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ISLAMABAD: For the first time, the government has shared consolidated figures of the total loss of lives
caused due to terrorism during the last five years. The statistics also include details regarding the total
number of terrorists killed, sentenced to death or awaiting their death sentence. The interior ministry
provided the statistics in the National Assembly during the question hour on Friday. According to the
reply, a total of 3,157 personnel of law enforcement agencies (LEA) were killed and 5,988 injured during
this period. At the same time, a total of 5,532 civilians were killed and 10,195 were injuries. The highest
number of the LEA personnel were killed and injured in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata),
where 1,487 personnel laid down their lives and 2,224 sustained injuries. Some 1,470 civilians were
killed and 2,761 were injured in Fata in the same period. The total number of terrorists killed during this
period is 3,759, with 2,530 in Fata, 90 in Punjab, 342 in Sindh, 351 in K-P, 435 in Balochistan, seven in
Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), three in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and one in Gilgit-Baltistan
The total number of terrorists sentenced to death during this period is 173 — with 64 in Punjab, 106 in
Sindh and one each in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), Balochistan and the ICT. The total number of
terrorists awaiting execution is 206, with 81 in Punjab, 98 in Sindh, 25 in the K-P and one each in
Balochistan and the ICT.
Implementation on National Action Plan
On another question about the implementation on the National Action Plan (NAP) against terrorism, the
ministry revealed that a total of 1,985 arrests were made in connection with 1,933 cases of hate speech
and hate literature. It said 2,390 items of hate speech and literature were confiscated and 71 shops were
sealed. In this regard, legislation was enacted by Punjab. “A total of 7,411 cases of misuse of
loudspeakers were reported and 6,979 arrests made. A total of 2,039 pieces of equipment were
confiscated,” the reply said. The interior ministry said a committee on madrassa reforms has been
i with from Ittehad M: Pakistan (ITMP), the National
Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta), the Ministry of Religious Affairs and the Ministry of Education. *The
committee will submit its recommendations on implementation of the NAP with regard to regulations of
madrassas,” the reply said. A standard form for registration of madaris has been developed and shared
with provinces and the ITMP. Moreover, mapping has been completed in the ICT and Punjab while the
mapping for Sindh, the K-P, Balochistan and the AJK is underway, it said.
The interior ministry told the house that a total of 182 suspected madrassas had been closed. Of these
two were located in Punjab, 167 in Sindh and 13 in the K-P while a total of 72 unregistered madrassas
were also closed in Sindh. “There are a total of 190 foreign-funded madrassas with 147 in Punjab, six in
Sindh, seven in the K-P and 30 in Balochistan,” it said. To revamp the legislation, Punjab, the K-P and
the AJK have enacted laws covering misuse of loudspeakers, hate speech, illegal weapons and
Maintenance of Public Order. Balochistan and Sindh have adopted Punjab's laws The NA session on
Friday was subsequently prorogued due to lack of quorum. On a summary initiated by the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, the president has approved the prime minister's advice for summoning the next
session of the lower house on Monday at 4pm
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NEWS HEADLINES

How dengue outbreak was

tackled in Swat
The News,November29, 2015

Pakistan adopting
environment-friendly
policies to overcome

climate degradation: PM
Dunya News,November28, 2015
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DETAILS

PESHAWAR: Tackling the dengue has been a success story in Swat, a district once known for its
natural beauty and peace and then as the centre of militancy and lawlessness.The Swat district
administration and the Health Department made strenuous efforts to control dengue as only 36
cases were reported in the district in the current year with no deaths.A large-scale dengue fever
outbreak occurred in Swat in 2013. The first case was reported on August 19, 2013.

The outbreak occurred mainly in the urban areas of Swat with 95 percent of the cases registered in
the union councils of the urban Babuzai tehsil in Mingora Municipality having population of
600,000. The remaining five percent were reported from the rest of Swat. Babuzai tehsil remained
a high risk area.Some 25 blood samples were sent to the National Institute of Health (NIH)
Islamabad and it was confirmed that three strain of viruses i.e. DEN-1, DEN-2 and DEN-3, were
present in the analysed blood samples.In 2013, as many as 9,038 dengue cases were reported in
Swat and 37 patients died.

Some reports said that the number of cases in Swat in 2013 could have been even higher as many
patients were under treatment at private hospitals and their data wasn’t recorded.According to the
World Health Organisation (WHO) sources and Dr Haider, who was the Technical Focal Person for
dengue campaign, it was feared that the number of dengue cases in 2014 could go up to 30,000
due to the presence of dengue larva in the affected urban areas in Swat.

However, the district administration of Swat rose to the challenge and Deputy Commissioner
Mahmood Aslam Wazir devised a detailed working plan at the district level to fight dengue
epidemic in 2014.The heads of all the departments were sensitised and directed to play their role
in the success of the KP government dengue plan 2014.The line departments, community based
organisations, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the Lady Health Workers (LHWSs) of
the Health Department assured that they will work round the clock and even on public holidays to
arrest the outbreak of dengue epidemic.

In June 2014, the first suspected dengue case was reported from Shahdara in Babuzai tehsil. A
total of 307 cases were reported from all of Swat district. As many as 216 cases were from one
place, Skha Cheena, in Amankot Union Council.Larvacidal activity was started through District
Health Officer’s office soon after the eggs hatched larva in April. It was carried out in all the high
risk union councils under the supervision of malaria supervisors during outdoor surveillance.
Almost all the drains and ponds were covered during the activity for eradication of dengue
larva.Numerous sessions were arranged about dengue awareness after the incidence of cases in
Skha Cheena village. Three sessions were held in mosques in Skha Cheena to create awareness
among the people. The local MPAs also attended the sessions.

Some innovative steps that were taken in 2014 and 2015 included display and distribution of 1,000
banners, 3,500 posters and 500,000 leaflets for creating awareness about dengue. The district
administration also got vehicle-mounted projectors to show dengue awareness videos to the public
in various bazaars of Mingora city. Meetings with all the line department heads were arranged and
they were asked to ensure removal of larva from their offices and houses. The use of
chemical/fogging was avoided to a great extent and majority of the larva was destroyed through
mechanical larvacidal activity as per advice of the doctors at thousands of sites in different areas.

VALLETTA :Addressing the Commonwealth summit on Climate Change in Malta, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has said that climate change poses a serious threat to human life in the world, the
Radio Pakistan reported on Saturday.He informed that Pakistan experienced massive floods in
2010 and 2011.

He called for providing of latest technology and other resources for implementation of decisions of
the conference in letter and spirit. The Prime Minister said cooperation should be provided to
underdeveloped countries to overcome the challenges of climate change.He said Pakistan was hit
by climate change badly and Himalayan Glaciers are melting very quickly as compared to other
parts of the world.He said we are adopting environment-friendly policies to overcome climate
degradation.

On Friday, Queen Elizabeth |l opened the 2015 Commonwealth summit with a colourful ceremony
attended by world leaders gathered for pressing talks on climate change.As the clock ticks to a UN
climate conference in Paris starting Monday, leaders at the summit including France’s Francois
Hollande, Britain’s David Cameron and the UN‘s Ban Ki-moon are try to open the door to a
landmark accord for limiting greenhouse gases.Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid said that
during Paris Conference, Pakistan will highlight its vulnerability to the prevailing and future threats
of Climate Change.

Health Impacts Of Climate Change

Medical experts say climate change affects human health in direct ways, by the spread of water-
and mosquito-borne diseases for example, and indirectly, such as through hunger.Between 2030
and 2050, climate change could result in nearly 250,000 deaths per year -- an estimated 38,000
from high temperatures, 48,000 deaths from diarrhoea, 60,000 from malaria and 95,000 from
malnutrition, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).By 2030, the direct damage costs
to health will be a whopping two to four billion US dollars (1.9 to 3.8 billion euros) per year,
according to the WHO.Patrice Halimi, the secretary general of France's environmental health
association, said it is a multi-faceted issue."Like any other slow-onset disaster, there is not one
cause that leads to one effect," he said. "It s a series of events."
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case at climate conference
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More resources to control
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Halimi said it is not necessarily global warming itself that would lead to a cholera epidemic, but
warmer temperatures conducive to deadly outbreaks.Robert Barouki of the French National
Institute of Health and Medical Research said that the real difficulty lies in "measuring the part that
global warming plays in health issues."Scorching temperatures can cause cardiovascular and
respiratory problems, especially in elderly people."There have always been heatwaves, but their
frequency and intensity have increased," Barouki said.

During the widespread 2003 heatwave in Europe, more than 70,000 deaths were recorded.And
with more sunlight comes more UV-related risks, like skin cancer, Barouki said.Climate change will
also lead to increased deaths from natural disasters such as floods and hurricanes.Weather-
related disasters have tripled since the 1960s, WHO says, adding that "every year, these disasters
result in over 60,000 deaths, mainly in developing countries."Halimi says global warming will
facilitate the spread of infectious diseases which depend on carriers such as mosquitoes.

WHO said that climate change is likely to lengthen the transmission seasons of these "vector-
borne" diseases -- which are spread by a vector, or carrier -- and to alter their geographic range.
Malaria already kills around 800,000 people per year, according to WHO.Mosquitoes also spread
the deadly dengue fever, and some studies suggest that global warming could lead to two billion
more people being at risk from the disease by 2080.

The UN agency estimates that China will see an increase in a disease called Schistosomiasis,
spread by snails in many underdeveloped regions. Some 240 million people worldwide already
suffer from Schistosomiasis.Bruno Housset, head of the French Federation of Pneumology, says
an increase in forest fires caused by global warming, especially in the north, would result in more
fine particles in the air. These particles are capable of penetrating deep into the lungs and can lead
to lung cancer and asthma.Around 300 million people suffer from asthma worldwide, and WHO
says the "ongoing temperature increases are expected to increase this burden."Warmer
temperatures will also likely help allergy-inducing plants multiply, with Europe s pollen
concentration expected to swell fourfold by 2050.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change Zahid Hamid on Friday said he would highlight
Pakistan’s case of growing vulnerability to disasters caused by global warming at the global climate
conference taking place in Paris from November 30.Briefing the media on the demands the 27-
member Pakistan delegation would put forward at the conference he said he would push rich
countries for financial and technical support to cope with various climatic risks.

“Sustainability of Pakistan’s economy is at stake. Climate change-induced disasters, particularly
floods and erratic rainfall patterns, have already affected water, agriculture and energy sectors,
which are at the heart of the national socio-economic development goals,” he emphasized.He told
the media that the event was significant in terms of international climate policy development
process. The conference would determine the global climate regime with far-reaching economic,
social, technological and policy implications and opportunities for countries in varying degrees.The
two-week long climate meeting will be attended by delegations of around 195 developed and
developing countries.

Climate change minister Zahid Hamid will lead the Pakistani delegation comprising government
officials from different federal, provincial government departments, representatives of NGOs,
educational institutions and private sector.He highlighted that Pakistan’s contribution to global
emissions was minuscule, roughly 0.8 per cent of global GHG emissions.“However, Pakistan is
frequently exposed to worsening and extreme weather events such as droughts, sea level rise,
floods, landslides, recession of glaciers and glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF); and cyclone
activity.“The most recent Global Climate Risk Index issued by German Watch, ranks Pakistan as
the 10th most vulnerable country to impacts of climate change. During the last 20 years, average
annual economic losses due to climate related events have been estimated at $4 billion,” he
added.Zahid Hamid explained that the case for Pakistan’s exposure to the climate change risks
and prevailing opportunities would be compellingly presented at the conference.“We will portray
our future economic progress and development objectives and plans as mentioned in Pakistan
Vision 2025 and National Climate Change Policy to elaborate on the country’s growing economy.”
he said.

Secretary Health Punjab Jawad Rafiq Malik has said the additional resources will be provided to
the Environmental Protection Department for efficient dengue surveillance, especially additional
field staff will be employed for the department to strengthen the district setup of Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad, Multan and Sheikhupura. Presiding over a meeting for strengthening of the district
setup of Environmental Protection Department to further improve the dengue surveillance, he said
this additional staff would also provide their services for environmental protection. Special
Secretary Health Gulzar Hussain Shah, Director General Environmental Protection Department
Javed Igbal, Deputy Secretary Local Government Najeeb Aslam, Deputy Secretary Finance Dr
Noor-ul Ain, Deputy Secretary Budget & Accounts Health Department Sarfraz Ahmad and other
concerned officers attended the meeting.

The great socio-economic divide between the countries of the northern and the southern
hemisphere originates from over consumption of resources in the former and the over population in
the latter. The access of the countries of the northern hemisphere e.g. US and the European Union
to vast natural resources- coal, gas, oil etc., which are ca. three fourths that of the world, therefore,
determines the way the people in these countries view problems related to environment e.g.
water, food and energy elsewhere. And notwithstanding it's not ratifying the Kyoto protocol (1997),
US increased its emissions by 12%, it continued, however, to add to forests, greenways and trees
[Renewed every year with the young and new saplings to increase the size of her sink for green
house gases (GHG)], -and later, Canada, which withdrew itself from the protocol continues to emit
exorbitant amounts of CO2 despite its target to achieve 30% reduction by 2030.

France, however, reduced its average, annual CO2 emissions by 13%-from 564megatons in 1990
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to 490megatons in 2013, compared to 5.2% required by the protocol by 2012, the emergence of
some fifty new, big emitters in the region and elsewhere i.e., China, India, Turkey, Egypt, Brazil
etc., in the meantime, has added to environmental catastrophs globally, and Pakistan, with the
lowest per capita emissions in the world is being worst hit today. And, water and food insecurity,
and diseases like cholera, gastroenteritis, typhoid, dengue etc., due to drought, and deluge
continue to play havoc with the life and property of people of the country.

Improvement of air quality, reduction in the concentrations of pollutants such as sulphur
oxides,carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulates, ban on the use of CFCs from air
conditioning and removal of lead from gasoline in the US and elsewhere constitutes, however, a
big leap forward for the Montreal Protocol.In USA, where the environmental considerations and
decision making have always been subject to concerns of the people and the various political
parties, whatever they are, they have upheld the peoples’ concern in environmental issues.
Though a rare phenomenon, while the then US president, George W. Bush was at daggers drawn
with the leading US environmentalist and NASA climate scientist, Dr. James E. Hansen for his
stance on green house gases and climate change, it, however, failed to subdue the growing
American environmentalism. Earlier, soon after the celebration of the first Earth Day in 1970,
president Richard Nixon established through an ordinance, the epoch making Environmental
Protection Agency in the country, while the congress was sitting.

The recent developments in politics, policies or approach for clean energy, air and water could be
termed a great paradigm shift in US history. And “most important politically”, as pointed out by
environmentalist, Professor Rosenbaum, they “originate from a durable national consensus that
environmental protection must be a first-order public concern”.The widespread, frequent
inundations in Pakistan, point to the urgent need of large reservoirs for storage of water e.g. big
dams, including the much needed, rain fed, Kala Bagh Dam, and increasing overall catchment
areas by deepening of existing rivers, canals etc., apart from small dams, new lakes and canals.
Dry digging a new canal, parallel to Suez by Egypt recently- single handedly, using its own
resources, marks the political will and self reliance, much sought after in Pakistan. At the pre-
COP21 “Pakistan sey Paris” Forum, a brainchild of the French ambassador, HE Mrs. Martine
Dorance and officers of the embassy held recently at Lahore, by teaming with the various UN
agencies, academic and government institutions, and NGOs, the importance for public-centric,
combined mitigation-adaptation approaches was stressed to overcome the environmental
problems inflicting our socio-economic ambience.

The growing interest of students of universities and academia, and of the civil society in
environment elsewhere, e.g. NY Institute of Technology NY.,The University of Pennsylvania, the
public-private partnership in cleaning Cyuhoga river in Cleveland, and Charles Sturt University —
city council of Wagga Wagga, Australia, and the “One student —One tree” project started at GCUF
and various city areas in 2010 projected a role that the academia and civil society could play
together to mitigate climate warming.

While the World Bank in its report declared Pakistan in 2008 as a water stressed country, it is
highly deplorable that 34 MAF of water- an amount equivalent at least to five KBDs, continues to
be lost annually to the Arabian sea. Quite frequently, there are water shortages of 30-35 MAF at
the time of Rabi sowing in the country and if waters of Kabul river were diverted further, this will
reduce water flows in the Indus by another 14 %.

According to Small Dams Organisation, it has built 60 small dams in the Pothohar plateau in the
Punjab with sites for additional 19 small dams. which it deems too small to make any difference to
the large quantity i.e.104 MAF of water which had been available for irrigation ever since Tarbela
dam was commissioned. This does not negate the significance of small dams for a water scarce
country like Pakistan.

As of today, KBD is singular as a project which was approved by the council of common interests
some sixty years ago involving a substantial outlay of public money on a technical study and
feasibility report, water experts from all over the country have been enumerating various benefits of
the dam, based on water and food insecurity, and energy shortfalls versus its opposition by certain
political groups. Certainly, only big dams like Kala Bagh Dam should be the first order public
concern of this country.

VLHETNEEL S ENNIEELEER NG oM The Chief Minister of Punjab Mian Shehbaz Sharif has admitted himself that Pakistan still needs
to improve its disaster good governance and every department should play its role in the progress of the country. If
management Khadim-e-Aala's statement comes true, then good news for my fellow citizens is on its way.

The Nation,November28, 2015 | just came across an astonishing fact that even after a decade of the disastrous earthquake of
2005 struck Pakistan, the victims are still facing unbearable difficulties. It seems that time has
offered more services of rehabilitation for the poor victims than the government, which had taken
billions and billions of dollars of aid from the world promising to rescue these people.

Peeking into the past bring me closer to the time when the 7.6 magnitude earthquake was felt
across South Asia especially in Pakistan, India and Afghanistan, causing over 73,000 deaths and a
100,0000 more injuries. That was a tragedy; around 2.8 million people got displaced due to this
immense tremor.As an international response, Pakistan received a massive amount of aid from all
over the world which estimated about $ 5.8 billion. Yet on the pretext of having less or no funds,
most of the rescue work is in jeopardy.The affected area of Azad Jammu Kashmir and North-West
Frontier Province suffered massive structural and economic damage. The town of Balakot — where
5,000 people were killed — was completely wiped out.

No doubt natural disaster is inevitable and unavoidable. Although human beings have made
tremendous progress but they are still helpless before the cruelties of Nature. These disasters
shake up societies from head to toe. People get displaced, houses get broken, properties get
destroyed, land sliding takes place disrupting communication and transport, plagues break out and
all that is left behind is a hope of rehabilitation.However, wise nations always adopt precautions
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against the devastation of natural calamities. On March 11, 2011 an earthquake struck the coast of
Japan. The quake also brought forth the largest recorded Tsunami in Japanese history.

A year later, Japan committed to recover from the destruction caused by that earthquake and put
all its resources into work to prepare for future disasters, showing the government’s sense of
responsibility and dedication to its society. A team from Tokyo University drew a conclusion by
using seismographic data that there is a 70% probability of a tremor hitting Tokyo over the next
four years.According to a report issued by the heritage foundation, Japan advanced its technology
in particular fields, like recovery and resilience of critical infrastructure, environmental remediation,
compensation and disaster assistance and population resiliency.

On the other hand, in Pakistan, every government focuses on relief that has no long term impact
which ultimately leads to the continuing suffering of the affected people.Bearing the brunt of the
calamity people reduce to asking for food, water, and for every basic necessity from the
government and non-government organizations, even after the government received a large
amount of money as international aid.Despite the government’s claims of building infrastructure in
affected areas, countless children are forced to study without shelter, people are deprived of basic
health facilities and roads and bridges are still unrepaired.

The estimation of total loss is unendurable as almost 58,808 schools and colleges as well as 307
hospitals and medical units, 2,393 kilometers of roads and 92 bridges were crumbled which means
a total devastation.According to the United States’ geological survey Pakistan is the most active
quake zone in the Himalayan region.If we carefully observe the measures taken by the Pakistani
government in order to avoid such destruction in the future, we see nothing but a bundle of black
and white promises.

Every year the promises made by the government of Pakistan to make arrangements to
compensate for the misery of affected people, build cities more resilient to disasters and educate
the people about disaster risk reduction remain unfulfilled. Over and above the construction of
infrastructure also seems unviable. The government's stance in this matter is not only astonishing
but particularly abhorrent. Because of other priorities, the government was compelled to divert
funds to remedial efforts for other problems and natural disasters, like a heavy flood in 2010-2011
and very recently on 26 Oct another earthquake of magnitude 7.5.

Yet again the government has articulated its concerns over rehabilitation, a compensation for
damaged houses in this tremor and appeal for international aid but government official and rescue
workers are facing problems in communicating with the authorities in remote areas due to the
disrupted communications system and blocked roads that have never been repaired

In the past, it had been reported by government agencies and different NGOs that far-reaching
corruption and lack of transparency in the use of international aid are the main causes in the delay
of the rehabilitation process.The evidence is eminent regarding the rehabilitation work which
seems a shady project in Pakistan. But, so far, no investigations have been made in this regard.
People are still living like they are in the Stone Age in quake affected areas, without clean water,
hygienic food, improved infrastructure which depicted a looming gap between state and its
inhabitants plus authority’s performance spilling into the open.

From the past experiences it can be concluded that we are going to experience more such natural
disasters. Then why is the Pakistani government still far away from providing solid solutions for
such catastrophes. There is no discord over avoiding such natural calamities completely but the
destruction and consequences could be minimized.The act of preventing financial collapse, we
need infrastructure that can resist earthquakes, formations of institutes on community basis to
educate people, improvement in crisis and disaster management skills, and above all to make the
system transparent. These are the precise measures that can help in providing rehabilitation. The
formation of the rescue departments and the recruitments of the personnel should be based on fast
tracked policies. We need to be more clear and pragmatic and we need to understand the gravity
of the matter in the first place, otherwise such disasters would continue to impede the progress of
the country.

ISLAMABAD: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has so far paid compensation to the heirs of
223 people who died in the earthquake as well as 472 who sustained injuries, said the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

According to an NDMA press release, Punjab has been provided compensation for the heirs of the
five people who died, Gilgit-Baltistan for the heirs of 14 dead and 17 injured, FATA for the heirs of
28 dead and 143 injured while Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) has been provided compensation
for the heirs of the two people who had died.

Likewise, compensation for the damaged houses in the earthquake-hit area has also been
initiated. The owners of 68,411 damaged houses have so far been paid compensation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the owners of 20 damaged houses have been compensated in FATA, 20 damaged
houses compensated in Gilgit Baltistan and two damaged houses in Punjab for rebuilding the
damaged infrastructure.

