Green Crescent Trust, these schools will be established with in first half of current
year. It is also stated that Green Crescent Trust is working for education for two decades, and has
established more than 134 schools all over Sindh with more than 23,000 students, however, the
SEF which is working for spreading literacy in rural Sindh is going to establish more schools in
remote areas. Zahid Saeed of GCT said that both foundations are working for equal right to
education of every citizen since decades. Keeping this goal in mind, the trust is establishing
educational institutions in rural areas of Sindh. "Without education we cannot build nation and until
the rural areas will not included in main stream of educational opportunities, the dream of collective
prosperity cannot come true," he remarked. He also said that Green Crescent Trust is providing
standard education to the ignored parts of the society.

KARACHI: The tug of war between provincial Health Department and the Police Department has
badly affected the patient care at Sindh Police Hospital Karachi, causing grave inconvenience for
patients. An administrative official of Sindh Police Hospital Karachi on condition of anonymity said
that the hospital administration has been facing acute shortage of specialist doctors, funds,
medicines and diagnostic facilities to run the hospital smoothly. However, both the police
department and provincial health department have miserably failed to increases the budget of this
crucial hospital and they are also reluctant the fill the vacant posts of consultant doctors' despite
several requests sent by the hospital administration. The official said the hospital urgently requires
consultant doctors and blood bank in order to provide better health facilities to police officials and
their families. He said attendance of patients in the hospital has dropped due to the shortage of
doctors and drugs. "The hospital needs a general surgeon, gynaecologist, orthopedic surgeon,
anesthesiologist, paediatrician and other technicians to improve healthcare performance in this 50-
beded police treatment facility. The operation theater of hospital has already been closed down,
owing to the shortage of surgeons and skilled staff," he regretted. He said the Home Department
spends millions of rupees every year on medical treatment of policemen from 'very costly' private
hospitals of the city, who get injured in the line of duty. "Millions of rupees per month could be saved
by providing specialist doctors to the police hospital. However, some vested interests are not in
favour of improving healthcare and surgical facilities at the police hospital, as it would deprive them
from hefty commission and kickbacks from the private facilities," he remarked. This conflict of
interests is the main reason why this crucially important police hospital is ignored and millions of
rupees paid to private hospitals to treat the injured and sick policemen and their families, he
added.The official said there is no stock of medicines left for the patients in the hospital while its
ultrasound machine has been lying out of order since long. He said the hospital also needs a blood
bank, which must be established in the healthcare on priority basis in order to fulfil blood
requirements of the injured policemen in emergency situations. He said the hospital laboratory also
requires up gradation. When contacted, Sindh Police Hospital Medical Superintendent of Dr
Sikander Shah said a request has already been sent to the Sindh inspector general police and other
high ups of the department for resolving the hospital's issues on priority in order to improve patient
care in this very important healthcare centre of policemen and officers who have been rendering
brave services to control terrorism and crime in Sindh.

RAWALPINDI: The district administration has decided to scrutinise non-organisational
organisations (NGOs) to ascertain their authenticity and genuineness, sources said. Senior Social
Welfare Officer Muhammad Aslam Matila said that process of securitisation of NGOs across the
district Rawalpindi was under way as per orders of the Supreme Court. He said that fake and
unregistered NGOs will be banned from working anymore. He also said that such NGOs which
carry out welfare-oriented projects and serve humanity will be encouraged.

LAHORE: A private hospital lift carrying nine people including women and children collapsed near
on Wednesday. The lift was on the 4th floor of the hospital when it fell to the ground. The sound of
lift collapsing created panic among the patients who were admitted in different wards of the Suriya
Azeem Hospital. A large number of locals, rescue teams and police reached the spot and started
rescue operation. The rescue teams provided medical treatment to six people on the spot and
shifted three other injured in a nearby hospital sighting their critical conditions. After the incident,
patients and their relatives staged a protest demonstration against the hospital administration for
using old lifts and demanded installation of a new one. Meanwhile, a father of two committed
suicide by swallowing poisonous pills over some domestic issue in the Sherakot police area. The
deceased, identified as Farhan of Bhawalnagar, worked in a private security company. The police
said that victim was depressed over some issue and ate poisonous pills at home. Moreover, two
people including a woman died in different road accidents near Harbanspuran and Shahdra. In the
first incident, Altaf of Harbanspura was on his way on a bike with his wife when a speedy truck hit
them near Croll Ghatti. As a result, both received serious injury while the truck driver managed to
escape the scene. The injured were taken to a nearby hospital where Altaf’'s wife succumbed to her
injuries. In other incident, a 50-year-old Mubarak Ali of Shahdra was crossing the main road near
metro bus terminal when a rashly driven car hit him and managed to escape. The injured was taken
to a local hospital where doctors pronounced him dead. Police handed over the dead bodies to their
heirs after completing the legal procedures.
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RAWALPINDI: A fire that broke out at a five-star hotel in Rawalpindi in the wee hours of
Wednesday was extinguished after hours efforts by the fire fighters. According to officials, rescue
workers and fire fighters managed to extinguish the fire and no casualties were reported in the
incident. Officials said that the fire, whose cause is not yet known, started in a room of the hotel's
finance section. The smoke reportedly billowed to the upper floors and filled the entire multi-storey
building. Further, rescue teams and firefighters reached the scene and managed to pull out people
trapped inside the hotel and extinguish the fire.

