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GLACIER DECLARED DENGEROUS IN GILGIT BALTISTAN

W 36 Glacial Lakes in G-B upsdfe

GILGIT: Thirty-six glacial lakes in various valleys of Gilgit-Ballistan have been
declared dangerous, and seven of them pose the most threat to the people, said the
Met Office chief on Tuesday.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) head was on an official visit to G-B,
where flash floods triggered by monsoon rains and melting glaciers have wreaked
havoc on the infrastructure in various valleys, causing losses of billions of rupees.

4 -9 “These lakes carry the risk of outburst,” said PMD Director General Dr Ghulam Rasul,
Chi “and if that happens, it could cause severe damage to lives and properties.”
Ima

He was addressing a workshop titled ‘Disaster awareness and the role of the media’,
which was organised for Gilgit-based journalists by Focus Humanitarian Assistance
- (FOCUS), an international group of agencies for provision of emergency relief.
% : Around two dozen journalists from the print and elecironic media attended the event
| & o - “The Pakistan Meteorological Depariment has declared 36 out of 3,044 glacial lakes
R most dangerous in Karakoram, Himalayan and Hindukush ranges in the northern part

—
- A, = 3 *‘ *-_. of the country.
. = a - s Addressing the inaugural ceremony of early warning system for glacial outburstin
" gl .#t" T Bagrote valley of Gilgit-Baltistan, Dr Ghulam Rasool, the director general of PMD,
4 . s o 3 : said there were more than 7,000 glaciers and 3,044 glacial lakes in Gilgit-Baltistan
> v b A
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and Chitral valleys. "Out of them 36 lakes are vulnerable to outburst,” he added
= L u = . ¥ The ceremony was attended by local elders, environmental experts and government
Lt - k T # —— officials
M.._.— *_'_ = v Dr Ghulam Rasool said that melting of glaciers was increased due to climate change.
As a result, glacial lakes became dangerous for inhabitants of nearby areas, he
. added. He said that an early waming system was also installed in Chitral. He said
that although impacts of extreme climatic changes affected the whole world yet it was
apprehended that the coastal and mountainous areas would be more vulnerable to
random glaciers melting and catastrophic floods in downstream areas.
“Pakistan Metrological Department has initially installed an early warning system in
- Hunza GilgitBaltistan. In the next phase a sub-office of meteorological department will be
BATURA Nagar established in the area so that the local communities can be saved from the effects of
= glacial lakes and glacial lake outburst floods disasters,” said Dr Ghulam Rasool
Speaking on the occasion, former federal minister Nisar Memon said Gilgit-Baltistan
was highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. He said that communities.
needed 10 be aware about taking preventive measures to cope with disasters.
BRALDU The former minister said the early warning system would help the local people to
" save themselves from the disaster of glacial outburst.
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NEWS HEADLINES

October 26 earthquake:
Nawaz assures victims
of pre-winter

rehabilitation
ExpressTribune,November15, 2015

Chitral flood victims ask
govt to honour

promises
The News, November15, 2015

UC official suspended for
not reporting dengue

refusal cases
Daily Times,November15, 2015

Armies help govts
worldwide to tackle terror,

disasters
The News, November15, 2015
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DETAILS

MINGORA: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has assured the victims of the October 26 earthquake
that they would be rehabilitated before the onset of winter.Addressing a gathering in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa’s Swat district on Saturday, the premier said his government was aware that the cold
weather was at hand; therefore, all relevant departments had been directed to ensure the timely
construction of all destroyed and damaged houses.A massive 7.5-magnitude temblor centred in
the Hindu Kush mountain range had left a trail of destruction in Afghanistan and northern Pakistan.
According to the National Disaster Management Authority, around 280 people in Pakistan were
killed during the quake. The casualties in K-P alone were recorded at 232.

PM Nawaz arrived in Swat’s Barikot tehsil on Saturday to distribute compensation cheques among
the victims. He told the people that the first phase of the relief activiies had been
completed.Talking about several development projects in Swat, he announced the construction
and widening of the main road from Chakdara town in Lower Dir district to Kalam in Swat. He said
the quality of the Chakdara-Kalam Road would match that of a motorway.The premier also made
brief remarks in Pashto, which amused the people. In his remarks, he assured the people that the
government was determined to fulfil its responsibilities regarding relief and development in Swat.

He said the people would no longer have to experience gas and electricity shortages, adding that
power load-shedding would be overcome by 2018. “This area would be on the top of the list of
areas that are provided uninterrupted gas supply.”Swat District Coordination Officer Mahmood
Saleem told PM Nawaz that 6,058 of the total 11,255 cheques had been distributed among the
people whose houses were destroyed or damaged because of the quake. He assured him that all
the victims would receive compensation by Tuesday.Nawaz also surveyed several villages that
were worst-hit during the massive quake. He met the victims and comforted them.

He was accompanied by K-P Governor Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan Abbasi and civil and military
officials, who briefed him about relief activities and strategies for rehabilitation.Since October 26,
the premier has made frequent trips to the earthquake-hit regions. Earlier, he had visited K-P’s
Shangla and Dir districts, as well as Bajaur Agency in the tribal belt. Meanwhile, politicians and
people of Malakand division and Swat district have lauded Nawaz’s announcement regarding the
Chakdara-Kalam Road. They said the road would help generate economic activities and bolster
tourism in K-P, especially in Swat Valley.Former provincial minister Wajid Ali Khan from Swat said
construction of the 100km road would enhance connectivity and generate employment
opportunities for hundreds of thousands of people.Attaullah Khan, a resident of Saidu Sharif city in
Swat, said the premier had won the hearts of the people of Swat. “The road’s construction would
help address the problems of the people and businessmen travelling from Chakdara to Kalam, as
well as significantly reduce the distance and save time.”He said traders associated with trout
fishing, furniture, woollen garments, embroidery, handicrafts and hotel industries would largely
benefit from the project.

CHITRAL: The flood-affected dwellers of Muzhgol village in Morkho tehsil on Saturday asked the
authorities to honour their promises about their early rehabilitation.“The life of more than 68
families is in danger as steps have not been taken to rehabilitate them ahead of the harsh winter
which already set in,” a worried elder Dinar Wali told reporters here.Elders including Muhammad
Dinar Khan, Ali Muhammad Khan and others were also present on the occasion.He said Prime
Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister Pervez Khattak had announced Rs1 million
for each flood affectee during the visit to Chitral.

“However, the government gave Rs100,000 to each family affected by the floods, adding that such
amount was not sufficient. “The families still staying in tents as they can’t build houses on such a
meager amount,” he added.They said that the government should allot residential plots to the
victims in Kaghlisht to build their houses as their native village had been devastated by the flood.
“The Opposition Leader in the National Assembly and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) leader
Khursheed Shah handed over a cheque for Rs50 million to the district administration for the
rehabilitation of the earthquake victims but there is no update on it,” Ibrahim Wali complained.

RAWALPINDI: Union Council-19 Secretary Rafahat Kiyani on Saturday was suspended for not
reporting 200 dengue surveillance refusal cases from Satellite Town, Block D. The action was
taken by Local Government and Community Development Additional Secretary Mian Najeeb
Aslam who visited the area. He observed that it was shocking to know that such a large number of
houses were still unchecked in middle of city areas where dengue patients had been reported on
regular basis. He also took notice of not provision of gloves, masks, torches and other necessary
equipment to some team members of surveillance squad. Mian Najeeb Aslam along with male and
female sanitary petrol members visited some houses whose residents had earlier refused to allow
surveillance teams and conducted dengue surveillance in his presence. Larva and adult dengue
mosquitoes were found from a home during surveillance.

As France deploys army to protect Paris public places, in Pakistan successive civilian govts called
out troops to restore law and order, eliminate terrorism and crush rebellions; Pakistani troops were
mobilised within 72 hours to evacuate Oct 8, 2005 earthquake-affected people; at end of WW I,
US, UK airlifted food, fuel to help 2.5m residents of Berlin; In US, military has often been
summoned to support natural disaster relief operations, civil emergencies; in India, armed forces
executed relief, rescue and evacuation assignments under ‘Operation Sea Wave’ in the aftermath
of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and helped Indira Gandhi quell a Sikh rebellion by launching
“Operation Blue Star”; British military assisted civil administration during 2007 floods; between
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1984 and 1988, Japanese Self-Defence Forces assisted civil authorities in 3,100 disaster relief
operations; in China, troops were deployed in the aftermath of the May 12, 2008 earthquake in
Sichuan province; in Indonesia, army searched for survivors, buried dead bodies, provided water,
food, shelter to affected people of Dec 26, 2004 tsunami.

LAHORE: As many as 1,500 additional troops were deployed in and around Paris today to protect
France’s capital in the wake of unprecedented attacks by terrorists started last night.Since 1948
almost every country calls out army to tackle not only terrorist acts and law and order situations but
also national emergencies that arise out of natural disasters such as quakes, floods etc. Even in
cases of major accidents armies are called out world over.

The legal and constitutional involvement of armed forces in such cases is at least as old as June
24, 1948, when after the end of the Second World War, the United States and United Kingdom had
airlifted food and fuel to help 2.5 million residents of Berlin, who were literally made to starve as the
Soviet forces blocked rail, road and water access to the city that was reduced to rubble due to
bombing.Since the early 1990s, military engagement in controlling law and order and conducting
relief activities worldwide has grown significantly because Armies have proved they can provide
unmatched search and rescue capacity, timely logistical support, desired expertise and material
resources needed for infrastructure projects, trained manpower and even security for relief
workers.

Many global defence experts have viewed that most international armies are trained in prevention,
mitigation, preparedness, response (rescue and relief), rehabilitation and reconstruction, though
they are traditionally called in to assist in the response stage of the disaster management cycle for
search, rescue and relief.

We all know how the Pakistani armed forces have been playing their operational and coordination
role in the humanitarian response during numerous devastating floods, deadly earthquakes and
land-sliding incidents, which continue to rock the country since its inception.After the October 8,
2005 earthquake the Pakistani Armed Forces, under a constitutional mandate, were among the
first to respond to the crisis. Troops were mobilised within 72 hours to evacuate people and
distribute immediate life-saving assistance, including rations from the military’s own supplies.Over
600 boats and a range of aircraft, including C-130 planes and helicopters, were used to reach cut-
off parts of the country, helping at least 850,000 people to escape to safety.The Pakistani military
had also set up field hospitals, mobile veterinary teams, and over 100 relief camps, even before
the international community had flown in to mount the largest humanitarian helicopter airlift ever
seen.Moreover, the Pakistani Armed forces have quite often been called in by many civilian
regimes to restore law and order in restive parts of the country, to curb internal terrorism, to crush
armed rebellions, and to ensure security during the country’s elections etc.However, a research
project carried out by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has raised a few questions on role of
foreign militaries in disasters.

The project report had stated: “Foreign military assets have made large contributions to several
recent natural disaster relief operations, yet their use in such operations remains controversial. The
questions asked range from matters of principle-is it appropriate for foreign forces to take part in
humanitarian work?-to more practical considerations such as cost, how effectively foreign military
assets can participate in civilian-led humanitarian operations and how the presence of foreign
military assets affects the ability of civilian humanitarian organisations to act independently and
safely.”This study had provided an overview of the current use of foreign military assets in natural
disaster response, including how and why they are deployed.

It had also analysed the role played by foreign military assets in several major disasters such as
the Mozambique floods of 2000, the Haiti floods of 2004, the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 and
the October 2005 earthquake in Azad Kashmir.In the United States, the military has often been
summoned to support natural disaster relief operations and civil emergencies, although state
governments are responsible for managing these catastrophes.When Hurricane Katrina had struck
the United States on August 29, 2005, the American military was already mobilised for emergency
response. It was the costliest natural disaster hitting America (total property damage was
estimated at US$108 billion in 2005), besides being one of the five deadliest hurricanes in the US
history.At least 1,245 people had perished in severe destruction caused by the storm and
subsequent flooding.

Almost 10,000 US National Guard troops were on the ground in Louisiana and Mississippi to start
rescue and relief operations. Within 12 hours, 9,000 people had been evacuated through the
airport.In 1989, the US Army had played a major role in disaster response when Hurricane Hugo
had caused a $10 billion loss in direct damage to South Carolina, North Carolina, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands.It was also extremely active during the 1989 California earthquake, which had
claimed 63 lives due to collapse of numerous man-made structures.About 12 US federal agencies
(10 civilian and two military) have normally led the responsibility for assisting states in specific
emergency situations. All military response is assigned to the Department of Defence and their
involvement is coordinated by a Federal Coordinating Officer.

Research shows that the 1878 “Posse Comitatus Act” had limited the powers of the federal
government in using the military personnel to enforce domestic policies within the United
States.However, the 1981 Military Cooperation with Civilian Law Enforcement Agencies Act had
allowed the US military to cooperate with its civilian law enforcement agencies in counter-drug
operations, assistance for civil disturbances, special security operations, combating terrorism and
explosive ordnance disposal etc.In September 26, 2006, the then US President George Bush had
urged Congress to consider revising federal laws so that the American armed forces could restore
public order and enforce laws in the aftermath of a natural disaster, terrorist attack or any untoward
incident.Signed into law on October 17, 2006, it had empowered the president to employ the
armed forces to restore public order and enforce the laws of the United States in case of natural
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disasters, epidemics, serious public health emergencies, domestic violence, any insurrection or
terrorist attacks etc.lt is imperative to note that on March 10, 2009, US Army had reacted on its
own in Alabama State in response to a murder spree. The soldiers had assisted in traffic control
and securing the crime scene.ln India, where earthquakes, floods, landslides and cyclones are
quite common, the country’s armed forces had executed the relief, rescue and evacuation
assignments under “Operation Sea Wave” in the aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.The
Indian forces had also extended aid to Sri Lanka and Maldives under “Operation Rainbow” and
“Operation Castor” respectively at the request of their respective governments for assistance.

Claiming to be adequately equipped with the necessary technical competence, manpower and
material resources to undertake rescue and relief operations following natural calamities or man-
made disasters, the Indian armed forces have worked during the cyclones in Bangladesh, the
December 2004 tsunami, the 2005 Kashmir earthquake, the Maharshtra floods of 2005, the
January 2008 fire breakout at a Kolkata market, the Bangalore and Ahmadabad bomb blasts in
July 2008, the 2008 Kosi floods, the 2010 Leh cloud burst, the Sikkim earthquake in 2011, the
2013 Uttarakhand disaster and the 2013 Cyclone Phailin etc, after the civil administration was
found ill equipped for undertaking disaster response activities.

In its August 15, 2014 edition, the “Times of India” had stated: “India’s vulnerability to natural
disasters can be traced to several geophysical and climactic factors that lead to frequent
earthquakes, floods, cyclones and landslides. Recall the earthquakes at Latur, Bhuj or Kashmir,
the Leh mudslide and the Uttrakhand floods. The Kosi floods are the latest tragedy to strike us.
Then there are the man-caused disasters. These include Industrial and biological disasters besides
NBC (Nuclear, Biological, Chemical) hazards. We will have to prepare increasingly and more
robustly to cope with nuclear disasters, even as it becomes an important source of energy for us.”

India’s defence forces have also helped foreign nations cope up with similar tragedies. For
example, they were seen assisting the local authorities during the Cyclone Nargis relief work in
Myanmar, the Chinese earthquake in 2008, the medical emergency in Sri Lanka in 2009 and 2011,
the MH 370 (Malaysian Airlines) disaster in Indian Ocean and the November 2013 Typhoon Haiyan
in Phillipines etc.The secondary role of the Indian armed forces in aid to civil authority is a
constitutional obligation, although as an instrument of last resort.In June 1984, Indian Army had
helped Indira Gandhi quell a Sikh rebellion by launching “Operation Blue Star” in order to establish
control over Amritsar's Golden Temple.The armed forces can be called out to aid the civil
authorities to meet various contingencies such as maintaining law and order, to maintain essential
services, to assist in natural calamities and to help in execution of developmental projects etc.In
2010, India had formed two new army divisions - comprising more than 36,000 men - to defend the
northeastern state of Arunachal Pradesh.

A BBC report of November 2010 had stated: “The remote northeastern state adjoins China which
claims large parts of it. The 56th Division will be based in the nearby state of Nagaland to guard
the eastern flank of Arunachal Pradesh from Chinese attack through Burma. In addition there are
counter-insurgency troops in Assam that can be sent to the Sino-Indian border at short notice. A
total of 1,260 officers and 35,011 soldiers have been assigned to the two new divisions, which are
being especially equipped for mountain warfare. India is also raising a paramilitary force called the
Arunachal Scouts and Sikkim Scouts to help the army protect the Sino-Indian border in the states
of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.”Indian army soldiers have also supervised and led security
duties during the electoral exercises in places like Held Kashmir, where they have frequently been
accused of committing genoicide, rapes, Kkillings, abductions and other brutalities.Indian
paramilitary forces were also deployed in the embattled state of Chhattisgarh during last year's
general elections.The British military had assisted the civil administration during the 2007 floods,
which had brought devastation to thousands of homes. Soldiers, sailors and airmen had
successfully launched the search and rescue operations to airlift dozens of stranded civilians to
safety as raging floodwaters had entered homes and businesses. The Royal Air Force had
protected electrical installations and had saved thousands of lives in series of destructive floods
during the summer of 2007.The UK Environment Agency had reported in 2010 that the scale and
seriousness of the summer 2007 floods were sufficient to classify them as a national disaster,
estimating the damage at about £3.2 billion in 2007 prices. There are many other examples of the
British Armed Forces providing military aid.For example, it was on duty during the Foot and Mouth
outbreak in 2001, the National firefighters’ strikes in 2002 and 2003, the Buncefield fire in 2005, the
2012 Olympic Games, the East Coast Tidal Surge 2013 and the flooding in the South of England in
2014.In United Kingdom, military aid can be sought to support the civil authorities when they have
an urgent need for help to deal with an emergency arising from a natural disaster or a major
incident. Aid is provided on an ‘as available’ basis and cannot be assumed.All military operations
within the UK fall under the generic title of UK Operations (UK Ops), which comprises the Armed
Forces’ response to a wide range of contingencies and emergencies during peace, periods of
tension and crisis and war.

In Japan, armed forces respond to calls for assistance from civilian governors to aid in firefighting,
earthquake disasters, searches for missing persons, rescues, reinforcement of embankments and
levees in the event of flooding.

This role of the Japanese armed forces is governed by Article 83 of the Self-Defence Forces Law
of 1954.Between 1984 and 1988, at the request of prefectural governors, the Japanese Self-
Defense Forces (SDF) had assisted in approximately 3,100 disaster relief operations, involving
about 138,000 personnel, 16,000 vehicles, 5,300 aircraft, and 120 ships and small craft.In recent
past, the Japanese forces have also participated in public works projects and have cooperated in
managing major sports events. They have built new roads, irrigation networks and schools in areas
close to defence bases and have installed soundproofing in homes and public buildings near
airfields.

Following the earthquake-triggered March 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident,
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Defense Minister Kitazawa had ordered the dispatch of 50,000 members of the Japanese Self-
Defense Forces to aid in the relief work.For the interest of our readers, it is due to this particular
accident that Tokyo still experiences spells of load shedding on recurring basis.In China, troops
were deployed in the aftermath of the May 12, 2008 earthquake in Sichuan province.The natural
calamity had killed 69,197 people and had left 18,222 missing. The earthquake had left about 4.8
million people homeless too, though the number could be as high as 11 million.The extent of
financial damage due to this tragedy can be gauged from the fact that in November 2008, the
Chinese government had announced it would spend about US$146.5 billion over the next three
years to rebuild areas ravaged by the quake.The military response to the earthquake was rapid, as
the first Chinese military rescue team had reportedly headed for the disaster area within 14
minutes after the strong earthquake began!