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), in collaboration with all the stakeholders,
the Pakistan Armed Forces and the Provincial Disaster Management Authorities, has so far
distributed 47,054 tents, 80,088 blankets, 12,094 plastic mats, 968.98 tons of food packs, 22,000
tarpaulins, 14 tons bottled water, 49 water filter plants, 12 generator sets and 27 tons of medicines
as part of national relief efforts for the earthquake-hit people.

PESHAWAR: The opposition members demanded increase in compensation amount and resurvey
to assess the damage as the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly completed debate on the post-
earthquake situation on Friday.Winding up the debate, Minister for Public Health Engineering Shah
Farman told the House the relief operation had been completed in one month and almost all the
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victims had been paid by November 26. “This showed the efficiency of the government and the
relevant agencies,” he added.The minister said both the federal and provincial governments didn’t
politicise this natural disaster by avoiding point-scoring as they concentrated on providing relief to
the affectees.

Responding to the opposition’s argument that the compensation for the damaged houses was
inadequate, he said the government adopted a realistic approach so that timely payment could be
made to the affectees. He pointed out that Rs200,000 were being paid to those whose houses
were completely damaged and 100,000 for every partially damaged house.He challenged the
opposition to pinpoint any irregularity as complete list of payment of compensation to the victims
was available.

Earlier, Dr Haider Ali of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTl), Mufti Fazal Ghafoor of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F), Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)s Muhammad Ali Shah Bacha, and Sardar Zahoor and
Rishad Khan of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) took part in the debate.

The legislators expressed dissatisfaction at the role of the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) and the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA).They said the affectees had to
stay under the open sky without tents, blankets and food items as the relief agencies had failed to
reach the affected areas in time.

They complained that many deserving people had been ignored in the damage assessment
survey. There referred to reports of nepotism and lack of medicines and treatment facilities in
Shangla and Buner.

The lawmakers called for establishing the offices of the PDMA at the district or divisional level.
However, almost all of them appreciated the prime minister, chief minister and army authorities for
the quick response and visits to the affected areas.The members condemned the attack on Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) leader and federal Minister for Housing and Works Akram Khan Durrani
in Bannu and said it happened due to security failure.

Mufti Janan and Shah Hussain of the JUI-F, Syed Jafar Shah of the Awami National Party (ANP),
Sardar Aurangzeb Nalotha of the PML-N, PTI's Shah Muhammad Khan, Bakht Baidar of Qaumi
Watan Party (QWP) and Senior Minister Inayatullah Khan of the Jamaat-i-Islami condemned the
attack.They said they were united against terrorism and sabotage activities. The lawmakers said
nobody was safe including ministers, MPAs and political leaders.However, they said after the Zarb-
e-Azb Operation and National Action Plan the situation had improved to a great extent even though
the threats still existed.

The House prayed for those killed and injured in the Bannu attack. It also adopted two resolutions
moved by Mehmood Jan of the PTI. Through one resolution the federal government and Ministry of
Hajj and Religious Affairs was asked to take notice of the private hajj tour operators as they were
charging high fee but providing poor accommodation and travel facilities. The resolution asked the
government to make arrangements for the hajj and save the pilgrims from exploitation at the hands
of the private operators.The resolution said the government should abolish the Hajj quota of private
operator. It was signed by Arbab Akbar Hayat, Syed Jafar Shah, Munawar Khan, Bakht Baidar and
Abdul Muneem Khan.

Through another resolution, the regularisation of services of ad hoc doctors was demanded.Salim
Khan from the PPP on a call attention notice drew the attention of the House toward heavy
snowfall in Broghal valley in Chitral district. He said there was an acute shortage of food and
medicines in the area.The MPA from Chitral demanded immediate supply of food and other
necessary items for the residents of the valley.Senior Minister Inayatullah assured the House that
the government would take immediate steps for supplying food and other relief items to the
residents of the affected valley.

Sardar Aurangzeb Nalotha raised the issue of deputy speaker and pointed out that the post had
been lying vacant for about 15 months. The government has set a record of running one session
for more than a year, he remarked.The legislator requested the speaker to announce schedule for
the election of the deputy speaker post election or else the opposition would be forced to stage
protest against the unprecedented delay.Speaker Asad Qaiser told the House that the matter had
already been sent to the governor and nomination papers for the post would be submitted on
December 21 and election would be held on the 22 of the next month.He adjourned the session for
November 30.

This air we breathe Despite the fact that degradation of air quality in the country, in big cities in particular, has
The News,November28, 2015 assumed alarming proportions, all air quality monitoring stations in the country have been lying
shut down for the last six years except the one made functional in Peshawar last year.

According to a report issued by the WHO in 2014, Karachi is the fifth most polluted city in the world
in terms of air pollution with toxic particulate matter (PM2.5) at 117 ug/m3 (micrograms per cubic
metre of air). Peshawar and Rawalpindi closely follow at 111 ug/m3 and 107 ug/m3 against the
WHO'’s permissible limit of 25 ug/m3 for 24 hours.Particulate matter (PM2.5) consists of tiny
inhalable particles, smaller than 2.5 microns, exposure to which can cause lung and heart diseases
because they can get deep into human lungs, and some may even get into bloodstream. These
particles are found near roadways, dusty industries and in smoke and haze.

An ambient (outdoor) air quality monitoring survey carried out in Lahore by the Environment
Protection Agency in January 2010 showed that particulate matter (2.5) in the Township area of
the city reached 80ug/m3 in the non-rainy season. In June 2014, when EPA Punjab rehabilitated
Lahore’s two monitoring stations, they recorded particulate matter (2.5) in the city at 110ug/m3,
which is more than four times the permissible limit.

The World Health Organisation gathered data from more than 1,600 cities for the years 2008 to
2013. The air pollution of the Pakistani cities cited by the WHO is also based on old data produced
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in 2008-2010 when monitoring stations in five major cities including Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi,
Peshawar and Quetta were operational. It can be safely assumed that since then air pollution has
worsened owing to an increase in the number of motor vehicles as well as growth in population.No
latest figures of ambient air quality are available for cities because fixed and mobile stations for
monitoring and measuring air quality installed in 2007 in five major cities shut down in 2010. The
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) had provided Pakistan a grant of $1,233 million to
set up these monitoring stations with a warning that sustainability of these stations depended upon
uninterrupted maintenance and supply of kits for laboratory tests. However, this advice fell on deaf
ears.

In Karachi, Quetta and Islamabad, air monitoring stations are still non-functional. In Peshawar, the
station has been restored last year. In Lahore, after having remained closed for three years, the
two stations were made functional in 2014 but currently they are working at half their capacity for
want of repair and maintenance; eight out of 18 analysers in these monitoring stations are out of
order. The mobile station in Lahore does not even have a driver to run the vehicle.The Punjab
government doles out billions on luxury projects but cannot spare a small amount of Rs2.5 million
needed for annual repairs and maintenance to keep them fully functional. Compared to our dismal
state, 320 air monitoring stations are working all over India, 70 in Iran and 26 in Dubai.The
environment is quite low on the priority list of our provincial governments. For example, in FY2014-
15, the Punjab government allocated an annual development budget of Rs190 million on
environment projects but spent only Rs20 million (10.5 percent of the total). The same was the
case in the preceding year 2013-14, when the Punjab government had spent only Rs47 million on
the environment projects out of an original allocation of Rs164 million.

In 2008, the Federal Ministry of Environment had formulated a Pakistan Clean Air Programme
(PCAP) but it proved to be non-starter. Following the 18th Amendment in April 2010, the subject of
environment was devolved to the provinces which put the clean air initiatives on the backburner.
The rapidly increasing number of motor vehicles has increased the amount of nitrogen oxides
whose value has been found to be four to six times more than the normal value in big cities like
Lahore and Karachi. This can be checked by enforcing strict standards of emissions on motor
vehicles. We need to adopt Euro-5 and Euro-6 emission standards if we need to save our future
generations.

One major reason of the high levels of sulphur oxides in ambient air of big cities and on highways
is that sulphur content in diesel in our country is about one percent — which is much higher than the
0.03 percentage in Europe. The government needs to fix new standards for sulphur content in
diesel being used in our country.

Air pollution is not only contributing to increased respiratory and heart diseases but the haze and
fog in winters in many parts of the country also bring life to a standstill. As the winter sets in, dense
layers of fog envelopes most parts of Punjab for up to 16 hours a day. A study by the Pakistan
Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (Suparco) in 2007 pointed out that it is not
only motor vehicles but coal-fired power stations in neighbouring Indian Punjab that are
responsible for fog in our side of Punjab.

In Indian Punjab, 14 thermal units of coal-fired plants burn 13.6 million tonne of coal annually,
releasing huge quantities of flying ash and sulphur dioxide into ambient air. Because of proximity
and wind factor, these coal plants are causing air pollution and dense fog.The long hours of fog
have caused huge economic losses as it results in stunted growth of plants and reduced activity
owing to low visibility on highways. But no government has ever bothered to take up this issue with
the Indian authorities.

The overall approach of the authorities and the civil society is to ignore environmental issues. We
are paying a high price for this neglect in terms of massive spending on health problems, and will
pay a still higher price in the days to come if this attitude does not change for the better.

The earthquake that struck the north-western areas of the country on November 22 came nearly a
month after a powerful 7.5 magnitude earthquake jolted the country and its neighbours on October
26, killing nearly 300 people. The Nov 22 earthquake’s depth was measured at 57.4 miles, with a
magnitude of 6.2 on the Richter scale, making it less severe in intensity than the previous one. One
thing is clear: an earthquake of this magnitude cannot be an aftershock.

This earthquake came as a surprise to everyone in the major cities, proving the sluggishness and
inactivity of the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD). There can be two probabilities for this
lapse: the people associated with it are either not qualified enough or else they are deliberately
lethargic in performing their duties. The PMD should have issued a warning beforehand to make
people mentally prepared for the earthquake. The authorities concerned should take the matter
seriously in order to save people from calamities in the future.

Islamabad: With 526 confirmed cases and one death so far in the federal capital, the dengue fever
outbreak appeared as a greater health threat after major outbreak of the infection in 2011
compelling planners and authorities to plan for developing a foolproof mechanism and achieve a
better level of preparedness to deal with the infection’s expected outbreak in the coming year that
might be far more aggressive.In the face of existing threat of the disease as epidemiologically if
there are more cases in the current year more would be the chances of hemorrhagic
manifestations in 2016 as the disease is expected to re-appear in the months from August to
November.

In Islamabad rural, technically qualified and trained staff successfully monitored the trend of the
disease and analyzed data for taking prompt and timely interventions. It is obvious that the
experience of dealing with the outbreak demands exercising a high level of preparedness in the
dengue high transmission season next year.District Health Officer Islamabad Dr. Muhammad
Najeeb Durrani, who is an epidemiologist, expressed this while talking to ‘The News’ on Thursday
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in connection with preparatory actions required during the off season for prevention and control of
dengue fever in the year 2016.

Gradual distribution and expansion of dengue fever was seen from lower areas to upper areas of
the country in the decade, from 2003-2013, till it became endemic in Pakistan with periodic
outbreaks and has spread to affect both urban and rural areas and is present in most parts of the
country. It has special relation to temperature, rains, congested population, infected population and
human behavior, said Dr. Durrani.He believes that the measures taken by the Health Department
ICT for prevention and control of dengue fever from August to November this year need to be
complemented by the well-thought off actions on the basis of scientific evidences generated
through previous five years data and experiences for the next appearance of disease in 2016 to
sustain efforts and to further improve disease surveillance, case response through specifically
targeting areas where the disease had struck last year, thereby strengthening early warning and
timely epidemiological response and capacity building.

Dengue, which is the fastest re-emerging arboviral disease in the world, imposes a heavy
economic and health burden on countries, families and individual patients. In the absence of an
effective drug or vaccine, the only strategic options presently available are effective case
management to prevent death and vector control to reduce viral transmission.Like other health
experts, Dr. Durrani said the best method to reduce transmission of dengue virus is to control
vector mosquitoes and protection against mosquitoes bites.He added that Pakistan is currently
facing a burden of diseases on several fronts, related to the rapid epidemiological transition,
demographic transition, economic and socio-cultural transitions. Country faces a substantial
morbidity burden from communicable diseases mainly from dengue fever, diarrheal diseases and
tuberculosis. Most of the risk factors of these diseases are known although the role of climate
change in relation to the increase in trends, occurrence of outbreaks and increase in incidence in
some areas, and not in others, has not been studied so far. In general, high humidity and
temperature are conditions that favor dengue vector's survival, increasing the likelihood of
transmission that requires an infected traveler in the season. Human behavior plays an important
role in spread and control of dengue. Congested living, presence of solid waste, trash, and poor
water storage practices are the main reasons for poor control, he said.

Dengue fever was reported in this region of the country in September 2003 from Mangla near
Jehlum and in Haripur and in October same year in Soon Valley Khoshab, although it was
discovered first in Hub District Lasbella in Balochistan among factory workers in 1992.Later, two
years after its appearance in 2003 it was reported from Kotli, AJK, and after four years in 2007, the
dengue fever was reported from Islamabad and was confirmed. Mass transit or human travel is an
important factor in spread and propagation of the disease to new areas, said Dr. Durrani adding
fortunately he investigated all these outbreaks from the platform of National Institute of Health and
WHO by visiting all these areas.

Talking of preventive measures at the moment, he said during the off season in the beginning of
winter, the main action against dengue vectors should be spraying with insecticides, as dengue
vector tries to fly from outside environment to inside rooms in search of relatively warmer places.It
is time for water treatment of stagnant water ponds and over flowing water in buildings by
temephos granules, container checking and health education to community. In cold weather, the
biting and flying ability of the mosquitoes is diminished to a minimal level, he added.He said during
off season, inspectors from the vector control section of the health departments should work hard
for outdoor surveillance particularly at sites regarded as hot spots like solid waste dumps,
junkyards, grave yards, tire shops, under construction and abandoned buildings, nurseries etc. on
regular basis.He added the field teams must give attention to scrubbing means destroying laid
down eggs that look like as thick black line on the border where water film touches the cistern,
water tank or the water container. This action which is often a neglected is very important measure
to prevent mosquitoes to hatch from the eggs that have been laid in the start of winter season and
these would be ready for the next summer to sprout and become adult mosquitoes to acquire
infection by biting infected people and cause transmission of disease, said Dr. Durrani while
responding to a query.

He added solid waste remains a major risk factor and its swift disposal is the main challenging job
for the municipal authorities and the local government departments. Social mobilization and
continued indoor surveillance by Lady Health Workers during off season is a must if we want to
avoid dengue fever outbreak in future, said Dr. Durrani.He said LHWs should visit each and every
house in their catchment areas on regular basis to check for any breeding site and should
mechanically destroy those besides educating women and children in the community about safe
water storage practices and keeping vigilance in their homes and around where rain water could
be collected leading to mosquitoes breeding.Off season is a good period for capacity building of
health care workers on vector control activities for outreach teams and clinical case management
for the hospital staff. School children are to be educated on regular basis through small and simple
topics in the school about preventive measures against dengue fever, said Dr Durrani.He said it is
convenient for the health departments to initiate procurement process for acquiring WHO
prequalified insecticides that are effective and not toxic to humans. Similarly quality fogging
machines and spray pumps are to be acquired and should be kept in a ready position. Also during
the off season, health departments should arrange for Insecticide Treated Bed Nets (ITNs) for the
next season, said Dr. Durrani.

Climate change causing THATTA: Fisherman Muhammad Yusuf's family has been living on the island of Hajamaro, just
surge in migration: over three miles off the coast of Sindh, for generations. But the island that was once a happy home
experts has now become a prison.Sea level rise and frequent cyclones are eroding Yusuf's property.

Decreasing fish stocks are threatening his livelihood. And relentless health problems are killing his
Dawn News,November27, 2015 children

Some 60 families like Yusuf’s live on a cluster of more than a dozen islands off Keti Bunder, a port
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on the Arabian Sea in Thatta district. With too litle money to move to the mainland, they feel
trapped.“If we had sufficient resources to relocate, we would have moved to Thatta city some five
years ago and quit fishing,” said 62-year-old Yusuf.

Across Pakistan, families are struggling against rising sea level, droughts, floods and other climate-
change related pressures. Many of them — those luckier or richer than Yusuf's family — move to
safer ground in new areas. Others are trapped where they are.But as the number of families forced
from their homes — or threatened by staying in them — continues to rise, the country’s resources
are coming under increasing strain, experts say.Without more work to help families adapt
effectively to the changing conditions, they say, the country could see surging numbers of people
migrating.

Struggling at home

Life on Hajamaro island is becoming nearly impossible, Yusuf says. With each passing day, the
rising sea claims someone else’s land, or another family’s shack, he said.

Fish stocks near the shore are falling, in part as a result of rising pollution from nearby Karachi,
where large quantities of untreated industrial waste are discharged into the ocean, according to
Hameedullah Jan, a former environment minister.

The pollution pushes fishermen into deeper waters to find a catch, despite not having the right
boats or nets for the job, he said.

The drinking water that island families fetch by travelling to Thatta city also is becoming more
saline, due to seawater intrusion in underground supplies. They have no choice but to drink it,
however, because they can’t afford to buy clean water, Yusuf says.

With limited access to potable water and pollution tainting their staple food of fish, Yusuf's children
often suffer from diarrhoea and fever — and the family is too poor to take them to the doctor.Yusuf
and his wife, Parto Bhari, have already lost two daughters to diarrhoea this year.Now their three
sons aged 4, 10 and 12 are sick too. “I can do nothing but keep praying for better health for my
ailing sons,” Bhari said quietly.

Adaptation of migration

A 2012 report by Asian Development Bank estimates that by 2050 there will be more than 250
million people in Bangladesh and Pakistan living in ‘hot spots’ threatened by negative climate
change impacts, such as flooding or drought.“While most people will adapt in situ, the potential for
redistribution of population through migration is substantial,” the report said.Environmentalists in
Pakistan say rising numbers of people have fled country’s coastal region in recent years to escape
rising sea levels and saltwater contamination, and their movement could be just the
beginning.Experts and activists are calling for the government to intervene.According to Arif
Ahmad Khan, the Climate Change secretary, Pakistan’s constitution obliges the government to
provide the “basic necessities of life” such as food, housing and education.

But while officials often pay compensation to people affected by development projects such as
roads or bridges, they do little to aid those who need resettling as a result of climate-related
problems, he said.Sarwar Bari, national coordinator of an Islamabad-based NGO, said migration
levels could surge in the next few years unless officials initiate measures to help people cope with
problems such as erratic rainfall, droughts, and floods.

“The government should include climate-related migration in its national climate change policy and
help people cope financially with the phenomenon,” he said.It's not as easy as moving families out
of hot spots into urban areas, said Shafqat Aziz, a food security expert with Oxfam Novib, the
Dutch affiliate of the development charity. That would only increase the pressure on the resources
of already congested cities, he said.“The government should first map all the vulnerable areas to
collect authentic data at the national level and then come up with a cogent policy to deal with the
issue,” he said.

Mr Aziz believes the best way to handle a potential migration surge is to make sure people don'’t
need to leave their homes in the first place.The government should educate those living in
vulnerable areas on ways of adapting to the impacts of climate change, such as changing farming
cultivation patterns, he said.“Local adaptation plans can help people ensure their livelihoods and
safety in the face of calamities like floods, droughts and earthquakes,” he said.On Hajamaro island,
Yusuf is not sure help will come in time.“The rising sea has started swallowing our home, our
livelihood, and our children,” he said. “Perhaps it’s in our destiny to be destroyed by nature.”

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of Pakistan on Thursday signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for the establishment of the Pakistan National Disaster
Management Fund to strengthen the country's disaster resilience, emergency response, and
reconstruction capacity. Tariq Bajwa, Secretary Economic Affairs Division, and Werner E Liepach,
ADB's Country Director for Pakistan, signed the letter of exchange for the establishment of the
fund which will support disaster risk reduction efforts, enhanced fiscal resilience in case of
disasters, and provide for priority relief, recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction needs. Pakistan
Minister for Finance and ADB Governor Ishaq Dar witnessed the signing.

Pakistan is vulnerable to natural hazards including droughts, earthquakes, floods and cyclones.
More than 30 million people were affected by the three major floods events in 2010, 2011 and
2014 that resulted in damage and losses amounting to $14.1 billion, and in 2005 a major
earthquake caused more than 73,000 deaths and $5 billion in losses. The country also
experienced a major cyclone in 2007 and drought in 2015 that collectively affected a million
people. About two-fifths of the country is classified as semi-arid to arid, with many susceptible parts
now frequently experiencing drought conditions.

"The fund will institute a new and robust approach in mobilising financial resources to respond to
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the residual impacts of natural disasters. It will serve as an effective government-owned
mechanism to support disaster risk financing and financing that can enhance Pakistan's resilience
to future disaster events," said Liepach. The fund will allow rapid deployment of assistance on a
needs basis to implement the under-resourced National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP), and
will present a common window to pool various contributions from a diverse base of contributors,
serving as a vehicle for donor alignment and co-ordination by the government. The window will
cater to disaster risk management, disaster risk financing, and sustained relief, recovery,
reconstruction and rehabilitation. It will also ensure good governance and effective fiduciary
oversight for disaster financing and management through the Trustee, Technical Advisory
Committee, a dedicated Secretariat and a fund manager, supervised by a Steering Committee led
by the finance ministry with representatives from National Disaster Management Authority, relevant
federal and provincial ministries and departments, and contributors from the international donor
community, philanthropists, and the private sector.

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive
economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. Established in
1966, it is owned by 67 members - 48 from the region. In 2014, ADB assistance totalled $22.9
billion, including co-financing of $9.2 billion.

Forests offer most ISLAMABAD: The scope of Forestry has been expanded tremendously because it offers the most
effective solution to issue effective solution to the global issue of climate change and loss of biodiversity.

of environment This was stated by a senior official of ministry of climate change while taliking to APP. The official
Online Indus,November27, 2015 while giving detail of global issues of climate change said that due to a rapid desertification due to
air and water pollution in Pakistan, Ministry of Climate Change has announced Forest Policy 2015
for Public Review and Comments.

In view of Pakistan’s high vulnerability to adverse impacts of climate change, in particular to
extreme events, mitigation and adaptation measures are the focus of this Policy, the official added.
He further said that tremendous role of Forestry in climate change mitigation has been
overwhelmingly recognized at international level. Pakistan, as a party to international agreements
and conventions, has various commitments and obligations related to forests which requires
national-level actions and the cooperation of all segments of the society and federating units, she
informed.The official said that federal government would soon be promulgating an umbrella forest
policy which aims at bolstering provincial forest policies.

