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NATURAL CALAMITIES
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Up to the task? Provinces
found wanting on climate
change policy

Express Tribune, August 30, 2015

Waste disposal: Korang

River a bane for residents
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: The provinces have notified, after much delay owing to their own shortcomings, the
respective implementation committees to go ahead with the national climate change policy.In the
first meeting of the policy’s implementation committee, held on April 23 and attended by various
ministries, provincial representatives, climate change experts and development partners, several
decisions were taken to implement the country’s first-ever climate change policy, approved in
2012.The policy was formulated by the Ministry of Climate Change, and was given the go-ahead
by all the provinces, including Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.Provinces also
nominated focal persons to deal with climate change issues in their respective jurisdictions. The
federal units also announced the establishment of climate change units in their respective planning
and development departments.At the meeting, the implementation committee decided that
provinces would nominate climate change focal persons for future correspondence. The
implementation committee was also notified of reporting actions taken in priority areas. It was also
decided that provinces, relevant ministries and divisions would submit short, medium and long-
terms plans for climate change.

The ministry’s forest wing and provincial forest departments also presented the ‘nationally
appropriate mitigation actions’, as per the implementation committee’s directions.Though all these
measures have now been taken; they were not done so as per the schedules given to the
provinces. As per the schedule, the provinces and line ministries were to notify their
implementation committees within two weeks; whereas they took close to four months to make the
notifications.Moreover, in the beginning of May, the provincial governments were to submit their
project concepts notes related to the United Nation’s Green Climate Fund (GCF). However the
climate change ministry was unable to receive an encouraging response from the provinces
regarding the submission of proposals for GCF grants.Ilt may be noted that the GCF works within
the framework of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, founded as a
mechanism to redistribute money from the developed to the developing world in order to assist in
adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate change.Officials have said that one of the
reasons for the delay in submitting the proposals was a lack of capacity of the provincial
environmental departments to outline projects. According to an official, the ministry received more
than 60 proposals by the provinces, of which 50 submitted projects were rejected for not fulfilling
GCF criteria.An official in the ministry told The Express Tribune that the provinces do not have the
capacity or expertise, and that the ministry was also lacking in technical know-how regarding GCF
criteria to support provincial departments.The official also said only one $33 million project for
glacial lake outburst floods had been submitted to the GCF board. Two more projects were
planned for submission by the end of July, but no new project could be finalised for the GCF board
thus far.

ISLAMABAD: The dumping of garbage in the Korang River along the Islamabad Expressway is
fast becoming a health hazard; causes nauseating fumes and irritating motorists and local
residents.Commuters say the Capital Development Authority (CDA) and private housing societies
on both sides of the expressway are responsible for the unhygienic situation; continuously throwing
garbage into the river, and having no adequate waste disposal facilities.Residents claim sanitary
workers and garbage collectors from different localities dump filth into the Korang River; blocking
the water flow and causing flash-floods during heavy rains.Locals say no existing or upcoming
housing society has plans for a separate landfill site to dispose of solid waste.A CDA official said
the location for garbage dumping in the capital is on IJP Road. He accused garbage collectors
from Rawalpindi of dumping in the river at midnight, instead of at their assigned dumping site of
Rawat. He added they have complained to the Rawalpindi Development Authority in this regard.

Killing people is murder but killing nature that results in killing people is not murder. That is why
when we talk about the environment in this country it is scoffed at as a discourse suitable for
developed countries. That is why the destruction of nature is hardly punishable, that is why
governments pay zero attention to preserving and conserving the environment, that is why this
uncontrolled degradation of nature’s balance has caused climatic havoc in Pakistan, that is why in
Karachi thousands for the first time died of an unbearable heat wave and millions were made
homeless due to flash floods but all this is swept under the rug by the explanation that natural
calamities are all in the hands of God. That is where we go wrong as these are aided and abetted
by the hands of man, bent upon destroying every safeguard provided by God to deal with these
calamities. This fatalistic view that is used by the government and the people of this country to
justify the continuous ruination of our natural environment is what needs to change if eroding
natural bodies are to be prevented from producing reactions that cause grave damage to our very
existence.

Pakistan has the highest deforestation rate in South Asia at 2.5 percent. Thus, the land covered in
forest, which was supposed to be six percent, has shrunken to 2.5 percent. When forestland is
changed to non-forestry use, the products and services provided by the forest such as timber,
firewood, water, medicinal herbs, wildlife, carbon storage and aesthetic beauty are lost. However,
aesthetics is the least of our concerns; more importantly, it is the life of humans and the life of the
ecosystem that are affected. Trees are carbon sinkers and help in reducing pollution and
preventing many diseases. Environment-related factors cause roughly one third of all child
mortality in Pakistan, the highest in South Asia. Diseases like diarrhea and typhoid, caused by
inadequate water supply, sanitation and hygiene are other significant types of environmental
damage that make up about 30 percent of the cost of environmental damages. Also, when you
convert agricultural land to urban land, you disturb food security.The reasons behind this planned
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destruction of the environment are money, status and showmanship. Deforestation is a huge
business as wood is being used to make phenomenal profits by the timber mafia, especially in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This includes the involvement of two ministers who have used their positions
to continue this destruction. The heartening news is that these ministers have been removed and
cases are now being levelled against this conduct. Another money-spinner is the land mafia that
looks at lucrative areas of agricultural land and buys it forcibly at throwaway prices and then
declares these industrial zones to resell at a phenomenal value. Last year in Punjab, agricultural
land in Sheikhupura district of about 12,000 kanals was declared fit for a garment city. Hundreds of
dairy farmers who were earning their living were offered Rs 1.3 million in place of Rs five million
(the market price), which when converted into industrial zone prices will climb to billions of rupees.
Millions will be deprived of their honest living and earning due to the greed of the influential land
mafia.Even more deplorable is the royalty subservience of allowing the Saudi and Qatari princes to
come hunting and killing endangered Houbara Bustards. This has gone on for years and only
recently has the Supreme Court (SC) banned the special permits given to royalty for killing this rare
species. A recent case in the SC stated that a prince hunted for 21 days — from January 11, 2014
to January 31— and killed 1,977 birds, while other members of his party hunted an additional 123
birds, bringing the total Bustard toll to 2,100, sources said. The plea taken by a JUI-F
representative was that in return they get Rs two billion worth of projects to develop the area.
Where this money goes is anybody’s guess as Balochistan has hardly seen any evidence of
it. Another very powerful reason is the desire of many politicians to make mega showmanship
projects that violate all environmental guidelines. Metro and road projects have severely affected
the normal plantation and green belts leading to an increased level of pollution and extreme
weather. Lahore is a particular victim of Shahbaz Sharif's obsession with brick and mortar, which
has huge face value but has made Lahore one of the 10 most polluted cities in the world. After
tearing apart the Ferozepur Road with the metro bus, a new signal-free corridor and Canal Road
modification project is afoot. The road at three points beyond the Dharampura underpass is being
widened by removing greenbelts on both sides of the canal. Civil society organisations and
residents of the Lal Pul area say that the government was violating the order of the SC regarding
the Canal Road modification project. River Ravi, which used to be a picnic spot, is now a sewerage
pit where river life has become impossible as the toxins due to the dumping of untreated sewerage
have turned it into a water deathbed.The environment is the invisible life support that only the
aware and educated understand. What is required is a long-term effort to educate children on the
hazards of environmental degradation. While private schools are creating this awareness, public
schools are totally devoid of this text. One initiative that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has taken to reforest
the province is to make it part of the student grading system. Each child studying in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa'’s public schools will be planting a tree and will get extra marks for it. In this way, 5.4
million children will be planting an equal number of trees in the province and will also learn the
importance of preserving the ecological balance. Similar initiatives need to be adopted in other
provinces as well.The real issue is of prioritisation. The environment, like education, cannot be built
as an eight-month project with concrete visible structures that can be projected on the media and
also earn substantial under-the-table payoffs. Though a separate climate change ministry has been
set up, it is just a ticket for ministers to go to exotic places and attend conferences. What is needed
is to empower these ministries and authorities to stall any projects that fail to pass environmental
standards or we will just accept this living sorrow of seeing one of the most naturally blessed and
beautiful countries become a dump yard of pollutants and toxins.

PESHAWAR: In a bid to further investigate the criminal charges levelled against former FATA
Disaster Management Authority DG, National Accountability Bureau Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa filed a
request with an accountability court for the extension of the detainee’s remand which was
honoured on Saturday.Arshad Khan who was serving as home and tribal affairs additional
secretary at the time of his arrest, was produced before the court of judge Muhammad Asim Imam.
The authority’s assistant director Irfanullah was also produced alongside Arshad. The court
granted a 12-day extension in the remand.

NAB claims the officials were involved in embezzling funds worth Rs300 million, released as
compensation for displaced tribespeople of Bajaur Agency. The bureau insists the money never
fully trickled down to the intended recipients and was instead pocketed by Arshad and
Irfanullah.Under the Housing Uniform Assistance Subsidy Project, the federal government and
USAID reimbursed those whose houses were damaged during the military offensive against
militants in the agency. At least Rs0.4 million was allocated for those tribespeople whose houses
were destroyed completely while Rs0.16 million was set aside for those whose houses were
partially damaged. Overall, Rs2.5 billion was set aside for the people of Bajaur alone.“In
connivance with other officials, Irffanullah prepared hundreds of counterfeit survey forms of fake or
ineligible affectees and included the names in the list of payments to misappropriate the funds,”
read a statement issued by NAB.It adds Arshad rubber-stamped all the forms and misled the
Provincial Disaster Management Authority and Provincial Reconstruction, Rehabilitation &
Settlement Authority.Arshad was already in judicial custody of the bureau in another case of
embezzling Rs60 million from the money issued for the affected population from Mohmand Agency
— a major chunk of which has already been recovered. He was arrested on April 3 in the case and
the Peshawar High Court has already dismissed his bail petition.

ISLAMABAD: Garbage throwing at Korang Nullah along the Expressway is causing nauseating
smell and has become a constant problem for motorists using this busiest road on daily basis.
Motorists are of the view that the Capital Development Authority (CDA) and private housing
societies on both sides of the Expressway are equally responsible for the unhygienic situation,
because they are continuously throwing garbage at nullah and do not have appropriate facilities to
dispose of solid waste in an environment-friendly manner.

They said sanitary workers and garbage collectors from different localities dump the filth in the
Korang Nullah, which can block its water flow and cause flood during the monsoon.Locals said that
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no existing or upcoming housing society has a proper design or plan to construct a separate landfill
site or incineration plant to dispose of solid waste produced on daily.Ali Naqi, a government
servant, said he and his colleagues have developed the habit of covering nose even sitting in car
with closed windows while passing through the road adjacent to the nullah. Abdul Salam, a local
resident, said the dumping site had become a source of diseases and should be immediately
shifted from there. Another resident, Malik Abid said he felt ashamed when passed by the road
adjacent to the nullah along with guests to reach his home in Kahuta. Replying to a question, an
official of Capital Development Authority informed that the place of garbage dumping in the capital
is on IJP Road. He said the garbage collectors of the Rawalpindi city are throwing garbage at
Korang Nullah. Several times the Capital Development Authority has complained Rawalpindi
Development Authority (RDA) about the issue but the authority did not take it serious. He also said
that the civic bodies of Rawalpindi are collecting their garbage at night and they dump it at Korang
in midnight, instead of Rawat which is their real garbage dumping site.

‘Rescue 1122 working for LAHORE: The Punjab Emergency Service (PES) is setting up Community Emergency Response
safer communities’ Teams to promote safer communities an.d provide an emergency cover to schools, PES Direc'tor
Express Tribune, August 29, 2015 Arshad Zia said on Friday.He was speaking at the concluding ceremony of a two-day consultative
workshop on A Manual for Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction. The PES had organised
the workshop in collaboration with the UNICEF and the School Education Department.Divisional
and district emergency officers, educationists and members of the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority, the Civil Defence Department, the Directorate of Staff Development, the Literacy and
Non-Formal Basic Education Department and the Pakistan Girls Guides and Boys Scouts
Associations of Pakistan attended the workshop. “This joint venture will prove a milestone in
changing minds with regard to safety measures at educational institutions,” Zia said. He said the
PES had provided training on life-safety skills to more than 42,000 citizens. School Education
Department Special Secretary Ahmed Ali Kamboh stressed the need for preparedness to tackle
disasters.

Karachi ill-prepared to KARACHI: The magnitude of Karachi as the financial, social and economic hub of the country
face quakes, say experts does not add up to the risk it faces from natural disasters such as tsunamis, cyclones and
Dawn News, August 28, 2015 especially earthquakes. With insufficient disaster management preparedness in the city, Karachi is
in a very vulnerable position.This was the peg of the round-table discussion organised by the
Institute of Architects Pakistan (IA), Karachi Chapter, on ‘Disaster risk reduction, earthquake and
disaster management 2015’ on Thursday.

Experts working for different national and international disaster management and rehabilitation
centres and agencies, civil engineers as well as architects, came forth to chart out an effective
strategy for seismic hazard and risk assessment in a city situated in a highly active tectonic
setting.Prof Sarosh Lodi said “Karachi is very similar to Los Angeles in terms of geology and
demography” and therefore the active fault lines both cities were built on made them highly
vulnerable to earthquakes of varying magnitudes. What set the two apart was the manner in which
infrastructure was built to withstand such calamities.

Despite these parallels in seismic hazards, Pakistan lacks historical documentation, has limited
seismic data and has shown just plain disregard in ensuring building typologies to be consistent
with regulations. All these combined have left the city susceptible to widespread damage in case of
a major earthquake, said Dr Lodi.Prof Lodi has dedicated almost 30 years of his life to studying
evolving seismic activity in Karachi. The dean of faculty of civil engineering and architecture at the
NED university, he elaborated how “almost two-thirds of the city has no engineering input with
regards to building structures and thus are ill-equipped to withstand the peak ground acceleration
of a major earthquake”.His presentation comprised extensive data collection in a bid to investigate
the safety of Karachi’s skyline.

Prof Lodi’'s main thrust was on the seismic threat and vulnerability of Karachi. He stressed that it
should be classified as a higher-level seismic zone than it was at present.Ahmed Kamal from the
National Disaster Management Authority charted the vulnerabilities Pakistan faced on national,
provincial and city levels. As per various international assessments, Pakistan falls in the top 10,
from among 181 countries, most vulnerable to climate change, and Mr Kamal said enough was not
being done to prepare for the long-term repercussions if disaster hit.He said Pakistan was facing
multiple hazards. From inconsistent behaviour of the monsoon, melting glaciers in the northern
areas, flooding, drought, higher frequency of cyclones, and overall extreme changes in climate, the
societal impacts of those hazards were too great to quantify through mere research. “This is why
we require a multi-hazard early warning system to tackle head-on the continual progression of
such natural calamities,” he said.He lamented the lack of coordination between federal and
provincial departments in mitigating the effects of natural disaster. This, he said, added to the
impact of the disaster.