Within a week, China’s armed forces claimed they had reportedly dispatched more than 100,000
soldiers and armed police to help with rescue operations in earthquake-hit areas, dividing their
units into three geographical rescue zones.The Chinese military transport aircraft and helicopters
had made 1,069 flights during the first week of operations, supplemented by 92 military trains and
about 110,000 military vehicles, cranes, rubber boats, portable communication devices, and power
generators.In Indonesia, after the December 26, 2004 tsunami had caused horrendous damages in
the Aceh province, the country’s Army had searched for survivors; it buried dead bodies, and had
provided water, food, and shelter for those affected. The disaster had resulted in death of 130,000
local Acehnese people and displacement of 400,000 others.Prior to the 2004 tsunami, over 15,000
people in Aceh had died during a 30-year conflict with the Army. What had begun as a struggle for
independence in 1976 evolved into a fight for the control over natural resources revenues, though
the Indian Ocean tsunami had pushed both conflicting sides to dispute resolution. A peace deal
was hence signed in Helsinki between the Indonesian government and the rebels on August 15,
2005.The rebels had consequently handed over a quarter of their weapons by September 2005
and the Indonesian military had opted to withdraw 25 percent of troops.Military resources were
also used by Bangladesh after the deadly April 29, 1991 cyclone had killed at least 138,000 people
leaving as many as 10 million homeless, besides causing an estimated $1.5 billion (1991 US
dollars) in damage to private and state properties.The command structure, trained manpower and
capabilities of the Bangladeshi Armed Forces had led the disaster management initiative.lt goes
without saying that while the US Marines had also launched “Operations Sea Angels” to assist the
Bangladeshi forces in post disaster rescue and relief operations, Japan and Pakistan had also
greatly helped controlling the situations.Spontaneous assistance in terms of relief materials had
also followed from India, Kuwait, Oman and Saudi Arabia.

SWAT: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif Saturday visited earthquake affected Barikot area of Swat
and met with the victim families. On the occasion, he was briefed on the relief activities being
carried out in the area. Information Minister Pervez Rashid, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Sardar
Mehtab Khan and PML-N leader Amir Mugam was also present on this occasion. Talking to the
earthquake victims, the prime minister announced construction and upgradation of the Chakdara-
Kalam road. He also announced that the people of Swat would also get gas. The prime minister
also directed Amir Mugam to meet finance minister Ishaq Dar for making the Nawaz Sharif hospital
functional. The prime minister expressed sorrow over the damages in the earthquake and said
that the victims would get the compensation on time so that they could rebuild their houses at
earliest. He appreciated the relief activities carried out by NDMA, PDMA and army in the
earthquake affected areas.

The Prime Minister said he visited the quake-affected areas soon after the calamity and will be
visiting more areas in the days to come. He said the federal government in consultation with the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government worked out the compensation package for the victims soon after
the calamity hit different parts. The Prime Minister said the deadline for payment of compensation
to those whose houses were damaged has been set 24th of this month. He said every possible
assistance to be provided to the affectees. He appreciated the DCO Swat for deciding to complete
the process by Tuesday. PM Nawaz Sharif also distributed cheques among earthquake victims.
The prime minister also condemned terrorists attack in Paris and expressed sympathies with the
victims of the terror attacks. He said that the people of Swat had also suffered at the hand of
terrorists.

LAHORE: Fauji Fertilizer Company Limited, Pakistan’s premium fertilizer brand, has successfully
concluded its relief program for the affectees of the massive earthquake that struck Pakistan on
October 26.The earthquake was measured at 7.5 on Richter scale, which destroyed a total of
103,268 houses with death causalities of rising to 280, while up to 2000 people have been
reported injured.Keeping their trend of playing a positive role in such situation, FFC has once again
stepped up to help out the affected people in those regions. With approaching winter season in
mind, FFC’s relief package for the affectees included, 250 family size tents and 10,000 quilts,
which will cater for 1650 families in the earthquake regions. The relief convoy reached Dir district
on 12th Nov 2015.

Disaster Relief and Rehabilitation of affected people is an essential element of FFC CSR program,
which also features Educational Uplift, Healthcare, Environmental Conservation, Poverty
Alleviation etc.FFC in 2010-11 had taken a similar initiative by constructing 3 model villages for
flood affectees in Rahim Yar Khan and Ghotki districts, which comprised of 207 new houses. FFC
was also at the forefront of Relief and Rehabilitation efforts during other natural calamities in
Pakistan including Tharparkar drought, Awaran Earthquake and IDP crisis.Head of FFC CSR
operations, Brig Munawar Hayat Khan Niazi (Retd) reaffirmed company’s commitment to the relief
and well being of fellow countrymen affected as a result of the October Earthquake.

SHANGLA / CHITRAL / KHAR / TIMERGARA / PESHAWAR: National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) Chairman Major General Asghar Nawaz along with a Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) team visited earthquake affected areas of Torghar, Dassu,
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affectees Shangla and Swat in Malakand Division. This was stated in a press release issued on Friday.

(SOTCEIN TN S EVARERN  According to the document, NDMA chairman was briefed by commissioners and deputy
commissioners of Torghar, Kohistan and Malakand Division regarding relief measures undertaken
by district administrations in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders to address the urgent
needs of affected people.“Asghar was told 44,642 tents, 63,721 blankets, 9,794 plastic mats, food
packages weighing 1,086.03 tonnes, 22,000 tarpaulins, 14 tonnes of bottled water, 49 water
filtration plants, 12 generator sets and 27 tonnes of medicine had been given,” stated the handout.
The statement also mentioned five helicopters were continuously supporting provision of relief on
behalf of NDMA..

Reaching Chitral

The K-P government announced an amount of Rs10 million for those who had been affected by
floods and the earthquake in Khoht, Mastuj sub-division of Chitral on Friday.Khoht village council
chairman Abdul Hameed Khan met Minister for Finance Muzzafar Said and informed him about
hardships faced by the people. He said after the floods, the earthquake accentuated the misery of
people. Said assured full financial assistance would be provided to the people devastated by
natural calamities.

Inadequacy

There are still some areas of Chitral which have not received promised compensation. Muhammad
Jalil from Charun Owir said the administration was indifferent to the plight of the victims. “Most
tents have been levelled due to heavy snowfall and prime minister's promised Rs0.2 million relief
cheques have yet to be paid,” he added. Talking toThe Express Tribune, MPA Sardar Hussain and
Mastuj Additional Assistant Commissioner Muhammad said construction of Charun Owir road in
Chitral begun after protest by locals.

Assessing Bajaur

Bajaur Agency Political Agent Akhunzada Muhammad Yahya told the media 10,000 houses were
destroyed while 30,000 houses were partially damaged in Khar by the recent earthquake. “To
relive the agony of people, 4,269 tents, 4,370 blankets, 4,189 food packages, 1,495 tarpaulin
sheets, 1,431 sheets, 1,000 plastic canes and 1,000 kitchen sets have been distributed among the
earthquake affectees by FDMA,” he said. Yahya added initial survey had already been conducted
and remaining survey is being carried out to assess damages.

Exploitation

Police arrested seven people from Khazang in Chakesar, Shangla who took compensation money
and relief packages from the government and NGOs, pretending to be earthquake affectees.
Under the NDMA act, Besham Additional Assistant Commissioner Javed Igbal instructed the
administration to verify and monitor the procedure of providing relief.After arresting seven people,
Igbal said cheques provided to fraudsters have been blocked. “Two-year imprisonment and a fine
of Rs0.5 million will be imposed on them,” he added.Moreover, relief cheques were distributed
among 271 earthquake victims in Maidan tehsil, Dir at a ceremony held at Red Fort. Timergara
naib nazim Hanifullah, Timergara youth councillor Qazi Hanifullah and other officials distributed
cheques worth Rs0.2 million each.

R ERSVEWCE T G CIIET G Prime  Minister Nawaz Sharif announced the construction of Chakdara-Kalam road while
victims, announces addressing earthquake victims in Swat on Saturday,Express News reported.“We will connect
construction of Chakdara- Chakdara W.Ith' Kalam aqd it will be no less than a mqtorway, thfe premier sald.Fuﬂher, addrgssmg
the quake victims, he said the process of compensation to families who lost their loved ones in the
Kalam road earthquake has been completed.“There has been a delay in compensation for those whose houses
(YT VI NNAEU TG ERAUEIN \were destroyed by the calamity because the damage is far more than we had imagined, but this
process too will be completed by November 24,” Nawaz stated.“Victims who suffered from
complete property damage will receive Rs0.2 million, whereas those whose houses were
destroyed partially will receive Rs0.1 million,” he added. “I have visited quake-affected areas
myself and will continue to do so to review the compensation process,” the prime minister said as
he distributed cheques among earthquake victims in Barikot, Swat.

More Efforts Needed To Rawalpindi:District Coordination Officer (DCO) Sajid Zafar Dal said that efforts for
Eliminate Dengue: DCO eliminating dengue should be strengthened to control on the disease.He said strict action would be
Pak Observer, November1,42015 taken against those showing negligence and carelessness in its spread. He said cold fogging
: should continue without any delay in the cantonment areas.The DCO was addressing a meeting
here on Friday. Advisor to Chief Minister on Dengue Dr Waseem Akram, ADCG Imran Qurashi,
ADC Arif Raheem, EDO Health Dr Rana Arshad, DHO Dr Muhammad Rafiq, EDO agriculture Dr
Shahid Sajjad and the other officials were present on the occasion.Dr Waseem Akram said more
efforts were required to eliminate dengue adding that positive results would come in the next years
as good work has been carried out to eliminate dengue.

: Seventeen days have passed since a devastating earthquake wrecked havoc in
0110 LRI Gl 1o L EE LI PESHAWAR: Seventeen days h d si devastati rthquak ked h [
KP earthquake victims northern parts of the country, the federal government has yet to release funds to compensate the
Dawn News. November13. 2015 affected population of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Briefing media on the post-earthquake situation here on Thursday, special assistant to the chief
minister Mushtaq Ghani said the federal government had yet to release funds for the disaster-hit
people in KP.He said the provincial government had released Rs8.5 billion to the administration in
the earthquake-affected districts for relief activities and compensation for the deceased’s families,
the injured, and house damages.“l hope the federal government will release funds in the next
couple of days,” he said.Ghani said Rs2.5 billion had so far been distributed among disaster
victims and that the authorities had been directed to complete process of compensation by Nov
25.Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had announced in Peshawar on Oct 28 that the federal
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government would pay half of the compensation money in KP.

The government is paying Rs200,000 for fully damaged and Rs100,000 for partially damaged
houses each.In addition, Rs600,000 each is being given to the families of the deceased,
Rs200,000 each for those who suffered disability in the earthquake and Rs100,000 each for the
injured people.The 8.1 earthquake had killed 232 people, injured more than 1,500 people and
damaged 93,000 houses, completely or partially.Ghani said several fraud cases had been detected
as people had made false claims of property damages.He said 1,683 applications of damaged
properties were rejected in Haripur district after verification.The special assistant said bad weather
had caused delay in verification of damaged properties in far-flung areas of the province.He said
relief and assessment teams faced problems to get access to the affected people living in high-
altitude areas.“Severe weather has affected pace of relief activities in mountainous areas,” he said.

About relief operations, Ghani said distribution of relief goods was underway and that 12 small and
heavy helicopters of the army and National Disaster Management Authority were taking part in
humanitarian activities.

The Provincial Disaster Management Authority has dispatched 27,118 tents, 29,424 blankets,
1,750 mattress, 19,000 tarpaulins and 4,511 flour bags to the affected districts.The special
assistant said the Oct 26 earthquake had damaged 562 schools in the province, including 234 in
Upper Dir district, while more than 20,000 houses in Chitral and 17,431 in Shangla had suffered
damages.He said engineers would verify whether damaged buildings were fit for use.

According to the PDMA report, the provincial government has released Rs1.62 billion for Swat
district, where 11,293 houses were damaged in the calamity, while Chitral, the most affected area
in the province with 20,355 damaged houses, received Rs1.55 billion for relief and
compensation.Ghani denied partiality or discrimination in release of funds to districts.He said the
government would require more funds for compensation and relief activities.

HANGU / SHANGLA / PESHAWAR: Another child, a three-year-old girl, living in a tent in Shangla
died of the cold on Thursday. Three other earthquake and weather related deaths were reported
amid announcements from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Government Spokesperson Mushtaq Ghani that
the deadline to complete distribution of aid has been pushed further ahead to November 26.

Speaking at the Civil Secretariat on Thursday, Ghani said the PTI-led government has released
Rs8.5 billion for the districts affected by the October 26 earthquake. He added Rs2.5 billion of this
amount has been distributed while the remaining amount will be distributed by November 26.The
K-P government spokesperson drew attention to a range of challenges regarding the payment of
compensation among the affected population.Ghani said there have been countless delays in the
release of funds promised by the federal government.

“The PML-N government has promised to contribute 50% towards compensation money,” he said.
“We are expecting the federal government to release the money within a few days.”’Meanwhile,
senior members of the coalition government have cast serious doubts on the provincial
government’s ability to tackle relief efforts on its own.Other problems cited by Ghani include fake
claims. “Some people have made false claims to obtain compensation,” he said. “We have
registered FIRs against some people and investigation is under way,” he said. “The cheques are
meant for those who are entitled to it. We cannot forgive anyone who deprives affectees of their
rights.”Earlier, National Disaster Management Authority issued directives to all district management
authorities to verify all compensation.False compensation claims are punishable with imprisonment
of two years, a fine or both under the National Disaster Management Act of 2010, Chapter X, Para
34.

According to Ghani, seven such cases have surfaced in Shangla, four in Swat and two in Tank as
yet.“Moreover, the Haripur DC has cancelled 1,683 applications for compensation,” he said. “It has
also come to my notice that local government representatives from PTI have been issuing
compensation cheques to their own people rather than the affectees.”The spokesperson added,
“Nearly 217 families who lost their loved ones on October 26 have been compensated,” he said.
“The remaining families are facing a few legal complications and their documents are being
verified.”"He added 368 people who were wounded in the earthquake have also been
compensated. Ghani said a large number of houses and schools had been destroyed in hard-to-
reach areas and inclement weather conditions are making it all the more difficult to assess the level
of damage.

Death and disease

A three-year-old girl died of pneumonia in Alpuri, Shangla. An official privy to the development said
the girl was living in a tent and died Thursday morning. Her identity could not be ascertained.“The
DC office might be hiding from reality,” said the official. When contacted, officials of the district
administration denied receiving any information about the incident.In a separate incident, a minor
was killed while three others were injured in a roof collapse incident in Chakesar.

Besham AC Javed Igbal said the deceased was identified as 10-year-old Zahir. “The roof collapsed
due to heavy rain,” he said. “The injured have been identified as Bakht Ferosha, Sultan Zaib and
Shahid Khan.” According to locals, the house had been damaged in the earthquake but the family
had not been provided a tent by the government.A three-year-old minor and his mother reportedly
died when the roof of their house collapsed in Hangu district. Imran told the police his house was
damaged in the earthquake and the roof was reconstructed with the assistance from the
government. However, the roof collapsed once again. As a result, three-year-old son Zeeshan and
his wife died on the spot.

Dengue has infected four more people in Multan, taking the number of affected patients to 387.
The number of dengue patients is rising as more people have been tested positive, doctors said.
Despite the efforts of the Health Department to control the epidemic, dengue larva have been
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recovered from hundreds of places.The Health Department claims to be carrying out appropriate
measures for the prevention of the virus.

ISLAMABAD: During the off-season, the main action against dengue vectors is reportedly fogging
(space spraying) with insecticides, followed in frequency by water treatment of stagnant water
ponds and over flowing water in buildings by temephos granules, container checking and health
education to community.Also visits by inspectors from the vector control section of the health
departments are required to sites that are regarded as hot spots as a regular feature. Solid waste
remains a major risk factor and its swift disposal is the main challenging job for the municipal
authorities and the local government departments.Assistant District Health Officer at Islamabad
Capital Territory Health Department Dr. Najeeb Durrani, who is a member of The Global Outbreak
Alert and Response Network (GOARN), expressed this while talking to ‘The News’ on Wednesday
on what is needed to be done particularly during off season to make twin cities of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi dengue-free in future, in 2016.He said the outbreak in Islamabad has come to an end
and only three confirmed patients of the infection have been undergoing treatment in the federal
capital on Wednesday, at Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences while no case of the infection has
been reported in last two days.

Dengue fever, which is the fastest re-emerging arboviral disease in the world, imposes a heavy
economic and health burden on countries, families and individual patients. In the absence of an
effective drug or vaccine, the only strategic options presently available are case management to
prevent death and vector control to reduce viral transmission, he added.He said large dengue
outbreaks continue to occur every year and the disease is extending to new geographical areas. In
general, high humidity and temperature are conditions that favour mosquito survival, increasing the
likelihood of transmission that requires an infected traveler in the season, he explained.

To a query, he said dengue outbreaks can occur anytime, as long as the mosquitoes are still
active, however, in general, high humidity and temperature play vital role in transmission of the
disease. The best preventive measure for areas infested with Aedes Aegypti mosquito is to
eliminate the mosquitoes’ egg laying sites — called source reduction. Lowering the number of eggs,
larvae and pupae will reduce the number of emerging adult mosquitoes and the transmission of the
disease, he said.He added that in general, the egg laying sites are surfaces of water containers
including drums, pitchers and like items so it is necessary to clear these utensils by scrubbing. He
said a female Aedes mosquito lays 200 to 300 eggs which can survive for months and transform
into larvae and pupae and then into adult mosquitoes on getting suitable temperature and aquatic
conditions even after six months.He suggested that items that collect rainwater or are used to store
water should be covered or properly discarded. The remaining essential containers should be
emptied and cleaned and scrubbed to remove eggs at least once a week. This will avoid the adult
mosquitoes to emerge from the egg, larva or pupa stage. The underground and the overhead
water tanks and water containers should be scrubbed for removing any eggs that might have been
laid by the mosquitoes in the end of dengue fever season before the winter falls. These eggs if not
removed will transform into mosquitoes after hatching in next summer when the weather both
temperature and humidity become favorable, he explained.To a query, he said in fact, the
community participation is the key to dengue prevention. As every household aims to reduce
vector density, the transmission rate will decrease or maybe even stop.

He added adult mosquitoes usually rest indoors in dark areas (closets, under beds, behind
curtains). Here it is protected from wind, rain and most predators, which increases its life
expectancy and the probability that it will live long enough to pick up a virus from one person and
pass it on to the next, he said.

Dr. Durrani is of the view that since the temperature sensitive mosquitoes are at this point in time
are moving indoors in search of warmer places to stay protected and maintain their ability to move
and fly; this is high time that the community should know to kill these indoor mosquitoes with
insecticide residual spray and secondly the windows and door screens are advised to be installed
at the entry points of every house.

He said that mosquito nets or insecticide-treated nets should be stock piled by the health
departments and the National Malaria Control Programme in ample amount for the next dengue
season that may start in August and ends in the month of November. Household insecticides
aerosols, mosquito coils or other insecticide vaporizers may reduce biting activity, he
said.Individuals must clear indoor hot spots including flower vases and saucers, water storage tank
including domestic drinking water, bathroom etc, plastic containers and bottles while outdoor hot
spots including discarded bottles and tins, discarded tyres, artificial containers, tree holes,
potholes, construction sites, drums for collecting rainwater, shells, husks, pods from trees and leaf
axils of various plants are needed to be removed or cleared from eggs, concluded Dr. Durrani.

KARACHI: You can now avoid any possible disasters or mishaps such as earthquakes or
robberies and let your dear ones know about your vulnerability as two assistant professors of the
Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology (Fuuast) have come up with a new
mobile application, named ‘Disaster Management Mobile Application’.The launching ceremony of
the application was held at the varsity’s Abdul Qadeer Khan Auditorium on Wednesday. The
application is available on the Android operating system. Bahria Town has funded the venture.“We
came up with the idea when we saw that how mobile applications have been successful in
shopping, health and education sectors,” said Kamran Ahsan, an assistant professor at the
computer science department of the university. He, along with his colleague, Farhan Shafiq, is the
brains behind the project.

“This application will have 10 options about emergency situations and, after downloading the
application, the user can save options on his own for earthquake, heart attack or robbery,” said
Ahsan, while giving a presentation on the application.Explaining the mobile app, he said that after
downloading and setting the situations, this application will be open 24 hours and, whenever the
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user is in any kind of problem, he can use the code words that he has set. For example, bhai mat
karo [brother, don't], mere ghar se jao [leave my home] can be used for any pre-defined situation
that he has already set on the app. After speaking the code words aloud twice, the application will
send an alert message and call to the numbers saved in the application to inform them that the
user is in a vulnerable situation. He compared his new application with the American Red Cross’
Earthquake application and said that if the people of Karachi will use this app, it will be considered
successful.