Earthquake: heirs of 223 ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government has so far been provided the compensation for
dead, 472 injured of KP the heirs of 223 dead, 472 injured of the earthquake, said National Disaster Management Authority

compensated: NDMA
Brecorder,November27, 2015

(NDMA).According to NDMA press release, Punjab has been provided compensation for family of
5 dead, Gilgit-Baltistan for families of 14 dead and 17 injured, FATA for heirs of 28 dead and 143
injured while Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) has been provided the compensation for the families
of 2 dead.

Likewise, compensation for damaged houses in earthquake hit area has also been initiated. The
owners of 68,411 damaged houses has so far been paid compensation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the owners of 20 damaged houses has been compensated in FATA, 20 damaged houses
compensated in Gilgit Baltistan and 2 damaged houses in Punjab for rebuilding damaged
infrastructure.National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA in collaboration with all
stakeholders, Pakistan Armed Forces and Provincial Disaster Management Authorities have so far
distributed 47,054 tents, 80,088 blankets, 12094 plastic mats, 968.98 tons of food packs, 22,000
tarpaulins, bottled water 14 tons, 49 water filter plants, 12 generator sets and 27 tons of medicines
as part of national relief efforts for the earthquake affectees.

Earthquake jolts Swat, ISLAMABAD: An earthquake measuring on Richter scale 4.4 with depth 10 kilometer was felt in
surrounding areas Swat and surrounding areas on Thursday morning.According to PTV news, people of the area
Daily Times,November26, 2015 came out with reciting of Kalma Taiyyaba as they are already scared of 26 october earthquake in
Swat and many parts of the country.

According to the Met office the epicenter of the earthquake was Pakistan- Afghanistan/Tajikistan's
mountainous area. The seismic activity jolted the areas around 9:01AM (PST), spreading panic
among the people, however no casualties were reported.

SETQELEL R LI EVEE G T ISLAMABAD: China’s Ambassador to Pakistan Sun Weidong Wednesday said Islamabad and
CHELC TN E TG ETEN VA [ BB Beijing have upgraded their bilateral relations to an all-weather strategic cooperation partnership.

Daily Times,November26, 2015 “We have upgraded our bilateral relations to all-weather strategic cooperation partnership. | am

convinced that with our joint efforts, our friendship will grow much stronger; our strategic
cooperation will be much more solid and the Community of China-Pakistan Shared Destiny will be
realised at an early date,” he told the launching ceremony of a book, “You and Us’, compiled by ex-
Chinese ambassador to Pakistan Lu Shulin, at a local hotel.

The ambassador said the Pakistani people despite having different backgrounds in terms of
cultures and languages are united in their support for the China-Pakistan friendship. “Because of
this consensus, the China-Pakistan friendship could eventually transform into a big river which
crosses over the forests, plains and enrich all the living creatures,” he told the ceremony.

The ambassador said with the implementation of China-Pakistan economic corridor, people-to-
people exchanges and the progress of a number of substantive cooperation projects, more and
more young people have joined the ranks of participating and supporting China-Pakistan
friendship. “Right now, there has emerged a new vocabulary on China-Pakistan friendship and
there is an upsurge among the Pakistani young people to learn Chinese. Indeed, fresh vitality has
been brought out of the China-Pakistan friendship,” he said.The envoy said publication of the book
will be a gift for the year. “It will surely enhance the mutual understanding, mutual trust and
friendship between the two peoples, as well as encourage and inspire more people to be engaged
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in promoting friendship between the two countries,” he said, and added, “Let’'s work together to
embrace the promising future of China-Pakistan relationship.”The book unfolds in-depth and
historical perspective of the two countries’ relationship that is rooted in the hearts of their people.
The book contains stories written by veteran diplomats and celebrities who have long been
engaged in friendly exchanges between the two countries. It carries memories of those leaders
and diplomats who played their role in developing the friendship into an iron-brotherhood.A
delegation of former Chinese ambassadors to Pakistan also attended the ceremony, that was
arranged by the Chinese embassy in collaboration with Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies.Ahsan
Igbal hoped the CPEC will further cement relationship between two countries for their mutual
benefit. “This mega project has transformed our relationship into the community of shared destiny.
Now, the two countries are moving towards geo-economic partnership to improve the living
conditions of their people,” he added.

RAWALPINDI: District government in collaboration with Health Department and other institutions
are taking all preventive measures to control dengue in different areas of the city. Talking to APP,
Dr Muhammad Tahir an official of Health Department, said that measures are being taken to
provide treatment to dengue patients admitted in various hospitals. He said directives have been
given to the Allied Hospital for providing better treatment to the patients coming from different
areas to eliminate dengue.

"Twelve patients are admitted in three hospitals including Benazir Bhutto, Holy Family and District
Hospital for diagnosing dengue while seven patients are declared negative," he added.

He informed that the samples of five other patients have been sent for checking dengue virus. A
patient has been declared positive with dengue, adding he is being treated properly. Meanwhile,
the campaign is in full swing in all areas of the district so that people take precautionary measures
to avoid dengue. Banners and posters have been displayed for awareness among the masses to
prevent spread of dengue in the district. Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab, Dr Waseem Akram on
Wednesday urged all departments to continue their efforts for complete elimination of dengue virus
from the province.

Addressing a meeting held at the commissioner's office, he said indoor and outdoor fumigation to
be carried out on daily basis to control the virus as dengue mosquitoes are prevailing into the
houses and all precautionary measures should be taken to check spread of dengue virus.

He appreciated the steps taken by all departments concerned for conducting anti-dengue spray, as
the number of dengue patients has decreased in Punjab. Akram said that the ongoing efforts
against dengue would help in controlling the deadly virus, the residents should cooperate with the
staff to eradicate the deadly disease, he added.

ISLAMABAD: The country’s top court on Wednesday expressed dismay over the apathy of
provincial governments in controlling environmental degradation.A three judge bench of the
Supreme Court, headed by chief justice Anwar Zaheer Jamali, on Wednesday took up the 2003
suo motu case regarding pollution.

As the court heard the case on Wednesday, provincial governments submitted progress reports
regarding actions that they had taken for controlling environmental degradation.Additional
Advocate General (AAG) Qazi Shahryar, who submitted the report for Sindh, said that notices had
been issued to those factories which were not following environmental laws.Dissatisfied, the bench
asked whether it should ignore how the provincial administration had only issued the notices to
violators after the case had been pending for 12 years.Pointing out how the poor environmental
situation in Karachi, CJ Jamali sought details of violators who had been punished.

“Ghost employees are common in municipal committees,” he added, noting that the department
responsible for maintaining cleanliness in the city cares little for it and whether SC judges should
themselves monitor them.

PESHAWAR: Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) provincial chief Mushtag Ahmad Khan on Tuesday urged the
provincial government to take measures for early rehabilitation of the flood and earthquake victims
of Chitral district.

Speaking at a press conference at the Peshawar Press Club here, he said the recent flash floods
and tremors played havoc with lives and properties in the largest district of the province.

Flanked by Maulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali, Chitral district nazim Maghfirat Shah and others, he said
the relief and rescue work needed to be expedited to ease the hardships of the victims. He urged
the federal government to include the Chitral district in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) project as it would help boost trade with the Central Asian States and economic status of
the people of the remote district.

ISLAMABAD: Parliament House is going to be turned into 'Green House' as a one-megawatt solar
project for it will be made functional on December 6.

According to reports, Chinese government has gifted a one megawatt solar power generation
system with the total cost of Rs 550 million as a friendship gesture.lt is the first project under
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), aimed to transform the Parliament House into one of
world's greenest parliaments.After competition, the project would generate one megawatt
electricity that would not only reduce the expenditure of the parliament building but also contribute
to generate excessive electricity to meet the requirements of the parliament building.

PESHAWAR: Awami National Party (ANP) leaders on Tuesday asked the provincial government
to take action against the officials of the Health Department for the failure to counter spread of
dengue fever and Congo virus.

The demand was made by the ANP leaders Arbab Muhammad Khan Tahir and Arbab Daud Khan
during a press conference here.They said that about 350 cases of dengue fever had been reported
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in the provincial metropolis in the last two months.

They said that nine persons had died of the virus in Tehkal and Tapa Khalil areas in
Peshawar.They demanded formation of a Judicial Commission to probe and fixed responsibility for
the failure to counter the virus. The leaders also demanded the government to accept its failure
and tender an apology to the people.They asked the rulers to announce compensation for the
families of the victims of the virus.

ISLAMABAD: After taking reins in the province, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has managed to bring down dengue related deaths to zero while the
number of patients affected by the virus have also seen significant reduction, official data
shows.While Punjab is still struggling to control dengue outbreak with at least seven confirmed
deaths so far this year while KP has not witnessed a single death from the deadly virus in the
corresponding period.

According to certified information provided to The News by Director General Health Services, KP
2013 was the deadliest year for the province when it comes to dengue fever as 43 patients died
after contracting the virus. This was the year when PTIl government was installed in KP.For next
two years, not a single dengue related death was reported officially, according to documents
released under the KP right to information law. According to official documents 11,818 patients of
dengue were registered in KP in 2013 while the number of patients reduced to only 908 in 2014.
This year, so far 2,040 dengue patients have been recorded in the province. However death toll for
2014 and 2015 remained nil, says the document.

The certified document also revealed that an amount of Rs59 million was spent by the provincial
government on anti-dengue measures during the fiscal year 2013-14. The amount was largely
spent on chief minister's emergency fund. “For the financial year 2014-15 another Rs20.6 million
was earmarked to curb dengue in KP. For the ongoing fiscal year the procurement process is still
under way,” says the DG Health KP in response to a query by The News about the fiscal details of
anti-dengue measures.The News had sent the similar information request to the Punjab
government under Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act 2013 but so far no response
has been given by the health department.

However, according to media reports, at least seven dengue related deaths have been confirmed
in the province in 2015 so far. The Director General (DG) Health Punjab, Dr Amjad Shahzad has
told newsman that 4,200 dengue cases had been reported in Punjab this year. Most of these cases
(3,260) were reported in Rawalpindi while over 300 were reported in Multan and 112 in Lahore.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly on Tuesday witnessed a heated debate on the
relief operation in the October 26 earthquake affected areas as the opposition expressed
dissatisfaction at the slow pace of rehabilitation activities.Since a one-point agenda was fixed for
the day, Syed Jaffar Ali Shah of the Awami National Party (ANP) kicked off the debate. He said
affectees in his constituency were forced to migrate to other areas due to damaged infrastructure.

The legislator said students had to sit under the open sky over snow in the valley as school
buildings had been damaged. Terming compensation amount inadequate, he said the Rs200,000
compensation for a destroyed house was too meager to construct a bathroom, let alone a
house.Bakht Baidar of the Qaumi Watan Party (QWP) complained of injustice in the damage
assessment survey. He said many affectees were ignored and only a few hundreds were provided
relief, claiming the actual number was high.

The lawmaker said the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) should brief the
assembly members over the relief and compensation process.He thanked the prime minister and
chief minister for their quick response and visits to the quake-hit areas, but said the survey was not
satisfactory and should be re-conducted.Zarin Gul of the ANP also demanded conducting of a
fresh survey. He said in Torghar district of the Hazara Division eight union councils were severely
damaged. He said the district should be provided a special relief package.The lawmaker said the
schools destroyed in the October 2005 earthquake were not yet reconstructed. He asked the
government to permit timber movement in the district for the reconstruction of affected houses. He
suggested a PDMA cell should be opened at the district-level.Taking part in the debate, the
opposition leader in the assembly Maulana Lutfur Rahman said the government and departments
lacked the capability to respond quickly and tackle natural calamities. He said a lack of
coordination between the federal and provincial governments was observed in the post-quake
situation. He urged early restoration of health and education institutions.The opposition leader
complained that the Mufti Mehmood Public School and College, an institution spread over 100
kanals of land, was running without a permanent principal. It, he said, belied the government claim
about education emergency.

Sahibzada Sanaullah of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) in his maiden speech in the assembly after
taking oath last month also complained of nepotism in the survey. He accused the local
administration of ignoring the deserving people.The legislator said the PDMA provided only 200
tents while 4,000 houses were damaged in his constituency.In Upper Dir, he added, 12,643
houses were damaged but the PDMA provided only 3,400 tents, he said.Sahibzada Sanaullah
complained that the local administration accepted only 200 affectees claims out of 843 and
rejected the remaining because of lack of pictures of the damaged house.The lawmaker also
complained that 11 seriously injured persons from his constituency who were shifted to Peshawar
were not properly treated for three days, who were admitted by the hospital administrator whom he
met. He warned of protest if the grievances of affectees were not removed.Salim Khan of the PPP
demanded resurvey and said the actual number of damaged houses was very high. He claimed
400 houses were fully damaged and 16,000 partially in Chitral. He also called for opening Rescue
1122 service in the district and said the PDMA should have a helicopter for rescue operation.

Abdul Muneem from Shangla supported the demand for increase of the compensation amount, but
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said the critics should know that the last government paid Rs175,000 for fully damaged houses
and that too in installments.Sardar Aurangzeb Nalotha of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
appreciated the coordination between federal and provincial governments. He said both the set
ups did not do point scoring over the disaster.Responding to the points raised by the opposition
members, Senior Minister Inayatullah said the response to the earthquake was exemplary as the
schools and other buildings destroyed in the 2005 quake were yet to be constructed.He said the
damage assessment process had been completed in one week and compensation paid within a
month. He said the compensation payment process would end on the 26th of this month.Rejecting
complaints about the shortcomings in the survey, the minister said the army, district administration
and elected representatives had conducted the survey.The debate was going on when the speaker
adjourned the session for Friday.

ISLAMABAD: Garbage heap at Korang Nullah along the expressway exposed the high claims of
the Capital Development Authority (CDA) to make the city clean and green. Nauseating smell
produced by the garbage heap is a constant irritant for residents and motorists using the busy road
on daily basis. Residents of the area think that the CDA and private housing societies on both
sides of the expressway are equally responsible for the unhygienic situation because they do not
have appropriate facilities to dispose of the solid waste in an environment friendly manner. Talking
to a news agency, residents and visitors of the area said that sanitary workers and garbage
collectors from different localities dump filth in the Korang Nullah which sometimes block the flow
of water and caused flash floods especially during the monsoon season. Locals said that no
existing or upcoming housing society has a proper design or plan to construct a separate landfill
site or incineration plant to dispose of solid waste produced by the residents on daily basis.

Ali Sultan, a government servant who commutes between Rawat and Islamabad using the
expressway every day said he and his colleagues have developed the habit of covering their noses
even while sitting in a car with closed windows passing through the area. He said it was beyond
understanding why the department concerned is oblivious to the garbage heap that is having a
negative impact on environment and health. Abdul Salam, a local resident, said that the dumping
site had become a source of diseases and should be immediately shifted. Malik Abid, who received
his guests coming from abroad at the Benazir Bhutto International Airport, said he felt ashamed
when passing through the nullah along with the guests to reach his home in Kahuta. Health experts
say that such a huge pile of garbage could cause various dangerous diseases like Dengue,
Hepatitis and others to break out in the city. When contacted, a CDA official said that he was not
aware about the actual situation of the area. "Where garbage is dumped, | do not know," remarked
the CDA official.

TIMERGARA: Dir Taskforce Commandant Colonel Khalid Shafi has said quake affectees who
were left out from surveys can now register and obtain compensation.He was addressing a jirga in
Lal Qila tehsil of Lower Dir on Tuesday. “Most victims have been provided relief,” said Shafi.He
said efforts are under way to ensure rehabilitation and relief. “The Pakistan Army and Lower Dir
district administration are taking part in these activities,” he added.

According to Shafi, residents of Lower Dir are cooperating with security forces to prevent militancy.
“This is the reason why peace has been maintained in the region,” he said. “The Pakistan Army will
remain in Lower Dir to maintain stability,” he said.Shafi added the security forces were taking a
series of measures to ensure development in the region.He also urged residents to register any
weapons they possess with the relevant authorities.“They must also inform security forces of any
untoward incidents or suspicious activity in the region,” he added.

PESHAWAR: As rain and snowfall hit parts of the province, particularly the earthquake-affected
areas, opposition members criticised the government for its lack of urgency in the matter.
Monday’s session of the K-P Assembly took place after the last two sessions were under 16
minutes collectively, mostly due to a lack of government MPAs.

Awami National Party (ANP) Parliamentary Leader Sardar Hussain Babak demanded the
government survey earthquake-affected areas again as the previous damages assessment
surveys were “prejudiced” where genuine earthquake victims were ignored. “The survey has been
based on nepotism; a lot of people have objections,” said Babak, referring to houses left out of the
assessment.

Babak rejected the compensation package announced for those who have damaged residences.
He asked the government to do the math and see if the affectees could build even one room with
the money given. “At this point, we don’t want to hear any political statement from the government
because that would be adding insult to injury,” he added

Babak also lashed out at the government departments responding to natural disasters, saying they
were not prepared to deal with emergency situations. “They were all not on the same page while
dispersing information,” he said. Babak praised the people of Punjab and Sindh for rejecting PTI in
local government poll and hoped ANP would wipeout PTI from the province in the

near future.
PTI answers

Defending the provincial government, Minister for Elementary and Secondary Education Atif Khan
said, “If someone wants to discuss the earthquake, we are open to talk about it but it is unfair to
use the people affected by earthquake as means to rekindle party rivalries.”

Regarding the package, he said, “It was announced jointly with the federal government and the
Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) has worked efficiently in response.” About
redoing the survey, Atif said Pakistan Army officials were present while the survey was being
conducted so as to authenticate all information and ensure all areas were covered. Atif said the
government is open for talks with the opposition to improve relief activities.
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Rebuttle

ANP MPA Jafar Shah and Babak submitted an adjournment motion on November 10 to discuss
the government’s role in the relief activities post floods and quake. This was discussed in Monday’s
session and will be revisited on Tuesday (today).

Jafar said the government should not get emotional and accept it has failed to deliver. “Hundreds
of people in Dir, Swat, Torghar, Battagram and Buner have taken to the streets. The protests show
the government has failed, something it should admit,” added Shah.

Atif Khan beats the heat

Earlier in the Q&A session, Atif came under fire from Jafar and other opposition members for failing
to complete the construction of schools and dams, and filling vacant posts of teachers.

Atif said, “We filled 12,500 posts in 2014, and in 2015, we created 10,000 more vacancies, which
will be filled this year. Regarding the delay in dams, Atif said stay orders from the court and site
identification delayed construction. “If any member has any idea about a site with capacity for a
dam, we will get there and construct one,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Environment Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) has rejected another
environment impact assessment (EIA) report on the expansion of the Islamabad Expressway from
Zero Point to Faizabad.The environment watchdog alleged that the project launched in June 2015
violated Section 12 of the Environmental Protection Act 1997.According to the section, the
construction of small or large scale development schemes cannot commence unless the
developers submitted an environmental impact assessment (EIA) report to Pak-EPA. The EIA
examines the environmental risks and benefits associated with a development project. The report
is essential for the approval of a project by environment regulators.On September 10, the Capital
Development Authority (CDA) submitted an EIA report giving a detailed picture of the possible
degradation of environment from the expansion of expressway.

This was the second report submitted by the project developers after Pak-EPA rejected the first
one terming it unprofessional and deficient in information. The first report was also submitted after
the widening of the road had started in violation of the law.

In its reply, Pak-EPA stated, “In view of the fact that a violation of Section 12 of the Pakistan
Environment Protection Act 1997 has already been committed, this agency cannot accept the EIA
report to review and consider to grant an environment approval.”"Work on the project began a week
after Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif announced to add three extra lanes on each side of the
expressway starting from Zero Point to Rawat. The three-kilometre Zero Point to Faizabad portion
is expected to be completed on November 30.

“The CDA, which is executing the 10-lane project, has failed to comply with the environmental
laws. This has become a routine. State and private developers are often reluctant to conduct an
EIA despite reminders from the environment regulators,” said a senior official in the Ministry of
Climate Change.He said the CDA had violated environmental laws numerous times whether it was
the construction of the Zero Point Interchange, turning Rawal Lake into a recreational facility or
extending the Margalla Road.The official argued that hundreds of trees had been cut in the name
of development without considering the consequences to the capital’s green environment. Dust in
the air above Islamabad has increased several times in the past few years.However, CDA Member
Environment Mustafain Kazmi said the civic body was always compliant with environmental
laws.“Like before, an EIA for the expansion of the expressway was submitted before the work
started,” Mr Kazmi told Dawn.

The ministry official, however, said the CDA had failed to conduct an assessment of the possible
deterioration to the environment despite reminders from Pak-EPA. The environment regulatory
body had put up the case with the ministry asking for permission to issue the CDA an environment
protection order (EPO) to stop the widening of the expressway immediately.“The EPO can only be
issued by the director general Pak-EPA but the seat has been vacant for four months. However, in
the absence of the DG, the ministry can permit Pak-EPA to slap CDA with an EPO but it is
reluctant to do so,” said the official.

In the last two meetings of the Senate standing committee on climate change, the senators asked
the secretary climate change ministry, Arif Ahmed Khan, to ensure that the project was stopped
immediately until an assessment of the possible damages to the environment was carried out. The
official promised to look into matter.

When the secretary was asked about actions taken, he responded, “Pak-EPA will take necessary
actions.”In its meeting three days ago, the Senate committee took up the deteriorating air quality
the residents of Islamabad breathed.Senators Sitara Ayaz and Samina Abid brought to the
attention of the committee how Islamabad’s green character had deteriorated with the cutting of
trees and the increasing concentration of dust in the atmosphere.

RAWALPINDI: Nearly 3,900 patients have been tested positive for dengue fever at the three
teaching hospitals in town so far that has set a new record as in one year alone, more cases have
been tested positive as compared to number of patients confirmed positive in previous nine years,
from 2006 to 2014.

The allied hospitals in town are still receiving 15 to 20 confirmed cases of dengue fever daily on
average despite a significant fall in temperature and the infection has already claimed 13 lives at
the three hospitals.

Data collected by ‘The News’ reveals that from 2006 to 2008, the total number of confirmed
patients of dengue fever reported at the allied hospitals in town was around 170, while in 2009,
less than 30 cases of the infection were reported from the district. It is worth mentioning here that
the first outbreak of dengue fever, though limited in nature, was reported in 2006 in the district.
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In 2010, the number of confirmed patients of dengue fever registered with the allied hospitals
touched the figure of 400 for the first time, while in 2011 slightly over 800 patients were reported at
the three teaching hospitals including Holy Family Hospital, Benazir Bhutto Hospital and District
Headquarters Hospital.In 2012, not even sporadic cases of dengue fever were reported from the
district that enjoyed dengue-free status mainly because of efforts made well in time by the
concerned government authorities.However, in 2013 the dengue fever was back with a vengeance
and well over 1,100 confirmed cases were registered with the three teaching hospitals in town. In
2014, as many as 1,406 patients were tested positive for dengue fever at the allied hospitals in
town and the number this year has already touched the figure of 3,900.