The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 2005-2015 was also a topic of discussion. The guidelines
provided in the framework have been adapted by governments around the world with the aim of
reducing the vulnerabilities of populations to natural hazards and therefore reduce disaster
losses.Pakistan has also adopted the framework and has ensured disaster risk reduction on a
national level to be of utmost priority. However, implementation is lacking on several agendas as
prescribed in the HFA, and this may cause large-scale human and economic losses that will be
difficult to overcome.Building codes, or lack thereof, was a subject that Tahir Shamshad tackled.
The vice president of Nespak, Islamabad, he criticised the lack of building codes for various
constructions in Karachi, which is earthquake prone because of its geographical location.Ad hoc
provisions in building codes, poor evaluation of construction sites along with shabby constructions
contribute to higher levels of vulnerability to earthquakes. *

Poor construction plans in place today do not leave room even for evacuation measures in case of
a major earthquake,” he warned.Participants in the discussion agreed on the necessity of giving
disaster risk reduction a more organised trajectory, and bringing together individuals and
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organisations under one umbrella for efforts to be more widespread and proactive.

KARACHI:Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah on Thursday directed provincial authorities,
dealing with the flood crisis, to utilise all resources and ensure continuation of the second phase of
relief and rehabilitation services to the remaining 58,000 flood survivors, living in relief camps or on
river bunds.The CM gave the directives to the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA),
Provincial Relief Department and Sindh Zakat Council, while presiding over a meeting held to
discuss flood relief efforts.He claimed that following proper utilisation of a budgetary allocation of
Rs500 million, the first instalment of Rs142 million, from the outside budget allocation of Rs284
million, has been granted to the PDMA; whereas the remaining Rs142million would also be
provided shortly.

The CM further directed PDMA officials to strengthen, equip and ensure capacity-building of the
District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) - its subordinate office — and include district
chairman of Zakat council and district Zakat officer in the district board committee of all districts,
Sindh Zakat Council Chairman and provincial secretary Zakat were directed to be made members
of the DDMA as well as the provincial Zakat Board to ensure provision of relief to the grassroots
level.PDMA Director General Syed Salman Shah while briefing the meeting informed that around
975,470 people had to be evacuated from Katcha areas, out of which approximately more than
264,000 were accommodated in relief camps or on bunds.The director informed that post-flood
relief materials were being provided to 20,000 survivors in Thatt, 11,000 in Sajawal and17,000
Jamshoro.The CM while expressing contentment over the relief efforts and PDMA’s performance
directed the DG to maintain a record of the items received and distributed. He also directed to keep
water boats, de-watering machines and tents safely in case of urgency and asked him to stay in
contact with deputy commissioners of the districts.With respect to acquiring easy-to-disassemble
low-cost houses, the CM directed the officials to create a combined calamity fund and asked
PDMA managing director and secretary Zakat to work out a proposal and produce it in the next
meeting.The officers were also directed to help people of Katcha areas to resettle in order for them
to resume cultivation.

The relief activities in the flood affected remote areas of District Chitral were accelerated with
special focus on the provision of food items, evacuation of people and restoring of civic facilities
including roads, bridges, irrigation channels and water supply schemes. Chairman, National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) requisitioned two helicopters on the special request of
Provincial Government (PDMA) to carryout relief & rescue operations in remote and cutoff areas of
District Chitral. These helicopters conducted 69 sorties, evacuated 785 persons and transported
50,000 KG of food items to different locations of Chitral. According to District Administration Chitral,
22 teams have been assigned, the task of detailed assessment in the affected areas.

ISLAMABAD: Government and donor agencies representatives on have called for awareness
campaigns to curb rapid population growth highlighting health risks faced by people, particularly
women, in the wake of natural calamities or emergencies.“The country’s 191 million population is
alarming,” Federal Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination Saira Afzal
Tarar said while addressing a seminar here on Thursday.She added that every year, 3.5 million
people were added to the population showing an annual growth of 1.92 per cent.According to
estimates the population will reach 210 million by 2020. Based on these figures the country will find
it difficult to sustain the rapidly growing population, with hardly any improvement in quality of
healthcare services, the minister said.“We all talk about corruption and terrorism, but the biggest
bomb is our ever increasing population,” she said.

Minister for States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) Lt-Gen (retd) Abdul Qadir Baloch said that
Pakistan should learn a lesson from Bangladesh.“They realised well before us the need to keep
their population in control, even though they were a populous majority compared to West Pakistan
at the time of [their] independence. The situation has now turned upside down; the population ratio
of Bangladesh to that of Pakistan is now 40:60,” he said.Director-General Population Abdul Ghaffar
Khan said even population control measures such as adequate health counselling, contraceptives
and medicines, cannot keep pace with increasing demands.“The situation warrants extreme
measures. Our hopes of development cannot be fulfilled if we do not keep population control
approaches in the spotlight” he said.He said girls and women face greater risks such as sexual
violence and higher mortality rates due to the absence of reproductive health facilities, he
added.UNFPA Representative Sarah Masale said Pakistan was one of the most disaster-prone
countries in the world. She said men and women who survive crisis bear immense difficulties in
taking care of those most in need of relief, neglecting their own needs in the process.National
Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Network Operations Deputy-Director Dr Sabina
Durrani said “In any emergency, an estimated 20% of the women belong to a reproductive age
group, 15% are expected to be in an emergency situation, and 5% usually end up in life
threatening situations due to a lack of adequate healthcare facilities.”A skit titled ‘Gustakhi Muaaf’,
aimed at creating awareness of patients who turn to welfare centres for women and children was
also played at the event.

PESHAWAR: The departments of psychology, journalism and mass communication at University
of Peshawar (UoP) have established a competence and trauma centre for journalists.Addressing a
press conference at the Peshawar Press Club on Thursday, Journalism and Mass Communication
Department Chairman Professor Dr Altafullah Khan and Chairperson of the Psychology
Department Dr Erum Irshad said they started the trauma centre in collaboration with the Deutsche
Welle (DW) Akademie of Germany.They said traumatic situations in the field affect the routine life
of journalists.The speakers agreed that media persons in K-P have witnessed harrowing incidents.
As a result, DW had decided to start this centre — the first of its kind in Pakistan.Irshad said
journalism is a sensitive profession and bomb blasts, traffic accidents and other such occurrences
affect the psychological condition of people affiliated with this profession.“Shock, denial, disbelief,
anger, irritability, mood swings, guilt, shame and hopelessness are among the symptoms of
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obsessive compulsive disorders (OCD) which can affect people in the media and lead to suicidal
tendencies,” Irshad said. “Psychiatrists charge Rs5,000 in fee but journalists can get counselling
free of cost.”Peshawar Press Club President Bukhar Shah Bacha and Khyber Union of Journalists
President Nisar Muhammad Khan were also present on the occasion.

Aman seedbeds, seedlings, saplings and standing vegetable crops damaged by ongoing floods in
several northern districts caused heavy losses to the growers, the Department of Agricultural
Extension said. Right now, over one lakh hectares of crop fields are under flood waters in Sherpur,
Jamalpur, Kurigram, Rangpur, Bogra, Joypurhat, Dinajpur, Gaibandha, Sirajganj, Nowgaon,
Sunamganj and Sylhet, said DAE officials. The current floods severely damaged vegetables and
were hampering transplantation of aman rice, the second largest cereal producer, said a teacher of
Bangladesh Agriculture University, Mymesnsingh. If the floods linger, he said, national food
security could be affected. Azizur Rahman, a farmer from Jikargacha, Jessore said that his bean,
papaya, bitter gourd and pumpkin crops had been damaged by floods. Most of the crop fields in
Jatrapur union, Kurigram have gone under water, said the local union parishad chairman Abdul
Gafur. Flood damaged standing late aus rice, transplanted aman saplings and seedbeds and
vegetables on at least 6,346 hectares of crop fields in four upazilas in Jamalpur, said a local
agriculture officer. A DAE report prepared on August 12, show that over 39,000 hectares of crop
fields had been damaged by floods and heavy rains in 34 districts, said DAE deputy director for
monitoring Mohammad Abduhu. DAE’s field service wing director Chaitanya Kumar Das told New
Age that the swelled rivers inundated over one lakh hectares of crop fields, mostly in the northern
districts. He said that in case the flood waters recede quickly, the crops would be raised again. He
said that DAE’s field level officers had been instructed to provide the needed information to
farmers. BAU’s agriculture finance professor Syed Golam Hafeez told New Age that most of the
standing vegetable crops in the northern districts had been severely affected by floods causing
irrecoverable losses to the growers. The northern districts usually grow vegetables commercially,
he said. Agriculture ministry additional secretary and director general of seed wing Anwar Faruque
told New Age that the country’s skilled farmers would raise their crops after the floodwaters had
receded. The farmers would prepare for the robi crops if the opportunity for raising aman rice was
over.

CHITRAL: Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation, a relief of Jamatud-Dawa (JuD), Thursday distributed
relief food items and medicinesw among the calamity-hit families.The relief items, including
medicine, cloths and others were distributed among the flood affected peoples in Bamburet, Ewan,
Reshon, Green Lisht and other areas of the far-off mountainous district. The organisation also
distributed roof sheds among the owners of 40 houses destroyed in the recent flash floods.

Pakistan has experienced yet another year of heavy floods, which have been wreaking havoc in
the country since the beginning of this decade. The increasing links being drawn by climate
scientists and environmentalists between climate change and natural disasters, including recurrent
floods, suggest that severe flooding is a problem our country will have to continue struggling with in
the future.

A German think tank has listed Pakistan amongst the 10 countries most vulnerable to climate
change in its Global Climate Risk Index 2015. Climate change implies a number of challenges,
including worsening droughts, water scarcity and changes in precipitation patterns, causing rainfall
to become more intense and fall in a shorter period. It is this latter problem, alongside warmer
temperatures, which are triggering faster melting of the Himalayan glaciers that is causing serious
flooding across our country.Hundreds of thousands of people have been affected by flooding again
this year as floodwaters have engulfed various parts of the country over the past weeks. Northern
districts like Chitral have been the hardest hit due to flashfloods caused by glacial lake outbursts in
particular. The enormous damage and suffering being caused by the recurrent floods is being
made worse due to inadequate planning and poor governance. There is certainly much more that
can be done to ensure that the inevitable future inundations do less harm.Along with strengthening
the flood early warning system and restricting development in floodplain zones, protecting forests
and natural resources can significantly reduce flood risks. Such measures have been missing from
Pakistan’s flood management strategy so far. Conventionally, we have only focused on the hard
engineering solutions for the purposes of flood control, such as building bunds, embankments and
dykes.Even now, it is the need for dams which is more often stressed during discussions
concerning more effective flood management. There is still no widespread realisation concerning
the utility of wetlands in helping contend with the problem of flooding. This is despite advice given
to us by the Ramsar Advisory Mission which came to Pakistan at the invitation of the climate
change ministry after the country had experienced unprecedented levels of flooding in 2010 and
2011.

The Ramsay experts concluded that preservation of our wetlands would not only provide the most
effective means to control flooding, but also provide a low-cost way to store freshwater and
recharge our alarmingly depleting underground water reservoirs. The Chinese members of the
Ramsar Mission invited our decision-makers to visit the Yangtze River where embankments are
being destroyed in order to restore wetlands. The Ramsar experts even identified sites from where
floodwater from the Indus could be drained during flooding.Pakistan, in fact, has over 200 major
wetlands and lakes, including alpine lakes in our mountainous regions, man-made reservoirs
including the Manga and Tarbela dams, freshwater and saltwater lakes like Lakes Manchar, Namal
or Kalar Kahar, as well as the Indus River and coastal area wetlands along the Arabian
coast.Besides flood control, wetlands can help prevent erosion and play a significant role in
maintenance of water quality of both surface and underground water supplies, and the abatement
of pollution. After the 2010 floods, the heavily polluted Manchar Lake came back to life, and since
the toxins were flushed out, the fish have returned. Wetlands are also home to migratory birds and
provide an important habitat for fish.At present, the expansion of agricultural farms is killing off our
wetlands. It is, however, encouraging to note that our latest National Flood Protection Plan now
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has a section on mapping floodplains, and restoring the watersheds and the upstream forests.
Proposals by officials within the climate change ministry for designing a low-cost system of ponds
to take the floodwater out to dry areas where underground water can be recharged, such as
Pattisar Lake in Cholistan, is also a heartening suggestion. Like many other countries, Pakistan
also needs a separate Wetlands Management Authority, to ensure that the above proposed
measures are in fact implemented.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah has directed the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA), Provincial Relief Department and Sindh Zakat Council to undertake their
combined efforts, utilise all available resources and ensure continuation of the second phase of
relief and rehabilitation services to the remaining 58,000 flood victims who either were
accommodated in relief camps or residing in areas near dykes.He said that after fully utilisation of
budgetary allocation of Rs 500 million, he had granted outside-budget allocation of Rs 284 million
for the PDMA and provided first instalment of Rs 142 million. He assured the authorities that the
remaining allocation of Rs 142 million would be released shortly only to provide timely relief to the
poor people affected by floods.He issued the directives while presiding over a meeting to review
the relief and rehabilitation activities for flood-stricken people being carried out by the Sindh
government, especially at riverine districts of the province, held at CM’'s House on Thursday.

Addressing the meeting, the Sindh chief minister directed the PDMA to ensure capacity building of
its subordinate office, District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), and extend its scope by
including district zakat chairman and district zakat officer (DZO) as members of its district board in
each district and Sindh Zakat Council chairman and provincial zakat secretary as members of the
provincial zakat board so that the rescue and relief activities at grassroots level could be ensured.
He assured the officials that the provincial government would extend its full support in this move.
PDMA Director General Syed Salman Shah while briefing the meeting said that during the recent
rains and floods, around 975,470 people had been evacuated from the katcha areas and
dangerous houses. He said that of the total, more than 264,000 people (approximately) were
accommodated in relief camps or near dykes. He said that in addition to distribution of 75,000 dry
ration bags, 63,830 tents, 50 boats, 73 dewatering pumping machines, 7,500 jerry cans, 25,200
family water filters, 135 water tanks and 114,500 mosquito nets were distributed among the flood-
stricken people.He said that at present the ration was being provided to more than 58,000 victims
under the directives of the Sindh CM issued during the last meeting and added that the relief and
rehabilitation activities were still underway. He said that 20,000 victims in Thatta, 11,000 in Sujawal
and 17,000 in Jamshoro were being provided relief. He said that he had even placed an order for
the procurement of 130,000 ration bags on Thursday to continue the supply of ration to these
victims until the situation normalises.

Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah while expressing his satisfaction over the rescue and relief activities
and performance of the PDMA directed its director general to ensure the inventory of procured
relief-related items and maintain the record of the items either used or distributed among the flood
victims. He also said that boats, dewatering machines and tents should be kept in safe custody
and made functional to meet any eventuality during the odd hours.He asked him to be in contact
with the deputy commissioners, especially of the riverine districts. The CM while discussing the
proposal for getting low-cost makeshift houses and creation of combined calamity fund by the
PDMA and Zakat Council asked the PDMA MD and the Zakat secretary to work out these
proposals and bring their recommendation in the next meeting. He also directed the officers to help
the people in their resettlement work. He said that the PPP believes in serving the people, and
would not leave the people alone in their time of difficulties.

The fact that we as human beings need fresh clean air to live is not only a scientific fact, but also
experienced by us every second of our living life, but still we tend to fight with each other for a
morsel of food and take fresh air for granted. We have just assumed that air around us has always
been there, and will always be there irrespective of what we do or are doing with our lives and work
in these modern times.This natural process has kept the planet (earth) alive and living for time
immortal, that is to say till recently. In the last 100 years or so of human activity and
industrialization — so called modern living has changed this natural balance in favor of CO2 and
against Oxygen. What | am trying to hit hard as a fact is that we the living, breathing creatures of
earth are facing a huge problem in modern times — it is called “climate change” and its effect on our
lives.