Hardships

He pointed out that due to lack of latest computers, the researchers faced problems. “The work,
which can be done in one month, was done in six months because the computers were old,” he
said. He also requested the cellular companies to provide this application to their users for free.

Memorandum of Understanding

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has also been signed between the Fuuast and Bahria
Town. Under this, Bahria Town will fund further research work done by the university by using
mobile technology. “Bahria Town will fund a new Disaster Management Research Centre inside
the university that will soon be functional,” announced Zain Malik, the vice-chief executive at Bahria
Town.During his speech, Malik said that his organisation is interested in working in Pakistan. He
also handed a cheque of Rs1 million to the staff of the university for the new research
centre.Speaking on the occasion, the vice-chancellor of Fuuast, Prof Dr Suleiman D Muhammad,
praised the efforts of his faculty. “We have to make our national institutions strong, because the
nation can only become strong if the institutions are strong,” he said. He also announced a
donation of Rs1 million for the computer science department from the university’s end.

LAHORE - The deadliest building collapse in Lahore’s Sundar Industrial Estate has forced the
provincial hierarchy to think about the establishment of a separate “disaster management force” in
the Punjab province. A senior government official yesterday disclosed to The Nation that “a
proposal is under serious consideration” to develop a well-trained disaster response force to deal
with major tragedies in future.

The move comes just one week after a four-storey factory collapsed in the Sundar Industrial
Estate. At least 45 workers, mostly teenage boys, were killed and 103 pulled alive out of the rubble
as hundreds of rescuers took seven days to complete the operation.The idea under-consideration
suggests that the Punjab province was poorly prepared to deal with calamities, and experts say
“authorities must learn lessons from the Sundar building collapse” by developing a mechanism for
better response in the future. “The personnel of DRF would be given proper training in disaster
management,” said the official who is familiar with the development. “They will quickly respond to
disasters in any district of the Punjab province”.Sources in the Punjab Emergency Service claimed
that the new force would work as a wing of the Rescue-1122 with its headquarters in Lahore. “The
government in principle has agreed to allocate billions of rupees for the establishment of disaster
response force,” an official said requesting anonymity. The project is aimed at ending dependence
on other national institutions like Pakistan Army in cases of major tragedies, he said.“The federal
government also wants to build separate force for disaster management to enable the provinces
deal with tragedies independently”. The top officials are directed to speed up working for the first-
ever disaster response force, a day after military commanders urged the civilian leaders to improve
governance.

Another official said that the initiative had been discussed in different parleys last week but the final
approval would be given by the Punjab Chief Minister.According to insiders, the provincial
government has noted in its observations that the Punjab emergency service (Rescue-1122) lacks
the capability to deal with major tragedies. The rescue staff has no proper training in disaster
management particularly in cases of major tragedies. “The provincial emergency service should be
build up to dealt with major calamities. They need more equipment and more
machinery”. However, the Punjab Emergency Service officials state that they successfully
completed the largest-ever rescue operation at the site.“Rescue workers pulled 103 survivors out
of the rubble apart from 45 bodies. The operation continued for more than 131 hours (about seven
days),” an official insisted and requested his name not to be mentioned. The official also explained
that the “Urban Search and Rescue” teams” took part in the search and rescue operations as
rescue workers from 15 other districts of the Punjab province were called in to join rescue efforts in
the suburb of Lahore. The rescue workers were later joined by hundreds of Army men, civil
defence officials, volunteers, and district administration officials.The lack of coordination between
government departments multiplied the miseries of the poor who had to sit on greenbelts and
footpaths for several days to get information about their loved ones. No government official was
available outside the collapsed factory to comfort or take care of victims family members. Some
charity workers were seen distributing food and water bottles among relative of the victims, who
were sitting on footpaths in cold weather. Those officials who were working on the site had no
information about the exact number of victims.Rescuers were seen drilling concrete slabs and
cutting steel-pipes to make a way to reach victims. They were removing heavy slabs of concrete
with the help of cranes.

The “search and rescue operations” took seven days to compete because, authorities believe, the
building was located on a four-canal piece of land that flattened.Following the building collapse,
Lahore Commissioner Abdullah Khan Sunbal stated that at least five heavy-cranes were sent to
the site to remove the rubble. “Our first priority is to save the live of those trapped inside. The
operation is underway and rescue teams are working very slowly and carefully.” Rescue workers
said they moved slowly since they had to follow the standard operating procedure when the
operations were underway. “The rescuers tried to save maximum lives so seven-day time period
doesn’t matter”.
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GILGIT: An environment act will be passed in the next session of the Gilgit-Baltistan Legislative
Assembly to ensure that work on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project does not have a
negative impact on the region. This was said by G-B Parliamentary Secretary for Law Aurangzeb
Khan on Monday at a press conference in Gilgit. “We will pass the act to ensure the environment
remains unaffected during the massive construction expected for CPEC,” said Aurangzeb. “This is
one of the four acts we presented in the assembly recently and hopefully the house will pass it in
the next session.”"Mega construction is envisaged for the economic corridor that aims to connect
Gwadar Port, in the southwest of Pakistan, with China.Aurangzeb also spoke about the
recommended increase in the salaries of lawmakers, saying the demanded increase is less than
what their counterparts in the rest of the countries were enjoying.

Road schemes

Also present on the occasion, Minister for Works Dr Muhammad Igbal said various development
schemes have been deleted from the annual plan only because they were not based on merit. He
said the schemes were included in the plan by the previous government just days before their term
completed. “Those schemes were included just to drag us into a complex situation and defame us,”
said Igbal. He was referring to a scheme for a road for which an amount of Rs7 million were
allocated. “With that amount we couldn’t have completed some kilometres let alone construct a
100-kilometre-long route.”He added their government had achieved nearly 80 to 90% success in
their 100-day target as work on roads and bridges had been completed.“At least four megawatts of
power was included in the existing power generation capacity which should help overcome an
acute power crisis during winter,” said senior minister Akbar Taban during the press conference.
“The government faced disasters twice [earthquake and floods] but all out efforts were made to
alleviate the sufferings of the people.”

PESHAWAR: Sixty-year-old Mohammad Hakim, a resident of Shamshi Khan, Lower Dir, was
happy after receiving Rs200,000 from the government to rebuild his home damaged in the recent
earthquake, but soon he realised that the amount was too little for the job.“With this amount | can’t
remove even the debris of my home,” said Mr Hakim, whose six-room mud house caved in
when the earthquake shook Pakistan, Afghanistan and India on Oct 26.“Can the government
provide us a plan or design to build a single room with this amount? | can either use mud and
stone to rebuild my home or borrow money to construct a quake-proof structure,” he said.

According to the Provincial Disaster Management Authority, the quake had damaged or destroyed
92,816 houses in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has announced that the
federal and KP governments would jointly give Rs 200,000 for rebuilding a destroyed home and
Rs100,000 for a partially damaged one.“Keeping in view the cost of construction material and
labour, the compensation being paid for building a house is like throwing a pinch of salt into the
ocean,” said Wali Yousafzai, a civil engineer. The government should be realistic because even
repair of a damaged home was not possible in this amount, he added.

“You have to remove the entire structure if a building is damaged partially,” he said, advising the
government to first carry out a survey of affected buildings before paying compensation.After the
2005 earthquake, the government had paid Rs 200,000 for reconstruction of a home when the US
dollar was worth about Rs65, but now the greenback fetches Rs106.Mr Hakim is thinking about
constructing an earthquake-proof structure, but he doesn’t have know-how about it.

Experts believe that the government has preferred old-fashioned steps, instead of taking disaster
risk management measures, including adopting new building codes and constructing quake-proof
houses.“Before paying the compensation the government should have bound the affected people
to follow building codes in reconstruction of their houses,” said Mushtag Ahmad Jan, Director of the
Centre for Disaster Preparedness and Management, University of Peshawar.He said the building
codes for seismic areas, 2007, and the National Disaster Risk Reduction Policy, 2013, had been
framed in order to reduce losses of life and property.“Ultimately people residing in seismic zones
will have to adopt building codes and construct quake-proof houses,” he said, “In the post-quake
scenario life in mud houses in seismic zones is like staying in a graveyard.”Pakistan is prone to
multiple natural disasters because of its geophysical conditions and climatic changes. Kashmir,
Gilgit, Chitral, Dir and Quetta lie in a very high hazard zone, Balakot, Saidu Sharif and Malakand in
high hazard, while Peshawar and its surrounding areas, Kohat and parts of the tribal areas are in a
moderate zone.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department has recorded 132 earthquakes from Sept 30 to Oct
30.After the 2005 earthquake, the federal government had worked out a strategy for disaster risk
reduction.Disaster management authorities were set up at the federal and provincial levels. The
federal government, in consultation with the provinces, had prepared building codes for seismic
areas in 2007.The building codes had provided all methods for constructing earthquake-proof low-
cost houses, but the codes and bylaws are hardly followed both in public and private sectors.The
government had established the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority, which
apart from other activities was mandated to ensure implementation of building codes in private and
government sectors.The authority had worked out a mechanism for payment of compensation so
as to force people to rebuild their homes according to the building codes. “The authority properly
checked construction of houses and made payment in three installments to ensure that building
codes are followed,” said Nisar Ahmad, a resident of Mansehra.“People will have to build a
structure which can withstand an earthquake of nine magnitude keeping in view seismic activities
in our region, especially in Chitral district,” suggested Mushtaq Ahmad Jan.Despite the fact that
Pakistan is prone to natural calamities, the government agencies have failed to ensure
implementation of building codes and guidelines. Bylaws are ignored in construction of high rises
buildings and even in construction of schools and houses.The recent earthquake had damaged
about 500 schools. But Works and Services Department’'s secretary Asif Khan claimed that
building codes designed by the University of Engineering and Technology, Peshawar, were
followed in construction of buildings and as a result of that public sector buildings largely remained
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safe in the last month’s high-intensity tremor.

LAHORE - An earthquake measuring 3.4 at the Richter Scale jolted Lahore and Sheikhupura on
early Wednesday morning.According to Pakistan Meteorological Department, the earthquake was
felt in Lahore and Sheikhupura at 3:48am on Wednesday. The epicenter of the quake was 50
kilometre west of Lahore at the depth of 30 kilometres.

The tremor spread panic among the residents who came out of their homes. No loss of life or
damage to property was reported till filing of this report.

BUMBURATE: Some people in Pakistan’s northwest are blaming the Kalash for a powerful
earthquake that flattened entire villages in October, claiming their immoral ways provoked Allah’s
wrath, in the latest attack on a diminishing tribe fighting to keep its identity alive.Residents of
Chitral district are still reeling from the 7.5 magnitude quake, which ripped through Afghanistan and
Pakistan killing more than 390 people and levelling thousands of homes.

It came just three months after floods also devastated Chitral, leaving thousands of families
camping in the open as winter approaches.Chitral’s verdant, plunging valleys have long attracted
tourists for their natural beauty and their brush with legend as the home of the ancient, polytheistic
Kalash, many of whom are fair with light-coloured eyes.Pakistan’s smallest religious minority, they
speak their own language and celebrate their gods through music, dance — and alcohol, which
they brew themselves for rituals and consumption, but many Muslims in the region feel Allah,
angered by such un-Islamic practises, has smited the region with natural disasters.

“People are saying that the earthquake came because of the Kalash,” says student Shira Bibi, who
spoke to AFP in the village of Brun, nestled in the Bumburate area of the valleys.Shira’s direct
gaze and confident, melodic way of speaking are typical of Kalash women but distinctive in
conservative, patriarchal Pakistan.

Her face is uncovered and her clothing, a deep black, is intricately embroidered across the
shoulders, as is the wide belt slung across her waist. Her long, dark hair is braided beneath a
beaded headpiece — in the traditional Kalash style.Shira, who studies at a college in Chitral town
some 100 kilometres (60 miles) away, came back to Brun after the quake.

“An old man in Chitral town said ‘Look, daughter, don’t walk around like that, don't you see
earthquakes are striking, floods are coming, because of you?” Shira said.“l was wearing Kalash
dress when he said this. People keep saying things like that.”Academics have speculated the
Kalash might be descended from the ancient Middle East or even from soldiers of Alexander the
Great’'s army, which conquered the area in the fourth century BC.Centuries ago they ruled Chitral
but now they are a minority in the valleys, with their population reduced to just a third of the 12,000
residents, according to the Kalash Peoples Development Network (KPDN), a local
organisation.KPDN chair Luke Rehmat said the Kalash are being subjected to “institutional
conversion”.“The Kalash people are being discouraged in society and told to get rid of their religion
in a systematic way,” he said.Until this year, Kalash was not recognised as a religion under the
National Database and Registration Authority, and Rehmat says that in schools Kalash are given
no alternative to Islamic studies.“In other parts of Pakistan non-Muslims have ethics as a subject in
lieu of Islamic studies, but here the students have no choice. Ultimately when they grow up, they
don’t have knowledge of their own Kalash culture and traditions, religions. And they are turning to
other sides.”Diana Bibi, who lives in Brun, has an elder sister who converted to Islam and married
in Peshawar. Now her sibling wears a nigab even when visiting her parents in Kalash, and refuses
to attend the family’s religious ceremonies.“It's a big problem.” Diana said.

Suffering for Kalash sins

Osama Ahmad Warraich, Chitral deputy commissioner, denies any Kalash are being forced to
become convert to Islam.“They are basically poor people belonging to a low income group and
people from other parts of the country give them money to convert,” he tells AFP — in particular,
“rich Muslims who want to marry Kalash girls”.He also says the government is carrying out a
number of local projects to help preserve Kalash culture, including donating land for a graveyard
and recognising their economic potential.“We are trying to revive tourism in the region by
preserving the Kalash culture as it's the best tourist attraction in the country,” he says.Zafar, a
Kalash who goes by only one name, said not everyone in the valleys blame his tribe for the
disasters.“The trend of discouraging Kalash people from practising their faith is very old and |
would not blame all Muslims for it, neither do all the Muslims here see the Kalash as being behind
all the doom and destruction,” he said.However villager Nazai Gai said locals will not stop blaming
his fellow Kalash for the disasters.

MINGORA: The earthquake-affected people are facing difficulties with the start of snowfall and
rain, which have lowered the mercury in Malakand division.The downpour started in the lower parts
of the Swat district while the upper parts received snowfall that lowered the temperature.Tourist
spots, including Kalam, Malam Jabba, Miandam, Osho, Gabral and Marghuzar received a heavy
snowfall. The affected people whose houses collapsed in the earthquake were facing serious
problems.

BATTAGRAM: The rain and snowfall, which started on Monday, added to the miseries of the
earthquake-affected people who complained that the damage assessment survey was yet to be
completed.

The children in the affected areas are prone to diseases with the start of severe cold in these
mountainous areas. Several of the affected families have not received any assistance since the
earthquake struck the country on October 26. BISHAM: The rain and snowfall, which started on
Monday, is hampering relief activities in the district. The upper parts of Shangla district, including
Olandar, Spin Ghar, Shangla Top, Kafar Banda received a heavy snowfall. The affected people
who have been provided tents would face severe problems due to the sudden dip in temperature.
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Disaster management LAHORE: Man-made disasters, such as the recent collapse of the factory in Lahore, the Baldia
[N VWMoVl -l g kORVIOE BB Town factory tragedy in Karachi in 2012, the murders of thousands of people by criminal mafias
and terrorists, and numerous avoidable fatal air crashes and road accidents can be prevented if
the state performs its role in accordance with laws and regulations. The rescue operation after the
Lahore factory collapse was a comparatively better effort when we take into account some botched
rescue operations of the past, but this was a disaster that could have been prevented had various
departments performed their designated roles instead of becoming partners in criminal negligence
and feeding into the greed of factory owners. Mere investigations, the formation of committees and
the suspension of officials will not deter the corrupt bureaucracy from criminal negligence unless
exemplary punishments are given. It is for the provincial and federal governments to prove whether
they are there to serve and protect the public or to serve traders, contractors and the real estate
mafia.

What purpose does the Punjab Industrial Estate Office in Sundar, located within yards of this illegal
factory, serve other than being reduced to another job-providing organisation for cronies and
retired officers? Why should elected ministers, MNAs and MPAs intervene in the work of regulatory
agencies? How can the Sindh police justify its inaction in not arresting those responsible for the
Baldia Town factory fire? Why should law enforcement agencies seek permission from the elected
executive to arrest individuals who have committed crimes? Can the Earthquake Reconstruction
and Rehabilitation Authority justify its existence with an overstaffed administration of over 600
employees costing the exchequer Rs1.5 billion annually, having funds to buy 443 expensive SUVs
and cars for their executives, without money to procure equipment to handle rescue operations?
While it may not be the job of the state to do business, it is its responsibility to regulate all
commercial activity to ensure that companies and traders do not resort to unfair practices, and
compromise safety of life and property of citizens. The right of traders to make profits cannot be at
the expense of endangering the lives of citizens. Emergency response and rescue operation is a
specialised field and those in government who appoint blue-eyed individuals lacking requisite
qualifications and expertise cannot absolve themselves of their responsibilities and failures.

‘Quake was Allah’s wrath BUMBURATE (AFP): Conservative Muslims are blaming the animist Kalash for a powerful
for Kalash people’s earthquake that flattened entire villages in October, claiming their immoral ways provoked Allah’s

immoral ways’
Chitraltoday,November10, 2015

wrath, in the latest attack on a diminishing tribe fighting to keep its identity alive.Residents of
Chitral district are still reeling from the 7.5 magnitude quake, which ripped through Afghanistan and
Pakistan killing more than 390 people and levelling thousands of homes.It came just three months
after floods also devastated Chitral, leaving thousands of families camping in the open as winter
approaches.

Chitral's verdant, plunging valleys have long attracted tourists for their natural beauty and their
brush with legend as the home of the ancient, polytheistic Kalash, many of whom are fair with light-
coloured eyes.

Pakistan’s smallest religious minority, they speak their own language and celebrate through music,
dance and alcohol, which they brew themselves for rituals and consumption, but many Muslims in
the region feel Allah, angered by such un-Islamic practises, has smited the region with natural
disasters.

People are saying that the earthquake came because of the Kalash,” says student Shira Bibi, who
spoke to AFP in the village of Brun, nestled in the Bumburate area of the valleys.
Shira’s direct gaze and confident, melodic way of speaking are typical of Kalash women but
distinctive in conservative, patriarchal Pakistan.Her face is uncovered and her clothing, a deep
black, is intricately embroidered across the shoulders, as is the wide belt slung across her waist.
Her long, dark hair is braided beneath a beaded headpiece — in the traditional Kalash style.
Shira, who studies at a college in Chitral town some 100 kilometres (60 miles) away, came back to
Brun after the quake.“An old man in Chitral town said ‘Look, daughter, don’t walk around like that,
don’t you see earthquakes are striking, floods are coming, because of you?” Shira said.“l was
wearing Kalash dress when he said this. People keep saying things like that.Academics have
speculated the Kalash might be descended from the ancient Middle East or even from soldiers of
Alexander the Great's army, which conquered the area in the fourth century BC.Centuries ago they
ruled Chitral but now they are a minority in the valleys, with their population reduced to just a third
of the 12,000 residents, according to the Kalash Peoples Development Network (KPDN), a local
organisationKPDN chair Luke Rehmat said the Kalash are being subjected to ‘“institutional
conversion”.“The Kalash people are being discouraged in society and told to get rid of their religion
in a systematic way,” he said.Until this year, Kalash was not recognised as a religion under the
National Database and Registration Authority, and Rehmat says that in schools Kalash are given
no alternative to Islamic studies.“In other parts of Pakistan non-Muslims have ethics as a subject in
lieu of Islamic studies, but here the students have no choice.