According to a number of health experts, the trend shows that the dengue fever outbreak has been
getting more and more intense with the passage of every year and if proper preventive measures
are not taken well in time, the population in this region of the country would have to face a more
intense and deadly outbreak of the infection in the year to come, in 2016.

It is worth mentioning here that the allied hospitals have screened nearly 43,000 patients at their
dengue outpatient departments in last three months while over 5,900 patients were admitted to the
hospitals for treatment putting a tremendous burden on the healthcare system in the district.

Tremors were felt across north-western areas of Pakistan after a 6.2 magnitude earthquake struck
Afghanistan's border area with Tajikistan late on Sunday, according to the Pakistan Meteorological
Department website.The epicentre of the earthquake was reported at a depth of 86
kilometres.Shocks were felt in Lahore, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Swat, Malakand, Abbottabad,
Peshawar, Shangla, Kohat, Chitral, Gilgit-Baltistan and other northern areas of the country,
according to television reports. The tremors were also felt in Azad Jammu and Kashmir region.

The United States Geological Survey website stated that the magnitude of the earthquake was 5.9
with the epicentre reported near Ashkasham area in Afghanistan at a depth of 92.4 kilometres.No
reports of casualties or damage were received till the filing of this report.The latest earthquake
comes nearly a month after a 7.2 earthquake jolted major cities of Pakistan, including the northern
areas on Monday, leaving nearly 300 dead and around 3,000 injured due to building collapses,
landslides, stampedes and other quake related incidents.

Pakistan is located in the Indus-Tsangpo Suture Zone, which is roughly 200 km north of the
Himalaya Front and is defined by an exposed ophiolite chain along its southern margin. This region
has the highest rates of seismicity and largest earthquakes in the Himalaya region, caused mainly
by movement on thrust faults.Active faults and resultant earthquakes in Pakistan, India and
Afghanistan are the result of convergence between the S. Asian and Eurasia plates.
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LAHORE: Authorities in Punjab have warned of possible attacks by the ultra-orthodox Islamic
State (IS) against high-profile targets in the province. The Home Department issued an
intelligence-based alert four days ago about the possibility of attacks on important political
personalities, and sensitive civil and military installations. The warning also alerts all media houses
to remain on guard. The interior ministry had issued this warning to Punjab, after which the
provincial department directed the relevant authorities to take preventive measures, an insider at
the home department told The Express Tribune. The authorities have asked the divisional police
officers and the Counter-Terrorism Department to “ensure extreme vigilance and foolproof security
measures at all levels. They were also told to take ‘special measures’ to avoid any untoward
incidents. Citing intelligence reports, the alert warned that police patrols, military vehicles and
private establishments were on the hit-list of the militants associated with IS, also known by its
Arabic acronym Da’ish. The home department specifically warned the Allama Igbal International
Airport management to take pre-emptive measures for averting any untoward incidents. Against
external threats, the Airport Security Force was directed to remain on standby and enhance
security while the Bomb Disposal Squad was told to screen the entire airport area for any
explosive devices.

As for internal threats, the warning letter called for continuous monitoring through CCTV cameras
at the facility, especially at the departure and arrival lounges. The home department also stated
that Da’ish militants might target army vehicles, especially on Jalalpur-Jattan Road, and police
patrols on GT Road in Gujrat district. It also directed the police to ensure foolproof security at the
offices of all media houses, particularly in Lahore. The authorities also called for arranging safety
drills for employees at the media houses in the near future to prepare them for any untoward
situation. Another home department official said while Da’ish was not itself present in Pakistan, its
name alluded to factions within the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) inspired by the
Middle Eastern terror outfit.

Criminals at work

In another letter for Lahore issued by intelligence agencies, the authorities have been warned that
‘hostile intelligence agencies’ are planning to target Lal Pull near Dharampura, PAF Information
Centre Cantt and the Chinese Consulate by “using trained individuals from Afghanistan”.
Intelligence-based reports suggest a high-level meeting of the TTP leadership was held on
November 20 in the Kunar province of Afghanistan, where Mullah Fazlullah and Qari Amjad were
accompanied by an NDS agent, Noor Karim. Karim has reportedly handed over Rs20 million to
Amijad to target government buildings, like universities and colleges in Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar
and Mardan, the letter warned. Amjad has meanwhile tasked some fighters with carrying out terror
activities in Bajaur Agency, Swat and Dir. The alert further warned that a group of five terrorists
had already reached Lahore, and planned to barge into private organisations. The intelligence
report claimed that on October 7, militants of Haggani Network, al Qaeda, Taliban and Da’ish held
a meeting in Afghanistan and planned a massive attack on the Canadian High Commission in
Pakistan. Around 10 to 12 fighters have been assigned the task.

LAHORE: The Allama Igbal International Airport has become the first airport in the country and
second in South Asia where the latest instrument landing system (ILS) CAT IlI-B has been
installed to improve visibility during fog. Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif inspected and
inaugurated on Saturday the latest landing system installed on the runway. He said the project had
been completed by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) in a record period of time and it would not
only ensure safe landing of planes in fog and inclement weather but also help save time. “Now the
aircraft will land safely in fog and the schedule of flights will not be affected.” The chief minister
expressed the hope that the modern system would also be installed at other airports. Prime
Minister's Special Assistant Shujaat Azeem apprised him of the salient features of the system.
Throughout August, the CAA closed the main runway of the Lahore airport for 12 hours a day to
install it. The system will enable flights landing at even 50-metre visibility. Hundreds of flights are
affected every year in Lahore because of fog. The ILS CAT-lll is a ground-based instrument
approach system that provides precision guidance to an aircraft for safe landing during conditions
such as low ceiling or reduced visibility due to fog, smog, rain and other meteorological
phenomena.

KARACHI: Two suspected criminals were killed during an alleged encounter with the police in
Lyari, while ten other suspects were held during a targeted raid by the Rangers in Ittehad Town on
Saturday. According to police, an encounter took place at Mandara Muhalla in Singu Lane within
the limits of Chakiwara police station. Two suspects were killed during the shootout, while their
accomplice managed to escape. Two pistols were also found in their possession. The suspects
and their companion were busy robbing a house after holding the residents of the house hostage,
when the police reached the site after the neighbours informed them, police officials said.
According to the Chakiwara police ASI, the suspects were killed when they were trying to flee
under the cover of fire. The bodies were shifted to Edhi morgue in Sohrab Goth for identification
purpose, after the medico-legal formalities were completed at Civil hospital. Separately, ten
suspects were apprehended during a targeted raid conducted by paramilitary force in Ittehad
Town. The Rangers spokesperson said that the suspects arrested include militants belonging to
banned outfits, while weapons were also seized from them. The suspects were shifted to an
undisclosed location for questioning.

ISLAMABAD: For the first time, the government has shared consolidated figures of the total loss
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of lives caused due to terrorism during the last five years. The statistics also include details
regarding the total number of terrorists killed, sentenced to death or awaiting their death sentence.
The interior ministry provided the statistics in the National Assembly during the question hour on
Friday. According to the reply, a total of 3,157 personnel of law enforcement agencies (LEA) were
killed and 5,988 injured during this period. At the same time, a total of 5,532 civilians were killed
and 10,195 were injuries. The highest number of the LEA personnel were killed and injured in
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), where 1,487 personnel laid down their lives and 2,224
sustained injuries. Some 1,470 civilians were killed and 2,761 were injured in Fata in the same
period. The total number of terrorists killed during this period is 3,759, with 2,530 in Fata, 90 in
Punjab, 342 in Sindh, 351 in K-P, 435 in Balochistan, seven in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT),
three in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and one in Gilgit-Baltistan.

The total number of terrorists sentenced to death during this period is 173 — with 64 in Punjab, 106
in Sindh and one each in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), Balochistan and the ICT. The total
number of terrorists awaiting execution is 206, with 81 in Punjab, 98 in Sindh, 25 in the K-P and
one each in Balochistan and the ICT.

Implementation on National Action Plan

On another question about the implementation on the National Action Plan (NAP) against
terrorism, the ministry revealed that a total of 1,985 arrests were made in connection with 1,933
cases of hate speech and hate literature. It said 2,390 items of hate speech and literature were
confiscated and 71 shops were sealed. In this regard, legislation was enacted by Punjab. “A total
of 7,411 cases of misuse of loudspeakers were reported and 6,979 arrests made. A total of 2,039
pieces of equipment were confiscated,” the reply said. The interior ministry said a committee on
madrassa reforms has been constituted with representations from Ittehad-e-Tanzeemat-e-Madaris
Pakistan (ITMP), the National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta), the Ministry of Religious Affairs
and the Ministry of Education. “The committee will submit its recommendations on implementation
of the NAP with regard to regulations of madrassas,” the reply said. A standard form for
registration of madaris has been developed and shared with provinces and the ITMP. Moreover,
mapping has been completed in the ICT and Punjab while the mapping for Sindh, the K-P,
Balochistan and the AJK is underway, it said.

The interior ministry told the house that a total of 182 suspected madrassas had been closed. Of
these two were located in Punjab, 167 in Sindh and 13 in the K-P while a total of 72 unregistered
madrassas were also closed in Sindh. “There are a total of 190 foreign-funded madrassas with 147
in Punjab, six in Sindh, seven in the K-P and 30 in Balochistan,” it said. To revamp the legislation,
Punjab, the K-P and the AJK have enacted laws covering misuse of loudspeakers, hate speech,
illegal weapons and Maintenance of Public Order. Balochistan and Sindh have adopted Punjab’s
laws The NA session on Friday was subsequently prorogued due to lack of quorum. On a
summary initiated by the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, the president has approved the prime
minister’s advice for summoning the next session of the lower house on Monday at 4pm.

VALLETTA: While reiterating condemnation of the recent terrorist attacks in Paris, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has said Pakistan is ready to cooperate with France in intelligence sharing as well as
counter-terrorism efforts. The prime minister made this offer to French President Francois Hollande
in a meeting on the sidelines of the 24th Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)
in the Maltese capital on Friday. PM Nawaz extended heartfelt condolences over the loss of
precious lives in Paris and said Pakistan was ready to share its experiences with France on
counter-terrorism. On November 13, a series of coordinated terrorist attacks in French capital had
left 130 people dead and 368 people injured. The attacks were later claimed by ultraorthodox
Middle Eastern terrorist group Islamic State (IS). “The government and the people of Pakistan
stand by France in this hour of grief,” the premier said, terming terrorists the common enemies of
humanity. Nawaz said Pakistan had lost thousands of lives in the fight against terrorism and its
economy had suffered losses of billions of dollars as a result of terrorist attacks over the years.
“However, in the past two years, Pakistan has made notable gains in the fight against terrorism
and there is a countrywide consensus to root out the menace of violent extremism,” he said.

The prime minister said Pakistan was taking stringent measures for elimination of terrorism and
extremism under its National Action Plan (NAP). The NAP was unanimously adopted by the
country’s political leadership after a deadly terror attack on an army-run school in Peshawar in
December last year. He said Operation Zarb-e-Azb was nearing its successful completion after
hitting hard on terrorists at the Pakistani soil. The extensive military operation was initiated in June
last year to purge the North Waziristan Agency of local militants and their foreign cohorts. Nawaz
said Pakistan considers France a close friend and an important political, economic and security
partner and desires to enhance relations both at bilateral level and in the context of the European
Union. President Hollande expressed gratitude for the Pakistani government and people for their
moral support in the wake of tragic Paris incident. “France is appreciative of the courage and
resilience of Pakistani people for braving terrorism and extremism for long,” he said.

Pakistan ready for unconditional talks with India

Meanwhile, the prime minister during his meeting with British Prime Minister David Cameron said
Pakistan intends to maintain friendly relations with all its neighbours and is ready to initiate peace
talks with its arch nemesis, India, without any preconditions. This was the third time the two prime
ministers met during the current year, with earlier meetings taking place in April and September.
The PM’s Adviser on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz, Special Assistant Tariq Fatemi and Foreign
Secretary Aizaz Chaudhry were also present in the meeting. The two leaders agreed to continue
close collaboration in diverse fields particularly trade, investment and security. They also
reaffirmed their commitment to work in partnership for countering the ‘shared threats’ of terrorism,
organised crime and illegal migration. Nawaz and Cameron also expressed long-term commitment
to work together for greater security and prosperity of their countries. Nawaz Sharif said Pakistan
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considers United Kingdom a close friend and a trusted partner and mentioned that bilateral
relations were based on sound footing and strong diaspora linkages. He expressed satisfaction
over the Pakistan-UK cooperation in the realm of Enhanced Strategic Dialogue and said that the
relations had been strengthened by the refreshed roadmaps on trade, investment, culture,
education and security.

Nawaz Sharif appreciated the continued support by the Britain for the uplift of Pakistan’s social
sectors particularly education and mentioned in particular the assistance provided by the UK’s
Department for International Development (DFID). Nawaz Sharif also supported the peace talks
between Kabul and Afghan Taliban and said involvement of United States, China and other
countries in Afghan peace process could be helpful. The UK PM Cameron welcomed the signs of
growth in Pakistan’s economy in result of its GSP Plus trading agreement with the European
Union. He expressed the UK’s all-out support for Pakistan in its pursuit for a strong economy and
achieving socio-economic development. Cameron also lauded Pakistan’s efforts in eradication of
militancy and extremism. Both leaders shared views on the importance of Commonwealth and on
the need for seeking the common good and benefits for all member states. They also exchanged
views on issues of global and regional importance, including the security situation in the Middle
East. Earlier, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif joined leaders from 53 countries to attend the
CHOGM’s opening ceremony on Friday in the capital of Malta, which is the only country to host the
meeting for the second time in a decade.

QUETTA: Two improvised explosive devices (IEDs)exploded near the Quetta airport on
Saturday. Fortunately, no casualties occurred in the incident. According to Senior Superintendent
Police (SSP) Operations Waheed Khattak, the IEDs, which weighed over one kilogramme, were
planted near a railway track in an empty plot close to the airport. Following the attack, security
forces rushed to the site and searched for other explosives possibly hidden in the area. On
October 22, a suicide bomber targeted a mosque in Quetta, killing 10 people, including six
children. In the wake of rising targeted killing in Quetta, the government has launched a crackdown
against terrorists and their facilitators. Security forces intensified their efforts to purge the provincial
capital of terrorists after a countrywide campaign against them under the banner of the National
Action Plan.

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Air Force fighter jets killed 17 militants on Friday in airstrikes carried out
near the Afghan border, the military said in a statement. The strikes in the Rajgal area of the
Khyber Agency also destroyed four militant hideouts and an ammunition dump, it said. “Seventeen
terrorists including some foreigners were killed in the aerial strikes in the remote area of Rajgal,” a
brief military statement said. The strikes were part of a major offensive aimed at clearing Taliban
and al Qaeda strongholds that began last year in North Waziristan, one of seven Pakistani tribal
districts bordering Afghanistan. The military began the offensive in Khyber in October 2014,
carrying out air strikes and using artillery, mortars and ground troops. The army then intensified
and expanded its offensive after the Taliban massacred more than 150 people, the majority of
them children, at a school in Peshawar last December.

ISLAMABAD: China has assured that if India is allowed to get the membership of the Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG) it will go all out to ensure that Pakistan also joins the group. The assurance
was given to Islamabad during the visit of a high-level delegation headed by President Mamnoon
Hussain to Beijing recently. “The issue was discussed at length and Pakistan highlighted its point
of view saying that it has equal right to join the group for fulfilling its requirement for peaceful use of
nuclear technology,” diplomatic sources told The Express Tribune. Islamabad took the plea that if it
is deprived of the NSG membership and New Delhi is allowed to join it then it will be discrimination
and lead to creating an imbalance in the region. “China, being member of the group and holding
the veto power, assured Pakistan that it will take all measures so that it also becomes the member
of the NSG,” they said, adding, “If India is allowed to join NSG and Pakistan is deprived of the
membership of the group, Beijing will veto the move to block Indian entry.”

According to sources, Pakistan was aware of the fact after it came to know about the launching of
a quiet diplomatic move for inducting India into the club of nuclear trading nations. “The NSG
chairman has recently visited New Delhi and held meeting with the Indian Foreign Minister
Sushma Swaraj as part of a diplomatic effort to build a consensus to admit India into the group in
its annual meeting next June,” observed a security analyst. He said Pakistan aspires to join the
NSG but its accession appears to be a tough sell as the major members of the group don’t support
its move. It is pertinent to mention here that membership of the 48-nation group would bring India
into the nuclear fold 41 years after it tested its first nuclear bomb.

SLAMABAD: Authorities in the federal capital have blocked around 100,000 computerised
national identity cards, including those issued illegally to foreigners, in the past year alone. The
number is considered significant because only 400 identity cards were blocked during the entire
five-year term of the previous government. Sharing details about the blocked CNICs in the National
Assembly, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar said the action was not taken against any particular
community or section of society. The computerised national identity cards (CNICs) have been
blocked in every province. The security czar also revealed that some parliamentarians had helped
appoint some foreigners in the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA). But at the
same time, he gave them benefit of the doubt, claiming they might have been unaware that those
people were foreign nationals. Though the interior minister did not name anyone, he said he could
share the information with the Senate chairman or the National Assembly speaker. Nisar told the
House that over 200 NADRA employees were expelled while dozens more were sent to jails over
the issue. He added that 73 new card issuance centres would be set up irrespective of political
affiliations. The minister, who also looks after the passports department, said 13 large passport
offices would be set up according to international standards across the country. Home delivery of
passports has already been started in four cities and would soon be expanded to other areas. He
claimed that VIP culture at NADRA had ended and even the requests for sending staff to take
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biometric details of the families of president and prime minster had been turned down.
Performance of ministers

Nisar also came up with a brave idea of inviting the opposition to evaluate the performance of
federal ministers from next assembly session. He volunteered to be the first minister to submit his
performance report in the house for members to give their input. “Accountability, criticism and
proposals to improve performance of ministries will enhance confidence of the people in the
performance of this House,” he said while calling for a decision to be taken during the business
advisory committee of next session. The interior minister recalled a similar initiative taken by Prime
Minister Nawaz Shairf to oversee performance of his cabinet ministers on his proposal a few
months ago. The process had stopped but Nisar said he would take up the issue again. However,
keeping in view the vast ambit of his ministry, he asked the lawmakers to question his legal and
constitutional duties but refrain from discussing the law and order situation, which partly falls in the
domain of the provincial governments. The proceedings of the lower house of parliament were cut
short due to lack of quorum, which was pointed out by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf lawmaker Dr
Shireen Mazari.

SHABQADAR: A security official was killed and two others injured as militants attacked a security
checkpost in Mohmand Agency’s Sheikh Baba area late on Wednesday. “Militants attacked the
checkpost late Wednesday night near the Pak-Afghan border,” a political administration official
confirmed. “One official died, while two others were injured in the attack,” he added. The injured
were airlifted to Peshawar early Thursday morning. Meanwhile, a search operation is underway
around the Afghan border area. Pakistan Army launched an offensive, Zarb-e-Azb, in North
Waziristan in mid-June last year to purge the erstwhile stronghold of homegrown Taliban militants
and their foreign cohorts. According to an official tally released on the first anniversary of the
offensive, 2,700 militants have been killed and many more wounded in combat. Most parts of the
agency have been cleansed of militants, while troops are now closing in on the remaining militants
holed up in Shawal Valley on the Pak-Afghan border. Hundreds of thousands of tribesmen
displaced by fighting have started returning to their homes in North Waziristan under the
government supervision.

QUETTA: Security forces on Wednesday claimed to have foiled a major terror bid and seized a
large quantity of arms and ammunition from Balochistan’s Chagai district. “The weapons were
dumped to carry out subversive activities in the province,” said Khan Wasey, a spokesperson for
the Frontier Corps (FC). He added that FC personnel conducted a raid in Killi Nafas area of Chagai
district after receiving actionable intelligence. The weapons recovered today include 15 rockets, 14
sub-machine guns, two AK-47s, two rocket propelled grenades and other weapons and
ammunition. “No arrests were made as the militants had left the area before the raid was
conducted,” stated Wasey. He also said that the militants wanted to target civilians, security forces
and vital national installations in various parts of Pakistan. “The weapons were smuggled into
Chagai district from neighbouring Afghanistan,” claimed the FC spokesperson. Security forces also
launched a search operation in the area after discovering the weapons cache. Balochistan has
been experiencing incident violence and targeted killings since more than a decade. The largest
province of the country by area, is home to a low-level insurgency by ethnic Baloch separatists. Al
Qaeda-linked militants also operate in the region.

QUETTA: Police and Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) have recovered all 22 passengers
abducted from Gwadar-bound coach at Makran Coastal Highway near Pasni. RPO Makran Jaffar
Khan said all the passengers are recovered and they are safe. Earlier today, unidentified armed
men abducted at least 22 passengers from Gwadar-bound coach at Makran Coastal Highway. The
Levies officials had confirmed the abduction and launched an investigation after the incident. The
sources said the coach was en route to Gwadar from Karachi when unknown armed men stopped
it and took 22 passengers with them at Makran coastal highway near Pasni.

PESHAWAR: Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa arrested 567 militants
during 876 targeted operations that it conducted in various parts of the province in last ten 10
months, a summary report issued by the department said Wednesday. The report, a copy of which
is available with Dawn.com, reveals that the CTD either arrested or killed at least 93 proclaimed
offenders (POs) carrying head-money and wanted in high-profile cases. CTD sources told
DawnNews 10 of the 93 POs were killed by the CTD personnel. The CTD personnel traced 252
militancy-related cases during the time period, said the report. According to the report, the CTD
personnel recovered four suicide jackets, 231 hand grenades, 1203 kilogrammes of explosives,
5675 detonators, seven RPG-7 launchers, 71 SMG rifles, 103 pistols and 48 rifles with different
bores. Suspects wanted in the following high-profile cases were arrested by the CTD, documents
show:

e  Two suicide attacks on Judicial Complex Peshawar (2009 and 2013)
®  Assassination of ex-Senior Minister Bashir Bilour

®  Suicide attack at Judicial Complex F-8 Islamabad

e  Bomb blast in pick-up near PS Badhber area of Peshawar

e  Suicide attack on imambargah in Hayatabad area Peshawar

e  Suicide attack on imambargah in Chamkani near Peshawar

(] Target killing of three Intelligence Bureau (IB) officers in Peshawar

e  Target killing of superintendent of police Hayat Khan in Peshawar's Hayatabad area
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e  Remote-controlled blast on Badhbher police and a polio team

e  Attack on a PIA flight in Peshawar

Peshawar, the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, lies on the edge of Pakistan's tribal areas which
have been labelled by Washington as the main sanctuary for Al Qaeda and Taliban militants in the
country. The city has seen frequent attacks by militants in the past few years, with targets ranging
from civilians to policemen and other law enforcement personnel

JHELUM: Police have arrested up to 35 people over riots in the Jhelum, which reportedly forced
members of the Ahmadi community to flee their homes, authorities said Tuesday. The unrest
began Friday when an angry mob in the city torched a factory after one of its employees, a
member of the Ahmadi sect, was accused of committing blasphemy. On Saturday, protesters
ransacked an Ahmadi mosque in the congested Kala Gujran area of the city and set fire to some
Ahmadi homes. “Police have arrested up to 35 people in connection with the violence,” district
police chief Mujahid Akbar told AFP. Akbar said police were hunting up to 70 other people who
incited others and indulged in violence. Rangers were called in to quell the violence and remain
deployed in the area, he added. According to local councillor Muhammad Asif, around 18 Ahmadi
families had left their homes for protection. Eleven Ahmadis were murdered in 2014 and authorities
have failed to apprehend any of the killers, highlighting growing intolerance toward the sect.