Climate change means that the seasons are changing — longer summer, shorter spring and
autumn. Hotter summer and less swear winters. More rains or no rains at all — floods and droughts.
Areas which had colder weather can notice milder weather. Areas that have cooler summers can
feel hotter summers. There was a time when we have 6 months of winters and 6 months of
summers (including autumn and spring). Now we have 8 months of summers which are very hot
and have hardly 4 months of winters etc. This gave birth to the new breeds of mosquitoes and
other bugs that bring in newer kind of disease — malaria is being replaced by dengue. Many insets,
birds and animals species are under threat from this slow but sure climate change, because unlike
humans they do not read articles and information! like the one that you are reading now, to warn
them of dangers of climate change. When species die or migrate, this in turn affects the food of
other species that we depend upon for our own sustenance and our agriculture depends upon for
its survival and growth.Climate change also affects water cycle and that also means more or less
water in seasons when it is not needed or vice versa. Now dear readers, the million rupees
question that has to be asked is why? Why all this is happening?This is happening because we the
intelligent and “rational race” in all our wisdom and science has learnt to produce more than our
needs. To produce for our commercial lust of money, power and just to despise each other’s in a
race for more, and a race for big — bigger houses in a land of poverty; bigger cars in a land where
there is very little public transport; bigger lifestyles when millions of people do not even have a life
style.What | am saying, that poverty and affluence both are affecting this climate change. Poor
destroy forests and plant life just to survive, grow food and to cook it. Rich destroy forests for
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money, furniture, paper and to build more factories, more roads, more urban dwellings and more
artificial lifestyles — all of which produce more CO2 and less and less Oxygen.Deforestization plays
a vital role in climate change It erodes the soil on which we grow food. It is not going to protect us
from heavy floods and subsequently cause droughts in the future. Use of weapons (in wars as well
as in peace times) is also contributing to heating up the atmosphere and carbon emissions that are
fast tilting the balance in favor of energy (CO2) which does not sustain life from energy that
sustains life (Oxygen) on our planet.Dear readers | can go on and on depressing you with
arguments that show how we are trying to make an environment that would kill us and kill our
future generations, but | think | have made my point. Now the question is what we can do to
mitigate or reverse this process. As players in this play of life we all have a responsibility to
ourselves as well as to our children and their children — what type of planet and country would we
leave for ourselves and for our children.l would agree that the biggest responsibility is of the
government to act. The government is democratic, therefore has to be full of our representatives
who are in the parliament (in the house or in the opposition) that are responsible to make and
change laws that would affect the way we live, work and treat our environment. Write to these
representatives; write to newspapers and media as | am doing and force a change — a change
towards sustainable development and less pollution, less soil erosion; less water usages &
wastages and producing electricity with water and reusable sources rather than foreign, more
expensive, more pollute Oil and fossil fuels. More urban transport than cars; more trees and forests
etc. all that protects nature, help sustains life and still eradicates poverty and gives progress to our
country.

The next responsibility is of the Industry and agriculture magnets (the big business) again the
argument is the same — do not buy products for display only, buy what is needed and necessary
and at the same time do not buy that erodes environment and effects climate change. Use the
media to force the businesses to have corporate social responsibility — towards you, your children
and the environment (more oxygen and less Co2)Thirdly, you people! My country men and women
have a responsibility towards yourself and your children. Clean living would be healthy and less
cost effective and protect all that is dear to you. “Do not spend money that you do not have, on
things that you do not need to impress people that you do not like” Therefore my answer to you,
dear readers is: We must grow new plants, take care of trees, don’t through chemicals in water,
don’t use old engines which emit smoke in air, don’'t use coal and wood for burning fire, don’t
through any liquid food or waste on soil and the most important all of us should encourage people
to take initiative in this regard and guide people and spread awareness to build a clean future for
our future generations.

KARACHI: Around 72 per cent of the population affected by the recent floods in six districts of
Sindh and Punjab have left their homes, while eight per cent of the population will leave their native
villages due to stagnant water, disclosed a report issued by the Health and Nutrition Development
Society (Hands).The report was conducted in six districts including Khairpur, Ghotki and Kashmore
in Sindh and Layyah, Muzaffargarh and Rananpur in Punjab. The random survey shows that a
majority of the people had lost their homes and were living in makeshift shelters, using tents,
tarpaulins and bamboos.

According to Hands chief executive Dr Shaikh Tanveer Ahmed, 30 union councils of 10 talukas
were surveyed. Around 87 per cent of the losses incurred were reported for agriculture-based
sources, followed by daily labour at 46 per cent, he added. Losses were also reported in livestock,
regular jobs, entrepreneurship and home-based livelihood activities. He said that villagers were
facing a number of issues, including those related to health and hygiene.

Provincial Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, while thanking the Iranian government
for building five hospitals in flood affected areas of Sindh province for mothers and children care,
has termed the signing of MOU between Sindh and Iranian government a milestone in the history
of both countries.In a statement issued here on Thursday he said that the Iranian government was
building 5 hospitals in 2010 flood affected areas, Khairpur, Badin, Thatta, Shaheed Benazirabad
and Larkana which would benefit mothers and children.Health Minister Sindh added, '40 bed
hospital at Khairpur has been inaugurated while hospitals in Badin, Thatta, Shaheed Benazirabad
and Larkana are nearly in completion.” This action of Iranian government will improve brotherly
relations between the people of Sindh and Iran, he concluded.

CHITRAL: The Social and Welfare Initiatives (SAWI) of Avt Channels has distributed relief goods
among flood affectees in Chitral as the recent floods has caused large scale devastation in the
remote district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and adjoining areas. As per details, SAWI organized third
relief camp and distributed relief items among flood affectees of Chitral. The relief packages
include pulses, rice, sugar, tents, soap, towel, torch and quilts. Talking to Khyber News the flood
affectees lauded the efforts made by Avt channels for relief and rehabilitation of Chitral flood
victims. They said that the SAWI relief packages have minimized to a great extent their problems.
The flood victims complained that the government authorities have did nothing to address their
problems. They demanded of the concerned authorities to expedite relief efforts in the flood hit
area as the flash floods had wreak havoc in various parts of Chitral. It is pertinent to be mentioned
here that SAWI had organized relief camps in the far flung areas of Chitral including Ghost,
Bambah and Majgol. SAWI distributed relief goods among the flood victims who lost their
properties in the flash floods that wreak widespread havoc in the area.

KARACHI: Environmentalists and human rights activists have thrown a pack of allegations at the
Sindh provincial government, which has been proved to have a flawed disaster risk reduction plan
to manage the recent floods in the River Indus.The river has smoothly inundated its entire natural
route and wiped out the constructed infrastructures, agriculture crops and communication systems,
which the activists have termed as “illegally” developed within the riverbed and its catchment area.
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) Chairperson Muhammad Ali Shah and Pakistan Institute of
Labour Education and Research (PILER) Chief Executive Karamat Ali, in a joint statement issued
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on Tuesday, criticised the Sindh government, saying despite its tall claims to have got prepared to
deal with the current floods it has not done anything to reduce human miseries. The government by
manipulating rules had allowed encroachers to clean forest trees, use land for agriculture
cultivation and develop infrastructure, the statement said.lt further said the provincial government’s
move to allow private people to block natural route of the river has caused destruction and losses
to the poor people, mostly peasants and rural workers. The reports coming here from the flood-
affected Katcha areas reveal that majority of working families, who had travelled from other areas
to join as sharecroppers for cultivation, are now mostly displaced. They are looser in the sense that
they have lost everything kept in their poor shelters, while the flood flow had wiped out their labour
ie the crop.The statement said that the river-flood has forced the entire population residing in the
catchment area to shift their families; majority of them even could not take their belongings, which
the flood had washed away. It was the responsibility of the state itself to take permanent measures
after learning lessons from the 2010 floods in the River Indus, which was carrying 1.2 million cusec
water flow and devastated a wide area, causing losses of millions of rupees with destruction of
879,978 houses, 5,655 education buildings, 151 health centres and more to livestock and road
infrastructures. But the government authorities, it added, showed carelessness again and now
even the flow of 650,000 cusec water played havoc with the lives of people, mostly from the
peasant community.

“It is unfortunate that the Sindh government again put the displaced families at the mercy of climate
change, hunger, starvation, shortage of food and potable water to them,” PFF Chairperson
Muhammad Ali Shah said. “I have received information by PFF volunteers and community activists
from upper riparian Kashmore District to lower riparian and tail end area in Sujawal and Thatta
Districts that the river stream took its natural flow within the limits of two embankments, both left
and right. There is no report of breaches of dykes - no report of overflowing in the river’s entire way
to reach its natural end to the Arabian Sea via the Indus Delta.”Shah said the flood is a lifeline of
the river, which brings sediments and nutrients to keep the land fertile, mostly preventing the
intrusion by sea. “I am receiving news from the scattered island communities, located near Khario
Chhan and Keti Bunder, people are celebrating the arrival of fresh water. This is because these
people love the nature and are happy,” he said. Both PFF and PILER blamed the Sindh
government’s poor planning of averting damages to even coastal communities who have lost their
shelters and belongings in many areas due to the floods. They suggested the provincial
government to restore the natural flow of the River Indus; ensure reforestation in its natural land
after retrieving the same earlier awarded to influential landlords; give alternate lands for
resettlement of the riverine and landless peasant families for their safety; and a fresh study may be
conducted by experts in consultation with forest communities to design a plan in the light of learned
lessons.They also suggested allowing landless peasants to cultivate the pieces of catchment area
land only in the winter season for crops and avoid cultivation during the summer so that the river
ecology may sustain.Both PILER and PFF also advised the civil society organisations to come
together and raise a strong voice to get the government realise the situation and design a strategic
plan in future to avoid any loss to the poor people and country’s economy.

As waters recede, some flood-hit people are starting to return to their homes in Punjab and Sindh,
according to National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) data.The number of people in relief
camps established in Punjab has plummeted from 10,615 to 65 in the past 10 days, as people start
heading back.The United Nations’ Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
also confirmed that, “Flash floods hit eight districts of Punjab, affecting an estimated 463,902
people. The situation has stabilised and affected populations are returning from temporary
camps.”While some people in Sindh have started returning to their homes, high, though receding
waters at Kotri mean that a very large number of people are still stuck in camps. Those in camps
rose from 217,174 10 days ago to peak at nearly 350,000 late last week. But it has since come
down to 329,877 in the past two days.According to the flood forecasting division of Meteorological
Department in Lahore, all rivers and nullahs were flowing normal across the country apart from
River Indus at Kotri.Flash floods have so far affected 1,529,189 people across the country since
mid July.The floods have also affected 4,065 villages in the country, leaving 224 people dead and
201 injured.

LAHORE : Chief Relief Commissioner Punjab Nadeem Ashraf has said a survey of losses caused
to houses and crops owing to flood and rains will be completed till August 31 while payment of
compensation to victims will be completed in two phases. He expressed these views while
addressing a meeting of Flood Cabinet Committee here Wednesday. Nadeem Ashraf said
compensation would be paid from September 1 in the first phase while on September 10 in the
second phase. He said Rs 80,000 would be given to victims whose cemented houses had been
destroyed completely due to rain and flood while Rs 40,000 will be given to owners whose
cemented houses had been partially destroyed.Similarly, Rs 40,000 will be given for ordinary
houses destroyed completely and Rs.20,000 compensation will be given for partially destroyed
ordinary houses. He said Rs 10,000 per acre will be given to owners of 12.5 acre land for damage
of crops. He said, payment centers will be launched in flood-affected districts in this regard so that
victims could be facilitated under one roof and payment could be made through a nearby bank.

Every year, floods wreak havoc across the country, but our so-called 'welfare state' is unable to
resolve this gigantic problem. Recent floods have affected over one million people, which also
exposed a widening gap between different institutions and their inability to respond effectively.
Given this, there is a likelihood of flooding due to torrential monsoon rains. The National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) and Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) have failed
to effectively respond to these tragedies.

Unfortunately, the mindset of our leaders is elitist; instead of serving the poor, they seem ignorant
of people's suffering. Some of the causes of floods are lack of proper urban management, solid
waste management, scientific planning, unrestricted dumping of solid waste and illegal sand
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mining. The settlement of people near rivers has also mounted a plethora of problems.

In order to solve the issue, the government should allocate hefty resources to disaster
management, inter alia, implementation of disaster reduction strategies, policies, laws and
regulations by streamlining all institutions. The engagement of all state institutions is vital in this
regard.The government should make alternative arrangements for the people living near these
rivers and resettle them so as to decrease the risk of more losses. With proper planning and
development of building codes, the government can significantly reduce loss of lives and property.
It should also empower local authorities via decentralisation and allocate a significant amount of
resources for proper formulation and implementation of policies. Needless to say, the training of
government officials is a prerequisite to hone the skills of scientific management, decision making
and prescient policy formulation. Similarly, there must be proper accounting of disaster risk in the
form of scientific collection of data, manuals, mapping standards, operating procedures and
estimates, which can come handy. Similarly, there must be proper coordination between national
and provincial disaster management authorities for coherent policies and sustainable development.
Lastly, there must be technical assessment of flood impacts on agriculture, health, housing and
education. With the help of these assessments, it will be easy for the district administrators to
resettle the people.

ISLAMABAD : The Supreme Court was moved yesterday to take action against the officials of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad for not taking preventive measures to save citizens living along the
banks of Nullah Lai from floods.Abdullah Tahir, a lawyer, filed the petition under the article 184(3)
of constitution and prayed to constitute a judicial commission comprising retired judges of Supreme
Court or high courts and engineers, nominated by Pakistan Engineering Council, to inquire and
submit a detailed report of preventive measures taken by the authorities.The petition sought arrest
of the officials responsible for the neglecting the issue of overflowing in Nullah Lai, as almost every
year Rawalpindi areas face flash floods.The petition also sought the court’'s directives to the
respondents for commencing Nullah Lai project to save lives and properties of inhabitants of
Rawalpindi/ Islamabad from floods without further delay.The secretary to the chief minister Punjab,
chairman Capital Development Authority, chairman Rawalpindi Development Authority, district
coordination officer Rawalpindi, and chief engineer flood, Federal Flood Commission, are made
respondents in the petition.The petition mentioned that during the last 70 years (1944 to 2015)
more than 20 floods have caused damages, but still there is no planning to save the people of
Rawalpindi.He stated that on July 23, 2001 a total of 620mm rainfall was recorded within 10 hours
at Islamabad metrological station.The water level of Nullah Lai rose and all houses and road
bridges along the stream were swept away.A total of 74 people died, 40,000 people were affected,
742 cattle perished, and 1,087 houses were completely damaged while 2,448 homes were
damaged partially.Estimates indicated a loss of Rs 15 billion to infrastructure, government property
and to small medium scale business enterprises.Everyone is aware that every year during the
monsoon season the water level in Nullah Lai increases and poses threat to the people in
Rawalpindi living on the banks of the stream, but the relevant authorities have done nothing to
address the problems of residents of those areas.The Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) had given grants, technical assistance and equipment for the safety of people living along
the banks of Nullah Lai but the attitude of respondents is hopeless, the petition said.The project of
Nullah Lai should be on the priority of the provincial government but it gave importance to metro
project bus and ignored the huge loss to the inhabitants of twin cities every year.The petitioner said
the metro bus project worsened the Nullah Lai’'s overflowing problem.When the digging was done
during the project, the mud, which was taken out, was thrown into the natural streams of
Islamabad.These streams which join the Nullah Lai have become narrower therefore the water flow
in the streams have increased and now the water reaches Nullah Lai more quickly and with more
pressure and force.