Teachers in Kalash tell the students that Islam is a “superior religion”, he said, branding it
brainwashing”.“Ultimately when they grow up, they don’t have knowledge of their own Kalash
culture and traditions, religions. And they are turning to other sides.”Up to 100 Kalash have
converted to Islam in the past few years, according to Rehmat, sometimes causing a strange
family dynamic.Diana Bibi, who lives in Brun, has an elder sister who converted to Islam and
married in Peshawar. Now her sibling wears a nigab even when visiting her parents in Kalash, and
refuses to attend the family’s religious ceremonies.It’s a big problem.” Diana said.sked if she might
also convert, Diana giggles: “Yes! | will go to heaven and have 70 virgins."Osama Ahmad
Warraich, Chitral deputy commissioner, denies any Kalash are being forced to become
Muslim.“They are basically poor people belonging to a low income group and people from other
parts of the country give them money to convert,” he tells AFP — in particular, “rich Muslims who
want to marry Kalash girls”. He also says the government is carrying out a number of local projects
to help preserve Kalash culture, including donating land for a graveyard and recognising their
economic potential.“We are trying to revive tourism in the region by preserving the Kalash culture
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as it's the best tourist attraction in the country,” he says.Zafar, a Kalash who goes by only one
name, said not all Muslims in the valleys blame his tribe for the disasters.“The trend of
discouraging Kalash people from practising their faith is very old and | would not blame all Muslims
for it, neither do all the Muslims here see the Kalash as being behind all the doom and destruction,”
he said.However villager Nazai Gai said locals will not stop blaming his fellow Kalash for the
disasters.“Three months back Allah saw the Kalash practising their faith and there was a flood,
then he saw them again and there was an earthquake. In a month he will see them again and there
will be a blizzard in the valley,” he said with a sardonic grin. Later adding quizzically: “Why would
Allah make Muslims suffer for the sins of the Kalash?”

ISLAMABAD: The devastating October 26 earthquake has claimed 280 lives so far, a majority of
whom were children and women, according to a preliminary report of the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) issued on Monday.

According to the report, the 7.5 magnitude tremor, that shook parts of the country, claimed the lives
of 94 children, 75 women and 72 men.The highest number of deaths was reported from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa where the toll has climbed to 232. Of them, 77 were children, 62 women and 55 men
followed by the Federal Administrated Tribal Areas (Fata) where 17 children, eight women and five
men have died.NDMA officials said that relief efforts are under way and supplies are being
distributed among the quake affected people. However, harsh weather conditions are creating
hurdles in this regard.So far 43,625 tents, 54,564 blankets, 6,694 plastic mats, 9185.5 tons of food
packs, 14 tons of water bottles, 49 water filter plants and 27 tons of medicines have been
distributed among the affectees by the NDMA and the armed forces.Talking to The Express
Tribune, Ahmed Kamal, NDMA member, said that homes are dispersed and located two to three
kilometres apart. “It has become difficult for us to access houses located on hilltop and we are
making efforts to reach there to provide relief goods to people.”He also said that relief activities
have been completed in a majority of the areas and early assessment is under way.Meanwhile
around 93% families, who have lost their loved ones in the tremor, have received compensation,
the NDMA member added.

RAWALPINDI: Rawal Town Administrator Imran Qureshi on Monday said that the District
government is taking all measures to control dengue in different areas of the city. The administrator
told the meeting about the steps being undertaken for controlling dengue in the area.
Representatives of WASA, Auqaf, Education, Railways, Solid Waste. Management, Rawalpindi
Development Authority (RDA), Environment and others also attended the meeting. He said that
measures are being taken to provide clean environment in the city so that dengue spread could be
controlled in an effective manner. He said that directives have been issued to the departments
concerned and teams engaged in addressing the issue of dengue. Meanwhile, the anti-dengue
campaign is in full swing in all areas of the district so that people adopt precautionary measures to
avoid dengue. Banners and necessary material has been displayed to create awareness among
the masses to prevent spread of dengue in the district.

SWAT: Earthquake jolts have been reported in Swat and its nearby sites on Sunday afternoon,
TheNewsTribe.com reported.According to detail, epicenter of earthquake was the border area of
Afghanistan and Tajiskistan, while its depth was 10 kilometer.According to initial reports,
magnitude of earthquake was 5.3.No casualty has been reported so far.

Also more than 300 people lost their lives and more than 2000 were injured in the deadly
earthquake that hit the entire Pakistan specially Khyber PakhtunKhwa.lt is a developing story, will
be updated accordingly.

BISHAM: About 37 cheques were distributed among the earthquake victims in Shang and
Kormang areas in Shangla district on Saturday. Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Saadat Hassan said that relief package including tents and ration had already been given to
the earthquake victims. Tehsildar Alamzeb Khan, nazim village council Botial Shahid Anwar and
others were also present on the occasion. “Rehabilitation of the quake victims is our top priority
and they would not be left alone in this testing time,” Saadat said, adding that all nazims of the
village councils along with the patwaris and security forces were conducting assessment survey.

PESHAWAR: The rehabilitation of livestock affected by the October 26 earthquake appears to
have been kept on the backburner as the provincial government has taken limited precautions to
rescue them.This has sparked fears among survivors in rural communities that Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa could witness a substantial reduction in livestock owing to the government’s failure to
implement prompt measures. Having lost people and homes, the loss of livestock-related revenue
will ensure that impact of the earthquake will be felt well into the next year.K-P Government
Spokesperson and Special Assistant to CM Mushtag Ghani has insisted rehabilitating livestock is
the next step.

Gentle creatures

According to a copy of documents provided by Directorate General (Extension) of Livestock and
Dairy Development K-P available with The Express Tribune, 4,643 animals were killed in the
natural catastrophe.

“A majority of these animals include sheeps and goats,” read the document. “The deaths have
been recorded in Chitral, Swat, Upper Dir, Lower Dir, Shangla, Malakand, Buner, Haripur,
Abbottabad, Mansehra, Nowshera and Kohistan.”

As per the report, camps and mobile clinics were set up by the government and social workers to
treat wounded animals soon after the quake hit these areas.The document also reveals about
38,824 animals were vaccinated at the camps while 27,659 were provided first-aid. About 4,000
animals were sprayed to protect them from diseases.The shelters of various animals have also
been damaged. “At least 1,882 livestock shelters in K-P have been damaged in the earthquake,”
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added the report.
Additional burden

Earlier this year, heavy rain and floods in most parts of the province resulted in the death of
livestock and forest animals. Last month’s earthquake has put an additional burden on the
government to take an initiative in this regard, not to mention the impact of those whose entire
livelihood was pegged to farm animals.

“The K-P government had already incurred losses in livestock worth Rs5.34 billion in the 2010
floods,” stated the report. “Losses worth Rs0.15 million were reported in 2013 and the department
has had to face a loss of Rs7 million in the 2015 floods. However, no precautionary measures were
taken to save the animals during natural disasters.”

Waiting for solutions

The immediate physical rehabilitation of families affected by natural disasters is always likely to be
the government’s first priority. As a result, the fate of livestock affected by the earthquake remains
a question with no immediate solution in sight as no strategies have been made to rescue
animals.Speaking to The Express Tribune, Livestock Department Deputy Director Dr Alamzeb said
that the government has constituted teams in various districts to assess losses to livestock and is
vaccinating animals.

“Animals in affected areas are being kept in tents and members of these teams are taking care of
them,” he said. “We have not collected exact figures as yet. However, the process is under way
and soon the livestock department will arrange plans to save the animals.” Whether they will be
able to implement this before winter sets in even deeper is a question the departments are unable
to answer.

Phase two

Speaking to The Express Tribune, Ghani said the earthquake has resulted in massive casualties
and destroyed countless villages.“The relevant authorities are first and foremost dealing with
human and property loss,” he said. “There are some areas where the surveys to assess the level
of damage have not been initiated as yet. It will take some time to look into the level of destruction
caused to livestock.”According to Ghani, the government’s main focus is to provide compensation
and start rehabilitating the affected population.“The rehabilitation of livestock will start in the
second phase,” he said. “We haven’t devised any comprehensive plan to [rehabilitate] livestock as
yet. However, we are planning to develop strategies to protect them from natural disasters.”

Population becomes RAWALPINDI: The prevailing situation regarding spread of dengue fever in this region of the
vulnerable to severe country has convinced health experts to believe that the best defence against spread of its

dengue fever outbreak in

infection is prevention and for that matter, the concerned government authorities have to launch
effective awareness campaigns on permanent basis along with provision of free-of-cost mosquito

future repellents to public at least in high-risk districts.

The News,November9, 2015 ) . -
Before 2006, Pakistan did not encounter significant problem though there had been dengue fever

outbreaks but in limited regions, however, after 2006, the infection emerged out as a greater health
threat claiming number of lives every year. Now the situation has changed as dengue virus has
spread almost all over Pakistan due to increased number of infected people among population.

With more than 4,000 confirmed reported cases of dengue fever along with 10 reported deaths
caused by the infection only in the twin cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi so far in 2015, the
situation may take an alarming turn in the year to come if proper preventive and control measures
are not taken by the concerned authorities in general and individuals in particular.Experts believe
that the federal and the provincial governments should launch effective awareness campaigns by
using simple modes of communication including pictorial material on permanent basis through
billboards and not through hanging banners that are vanished away after a month or so.After the
recent dengue fever outbreak that is much intense, it is believed that outbreak in future cannot be
averted only through awareness campaign instead the government authorities should have to
provide mosquito repellents and insecticides free of cost to public at least in high-risk
districts.Health departments have repeatedly expressed that to control spread of dengue fever,
individuals will have to play active role but experts say that there is a need of enabling individuals
to do so by proving repellents and insecticides at community level.

A number of health experts believe that only fogging by the concerned government authorities, the
outbreak in future cannot be avoided instead after recent outbreak, it is need of the time to create
sufficient awareness among public on how to avoid dengue fever and motivate individuals to join
hands with the health departments in averting possibly a more deadly dengue fever outbreak in
future.Dengue fever is caused by the bite of an infected female mosquito aedes aegypti and
elimination of its larvae and adult population is a must to avoid outbreak of the infection.Experts
say that huge sized billboards containing pictorial material on what is needed to be done to avoid
dengue fever incidence should be installed in every nook and corner of the district on permanent
basis round the year. No one should be allowed to remove the boards and if needed, the material
should be refreshed according to situation.

Aedes aegypti breeds and stays only on clean water containers like barrels, buckets, drums, tanks,
flower vases, water coolers, discarded tires, toilet bowls and other such places, including the ones
where rainwater collects. Experts say that the concerned government authorities should convince
individuals and families through regular health education campaigns that they should empty all
water containers and avoid collection of water in open anywhere in the house in any season.

Public should use mosquito repellents such as oils, mosquito coils, vapour mats etc to reduce
human-mosquito contact and the concerned authorities should provide these either free of cost to
public or make arrangements for their provision in open markets at cheaper rates.All varieties of
mosquitoes breed in or near water that is stagnant or slow moving. The importance of mosquitoes
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in transmission of disease makes adequate control of mosquito-breeding sites very important,
especially those close to human habitation. Experts say that the concerned government authorities
with the help of community should take measures to avoid collection of water in and around
residences.According to health experts, the awareness material so far displayed at healthcare
facilities and in newspapers is based mainly on written material including technical language and
terms and it can be made more effective and simple by using pictorial expressions which can
certainly be understood by 100 percent population of the country.

LAHORE: None of the foreign trained medical staff has been sent to the dengue-hit areas in
Multan and Rawalpindi. Dengue has reached epidemic proportions in the two cities, but patients
are being handled mostly by the untrained doctors and paramedics while those trained abroad are
stationed at Lahore and the government has no plans to send them in those areas.Foreign
qualified healthcare providers were supposed to be used as master trainers and in the dengue-hit
areas when needed. Millions of rupees were spent from public exchequer to train health managers
and healthcare providers on modern lines. As per details, as many as 110 persons including five
parliamentarians and over a dozen bureaucrats were sent to Thailand four years back for Dengue
Epidemic Prevention, Control and Management Training. MNA Shaista Pervaiz Malik, Advisor to
Chief Minister on Health Kh Salman Rafiq, secretaries of health and finance departments, doctors
from public sector hospitals and general practitioners, nurses, epidemiologists and entomologists
were part of the batch sent to Thailand for training on December 5, 2011.

Insiders have termed it a pleasure trip as the batch mostly comprised persons who had nothing to
do with handling of dengue patients. Those who actually got training were few in number, and even
the government is not benefitting from their expertise at a time when the disease is spreading its
tentacles across Punjab. “Mostly irrelevant persons like parliamentarians and bureaucrats were
part of the batch. Even relevant persons like doctors were blue eyed and most of them from
Lahore. The department has no record of foreign trained doctors from public sector hospitals and
general practitioners. In case of absence of any record, the department can seek assistance from
public sector hospitals and Academy of Family Physicians. But so far no effort has been made to
get their services for the patients in worst affected Rawalpindi and Multan,” said one officer at
health department who desired not to be quoted. “Training has no impact, whether in Pakistan or
abroad, without regular refresher courses. Training should be a regular feature before peak
dengue season. Workshops should be conducted at medical colleges/hospitals. Dengue should be
made part of MBBS curriculum with regular update to fulfill modern day needs. We have provided
training to medical staff at public sector hospitals and doctors in the private sector. Patients are
already decreasing with the gradual drop in temperature. Now focus should be sustained efforts for
updating knowledge and improving skill of doctors and allied health staff’, said Prof Javed Akram,
Vice Chancellor Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Medical University/Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences Islamabad.

Proper training is must for handling dengue patients. Doctors and nurses in Multan and Rawalpindi
have been provided training. Dengue Expert Advisory Group has own mechanism of providing
training. No private clinic can keep dengue patient unless it has doctors trained by DEAG”, said Kh
Salman Rafiq.

CHITRAL: The tehsil municipal administrations of Chitral and Mastuj have received Rs140 million
each for the rehabilitation of the flood-damaged infrastructure in their respective areas.It has been
learned through reliable sources that both the TMAs would be getting more funds in this
connection but there are apprehensions that the funds would be misused as there is no system for
their utilization in a transparent manner. Some circles also expressed the feat that the elected
representatives at the local level in the district as well as in the tehsils would divert the funds to
areas onTHE BASIS OF their likes and dislikes leaving the damaged infrastructure unrepaired.

Sources privy to the matter told ChitralToday that the members of the local councils, district and
tehsil councils were trying to identify and select projects which were not even slightly affected by
the floods. In this practice, officials of the TMAs were facilitating the political circles for their own
vested interests. It is also learned that for this purpose a number of schemes have already been
identified by different members which would be executed through the rehabilitation funds allocated
by the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA).

If this practice goes on unchecked, there is no doubt that the flood-affected infrastructure would be
left behind and the funds would be (mis)used on the schemes proposed by the district and tehsil
council members. The development has sent a shock wave among the public circles here and they
have warned that the tehsil nazims and TMOs would be responsible for this kind of embezzlement
and favoritism. The public circles demanded that the deputy commissioner Chitral should intervene
in the matter and ensure merit in this matter otherwise the funds would be used as a political bribe
by the district and tehsil councilors.ov 9: The tehsil municipal administrations of Chitral and Mastuj
have received Rs140

Massive earthquake of devastatingly high magnitude jolts Northern part of Pakistan. As reported by
the Pakistan media besides Lahore, tremors of the October 26 earthquake were also felt in
Islamabad, Gujranwala, Sialkot and other Punjab regions. Dubai, India and Afghanistan too were
jolted by the quake.

Needless to say, the high intensity of the tremors generated by the quake sent shivers down the
spines of the fear-stricken people who were seen rushing out of their abodes reciting religious
invocations. Everyone being deeply concerned about the welfare of their near and dear ones
hectically got down to establishing contact with them. But to their utter dismay the quake
temporarily affected the telecommunication network and they were unable to establish contact with
their relatives.If one remembers, the October 8, 2005 quake that devastated the northern parts of
country (Kashmir and KPK in particular) was of a magnitude of 7.6 on the RS. It caused massive
destruction and about 100,000 innocent men, women and children had lost their valuable lives in
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the catastrophe. Undeniably, the earthquake that hit the country on October 26 could have caused
destruction beyond ones stretch of imagination. It, in fact, could have taken a very heavy toll on the
lives and properties of the people. We thank Allah the Almighty that it didn’t. In spite of this one
cannot condone the gruesome impact that this quake had particularly on those who lost their near
and dear ones and their dwellings in the tragedy.While quick response of the government and the
Pakistan Army to the tragic incident is worthy of appreciation, yet the urgent need to take log-term
measures to deal with such gruesome and devastating natural calamities cannot be
overemphasised. In its endeavours to set forth stringent policies vis-a-vis construction of
particularly high-rise buildings in the earthquake-prone northern regions of the country, particularly
Islamabad, the government must direct the Capital Development Authority (CDA) and similar civic
bodies in other quake affected regions to immediately form an experts panel of professionally
qualified and highly experienced structural engineers to make a thorough assessment of the extent
of damage the recent earthquake has done particularly to the high-rise buildings in the capital. This
is extremely essential if a catastrophe of greater magnitude is to be avoided in the future. Equally
important is the issue of quick rehabilitation of the people badly affected by the quake. The
government must immediately gear up the concerned government agencies to urgently undertake
rehabilitation work, in the affected regions, to bring respite to the quake-stricken people.

Water banking needed to ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) on Sunday said government
save Pakistan from should establish water banks to save country from looming drought and ensure water
drought. ICClI security.Water resources are rapidly plummeting decreasing per capita water availability has by 80
Dail Time:s November9. 2015 percent since 1951 while no mega water storage project has been constructed after the completion

Y ¢ ’ of the Tarbela Dam despite availability of lot of sites including Kalabagh, said Atif Ikram Sheikh,
President ICCI.According to press release issued here on Sunday, climate change has disturbed
pattern of rainfall in the country while over dependence on groundwater has reduced its level to
alarming limits which must be noticed.

Atif said that the whole country is increasingly coming under extreme water strain but the situation
in Balochistan is much more critical where groundwater shortage has reached catastrophic
proportions.The ICCI president advised government to build recharge reservoirs, intercept and
flood water at catchment areas to recharge ground water, build mall dams, and ensure consensus
on big dams, he proposed.
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DETAILS

KARACHI: Chief Justice of Pakistan Anwar Zaheer Jamali said on Saturday that Pakistan was in
the midst of internal and external terror threats and the authorities must take extraordinary steps to
end the crisis that erupted after the 9/11 attacks. He was addressing the foundation stone-laying
ceremony of a complex building that will house 10 anti-terrorism courts (ATCs) in the Central Jail
Karachi. The chief justice said the establishment of 10 anti-terrorism courts was the key to dealing
with the menace of terrorism. He said that several tragic incidents of terrorism had taken place in
the country that led to the loss of many innocent lives and even lawyers, judicial officers, law
enforcers and government functionaries were under threat. He was of the view that an improved
and secure environment would enable the judges to provide speedy and inexpensive justice. He
appreciated the Sindh government for providing funds to construct the ATCs in the central prison,
and expected that trial courts would be shifted by December 2016. He hoped that the provincial
government would also make arrangements to construct homes for the judicial officers of the
ATCs. Such courts should be established in all other provinces, he said.

The 10 ATCs will be completed in the central prison by December 2016 at an estimated cost of
Rs120 million. On the occasion, Supreme Court judges Amir Hani Muslim and Mushir Alam were
present along with Chief Justice Sindh High Court Justice Faisal Arab and other judges of the high
court. A day earlier, addressing an annual dinner function hosted by the Sindh High Court Bar
Association at the Sindh High Court’s lawn, the CJP had said that supremacy of the constitution
was the judiciary’s responsibility. He stressed the need for activating the process of self-
accountability in the judiciary as well as in the legal fraternity. The chief justice made it clear that
matters in the Supreme Judicial Council would be dealt with strictly in a transparent manner. He
said that there was no deficiency in the present judicial system but only that some people involved
in the process of the system did not perform their duties with due responsibility. The chief justice
said that unnecessary delays in the disposal of cases were not only a social issue but also a
challenge for the judicial system.

A large quantity of arms and ammunition was also recovered during raids. Sindh Rangers have
conducted raids in different areas of Karachi and arrested thirty seven criminals. They include
criminals belonging to banned outfits. A large quantity of arms and ammunition was also recovered
during raids.