KARACHI: Rangers and police conducted joint raids in various parts of the metropolis and
rounded up 59 suspects including an alleged target killer Fahim Hussain. Rangers raided a spot in
Aram Bagh area and arrested the alleged target killer Fahim Hussain. On a lead from the Hussain,
Rangers conducted another raid in the same area and, according to claims, recovered heavy
arms, bullet-proof jackets and explosives. A spokesman of Sindh Rangers said that the suspect
confessed to involvement in criminal activities including target killing, extortion and arson. In a
separate targeted raid in Sharafi Goth and Orangi Town, the Rangers arrested three gangsters
and a drug peddler. Rangers and police conducted a joint house-to-house search in Sultanabad
area of Manghopir and apprehended over 10 suspects. On an intelligence about presence of drug
traffickers and members of a banned oulffit, raids were carried out in over 100 houses in Hazara
Goth near Natha Khan Goth. Over 40 suspects were taken into custody. Rangers also conducted
raids in Saddar and North Nazimabad and nabbed four alleged terrorists linked to a proscribed
organization along with arms.

KARACHI: While frequent arrests during the ongoing Rangers-led targeted operation have helped
restore peace to the city with a significant drop in the number of terror attacks, killings, abductions
and extortion activities, they have also resulted in an around 50 per cent rise in the number of
inmates in prisons over the past two years, officials said on Monday. They added that
overcrowding of Karachi’s central and Landhi jails had always been a challenge for the authorities,
but the jail population this time reached a record high due to active policing and the ongoing
targeted operation. “The actual capacity of the central prison is 2,400, but it has some 6,000
prisoners at present,” said Sindh IG prisons Nusrat Mangan. “Similarly, the Landhi jail has
maximum space for 1,300 prisoners but official record shows some 3,500 behind bars in that
facility. “Our jails are facing severe overcrowding these days,” he added. |G Mangan agreed on the
point that the number of inmates had increased at a staggering pace during recent months due to
consistent raids and arrests by the law-enforcement agencies. The proactive approach recently
adopted by other institutions, including the Anti-Corruption Establishment and the Federal
Investigation Agency, also played a role in the increase, he added. “Overcrowded prisons have
always been an issue but over the past few years, it has become even more challenging,” he said.
“Due to the shortage of space we used to accommodate a maximum of 4,000 prisoners in the
Karachi central jail, which actually has a capacity of 2,400 inmates, before the operation began.
But the figure touched 6,000 with frequent arrests after the operation was launched. “In Landhi,
too, the jail population increased from 2,500 to 3,500 over the past two years though its actual
capacity is 1,300 prisoners.”

However, the prisons chief was confident that the issue would be resolved within the next few
months with a jail proposed along the Superhighway. It would help in meeting the challenge of
overcrowded jails besides addressing security concerns related to the central prison situated right
in the city centre. In October last year a 45-metre-long and 10-metre-deep tunnel being built a few
metres from the central jail to spring 100 ‘dangerous militants’ was discovered by the Rangers in a
house situated in a neighbouring locality. The paramilitary force had claimed to have arrested
several suspects belonging to a banned outfit when the house was raided while five more suspects
were later picked up on information provided by them during interrogation. The move was followed
by a jail operation during which all prisoners were searched physically that led to the recovery of
electric wires, scissors, radio sets, jihadi literature, knives, party flags and a modified ladder. The
house situated in Ghausia Colony, a shanty town close to the main penitentiary in Karachi, had
been bought by the suspects some five months before the raid. Just a few days after the seizure,
the Sindh government decided to relocate the central jail to the Superhighway that connects the
cities of Hyderabad and Karachi and is away from residential areas. “We hope that the prison will
be ready within the next few months,” said Sindh IG prisons Mangan. “Once that jail is ready and
becomes operational, there will be much respite from overcrowding and security issues.”

AFP /| WEB DESK: One of Pakistan’s few female fighter jet pilots was killed in a training crash
Tuesday, the air force said in a statement, adding that she was the first of its women pilots to
“embrace martyrdom”. Flying Officer Marium Mukhtiar and Squadron Leader Saqib Abbasi were
flying a training mission on an FT-7PG aircraft and encountered a “serious in-flight emergency”
during the final stages, the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) said in a statement. “Flying Officer Marium
embraced martyrdom and became the first lady pilot from PAF to attain this great honour,” it said.
The crash took place in Kundian, Mianwali district, about 175 kilometres (109 miles) southwest of
Islamabad. The male officer, Abbasi, sustained minor injuries, the air force added. “Both the pilots
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handled the serious emergency with professionalism and courage and tried to save the ill-fated
aircraft till the very last minute,” the statement said. In order to ensure the safety of civilians on the
ground, they were forced to eject and the aircraft crashed, the PAF said. Pakistan is a highly
traditional, patriarchal society where opportunities for women are limited. But in 2006 seven
women broke into one of the country’s most exclusive male clubs to graduate as fighter pilots —
perhaps the most prestigious job in the powerful military and for six decades closed to them.

It is unclear how many women have joined the air force as fighter pilots since then. A New York
Times report in June put the figure at 21. This is not the first time a PAF trainer jet has crashed. In
September, a PAF fighter jet F7-PG crashed near Mastung during what officials described as a
routine training operation. The pilot managed to eject to safety. According to a spokesperson for
PAF’s Samungli Airbase in Quetta, “The F7-PG fighter jet was on a routine training mission when
its engine caught fire and crashed on a fray near Mastung.” “The pilot, flight lieutenant Yasir,
ejected himself from the plane safely while no loss of life and property was reported in the
incident,” he added. Earlier in August, a PAF helicopter, which was carrying flood reliefs goods,
was forced to make an emergency landing in Chitral after developing a technical fault. Reports
said PAF’s MI-17 helicopter crash-landed in the Mastuj area of Chitral after it is said to have been
partially damaged while carrying out flood relief activities in the region. Meanwhile, Marium’s body
reached Karachi’'s Faisal Base in C-130 for burial. PAF officials, family, and relatives were also
present to attend the funeral prayers.

COAS pays tribute to Marium Mukhtar

Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Shareef has expressed condolence with the bereaved family
of Marium. The army chief paid tribute to the flying officer and her sacrifice. “She was indeed a role
model for women and pride of Pakistan,” General Raheel said in his condolence message.

ISLAMABAD: The European Union official in charge of migration was in Islamabad on Monday for
talks after the country last week suspended an accord to accept deportations from mainland
Europe. The suspension of deportation accord comes at a time when European leaders facing an
influx of migration are desperate to streamline procedures for repatriations. European
Commissioner for Migration Dimitris Avramopoulos met foreign policy chief and interior minister on
Monday, EU spokesperson Ayesha Babar said in Islamabad. She added that the one-day visit was
planned in advance. “He’s not coming just because of the statements” by officials that the country
would no longer accept deportees from Europe,” she said. EU nations signed a deal with Pakistan
in 2009 allowing them to repatriate illegal immigrants and other nationalities who transited through
Pakistan on their way to Europe. But last week, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar said airlines
returning deportees without country’s permission would be penalised. Pakistan would not accept
any deportees accused of militant links without clear evidence of guilt, Nisar added. A
spokesperson for the ministry later confirmed the EU repatriation agreement was “temporarily
suspended”.

The EU has not officially commented on the decision, though Avramopoulos was scheduled to
speak later on Monday. Globally, about 90,000 people were deported back to Pakistan last year for
a variety of offences, but in some cases they had been sent back without proper determination
they were Pakistan nationals, the interior ministry spokesperson said. It was not immediately clear
exactly how many came from Europe, although the figure is in the thousands. Europe is facing its
biggest influx of migrants in decades, with many families fleeing war in Syria, Irag and Afghanistan.
Some European leaders are calling for tighter controls over fears of Islamic State infiltration after
attacks in Paris last week killed 130 people and wounded about 200. Pakistan’s refusal to accept
deportees could slow down the removal of illegal economic migrants, making it harder to accept
those genuinely fleeing persecution.

KARACHI: A five-kilogramme bomb was defused at the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD)
office in Karachi’s Civil Lines area on Monday. “We found a five-kg bomb in the car park of our
office and it has been defused with the help of the bomb disposal squad,” CTD in-charge Mazhar
Mashwani told The Express Tribune. Police said the bomb was wrapped in a shopping bag which
had been placed in the parking area of the CTD office. Earlier, the CTD office was evacuated as
security institutions received intelligence reports about a bomb attack at the department’s office.
Incident comes an hour after a Dubai-bound private airline’s flight was evacuated at Peshawar’s
Bacha Khan Airport over a bomb scare. Around 200 passengers were offloaded from the plane of
Shaheen Airline on the airport’s runway just minutes before the plane’s take-off.

KARACHI: More than 30 suspects were detained Monday when Rangers carried out a search
operation near Old Sabzi Mandi area of Karachi, officials said. Rangers personnel started the door-
to-door search operation early Monday morning in the PIB Colony neighbourhood near Old Sabzi
Mandi. The operation was conducted on intelligence about the presence of suspected criminals
and members of banned oultfits in the neighbourhood. A large contingent of security personnel
cordoned off Eesa Nagri, Old Sabzi Mandi and surrounding areas during the operation, blocking all
entry and exit routes. The personnel — which also included female Rangers personnel — arrested
30 suspects during the five-hour-long operation, taking them to undisclosed locations for further
interrogation. The operation comes days after gunmen shot down four Rangers personnel in the
Ittehad Town locality. The Rangers personnel were posted for security duty outside Madina Masjid
when the attackers riding motorcycles gunned them down shortly before Friday prayers. Law
enforcers have intensified their crackdown against suspected criminals, target-killers and terrorists
in the city since the attack targeting security personnel on Friday. On Sunday, Rangers said they
arrested sis suspected terrorists belonging to the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) during
a raid in Ittehad Town neighbourhood of Baldia Town area. The same day, law enforcement
personnel detained at least 145 other suspects in search operations carried out in different parts of
the city.

SLAMABAD: The federal government has decided to carry out a major reshuffle in the top
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hierarchy of the Sindh police following intelligence reports on the threat of violence during the
upcoming local government elections in Karachi. “Sindh will see a major reshuffle in the top ranks
of the police,” a senior police officer told The Express Tribune. “The decision was taken on the
[paramilitary] Rangers’ recommendations. The federal government is also consulting with the
provincial government on this issue.” He said the Rangers were unhappy with the recently
developed differences between senior police officers. “Many top police officers have lodged their
complaints at the Chief Minister’s Office,” added the officer, who is familiar with this week’s phone
discussion between senior officials. Officials briefed the interior minister on the deteriorating law
and order situation in Sindh, the most recent example of which was witnessed in the first phase of
LG polls held in various districts of the province on October 31. “Rangers, with the coordination of
the police, should take [immediate] steps to control the worsening law and order situation in the
province,” Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar had directed the Rangers Sindh chief. “The Karachi
operation must move forward, and steps should be taken to execute it swiftly to clean the port city
of criminals.”

Internal rifts

Even Sindh police chief Ghulam Hyder Jamali and DIG Ghulam Sarwar Jamali, who are first
cousins, have developed serious differences over transfers and postings, claimed another senior
police officer. Formation of different groups within the Sindh police prompted DG Akbar to convey
his concerns to the centre, said a senior official at the CM House. “We must take this issue
seriously. Internal differences between senior police officers could affect the upcoming LG
elections.” However, CM Qaim Ali Shah has said he would not allow centre to interfere in provincial
matters, added the official.

New police chief

The federal administration is mulling over the appointment of a new provincial police chief,
revealed an official. “They are displeased with the police performance in Sindh.” AlGs Nasimuz
Zaman, Ghulam Qadir Thebo, Dr Arif Mushtaq, Hussain Asghar and Sanaullah Abbasi are among
the top contenders for the post, added the official. “The final decision will be taken after the interior
minister’'s consultation with the Rangers chief and CM Qaim.” According to an interior ministry
official, Ahsan Mehboob has assumed the office of the Balochistan police chief. He has replaced
Muhammad Amlish, who the official said had failed to maintain law and order in the province.
“There is a possibility that the bureaucracy in Balochistan would also see changes in its top ranks
in the coming weeks.”
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LAHORE: State Minister for Health Services Saira Afzal Tarar has said that the masses would be the
direct beneficiaries of Health Insurance Program to be launched next month.
Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of American Heart Association Roll Out 2015 and talking to the
media at Regional Centre of College of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan yesterday, she said that
the government was also improving emergency services at public sector hospitals. President CPSP
Prof Zafar Ullah Chaudhry, Senior Vice President Prof Khalid Masood Gondal, Prof Mahmood Ayaz,
Dr Ahmed Aziz Qureshi and Dr Ibrar Ashraf Ali were also present. Saira Afzal Tarar said that the
government would support all efforts of strengthening of medical institutions that would ultimately
help improving service delivery. She urged the provinces to fulfill their responsibilities after devolution
of the health sector. She urged the provinces to focus on training and capacity building of healthcare
providers including nurses, LHVs and LHWSs. She said that resolution of problems of healthcare
providers should be the top priority of the provinces as it was linked to the human health. She said
that landslide victory of the PML-N in local government polls showed confidence of the masses on
the government policies. She was all praise for the CPSP for services of its fellows in Pakistan and
abroad. She said that such institutions were helping the government of realizing dream of
appointment of consultants at DHQ/THQ hospitals. She said that presence of specialist doctors in
rural areas was the right of the masses. AHA will issue certificates on successful completion of
instructors’ courses. After which new guidelines on AHA will be implemented in the country.

KARACHI: A four-day 8th International Urdu Conference would be held in the metropolis from
December 8. Karachi Arts Council Secretary Muhammad Ahmed Shah said that the arts council has
been holding this event since 2008, adding that the conference is aimed at promoting the national
language. Scholars from United States, Britain, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Bangladesh, India and
Iran would attend the moot. Papers would be also be read at the conference on Urdu language and
literature. Karachi Arts Council President Prof Ejaz Ahmed Farooqui, Vice President Prof Sehr
Ansari, and Literary Committee Chairperson Haseena Moeen were also present at a briefing. Initiated
in 2008 by the Arts Council Karachi, Urdu conference has been a regular annual feature eagerly
awaited by the literary enthusiasts and cultural figures of the city. Noted scholars from India, United
Kingdom, London, Canada, Turkey, Iran and all over the world are expected to participate.

KARACHI: Health experts on Saturday demanded the Sindh Health Department to revise the open
merit admission policy in medical colleges of Sindh to overcome shortage in future. Former Pakistan
Orthopedic Association (POA) president Prof Dr Muhammad Parwez Anjum said were 75 percent
female and 25 percent male students in medical colleges of the province. He said around 50 percent
female medical graduates leave the healthcare profession after marriage, creating shortage of
doctors in the province. He said other three provinces of Pakistan are also facing same situation;
therefore, health high-ups should revise admission policy in medical colleges across Pakistan. He
said, “I have come to know through sources that the Punjab government has made a plan to
reintroduce admission policy in medical colleges based on 60 percent male and 40 percent female to
overcome doctors’ shortage in the province.” Prof Anjuam explained that 60 percent male and 40
percent female quota system had existed in the country for admission in medical colleges before
1991-92, but later the then government had introduced the open merit policy in medical colleges on
the demands of various organisations to abolish gender-based quota. Currently, he said there is a
ratio of 75 percent female and 25 percent male doctors in the country and Sindh, but unfortunately,
50 percent female doctors leave the profession after marriage and for other reasons. If such situation
persists, province may face an acute shortage of doctors in near future, he remarked. Newly-elected
POA President Prof Mohammad Amin Chinoy said the government has spent millions of rupees on
medical education, training and skill development of lady doctors annually, but quitting medical
profession is putting bad impact on doctors and adversely affect the national healthcare system. He
demanded the provincial Health Department -ups to revise the admission policy in medical colleges
in the province to avoid shortage of doctors in future.

KARACHI: Founders of Mary Adelaide Leprosy Centre Dr Ruth Pfau has urged the young graduands
to value and make use of the professionally sound education and training they have been provided in
different institutes. Addressing the 412 graduates from 36 cities at the Aga Khan University (AKU)
convocation on Saturday, she said, “I know how desperate Pakistani youth is for role models and |
wish they had more.” She spoke of how young people respond to individuals perceived to be
exemplary, whom they can admire, respect and be influenced by, if you “Give them somebody who
they would like to follow, they will follow.” The graduating class was urged to value and make use of
the professionally sound education and training they have been provided and to remember that they
will be providing a service, best rewarded by a person’s happiness and gratitude. Earlier, in his
welcome address AKU President Firoz Rasul spoke about the importance of civil society for Pakistan
and its neighbours and how everyone is a potential member. “It is in civil society that both our unity
and our diversity are expressed. We express our diversity when a multitude of voices speak without
fear on every subject. We express our unity through the respect that we accord those whose
perspective we may not share, but whose right to their perspective we respect,” he remarked. The
AKU president said that when civil society is strong, communities and countries thrive. He observed
that civil society without fear can contribute positively for the public good otherwise it would be
impossible to address the multifaceted challenges. “To find the determination and desire to take
action ... to galvanize others into joining you — that is the challenge you will face, but your determined
effort is exactly what is needed to strengthen civil society organisations in our communities,
professions and our country,” said President Rasul urging graduands to become effective agents of
social development. This year, 233 nurses, two PhDs in the health sciences, 20 masters, 96
undergraduate degrees and 17 advanced diplomas - 13 in human development and four in health
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professions education were awarded degrees. The PhD in Education went to a student from the
northern areas. In addition, 31 master's degrees and 12 advanced diplomas in education were
granted. Dr Amna Qasim from the medical college and Afsheen Amirali Hirani from the School of
Nursing and Midwifery receiving two best graduated awards also. The university also honoured two
of its faculty members — Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations founding director Dr Abdou
Filali-Ansary was conferred the title of professor emeritus and Institute for Educational Development
director Dr Muhammad Memon was conferred the award of excellence in education.

KARACHI: Educationists have stressed upon the importance of public private partnership (PPP) for
the promotion of education in order to shun out-of-school children. The experts in a panel discussion
at International Education and Cultural Festival said that public private partnership can help decrease
the number of out-of-school children in Pakistan. In this connection, Beaconhouse School System
has organised a two-day festival in the backdrop of ever-increasing influence of media and digital
technologies, art and popular culture, climate change and environment, geopolitics and global
security and indeed society itself on the changing nature of schools. The festival featured panel
discussions, interviews, workshops, celebrity talks, cultural performances, science and art exhibition,
theatre production, short film screening, robotics workshops and storytelling. Speaking on the
occasion CARE Foundation Chairperson Seema Aziz said, “If government is outsourcing the services
of public private, then what is harm in it and they have budget for it.” She said literacy was a big
problem in Pakistan and quality of education was very important. It is government’s duty to provide
education up to twelve standard, she emphasised. “We have been able to manage such schools
which were took over. However, after taking control these institutions touched hundred percent
results,” said seema, adding that It is not only government’s responsibility, but also civil society’s
responsibility to work jointly for enhancing the standard of education. Since private education is not
affordable to everyone, but every child needs to go to school and in this matter civil society can also
contribute, she said adding that the government is one of the stakeholders while civil societies and
foundations are actively imparting education through financial resources and expertise. Hence, the
government should not be let alone to responsible for a fundamental objective of a nation but private
sector should also come forward with capacity and bring in efficiency in the system. The private
sector could utilise funds more efficiently than the government which is evident of the fact that the
operational cost of one of the leading schools for underprivileged - The Citizen Foundation (TCF) —
stood at Rs 11,155 per student per month as compared to the expense of the Sindh government,
which is Rs 2,500 per student a month. However, there is a huge gap in the quality of the education
between the school of underprivileged run by private sector and school run by the provincial
government, she observed. On the occasion, Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP) lawmaker Dr Nafeesa
Shah said the government was willing to provide funds to private sector as it allocated Rs two billion
to Sindh Education Fund and provided financial support to schools such as the TCF for promoting
education in the country. She said the government could not hand over its entire education system to
private sector, but it has to keep monitoring schools and building community system in respective
areas, although, it is acceptable if private sector governs schools within their roles in academia. Jens
Yahya Zimmermann, partner and managing director at New Silk Route said there is a win-win
situation existing in the country when the private sector is keen to play a major role to impart
education and the government built confidence over specialist education foundations to involve in the
education system.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif inaugurated latest instrument landing system, CAT-
1IB (ILS), at the Allama Igbal International Airport (AllIA) Lahore on Saturday for safe landing of
aeroplanes during fog. The chief minister unveiled the instrument landing system project and
inspected the modern instrument landing system installed on the runway of the airport. Special
Assistant to Prime Minister on Civil Aviation Shuja Azeem apprised the chief minister of the features
of latest instrument landing system. Shahbaz congratulated Shuja Azeem and the Civil Aviation
authorities on installing modern instrument landing system for safe landing of aeroplanes in fog.
Speaking on the occasion, the chief minister said that Allama Igbal International Airport Lahore is the
first airport of Pakistan and the second international airport of South Asia where this modern system
has been installed and the aeroplanes would now land safely in severe fog and the schedule of flights
would not affect. Earlier, a briefing was given to the chief minister on CAT-IIIB (ILS). Addressing the
function, Shahbaz said that due to installation of modern system, safe landing of flights would be
ensured in fog or bad weather. “No doubt, it is an important project which has been completed by
Civil Aviation in a record period, upon which, it deserves appreciation,” he added. The chief minister
said besides ensuring safe landings, the modern technology would save a lot of precious time of the
passengers. He said that Civil Aviation authorities have achieved an important milestone by installing
this system for the convenience of the passengers and expressed hope that this modern system
would also be installed at other airports of the country as well. Provincial Law Minister Rana
Sanaullah, MNAs Pervaiz Malik, Mehr Ishtiag Ahmed, MPAs Kh Imran Nazir, Mian Naseer and Kh
Ahmed Hasaan were present on the occasion. Meanwhile, Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif left
for UK on an official visit on Saturday. During the visit, the chief minister would meet the British
officials and heads of different institutions. He would also meet expatriates, hold meetings with the
British ministers and also address UK-Pakistan Energy and Infrastructure Forum. Talking at the
airport before his departure to London, Shahbaz Sharif said that Britain is an important trade partner
of Pakistan and Pakistan gives great importance to its relations with Britain.