SUKKUR: The mighty River Indus is Pakistan’s lifeline. Millions of people in the agriculture sector
rely on it for sustenance. Every now and then, however, a high flood proves quite troublesome for
the thousands living in the riverine areas, damaging their crops and forcing them to abandon their
homes and move to higher ground.Even in this adversity, the mighty Indus proves quite a
benefactor as it allows the irrigation officials ample opportunity to mint money. Interestingly, all the
funds embezzlement and corruption done during the time of a flood goes unchecked. The irrigation
officials cunningly choose this time of emergency to swindle millions of rupees in the name of
repairs where seepage and erosion occurs.A huge chunk of public money is spent on facilitating
the visits of VIPs to these barrages and protective embankments, only to line pockets with more
funds. The mighty Indus, with its generous heart, has been concealing this corruption for a long
time.

Better late than early

It is a common practice in the irrigation department that vulnerable points of the protective
embankments are spotted much ahead of the flood season. Subsequently, instructions are issued
to the relevant officials to move heavy machinery, stone and earth-filled bags to those spots to
avoid any mishap. Instead of fortifying the vulnerable points, however, the irrigation officials wait for
a high flood to start eroding the protective embankment or let it start seeping before springing into
action.A retired officer of the irrigation department, speaking on the condition of anonymity,
told The Express Tribune that corrupt officials hope for the erosion or seepage each year as it
provides them the opportunity to mint money. The work carried out during a flood emergency does
not require prior permission from the high-ups and is therefore seen as a golden opportunity to
make money. Besides, he said, there is no check on how many truckloads of the stone or earth-
filled bags have been emptied in the river, because the prime objective is to stop the erosion or
seepage.The contractors and officials connive together to charge heavy amounts for work which
was never done in the first place, said the official. “For example, if a contractor claims he has
dumped 100 truckloads of stones at the site of erosion, no one can challenge him, because over
half of the stones dumped at the time of emergency are washed away by the strong current of
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water,” he explained.Guddu Barrage Chief Engineer Irshad Memon told The Express Tribunethat
vulnerable doesn’'t mean that seepage or breach could occur at that particular point. It is rather an
assumption that in case of a high or very high flood, the wave might affect that point.In a flood
emergency, the irrigation department keeps heavy machinery, stones and earth-filled bags on the
ready to cope with any situation, said Memon. Speaking about an emergency situation at the time
of erosion or seepage, he said that the contractors immediately start dumping stones and earth-
filed bags on the spot with the help of irrigation officials.As far as the number of truckloads is
concerned, Memon reasoned that the irrigation officials are always present at the spot to keep
account. Some officials might be involved in malpractice, but not everyone is the same, he
defended.Meanwhile, a retired chief engineer of the Guddu Barrage, Noor Mohammad Baloch,
told The Express Tribune that as far as the matter of vulnerable points is concerned, each and
every inch of the protective embankment is vulnerable, because it is earth filled. There are some
points, however, where the water hits with added pressure. These are kept under observation to
avoid any mishap, he said. He admitted that the work done during this period goes unchecked and
unaudited.

ISLAMABAD: A petition was moved in the Supreme Court on Monday to take action against
officials of Rawalpindi and Islamabad for not taking preventive measures to save the lives of
people residing alongside Nullah Leh from annual floods.Abdullah Tahir, an advocate, filed a
petition under Article 184(3) of the Constitution and prayed to constitute a judicial commission
comprising retired judges of the Supreme Court or high courts and engineers, nominated by the
Pakistan Engineering Council, to inquire and submit a detailed report of preventive measures taken
by the authorities.The petition asks the government “to direct the respondents to commence Nullah
Leh project to save lives and properties of inhabitants of Rawalpindi/ and Islamabad from regular
floods without further delay.”Secretary to the Punjab chief minister, heads of the Capital
Development Authority and Rawalpindi Development Authority, Rawalpindi district coordination
officer, and chief engineer flood at the Federal Flood Commission have been made respondents in
the petition.The petition mentioned that in the last 70 years (1944 to 2015) more than 20 floods
have caused damages but still there is no planning to save the people of Rawalpindi.

The petition stated that on July 23, 2001, a total 620mm rainfall was recorded within 10 hours at
Islamabad’s metrological station. The water level at Nullah Leh rose and all houses and road
bridges along its path were swept away. A total of 74 people died, 40,000 were affected, 742 cattle
perished, 1,087 houses were completely damaged besides 2,448 being partially damaged.
Estimates indicated a loss of Rs15 billion to infrastructure, government property and to small and
medium scale business enterprises, the petitioner claims.Everyone is aware that every year during
the monsoon season, water level in Nullah Leh increases and poses a threat to the people of
Rawalpindi living alongside it, but the relevant authorities have done nothing to address these
problems, it states further.The Japanese International Cooperation Agency has given grants,
technical assistance and equipment for the safety of people living alongside the stream but the
attitude of respondents is hopeless, the petitioner explained.The Nullah Leh project should have
been a priority of the provincial government but it gave importance to the metro bus and ignored
this grave crisis, he adds.The petitioner said the Metro Bus Project worsened Nullah Leh’s
overflowing problem since the earth removed in the digging process was dumped into the stream
causing it to become narrower.

GILGIT: Provincial government is wasting the budget worth of millions of rupees, while hundreds of
families have been displaced as the result of recent floods. A large number of population have
been affected and government has no program to rehabilitate them. People are craving for drinking
water in Gilgit, water has been supplied only for 3 hours a day which is insufficient. Water complex
of Fateh Bagh and Amheri complex have turned into ruins. These views were expressed the leader
of Majlis Wahdat Muslimeen and Secretary Khairul Amal Foundation Gilgit region Bakhtawar Khan
in his statement.He said that Muslim League government’s slogan of change within 100 days is
only a farce. There is no chance of change in 100 days even in next five years. Even X-ray film in
district headquarter hospital is not available. Water is supplied only for three hours a day in the city.
There are heap of garbage in most places of the city and government is showing its interest to
organize a festival.He said that Amheeri and Fateh Bagh water complex has turned into ruins. No
one is there to question the contractors. It seems that Muslim League Nawaz will break the records
of corruption of Peoples party. Roads of Gilgit city have been turned into ruins. Shaheed Millat
road, Ameer Jahandar shah road, river view road, babar road, Domiyal link road, Yonial road is
badly broken in various places. Shaheed Zamir Chock to Anjuman Hussainia road is completely
deteriorating.He said that those who are claiming to eliminate corruption are awarding contracts ofr
repairing roads which was affected by floods and other development work to party (Leagui)
activists. In this way, flood has become a blessing for N-Leagui contractors. He further said that
government should make its priorities right in solving the people's problems and should ensure the
delivery of basic necessities.

PESHAWAR / KARAK: While consistent anomalies in Monsoon patterns were already too hot to
handle for the meteorological department, enraged weather systems looming large across Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa have spurred the Provincial Disaster Management Authority into relief work that at
times exceeds its capacity.On Sunday, a whirlwind went on a rampage in Karak. It not only
uprooted trees and decimated houses but also paved way for a low-line flood. Locals said around
10am, a column of air emerged out of nowhere and destroyed everything in its path in Kabir Kalay.
When it didn’t spare deep-rooted trees, the mud houses and shacks of the village were out of the
question.

According to a met office staffer, the intensity of whirlwind could not be measured neither can
much be said about the whys and hows of the weather system in the area — the reason to which is
known to all. However, six women, including three minor girls, were injured when the wind caused
the roof of their house to fall on their heads in two rooms, read a Provincial Disaster Management
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Authority statement.They were rushed to District Headquarters Hospital from where two were
shifted to Peshawar for further treatment. All six belong to the same family. The last time a
whirlwind of this kind was witnessed in Karak, the ruling parties for whom changing weather
systems are of no interest, in both the Centre and K-P, were not even in office.In a hurried attempt
to get things going, the PDMA sent two tents and six blankets for the affected family, since tents
are ideal for resisting anomalies of this kind. Fearing more losses may occur, another 100 tents
were dispatched with enough supplies to cater to the needs of anyone affected in the near future.lt
also issued an advisory of heavy rains in a minimum of seven districts. The statement said
scattered showers could take place across Malakand, Peshawar, Hazara, Mardan and Kohat
divisions. Meanwhile Bannu, DI Khan and adjoining areas will also not be spared entirely.

Where to go?

In the absence of a weather recording system or an academic approach towards it, both the met
office and PDMA are struggling to make sense of what is going on. An official privy to the
coordination channels between the two departments told The Express Tribune, “The only
understanding of these climatic changes is that they are part of a global phenomenon.” The
approach stops at just that. He said there is hardly any understanding of local particularities when it
comes to the weather. “The ministry is of no use. Hardly any real work has been done.”’A met
department official concurs. “Our technological backwardness is a fact known to all,” he said,
adding while we try to do our best, most areas of the province are not even equipped with basic
facilities to measure the amount of rain. “Our readings and conclusions are based on calculated
guesses and prayers.”lt is clearly not all fun and games as the departments are treating the issue.
Between July 1 and August 21, there have been 102 deaths and 108 people have been injured
because of weather systems. Unofficial calculations suggest 3,293 houses were partially damaged
while 684 were fully razed to the ground.While the government and its subsidiary organisations
grapple with the situation in not the best of ways, the province is stilling witnessing damage. “It's
not just terrorism this time. It's the climate.”

New policy being framed ISLAMABAD: A new national policy is being prepared to address issues such as scarcity of water,
to address water issues inequities in its distribution, food insecurity and lack of unified planning and management. The
Express Tribune, August 24, 2015 policy, being prepared by the Ministry of Water and Power, aims at improving fresh water use;
developing hydropower projects for economic growth; ensuring food security; expanding available
water supply and adapting to climate changes, population and other large scale stresses.According
to documents with The Express Tribune, some key features in the draft policy prescribe an
integrated water resources management regime to fully utilise the available resources through
reservoirs, conservation, efficient use, and recycling wasted water for possible domestic,
agricultural and industry use.The proposed policy calls for upgrading the water sector’s information
systems; improving watershed management through soil conservation; catchment area treatment;
increasing forest cover; restoring the ecology; flood management; promoting integrated water
management; encouraging rainwater harvesting technology; controlling groundwater pumping; and
adequate water pricing (abiana).The policy also lays down measures for sustainability of the
irrigation system, encourages private beneficiary participation and capacity building of water
institutions.With regards to water use and allocation, the policy states that all recognised sectors
may lay out their prioritised demands in areas such as drinking requirements (including for
livestock and sanitation), irrigation and reclamation needs, hydropower, industry, river systems,
wetlands, aquatic life, forestry, recreation, sports and navigation.The draft policy cites the
intensification of floods, erratic monsoon rains, droughts, receding glaciers threatening water
inflows into the Indus River system, siltation of reservoirs caused by increased flooding as some of
the phenomena of climate change.lt also mentions other impacts such as shorter spells of
snowfalls and prolonged melting causing mass imbalances, intrusion of saline water in the Indus
Delta that is adversely affecting coastal agriculture, mangroves and fisheries, and rising
temperatures in arid and semi-arid regions lowering agricultural productivity.

Rising temperatures will increase the water needs of crops, cattle and households, the draft says,
adding that precipitation patterns will become more complex, less predictable and have stronger
regional variations.The policy also says aquifers may also be adversely affected by negative
impacts on agricultural outputs and climate change, and that adaptive policy measures will be
formulated to adjust to the impacts of climate change.Regarding trans-boundary water sharing, the
draft says provisions in the Indus Water Treaty for unlimited hydropower development in the upper
catchments has the potential of threatening water availability in the lower catchments during low-
flow periods.The draft adds that the treaty did not provide for minimum environmental downstream
flows to international boundaries for the eastern rivers, which has exposed downstream
populations to serious environment hazards. At the same time, upstream developments on the
Kabul River are being planned with no formal agreement on sharing water from the river, the report
says.

Flood control Every year floods wreak havoc all across the country but our so-called welfare state has yet to
The News, August 24, 2015 come up with a plan to mitigate losses to infrastructure and the lives of people from this natural
disaster. The recent floods, in addition to affecting over one million people, have exposed gaps
between different institutions and their inability to respond effectively to emergency. Some of the
proximate causes of the damage due to floods are: the lack of proper urban management, the
absence of a solid waste management system, scientific planning, unrestricted dumping of solid
waste and illegal sand mining. Encroachments along river banks are another big issue.In order to
take flood control measures, the government should allocate resources to disaster management —
ie, implementation of strategies, policies, laws and regulation by streamlining all institutions.
Similarly, development and implementation of a land use policy is necessary for disaster
management. There are many nullahs passing through big cities in the country. The government
should make alternate housing arrangements for people living along the banks of these nullahs
and resettle them. With proper house planning and building codes, the government can
significantly reduce damage to property. For this it should empower local authorities and allocate
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funds for proper formulation and implementation of policies. Needless to say, training of
government officials is a prerequisite to hone the skills of scientific management, decision-making
and prescient policy formulation. Similarly, there should be proper ways to scientifically collect
data, prepare manuals, mapping standards, operating procedures and estimates. Muhammad
Wajid Munir

LAHORE: The Met office warned on Sunday that heavy rain in Punjab, Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan over next 24 hours might increase flow in rivers leading to flash flood, particularly in
Chitral and GB.According to the weather forecast, rain is expected at isolated places in Gilgit,
Ghizar, Hunza-Nagar, Skardu, Diamer, Ghanche and Astore districts.Similarly, heavy rain is likely
in Islamabad and different parts of Kashmir and Punjab, including Lahore, Chakwal, Gujranwala,
Hafizabad, Sialkot, Narowal, Gujrat, Rawalpindi, Attock, Jhelum, Mandi Bahauddin, Kasur,
Sheikhupura and Nankana Sahib and some districts in the southern region of the province.Rain is
also likely at scattered places in upper parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Federally Adminis-
tered Tribal Areas.Sindh is expected to have hot and humid weather. But there are chances of light
rain/drizzle in coastal areas. Balochistan is also likely to remain hot and dry. However, rain may fall
in isolated areas of Sherani, Zhob, Musakhail, Loralai and Barkhan districts.On Sunday, Risalpur
received 37mm of rain, Chakwal 12mm, Okara 11mm, Bunji 10mm, Lahore 8mm, Astore 5mm,
Kakul, Pattan, Garhi Dupptta and Zhob 4mm, Islamabad 3mm and Skardu 1mm.

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Flood Commission (FFC) has said River Indus is flowing in high flood
at Kotri Barrage with water discharge of 495,000 cusecs and low flood at Chashma Barrage and
“Guddu — Sukkur” Reach with outflow of 273,000 and 240,000 cusecs respectively.According to
daily FFC report on Sunday River Kabul is also flowing in low flood at Warsak with discharge of
200,000 cusecs.Other main rivers including Rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi & Sutlej are flowing
normal.The actual river flows and reservoir elevations indicates that both Tarbela and Mangla
Dams have attained their respective Maximum Conservation Levels of 1550.00 feet and 1242.00
feet.