KARACHI: In an impressive display of naval fire power, the front line combat units of Pakistan
Navy Fleet successfully test fired anti-ship guided missiles in North Arabian Sea on Saturday. The
Chief of Naval staff Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah along with senior naval officers witnessed the
firings onboard PNS Alamgir, said a statement issued by Pakistan Navy. The missiles launched
from surface and air units successfully engaged their intended targets with pinpoint accuracy, thus
re-asserting the lethality, precision and efficacy of navy’s weapon systems. Successful conduct of
missile firings is manifestation of PN's optimum operational preparedness, the statement added.
The chief of naval staff appreciated the remarkable demonstration of professionalism during
missile firings and expressed his satisfaction over the combat readiness of the naval forces.
Pakistan Navy is maintaining vigilance and optimum operational readiness to defend maritime
frontiers and safeguard national interests. The successful missile firings while reassuring navy's
combat potential also serve as a deterrent to the forces inimical to Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: The Interior Ministry, on the directives of Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan,
has removed 9,753 persons the Exit Control List. According to spokesman of the Interior Ministry,
the names of 19,836 persons have also been taken off the Black List. The spokesman went on to
say that in future the names will be put on ECL after necessary scrutiny by a four-member
Committee set up in the Interior Ministry.

PESHAWAR: At least 22 suspected militants were killed as Pakistan Air Force (PAF) jets
destroyed a number of militant hideouts and other related targets in North Waziristan's Shawal
region, said a statement from the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). The ISPR statement
added that PAF jets targeted militant hideouts in Shawal tehsil, killing at least 22 suspected
militants. Six militant hideouts and other targets were destroyed during the airstrikes, claimed the
statement. Military operation Zarb-i-Azb was launched by the Pakistan Army on June 15 following
a brazen militant attack on Karachi's international airport and failure of peace talks between the
government and Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) negotiators. Since the beginning of Operation
Zarb-i-Azb in June 2014, militants have fled to other tribal regions, including Khyber and its Tirah
Valley and Shawal in North Waziristan, all of which border Afghanistan.

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishag Dar told the upper house on Friday that Operation Zarb-e-
Azb will cost the national kitty up to Rs190 billion. Some Rs45 billion rupees were spent last year
while another Rs100 billion were allocated for this fiscal year and Rs45 billion will be allocated next
year. Zarb-e-Azb was launched in North Waziristan Agency in June 2014 against homegrown
militants and their foreign cohorts after efforts to initiate dialogue failed following a deadly attack on
Karachi airport. Speaking on the floor of the house, Dar said 28 wings of civil armed forces were
being raised to protect the tribal areas’ porous border with Afghanistan and this needed money.
“Foreign countries had pledged $6 billion for the expenses being incurred on the operation but the
government has received only $350 million. We are meeting expenses from our own resources,”
he added. Dar said the total external debt liability of the country was $65 billion and the figure of
$68 billion quoted by the opposition was wrong.

In his speech, the finance minister said that foreign loans had become indispensable for the
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country, which had been declared a macroeconomic instable country by international financial
institutions in 2013. He said the government had taken a loan from the international Monetary
Fund (IMF) to repay the previous loans. Denying the claims of opposition parties for not giving a
roadmap for the revival of the economy, he said, “I have given a roadmap in the budget.” Dar said
the external public debt stood at over Rs18 trillion and this would have been far higher if the
government had not reduced the fiscal deficit to 5.37 per cent. “The fiscal deficit will be further
reduced in the years to come,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Interior has decided to act against firebrand cleric of Islamabad's
Red Mosque (Lal Masjid) Maulana Abdul Aziz over his activities. On Friday, a large contingent of
Rangers and police personnel could be seen deployed outside the mosque, which was the center
of a major anti-Taliban military operation in 2007 which ended in a bloody eight-day siege killing
more than 50 Pakistani troops and seminary students. According to the interior ministry, the cleric
was using the government-run mosque for political activities. According to reports, the cleric has
also cancelled his upcoming planned rally in the federal capital following talks.

WEB DESK: Pakistan’s JF-17 Thunder fighter jet will be installed with a Russian engine, a
Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) representative said. “As we know, a Russian engine is
being installed on the JF-17 Thunder and we are looking forward to further cooperation with the
engine manufacturer in Russia,” the official told RIA Novosti news agency on the sidelines of the
Dubai Air Show. The PAC representative expressed interest in having Pakistani engine specialists
undergo training in Russia and their help in modernising the company’s engine-repair facilities in
Pakistan. The JF-17, a light weight, single engine, and multi combat aircraft which has been
developed by the Pakistan Air Force (PAF), PAC and the Chengdu Aircraft Industries Corporation
(CAC) of China, is set to be modified to include an ED-93 engine made in Russia. The aircraft on
Thursday bagged its first sale at the Dubai Air Show. Aviation Industry Corp of China (Avic) and
PAC signed the deal with an unidentified buyer, the Chinese Daily said. However, the report did
not say when the contract was signed or how many jets were sold.

RAWALPINDI: Chief Of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif on Friday paid a visit to
Pakistan’s Centre of Excellence for Nuclear Security (PCENS) and expressed confidence over the
security of Pakistan's nuclear arsenal. "Pakistan has taken measures, including setting up of the
PCENS, to strengthen its nuclear security," said the COAS. Interacting with officers and troops at
the PCENS, the chief added that nuclear security is a sacred responsibility and lauded the
progress the institution has made after its establishment. General Raheel Sharif also stated that
Pakistan has also offered the PCENS as a regional and international hub for imparting education
and training in the field of nuclear security to the international community. Earlier, the army chief
was received by Lieutenant General Mazhar Jamil, Director General Strategic Plans Division (DG-
SPD) Since its establishment, PCENS has conducted several national and international training
courses focusing on physical protection, personal reliability as well as safety and security of
nuclear and radioactive materials and facilities. Earlier in September, Director General (DG)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Yukiya Amano praised Pakistan’s impressive nuclear
security record.

He had stated that Pakistan attached the highest priority to nuclear safety and security as a
national responsibility and that all of Pakistan’s nuclear power plants and research reactors were
under |IAEA safeguards, adding that Pakistan was fully meeting its obligations in this regard. Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif had also stated in September that Pakistan would continue to maintain
minimum nuclear deterrence for security purposes, but that these weapons are 'not against any
one". The National Command Authority (NCA) has stated that Pakistan as a responsible nuclear
state will remain actively engaged with the international community on nuclear stability and security
issues, and expressed satisfaction on Pakistan’s enhanced outreach with the multilateral export
control regimes. Earlier, according to reports published by two American think tanks which claimed
that Pakistan could become the third largest nuclear stock pile within the next five to ten years —
with at least 350 nuclear weapons — behind only the United States and Russia. The report cited
analysts as saying that Pakistan possesses around 120 nuclear warheads as compared to India's
100. The report concluded by saying that Pakistan could have at least 350 nuclear weapons within
five to 10 years.

KARACHI: Rangers have refuted media reports about slowing down their operation against the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) amid an alleged understanding. In a press release issued on
Thursday, the Rangers’ spokesperson said that the operation was still ongoing and will continue till
the last target killer has been arrested. It requested citizens to keep an eye on their surroundings
and in case of emergencies, contact them through the Rangers helpline. Rangers and the people
of Karachi are together, read the statement. However, an MQM official told The Express
Tribune that an understanding had been reached in the recent meeting between the Rangers DG
with party lawmakers, Dr Farooq Sattar and Kunwar Naveed. “We have reached an understanding
with the Rangers. Hopefully, the law enforcement agencies will let us run our local government
election campaign and not disrupt them.” MQM MNA Sattar said, however, that he wouldn’t call it a
deal. “We didn’t offer them anything in return for something.” According to Sattar, the Rangers
director-general invited them to discuss the security for the local government elections. The
Rangers officials refused to share details of the meeting.

Following the meeting with the Rangers director-general, the MQM reopened its sectors and units
offices in the city and is now actively campaigning for the local bodies scheduled for December 5.
Since the start of the operation, the Rangers have arrested 5,000 workers during raids at party
headquarters and offices. However, another party leader said that pinning the blame on the MQM
for every crime, while banned and religious militants had claimed responsibility for it, had put the
LEAs in a tight spot. “The Rangers had picked up a lot of people, yet there was no conviction.
Their idea of portraying the party as a terror group has backfired. It has only strengthened the vote
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bank of MQM.”

ISLAMABAD: The interior ministry told lawmakers on Wednesday that it has sealed 102 Islamic
seminaries for fanning extremism. Moreover, it has also frozen Rs1 billion in funds of proscribed
militant groups. The law enforcement agencies (LEAs) have sealed the seminaries for sponsoring
terrorism or extremism, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan told the National Assembly in a
written reply to a question raised by PPP MNA Shahida Rehmani. This year, the government has
closed down 87 madrassas in Sindh and 13 in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, he said. Two seminaries
have been sealed in Punjab where a number of students were found in contact with banned
groups. The LEAs have also identified 190 seminaries that receive funds from abroad.

Curbing terror financing

As part of the strategy to choke terror financing, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has frozen Rs1
billion in 126 accounts linked to proscribed organisations. Further, the LEAs have recovered
Rs251.2 million in cash which was being traded through Hawala and Hundi. The government also
recovered Rs19.77 million from suspects involved in the 2004 ‘Chowk Yadgar Operation’ in
Peshawar.

Losses in War on Terror

Nisar said the war on terror has cost Pakistan Rs118.4 billion since 2001. Replying to a question
from PTI’s Dr Shireen Mazari, he said Fata had suffered the most, with losses worth Rs68.5 billion.
Sindh was a distant second suffering loss worth Rs16.5 billion. Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa has suffered
losses worth Rs15 billion, while Punjab has suffered Rs13.4 billion in losses, he added.
Balochistan has suffered losses worth Rs4.3 billion, Gilgit-Baltistan Rs358.1 million, and AJK
Rs12.6 million.

Banned groups

The government has put 7,923 people in the fourth schedule in addition to including the names of
188 hardcore militants on the Exit Control List. Movement of 2,081 hardcore militants has also
been restricted. Similarly, the government has registered 1,026 cases, while 230 terror suspects
have been arrested.

Hate speech

One of the areas the government has focused on under the National Action Plan (NAP) has been
to curb dissemination of hate speech and material. In this regard, 1,961 suspects have been
arrested and 1,893 cases filed against clerics. Of these, 271 have been convicted while 826 cases
are still pending before special courts. The government, Nisar argued, had also cracked down
against the misuse of loudspeakers. As many as 7,000 cases have been filed and 6,855 alleged
hate-preachers arrested. Of them, 1,482 have been convicted of hatemongering on loudspeakers.

Karachi operation

About the surgical operation in Karachi, Nisar said the Rangers has arrested over 58,000
criminals. Of them, 9,570 were absconders while 630 were proclaimed offenders. Others
apprehended during the operation included 1,731 murderers, 713 terrorists, 517 extortionists and
118 kidnappers. Security forces also recovered 15,612 illegal weapons during the operation.

BEWJING: The JF-17 fighter, jointly developed by China and Pakistan, notched its first sale at the
Dubai Air Show and may receive additional orders in the future, the China Daily said on
Wednesday, citing a Chinese executive. Aviation Industry Corp of China (Avic) and Pakistan
Aeronautical Complex closed the deal with an unidentified buyer at the air show, the newspaper
said, citing an Avic statement. It did not say when the contract was signed or how many jets were
sold. “Several potential buyers have expressed to us their strong intention of introducing the
aircraft,” Liu Yu, deputy head of Avic’'s military aircraft sales division, was quoted as saying.
China’s weapons exports jumped 143 per cent in the five years to 2014 compared to the previous
five-year period, but still only account for about 5pc of the global arms market.

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly Standing Committee on Interior was informed that criminal
proceedings would be initiated against those people who possess more than one national ID card.
The cards of such people have also been blocked. This information was shared by Interior
Secretary Shahid Khan during the committee meeting on Tuesday which was presided over by
Rana Shamim Ahmed Khan. The committee had taken up the issue of multiple ID cards, cases of
which are more common in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, after the matter was raised by MNA Sher Akbar
Khan. The MNA criticised Nadra for failing to execute its duties, adding that, “The ID cards of
hardworking students were invalidated while agents, in collaboration with some government
officials, are making good money helping Afghans get ID cards.” After some members of the
committee said they agreed with the MNA, the interior secretary said a long-term solution was to
invalidate one of the cards. However, the secretary wondered how people had two cards in the first
place. “How did people manage to get more than one ID card and dodge the authorities? A fine is
not enough; they should also face criminal proceedings so others will not do the same.” Shahid
Khan said people with two ID cards were not suspected to be terrorists by Nadra or by any other
government department. However, they should be held responsible for not taking their nationality
seriously.

Afterwards, PML-N’s Aslam Bodla and JUI-F's Naeema Kishwar Khan brought up the issue of
Nadra employees who were sacked for allegedly helping with fake and forged ID cards. It was
decided that a six-member subcommittee headed by Nawab Mohammad Yousuf Talpur would be
formed for probing the matter and following it up with the interior ministry. The National Assembly
committee was also updated on the matter of arms licences. The federal government has set up
December 31 as the deadline for revalidating all arms licences issued by the interior ministry.
Officials from the interior ministry said the federal government has so far issued 352,843 arms
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licences and permits. Of these, 171,033 have been submitted to Nadra for revalidation and
125,426 have been forwarded to the interior ministry for verification. The ministry has cleared
112,638 of them and 7,461 have been declared bogus. Most of the bogus ones had been issued
during the previous government. The committee was informed that the PML-N led government has
imposed a complete ban on issuing arms licences. However, officials said, some provinces were
still issuing them. The committee was also informed that the passport office in Wana will be
reopened next month.

WEB DESK: Self-exiled Baloch Republican Army (BRA) leader Brahumdagh Bugti met
Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Malik Baloch in Geneva and is expected to return to Pakistan
within months, according to media reports. While speaking to BBC on Tuesday, Bugti claimed that
he discussed the Balochistan issue with the provincial chief minister but said that Dr Abdul Malik
Baloch has no ‘authority’ to discuss all important issue with him. “Those who have the power and
authority to change the situation should hold a dialogue with me,” the disgruntled Baloch leader
said. Further, a source in the inner circles of Balochistan governement toldRFE/RL’s
Gandhara website that Bugti is months away from returning to Pakistan, marking an end of his
nine-year exile which had followed the killing of his grandfather, Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti, by
Pakistani security forces in 2006. “He has agreed to come [back to Pakistan],” the website quoting
an anonymous source said. “We have reached an agreement on 90 per cent of the issues.”

The source, a senior politician within Balochistan’s ruling coalition claimed Bugti indicated his
willingness to return in a series of meeting with Balochistan chief minister in Switzerland this
summer. “There were two or three meetings [in July]. He [Bugti] has asked for respect and an end
to all cases against him [as a pre-condition for his return],” the source was further quoted as
saying. Earlier in August, Bugti agreed to hold talks with the government on the Balochistan issue,
hinting at the possibility of withdrawing demands of separation — provided that was what the
people in the province wanted. “We are ready to stay with Pakistan if our friends, well-wishers,
majority of the Baloch people and political allies want the same,” the self-exiled separatist leader
told the BBC Urdu in an interview in Switzerland. This was the first time that the BRA leader, who
is the grandson of former Balochistan governor and chief minister Nawab Akbar Bugti, voiced his
support for talks with the government.

ISLAMABAD: Karachi has witnessed 48 percent decline in the incidents of target killing while the
rate of other types of killings has also come down by 37 percent in the Rangers led operation,
representatives of the Interior Ministry told the National Assembly on Wednesday. Presenting the
crime statistics to the NA, the Interior Ministry disclosed that Punjab has the highest rate of theft
and street crime in the country. The NA was informed that a total of 375,000 cases registered
across the country, the province of Punjab led with 310,000 cases. And out of 120,000 street
crimes in the country, Punjab also topped with 93,000. In Sindh 46,000 cases of theft and 21,000
of street crimes were reported while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa the break up of theft and street crimes
is 8,000 and 765 respectively.

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Wednesday passed the Pakistan Army (Amendment) Bill
2015 aimed at protecting court officials, witnesses and indemnity against prosecution in any other
court of law. Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, Chaudhary Jaffar Igbal piloted the bill to further
amend the Pakistan Army Act 1952 in the House. New section 2C is inserted after section 2B in
the bill which says protection to witnesses, President, Members of the Court, Defending Officers,
Prosecutors and persons concerned with Court Proceedings. Members from the Opposition,
Naveed Qamar, Dr Shireen Mazari, Dr Arif Alvi, Sahibzada Tarig-ullah, Dr Nafeesa Shah
questioned the new amendment to the bill and its need. Responding to the various questions by
the opposition members, Jaffar Igbal said that it was a part of 21st amendment which was made to
ensure peace and stability in the country. He said it was need of hour and the amendment has
helped curtail terrorism and terrorist activities in the country.

Jaffar Igbal said the bill was passed by the Senate and was thoroughly debated in standing
committees of both houses. The statement of objects and reasons of the bill says that an
extraordinary situation and circumstances exist which demand special measures for speedy trail of
certain offences relating to terrorism, waging war or insurrection against Pakistan and prevention
of acts threatening security of Pakistan by any terrorist group using name of religion or sect and
members of such armed groups’ wings and militia. There exists a grave threat to the integrity of
Pakistan owing to raising of arms and insurrection by terrorist groups. These groups are funded by
foreign and local elements using name of religion or sect. They have to be severely dealt with
under the law. In order to ensure proper conduct of trails special measures for protection and
indemnity against legal proceedings as well as arrest or detention of the accused persons it is
desirable that during the conduct of said trials security and safety of court officials must never get
compromised. Therefore, special measures for protection of such officials and indemnity against
arrest, detention of terrorists are required.

ISLAMABAD: A day after the military called for greater civilian cooperation to fight terrorism, the
government has said implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) was a shared
responsibility, and all institutions have to play their role, while remaining within the ambit of the
Constitution. According to a statement by its spokesperson, the government said its initiatives were
showing visible results in the form of improved law and order situation across the country. The
government aims to continue NAP, and all other initiatives to eliminate extremism and terrorism
from the country, the statement said. The government has taken all its decisions in an open and
transparent manner, keeping the national interest as its foremost priority, added the statement.
The spokesperson said the government’s firm commitment to good governance had been the
hallmark of all its policies. Army chief General Raheel Sharif called on Tuesday for “governance
initiatives” to complement the success of security forces in the ongoing fight against terrorism and
extremism.
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KARACHI: The counter-terrorism department (CTD) of Sindh Police arrested four alleged target
killers belonging to religious and political parties in two separate raids in the city’s Saudabad and
Landhi areas on Tuesday. According to SSP CTD Afnan Amin, one of the arrested in Saudabad
raid, identified as Muhammad Shahid, was involved in seven murder cases while Shah Jalal and
Muhammad Shakir, allegedly belonging to a religious party, confessed to killing nine people.
Meanwhile, Fahad Hussain, who was arrested from Landhi, confessed to have murdered eight
people, he added.

PESHAWAR: A report detailing implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) reveals authorities have made over 10,000 arrests, detained over 22,000
people and conducted over 500 search and strike operations in the province from Dec 17, 2014 to
Oct 31, 2015.

Progress on NAP in KP at a glance:
®  Search and strike operations: 508
e  Various incidents of checking: 160,912
e  Total detained: 22,089
e  Total arrested: at least 10,087
e  Total charged: 921
®  Arms recovered: 3,045

(] First-Information Reports (FIRs) lodged: at least 2,671
Search and strike operations

The report shows a total of 508 search and strike operations were conducted during the period, of
which 270 targeted cities, 141 targeted cantonment areas and 97 took place in rural areas. A total
of 16,653 suspects were detained during the operations, while 2,727 arms were recovered. The
report shows 857 explosives were recovered and 224,266 ammunition were also recovered during
the operations.

Denying basis to terrorists in settled areas

Under the NAP, 152,080 houses were checked. A total of 1,614 First-Information Reports (FIRs)
were lodged in relation to these operations. 1,009 hotels were also checked, against which 106
FIRs were lodged.