RAWALPINDI: Under the directives of Rawalpindi commissioner and Rawalpindi Development
Authority (RDA) director general, enforcement wing of RDA has demolished and sealed illegal
constructions and encroachments in the city. RDA DG has directed the enforcement wing to take
strict action against illegal constructions and encroachments without any fear and influence,
according to a press release issued on Saturday. RDA’s enforcement team has carried out an
operation against illegal plot and construction of two shops in the area of Saidpur road scheme and
demolished and sealed an illegal and unauthorised construction on plot no 383. The RDA’s
enforcement team in the supervision of RDA’s enforcement in-charge Rana Tariq Javed carried out
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the operation.

ISLAMABAD: Private and government educational institutions in the federal capital will remain
closed on the occasion of local government (LG) elections on Monday. Islamabad District Magistrate
on Saturday issued a statement that the government offices will remain open on the polling day while
all educational institutions will remain shut. Local government polls are being held for the first time in
Islamabad. On a separate note, women participation in LG elections will bring a positive change at
grass root level in socio-economic empowerment of women and re-address grievances of common
women in our patriarchal society. Talking to APP on Wednesday Senator Nuzat Sadiq said that
society cannot progress without women’s participation. “Our women are educated, talented and
competent enough to work shoulder to shoulder with their male counterparts,” she added. Women do
their work with more dedication, she said, adding that they are well aware of their problems so raise
voice on relevant issues more effectively. It is a good omen that women come forward to join politics,
as they know that change can be brought through taking active part in policy making rather than
ruining their lives as suppressed segment of society. This time a good number of women are
contesting the forth-coming local government elections to be held on November 30 in federal capital
as besides political parties women also registered themselves as independent candidates, she
remarked. She stated that it is internationally acknowledged that community involvement produce
better and quick results and when these women themselves work for their areas a significant change
would be observed both at behavioural as well as economic level of the masses.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Sweet Homes (PSH) Patron-in-chief Zamurd Khan has said that provision of
modern education and quality shelter to the poverty-ridden and deserving segment of society is the
main purpose of his life and generous contribution of the philanthropists are required to meet the
necessities of the children housed in PSH. Zumurad Khan expressed these views during a pizza
party hosted by ltalian Ambassador for the children of PSH at Italian Embassy Islamabad. Italian
Ambassador to Pakistan Stefonio Pontecorvo and his wife Idia Pontecorvo, Bosnian Ambassador to
Pakistan Dr Nadim Makarvie and his wife, and Netherland’s Ambassador to Pakistan Jennette
Seppen attended the pizza party while a large number of diplomats and people from different
segments of life were also present on the occasion. While talking on the occasion, Zamurd said that
children housed in Pakistan Sweet Homes are growing up and there is immediate need of 50 more
rooms to meet there housing requirements. Thanking the Italian ambassador for hosting the pizza
party for the children of Sweet Homes, he said that it is very encouraging that diplomats are taking
keen interest in providing recreational opportunities to the poverty-ridden class of our society. He
further said that all possible efforts are being made to provide modern basic facilities at PSH, yet
there is need to make generous contributions to meet the future requirements of the children. On the
occasion, different recreational activities were also arranged for the children. The Italian ambassador
along with his wife and diplomats of the other countries danced with the children to regional folk
tunes. A taekwondo competition among the children remained underscored where children of sweet
homes showed their skills during taekwondo competition. Different other sports and cultural
programmes were also organised for the children of Pakistan Sweet Homes.

LAHORE: Advisor to Chief Minister on Health Khawaja Salman Rafiq has said the surgical tower at
Mayo Hospital would be made functional in next year at every cost. Chairing a meeting to review the
construction work of the surgical tower on Friday, he directed that pace of civil work should be
accelerated for the completion of the tower on war footing. He said the government would provide
additional funds immediately when the released funds would be utilised. Salman Rafiq directed that
the construction of surgical tower should be completed according to the work-schedule, and for this
purpose, work should be carried out in double shifts.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif on Friday presided over a high level meeting, which
reviewed the pace of progress on ongoing projects of energy and infrastructure in the province.
Addressing the meeting, the chief minister said that all out efforts are being made for coping with
energy crisis and work is being carried out expeditiously on power projects, adding that 1,320-
megawatt Sahiwal Coal Power Project would start production in 2017 and work is in progress on the
project round the clock. He said that the foundation stone of three gas-based energy projects has
been laid in Punjab, which would produce 3,600MW electricity. Shahbaz said that a high standard of
transparency has been set in the gas power projects under the leadership of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and Rs 110 billion of the nation have been saved. He said that there is no other example of
saving such a huge amount in the history of Pakistan, adding that projects are being implemented
expeditiously while transparency and high standard is also being maintained and no compromise
would be made in this regard. He said that funds of billions of rupees are being provided for
infrastructure development in the province, adding that completion of projects in infrastructure sector
would result in availability of modern facilities to the citizens while trade and business activities would
also accelerate. Shahbaz said with the completion of several energy projects in 2017, thousands of
megawatt electricity would be added to the national grid, which would help in controlling load
shedding. He directed the concerned authorities to continue work expeditiously on projects while a
high standard should also be ensured. Provincial Finance Minister Ayesha Ghaus Pasha, Chief
Secretary Khizer Hayat Gondal, former minister Shaukat Tareen, Special Assistant to Prime Minister
Musaddaqg Malik, Punjab Power Development Company Chairman Arif Saeed along with concerned
secretaries and senior authorities attended the meeting. Meanwhile, the chief minister has said that
Pakistan attaches great importance to its relations with Britain and his visit to Britain would further
promote the ties between the two countries. He said that Pakistan wants trade and not aid from
Britain and desires to transform the existing relations into economic contacts, adding that Britain is
extending commendable assistance to Punjab in education and other sectors. He expressed these
views while talking to British Parliament Member Lord Nazir Ahmad who met him on Friday. Matters
of mutual interest, promotion of Pak-UK relations and the visit of the chief minister to Britain were
discussed in the meeting. Shahbaz said that in the form of Overseas Pakistanis Commission, a
platform has become available to overseas Pakistanis for the solution of their problems. He said that
OPC is making all out efforts for resolving the problems of Pakistanis living abroad, adding that the
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Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government has set new records of public service by taking
revolutionary measures in education, health, transport, infrastructure and other sectors. He said that
merit and transparency have been promoted in every sector. “The confidence expressed by the
masses in the form of victory of PML-N candidates in local bodies’ elections is a proof of the
performance of the party. PML-N will again achieve a thumping success in general elections on THE
BASIS OF its performance and come up to the expectations of the people,” he added. Lord Nazir
Ahmad appreciated the steps taken by the chief minister for welfare and betterment of the people and
said that the international institutions also acknowledge the CM’s performance in Punjab.

KARACHI: The 10th annual National Thalassaemia Conference kicked off at Jinnah Postgraduate
Medical Centre (JPMC), on Friday. Experts on blood related diseases, health practitioners,
representatives of Thalassaemia centres and non-governmental organisations, working in the
relevant fields are participating in the three-day conference. Besides, national and international
experts, a large number of the thalassaemia-affected children and their parents are participated in the
conference to share their experiences so as to gain and spread awareness on the disease related
issues. Sindh Health Minister Jam Mahtab Dhar inaugurated the conference and vowed in his key
note address to eradicate the disease. He said that the government want to secure the next
generations from the deadly disease. He revealed that the Sindh government would establish 28
thalassaemia centres across the province, where all necessary facilities would be provided to
patients. He further said Sindh Blood Transfusion Authority would provide blood at Thalassaemia
centres. The health minister said that legislation has been made to curb the disease, in this regard
information over the thalassaemia has been made mandatory on the wedding certificate.
Thalassaemia Federation Pakistan (TFP) President Gen (r) Moinuddin Haider said that with collective
efforts we would be enable to eliminate the disease.

RAWALPINDI: The Higher Education Commission (HEC) held a two-day employment skills
workshop at Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi under the USAID-funded merit and need-
based scholarship programme (MNBSP). The event facilitated approximately 70 scholarship
recipients to prepare for job interviews and develop their resumes. Speaking at the event, HEC
Consultant Dr Mahmoodul Hassan Butt said the HEC has played a key role in supporting the national
objective of human development through its research and development programmes, local and
overseas scholarships, and faculty and infrastructure development programmes. He appreciated the
US government’'s support for higher education in Pakistan. “USAID-funded merit and need-based
scholarship programme is one of the most successful and transparent scholarship programmes in
Pakistan,” Dr Butt said, adding that 2,300 higher education MNBSP scholarships have been
distributed thus far on THE BASIS OFmerit. During the workshop, both female and male MNBSP
alumni shared their tips for success with participants. A former MNBSP graduate of the Institute of
Management Sciences, Peshawar, Adil Iftikhar Khattak, offered job search advice via
videoconference from Sydney, Australia, where he now works as an accountant. “I could not have
achieved this success without the scholarship opportunity. | urge all young people to take full
advantage of such prospects, have confidence in themselves, and continue to strive despite any
odds,” Khattak told the workshop participants. USAID launched the merit and need-based
scholarship programme to provide scholarships to highly-talented but financially disadvantaged
students to pursue their education at leading agriculture, medical, business, engineering, and general
universities in Pakistan. Fifty percent of the scholarships are reserved for female students.

KARACHI: The 272nd three-day annual Urs of great Sufi Saint Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai will begin
today In this regard, the organising committee has announced the official events. According to
announcement, the inauguration of the Urs will begin by laying 'chaddar' and floral wreaths and
offering Fateha at the shrine of Saint Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai today. Adviser to Sindh Chief Minister
on Culture and tourism Sharmila will inaugurate the agro-industrial exhibition and cultural village at
Bhitshah. 'Sugharan-ji-Katchery' will be held at Excellence Centre and Malakhra will be organised at
Malkhra Ground in the afternoon. The musical concert 'Latifi Raag' will also be held at Shah Abdul
Latif Bhittai Auditorium. The International Latif Literary Conference will be held tomorrow at
Excellence Centre Bhitshah, which will be presided over by Dr Ghulam Ali Allana while Sajjada
Nasheen Dargha Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, Syed Wagar Hussain Shah will be the chief guest on the
occasion. The Malakhra and musical concert will also be the parts of the second day's events of the
urs celebrations. On November 29, the last day of the urs celebrations, final competitions of Malakhra
will be held while in the evening, award distribution ceremony will be held at the auditorium, which will
be followed by the musical concert. Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai was a noted Sindhi Sufi scholar, mystic,
saint, and poet, widely considered to be greatest Muslim poet of Sindhi language. His collected
poems were assembled in the compilation Shah Jo Risalo, which exists in numerous versions and
has been translated to English, Urdu and other languages. His work has been compared frequently to
great Persian poet Rumi, Sayyed Hossain Nasr, Professor of Islamic Studies at George Washington
University described Shah Latif as a direct emanation of Rumi's spirituality in South Asia. For the last
eight years of his remarkable life, Shah Latif lived at Bhitshah. A few days before his death, he retired
to his cave-shaped room and spent all his time in prayers and fasting, eating very little.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi traffic police has launched a grand operation against vehicles with tinted
glasses. Special squads have been set up to remove tinted glasses from vehicles violating the law.
The violator’s vehicles would also be impounded. Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Shoaib Khurrum Janbaz
said that the campaign has been launched on the directives of Inspector General Police (IGP)
Mushtaq Ahmed Sukhera. The CTO directed all the wardens, beat in-charge, sector in-charge and
DSPs to take strict action against the violators and remove tinted glasses from vehicles without any
distinction. He said no one would be allowed to violate the laws, adding that the campaign will be
made effective and result oriented. The traffic police will also take action against people who over-
speed, wrongly park, violate routes and motorcyclists who drive without helmet, without driving
license, without number plate.

KARACHI: District Municipal Corporation (DMC) East Administrator Rehmanullah Shaikh has
ordered to speed up cleanliness work He inspected cleanliness work in Sachal Goth and installation
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cleanliness drive of lights in Saeed Ahmed Qureshi Park along with DMC East Municipal Commissioner Nadir Khan.

P Shaikh said that on the directive of the Sindh Local Government Secretary Imran Ata Soomro, and
SeRles loe e el Karachi Administrator Sajjad Abbasi, the cleanliness work has speeded up in DMC East. The
garbage is being lifted from the main roads as well as the streets in Sachal Goth. He directed the
officials concerned to complete the repair and renovation work at the earliest at Saeed Ahmed
Qureshi Park. He said that the DMC East is striving for the provision of basic facilities to the people of
the area. He also directed the officials concerned that encroachments be removed from the Coconut
Park.

Focal person appointed LAHORE: The Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO) on Thursday appointed a focal person for
y the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCIl) to overcome the challenges of new
to manage LCCI’s connections, extension of load and over billing. The decision was made by LESCO Chief Executive
electricity Officer Qaiser Zaman while speaking at the LCCI head office. LCCI President Sheikh Muhammad
Daily Times, November 27, 2015 Arshad, Senior Vice President Almas Hyder, former presidents Shahid Hassan Sheikh, Mian
Muzaffar Ali and Farooq lftikhar also spoke on the occasion, where the executive committee
members were also present. The LESCO chief threw light on the issues faced by LESCO. He said
that the shortage of technical staff is one of the main reasons of failure in governance. However, he
added that LESCO Technical Advisor Chaudhry Mohammad Anwar and Customer Service Director
Muhammad Khalid would soon look into the issues of new connections and over billing. Zaman said
that LESCO is making all the efforts to overcome line losses and the situation is getting better with
each passing day, adding that LESCO recoveries are at its peak while latest technology is being
used to control the line losses. He said that LESCO has decided to install 75,000 smart metres that
would help control losses from outer circles and that a cell has been established to monitor the
industrial connections. Speaking on the occasion, the LCCI president conveyed the reservations of
trade and industry to the LESCO chief and urged him to address these issues without any delay. The
LCCI president said that existing 14% line losses should be less than 10% as these line losses are
one of the biggest reasons behind energy crisis. He stressed the need for using latest technology to
control electricity theft. Arshad said that heavy over billing is hampering the trade and economic
activities, leaving the business community in deep trouble as electricity is the basic raw material of
the industrial sector and fluctuation in its prices affects the input cost. LCCI has received a number of
complaints from its members regarding the over billings, as it adds to people’s problems since they
are already suffering due to inflation, he added. He said that the industry should be given priority for
equitable load shedding and it should be ensured in all industrial areas, adding that lack of
coordination from LESCO was also causing undue problems. He said that all the industrial feeders
should be given electricity for at least two shifts at stretch for the sake of industrial processes. Earlier,
a detailed presentation about procedures of getting electricity connection in Pakistan and Korea was
given by LCCI's Research and Development Department. LCCI Senior Vice President Almas Hyder
said that electricity connection is not an easy task as it impacts the investment scenario. He said that
it takes 179 days to get an electricity connection in Pakistan, while in Korea it just takes 18 days. He
also identified the difficulties being faced by the entrepreneurs in getting new electricity connections.

Capital to get local govt ISLAMABAD: The capital is all set to get a local government (LG) system for the first time since its

inception five and a half decades ago, after November 30 elections. The capital remained an
after half a century administrative territory without any body of elected representatives from the grass root level.
LTI N Oyl Ty A Bl Previously, LG elections were held in1993 in the rural areas of Islamabad district. But, the city areas
could not have a district council on THE BASIS OF local government to represent the people in the
area. Masses remained deprived of local level representation for resolution of their problems over the
years. Though, there had been certain civic bodies to meet the needs of the people living in the
capital territory, yet their representation in the ruling community remained specified to MNAs and
senators. The present government broke the ice and took a bold initiative to put in place a local
government system, in a city where bureaucrats rule prevailed over the decades. The capital is all
poised for a system representative of the people as 676,795 registered voters will be provided an
opportunity to exercise their right to vote on November 30 to elect local level representatives in 50
union councils of the Islamabad district. In each union council, voters will elect 13 representatives
including a chairman, a vice chairman, six general members, two women members, one labour
member, one youth member and one non-Muslim member. The chairman and vice chairman in each
union council would form a panel and will be elected collectively by securing votes from each polling
station of the respective union councils. There will be six seats of general members for which each
union council has been divided into six divisions. One member shall be elected from one division.
Similarly, in case of female members, there would be two constituencies in each union council and
one female member each will be elected from one constituency. In case of one each seat for
labourer, youth and non-Muslim members, each contestant shall have to secure vote from across the
union council and all polling stations in their respective constituencies. Eligible voters will elect the
chairmen of the 50 union councils who will further elect 16 other members to take the total to 66.
These 16 members will include nine women members, two each labour members, youth and non-
Muslim members and one technocrat member. The election of these 16 members will be made in the
second phase of LG elections for the capital. In the third phase, mayor and deputy mayor would be
elected to complete the process and put in place the new LG system. Although union council
members other than Chairmen will not be eligible to vote in metropolitan elections, but any elected
member of the union councils will be eligible to contest the elections of mayor and deputy mayor.
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has set the limit of expenditures to Rs 100,000 for chairman
and deputy chairman of the union council and Rs 30,000 for candidates contesting on each general
seat and those reserved for women, non-Muslims and labourers.

Impact of climate, ISLAMABAD: With 526 confirmed cases and one death so far in the federal capital, the dengue fever
h behavi hould outbreak appeared as a greater health threat after major outbreak of the infection in 2011 compelling
uman behaviour shou planners and authorities to plan for developing a foolproof mechanism and achieve a better level of
be studied for dengue preparedness to deal with the infection’s expected outbreak in the coming year that might be far more
. - aggressive.In the face of existing threat of the disease as epidemiologically if there are more cases in

fever control during off the current year more would be the chances of hemorrhagic manifestations in 2016 as the disease is
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season expected to re-appear in the months from August to November.In Islamabad rural, technically
qualified and trained staff successfully monitored the trend of the disease and analyzed data for
taking prompt and timely interventions. It is obvious that the experience of dealing with the outbreak
demands exercising a high level of preparedness in the dengue high transmission season next
year.District Health Officer Islamabad Dr. Muhammad Najeeb Durrani, who is an epidemiologist,
expressed this while talking to ‘The News’ on Thursday in connection with preparatory actions
required during the off season for prevention and control of dengue fever in the year 2016.Gradual
distribution and expansion of dengue fever was seen from lower areas to upper areas of the country
in the decade, from 2003-2013, till it became endemic in Pakistan with periodic outbreaks and has
spread to affect both urban and rural areas and is present in most parts of the country. It has special
relation to temperature, rains, congested population, infected population and human behavior, said
Dr. Durrani.He believes that the measures taken by the Health Department ICT for prevention and
control of dengue fever from August to November this year need to be complemented by the well-
thought off actions on the basis of scientific evidences generated through previous five years data
and experiences for the next appearance of disease in 2016 to sustain efforts and to further improve
disease surveillance, case response through specifically targeting areas where the disease had
struck last year, thereby strengthening early warning and timely epidemiological response and
capacity building.

The News International,
November 27, 2015

Dengue, which is the fastest re-emerging arboviral disease in the world, imposes a heavy economic
and health burden on countries, families and individual patients. In the absence of an effective drug
or vaccine, the only strategic options presently available are effective case management to prevent
death and vector control to reduce viral transmission.Like other health experts, Dr. Durrani said the
best method to reduce transmission of dengue virus is to control vector mosquitoes and protection
against mosquitoes bites.He added that Pakistan is currently facing a burden of diseases on several
fronts, related to the rapid epidemiological transition, demographic transition, economic and socio-
cultural transitions. Country faces a substantial morbidity burden from communicable diseases mainly
from dengue fever, diarrheal diseases and tuberculosis. Most of the risk factors of these diseases are
known although the role of climate change in relation to the increase in trends, occurrence of
outbreaks and increase in incidence in some areas, and not in others, has not been studied so far. In
general, high humidity and temperature are conditions that favor dengue vector’s survival, increasing
the likelihood of transmission that requires an infected traveler in the season. Human behavior plays
an important role in spread and control of dengue. Congested living, presence of solid waste, trash,
and poor water storage practices are the main reasons for poor control, he said.Dengue fever was
reported in this region of the country in September 2003 from Mangla near Jehlum and in Haripur and
in October same year in Soon Valley Khoshab, although it was discovered first in Hub District
Lasbella in Balochistan among factory workers in 1992.Later, two years after its appearance in 2003
it was reported from Kotli, AJK, and after four years in 2007, the dengue fever was reported from
Islamabad and was confirmed. Mass transit or human travel is an important factor in spread and
propagation of the disease to new areas, said Dr. Durrani adding fortunately he investigated all these
outbreaks from the platform of National Institute of Health and WHO by visiting all these
areas.Talking of preventive measures at the moment, he said during the off season in the beginning
of winter, the main action against dengue vectors should be spraying with insecticides, as dengue
vector tries to fly from outside environment to inside rooms in search of relatively warmer places.lt is
time for water treatment of stagnant water ponds and over flowing water in buildings by temephos
granules, container checking and health education to community. In cold weather, the biting and
flying ability of the mosquitoes is diminished to a minimal level, he added.

He said during off season, inspectors from the vector control section of the health departments
should work hard for outdoor surveillance particularly at sites regarded as hot spots like solid waste
dumps, junkyards, grave yards, tire shops, under construction and abandoned buildings, nurseries
etc. on regular basis.He added the field teams must give attention to scrubbing means destroying laid
down eggs that look like as thick black line on the border where water film touches the cistern, water
tank or the water container. This action which is often a neglected is very important measure to
prevent mosquitoes to hatch from the eggs that have been laid in the start of winter season and these
would be ready for the next summer to sprout and become adult mosquitoes to acquire infection by
biting infected people and cause transmission of disease, said Dr. Durrani while responding to a
query.He added solid waste remains a major risk factor and its swift disposal is the main challenging
job for the municipal authorities and the local government departments. Social mobilization and
continued indoor surveillance by Lady Health Workers during off season is a must if we want to avoid
dengue fever outbreak in future, said Dr. Durrani.He said LHWSs should visit each and every house in
their catchment areas on regular basis to check for any breeding site and should mechanically
destroy those besides educating women and children in the community about safe water storage
practices and keeping vigilance in their homes and around where rain water could be collected
leading to mosquitoes breeding.Off season is a good period for capacity building of health care
workers on vector control activities for outreach teams and clinical case management for the hospital
staff. School children are to be educated on regular basis through small and simple topics in the
school about preventive measures against dengue fever, said Dr Durrani.He said it is convenient for
the health departments to initiate procurement process for acquiring WHO prequalified insecticides
that are effective and not toxic to humans. Similarly quality fogging machines and spray pumps are to
be acquired and should be kept in a ready position. Also during the off season, health departments
should arrange for Insecticide Treated Bed Nets (ITNs) for the next season, said Dr. Durrani.