KARACHI: At least 8,000 policemen will be deployed to provide security to 4,634 polio teams for a
four-day anti-polio drive starting form January 11. Additional Inspector General of Police Mushtaq
Ahmed Maher on Tuesday directed all the SSPs to ensure the security of polio workers. Chairing a
meeting, Maher directed all the officers concerned to make sure that the security of polio workers
and other representatives of polio team is ensured. He directed the officers to implement a
contingency plan for protection of the polio teams in different areas of the metropolis. In a meeting,
Additional IGP reviewed security plan for the polio campaign. All zonal DIGs,, SSPs and
representatives of polio and UNICEF teams were also present on the occasion. He directed the
police officers to hold consultation with all the stakeholders, and make a comprehensive plan with
their coordination. Meanwhile, Sindh Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar has said that
eradication of polio, reduction in mortality rate of newly born children and provision of health care
facilities are first priority of the health department. He was presiding over a meeting of District
Health Officers Karachi on Tuesday. Dr Zafar Aijaz, Dr Shakoor Abbasi, Dr Tahir Aziz Shaikh, Dr
Khalil Panhwar and Dr Taufique also attended the meeting. He said that he would pay surprise
visits to government hospitals to observe ground realities and if any negligence was found he would
not only take action against the employee concerned but the DHO will also brought to task as well.
He warned that there was no room for ghost employees and all measures would be taken to provide
better health facilities to the patients. The minister directed all DHOs to provide list of all functional,
non-functional hospitals, existing health care facilities and requirements of the hospitals that came
under their domain. Professors of medical colleges should pay regular visits to all hospitals to train
junior doctors and focus should be on neglected areas of Karachi specially Malir and Korangi. He
extended his full support to all DHOs to improve health care facilities and hoped that they would
perform their duties up to the people's expectations.

KOHAT: The KDA divisional headquarters hospital has become a permanent bane for patients due
to non-availability of house officers in different wards both during the day and night shifts.Kohat
Deputy Commissioner Zahir Shah Mohmand, during a surprise visit to the hospital, found the house
officers absent from duty.He reprimanded the Medical Superintendent Dr Naseem Jan to ensure
their presence in the wards because doctors could not be called from emergency unit for serious
patients who required round the clock attention and observation.Dr Naseem admitted that there was
a serious problem of absenteeism of the house officers but said that after declaration of the facility
as the teaching hospital it was the duty of the unit in-charge, who was a professor in this case, to
appoint house officers.

He put the responsibility of the absence of house officers on the chief executive of the medical
college. “I have written several times to the chief executive of the teaching hospital to bind the
house officers to attend their duties and prepare their roaster but no serious attention is being paid
to the problem. He said due to acute shortage of doctors he could not appoint house officers.When
contacted on his mobile phone, Dr Saleem Khattak, the chief executive of the teaching hospital and
medical college, told Dawn that the problem was there and that he had issued notices that the
house job doctors won't be given degrees if they didn't complete their job.He criticised the
administration of the KDA hospital for not taking action against senior doctors who didn’t come to
duty so that the under training doctors could learn from them.He complained that whenever he took
action against a doctor paramedics rose against him by siding with the house job doctors and put so
much pressure that he had to take back directives on several occasions.“l have once suggested to
the MS that he should deduct salaries of senior doctors who refuse to come to the hospital and
prefer to run their private clinics. In short, both me and the MS can solve this problem, but by
blaming each other no result will come out,” he said.

RAWALPINDI: Inquiry into appointment of 2,500 teachers on fake degrees in Rawalpindi education
department has been launched. According to reports, a three-member inquiry committee has been
constituted under Education Deputy District Officer Shafgat Rehman to probe into the matter. These
appointments were made on fake domiciles and other documents. These teachers were receiving
salaries regularly and the payment of salaries has been suspended from this month. This committee
will fix responsibility and present report to EDO Education.