Snap checking

There have been 523 incidents of snap checking during the time period, during which 5,436
suspects were detained, 318 arms recovered and 5,797 ammunitions recovered.

Inspection of educational institutes

The document reveals 7,098 educational institutes were checked by authorities, while 220 were
arrested during the specified time period. A total of 4,509 advisories and 2,954 warnings were
issued, while 291 FIRs were lodged.

Action against misuse of loudspeakers, hate speech

The KP government seized 257 loudspeakers for misuse and hate speech and has lodged a total
of 343 FIRs against both offences and 389 people arrested since the implementation of NAP was
initiated in December last year.

Checking of public transport, cinemas

The KP government says 147 bus stations and 55 cinemas have been checked. At least 37 FIRs
were lodged against bus stations and 22 advisories and 9 warnings issued to cinemas.

Fake CNICs

A total of 921 people with fake CNICs were charged, of which 649 were in cities, 83 in cantonment
areas and 189 in rural areas. A total of 20 illegal facilitators and agents were uncovered during the
crackdown, and 178 FIRs registered. The same number of people were arrested.

Sensitive and vulnerable establishments

The KP government declared 540 establishments — of which 77 are situated in cities, 252 in
cantonment areas and 211 in rural areas — sensitive, and issued 932 advisories and 487 warnings
regarding these establishments. Forty four FIRs were lodged in this regard. At least 809
establishments were declared vulnerable by the government — over half of which are situated in
cantonment areas. At least 1,037 advisories and 658 warnings were issued in this regard.

Action taken under Section 14, Foreigners Act

About 5,314 cases were registered, while over 9,300 accused were arrested under Section 14 of
the Foreigners Act, 1946. Section 14 refers to penalties applicable upon people who contravene
the provisions of the Act.

NAP: Fighting insurgency

Military operations Zarb-i-Azb and the NAP targeting insurgency were set in motion following
attacks on Karachi's Jinnah International Airport andPeshawar's Army Public School in 2014.
Officials say at least 3,000 militants have been killed since the launch of the latest offensive. The
number of attacks in Pakistan has fallen around 70 per cent this year, due to a combination of a
military offensive against Taliban bases along the Afghan border and government initiatives to

¢

National
Journalists
Forum




(.2 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN 24

tackle militancy. A meeting of top government officials earlier this week was reminded that NAP
progress on counter-terrorism continued to be marred by inadequate effort to implement some of
its key elements. A government source said that the focus of the meeting remained on the areas
where the progress was sluggish. Some of the elements of NAP that have long been identified as
poor performing include action against terror financing; foreign funding of seminaries; proscribed
organisations and sectarian groups; hate speeches; and madressah reforms. The provincial
mechanism for civil-military coordination on security issues too has been experiencing difficulties.

The source said that the same areas continued to remain source of concern. Despite these issues
having been flagged on multiple occasions, the government is struggling to tackle the problematic
areas. Resurgence of sectarianism in different parts of the country was also noted during the
meeting. Another source, when asked about the assessment of the progress by the meeting, had
said: "Unfortunately Zarb-i-Azb and associated intelligence-based operations were not being fully
complemented by other components of the 20-point National Action Plan."

Naval, Air chiefs vow to KARACHI: The Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah, joined by Air Chief Marshal
fortify vigil at sea to Sohail Aman, visited the fleet units at sea on Monday and underlined the importance of

enhance security
Daily Dawn, November 9, 2015

maintaining constant vigil at sea in view of the prevailing security environment. The commanders
of country’s air and naval forces were on an operational visit to fleet units at sea during the
ongoing naval exercise, Seaspark 2015. During the visit, the chief of the air staff was given a
detailed briefing on various operational aspects encompassing tactical planning and execution of
plans. Admiral Zakaullah reiterated Pakistan Navy's resolve of maintaining peace, security and
stability in the region. Interacting with officers and men on the occasion, the naval chief urged them
to “put in their best to achieve professional excellence which has always remained the hallmark of
Pakistan Navy”. The over-arching objective of this exercise is to validate PN operational plans,
assess war preparedness of the naval force and enhance inter-operability with the air force and the
army, Zakaullah said. Earlier on their arrival to the site, both the services chiefs were briefed on the
conduct of the exercise. During the visit, the Naval and Air Chiefs witnessed the ongoing joint
operations by PN Fleet units and PAF aircraft.

The naval chief lauded the seamless integration between various echelons of Pakistan Navy and
Pakistan Air Force, which is essential for synergetic response to the prevailing threats. Both the
services chiefs also witnessed the conduct of joint operations from PAF's Airborne Early Warning
and Control aircraft while operating in North Arabian Sea. Admiral Zakaullah expressed his
satisfaction on the operational preparedness of the personnel and lauded their professional
conduct in carrying out the task of defending the critical borders of the country. Pakistan Navy is
fully ready and capable of defending these important sea lanes and one of the objectives of
Seaspark 15 is to assess operational preparedness to undertake this key task, the statement
quoted the naval chief as saying. Seaspark 2015, which began in the north Arabian Sea on
November 3 after a gap of three years, involves all operational units of the navy, including ships,
submarines, aircraft, unmanned aerial vehicles, special forces and marines, along with elements of
the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency, Pakistan Air Force and the army with the aim to
corroborate the navy’s operational plans, assess its war preparedness and enhance its
interoperability with the PAF and the army.

Pakistan may review ISLAMABAD: Pakistan may review its decision of suspension of deportation treaties with the
deportation accord European Union (EU) taken over alleged mistreatment of Pakistani immigrants abroad, an official
suspension said. ‘_‘The count_ry_ is reviewin_g_all agreem(_ents Wi_tr_\ var_ious states, including the Euro_pean
The Express Tribune, November 9 countries,” an official of the Ministry of Interior familiar with the outcome of Chaudhry Nisar's
2015 ’ ’ meeting with EU representatives on Monday, told The Express Tribune. “We may review our
decision [on accord with EU on re-entry of migrants],” said the official, adding “EU’s top officials
promised to address Pakistan’s concerns [humiliation of citizens living in Europe].” The final
decision; the official added, however, will be taken on recommendations of Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif in the forthcoming Cabinet meeting. Last week, Nisar suspended the agreement on
readmission of illegal immigrants with several Western countries amid reports of mistreatment of
Pakistani citizens. “The re-admission agreements have been frozen for the time being after some
countries were found violating the treaty,” Nisar told media after inaugurating the one-window
operation of driving licences in Islamabad on Friday.

Nisar said many Western countries were deporting Pakistanis on the basis of ‘baseless’ charges of
terrorism. Following Pakistan’s reaction, EU representatives on Monday met Nisar to convince him
for a review, and address the concerns. Interior minister's spokesperson in a statement said EU
Ambassador Jean Francois Cautain called on Nisar. “Johan Sorensen, Guido Bilancini,
counsellors political and trade are accompanying the EU ambassador,” it said. In 2010, Pakistan
and the EU had reached an agreement to establish rapid and effective procedures for identification
and orderly return of illegal immigrants to their native countries.
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PUBLIC SERVICES

NEWS HEADLINES DETAILS

A day on diabetes LAHORE: Like other parts of the globe, World Diabetes Day was observed across the country
The Nation, November 15, 2015 including Lahore yesterday to raise awareness about diabetes, timely diagnoses and precautions to
avoid complications.The day aims at increasing awareness amongst general population and
professionals about effects of diabetes and its complications. It is hoped that the increased
awareness would lead to more resources to fight against diabetes.International Diabetes Federation
(IDF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) introduced the day in the wake of alarming rise of
diabetes worldwide. WHO estimates more than 220 million people worldwide have diabetes. The
number is likely to double by 2030.In Lahore, medical camps, seminars, workshops and walks were
arranged both at the government and private levels to increase awareness about precautionary
measures to avoid diabetes and benefits of early diagnosis and proper management to reduce its
hazards. Post Graduate Medical Institute/Lahore General Hospital arranged medical camp, seminar
and a walk to mark the day. Principal PGMI Prof Khalid Mahmood led the walk largely attended by
doctors, nurses, students and people from various walks of life. Stage artist Sohail Ahmed also
participated in the walk. At the seminar, medical experts stressed the need of adopting healthy life
style, increasing physical activity, quiting smoking, periodical check ups and proper management of
the diseases after diagnosis for reducing hazards of the silent killer. Speaking at a seminar arranged
in connection with World Diabetes Day at Special Kids Inn, President General Cadre Doctors
Association Dr Masood Akhtar Sheikh said that diabetes could cause cardiac, kidney failure, strokes,
blindness, impotence and infections that could lead to amputations. Students, teachers and families
of mentally and physically handicapped children were present on the occasion. Dr Masood Sheikh
said that more than 350 million people in the world has diabetes.

Diabetes is the direct cause of some 1.5 million deaths, with more than 80% of them occurring in low
and middle income countries. Diabetes will be the 7th leading cause of death by 2030. He said that
physical inactivity, excessive use of cold drinks and fast food was causing obesity, a major reason
behind increase in number of diabetes patients. He said that the situation was so alarming that there
would hardly any household without a diabetes patient after 20 years. He urged the masses to adopt
healthy lifestyle and change eating habits for avoiding diabetes. Dr Sheikh said there were two main
forms of the disease. People with type 1 diabetes make no insulin and therefore require insulin
injections for survival. People with type 2 diabetes, the form that comprises some 90% of all cases,
usually produce their own insulin, but not enough or they are unable to use it properly. People with
type 2 diabetes are typically overweight and sedentary. Although there is evidence that a large
proportion of cases of diabetes and its complications can be prevented by a healthy diet, regular
physical activity, maintaining a normal body weight and avoiding tobacco, this evidence is not widely
implemented. He said that coordinated international and national policies are needed to reduce
exposure to the known risk factors for diabetes and to improve access to quality of care.Addressing a
press conference at Lahore Press Club, medical experts have stressed the need of massive
awareness campaign regarding benefits of healthy lifestyle and eating habits for avoiding diabetes
and reducing hazards of the silent killer. Prof Aziz-ur-Rehman, Prof Irshad Hasan, Prof Rashid
Ahmed, Dr Shahbaz Sarwar, Dr Waseem Ahmed and Dr Abual Zafar attended the event arranged by
Pakistan Endocrine Society. They said that the situation was so alarming that by 2030 more than
12.5 million people in Pakistan would get diabetes. They urged the pregnant women to regularly visit
gynecologist till delivery.

Pakistan Academy of Family Physicians arranged a seminar at Mayo Hospital. Speaking at the
event, Dr Zaheer Akhtar said that diabetes was mother of several diseases. President PAFP Dr Tariq
Mian and other office bearers were also present.

Pakistan test-fires anti- KARACHI: The Pakistan Navy yesterday successfully test-fired an indigenously-built anti-ship guided
ship guided missile missile, said a spokesman.According to the spokesman, the MT ship guided missile was fired from a
The Nation, November 15, 2015 navy ship during Pakistan Navy’s ongoing exercises called the Sea Spark.He said the missile hit the
target with precision which was a proof of Pakistan’s warfare capabilities and a clear message to
forces of enemies. “In an impressive display of naval fire power, the frontline combat units of
Pakistan Navy Fleet successfully test-fired anti-ship guided missiles in North Arabian Sea Saturday,”
a press statement issued by Pakistan Navy said. According to a statement, Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah along with senior naval officers witnessed the firings onboard PNS
Alamgir.The missiles launched from surface and air units successfully engaged their intended targets
with pinpoint accuracy, thus re-asserting the lethality, precision and efficacy of Pakistan Navy
weapon systems. Successful missile tests are a manifestation of navy’s optimum operational
preparedness. Chief of the naval staff appreciated the remarkable demonstration of professionalism
during missile firings and expressed his satisfaction over the combat readiness of the Navy.Pakistan
Navy is maintaining vigilance and optimum operational readiness to defend maritime frontiers and
safeguard national interests.

5] (U0 )i YR CEN Gl [{o: | Il KARACHI: World Diabetes Day was observed at Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation
facilities to diabetes (SIUT) with a huge turnout of people who thronged the institute to avail free medical investigation
. facilities offered by experts. Observing World Diabetes Day and creating public awareness about the
patients diseases is an annual feature of SIUT where important days concerning health issues are observed
Daily Times, November 15, 2015 : } .
as a part of public education programme. Elaborate arrangements were made to carry out screening
of the visitors in order to detect diabetes. It has been observed that many times the people did not
know about the ailment. Investigation and screening exercise, which were carried out included
weight, height, blood pressure and pulse measurements, blood collection and dietary advise. The
slogan of this year for the day was “Healthy Living and Diabetes”. Medical experts available on the
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spot gave advisory service to the visitors as how to lead a healthy and a balanced life. They were told
that healthy and balanced diet low in fat, sugar, and salt is a must, besides adopting physical activity
daily for at least 30 minutes also helps in leading a healthy life. They were also advised to lose
weight if obese and to stay away from smoking and tobacco. According to a survey every, fourth
individual in Pakistan is either overweight or obese. Diabetes is a metabolic disorder whose
incidence is registering a sharp rise in low income group countries including Pakistan. The
prevalence of diabetes in Pakistan is estimated to be 7.1 million in the population.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to extend its municipal limit by
bring more zones under its jurisdiction. Sources said that the CDA Board has decided to bring Zone-
4 and Zone-5 under its administrative control to accommodate the growing population in these two
zones. In its summary tabled at the CDA board meeting, the planning directorate said that housing
societies have popped up at rapid pace in these two zones and commercial activities have also risen
in these two zones. Therefore, building codes should be enacted and enforced for high-rise buildings,
plazas, marriage halls and markets in these zones. The CDA Board gave approval to extend the
limits of the civic agency and directed the departments concerned to send the matter to the cabinet,
besides soliciting opinion from the district management.

RAWALPINDI: The Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (BISE), Rawalpindi has failed to
pay outstanding dues of teachers, who performed duties during annual and supplementary
examinations. According to the teachers, though the board has announced Matric and intermediate
annual and supplementary results, their dues were yet to be paid despite several reminders. Besides
the teachers, invigilators, assistants and security staff have also not been paid their outstanding
dues, which has sent a wave of consternation among them. The teachers and the assistants said that
they will not perform duties in the future if payments were not made immediately. When contacted, a
senior board official said that the bills have been finalised and the outstanding dues will be paid soon.

RAWALPINDI: Union Council-19 Secretary Rafahat Kiyani on Saturday was suspended for not
reporting 200 dengue surveillance refusal cases from Satellite Town, Block D. The action was taken
by Local Government and Community Development Additional Secretary Mian Najeeb Aslam who
visited the area. He observed that it was shocking to know that such a large number of houses were
still unchecked in middle of city areas where dengue patients had been reported on regular basis. He
also took notice of not provision of gloves, masks, torches and other necessary equipment to some
team members of surveillance squad. Mian Najeeb Aslam along with male and female sanitary petrol
members visited some houses whose residents had earlier refused to allow surveillance teams and
conducted dengue surveillance in his presence. Larva and adult dengue mosquitoes were found from
a home during surveillance.

KARACHI: Karachi University Business School (KUBS) chairperson Dr Danish Ahmed Siddiqui
announced that the school is launching different diploma and degree programmes in Islamic Banking
from the next year to impart knowledge on Islamic banking and finance. “We are starting
specialisation in MBA degree from January and a separate programme for Islamic banking next
year,” he said, adding that the aim is to facilitate the students from religious schools and madressas
to bridge the gap between traditional and modern knowledge. “Higher studies in Islamic banking and
finance will give both of them the opportunities to improve their own knowledge and living standards
and the lives and afterlives of others,” he added. Faculty of management and administrative sciences
dean Professor Dr Khalid Iraqi said that the programme has been approved by the department’s
board of studies, faculty of management sciences and the academic council of the university.

PESHAWAR: Centre for Governance and Public Accountability (CGPA) has deplored persistent
gender disparities in delivery of public education services in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. As per the Annual
Schools Census Report for 2014-15, released by the Education Management Information System
Cell of the K-P Elementary and Secondary Education department, there are 28,178 government
schools within the province. Of these, only 37% are designated for girls while the remaining schools
are exclusively for boys. Similarly, 65% appointed teachers in schools are male; only 35% teachers
are female. This immense gap in education preferences signifies gender inequality in the region and
has serious implications on female literacy rate in K-P.Primary schools comprise of 80% of the
established 28,178 schools, leaving only 5,635 schools for middle, secondary and post-secondary
levels throughout the entire province.According to the report, even primary level schools require
immediate attention since at least 10,370 schools are managed by two or less teachers. For
example, students from grades two and three sit together with multiple blackboards within a single
classroom. School authorities mentioned it was impossible to reach out to grade seven students with
only two teachers on duty already conducting classes at the primary level. The CGPA analysis noted
17.2% of schools have damaged or non-existent boundaries, 31.7% are without any water supply,
39.4% have no electricity and nearly 15% contain no toilet facilities.Overall enrolment in government
schools is 4.17 million for the year 2014-15, which is slightly higher than 4.16 million in 2013-14. Of
enrolled students, 57% are boys and 43% are girls while only 68% of the total population of children
are enrolled into schools. Overall Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) at the primary level (based on the
population of five-to-nine-year-olds projected by K-P Bureau of Statistics) is 89% while GER in
government primary schools is 63%. Total number of sanctioned posts for teachers in government
schools is 138,033, while the strength of active teachers is only 123,380. This indicates at least 11%
of allotted positions are still vacant. The average student-to-teacher ratio at the primary level stands
at 42:1, while at secondary school level it is 23:1.

LAHORE: The 16th International Education Week (IEW) kicked off on Saturday. An EducationUSA
Lahore Fun Fair was arranged on the occasion to help students with disabilities.United States
Educational Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP) EducationUSA advising manager Umair Khan said the
funds raised during the fair would be donated to an NGO working for the students with disabilities. He
said the fair was designed for the youth from diverse backgrounds. He said the event was part of a
series of events organised in connection with the IEW. Khan said schools from all over Lahore
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participated in the event visited by more than 100 families visited. He said stalls of bake sale items,
face painting, caricatures and games were part of the fair. Khan said the IEW was an opportunity to
celebrate the benefits of international education and cultural exchange programmes. He said it was a
joint initiative of the US Department of State and the US Department of Education. The IEW was part
of the effort to promote global learning programmes, he said.Khan said the launch of EducationUSA
Pakistan Alumni Network — the first US graduate alumni network — and a ceremony to celebrate high
achievers would be held during the week. An event called the Alumni Connect would be arranged in
which 50 members would get an opportunity to connect with fellow US alumni and professionals.

KARACH]I: Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar said on Friday that all available resources
should be utilised to make polio campaign effective and no child should be deprived of administrating
polio drops. This he said while presiding over a meeting in health secretary’s office. Health Secretary
Dr Saeed Ahmed Mangnejo, Special Secretary Health Dr Riaz Memon and PD EPI, Dr Agha Ashfaq
Pathan also attended the meeting. He directed the secretary health to manage transportation and
security arrangements for polio teams in foolproof manner. In the meeting, minister for health was
told that during first three days of polio campaign in Sindh approximately six million children were
vaccinated and almost the target was achieved. He was also informed that in Karachi in first phase of
the drive against polio approximately one million children had been administered polio drops and in
second phase which was going to be started from 13th November to 16th November district Korangi,
South, Malir, and some parts of district East would be covered and approximately one million children
would be vaccinated. Mehtab Dahar appreciated the security arrangements and he was also
informed that for security plan for phase 2 the services of 3,000 police personnel were hired and in
Korangi 871 polio teams, in Malir 612 polio teams, in South 801 polio teams would perform their
duties under cover of police protection and rangers personnel had also been asked to increase their
patrolling in those areas where polio campaign was going on. He expressed his commitment that
Sindh Government would make the province a polio free province.

KARACHI: Sindh Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) on Friday raided different government-run
hospitals in the city and rest of the province, seizing record of “heavy corruption” in procurement of
medicines and employment. ACE Inspector Ayaz Pandhiyani led by Aziz-u-Rehman J.M/C. J-IV
central Karachi raided the government hospital Liagatabad and recovered records of embezzlements
for last decade. Similarly, in compliance of orders of authorities ACE Yasir Khanzada led by
Sabgatullah J.M/C. J-Il West Karachi had also conducted raid on Valicka Kalsoom Bai Hospital
Karachi and record of heavy misappropriation and misuse of funds while procurement of medicines
and other hospital charges. The interim report of investigation is under way told Director Nazar
Mohammed Bozdar on the occasion.