Sindh Healthcare KARACHI: The Sindh Healthcare Commission has come into being to evaluate and monitor

o] performance of both public and private health institutions in the province. Health Minister Jam Mehtab
Commission formed Hussain Dahar has constituted the committee under Section 5(9) of Sindh Health Care Commission
DETVA NGOl LTl AV NSl Act-2013. The minister will chair the committee while health secretary, Sindh Medical University
Karachi vice chancellor, ISRA University vice chancellor, Sindh PMA president/ secretary general,
Private Hospital Association president/secretary general, representative of College of Physicians and
Surgeons from Sindh, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre executive director and representative of
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general practitioners will be its members. The committee will monitor public and private hospitals in
the province. It will further delegate its powers at division and district level. Jam Mehtab has said that
the purpose of Sindh Health Care Commission is to improve health care facilities in the province and
the members of the commission will pay frequent surprise visits to the public and private hospitals to
improve the health care facilities there and will take initiatives against those who are involved in
negligence.

ECP issues polling KARACHI: Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednesday issued polling scheme for the

third phase of local government (LG) elections in Sindh. According to notification, a group of 43,086
scheme for 3rd phase of people including six district returning officers, 60 returning officers and 115 assistant returning officers
LG elections will monitor the electoral process. At least 4,152 polling stations would be formed in Karachi East,
Daily Times, November 26, 2015 West, South, Central, Malir and Korangi, while 14,849 polling booths would be established in this
regard. ECP spokesman hoped that the electoral process in third phases will be concluded in an
effective manner after the completion of first two phases. He said that Election Commission is
committed to conduct transparent and impartial elections, whereas all the candidates will be provided
equal opportunities in the polls. Meanwhile, Sindh Governor Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan said on
Wednesday that the last phase of the local government polls would be completed on December 5, for
the devolution of power to the grassroots level. Talking to the participants of the National Defence
University Islamabad's workshop who called on him at the Governor House, he said that fostering
democratic thinking is essential for the acquisition of fruits of democracy at every level. He was of the
view that changes in the laws are made in accordance with the needs of the time as well as the
prevailing situation. The governor pointed out that some changes have also been made in the local
government laws. These, he added, would not create any impediment in the process of development
at the grassroots level. Dr Ishratul Ebad Khan said that there has been a positive thinking among the
Karachiites and there is no divide on ethnic or any other lines. He said that ongoing operation in the
province would continue without any distinction till the achievement of its objectives. The governor
said that criminals irrespective of their influence would be brought to justice. He dispelled the
impression that there was any relaxation in the operation. Dr Ishratul Ebad said that there has been a
substantial decrease in major crimes in the city such as terrorism, target killings, kidnapping for
ransom and extortion. He pointed out that no new case has been registered for kidnapping for
ransom. There is 80 percent decrease in incidents of terrorism and kidnapping for ransom and 90
percent decline in incidents of extortion. The National Action Plan was devised with the consent of all
the political parties and that the criminals are being arrested under the said plan, he maintained.

EU, Sindh govt launch KARACHI: European Union (EU) delegation to Pakistan, the Sindh government and the Rural

. Support Programme Network (RSPN) launched the European Union funded six-year Sindh Union
poverty reduction Council and Community Economic Strengthening Support (SUCCESS) programme in Karachi on
programme Wednesday. The objective of the programme is to reduce poverty through community-driven
Daily Times, November 26, 2015 development (CDD) based on the proven social mobilisation approach of Rural Support Programmes
(RSPs). The programme will cover eight districts including Tando Muhammad Khan, Sujawal, Matiari,
Tando Allahyar, Larkana, Kambar Shahdadkot, Dadu and Jamshoro. EU Ambassador in Pakistan
Jean-Frangois Cautain, Sindh Additional Deputy Secretary Ajaz Ali Khan, RSPN Chairman Shoaib
Sultan Khan, RSPN Chief Executive Officer Khaleel Ahmed Tetlay, NRSP Chief Executive Officer Dr
Rashid Bajwa, EU officials, representatives of partner organisations, government officials and civil
society representatives attended the ceremony. Speaking on the occasion, Ajaz Ali Khan said, "We
could be able to bring actual change in the society through the said programme." He said that it was
very encouraging that the programme will involve and be led by the women. The Sindh government
was fully committed to the programme and was intended to back it until end, he added. He observed
that one of the fundamental issues in Sindh was to accommodate talented and educated youth into
industry and job market. SUCCESS will also open doors to new opportunities for rural youth who
would be able to work in their home districts, he remarked. Ambassador Jean-Francois Cautain said
the SUCCESS was developed at the request of the Sindh government to extend the geographic
coverage of their Union Council Based Poverty Reduction Programme (UCBPRP) to eight rural
districts of Sindh. "This clearly shows the commitment of the Sindh government to this approach," he
remaked. This programme includes a small component of technical assistance amounting to 1.5
million euros, to be provided to the Sindh government. The technical assistance will assist the Sindh
government in designing a dedicated Sindh policy and budget framework for community-driven local
development, to be implemented from 2018 onwards. The SUCCESS will be focusing heavily on
women as their primary beneficiaries, he stated. In his opening remarks, Shoaib Sultan Khan shared
with the audience that back in 2009, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah listened to the
strategies of RSPs and approved the Union Council Based Poverty Reduction Programme
(UCBPRP) for two most backward districts of the province - Shikarpur and Kashmor. Shoaib said that
the UCBRPR worked only with women and empowered them not only economically, but also on
attaining self-confidence and power of their own potential to improve their status. Shoaib termed it a
fortunate incidence saying that a group of EU delegation led by Brend de Groot visited Interior Sindh
and the delegation was so impressed by the RSPs' mobilisation process, especially empowerment of
women achieved under the UCBPRP. He said a meeting was arranged of EU officials with Sindh CM
and resulted in the formulation of the SUCCESS, which will cover eight districts on the line of
UCBPRP.

SEF decides to enroll KARACHI: Around 100,000 out-of-school children in Sindh would be enrolled at the primary schools

in the province, said a senior official of the Sindh Education Foundation (SEF) on Wednesday. Efforts
100,000 out-of-school are underway to underway to enroll 100,000 out-of-school children in 18 districts of the province by
children the next academic session, which is scheduled to commence from April next year, Mukhtar Ahmed
Daily Times, November 26, 2015 Chandio said. He said that the SEF has invited the submission of expression of interest (EOIs) for the
establishment of new primary schools in Sindh under the phase-VI of Promoting Private Schooling in
Rural Sindh (PPRS) programme. He was of the view that the response of the EOIs has been very
encouraging. He pointed out about 2,000 applications have been received and that these are being
processed which will take about a month's time.
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KARACHI: Senior Minister for Education and Information Nisar Ahmed Khuhro has said that the
government does not believe in violence on teachers, but the teachers are bound to obey the law
adding that table talks are final solution to problems He issued this statement in view of violation on
teachers gathered outside the Karachi Press Club (KPC) for pursuing their demands on Wednesday.
Khuhro said the government will consider to solve their demands. He said that every person has right
to hold protest in the democracy and in democratic way but crossing the limits of red zones is
inappropriate conduct. He said that the government believes in talks. "If teachers present their
legitimate demands, then the government will think to accept their demands," he added.

RAWALPINDI: District government in collaboration with Health Department and other institutions are
taking all preventive measures to control dengue in different areas of the city. Talking to APP, Dr
Muhammad Tahir an official of Health Department, said that measures are being taken to provide
treatment to dengue patients admitted in various hospitals. He said directives have been given to the
Allied Hospital for providing better treatment to the patients coming from different areas to eliminate
dengue. "Twelve patients are admitted in three hospitals including Benazir Bhutto, Holy Family and
District Hospital for diagnosing dengue while seven patients are declared negative," he added. He
informed that the samples of five other patients have been sent for checking dengue virus. A patient
has been declared positive with dengue, adding he is being treated properly. Meanwhile, the
campaign is in full swing in all areas of the district so that people take precautionary measures to
avoid dengue. Banners and posters have been displayed for awareness among the masses to
prevent spread of dengue in the district. Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab, Dr Waseem Akram on
Wednesday urged all departments to continue their efforts for complete elimination of dengue virus
from the province. Addressing a meeting held at the commissioner's office, he said indoor and
outdoor fumigation to be carried out on daily basis to control the virus as dengue mosquitoes are
prevailing into the houses and all precautionary measures should be taken to check spread of
dengue virus. He appreciated the steps taken by all departments concerned for conducting anti-
dengue spray, as the number of dengue patients has decreased in Punjab. Akram said that the
ongoing efforts against dengue would help in controlling the deadly virus, the residents should
cooperate with the staff to eradicate the deadly disease, he added.

ISLAMABAD: The National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) has been ranked at 85
among world's top less-than-50-year-old universities by the QS (UK), according to a press release
issued by the university. The ranking is aimed at recognising the fast-emerging young universities
who have made themselves recognised internationally. It is pertinent to mention here that NUST has
acquired a strong academic reputation in just 24 years of its age. Its core values of quality, merit,
entrepreneurial character, community engagement and sustainable development promotion have
earned it a good name globally. NUST has become the dream of every young aspiring student, the
press release says.

ISLAMABAD: The institution of ombudsman is playing an imperative role in disposing of complaints
as the department has decided over 200,000 complaints during the last two years, Federal
Ombudsman Salman Faruqui said. Talking to APP on the sidelines of a two-day conference of Asian
Ombudsman Association (AOA) being held on November 24-25,Faruqui said that the holding of AOA
in federal capital is a successful event of federal ombudsman as 62 delegates from 17 Asian
countries are participating in the event being held in Pakistan after about 10 years. While giving
background of the AOA, the federal ombudsman maintained that Pakistan and China are the
pioneers of this association and because of the concerted efforts by the two brotherly countries this
association is expanding with every passing year. "We are trying hard that all the Asian countries
where the institution of ombudsman is working should become the member of AOA and with the
grace of Almighty Allah we are very much successful in doing so ", he added. Faruqui thanked the
visiting dignitaries and expressed the confidence that the conference would help understanding each
other's problems and would benefit from each other's experiences. To a question vis-a-vis the
agenda of the conference, Salman Faruqui stated that the basic cause of the conference is to sit
together at a table and ponder how a common person access could be made easy towards
ombudsman court. In addition, he said, what ways and means could be utilised to create further
awareness among masses about this prestigious institution. In Pakistan, 12 ombudsman institutions
are working which are more than any other country including federal ombudsman, tax ombudsman
and banking ombudsman. Faruqui also apprised that all the complaints submitted with the Federal
Ombudsman are mandatory to be decided, in accordance with the law, within a time period of 60
days after which the appeals also have time limitations that are decided in 45 days. The effectiveness
of federal ombudsman decisions are evident from the fact that appeals are filed at a ratio of 36 to
1,000 complaints, he concluded.

LAHORE: The new management of Punjab Institute of Cardiology (PIC) is changing the culture of
the public hospital with new initiatives, up-to-date equipments, public awareness campaigns and
training workshops for employees. It has been observed that the new emergency blocks, civil works
and use of digital machines reduced the waiting queues. According to a senior PIC cardiologist, the
entire emergency block including fall ceiling, paint, grills and barriers have been revamped on
modern style. He said the floors tiles have been installed in Jilani Block, while condition of public
toilets has generally improved by regular inspection and maintenance. The cardiologist said the
management of the hospital paid special emphasis on horticulture upkeep with new plants and
flowers to make the hospital pleasant and patient friendly, adding that a DMS is deputed to monitor
horticulture. In the public awareness campaigns, he said this year the hospital celebrated
Independence Day, World Heart Day and Cleanliness Day besides organising public awareness
walks. “In addition to that, we started the hospital broacher to aware the people about new
developments in the hospital,” he added. He said the measures taken by the hospital have been
approved by College of Physicians and Surgeon Pakistan and PIC is among the first one approved in
such category. He said PIC organised few training workshop including medical ethics and hospital
waste management. Also, it arranged orientation courses for internees and arranged workshops by
international Cardiologist Dr Christopher Wolf from Vienna, Austria on latest techniques in
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interventional cardiology at PIC, he added. He said the hospital further plans to construct 100-bedded
emergency block with the help of donors besides additional 140-bedded indoor facility by
constructing second and third floors over the new emergency block. He shared that replacement of
two angiography machines and installations of one angiography machine would be helpful for the
hospital. Establishment of Prevention Cardiology Centre and end-to-end complete automation
through Pakistan Information Technology Board (PITB) is among the future plans of the hospital, he
shared.

KARACHI: An office of a web TV channel of the Christian community in Karachi’'s Akhter Colony was
destroyed in a mysterious fire, it emerged on Wednesday. The channel, Gawahi, airs religious
programmes.Police said the fire was caused by a short circuit, but the channel’s director told media
that it was an act of sabotage.Mehmoodabad SHO Sarwar Commando told Dawn that the web TV’s
office was located in a residential building, which caught fire on Monday night. The people living in
the building were rescued by fire brigade personnel.He said equipment and other items worth about
Rs2 million and the channel’s two-room office had been destroyed in the fire.The SHO quoted the fire
brigade officials as saying that the short circuit failure was the main cause of the fire because electric
wire had caught fire. Besides, he said, the residents also told police that they had not seen anyone
entering the office.He said police had received an application from the channel’s management on
Tuesday for an inquiry into the incident.Police have decided to get footage of CCTVs installed at a
nearby church to ascertain the possibility of any sabotage.He said the TV management had not
reported to police that they had been receiving threats.Meanwhile, BBC Urdu quoted Gawahi’s
director Sarfraz William as saying that the fire was an act of sabotage. He said chemicals were used
to destroy computers and other equipment as wooden stuff remained safe. It gave rise to his
suspicion that it was an act of arson.Mr William claimed that they had received threats from
suspected militants in the past to close the religious channel.

KARACHI: At least 32,895 learner licences and 10,466 licences have been issued by all three
branches of Karachi Licences Department from November 13 to date, while the number of advance
token for licences has now decreased, said Licence Department DIG Aftab Pathan on Tuesday. Aftab
said there was still need to set up full-fledged branches in rest of the disricts in the city and sub-
branches at town level so that licences could be issued to a large number of people within short span
of time in the metropolis. The DIG informed that 80 percent of visitors were applying for learner
licences, while very low ratio was applying for permanent licences including comercial licences,
renewal of old licences, correction of licences and duplication. He said it was their misfortunate that
only few cities in Pakistan had database system and issued licences as per the traffic rules and
regulations including Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi.”

KARACHI: As a part of its ongoing support to education and good teaching practices, Oxford
University Press (OUP) organised two symposiums for schoolteachers on 'Teaching 21st Century
Skills'. Conducted by OUP authors and trainers from Pakistan and United Kingdom, the objective was
to effectively address the current learning needs of students and the pedagogical challenges faced by
teachers. Around 184 teachers from 23 cities across Pakistan attended the two separate events,
which provided the participants and trainers a valuable platform to share ideas, experiences and best
teaching practices. Productive sessions were held on the existing and new OUP textbook series and
resources developed for pre-primary, primary, secondary and O levels. Interactive discussions
between the trainers and the participants resulted in an exchange of feedback and suggestions on
how to best utilise and build upon the content of textbooks and teaching resources in order to enrich
the teaching and learning experience.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) staff is carrying out fumigation on daily basis to
control dengue virus in the district. According to RCB spokesperson, Cantt board squads in
collaboration with health social welfare, auqaf, agriculture, livestock, education, environment and
railways departments have taken concrete steps to eradicate dengue virus from the district and
achieved high-quality results. The RCB will organise dengue awareness seminars in schools in the
areas of cantonment areas soon for the awareness of students regarding the virus. Health teams of
the cantonment board are fully prepared for anti-dengue campaigns and are conducting door-to-door
service to inform the residents about precautionary measures to wipe out the dengue deadly virus for
a healthy and clean environment.

ISLAMABAD: Due to lack of staff and required equipment, fisheries department of Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) is facing severe problems to effectively control illegal fishing at the Rawal Lake.
Talking to APP, Fisheries Deputy Director Ishtiag Ahmed said that despite lack of staff, his
department has been doing its best to control illegal hunting of fish. The department is regularly
conducting raids to check the illegal activity and during past one month about two hundred nets were
confiscated. He said that out of two boats available for patrolling staff, one had gone out of order and
only one boat is not sufficient to cover the entire Lake. Moreover he said that there is no police check
post near the Lake and whenever some illegal hunters are caught, they escape from the scene
before police arrival. Furthermore, he informed that if someone is caught from the Lake, secretariat
police has to be approached while if some one is caught from outside the Lake around Bani Gala
side, they have to approach BaniGala police. The deputy director also said that due to lack of staff,
patrolling is being done in only two shifts rather than three shifts. He further said as per fisheries
ordinance the staff was authorised to have weapons for their protection but due to lack of sufficient
funds they were not provided the weapons. Similarly in the past, patrolling staff was provided
uniforms, but financial constraints has forced the management to make do without uniforms. About
future plans he said that his department plans to rehabilitate the fish hatchery and build another
hatchery on the upper side of the Lake. He said that his department would seek necessary funds to
overcome staff and equipment shortage in the next fiscal year. He clarified that fish from Rawal Lake
is not being sold in the market as the commodity being sold at stalls near adjoining roads was
brought from local fish markets. On the contrary, anglers opine that illegal fish hunt at Rawal Lake
through nets at the cost of hunters for fun and recreation was still going on. Several visitors at the
Rawal Lake told that visitors who come for fun and recreation have to pay a hefty amount of Rs 200
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for one-day license fee say they hardly can catch any fish as they are caught in the nets of illegal
fishers. Afaq Hussain,a frequent visitor to the Lake told that the fishermen's equipments are
confiscated only when some complaints are lodged but later returned to grab money. He said that a
number of fish stall owners at adjoining roads of the Lake claim to sell their fish hunted from the
Rawal Lake which clearly indicates that the activity was being carried out. Another visitor Adil Malik
criticised the Fisheries Department for what he called unjustified raise in fish hunt permits which a
common man hardly affords.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Mushtag Ahmed said that the
capital administration is all set to ensure free, fair and transparent local government (LG) elections in
the federal capital. He was presiding a meeting for district election commission, which was also
attended by district returning officer (DRO), returning officers (Ros), assistant returning officers
(AROs), assistant commissioners (ACs), district police officials (DPOs), and representatives of the
political parties. He directed all the district officials to ensure strict implementation of code of conduct
issued as per directives of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to hold LG elections in the
capital. He further said that strict legal action to be taken against anyone found violating the code of
conduct and urged the coordinating officials of political parties to strictly follow the code of conduct.

ISLAMABAD: Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday decided to deploy armed forces
personnel and Rangers for the safety and security and peaceful conduct of local government (LG)
elections in the capital on November 30. The decision was made at a meeting chaired by Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Justice (r) Sardar Raza Khan at ECP headquarters. The meeting was
held to review arrangements, logistics, security concerns and printing of ballot papers with regard to
conduct of LG elections in the capital. Members of election commission, interior secretary, |G Police,
Chief Commissioner Islamabad, MD PCP, district returning officer (DRO) Islamabad and senior
officers of the election commission were present. Agreeing to the proposals of the Islamabad
Inspector General of Police (IGP) vis-a-vis deployment of Rangers at each polling station under
Article 218(3) of the Constitution, it is duty of the Election commission to conduct LG elections in
capital in a free, fair and transparent manner by providing level playing field to all the contestants and
political parties. The DRO briefed the ECP about the structure of LG in the capital city, printing of
ballot papers and other arrangements made so far in this regard. The IG Police briefed the
Commission about the security plan while the chief commissioner highlighted the initiatives and
preventive measure taken for the implementation of code of conduct issued as per the directives of
ECP and additional measures adopted for ensuring honest and credible elections in Islamabad. The
election commission praised the steps taken by DRO, IGP and Islamabad administration after
thorough deliberations and considering the proposals of all the participants. The commission, in view
of the proposals, decided to send a requisition for deployment of army personnel at 62 spots which
are considered as highly sensitive and agreed to the security plan presented by the IGP including
deployment of Rangers at each polling station. DRO Islamabad shall decide all the complaints for
change of polling stations by November 26 and no change should be made thereafter. ECP also
decided that the DRO will issue instructions to all the Returning Officers (ROs) to re-check the printed
ballot papers before receiving to avoid any mistakes, missing names and symbols. The DRO has
also been asked to ensure that polling at all 640 polling stations should start on time.

KARACHI: As many as 25,000 housing units worth more than Rs 200 billion are without gas
connections since 2011, following a ban on provision of new gas connections, Daily Times has learnt.
Former premier Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani had imposed a ban on provision of new gas connections
throughout the country except those districts where gas is produced. Initially, the ban was imposed
for a period of two years and it was supposed to be lifted by 2013, however, the federal government
extended it for two more years. The worst affected sector of this ban is construction industry, which
contributes a larger share in the revenues, sources told Daily Times. "The Sindh and the Balochistan
provinces are larger producers of natural gas with at least 69 and 17 percent respectively, however,
denial of gas connections to 25,000 established industrial units is a sheer injustice," said Muhammad
Hanif Gohar, who is the chairman of the Association of Builders and Developers - a platform
representing more than 1,500 builders of the country. "The construction industry in Pakistan is the
largest job provider and thousands of people are rendered jobless as the industry has been ignored
by the authorities," he regretted. The established housing units are deserted as the authorities
concerned were reluctant to ensure provision of gas facility to these housing units since long, he said
adding that the builders have also proposed to construct 500,000 low-cost housing units by 2025.
"The proposals have been submitted with the prime minister, now let us see what decision the federal
government is going to take," the ABAD chairman said. According to Gohar, the overall population in
the metropolis is rapidly increasing and around 70 buildings are without gas connections that reflect
the sincerity of quarters concerned. "The ABAD is sincerely working for the betterment of people and
to make huge investments in Pakistan. We are holding an ABAD expo very soon for which all the six
stalls have been booked from the TDAP," he added. Replying to a question about involvement of
some builders in illegal allotment of land, Gohar said the government does not allot the land to a
builder directly. The builders purchase the land from private person after completing all the legal and
required formalities. And despite this, "ABAD has established a separate complaint cell while focal
persons have also been nominated to deal with different issues, if any, with cantonment boards,
National Accountability Bureau and law enforcement agencies," he concluded.