ISLAMABAD: Government has declared Islamabad as sister city of Minsk which is the capital and
largest city of Belarus. According to reports, Capital Development Authority (CDA) has filed report
with cabinet division through CADD for its approval in this regard. During Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif visit to Belarus a few months back, both the governments of Pakistan and Belarus had
agreed that Islamabad and Minsk will be made sister cities A senior official of CDA said that as per
agreement new avenues of cooperation between the two capitals in diverse fields including
municipal cooperation and youth development cooperation have been opened. Meanwhile, federal
government has also decided to grant A-1 status to Rawalpindi Cantonment Board and increase its
wards from 10 to 18 in wake of its growing population. According to sources, Statistics Bureau has
dispatched a letter to the cantonment board stating that population has exorbitantly increased after
1998 population census. A-1 grade to be given including number of wards to be increased in
cantonment board of which population has exceeded 1200000. Sources further disclosed that
opinion was sought from newly elected councilors in this regard but they have opposed it.

KARAK: The residents of Takht-i-Nusrati tehsil here on Monday took to the streets against
excessive loadshedding and low gas pressure, blocking the Karak-Darratang road for a while.They
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set a week’s deadline for the authorities concerned to meet their demands. The protesters led by
Islahi Committee president Mohammad Nawaz marched through the Takht-i-Nusrati bazaar against
the more than 21 hours of loadshedding and low gas pressure.The protesters alleged that the
Pesco and SNGPL had hatched a conspiracy against the people of the district. They lamented that
the elected representatives of the district, including the councillors, were not interested in solving
their problems. They alleged that local lawmakers were busy in misappropriating oil and gas royalty
funds. They said the people were facing water shortage as the water supply schemes could not be
run without electricity.The protesters regretted that several projects consuming billions of rupees
could not be made operational due to ill-planning. They demanded of the Pesco authorities to
ensure loadshedding according to a schedule.They threatened that if the SNGPL didn’t improve the
gas pressure, the people would occupy the Sale Meter Station of the company.

RAWALPINDI: Security guards have not been appointed in 446 schools that were declared as
sensitive by law enforcement agencies all over the district. Education department has appointed
only 47 security guards and left the security of remaining schools at the mercy of Naib Qasids.
According to the report of law enforcement agencies, Punjab government had placed 241 school
under A Plus category and 252 schools under category A. Rawalpindi Education Department was
directed to appoint security guards in these schools. Applications were invited by education
department for the enrolment of security guards in 197 schools. A total of 156 applications were
received from the candidates and only 47 security guards were appointed in this regard. In the
remaining schools, Naib Qasids are performing the duties of security guards.

RAWALPINDI: A five-day anti-polio drive would commence in the entire district from January 11.
During the campaign, 1696 polio teams would go door to door and administer polio drops to
750,793 children less than five years of age. Health Executive District Officer (EDO) Dr Arshad Ali
Sabir said that the staff deployed for the campaign has been issued special instructions and
informed that no negligence in this regard would be tolerated. EDO said that 1696 mobile teams
have been constituted for door to door vaccination of the children. Besides that 291 special centres
will be set up to facilitate the parents so that their children could be vaccinated in nearby areas.
Sufficient quantity of vaccine is available and no stone will be left unturned in our efforts to make the
campaign a success. The District Programme Coordinator Javaid Igbal Ch informed that the Health
Department officials have been directed to remain vigilant particularly in those areas where
poliovirus was found during the last campaign. He said that all possible steps had been taken by the
Health Department to make the campaign a success.

RAWALPINDI: Decision has been taken to run 5th rail car between Rawalpindi and Lahore in the
wake of unprecedented rise in the number of passengers on this route. Divisional Superintendent
Railway Abdul Malik said that the decision has been taken in principle to launch the 5th rail car due
to increase in commuters. However final approval will be accorded by headquarters office Lahore.
Following its approval by Lahore headquarters, schedule of this rail service will be announced, he
added.

TOBA TEK SINGH: A van was reduced to skeleton and two others were partially damaged when a
fire broke out in the compound of the District Health Complex on Jhang Road on Sunday.Old vans
meant for the National Health Programme had been parked in the compound, where the fire
incident took place. The TMA fire brigade controlled the flames the cause of which could not be
known.

MANSEHRA: The Homeopathic Doctors Association here has threatened to start agitation against
the three times increase in the fee for renewal of their practicing licence by the Health Care
Commission of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government.“The government is creating hurdles for us by
making a significant increase in the fee. We would never accept this and start agitation for our
rights,” Dr Guftar, president of the association, told a meeting here on Sunday.The homeopaths
from across the district gathered here to evolve their future strategy after the government increased
their annual licence fee from Rs500 to Rs2,000. He said that they were contemplating to move court
against the government’s decision.“The government is facilitating allopathic doctors and imposing
restrictions on us, which is unacceptable and we would go to the court against this,” he said. He
said that the commission had retained Rs1,000 practicing fee for MBBS doctors, but increased their
fee to Rs2000.The association president complained that they were not given representation in the
commission like doctors. He said that they had already moved the court challenging the government
ban on them to use X-rays and ultrasound machines.
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