KARACHI: US Consul General in Karachi, Brian Heath, visited US Agency for International
Development (USAID) projects in Sanghar, including the District Headquarters Hospital and Khatoon-
e-Pakistan School. A statement on Friday said that at the hospital, Heath noted that he was “very
proud of USAID contributions, particularly rehabilitating the hospital’s labor room in July 2015 as a
part of USAID’s flagship Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (MCH) Program” under the MCH
program. USAID and its implementing partner MCHIP/Jhpiego is providing support to the Sindh
Department of Health in 15 districts, including Sanghar. District Health Officer Aftab Soomro and
hospital medical superintendent Tahir Igbal Kalyar were on site to greet the US Consul General.
“USAID projects, such as these,” said Heath, “are helping to save hundreds of lives in Pakistan every
year”. District Headquarters Hospital, Sanghar started operations in 1966 and has over 200 in-patient
beds, including a 12-bed Ob/Gyn ward. It provides all MCH services (antenatal care, labor and
delivery, postnatal and newborn care, family planning, child healthcare, nutrition, immunization, and
basic and comprehensive emergency obstetrics and newborn care) to the local population. The
hospital is operational around the clock. USAID and MCHIP are working with the Department of
Health to address gaps in human resources and to improve blood transfusion services.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Health Services, Saira Afzal Tarar has said that Independent
Monitoring Board (IMB) report’s findings encouraged the polio campaign and attributed the recent
programme gains. She welcomed the report and termed the polio programme gains as an exemplary
political commitment at federal and provincial levels. The minister said that all was done after
effective coordination among all stakeholders and the administrative support at district levels to solve
operational problems and remove obstacles, a press release said Friday. Saira Tarar said that
government had worked with resolute commitment in coordination with the armed forces and all
stakeholders to ensure a safe environment for the polio workers and to resolve the accessibility issue
in specific areas. The IBM, a body that evaluates the implementation of global polio eradication
efforts, in its report has acknowledged the fact that the number of polio cases so far in 2015 globally
is at its lowest in history. Top international observers of the Global Polio Eradication effort, in its IMB
report appreciated Pakistan’s Polio programme saying that the management and governance
processes within the programme have improved since the last IMB report. The IMB, a functioning
Emergency Operations Center is now in place while shortcomings in data are being addressed and
health camps are operational in different parts of the country, front-line workers are more trained and
access has improved substantially reducing the number of children in inaccessible areas from over
half a million to 35,000. The report titled “Now the Time for Peak Performance” says that, the world
has never been better positioned to eradicate polio. Mentioning of fewer wild poliovirus cases this
year, the IMB particularly noticed Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) where cases are down
by over 90 percent. The report said that one innovation that is proving effective is the continuous
community protected volunteers, involving locally recruited staff on continuous basis within their own
communities and promoting health practices beyond polio vaccination. The prestigious top body
monitoring polio efforts worldwide had met on the 5th and 6th of October in London for a detailed
review of the performance of countries harbouring the poliovirus including Pakistan. The world’s top
public health specialist of IMB, in its recommendations, has stressed the need to quickly close the
serious immunity gaps in isolated pockets in the country. It said that the challenge for Pakistan’s
programme, that is much better coordinated and led than it was a year ago, is to stop the conveyor
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belt of transmission in Peshawar and surrounding large geographical areas”.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is organising a three-day INET
conference in collaboration with Internet Society-Asia Pacific (ISOC-APAC) from November 16t to 18.
The theme of this conference would be “Towards Digital Economy in Pakistan: Building ICT Agenda
for Sustainable Development”. Renowned speakers from Asia Pacific region including speakers from
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT) and national
experts would deliberate on opportunities and issues in Internet developments and challenges in
digital world. INET Islamabad is expected to bring together over 250 participants from the
Government agencies, fixed and mobile telecom operators, Internet service providers, academic
institutions, banks, ICT entrepreneurs, commercial companies and the general public. The event will
host deliberations on a selection of topics most relevant to Pakistan in the context of its journey
towards a digital economy and building an ICT agenda for sustainable development. The Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs) revolution is transforming the way we interact, work and
live, forcing us to ask questions and seek answers about social development and economic growth.

RAWALPINDI: Preparations are in full swing for local government (LG), elections to be held in the
first week of December. The election commission has completed the process of reviewing the form
No 7 submitted by the contesting candidates, District Election Commissioner (DEC), Nadeem Zubair
said while talking to APP here on Friday. The district administration has provided the required staff
for free and fair polling to be conducted in the third phase on December 5. As many as 1911 polling
stations would be set up for holding transparent local government (LG), elections, he said. Separate
polling stations would be set up in city areas for male and female voters, he said. To a question, he
said election symbols have been allotted to the candidates preparing for the upcoming LG polls. He
said the concerned staff including Returning Officers and Presiding Officers, will ensure smooth
polling in their respective areas. To another question, he said Rangers, Police and Army would
ensure security for the local bodies elections. The voter’s lists have been finalized for upcoming local
bodies elections, he added. The citizen of the Union Councils would cast their votes in the premises
of the official buildings, adding that arrangements in this regard have also been made to facilitate
them, the DEC said.

ISLAMABAD: Roots Millennium Schools, Pakistan held the grand Inauguration Ceremony of The
Millennium University College - TMUC to further its academic mission by providing transnational
education through a range of international qualifications to the youth of Pakistan, says a press
release. The landmark inaugural, arranged at The Millennium University College H-11/4, Islamabad
commenced with the reception of the Chief Guest His Excellency Philip Barton, the British High
Commissioner by the TMUC Chief Executive Chaudhry Faisal Mushtaq Tl, the Dean of Academics
and the Head of International Programs. Other distinguished guests that graced the occasion
included Ambassador Masood Khan, Ambassador of Cuba,Patrick Foley Chief Executive Officer of
Telenor, members of the TMUC Advisory Council and parents of the student body. The Chief Guest
was given a tour of the campus by the Executive Director Ms. Anna Faisal, she showed him around
the largest private tertiary purpose built institution in Pakistan, wherein he was shown various
departments, class rooms and other facilities including the library, gym, student lounge, cafeteria and
the auditorium. Later the guests were also given an introduction to TMUC’s aims and ambitions and
then a virtual tour of the institution. In his welcome speech Faisal Mushtaq thanked the distinguished
guests for gracing the occasion while reflecting on the Roots Millennium School’s mission and
commitment to bring quality education to the Pakistani youth so that they can confidently meet the
global challenges of the 21st century. TMUC aims to be an institution of higher learning dedicated to
providing innovative undergraduate, graduate, and professional education. By bringing a range of
international qualifications home, TMUC aspires to be recognized as the leading institution of
borderless education, committed to providing opportunities that exceed local stream of education to
the youth of Pakistan. TMUC is currently a provider of transnational education; we have collaborative
arrangements with renowned foreign institutions with professional and higher education portfolios.
TMUC goal is for every student to graduate with international and transformative multicultural and
global competencies, whether acquired at home or abroad.

The students at TMUC will undertake basic and applied research with a view of revolutionizing the
study of entrepreneurship, leadership, technology, social and management sciences and many more;
hence scale emerging models and research that could eventually be translated into life-long learning,
innovation, education and change for national development. By providing an eclectic portfolio of
transnational higher education qualifications, TMUC would assist Roots Millennium School’s mission
and commitment to developing the right set of skills, attitudes, knowledge and values within
graduating Millennials so that they can confidently meet the global challenges of the 21st century.
Sharing his views on the occasion the British High Commissioner H.E. Philip Barton congratulated
Mr. Faisal Mushtag and his team on establishing a world class institution to promote quality
education in Pakistan. During the campus visit he was amazed to see the technology lab, Fashion
Lab and studio; he was pleased that the students studying the UK degrees will have an environment
to match the quality education they receive. Successively, the TMUC alumni spoke to the audience
recounted their enriching experience of studying at TMUC. The speeches were followed by the Chief
Guest unveiling the inaugural plaque and presenting high achievement awards to The Millennium
University College staff followed by an outstanding display of fireworks. The inaugural ceremony
concluded as the guests proceeded to a seated buffet dinner while enjoying an electrifying
instrumental music performance by the popular music band Khumariyan. With the establishment of
TMUC the Roots Millennium System has created a unique hub of research, service learning,
internship, that infuses experiential and intercultural learning and personally enriching experiences to
its students’ portfolios and making them become Millennials that give back to their country by
studying Economics, Accounting, Finance, Politics, International Development, Laws, computing and
Fashion.

There are a total of 28,178 govt schools in KP with 17,649 (63 per cent) boys schools only 10,529
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: g 43,311 (35 per cent) female teachers. 141 schools shut down during the last year despite the
education section: education emergency in the provinceCentre for Governance and Public Accountability (CGPA) on
rep'ort Friday deplored the persistent gender disparities in public education service delivery in Khyber
Pakistan Today, November 14, Pakhtunkhwa (KP).While quoting the Annual Schools Census Report 2014-15 of KP Elementary and
2015 Secondary Education (E&SE) department, the Centre said that 63 per cent of the schools are for
boys, while 37 per cent are for girls.It said despite serious problems for women'’s literacy rate in the
province, there are a total of 28,178 government schools in KP with 17,649 (63 per cent) boys
schools only 10,529 (37 per cent) girls schools.Similarly, there are 80,069 (65 per cent) male
teachers in government schools while the figure of female teachers stands at 43,311 (35 per cent),
and this reflects a huge gender disparity. The Education Management Information System (EMIS)
Cell of KP E&SE department has released its 24th Annual Statistics Report of Government schools
for the year 2014-15. According to the report, there are 28,178 government schools in KP, which is
lower than 28,319 schools reported in ASC 2013-14 indicating a shutdown of 141 schools over the
year. Out of the total government schools, 22,717 (80 per cent) are primary schools while the
remaining are middle, secondary and higher secondary schools, the report added. It emphasised
upon paying attention to the situation of teacher and classroom availability at the primary level as
almost 46 per cent of government primary schools are managed with two or less teachers.

Similarly, 54 per cent of government primary schools have two or less than two rooms and this
situation is stagnant since the last many years, it said, adding that in earlier analysis, CGPA
observed that normally students of 2 to 3 grades sat together with multiple blackboards in a single
classroom. The report indicates that out of the total functional government schools, 17.2 per cent are
without a boundary wall, 31.7 per cent are without water supply, 39.4 per cent are without electricity,
and 15 per cent are without toilet facilities. The situation has not improved compared to previous
year’'s ASC report. Overall enrollment in government schools was 4.17 million in 2014-15 which is
slightly higher than 4.16 million in 2013-14. Out of the enrolled children, 57 per cent are boys and 43
per cent are girls. Children enrolled in government schools are 68 per cent of the total and the ratio is
declining, it said. The total number of sanctioned posts for teachers in government schools is
138,033 while presently the strength of working teachers is 123,380 which shows that around 14,653
(11 per cent) positions are still lying vacant. The average Teacher-Student ratio at primary level
stands at 1 teacher for 42 students while at secondary school level it is 1 for 23. As per CGPA
analysis, huge investment is needed to provide missing facilities to schools, additional classrooms,
construction of new schools especially girls’ schools, induction of new teachera to these schools
while the KP government is yet to initiate the Tamee-e-School project. CGPA programme manager
Malik Masood stressed that the only increase in the education budget will not improve the state of
education in KP, rather the education budgeting should be transparent and should be allocated on
actual needs, keeping into consideration the geographical and gender disparities. The education
budgets should be proactively disclosed so citizens can monitor and participate in the education
budget planning and implementation stages, he said adding that the ASC report mechanism needs to
be improved as the reporting period of the data is October 2014, and has taken more than a year for
its release. He said the delay in the release may have many direct consequences on the sector, and
needs to be dealt with for effective and efficient planning.

Focus on education, LAHORE: Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that the Punjab government has provided funds of
health: Shahbaz billions of rupees for ensuring quality health and education facilities to the masses. He said that
The News, November 14, 2015 special attention was being paid to the promotion of quality education and improvement of public
health facilities. He said that the revolutionary steps taken by the government in education sector for
the empowerment of youths were yielding positive results. He said that education was the key to
success and funds provided for promotion of education were not expenditure but a useful investment.
He said a comprehensive programme had been started for the improvement of health facilities in the
province. Talking to elected representatives, here Friday, the chief minister said that the development
of education and health sectors was the priority of the government and the all-out resources were
being utilised for this purpose. He said that reforms of revolutionary nature had been introduced for
strengthening of education and health sectors. He said that availability of basic amenities was being
ensured in schools under Schools Reforms Programme. He said that measures were also being
adopted for ensuring attendance of teachers and students. He said the youths were a precious asset
and the goals of progress and development of country could be achieved through imparting them
modern education. He said that Punjab Educational Endowment Fund (PEEF), Danish school
system, provision of scholarships to talented students, educational programmes of Punjab Education
Foundation and the study tours of position-holders to foreign educational institutions were
revolutionary measures of the Punjab government and leaving a positive impact on education sector.
He said that hospitals equipped with modern facilities were being set up in the province and health
facilities were being improved in THQ and DHQ hospitals and rural and basic health centres. He said
that work was being carried out speedily on the project of state-of-the-art Pakistan Kidney and Liver
Transplant Institute and Research Centre in the provincial metropolis. The elected representatives
paid rich tributes to the chief minister for the measures taken for provision of basic facilities to the
masses. They said that Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif had taken unprecedented steps for the uplift of
health and education sectors. Women Protection Bill: Provincial Minister for Women Development
Hameeda Waheed-ud-Din has said women are a future of the country. She said Punjab government
is determined to protect women's rights and eliminate violence against women. She said Women
Protection Bill will be approved in the current session of the Punjab Assembly. She expressed these
views while addressing an inaugural ceremony of making Kasur a safe district from violence against
women. Australian High Commissioner Margaret Adamson, Member Provincial Assembly Mari Gill,
Secretary Women Development Department Dr. Aamina Imam, Country Director Oxfam GB Arif
Jabbar, DCO Kasur Adnan Arshad Aulakh, DPO Kasur Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, DIG Motorway Faraan
Baig, Mrs. Mumtaz Mughal of Aurat Foundation, Zara Oxfam GB, Waqgas Abid from Good Thinkers
Organisation, Deputy Secretary Falak Sher Bhatti, prominent columnist Munno Bhai, Haseena Moin,
district officers and a large number of women were also present.
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World Pneumonia Day ISLAMABAD: Seventh annual World Pneumonia Day was observed on Thursday across the country
(0] ofTAaV/Ye [T (LTI Lyl o raise awareness for protection against pneumonia - a global public health concern. Each year
D Al N R kP ol 2pproximately 900,000 children under five years of age die of pneumonia worldwide. Health experts
said that it is a preventable and treatable disease that sickens 155 million under five children and kills
1.6 million each year. This makes pneumonia the number one killer of children under five, claiming
more young lives than AIDS, malaria, and measles combined. Polyclinic Executive Director Dr Zahid
said that World Pneumonia Day is annually held on November 12 to raise awareness about the
disease, promote prevention and treatment, and generate action to fight the illness. Dr Tariq of
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) said that people can play a vital role to fight the
disease by participating in education programmes, voluntary work or contributing via donations.
News, messages and events promoting World Pneumonia Day should be publicized, he asserted. He
said in spite of the massive death toll of this disease, affordable treatment and prevention options
exist. There are effective vaccines against the two most common bacterial causes of deadly
pneumonia, hemophilus influenza-type B and streptococcus pneumonia, he added. Preventing future
pneumonia-related deaths and illnesses among children and adults globally depend on vaccination
against some of the pathogens that cause pneumonia. Dr Tariq said that most people are unaware of
pneumonia's overwhelming death toll and it has been overshadowed as a priority on the global health
agenda, and rarely receives coverage in the news media.

Greater Karachi Water KARACHI: Major international donors are interested in investing in Greater Karachi Water Supply
Supply Project K-V : Project K-V, but non-availability of required water in hindering foreign investment, Daily Times has
Foreign investors reliably learnt. Karachi Water and Sewerage Board (KW&SB) has informed the Sindh chief secretary

. that various foreign donor agencies visiting the KW&SB have expressed their interest in investment
holding back due to for K-V Project during the deliberations with KW&SB in view of utility and importance of this project
water shortage for Karachi and its population. However, any tangible progress in this respect depends on
IDET AN CEN =T LI AP0k Bl commitment of the Government in terms of complete allocation of water up to full requirement of K-V
Project i.e. leftover 600 cusecs from Indus, it added. While the phase one of K-IV Project with a
capacity of supplying 260-million gallon per day (MGD) water to Karachi is under way, the remaining
phases of the project are unlikely to be completed on time as the full scale commissioning of this
project requires 1200 cusecs of water from River Indus out of which 600 cusecs has so far been
allocated by the Indus River System Authority (IRSA) and Irrigation Authorities of Sindh whereas
further allocation of rest of 600 cusecs water is still in pending. Moreover, KW&SB requested the
chief secretary that through the secretary Irrigation Sindh, the IRSA may kindly be approached to
expedite and finalise the allocation of leftover 600 cusecs water for K-IV Project from the water quota
of Sindh Province according to the spirit of Water Apportionment Agreement between the federating
units of Pakistan in the interest of public at large. According the copy of the letter, available with this
scribe, KW&SB, on the directions of Minister of Local Government Sindh, briefed the Chief Secretary
Sindh about the court proceedings of the hearing of civil petition regarding water shortage and illegal
hydrants in the city by a division bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan. While hearing the case,
the Supreme Court has emphasized on early execution and timely completion of K-V project of
KW&SB in its observation. The court was informed on a query that the full scale commissioning of
this project requires 1200 cusecs of water from River Indus out of which 600 cusecs has so far been
allocated by the IRSA and Irrigation Authorities of Sindh whereas further allocation of rest of 600
cusecs water is pending. KW&SB chief secretary said due to partial availability of allocation required
water the project is subject to piecemeal implementations hence its phase 1 with a capacity of
supplying 260-MGD water to Karachi is in progress. This project comprising three phases, shall
provide total 650-MGD additional water to the city after its full completion court was pleased to
observe that ISRA or Irrigation Department Sindh may expedite the allocation of leftover 600 cusecs
for K-IV project, KW&SB mentioned in the letter. According to the plan, the project would be
completed in three phase. The first phase of 260 MGD started from the current year and would be
completed by 2018. The second phase of 260 MGD would be initiated in 2018 and would be
completed in 2022. The third phase of 30 MGD would be completed by 2025.

Three-day anti-polio ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) from November 16 will kick off a three-day anti-
drive from November 16 polio drive in the capital. During the campaign, 129,000 children will be administered polio drops in
D Al N R kP il the capital. The CDA Health Services director said that the capital has been divided into 16 zones to
: make the campaign a success. As many as 850 polio workers will give polio drops to the children
under age five. Meanwhile, Shifa International Hospital has decided to organise a screening camp
and awareness seminar to guide citizens on adopting preventive and healthy lifestyle in order to
avoid diabetes, on World Diabetes Day (November 14). World Diabetes Day was jointly introduced
by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the International Diabetes Federation (IDF). World
Diabetes Day, on the 14th November every year, has grown from humble beginnings to become a
globally celebrated event to increase awareness about diabetes. Comprising hundreds of campaigns,
activities, screening, lecture, meetings and more, World Diabetes Day is proving internationally
effective in spreading the message about diabetes and raising awareness. The global diabetes
awareness campaign was introduced amidst concern over an escalating diabetes epidemic.
According to International Diabetes Federation, by 2035 almost 600 million people may be living with
diabetes. The theme of World Diabetes Day, from 2014 to 2016 will be healthy living and diabetes
and this year, there's a focus on starting each day right by having a healthy breakfast. "A healthy
breakfast should help blood sugar level from getting too high and should keep you full through the
morning. Whilst cereal and toast may be cheap, these options typically raise blood sugar levels
rapidly and may leave you hungry again before lunch," said an expert.