According to Flood Forecasting Division, Lahore, yesterday’s trough of Westerly Wave continues to
prevail over northern parts of the country, whereas Seasonal Low lies over Northwestern
Balochistan. Moist current is penetrating into Punjab & Kashmir upto 4000 feet.As predicted by the
Flood Forecasting Division, Lahore, scattered thunderstorm/ rain of moderate intensity with
isolated heavy falls is expected over North and Northeastern Punjab (Rawalpindi, Lahore,
Sargodha & Gujranwala Divisions), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Malakand, Hazara, Peshawar, Kohat &
Bannu Divisions) and Gilgit-Baltistan including upper catchments of Rivers Indus, Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi and Sutlej during the next 24 hours.Significant rainfall events as reported by the Flood
Forecasting Division, Lahore during the past 24 hours include; Risalpur = 37 mm, Chakwal = 12
mm, Okara = 11 mm and Bunji = 10 mm.

BOONI:One month after the flash floods devastated and wiped off a number of villages in different
parts of Chitral on July 25, the government has taken no tangible steps to rehabilitate the affected
people except handing them food packets.Even the departments concerned took almost a month
to reopen the only road connecting upper and lower Chitral that was washed away near Kuragh on
July 17.In the meanwhile, public representatives in Chitral continue looking towards the KP
government and making tall claims about the rehabilitation of the displaced people.On the other
hand, the PTl-led provincial government seems more interested in publicizing Imran Khan in the
flood-hit valley by handing over a China blanket, 20 kg wheat flour along with a publicity pamphlet
carrying the portrait of Imran Khan to some of the affected families. The government had initially
announced that the owners of the completely damaged houses would be provided Rs500,000
each while after being declared as a calamity-hit district the people of Chitral would get wheat at
half of the current rate and all their agricultural bank loans would be waived. However, so far no
action has been taken on these promises.The flood-affected people compalined that the
announcement by the government to rehabilitate them in safer places also turned out to be a
hollow promise. They said apart from teh short-term measures the governmnet should devide a
long-term plan to rehabilitate the displaced people.

HYDERABAD: The Federal Flood Commission (FFC) has said River Indus is flowing in high flood
at Kotri Barrage with water discharge of 495,000 cusecs and “Guddu and Sukkur’ reach with
outflow of 273,000 and 240,000 cusecs respectively.According to daily FFC, River Kabul is
also flowing in low flood at Warsak with discharge of 200,000 cusecs.Meanwhile, other rivers
including Rivers Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi & Sutlej are flowing normal.The actual river flows and
reservoir elevations indicates that both Tarbela and Mangla Dams have attained their respective
Maximum Conservation Levels of 1550.00 feet and 1242.00 feet.

KARACHI: We have been ignoring national interest when it comes to building new water
reservoirs, as no a single new dam was constructed since 1977.If we fail to build any new dam in
the next decade, Pakistan would definitely fall victim to a big disaster.Former chief meteorologist
Mohammad Touseef Alam expressed these views while addressing a seminar on ‘Disaster
Management in Pakistan’, organised by the Business Administration Society of Mohammad Ali
Jinnah University, Karachi.

Joint Executive Director and Jinnah Post Graduate Medical Centre (JPMC) In-charge of
Emergency Ward Dr Seemin Jamali and PILER Project Manager Zeenia Shoukat also spoke on
the occasion.Touseef Alam said that as a result of global weather changes and rise in temperature,
snow in the mountains is melting fast, due to which we will have to face sever water shortage in the
next 25 years.He said that as we have not built big dams like Mangla and Terbela during the last
40 years, we are unable to store sufficient water to meet our water and power requirements. Water
shortage in the future may adversely affect our agricultural sector also, which is the backbone of
our economy, he added.Dr Seemin Jamali said that the trouble caused by terrorism and climate
change had also changed our priorities, and “we are still not capable of handling disaster
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management as compared to other countries”.She demanded establishment of a command and
control system at hospitals in big cities like Karachi to tackle any emergency situation effectively.
She appealed to the people not to rush to emergency centres of hospitals after any incident, as
‘spectators’ make it very difficult for the doctors and paramedical staff to provide first aid to the
injured persons.Zeenia Shoukat said that at the time of heavy rain and floods situation, the
government machinery made every effort to save the land and corps of influential people instead of
rescuing the poor, their huts and cattle.She said that since no proper attention was being given to
the miseries of the common man, there was an urgent need for a new social contract to focus on
the genuine problems of the majority of the people rather than the ruling elite, bureaucrats,
businessmen, industrialists and big landlords.

Relief efforts: Meanwhile, the Pakistan Navy Flood Relief and Rescue operation ‘Madad’ (help)
continues to help flood-stricken people of Sujawal, Chuhar Jamali and Shah Bandar after providing
support in Sukkur, Khairpur, Pano Aqil, Larkana, Badin and Nawabshah.The Pakistan Navy teams
responded promptly after erosion of dikes near Shah Bandar and Chauhar Jamali and started relief
and rescue work in the affected areas, said a statement issued by the ISPR on Saturday.The
Pakistan Navy’s ‘Sea-king’ helicopters and Zulu boats were being extensively utilised in the flood-
hit areas.During the last 24 hours, more than 500 marooned people, including women and children,
have been evacuated from the flood-battered areas and shifted to safe places.Three tonnes of
ration has also been distributed through the Pakistan Navy Sea-king helicopters amongst the flood
victims.
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DETAILS

LAHORE: Work on the Safe City Project should be completed speedily, Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif said on Saturday. He was addressing a meeting held to review progress on the project
through video link. “Modern technology should be used to curb crime. After Lahore, the project will
be started in Multan, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad and Gujranwala. The project is of great importance
for improving law and order,” he said. The chief minister said that the government had formed the
Punjab Safe City Authority to oversee the implementation of the project. “The importance of the
Safe City Project has increased in view of the law and order situation. The project should be
advanced speedily,” he said. Law Minister Rana Sanaullah, Chief Secretary Khizar Hayat Gondal
and IGP Mushtaqg Ahmad Sukhera attended the meeting. Earlier, Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif
had met a delegation of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) office bearers in London,
UK.“The PML-N government is making all efforts to overcome terrorism and loadshedding. The
political and military leadership are on the same page against terrorism,” he said. He said that the
bold decisions by the political and military leadership would eliminate terrorism. “Terrorism and
extremism are being eliminated through implementation of the National Action Plan against
terrorism,” he said. The chief minister said that indiscriminate action was being taken against
terrorists and their facilitators.

“The entire nation stands with the army and law enforcement agencies. Soldiers, policemen,
government officials, politicians and citizens have all sacrificed their lives in the war against
terrorism,” he said. He said that it was a war for the survival of Pakistan. The chief minister also
took notice of media reports regarding missing facilities at Government Degree College Sargodha.
He sought a report from education minister and the Higher Education Department secretary. The
chief minister directed the officials to provide transport facility to college students and to take
immediate steps to provide electricity and water in the college. The chief minister also sought a
report from IGP about a firing incident in a village of Jhelum in which six women were injured. He
directed the IGP to arrest the policemen involved in the incident. The chief minister also
condemned the firing by Indian forces along the working boundary in Sialkot. The chief minister
directed that every possible treatment facilities should be provided to the citizens injured due to
Indian firing.

At least two people were killed when militants attacked a Jiwani airport in Balochistan’s
Gwadar district in the wee hours of Sunday. “Around 12 armed men on six motorcycles attacked
the airport at around 4:30am killing a Civil Aviation Authority engineer,” Gwadar Deputy
Commissioner Abdul Hameed Abro said quoting SHO Jiwani. “An assistant engineer was killed
and a sub-assistant engineer injured during the attack,” he added. “The assailants also kidnapped
airport manager, Mehmood Niazi.” Later during the day, Niazi's body was found from near the
airport. Further, the deputy commissioner said, “The airport radar system was also destroyed in the
attack.” “Four local Baloch were also present at the airport at the time but were spared by the
attackers,” he added.

The airport has not been in use for the past 20 years. Law enforcement agencies personnel have
reached the site and started investigation into the incident. Balochistan Chief Minister Dr Abdul
Malik Baloch condemned the attack and asked Mekran commissioner for a report probing the
incident. "Those responsible for the attack will be traced and punished,” he added. Last year, a
group of armed men disguised in security forces’ uniform attacked the international radar in the
coastal town of Pasni, Gwadar killing one Balochistan Constabulary official and injuring another.

KARACHI: Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah was told on Saturday that as many as 18 terrorists have
been hanged in Sindh so far under the National Action Plan (NAP), whereas stay orders for other
four executions were granted by the courts. The chief minister was attending a joint presentation
by Chief Secretary Siddique Memon, Home Secretary Mukhtiar Soomro and Inspector General
(IG) Ghulam Hyder Jamali in Karachi. Shah was told that under National Action Plan (NAP),
various drastic measures had taken place. “Some 18 terrorists have been executed in different jails
of the province while the courts have granted stay against four execution orders,” the chief
secretary said. The chief secretary added that the provincial government had recommended 74
cases for trial in military courts. Of these, the interior ministry had approved only three cases.

The approved cases for the military courts included attack on Rangers mobile in Sachal, the blast
that fatally targeted DSP Kamal Mangan, and another case related to the DSP. Replying to a
question from the chief minister, the home secretary said that they had “scrutinised 10 cases in our
legal committee which has cleared eight cases including attack on Justice Magbool Bagar, Nishter
Park blast, attack on four policemen, attack on Gulistan-i-Jauhar police station and a sectarian
murder in New Karachi and five other connected cases.” Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah
directed the Home Secretary Mukhtiar Soomro to scrutinise more cases because the Chief of Army
Staff General Raheel Sharif had already ordered the establishment of more military courts in
Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: At least 14 suspected militants were killed and their sanctuaries destroyed as
military planes bombed the Shawal area of North Waziristan tribal region, the military’s media wing
stated on Saturday. According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR),
fourteen "terrorists" were killed in precise aerial strikes in North Waziristan's Shawal valley. The
military planes reportedly pounded militant hideouts in Shawal, during which infrastructure,
including ammunition depots, managed by "terrorists" was destroyed. The area is off-limits to
journalists, making it difficult to independently verify the number and identity of the dead. The final
phase of Operation Zarb-i-Azb in North Waziristan is currently under way with the army having
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launched a ground offensive in Shawal last week. Shawal is one of the last strongholds of militants
in the region.

The terrorists, except for those who have fled to Afghanistan, are said to be holed up in Shawal.
One of the reasons the fleeing militants chose Shawal as their refuge was a perception that
Shawal was inaccessible. Shawal is also considered to be an Al Qaeda sanctuary and a
stronghold of Gul Bahadur, a warlord once considered pro-government. Shawal has also been the
focus of US drone attacks this year with multiple strikes hitting targets in the valley in which dozens
of suspected militants were killed. The air strikes in this region have been going on for the past few
weeks in which scores of suspected militants have been killed, according to official claims.
However, these claims could not be verified from independent sources. There are reports that air
strikes have triggered displacement of civilians from areas adjacent to Afghanistan.

LAHORE: Following implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) in Punjab, Rangers on
Friday conducted night-long raids in Lahore, taking into custody 70 suspected militants. The raids
come a week after Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif directed the Punjab Government to ensure
implementation of the NAP to eradicate terrorism from the province. The raids were carried out at
several locations including houses, hotels and restaurants, after which 70 suspected militants were
arrested. Security in various areas has been beefed up while further investigation continues. The
move to ensure implementation of the NAP comes after two suicide bombers killed Punjab’s top
security czar, Shuja Khanzada, who had campaigned against militants. Earlier, a high-level
meeting chaired by the premier reviewed the progress of the NAP and the internal security
situation of the country in Karachi, after which he directed the Punjab Government to ensure
implementation of the NAP in the country’s largest province.

WEB DESK: The White House said on Saturday that it is confident Pakistan is aware of its
responsibilities pertaining to the safety and security of its nuclear weapons. “We continue to be
confident that the government of Pakistan is aware of those responsibilities and takes those
responsibilities quite seriously,” White House spokesperson Josh Earnest said at a news
conference. The remark came a day aftertwo leading US think tanks claimed in a report
that Pakistan would have more than 350 nuclear weapons in a decade, which means that the
country would have the third largest stock piles of nuclear weapons after the US and Russia.
Commenting on the report, Earnest said, “I did see the report. | don’t have an official administration
assessment to share with you. | would say there a couple things that come to mind.” The
spokesperson went on to add that responsibility for nuclear stockpile remains with all countries
who have secureda nuclear stockpile. “This applies not just to Pakistan but to countries around the
world that have a nuclear stockpile — they have a responsibility for securing that nuclear stockpile.”
Meanwhile a statement issued by Pakistan’s Foreign Office, regarding the nuclear report said
“Such utterly baseless reports are designed to divert attention from the exponential increase in
India’s fissile material stockpiles.”

The White House spokesperson also added that President Barack Obama had set a long-term
goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. A year after becoming president, Obama had hosted the
first nuclear security summit in Washington to galvanise world leaders to achieve this goal. “The
President’'s made clear that he has a long-term goal of a world without nuclear weapons. And the
President has convened, you know, every couple of years at an international summit to try to
counter nuclear proliferation. And that continues to be a top foreign policy priority of his. | believe
we're cited to have a next meeting next year. So the president is certainly looking forward to that,”
Earnest said. The US president has also announced to host the fourth and last Nuclear Security
Summit of his presidency March-April of next year. Many world leaders including Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is expected to attend the summit. Soon after the report was released in
Washington, the US State Department had cautioned Pakistan from flaunting its nuclear status as
it would worsen tensions between India and Pakistan.

PARACHINAR: The year was 1984. In the past, Kurram Agency had never seen sectarian
violence of this scale. Hordes after hordes fled Sadda with hope of finding peace elsewhere. The
widespread clashes did end in three years. However, the tension never really cooled off. The
emerging wave of militancy fuelled violence further. It has been 31 long years. The Turi
tribespeople, who are predominantly Shias, never returned to check up on their hometown once.
They instead chose to settle in Parachinar, the Shia dominated town of the agency, where the
children and their future might just be safe. As the militants’ scope of influence expanded, several
headed to Peshawar and other areas of the country. With security and paramilitary forces almost
through with operations against anti-state elements, the Turis’ are high in hopes of returning home
one day. Their elders met officials of the political administration on Friday and chalked out a
repatriation schedule from upper Kurram to Sadda. The jirga was attended by Kurram Agency
Political Agent Amjad Ali Khan, Assistant Political Agents Fazal Qadar and Shahid Ali Khan. The
elders discussed prospects of returning home and the state of their houses, shops and other
businesses at length with the government officials. They informed the political agents about the
various problems faced by their fellow displaced tribespeople. It was decided that formal
repatriation will begin from September 1 and will comprise two phases. Talking on the occasion,
the government officials assured that local committees of traders and shopkeepers will not
interfere with the business activities of the Shias. The two sides also agreed on constituting a
forum for monitoring the repatriation and rehabilitation process.

Rebuilding

Back home in Sadda, the Turis will be provided temporary accommodation within the Assistant
Political Agency Colony. During their stay, the tribespeople will be assisted in regaining occupation
of their abandoned, occupied or destroyed property in both commercial and residential areas. They
will also be allowed to start construction and renovation in all areas except the collectively-owned
shamilat land.
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Meanwhile, Frontier Corps IG Maj General Mohammad Tayyab Azam also held talks with Turi
elders in Alizai. Addressing the attendees of the meeting, Azam reaffirmed the state’s stance of
uprooting extremism from the region and said the vision cannot be materialised in the absence of
the support of the tribespeople. He lauded the sacrifices of security officials Hamid Hussain and
Siraj Hussain who foiled a suicide attack at an Alizai playground a few months back. He distributed
cheques worth Rs0.5 million each to the families of the soldiers.