LAHORE: Advisor to Punjab Chief Minister Khawaja Ahmed Hassaan on Monday accepted the
demands of Parks and Horticultural Authority (PHA) Employees Union (CBA) and gardeners, by
canceling the contractual system of five horticulture schemes of PHA. He announced this while
addressing with the angry PHA employees at the PHA head office. He directed PHA Director General
Mian Shakeel for resolving other issues of the employees as well. Hassaan said that the PHA
authority would not allocate any old park to private contractors. However, he said the PHA employees
should not have any objection to give new horticultural schemes on contracts to private contractors,
which the PHA employees accepted. He lauded the hard work of PHA workers and gardeners for
giving beautiful look to the provincial metropolis. In the previous protest, the PHA workers, especially
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gardeners, threatened to arrange a sit-in in front of the PHA head office and surrounded the PHA
building besides blocking Jail Road. However, the Employees Union Secretary General Hafiz Abraar
announced on Monday that they would not hold sit-in protest after acceptance of their demands by
the Punjab government. He ensured that the PHA workers would try to work with the best of their
abilities. The PHA workers previously held protests in the different areas of the city against the
contractual system for last couple of weeks.

HEC contractual staff ISLAMABAD: HEC's contractual staff for the development projects has been waiting for increment in

. their salaries since 2008. The project directors had got their increments by revising PC-1 of the said
demands pay raise projects. The remaining staff demanded standardised pay packages either by revising PC-1 or by
DL N I RN\l T A Bl implementing the notification issued by Finance Division in this regard. The staff for the development
projects was hired on contract bases. Development projects include overseas scholarship phase-|
and Il, need based scholarships, post-PhD programmes. Around one hundred employees are
working with these projects as contract employees. The project director, project manager, account
manager, assistant and data entry operators are the positions, which are to be filled by these
contractual staff. Most of the works in these important projects are being done by above mentioned
staff. The Finance Division had issued a notification of increment in the pays of contractual staff of up
to 15 percent in 2008, which was implemented by the HEC administration. But, now the
administration is showing reluctance to implement another notification of the same nature, which was
issued by the Finance Division back in 2013 to increase the pay package for contractual staff by up to
20 percent. Whereas, the regular and executive employees are taking benefits of the notification
issued by Finance Division time to time. The said staff had also approached the relevant authorities
within the HEC to implement the decision, but they are allegedly using delaying tactics and the
decision has not been implemented so far. Moreover, the pay slips of said workers clearly indicate
that they have gone without a raise since the last several years.

Talking to the Daily Times, an employ said: "The project directors had got increment in their salaries
by revising the PC-1 of the projects, whereas, the other staff is still working on old salary packages,
which is a clear discrimination in his view." If the PC-1 was being revised then why only the pay of
project directors was enhanced, the employ questioned rhetorically. Another employ, who is also
working in the development project told the Daily Times that the contractual staff possessed all the
relevant qualifications against the posts on which they are working. "The inflation rate is increasing
day by day but we are doing our jobs on the same pay package since many years," he said.
Contractual employees demanded to standardise their pay packages as par the government policy.
They suggested two ways to increase their pay package; first, by revising PC-1 of the project as it
was used in the case of project directors and secondly implementation of the pending 20 percent pay
increment notification of Finance Division. They criticised the monopoly of higher authorities and
briefed the Daily Times that the officers are drawing huge benefits but they never think about the
lower staff and their families, who are suffering since years. They asked the prime minister, who is
the controlling authority of HEC, to take notice of the issue. Daily Times has learnt that there is a
difference of around Rs10,000 between the present pay of the said staff and pay package of
contractual staff in other government departments. The employees are currently working on lump-
sum package without any special allowance. While responding to the issue, the acting HEC executive
director, Ghulam Raza Bhatti expressed his unawareness with the issue and said: "staff members are
like my children and | will look into the matter and take appropriate steps to resolve the matter." The
HEC spokesperson is also not fully updated about the issue and declined to respond on it.

Capital's roads to be lit ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to illuminate the roads of the
- Islamabad with Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) and under the plan initially, 2,000 lights will be installed
with LEDs at the major avenues of the city. This was decided during a meeting held at CDA Headquarters on
ZT AN\ =Ty [T Z AP l0k Bl \Vonday. CDA Chairman Maroof Afzal chaired the meeting while Member Administration and Estate,
Amer Ali Ahmed, Member Engineering Shahid Sohail, Director General Electrical and Maintenance
and officers of the relevant formations were also present during the meeting. Afzal was told that LED
technology is not only cost-effective but will also help light the city in a more artistic manner. The
meeting was further informed that LED lights are more durable and longlasting as compared to
conventional streetlights. He was also informed that initially 2,000 conventional lights installed on
Main Murree Road from Faizabad to Serena Hotel Chowk, Constitutional Avenue, F-6, F-7 and F-8
portion of Nazimuddin Road and Faisal Avenue from Zero point will be replaced with LED lights in
different phases. He was further informed that estimates in this regard are being prepared. The
meeting was also told that replaced conventional lights would be converted into retrofitted LEDs and
would later be installed in the other areas of the city as per requirement. The meeting was informed
that a successful experience of installing retrofitted LEDs has been carried out at Margalla Road.
Chairman CDA, Maroof Afzal directed the formations concerned for immediate preparation of
estimates and completion of codal formalities at the earliest. The replaced conventional lights would
be installed on remaining roads, particularly in the populous areas of the city so that complaints of
streetlights could be addressed, he added. He also said that the authority has taken concrete steps to
revamp the federal capital and all the facilities being provided will be up-graded on modern lines and
latest technologies would be adopted to serve the residents of the city in a better and effective way.

Drop in mercury rises ISLAMABAD: The demand for fish has increased due to severe cold in the twin cities Islambad and
Rawalpindi, the fish lovers are rushing to fish fried shops and markets for their families. The fish is
available of all type at every local market, stalls has also been set-up at different places of Islamabad
LA N Ol A Bl and Rawalpindi to attract the customers, analysts observed. The most common fish in Islamabad is
rohu, mahasher, thela fish, finger fish, salmon, silver and common corp of raw fish. However, the
rates of raw fish including rohu are Rs 250, mahasher Rs 300, silver Rs 240 and salmon Rs 700 per
kilogramme. While the fried fish of rohu is avaible for Rs 500 per Kg, silver Rs 450, salmon Rs 1, 500
and mahasher Rs 650 respectively in the federal capital and Rawalpindi. A fish dealer told that Rawal
Dam and Simly Dam are two major reservoirs of fishing in twin cities for fish lovers. Fried fish seller
Rashid Khan said, "l had been doing this business for the past several years. It is a game of demand
and supply, the demand of fish increases in winter therefore we earn a lot in chilly weather specially

¢

fish demand

National

4% 02015 www.alhasan.com oational
v

Forum




(< CRISS RESPONSE BULLETI

7.1 million people
diabetic in Pakistan
Daily Times, November 24, 2015

Nearly 100 faint from

factory gas leak
Daily Dawn, November 24, 2015

First phase of Islamabad
Expressway to be

completed by 30t
Daily Times, November 23, 2015

CDA allocates Rs 150
million for rehabilitation

of sewerage system
Daily Times, November 23, 2015

National
Journalists
Forum

¢

36

in winter."

ISLAMABAD: Health experts on Monday advised diabetes patients to adopt preventive measures to
avoid serious health hazards including amputation of limbs posed by diabetes, as treatment is
expensive. Experts said that the number of persons suffering from diabetes are increasing rapidly in
country. Polyclinic Executive Director Dr Zahid stressed prevention of diabetes with rigorous lifestyle
intervention or drug therapy. He advised 30-minute daily exercise, at least two-month dietary routine
and early treatment for cholesterol to control blood pressure. He said patients with diabetes are at
very high risk of developing cardiovascular diseases and peripheral vascular diseases and are at
more risk of heart attack and heart failure than normal persons. Dr Zahid was of the view that due to
serious complications, diabetes patients are commonly left with no option but surgery that is
expensive and risky. He stressed the need to adopt healthy lifestyle and preventive measures for
living a healthy and better life. Replying to a query with regard to symptoms of diabetes, he said that
urinating several times, feeling severe thirst, reducing weight and weakness are major symptoms of
this deadly disease. "Taking balanced diet, regular exercise, weight control, regular medication and
proper test of blood glucose level are few essential factors that could help to control diabetes and
avoid complications," he observed. Dr Ahmad Khawaja, a consultant endocrinologist, and in-charge
of diabetic clinic of polyclinic said that diabetes prevention is more important than treatment. He said
diabetic patients should strictly check their lifestyle and dietary habits to avoid serious complications
including limbs amputation. "They need to pay close attention to foot health especially when there is
significantly diminished blood flow and nerve damage (neuropathy),” he added. He said such
complications do not occur very early but with the passage of time could pose serious threat to
patient's life. Diabetes is increasing at an alarming rate in Pakistan. Estimated figures showed that
the number would increase from 7.1 million to 11.4 million, ranking Pakistan 10th in the world by
2030, he added. Twelve percent adults above the age of 25 suffer from this condition, 10 percent of
them have an Impaired Glucose Tolerance (IGT), he further informed. Dr Iftikhar Malik said that every
10 seconds, two people are diagnosed with diabetes, and one person dies of diabetes-related
causes. Malik further said seven million people become victim of diabetes every year around the
globe and 70,000 children contract from type-1 diabetes every year. "Diabetes could badly affect
eyes, brain, heart, kidneys and legs. It is one of the major causes of blindness and kidney failure," he
pointed out.

LAHORE: At least 95 people fainted late on Monday night after they fell victim to ammonia gas leak
from the cold storage of an ice factory near Lunda Phattak, in Badami Bagh area.Sources said that at
least 12 workers were still trapped in the factory and rescue work was continuing when we went to
press.The leak quickly spread to nearby areas of Tauheedabad, Pak Colony and Sabzi Mandi.The
personnel of the Hazmat Unit of Rescue 1122 shifted the affected people to Mayo Hospital, where
the condition of three boys was said to be critical. Seven other children and women were among
those affected.Enraged people held a demonstration, demanding shifting of the factory from the
residential area.

ISLAMABAD: The first phase of the signal-free Islamabad Expressway is near completion as the
work on placing girders on I-8 Interchange, the main component of the project, has commenced.
German road infrastructure expert has been supervising the carpeting of roads, which is being
carried out in line with the international standards to ens ure execution of quality project. Modern
German machinery was also being utilised to carry out the carpeting and other development work.
Chairman Capital Development Authority (CDA), Maroof Afzal accompanied by Member
Administration and Estate, Amer Ali Ahmed, Member Engineering, Shahid Sohail visited the site for
inspection of the ongoing carpeting and development work being carried out round the clock to meet
the deadline. Speaking on the occasion, the chairman said that work on placing the girders has
started, which will be completed soon paving the way for early completion of -8 Interchange. The
carpeting works for the expressway is also in full swing and projects will soon going to be completed
as envisaged before the deadline. The CDA Chairman has directed the engineering wing to complete
work on first phase of the Islamabad Highway expansion project by November 30. A dedicated lane
for signal-free Expressway has been included in the project for the Motorcyclists as a safety measure
to ease the traffic flow. This experiment has been successful in major road infrastructure projects
across the world. The CDA management said that the project is of utmost importance as Islamabad
Highway is considered as the major route for access to the capital city with ever-growing traffic,
adding that expansion of Islamabad. The highway is the dire need of the hour for easing the heavy
traffic flow. Islamabad Highway expansion project would be completed in stipulated time period on
priority to facilitate the travellers. The CDA Chairman has also directed for completion of work on
drainage system and retaining wall along the newly constructed lane. He further directed the
formations concerned for early completion of environmental work on the project to protect and
preserve the beautiful green character and to ensure its proper horticulture development, especially
green belts. The project includes addition of new lane on both sides of Islamabad Highway from Zero
Point to Faizabad (1st Phase) with the construction of interchange at 1-8 junction. An alternative route
has been demarcated for the traffic to facilitate the heavy traffic flow on Islamabad Highway.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has developed a comprehensive plan to
rehabilitate sewerage system of the capital city with its estimated cost envisaged at Rs 150 million.
The decision has been taken to meet the requirement of expanding Islamabad city and there is a dire
need to revamp the sewerage system of the city. According to the plan, sewerage and drainage
system of the city will be rehabilitated in line with increasing needs. Initially CDA has allocated Rs
150 million for revamping of sewerage system of Islamabad that would be further enhanced on
required basis. Reconstruction of sewerage system is part of comprehensive Islamabad up-gradation
and rehabilitation plan that has been executed in the entire city. CDA management has directed the
concerned formations for early completion of procedural requirements and preparation of tendering
documents so that long awaited issues of the city could be addressed on priority. Meanwhile,
Authority has also launched rehabilitation and up-gradation work in G sector and started up-grading
and re-carpeting of major roads and avenues, installation of signboards, maintenance and repair of
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footpaths and fixation of curb stones is also being done in addition to the provision and up-gradation
of all civic facilities and artistic beautification of the sectors. In line with directions of CDA
management, rehabilitation and up-gradation work in sector G-6, G-7 and F-6 is in full boost. CDA
management has reiterated that a consolidated step which has been taken to restore the natural
beauty of the city.

ISLAMABAD: China has made the historic China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) initiative part
of its 13th five-year economic and social development plan for the year 2016-2020. The leaders of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) have approved proposals for the plan at the fifth plenary
session of the 18th Communist Party of China Central Committee held in Beijing, Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan, Sun Weidong informed the Chinese and Pakistani journalists here in a
recent interaction with them. While giving details of the CPEC, he said it is a process rather than just
a project. Developing CPEC needs to be based on scientific research and designed by short, mid and
long-term planning. He stressed that "we need to make persistent efforts based on determination and
diligence, to achieve a sustainable development of CPEC." Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed
the initiatives of the Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) as the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The
initiative is an effort towards economic globalisation, cultural diversity and regional integration, he
added. He further argued that CPEC is a major project for the Belt and Road Initiative and it has
become the focus of the media. It is a vision and an important consensus reached between the
leadership of both the governments with full support of the people. CPEC will strengthen the China-
Pakistan friendship, bringing countries more closer to each other, and will help in building China-
Pakistan community of shared destiny. Ambassador Sun Weidong admired the comprehensive
cooperation framework and identified the major areas of energy, transport infrastructure, industrial
parks and Gwadar Port. "We also expect the fields of CPEC to be expanded for finance, science and
technology, education, poverty alleviation and social development in the near future." CPEC is an
opportunity based on the spirit of openness and win-win cooperation. It focuses entire Pakistan and
brings benefits to the people of China and Pakistan. It is also a combination of multiple
developments, aiming to peace, prosperity and well being of the people in the region and the world at
large. CPEC has made smooth progress. "Recently, we successfully concluded the 5th meeting of
Joint Cooperation Committee on CPEC," he added. In the energy sector, out of the 14 priority
projects, Port Qasim Power Plant, Sahiwal Power Plants, Zonergy Solar Project and many others are
under construction. He said nine projects are reaching the advanced stage of financial closure.
Chinese company will speedup the development of Gwadar Port. All projects will definitely play a
leading role in the construction of the CPEC in the future. This is of special significance against the
background of the global situation. Ambassador Sun said China will continuously encourage Chinese
companies to invest in Pakistan, adding, "We highly appreciate the Pakistani side for giving great
importance to the safety of Chinese personnel and institutes in Pakistan." He expressed the
confidence that Pakistani authorities will continue to take all the necessary measures in this regard.

ISLAMABAD: A number of regular customers in Friday fruit and vegetable bazaar set up near
Pakistan Town at the edge of Islamabad Highway, demanded expansion of its area to facilitate the
ever-increasing number of residents from the adjoining areas. The Friday bazaar is functioning under
the Islamabad district administration and attracts a large number of residents on Fridays who prefer it
due to affordable and controlled prices of vegetables, fish, poultry and fruits. According to customers,
the bazaar and its parking area are not spacious to faciliate huge crowds of customers and long
stream of vehicles which often get stuck in the weekly bustle, causing frequent traffic jams.
Regardless of, its establishment since long, nobody had bothered to construct a concrete floor and
pavement over the muddy ground allocated for the food stalls. Customers opined that the concerned
authorities should take prompt steps for managing the weekly bazaar on Sundays as well to facilitate
a huge number of people from the adjoining areas and housing societies upto Rawat. People also
credited the authorities for the enhanced security measures for the weekly activity. Certain buyers
appeared dissatisfied with the arrangements and muddy ground over which makeshift stalls has been
established. Azra Akbar Hussain, a teacher and resident of PWD colony, remarked that the people
concerned for Friday bazaar should have taken notice of the huge clouds of dust in the bazaar due to
frequent vehicular and pedestrians movement over the muddy ground. Customers were of the view
that, movement in dusty ground is becoming difficult due to air pollution, which also pose serious
health hazards.

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has approved Rs16.750 billion for the land acquisition and
construction of road network to connect the under-construction New Islamabad International Airport
(NIIA) with motorway and the territories including Islamabad and Rawalpindi. The land acquisition
and other related tasks would cost a total of Rs 5.455 billion, the construction of road networks to be
commenced in four phases would cost Rs 11.295 billion. The Executive Committee for National
Economic Council (ECNEC) has recently held a meeting chaired by Finance Minister Ishag Dar has
accorded approval for land acquisition and construction of road network projects for the Airport that is
likely to be operational next year. However, the Chair directed formation of a committee comprising
senior officials from ministry of finance, communication, planning and development to decide about
the mode of financing for Phase-lll that involves construction of main link road to the airport.
According to official sources, more than 85 percent of the work for the new airport has been
completed. Construction work has been carried out to complete terminal building to make the airport
operational as early as possible. The initial cost for the construction of new airport was Rs 31 billion
which surged to Rs 81 billion. "When PML-N came to power in 2013, about 40 percent construction
work of the project had completed earlier, but on the special directives of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, the pace of work was expedited and within two years it has now entered into the final phase,"
he added. He also pointed out that even after completion of 40 percent construction work, no proper
planning was made for the provision of basic facilities like water supply, link roads and electricity.
"The present government has also approved construction of two dams for water supply to the new
international airport in capital territory while a grid station has been set up for power supply,” he
added. According to official source of Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA), around two million
people travelled through the old airport in a year, which would rise to nine million as the new airport
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will begin operations. Two runways had been completed, one of which would be used for emergency
landing. The runway has been constructed according to international standards where biggest
airliners like Air Bus 380 will be able to land. The government is also considering over linking the new
airport with the railway track so that the passengers could have easy access to the airport. Under the
directives of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, a power plant will be installed to ensure regular power
generation for the airport that would cater the needs of 15 million passengers in a year. The PCAA
responsible for execution of state of the art international airport has also decided for provision of
security on complete boundaries by installing perimeter intrusion detection system with regard to the
international standards at airport. For this purpose, a consultant has been engaged to conduct
complete survey of the area measuring 18.4 kilometers and directed to prepare initial report. This will
be the first green field airport of Pakistan will have the facility to cater for the largest commercial
aircraft presently operating worldwide. It will have 15 boarding bridges and will be able to handle
400,000 metric tons of cargo. The government has also ordered the installation of latest baggage
handling system at the airport. It may be mentioned here that the groundbreaking of the project was
performed in April 2007 and it was supposed to be completed within 30 months, initially the cost of
the project was estimated to be Rs 37 billion. Later, PC-I of the project was revised in March 2012 at
a cost of Rs 66 billion. The PCAA had once again revised its expenditures and October 2016 is the
anticipated completion date of the project.

First dengue death LAHORE: The health authorities confirmed on Sunday the first death by dengue in the provincial

- capital about two weeks after a woman succumbed to the disease at the Sir Ganga Ram
confirmed Hospital.Reports said that Fauzia, 31, of Do Moria Pul was first taken to the Nawaz Sharif Yakki Gate
IDETADE NN Ty TR AVA I Hospital from where she was referred to the Mayo Hospital, but doctors refused to admit her. She
was finally shifted to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. The condition of the woman got critical due to delay in
the treatment.“We received the patient with zero-pulse and low blood pressure,” Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital medical superintendent Dr Abdul Basit told Dawn.He said the patient was admitted to the
Medical Unit Il and then shifted to the ICU because of her deteriorating condition.Dr Basit said during
treatment the disease advanced to dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF), a severe form of infection. She
died of DHF complication despite the best possible treatment, he said.An official of the health
department said that seven deaths had been report in 2015 in Punjab. Of them, six occurred in
Rawalpindi.He said at least 4,200 patients had been tested positive for the dengue virus during the
same period in Punjab and most of them (3,200) were reported in Rawalpindi and over 300 in Multan.

Dengue fever outbreak RAWALPINDI: Nearly 3,900 patients have been tested positive for dengue fever at the three

teaching hospitals in town so far that has set a new record as in one year alone, more cases have
sets a new record been tested positive as compared to number of patients confirmed positive in previous nine years,
Geo News, November 23, 2015 from 2006 to 2014.The allied hospitals in town are still receiving 15 to 20 confirmed cases of dengue
fever daily on average despite a significant fall in temperature and the infection has already claimed
13 lives at the three hospitals.Data collected by ‘The News’ reveals that from 2006 to 2008, the total
number of confirmed patients of dengue fever reported at the allied hospitals in town was around
170, while in 2009, less than 30 cases of the infection were reported from the district. It is worth
mentioning here that the first outbreak of dengue fever, though limited in nature, was reported in
2006 in the district.In 2010, the number of confirmed patients of dengue fever registered with the
allied hospitals touched the figure of 400 for the first time, while in 2011 slightly over 800 patients
were reported at the three teaching hospitals including Holy Family Hospital, Benazir Bhutto Hospital
and District Headquarters Hospital.

In 2012, not even sporadic cases of dengue fever were reported from the district that enjoyed
dengue-free status mainly because of efforts made well in time by the concerned government
authorities.However, in 2013 the dengue fever was back with a vengeance and well over 1,100
confirmed cases were registered with the three teaching hospitals in town. In 2014, as many as 1,406
patients were tested positive for dengue fever at the allied hospitals in town and the number this year
has already touched the figure of 3,900.According to a number of health experts, the trend shows
that the dengue fever outbreak has been getting more and more intense with the passage of every
year and if proper preventive measures are not taken well in time, the population in this region of the
country would have to face a more intense and deadly outbreak of the infection in the year to come,
in 2016.1t is worth mentioning here that the allied hospitals have screened nearly 43,000 patients at
their dengue outpatient departments in last three months while over 5,900 patients were admitted to
the hospitals for treatment putting a tremendous burden on the healthcare system in the district.—
Originally published in The News
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ICT 2015 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION 2015

Number of Polling Station

21 26

Number of Voters by Gender

Total Union Counl
Total Wards

Tolal Candidate
Tolal Seats

Total Voters

Total Poling Station

366,899

Type of Candidate | No.of Candidale

309,896
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