V4 B {oToTe Mo IT [ R -Ye R {oJ@ ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration had challaned 21 food outlets for
violating hygienic laws selling unhygienic food items in the city during last week. According to details, the ICT Health
Daily Times, November 13, 2015 Department conducted 32 inspections of food outlets during last week, issued 24 notices to the food
outlets and confiscated 37 filthy and broken utensils, besides issuing challans to hotels, bakeries for
unhygienic conditions at their kitchens. The teams of food and health departments also took 19
samples of various food items and sent them for laboratory analysis. Likewise the drug inspector
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conducted 13 inspections of drug outlets and took samples of three drugs for analysis by the
laboratory.

ISLAMABAD: Despite the fact that Capital Development Authority has sealed restaurants and
boutiques operating in residential area, but it has adopted soft tune towards the offices of political
parties operating in residential areas of the capital, the aggrieved parties told Daily Times. The CDA
has sealed several commercial businesses, which were operating in residential areas as well as
launched a strict action against illegal kiosks in the capital, but avoided to restrain the political parties
to run their offices in residential areas. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) has its central secretariat in
street 84 (G6/4), Pakistan People's Party (PPP's) office is located in street 85 (G6/4) and Pervez
Musharraf's All Pakistan Muslim League (APML) in street 86 (G6/4). The ruling PML-N has its
secretariat in F8/3 and PML-Q at Margalla Road (F7/3), whereas Jamat-e-Islami has also its office at
Municipal Road G/6. Earlier, the Supreme Court of Pakistan had directed the CDA to take action
against offices of political parties operating in the residential areas, but the result were yet to achieve.
Khoka Association General Secretary Sarfraz Abbasi told Daily Times, "The CDA has dual policies
towards ruling elites and public at large. Common people like small kiosk owners were suffering
because of CDA's unwanted operation, while political and business giants were enjoying undue perks
and privileges under the nose of CDA administration." A famous business outlet owner criticised the
CDA's management and said that there is a visible discrimination in CDA's dirve against commercial
activities in the residential areas. "The CDA has sealed our businesses but did not take a single
action against the offices of political parties," he lamented. A source on the condition of anonymity
has told that no action against the offices of political parties has been planned so far by the CDA.
Talking to Daily Times, CDA Spokesperson Ramzan Sajid said, "We are initiating operation across
the board against commercial use of residential buildings and there is no discrimination at any stage.
This is a gradual process and we are taking action step by step." The masses are appreciating the
CDA's operation against illegal kiosks, commercial activities in residential areas and encroachments
but have demanded an indiscriminate operation across the board.

PESHAWAR (Staff Report) — Despite its commitment the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Government has
failed to impose education emergency in the province with 26,500 schools still lacking basic facilities
and Tameer-e-School Progamme was yet to materialise. According to official data of Provincial
Education Department, at present about 10,000 government schools do not have electricity, 7,500
are without drinking water, 5,000 lack boundary walls and 4,000 have no washroom. Provincial
Minister for Education Atif Khan said that some 159 schools have been closed in different parts of the
province, mostly because teaching staff was not available. The government has also virtually
abandoned the much-trumpeted Tameer-e-School Programme in the province, as an effective
campaign inside and outside the country for raising funds to provide basic facilities to thousands of
government schools has not been initiated. Education minister Atif Khan recently presiding over a
meeting became angry with the Education Department’s high officials over the inordinate delay. An
official of Education Department said the project was launched by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Government
to encourage affluent individuals to fund missing facilities at thousands of schools. He said
unfortunately the PTI leadership focused more on other issues instead of its priority areas including
education and health. He said that the KP government is relying almost exclusively on donors for
funding its school reconstruction and rehabilitation, provision of furniture, and girls’ stipends
programmes.

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Punjab organiser Chaudhary Muhammad Sarwar has
announced that PTI would protest against the uncalled for increase in gas tariff at all forums including
the parliament. While addressing the PTI joining ceremony of two independently elected Faisalabad
union council chairmen Sardar Javed Dogar and Sardar Nawaz Dogar at Chairman’s Secretariat on
Wednesday, Sarwar that the rulers are sucking the blood of the poor by imposing Rs 18 billion
additional burden by increasing gas prices.Sarwar said the poor were already being squeezed and
the additional burden of increase in gas tariff would be too much for them to handle. He asked the
rulers to explain the fraud of Rs 9.86 billion during the audit of public institutions as well as corruption
in the Nandipur power project. He said PTl would compel the rulers to stop taxing the poor and
withdraw the increase in tariff. Sarwar said the rulers could no more befool the masses by saying that
the “commission” had been eliminated because the people know that no government project was
completing without massive corruption. “Whenever there will be an independent inquiry into the
projects, many government representatives would be sent behind bars,” he said, adding that PTI,
after coming into power, would recover each and every penny of the government exchequer from the
looters. He said the incumbent rulers had not only failed but is setting new records in failures, adding
that the system of corruption and loot would soon be eliminated. He demanded the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to hold an independent and fair inquiry into the matter of transfer of
votes in the by-elections, otherwise the party would go for all other legal and constitutional options.
PTI Punjab deputy organiser Umer sarfraz Cheema, Dr Asad Moazzam, Farrukh Habib and others
were present on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Capital Administration and Development Division (CADD) Barrister
Usman |brahim on Wednesday said sustainable development in education is need of the hour and
literacy rate can be improved on permanent basis through combined efforts from both private and
public sectors. The minister was addressing the oath taking ceremony of the newly-elected officer
bearers of Pakistan Alliance of Independent Schools (PAIS) as the chief guest. Barrister Usman
Ibrahim said that under his command a survey of out of school children has been conducted and
according to the survey, 12,000 children are out of schools and 1,500 children have been admitted to
schools by the efforts of the Capital Administration and Development Division. He said a literacy cell
has been established in the CADD with an objective of increasing literacy rate in the capital adding
that the evening shifts have been started in the government educational institutes of the capital with
the idea of maximum utilisation of infrastructure and more than 22,000 students are studying in the
evening shift. Earlier, speaking on the occasion, PAIS Advisory Council Chairman Jameel Najum
said that PAIS is a platform to increase the literacy rate in the country. He said, "Around 6.7 million
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children are out of schools at the moment and under the platform of PAIS, it is our goal to bring these
children back to schools. The minister appreciated the officer bearers of the PAIS for their dedication
for promotion of inclusive and equitable quality education. He said that only combined efforts can
raise literacy rate, improve educational standards and build the nation for future.

LAHORE: The fire in the oil tanker that killed five workers in a steel factory near BRB Canal erupted
after an attempt was made to plug a hole in it through welding.The incident took place when workers
were mending the hole in the oil tanker with gas-welding rods, a factory worker told Dawn on
Tuesday.He said on Monday night the factory owner asked the workers to get the hole in the tanker
plugged and called a gas welder. He said the workers had emptied the tanker and shifted crude oil to
drums before starting welding. However, some oil left in the tanker caught fire which eventually
engulfed the entire factory, killing five workers on the spot.Hadiara police have registered a case
against factory owner Mian Abdul Waheed on the complaint of Akbar, a brother of Imran who was
killed in the fire.

ISLAMABAD: The government has decided to change service rules of the teachers working in
educational institutions in the capital. The decision was taken in a meeting of Federal Directorate of
Education (FDE) authorities held under Capital Administration and Development Division (CADD)
Secretary Khalid Hanif Sources said that the FDE was directed to evolve working paper for changing
service rules in respect of teachers of federal colleges and schools. As per decision taken in the
meeting, initial appointment of teachers will be made in BPS-16. The teachers working in BPS-14 will
be promoted subject to fulfilment of the condition of educational qualification and in case they do not
meet their educational qualification requirement they will retire in BPS-14. The quarters concerned
were directed to send to the Regularisation Committee the cases of teachers of BPS-14 who fulfil
qualification requirements. The CADD secretary directed that payment of salaries to daily wages
employees be ensured.

LAHORE: The Punjab Horticulture Authority (PHA) employees and union workers on Tuesday
staged a protest against the contractual system of horticulture schemes. PHA Employees Union
(CBA) Secretary General Hafiz Abrar said that they strongly refused to accept this proposed project,
which has been approved by PHA Director General Mian Shakee, adding that PHA gave contract to
the private contractors for looking after five horticulture schemes. He said the project would result in
making 1,000 PHA employees unemployed, adding that PHA employees met DG Shakeel and
requested to cancel the contract of the private contractors but the DG refused to accept their request.
He said “We have suggested to DG PHA if you want to apply contractual system, you should apply
on new projects but out of the city jurisdiction.”

RAWALPINDI: A decision has been taken to set up City Museum in the historical Soojan Singh
Haveli. Funds for the establishment and running of the museum will be provided by the Rawalpindi
District government. National College of Arts (NCA) is already working for protection and
preservation of Soojan Singh Haveli. In order to accomplish this project, Mohan Singh Haveli, which
is adjacent to Soojan Singh Haveli, will also be made part of the museum. Sajjan Singh Haveli
containing 45 rooms was built in 1890. Kashmiri refugees were also accommodated in this haveli in
1980. This haveli was earlier handed over to Fatima Jinnah University and later its control was
shifted to National College of Arts. Rawalpindi District Coordination Officer (DCO) Sajid Zafar Dall
said that the haveli will be turned into museum and several facilities including library will be provided
in this museum. The district government has also decided to set up Rawalpindi Heritage Society
comprising Rawalpindi citizens for protection and rehabilitation of historical buildings in Rawalpindi.

RAWALPINDI: Students have voiced strong protest over imposition of processing fee of Rs 945 by
Rawalpindi Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education on certificates and admission forms for
Matric and Intermediate examinations. Sources said that the board has slapped processing fee to the
tune of Rs 395 on sending admission forms with regard to annual Matric and Intermediate
examinations and Rs 550 for obtaining educational certificates. All the private candidates and
students from government schools will now be required to send additional charges of Rs 945 at the
time of sending their admission forms for annual examinations of class 9th and 10th. It is clearly
mentioned in the examination schedule issued by board that all the students will be required to send
admission processing fee amounting to Rs 395 and certificate processing fee amounting to Rs 550
along with their admission forms and no admission form will be accepted if this processing fee is not
deposited. It may be recalled that the High Court has issued stay order against charging of
processing fee and despite court's orders the board has decided to collect fee. The organisation for
private educational institutions has decided to file contempt of court plea against the Rawalpindi
Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education in High Court for charging processing fee.

KARACHI: A government hospital on Tuesday confirmed the death of a teenager from the mosquito-
borne dengue haemorrhagic fever just a day after he had been admitted to the health facility.The
victim, Shahnawaz, 18, was a resident of Sheedi Goth in Malir district. With the latest addition, the
death toll caused by dengue fever in Sindh so far this year has reached nine.All the nine deaths have
been reported in Karachi where most of the nearly 3,200 dengue victims in Sindh were
detected.Officials said fumigation campaigns had little or no effect until fogging machines were used
to reach every nook and corner of an affected establishment or house.While the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) claimed that it had initiated a ‘comprehensive programme’ against mosquitoes,
the fact is that a large quantity of the insecticide has already expired. Alpha Cypermethrin, the
insecticide used with diesel to kill the deadly mosquito, remained unused for three years in KMC
stores and expired in September last year, the official sources said.They said the dengue prevention
and control programme in Sindh was on a virtual halt, as funds allocated for it had lapsed, pending a
cumbersome process of revalidation. The contractors who had delivered the medicine in advance did
not get payment, the sources said.Last year at least 1,295 cases of dengue fever were reported from
Sindh. Of them, 1,277 victims belonged to Karachi. There were 17 dengue patients who died last
year. The death toll from the fever was 32 in 2013.Most of the victims of the deadly disease in the city

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v



33

57 illegal water

connections cut-off
Daily Times, November 11, 2015

Islamabad Expressway
has separate lane for

motorcyclists
Daily Times, November 10, 2015

'Measures being taken to
control dengue'
Daily Times, November 10, 2015

CDA taking measures to

overcome dengue fever
The News International,
November 9, 2015

4-day campaign against
polio in Balochistan

from tomorrow
Daily Dawn, November 9, 2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<22 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

since 2005 aged between 20 and 34 years, according to the officials.

RAWALPINDI: As many as 57 illegal water connections have been disconnected in different
cantonment areas of Rawalpindi. The Water Bill Recovery Department of the Rawalpindi Cantonment
Board raided various houses in Peshawar Road, Aliabad, Chamanbad Saddar and other areas of the
cantonment. Authorities cut-off 21 water connections for not paying the bill and disconnected 36
illegal connections.

ISLAMABAD: Signal-free Islamabad Expressway would have separate lane for motorcyclists and it
would be first expressway of the country to have such facility. Addition of this facility would not only
help increase road safety, but will also help maintain uninterrupted traffic flow on signal-free corridor.
Capital Development Authority (CDA) Chairman Maroof Afzal expressed these views during a visit to
the project site to review the progress of development work on first phase of Islamabad Highway. On
this occasion, Member Administration and Estate Amer Ali Ahmed, Member Engineering Shahid
Sohail and senior officers of the Engineering Wing were also present. Capital Development Authority
Chairman Maroof Afzal was informed that segregated lanes for motorcycle and bicycle riders have
been have been provided on the signal-free corridor to ensure smooth traffic flow on the roads. He
was informed that manpower and machinery have been doubled to meet the dead line of November
30 for completion of first phase of signal-free corridor. He was informed that pillars of I8 sectors have
been erected and slabs on the bridge would be placed in next few days, while work on remaining two
loops is in full swing. He was also apprised that alternative routes have been demarcated for the
traffic to facilitate the mammoth traffic flow on Islamabad Highway. Speaking on the occasion, Maroof
said that Islamabad Highway is one of the major arteries for access to the capital with ever-growing
traffic, adding that expansion of Islamabad Highway was the dire need of the hour for easing the
amassed traffic flow. He said that this signal-free expressway corridor would be provided with all
modern facilities. The Islamabad Highway expansion project would be completed in stipulated time
priority to facilitate the commuters, he added. He directed the formations concerned of the authority
to complete the development work on first phase (Zero Point to Faizabad) by November 30. He also
directed for completion of work on drainage system and retaining wall along the newly constructed
lane. He further directed the formations concerned of the civic body for early completion of
environmental work on the project to protect and preserve the beautiful green character of the capital,
especially green belts, median strips.

RAWALPINDI: Rawal Town Administrator Imran Qureshi on Monday said that the District
government is taking all measures to control dengue in different areas of the city. The administrator
told the meeting about the steps being undertaken for controlling dengue in the area.
Representatives of WASA, Augaf, Education, Railways, Solid Waste Management, Rawalpindi
Development Authority (RDA), Environment and others also attended the meeting. He said that
measures are being taken to provide clean environment in the city so that dengue spread could be
controlled in an effective manner. He said that directives have been issued to the departments
concerned and teams engaged in addressing the issue of dengue. Meanwhile, the anti-dengue
campaign is in full swing in all areas of the district so that people adopt precautionary measures to
avoid dengue. Banners and necessary material has been displayed to create awareness among the
masses to prevent spread of dengue in the district.

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) is taking all possible measures to overcome
dengue fever and comprehensive steps have been taken to root out disease completely from the
federal capital.In this context a meeting was held here at CDA Headquarters to review the steps
taken by the authority to overcome the dengue virus in city during current year.The director Health
Services of CDA informed the meeting that Health Services Directorate had started preventive
measures to cope with dengue threat right from the February this year as a result of which dengue
cases reported in Islamabad were nominal as compared to the other cities.He said that special teams
were constituted in this regard which carried out inspection visits at 21,513 places up till now and
collected 16,743 samples to detect the presence of dengue larva, however, first sample of dengue
larva was found positive in July which was collected from a shop situated at Shaheen Market in
Sector 1-10.The meeting was further informed that anti-mosquito spray was carried out at 2,880
potential breeding sites, while fogging activity was done at 2,550 places. The meeting was further
apprised that teams of environment wing also channelised different streams and nullahs flowing in
Islamabad to maintain smooth water flow.The CDA chairman was further informed that authority’s
comprehensive anti-dengue fever campaign was also underway under this campaign and more than
20,000 awareness pamphlets were distributed among the residents while 500 awareness banners
had also been installed at different prominent places in the city.On this occasion Member
Administration and Estate Amer Ahmed Ali, while directing concerned formations said that we must
remain vigilant to cope with dengue irrespective of the seasons.He said that the owners of shops
bakeries restaurants tyreshops had been directed to take all preventive measures against the virus
otherwise stern action would be taken against them without any discrimination under the Municipal
Bylaws.

QUETTA: Starting from Nov 10, a four-day polio eradication campaign is being launched in all 32
districts of Balochistan during which around 2.4 million children will be vaccinated. Tight security
arrangements are being made for the campaign.A meeting held here on Sunday with Chief Secretary
Saifullah Chattah in the chair reviewed arrangements for the campaign.Mr Chattah directed the
health department and other departments concerned to make all arrangements for its success. He
said all out efforts were being made for making Balochistan a polio-free province this year. The
meeting was informed that the health department had formed 6,463 mobile teams, 782 fixed support
centres and 311 transit points to effectively conduct the campaign.Additional Secretary Health
Abdullah Khan said that 13,000 vaccinators and other workers would take part in the
campaign.Quetta, Pishin and Qila Abdullah have been declared high polio risk areas because most
of the polio cases detected in the province this year were reported from these districts.Abdullah Khan
said special attention would be paid to these three districts.The provincial government has devised a
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special security plan for the campaign involving a large number of security personnel.The meeting
was informed that complete security would be provided to vaccinators and other workers.Officials
urged parents to cooperate with vaccinators. They called upon the media, religious leaders, social
workers and councillors to play their role for the success of the campaign.
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Anti Corruption Establishment (ACE) & Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) Act in Pakistan

January, 2015 to November, 2015

KARACHI: The Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE) Sindh, has registered 328 cases of corruption in the current year
identiying officials involved in misappropriation of Rs 50 millon.
According to details of a report shared by ACE - Sindh's Chairman, Syed Mumtaz Shah with Chief Minister, Syed Qaim Ali
Shah here on Saturday highest number of these cases pertained to local government department, followed by education
and health departments respectively besides Board of Revenue. A total number of 431 challans were said 10 be submitted
before the courts, after thorough investigations and that relevant courts convicted eight offcials this year.
“The offcials booked for the crime also included those from BPS 18 and 19 respectively. Brushing aside the impression of
taking action only against junior officers, the ACE Chairman said that a medico legal officer who s a grade B-18 employee,
a principal of a college who is of grade B-20 and a doctors of B-18 have booked for the crime. Reiterating that a zero
tolerance policy has been adopted against corruption, Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah said grades, positions and affiations were
not given any consideration.
The ACE - Sindh official said cases have been registered under Prevention of Corruption Act, 1847, Pakistan Criminal Law
1 1991 and Rules 1993; PPC-1860, Corruption Section 161 to
165(b) and Cr PC 1898 respectively. “To open an inquiry or registering a case against the officers of B-21 and above
permission is sought from the chief minister,” said ACE - Sindh Chairman. When a case is registered against a judicial
officer only the Chief Justice of Sindh High Court is competent to accord permission, he said mentioning that for grade B-
17 0 B-20 approval is granted by the chief secretary. Whereas for grade B-0 to B-16 concerned commissioner and for
grade B-1 to B-8 concerned deputy commissioner are competent to open inquiry.” he elaborated and added that Anti-
‘corruption Committee —1 (ACC) is held under chief secretary, ACC-I under commissioner and ACC-lil under concemed
Deputy commissioner.
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102 madrassas sealed for stoking sectarianism

ISLAMABAD: The interior ministry told lawmakers on Wednesday that it has sealed 102 Islamic
seminaries for fanning extremism. Moreover, it has also frozen Rs1 billion in funds of proscribed
militant groups. The law enforcement agencies (LEAS) have sealed the seminaries for sponsoring
terrorism or extremism, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan told the National Assembly in a
written reply to a question raised by PPP MNA Shahida Rehmani. This year, the government has
closed down 87 madrassas in Sindh and 13 in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, he said. Two seminaries have
been sealed in Punjab where a number of students were found in contact with banned groups. The
LEAS have also identified 190 seminaries that receive funds from abroad.
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