KARACHI: More than 200 sleeper cells are present in Karachi, alleged operatives of India’s top
spy agency have told interrogators. Investigation Unit of the Counter-Terrorism Department and a
secret agency in a joint venture claimed to have apprehended four terrorists belonging to Indian
spy agency — RAW (Research and Analysis Wing) in Karachi. Their arrests were disclosed during
a news conference by CTD SSP Naveed Khawaja at his office on Thursday. The culprits are
identified as Abdul Jabbar alias Zafar Tension; Muhammad Mohsin Khan alias Kashif alias
Zeeshan alias Hassan; Muhammad Shafig Khan alias Pappu and Khalid Aman alias Dad. SSP
Khawaja said that during interrogation the suspects revealed that more than 200 sleeper cells are
present in Karachi, adding that the police have asked State Bank of Pakistan to freeze the bank
accounts through which the RAW provided them funds for terror activities in the metropolis. “For us
criminals are criminals, we have nothing to do with which party they belong to. We will also catch
their facilitators,” replied the SSP when he was asked about affiliation of the suspects with any
political party. “They all have connection with criminal groups based in South Africa, India, London,
Dubai and Malaysia. From their possession a palmtop was also seized and documented evidence
emerged about RAW’s involvement in Pakistan”

SSP Khawaja said the suspects admitted to their involvement in terrorist activities in Karachi and
that they received training from RAW in India from 1995 to 2002. In India they visited Basant Pur,
Dehra Dhun, Jodhpur, Rajasthan, Farid Pur and were imparted training there on how to handle
weapons such as sub-machine guns (SMGs), RPG rockets, and hand grenades, he added. The
police officer claimed that Javed Langra looked after them in India and also provided them
complete logistics support. Talking about confessions made by suspect Abdul Jabbar, the SSP
said that he told interrogators that after completion of physical training in Jodhpur and Rajasthan
he returned to Delhi and met Javed Langra who directed him to return to Pakistan. He was also
tasked to assassinate Afaq Ahmed, the chief of Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)’s rival political
party in Karachi. “RAW officials Major Bahgat and Major Rathore supervised these trainings in
India. The main task assigned to these terrorists was to do target killings and political murders,”
claimed SSP Khawaja. He also said that Zafar, through a messenger, was conveyed to carry out a
series of bomb blasts in Ancholi, Rizvia and Shah Khurasan Imambargah during Muharram to
create chaos and anarchy in the city.

LAHORE: There is a plan to turn police stations in Punjab into Law Enforcement Centres (LECs)
to provide immediate relief to all victims of crime through modern means. The first centre is being
established in Lahore on trial basis. Land has already been identified in Model Town Extension to
establish the model Law Enforcement Centre which would replace Faisal Town Police Station.
Architectural designs of model LEC and of renovation of Race Course/Civil Lines Police Station on
LEC lines has also been finalised. Officials said there was a plan to extend the mechanism of the
model centre to all police stations. But this would be done after ensuring success of the model
centre and approval by the chief minister. The idea has been launched by Chief Minister's Special
Monitoring Unit (Law and Order) Senior Member Salman Sufi under direction from the chief
minister and is being implemented in league with the Punjab IG and Lahore CCPO. Officials said
on Thursday all the three offices were regularly meeting these days to establish the centres which
they claimed would help change the “thana culture” a great deal.

They said establishing the centres would mean changing the existing processes in police stations.
The centres would effectively address all issues associated with policing or “thana culture”
including inaccessibility, operational challenges and administrative hurdles, non-streamlined case
flow process, lack of sensitized training, delay or refusal to lodge an FIR, poor response to distress
call. They said the centres would ensure justice delivery by streamlining case flow process and
converging all relevant services under one roof to strengthen prosecution. The services included
FIR lodging, prosecution, medical examination, and collection of forensic and other evidence. All
these departments would be connected with real-time key stroke monitoring software to ensure
effective integration with audio visual recording of all actions. There would be automated complaint
handling at the reception where the receptionists would be given specialised customer dealing
training. Complaints generated at the reception would be available real-time to SHO to decide
whether FIR should be lodged or not. A DIG level law enforcement official would be specifically
assigned to oversee the complaint generation and have real-time access to all registered
complaints. The investigation and operation branches would function separately. There would be
specialised investigators for different crime for proper investigation.

Officials said victim-friendly architecture and sensitized training of human resource would be an
integral part of the centres which would have reformed hiring procedure with recruiting camps at
colleges and universities for quality manpower. In addition, there would be ISO certification of the
centres with standardisation of procedure and quality assurance protocols to be followed. There
would be proper budgeting module and accountability system with computerised log for all
expenditures. Officials said establishment of cyber crime division and financial crime division had
also been proposed to deal with cyber, and financial crimes, respectively to significantly reduce
police investigation branch’s workload. Initiation of al-Mahfouz Service had been proposed, based
on police-community liaison, to provide human intelligence and surveillance based policing. There
would be a separate unit in each police station attached to this. As per this service, citizens would
be able to report any suspicious activity through the helpline and all this information would be geo-
tagged. It had also been proposed to install public billboards of fugitives and emergency sirens at
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public places to issue threat warnings in areas having the centres.

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank (WB) on Thursday approved a grant of $75 million for the internally
displaced people (IDPs) from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), who have been
severely affected by terrorism. According to the statement released, the fund will be used for early
recovery and facilitation of families affected by militancy, promotion of child health and to
strengthen emergency response services in Fata. The statement added that the grant would be
disbursed to the affected families in two equal installments. In the first disbursement, an amount of
Rs35,000 will be paid per family, and the second disbursement would further disburse a Livelihood
Support Grant of Rs. 16,000 which would be paid in four monthly installments.

Fata has been severely affected by unrest and military operations over the past decade. Earlier
this year, the number of families displaced by fighting from different tribal areas was estimated at
260,000. The federal government is paying cash assistance per month to all verified IDPs (Rs
12,000 per household) of North Waziristan. Besides, the government had paid one-time cash
assistance of Rs 5,000 for non-food items and a one-time Ramazan package of Rs 20,000. In
addition, the Punjab government is also paying Rs 7,000 to IDPs of North Waziristan and the KP
government is paying them Rs. 3,000 every month. Moreover, the World Food Programme is
providing food ration every month.

KARACHI: Counter-terrorism Department’s (CTD) Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Naveed
Khawaja on Thursday said the security force had foiled a major terror plan in the metropolis,
arresting a network of criminals trained by Indian spy agency — Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW). The senior police officer said police had arrested four accused linked to a political party in
Karachi, who confessed to planning an attack on Shahe Khorasan Imambargah in the month
Muharram, and received training in various parts of India. The names of those arrested are: Khalid,
Muhammad Mohsin alias Kashif, Abdul Jabbar alias Zaffar, Muhammad Shafiq alias Pappu. SSP
Khawaja said the four had also been involved in an attack on Afag Ahmad — chief of MQM Haqigqi.
SSP Khawaja said the detained personnel had also identified several bank accounts that were
used in funding their activities, adding that the State Bank of Pakistan had been notified in this
regard. “Several traders and businessmen were aiding these terrorists directly or indirectly,” said
the SSP, adding that a case against all abettors will also be initiated. He said the accused had
identified several locations where they claim to have hidden weapons and ammunition, adding that
police will conduct raids to confirm the claims. The police official said a detailed investigation to
verify all claims will be initiated and police will form a strong case against those arrested for
conspiring against Pakistan.

WEB DESK: US Department of Defence (DoD) announced on Wednesday that it has awarded
Bell Helicopter a $581 million contract that includes the delivery of AH-1Z Viper attack helicopters
to Pakistan. The contract covers the manufacture and delivery of 15 Lot 12 UH-1Y Venom utility
helicopters, 19 Lot 12 AH-1Zs, one Lot 13 UH-1Y, and 21 auxiliary fuel kits for the government of
Pakistan. According to the DoD, these initial helicopters will be delivered by the end of August
2018. Although Pakistan had requested the sale of 15 AH-1Z helicopters in April, it is not clear how
many of the 15 helicopters have been signed for at this stage. The notification by the US DoD
stated that 10% ($57.9 million) of the overall contract value covered the sale to the government of
Pakistan which suggests that this is an initial deal for the first two helicopters only, with contracts
for the remaining 13 (plus spares and support) to follow.

The original US Defense Security Co-operation Agency notification of Pakistan’s request included
1,000 AGM-114 Hellfire Il air-to-surface missiles for “a precision-strike, enhanced-survivability
aircraft that can operate at high altitudes. By acquiring the AH-1Z and Hellfire Il capability, Pakistan
will enhance its ability to conduct operations in North Waziristan Agency, the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (Fata), and other remote and mountainous areas in all-weather, day and
night environments”. On August 19, Pakistan signed an agreement with Russia to purchase MI-35
‘Hind’ attack helicopters. “An agreement was signed between Pakistan and Russian authorities in
Rawalpindi for the purchase of four MI-35 helicopters,” said a senior military official. The official,
however, did not provide any further details about the deal, or shed any light on the configuration
of the helicopters which Pakistan will receive. No timeline for delivery of the helicopters was
revealed.

WEB DESK: Army chief General Raheel Sharif said on Thursday 203 militants have been killed in
the ongoing operation in Shawal so far. The army chief who is visiting troops in the Shawal Valley
said the faces of those who helped kill “our people and children” will be exposed. Further, the army
chief “directed troops to comprehensively cleanse terrorists from their hideouts, reduce isolated
terrorists to their size and sever their link with their abettors anywhere.” According to the military
spokesperson, the army chief met with the soldiers participating in the operation and commended
their efforts. “We will not allow anyone to kill our people, children in the country and will expose all
faces involved,” Bajwa quoted the army chief as saying in one of his tweets. Earlier today, the
army chief arrived in Shawal, North Waziristan to review progress in the ongoing Operation Zarb-e-
Azb against militants in the region. Since May, the military has stepped up operations in the deeply
forested ravines of the Shawal Valley — which straddles North and South Waziristan agencies
along the border with Afghanistan — and softened militant targets in the valley through continued
airstrikes.

The deeply forested ravines of Shawal Valley and Datta Khel are popular smuggling routes
between Pakistan and neighbouring Afghanistan, and are dotted with militant bases used as
launch pads for attacks on Pakistani forces. The area is a stronghold of Khan Sajna Said, the
leader of a Taliban faction whose name the United States put on a sanctions list of ‘specially
designated global terrorists” last year. Banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan used to control all of
mountainous NWA, which includes the Shawal Valley and Datta Khel, and runs along the Afghan
border. But Pakistan Army recaptured most of the region in a major armed operation, codenamed
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Zarb-e-Azb, which was launched in June 2014. North Waziristan used to be the Pakistani Taliban’s
last key stronghold until the start of the operation. Officials claim that nearly 3,000 militants have
been killed since the launch of the offensive. Authorities have now vowed to intensify operations
both in the border regions and across the country.

RAWALPINDI: Fearing retaliation from militants, the government has placed the country’s 36
airports on red alert. According to sources, security of major airports, including Benazir Bhutto
International Airport and Nur Khan Airbase, had been heightened on Tuesday but extra caution
was extended to all the airports. Though security had been beefed up at airports, passengers were
being handled smoothly, a senior security official told Dawn. He, however, said temporary passes
for visitors had been cancelled while people entering airport premises were being subjected to
questioning and search.

QUETTA: At least five militants including the banned Balochistan Republican Army (BRA)
commander Chella Reesh were killed in targeted action by Frontier Corps in Darinjan Nulah area
of Sui in Balochistan on Wednesday. According to an FC spokesperson, five SMGs, two IEDs and
15kg of explosive materials were also seized during the operation. The terrorists were wanted by
security agencies since long and were involved serious terrorist activities. On Tuesday night, at
least four militants of a banned religious organization, including one of its commanders, were
gunned down and a security official was injured in a skirmish in Mian Gundi area of Quetta. An FC
official said they had received a tip off from an intelligence agency that a convoy of Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi (LeJ) militants was heading towards Mastung. FC special wing set up a picket on the
Quetta-Mastung highway in Mian Gundi to intercept the militants. “The militants opened fire at
security personnel,” he said. In the ensuing exchange of fire, four militants of LEJ were killed on
the spot. A security official was also injured.

LAHORE: Law-enforcement agencies (LEAs) on Tuesday reportedly arrested a “secret agent of
Indian agency RAW”. According to some private TV channels, the intelligence agencies arrested
llyas, a former cop, at Baseen village near Wagah Border on the charges of spying for RAW. llays
has been accused of providing information to the Indian spy agency about some senior army and
police officials. The suspect served in the Special Branch Punjab and was deployed on the VVIP
protection Unit for 10 years. The reports say the suspect had travelled to India several times during
the last eight years. Maps about sensitive places and other documents have been recovered from
him. llays has been shifted to an undisclosed location for interrogation. On the other hand, a
Punjab police spokesperson issued a statement quoting DIG Operations Dr Haider Ashraf as
saying “no RAW agent or former police official has been arrested by the intelligence agencies.” He
said he talked to the Military Intelligence (MI) and the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) officials but
they did not confirm the arrest of the suspect.

PESHAWAR: It seems the government has finally decided that unregistered seminaries and
mosque schools will not be tolerated anymore. As many as 703 such institutions located in the
tribal heartland and frontier regions will soon be blacklisted, insiders told The Express Tribune.
Ever since Punjab home minister Shuja Khanzada was killed in a suicide blast in Attock, the
government has received a lot of flak over its inability to clamp down on hubs of militancy and
radicalisation. A FATA Secretariat official, who requested anonymity, said strict action has been
planned against seminaries involved in encouraging students to take up arms in the name of
religion. In this regard, the available data about all unregistered seminaries is being updated and
action will soon be taken. “The data is being collected from both the FRs and tribal areas.” “The
operation will be extended to FR Lakki Marwat, FR Bannu, FR Peshawar, FR DI Khan, FR Kohat
and FR Tank,” he added. When contacted, FATA Secretariat Spokesperson Fazlullah neither
confirmed nor denied the report. “So far, we have no official information from the interior ministry
therefore | cannot confirm or deny it,” he said.

According to FATA Directorate of Education statistics, an alarming 50%, 204 out of the 409, of the
seminaries in the tribal belt are not registered with the government. When contacted, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl leader Mufti Kifayatullah said his party never encourages militancy and will
cooperate with the government in its elimination. He said seminaries in the tribal areas are not
established institutions. “A cleric gathers a few children and starts to teach them religion and it gets
called as a seminary.” He said majority of these clerics are unaware of the registration process and
its importance. He said around 18,000 seminaries function under the umbrella of Wifaqul Madaris
Alarabia Pakistan where around 2.2 million children receive religious education. “I want the
government to take the forum on board before taking action against unregistered seminaries,” he
said.

KARACHI: The Sindh home department has identified 49 madressahs having alleged links with
‘terrorist organisations’ against whom the ‘relevant authorities’ have been told to take action, it
emerged here on Tuesday. Senior officials in the provincial home department said they had got
reports from intelligence sources listing 49 madressahs ‘having linkages with terrorist
organisations’. The officials, who have prepared a report based on the latest information and
submitted it to Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah, avoided naming the militant groups those
madressahs had ties with. However, they said the information had been shared with the Sindh
police and Rangers for ‘appropriate action’ against them. The latest report prepared by the home
department said 26 of the seminaries linked with the banned groups were in Karachi, 12 in
Hyderabad, seven in Sukkur and four in Larkana.

517,695 students are enrolled in all seminaries

Officials said such madressahs were identified with convincing evidence and legal action against
them was being planned. The provincial authorities have updated their previous figures relating to
the number of madressahs in Sindh — said to be more than double the number the government
had shown recently. In a report the government released in April, the number of madressahs in
Sindh was said to be around 4,000, while in the latest report, the home department says 9,590
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madressahs are functioning in the province — 6,503 registered and 3,087 unregistered. The report
said 517,695 students were enrolled in all the seminaries. The government has sealed just 167
unregistered madressahs in Hyderabad and Benazirabad while 2,920 of them are still running — a
dominant majority of them are in Karachi’'s west district. Officials said six of the unregistered
seminaries had been searched elsewhere in Sindh but none in Karachi. “The unregistered
madressahs which have not yet been sealed are under strict surveillance of the law enforcement
agencies and will be sealed if they hindered the registration process any further,” said a senior
official in the home ministry. They said the registration of seminaries was under way and
necessary coordination had been made to launch a search operation soon.

The officials had originally made the same statement during Ramazan in which they said the
search of all the unregistered madressahs would begin after the holy month, but they have not yet
specified a deadline for it. Officials said construction of a madressah in the future would only be
allowed after obtaining a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the home department for which the
industries department had been asked to amend rules which made the home department's NOC
compulsory in addition to that of the deputy commissioner concerned and the Sindh Building
Control Authority. Officials said the fewest seminaries were located in Tando Allahyar district while
Karachi West was the district with the most madressahs. The exact number of seminaries in
Karachi West is still uncertain, admitted the officials. The report said a dominant majority of
madressahs was owned by Wifag-ul-Madaris Arabia (Deoband), followed by Tanzeem-ul-Madaris
Ahle Sunnat (Barelvi), Wifag-ul-Madaris (Figh Jafria) and Wifag Al-Sulfia (Ahle Hadith). Officials
said the provincial apex committee, supervising the ongoing targeted operations in Sindh, had
finalised a pro forma for registration of seminaries in the province. Officials said the pro forma
would require management of a madressah to fill in the details of students, teachers and sources
of fund, if any, it received. However, a final decision to make madressahs in the province oblige the
authorities was expected to be taken at the coming meetings of the apex committee, said an
official.

QUETTA: At least four militants of a banned religious organization, including one of its
commanders, were gunned down and a security official was injured in a skirmish in Mian Gundi
area of Quetta late on Tuesday night. According to a Frontier Corps official, they had received a tip
off from an intelligence agency that a convoy of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) militants was heading
towards Mastung. FC special wing set up a picket on the Quetta-Mastung highway in Mian Gundi
to intercept the militants. “The militants opened fire at security personnel,” he said. In the ensuing
exchange of fire, four militants of LEJ were killed on the spot. A security official was also injured.
“Commander of LEJ and his three accomplices were on their way to Mastung from Quetta after
exchange of firing when they were chased and shot dead,” security sources said. The deceased
and the injured were shifted to the Combined Military Hospital (CMH) in Quetta. A search operation
is still underway in the area, an official told The Express Tribune.

WEB DESK: In a bid to speed up trials of outstanding terror-related cases in Karachi, Army Chief
General Raheel approved on Tuesday an increase in the number of military courts for the
metropolis. According to an Inter Services Public Relations statement, the army chief was briefed
on the latest security situation during his visit to Karachi. Commending all ranks of Rangers, police,
intelligence agencies and the people for significant improvement in the city’s security, General
Raheel handed equipment worth Rs65 million to Karachi police for enhancing their capabilities.
Further, the army chief directed the authorities concerned to break the nexus between terrorists,
criminal mafias, violence and corruption to ensure a peaceful and terror-free port city. Earlier
during the day, General Raheel visited the Yadgar-e-Shuhuda and Army Air Defence Centre in the
city.

The army chief laid floral wreaths at Yadgar-e-Shuhuda and pinned badges of rank on shoulders of
Lieutenant General Zamir Ul Hassan Shah and Adjutant General Pakistan Army to formally install
him as Colonel Commandant of Army Air Defence. Army chief pins badges of rank on shoulders of
Lieutenant General Zamir Ul Hassan Shah and Adjutant General Pakistan Army on August 25,
2015 in Karachi. PHOTO: ISPR The COAS was briefed about the ongoing training activities at the
centre. General Raheel arrived in Karachi on Monday evening as part of a scheduled visit to
review the overall security situation amid the ongoing operation by the paramilitary Rangers and
police.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) issued 500,981 tickets worth Rs150.02 million
during the last eight months. As many as 40 VIPs, including six members of parliament, three
bureaucrats and two MPAs, were amongst those who were fined, an official of the ITP said. The
police issued tickets to 36,130 people for not using seatbelts, 23,928 for using mobile phone during
driving, 12,786 for lane violation and 19,825 for underage driving.

ISLAMABAD: A day after an improvised explosive device blew up in Bajaur agency killing a
Pakistan Peoples Party leader, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar on Monday claimed that all terror
networks in the country, whether acting domestically or otherwise, had been dismantled. Providing
details of the National Action Plan (NAP) and action taken against extremism in the country, Nisar
said that the country was more secure today. “For the first time in 30 years, no terrorist network is
operating from Pakistani soil,” the interior minister claimed while addressing a press briefing after a
cabinet meeting in Islamabad. Urging the media to refrain from unnecessarily analysing the civil-
military ties, he assured that the working relationship had never been better, adding it was their
working relationship which had resulted in the successful implementation of NAP. Giving an
historical overview, Nisar said militancy had been on the up since 2006, peaking after the army’s
2009 operations in Swat and Waziristan, with 2010 being the worst year in terms of terrorism,
when 2,061 terrorist attacks were recorded in the country. Attacks were down to 695 in 2015,
compared to 1,444 in 2006. Flanked by Information Minister Pervaiz Rashid, Nisar said of the 20
points of NAP, they had recorded progress in registration of SIMs, action against armed militias,
action against criminals in Karachi — where crime has gone down by 70%, crackdown on
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proscribed organisations, as well as progress on the Balochistan issue. He said over 62,000
combing operations were conducted in the past nine months, in which over 68,000 suspects were
detained.

The interior minister said the progress was achieved through almost 5,900 intelligence based
operations (IBOs) across the country since the initiation of NAP. “As many as 1,114 terrorists were
killed in the last eight months.” Referring to proscribed organisations, Nisar said there was no
specific data on banned outfits, and that the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government
had prepared a categorical list for these organisations. “There are 61 proscribed organisations in
the country with one being on the watch list,” he said. This down from the 212 organisations
according to a March 2013 list. “SIMs used in heinous criminal offences has become zero,” said
Nisar, adding that over 140 million SIMs were also verified. Talking about deweaponisation — a
topic broached during his visit to Karachi last week, the interior minister said that they had decided
to allow arms only for LEAs and armed forces. “No other group can use or exhibit arms,” he said.
“There has been action against a number of sectarian groups and Punjab is at the forefront in this.”
About the Balochistan situation, the interior minister said “one could not imagine the change that
has come” in the province. A number of militant camps have been dismantled, and over five of
them have laid down arms, he added. “A substantive dialogue process is also continuing and a
breakthrough is expected soon,” said the interior minister. The areas which showed slow progress
in NAP include reforms in FATA, refugee-related issues and madrassa reforms. “We will call a
meeting of the ministries concerned which have shown slow progress in terms of NAP,” said Nisar.

Cabinet meeting on NAP, Zarb-e-Azb

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif chaired a cabinet meeting to review the National
Action Plan, Radio Pakistan reported. Expressing the government’s commitment to implement the
plan in its essence, he reiterated that those disseminating hatred, inciting militancy and
encouraging terrorism will not be spared. He added that terrorism cannot be tolerated. Having
visited Karachi late last week, the premier reminded that the security operation against criminal
elements in Karachi was launched with the consensus of all stakeholders adding that results from
the operation were visible. Noting how the residents of Karachi wanted peace, Nawaz said that the
government will not allow political expediency to come in the way. Hinting at the recent
resignations in parliament filed by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), the premier said that
those who have been elected in to the Parliament should place their grievances and raise their
issues on the floor of the assembly. He directed the interior ministry to prepare a strategy to de-
weaponize the society. Discussing gains in Operation Zarb-e-Azb, Nawaz lauded the role of all civil
and military organizations in achieving the operation’s goals. He backed the operation to continue
till peace is achieved from FATA to Balochistan and Karachi. On Balochistan he said that situation
in the militancy hit province was improving day by day.

RAWALPINDI: The army and air force have agreed to enhance their coordination in the final
phase of the on going operation Zarb-i-Azb against militants in North Waziristan. The agreement
emerged during a meeting between Army Chief General Raheel Sharif and Air Chief Marshal
Sohail Aman during their meeting at General Headquarters (Pakistan Army) on Monday. General
Raheel vowed to "eliminate terrorists even from the remotest pockets in the area at all cost." Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) stated that the progress of ongoing operation in Shawal, North
Waziristan Agency was discussed during the meeting. The air chief vowed to provide full support
of air force to army in the ongoing operation against the terrorists in North waziristan and else
where. Military operation Zarb-i-Azb was launched by the Pakistan Army on June 15 following a
brazen militant attack on Karachi's international airport and failure of peace talks between the
government and Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) negotiators. Zarb-i-Azb's final phase is under
way in North Waziristan; 14 months after the operation began.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s premier intelligence agency has tracked down a gang of around 52 hundi
and hawala dealers — all of whom are Afghan nationals and majority of them hold a Pakistani
identity card. They have been accused of funnelling cash into terrorist organisations. Top officials
of the National Database & Registration Authority (NADRA) helped the accused acquire forged
Pakistani ID cards, reads the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISl) report recently forwarded to the
NADRA chairman. The report, available with The Express Tribune, states that “as these foreign
nationals have attained Pakistani identities, it was quite difficult for the law enforcement agencies
to track and apprehend them”. The development resulted during the ISI's ongoing counterterrorism
operations, with special reference to hunting down financiers and facilitators of terrorists. The
report, however, does not speak about any transactions or the volume of money moved by the
dealers, except that Pakistani identities were found on most of them. The ISI claimed that a
majority of the dealers had obtained CNICs on bogus verification and by bribing NADRA officials
through local and foreign agents.

The dealers include Haji Habibur Rehman (CNIC No 17301-9568098-3), Yasir Khan (17301-
1381046-3), Bismillah Jan (17301-2385719-5), Haji Shahzad (17301-1866167-5), Samiullah
(17301-1529384-7), Mamoor (17301-1318330-7), Haji Abdur Rauf (21203-8195782-1), Naik
Mohammad (17301-3983078-1), Haji Lal Din (17301-7827089-9) and Fazal Abdul Rehman Rabi
(17301-8514582-5). Intelligence officials also shared a list of 16 Pakistani and Afghan agents, who
acted as middlemen between NADRA staffers and the Afghan dealers for the ID cards. The agents
hail from South Waziristan Agency and Afghanistan, and operate out of Karachi. The report also
contains a list of nearly 40 NADRA officers and staffers, including retired servicemen working on
senior positions. An intelligence officer said terrorist groups prefer to send money through Hawala
because it’s difficult to trace the transfers. “The Afghan dealers were found involved in transferring
money to anti-state elements.” A spokesperson for NADRA told The Express Tribune that the
organisation “will neither confirm nor deny the ISI report”, and refused to comment any further.
However, an internal fact-finding report compiled by NADRA to ascertain the authenticity of the
accusations, also available with The Express Tribune, reads: “Majority of the foreign nationals
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mentioned in the ISI report are found to be confirmed aliens.”

The fact-finding officers suggested blocking the CNICs of the confirmed aliens under the category
of ‘Fraud Control System’. They also suggested investigation through the court of inquiry to fix
responsibility on the individuals who issued the ID cards. They said legal notices would be issued
to the 40 or so NADRA officials, including the general manager projects and deputy general
manager operations besides others. A few days ago The Express Tribune had reported the
involvement of NADRA's top officials in facilitating terrorists, including those associated with al-
Qaeda and the Taliban. At that time, a spokesperson for the interior ministry had confirmed
receiving the IS| report and said an inquiry into the issue was under way.

KARACHI: Unidentified gunmen attacked the convoy of Sindh Inspector General Prisons Nusrat
Manghan on Lyari Expressway in Karachi on Monday. As per initial reports, the armed men fired
four bullets at Manghan’s vehicle while it was en route to Karachi from Hyderabad. However,
police officials said the Sindh IG Prisons was not present in the car. “Nobody was hurt during the
incident,” the officials added. Earlier, Muttahida Qaumi Movement leader Rashid Godil was
critically injured as his car came under attack in Bahadurabad area of Karachi. Four unknown
assailants on motorcycles opened fire on Godil's car when he was on his way to party
headquarters, Nine Zero, for a meeting with JUI-F chief Maulana Fazlur Rahman. He suffered six
bullets to his head, jaw and chest.
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KARACHI: A training session of traffic police to check CNG cylinders fitted in school vans and other
vehicles will be organized by Karachi Traffic Police Department in collaborations with Hydrocarbon
Development Institute of Pakistan (HDIP) in Saleem Vahidy Auditorium at Clifton Traffic Licenses &
Training Office today.Talking to PPI, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Traffic Karachi, Dr Amir
Ahmed Shaikh, said that Karachi Traffic Police is committed to launch a full-fledged action against
CNG vans's drivers who are commuting schoolchildren in the city from September 4, 2015. He said a
meeting in this regard also been called with all SSPs, DSPs, SOs and enforcement officials on
Sunday at Clifton Licensing Office. The meeting would review the planning and development of action
against negligent CNG School vans' drivers who are not following the rules and regulations despite
issuance of warning to them by his department.Ilt may be noted that on the request of Private School
Management Association, DIG Dr Amir had postponed the drive against CNG School Vans till the
September 4. The drive was against the CNG School Vans to abide them to follow rules and
regulation removing its CNG cylinders and run their vehicles either on petrol or diesel along with one
an attendant to take care of the schoolchildren. - PP

SAHIWAL: The supply of fake, spurious and adulterated milk to Lahore from Okara, Sahiwal and
Kasur districts has been reduced because of a campaign by the Punjab Food Authority
(PFA).Provincial Food Secretary Food Pervaiz Ahmed said this at a meeting with revenue officers in
Sahiwal on Friday. He said 80 per cent of the milk supplied to Lahore was made of dry milk, oil and
some chemicals. The PFA would enhance checking of milk supplies through assistant commissioners
and revenue officials.He said now lots of checks had been imposed on milkmen as the Punjab
government was committed to providing good quality food to consumers.

SAHIWAL: The district administration claimed on Friday to have confiscated a huge quantity of ‘desi
ghee’ being prepared with a mix of butter oil and chemicals.District Coordination Officer Javed Akhtar
Mahmood along with a team raided Pak Dairy factory near Arifwala’s Rakhani Morr and confiscated
thousands of tin packs of fake desi ghee. The boxes contained packs of different weights having
market value of Rs50 million.The DCO informed reporters that the dairy brand supplied the product to
a super store chain and other prominent concerns.He said the factory was preparing ghee with the
composition of butter oil and different chemicals to add fragrance.Arifwala Assistant Commissioner
Tarig Hussain Bhatti informed the DCO about the factory whose owner during raid said he got licence
from the provincial government to prepare desi ghee from butter oil and chemicals. “But he failed to
show licence or any other official documents corroborating his claim,” Dr Sattar, DDO health, told this
correspondent on phone.The team arrested factory owner Muhammad Rizwan and sealed his
workplace, the DDO said and added that these packs would be sent to laboratories in Lahore for
chemical examination.The DCO quoted Rizwan as having said the product was being supplied to a
super store in Lahore and Rawalpindi and many known entities. The district administration would raid
more factories and take immediate action in case of any illegal business, he added.The Arifwala city
police registered a case against the factory owner.

ISLAMABAD (Dunya News) — Pakistan Medical & Dental Council (PMDC) has been dissolved. 5-
member committee has been formed to run the administrative affairs of the council and to select the
new council, reported Dunya News.According to spokesperson PMDC, the council has been
dissolved through a Presidential order. A 5-member committee has been formed to run the
administrative affairs of the council. The said committee will have 120 days to organize the selection
of the new council.The committee consists Major General (R) Azhar Kayani, Professor Abid Farooqi,
and Professor Nadeem Rizvi while the one member each will be sent from Law Ministry and Ministry
of Finance.

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) on Friday has recommended the Finance
Ministry to cut petroleum products’ prices by at least Rs 7.5 per litre starting from September 1.The
department dispatched a summary regarding petroleum products’ prices to the Finance Ministry.The
summary recommends a price cut of at least Rs 6.15 in petrol prices from the start of September.
Petrol s current price is Rs 76.76 per litre. The recommended price cut will result in price Rs 70.61
per litre. High seed diesel price is recommended to be reduced by Rs 7.50 while light speed diesel s
by Rs 6.50 per litre.The ministry has also been asked to reduce prices of kerosene oil and high
octane by Rs 7.10 per litre and Rs 7.20 per litre. The recommendation has come in after oil prices
decreased in the international market.

LAHORE: The Higher Education Department (HED) has appointed vice chancellors (VCs) to eight
public universities.An official from the HED said that Hassan Amir Shah had been appointed VC of
the GCU, Lahore; Rauf-i-Azam, the University of Education, Lahore; Tahir Amin, the Bahauddin
Zakariya University, Multan; Muhammad Khalique Ahmed, the Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan;
Sarah Shahed, the Lahore College for Women University; Talat Afza, the Government Sadig College
Women University, Bahawalpur; Samina Amin Qadir, the Fatima Jinnah Women University,
Rawalpindi; and Athar Mahboob had been made the VC of the Khawaja Fareed University of
Engineering and Information Technology, Rahim Yar Khan. VCs are still to be appointed at the
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif University of Engineering and Information Technology, Multan, and the
University of Sargodha, the official said.

ISLAMABAD: Fifteen years ago a group of thoughtful citizens’ dreamt of a school for the
underprivileged community of a village on the outskirts of Islamabad. The quest for knowledge and
persistence of children willing to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps who refused to give up
on getting a quality education, bore fruit when newly-constructed building of House of Light School
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was inaugurated on Thursday. The new building spreads over an area of 18 kanal in Pind Begwal
about 25km from Aabpara. Previously it was operating from a small rented house. Japanese
Ambassador Hiroshi Inomata, who inaugurated the building, said that he was pleasantly surprised to
see completion of the project in such a short period of time. A partial funding of $107,000 for the
project was given by the Japanese embassy in February last year. Inomata said he was thrilled to
see children performing Japanese dances with ease. The school currently accommodates 225
students studying up to grade nine. It provides free education to the underprivileged children of the
area. The story began in early 2000, when Raja Qaiser Ghaffar, a resident of Pind Begwal dreamt of
opening a school for the underprivileged. He was of the view that even if one child belonging to a
poor family could receive a good education, he would change the destiny of that family. The idea of
establishing the school was conceived in Spain back in 2002. On his trip Ghaffar became friends with
Arnim Shultz, a German-language professor at the Goethe Institute of Barcelona. The two friends
discussed developing an educational project in Ghaffar’s village to provide free education, and
named it House of Light School. They succeeded in establishing Horizon International Trust (HIT) in
2005. Funds were collected from family and friends, and the school began functioning in 2006 with a
batch of 25 children. A trustee, Dr Arjumand Faisel, owner of Gallery6, suggested that the students
contribute paintings that he could sell at his gallery to raise funds for building a classroom.The
response was unprecedented. Around 50 paintings were exhibited and sold in May 2012, and over
Rs1 million were generated. This response encouraged the board of trustees of the school to raise
funds and get a building for the school constructed. Everyone involved in the project chipped in.
Ghaffar donated 9,000 sq yards of land; Senator Mushahid Hussain arranged Rs4 million.
Mohammad Saleem donated a plot to the trust that was sold for Rs2.2 million. A Pakistani based in
the US donated Rs1 million. The new building has 10 classrooms. Fourteen teachers are part of the
school faculty. All grade-V students from the school who recently appeared in the federal board exam
passed with over 70 per cent marks. Three of the students who secured more than 95 per cent marks
have been awarded government scholarships.

LAHORE: Scores doctors led by Young Doctors’ Association on Thursday took out protest rallies and
blocked traffic near public hospitals to demand an end to what they called was privatisation of health
facilities.The YDA blocked traffic around Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Mayo Hospital and De
Montmorency College of Dentistry.Later, they also blocked The Mall and staged a sit-in in front of the
Punjab Assembly.Doctors from Lahore General Hospital (LGH) and Children Hospital blocked
Ferozepur Road. Doctors from Services Hospital and Punjab Institute of Cardiology (PIC) blocked Jail
Road and doctors from Jinnah Hospital and Shaikh Zaid Hospital blocked Canal Road.“Privatisation
of health facilities in 10 districts should be stopped immediately. Besides young doctors, senior
doctors are also demanding an end to the privatisation plan,” said Shabbir Chaudhary, a YDA
representative.He said the government had failed to implement the service structure reform promises
it had made.“Paid seats for post graduate trainees should be announced and a compensation
package should be given to doctors working at rural health centres and basic health units in far-flung
areas,” he said.He said there were 500 unpaid PGs in the province.“The YDA will hold protest
demonstrations across the province next week,” said Dr Khurram Shehzad, the YDA information
secretary. He said the YDA would continue to protest until the government accepted their demands.

TOBA TEK SINGH: Unicef education chief Ms Euphrates Thursday visited two early childhood
education (ECE) schools. District monitoring officer Asif Ali Dogar, EDO (education) Rao Attiq
Ahmad, Unicef’s education specialists Ms Rubina Nadeem and Asif Ibrar were also with her. It was
the first day of her visit of 300 ECE schools. She took part in children’s teaching activity and
questioned kids about their study atmosphere. She also met DCO Amer ljaz Akbar who told the
delegation that the ECE classrooms had been launched successfully in 300 schools and a separate
system had been formed to monitor the schools.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Education Balighur Rehman has assured that the government will
provide all possible support to Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) for undertaking the childhood
education programme. Addressing a ceremony held on Thursday, he appreciated the initiatives
recently taken by the AIOU for improving and expanding quality education, particularly for the ignored
and un-attended section of the society. Allama Igbal Open University signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the PARWAAN, a national centre of excellence for promoting early
childhood education and development. AIOU Vice Chancellor Dr Shahid Siddiqui inked the MoU on
behalf of AIOU, while PARWAAN was represented by its President Mehnaz Aziz. Under the MoU,
PARWAAN will collaborate with the AIOU in development of course material, training of faculty and
establishment of a resource centre at the university for launching a diploma course for teachers’
training on childhood education. The state minister said the government would work closely with the
AIOU for educational development of children, promoting them as good human-resource and
valuable asset of the country. The AIOU, he added has been making worth-while contribution to
educational development of on-job people, particularly the females, hoping that it will also come
forward, playing its major role as well in promoting skilled-based and vocational programmes.
Speaking about the importance of online programmes at the higher education level, he hoped the
university, after achieving excellence in distance learning system, will also launch a massive online
courses for the benefit of the general public. The government, he said will stand by the AIOU for
providing an environment to achieve its future targets in the educational sector. The minister also
highlighted the government’s recent steps for promotion of higher education in the country, stating
that the budget allocation to the HEC is being increased to Rs 80 billions which is almost double, as
compared to 2012-2013 budget. Dr Siddiqui said that the AIOU was laying greater focus on quality
education that could influence the society for its healthy growth. He also spoke about the initiatives
being taken by the university for the betterment of ignored section of the society. They, he added are
actively engaged in expanding educational network for providing free education to prisoners in
various jails of the country. The university, he said was working on an open school programme for the
benefit of the children, bringing them into educational net and for their proper brought up. He thanked
the minister for his encouragement and support for making the new academic initiatives successful

©2015 www.alhasan.com 4. ¥
v



27 \£ CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

and bringing qualitative improvement in the university’s overall working.

(o [T TN =1Ie [C[CIMIELGCII The government has very calmly decided to scale down the education budget from the projected 7
A Hit per cent of the GDP to 4 per cent, as was promised in the National Education Policy (NEC) 2009.
The News, August 28, 2015 Why? Because the projected GDP allocation for the education sector in 2009 is ‘irrational’. Therefore,
the government in consultation with the provinces is planning downward revision of the GDP
allocation. The NEC’s Review Committee has already approved the road map of the policy and
formed a focus group consisted of the representatives of all provinces, one that will forward its
recommendations. Besides adding new targets in accordance with Pakistan’s international
commitments such as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS), the committee will also delete some
‘unreasonable’ items. These include a 7 per cent GDP by 2015, 16 years of education for teachers
and attaining the literacy rate of 85 per cent’. Are these clauses so easily unattainable in the future
that we have simply decided to not even considering them? Is education that much of a burden, that
we cannot even think about improving conditions? The allocation of the education budget for 2015-16
is a miserly 2.5 percent of the GDP. The government wants to set the target of 4 per cent of the GDP
allocation, for the education sector in the revised NEP, which for them would happen after a 0.5
annual increase by 2018. A 3 per cent rise could have done so much to help education in Pakistan,
but a 3 per cent decrease in the military budget will not impact the security situation or the military
much. Year after year, it is appalling to see how the military is getting more than half the budget for
the country. In contrast, catering to education is seen in increments- that too to rise from a measly 2.5
per cent to a paltry 4 per cent.

Pakistan’s nuclear WASHINGTON - Pakistan, which conducted nuclear tests in May 1998 in response to India’s atomic
arsenal could become explosions, is now outpacing its South Asian rival in the development of nuclear warheads and its

world’s third-biggest
The Nation, August 28, 2015

arsenal could become world’s third-biggest within a decade, a new report by two American think
tanks asserts.“Pakistan has the capability to produce perhaps 20 nuclear warheads annually; India
appears to be producing about five warheads annually,” the report by the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace and the Stimson Center says.“But given its larger economy and sizable nuclear
infrastructure, India is able to overtake Pakistan in fissile material and warhead production if it
chooses to do so.The report, which was released on Thursday, says Pakistan is rapidly expanding its
nuclear capabilities, and it could have at least 350 nuclear weapons within five to 10 years.Pakistan
then would probably possess more nuclear weapons than any country except the United States and
Russia, which each have thousands of the bombs.Pakistan has never given out any figure about the
number of weapons it posses, but, according to published estimates, Pakistan has about 120 nuclear
warheads, while India has about 100.In the coming years, the report states, Pakistan’s advantage
could grow dramatically because it has a large stockpile of highly enriched uranium that could be
used to quickly produce low-yield nuclear devices.India has far larger stockpiles of plutonium, which
is needed to produce high-yield warheads, than Pakistan does.But the report says India appears to
be using most of its plutonium to produce domestic energy.“The growth path of Pakistan’s nuclear
arsenal, enabled by existing infrastructure, goes well beyond the assurances of credible minimal
deterrence provided by Pakistani officials and analysts after testing nuclear devices,” the report
states.A report in The Washington Post said that Pakistani military officials were not available to
comment on the report when it was made available to journalists on Wednesday.It said several
Pakistani analysts questioned the findings of the report, saying it is based on a faulty assumption that
Pakistan is using all of its existing stockpiles of fissile material to make nuclear weapons.Mansoor
Ahmed, a nuclear expert at Quaid-i-Azam University in Islamabad, was quoted as saying by the Post
that he suspects that a more accurate assessment of Pakistan’s capability is that it can develop no
more than 40 to 50 new warheads over the next several years.“This report is overblown,” said
Ahmed, who was recently named a nuclear security fellow at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government. “However, what the world must understand is that nuclear weapons are part
of Pakistan’s belief system.It's a culture that has been built up over the years because (nuclear
weapons) have provided a credible deterrence against external aggression.” France has about 300
warheads and the United Kingdom has about 215, according to the Federation of American
Scientists.China has approximately 250.The report was written by Toby Dalton, co-director of the
Carnegie Endowment’s Nuclear Policy Program, and Michael Krepon, co-founder of the Stimson
Center.Pakistan is believed to use plutonium as well as highly enriched uranium to create nuclear
warheads, the Post said.Dalton noted that Pakistan recently added a fourth plutonium production
reactor at its Khushab Nuclear Complex.“We assume, maybe correctly, maybe inaccurately, with the
fuel coming out of the four reactors, they are processing it as rapidly as possible to get the plutonium
out,” Dalton said.India has adopted a no-first-use policy on nuclear weapons.Pakistani leaders have
repeatedly declined to take a similar stance, saying they might be forced to resort to using the
weapons should India’s larger army ever invade Pakistan.India views nuclear weapons “as a political
tool, a prestige item, not something you use on a battlefield,” Krepon said.In Pakistan, he said,
nuclear weapons are seen as “things you have to be willing to use” to guarantee stability.But Krepon
and Dalton said there is still time for Pakistan to slow down the development of its nuclear arsenal.lf it
does, they said, the international community should consider what steps it can take to recognise it as
a responsible nuclear state.

CM resolves to promote PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Pervez Khattak Thursday expressed his firm resolve to utilise all
education among available resources for promotion of women education, especially higher education, in the
women province.He was addressing as chief guest at the signing ceremony of a memorandum of
The News, August 28, 2015 understanding (MoU) at the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women University (SBBWU) Peshawar

¢ ’ here.The chief minister announced to provide maximum facilities to women universities in the
province.Pervez Khattak said the provincial government was committed to providing equal
opportunities of education to women. “Two more universities, exclusively for women, are being set up
in Swabi and Mardan districts,” he added. The chief minister also announced construction of new
academic block, auditorium, sports grounds, and road for SBBWU Peshawar. He promised to provide
gas connection to the university’s main campus at Larama locality near here. The SBBWU signed
MoUs with eight women universities from across the country, which included: Fatima Jinnah Women
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University, Rawalpindi, Government College Women University, Faisalabad, Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women University, Quetta, Women University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Bagh, Women
University, Multan, Government College Women University, Sialkot, Lahore College for Women
University, Lahore and Kinnaird College Lahore. Heads of all these universities were also present on
the occasion. The MoUs were aimed at strengthening collaboration among the female universities for
joint research and publications of scientific papers and educational materials. Speaking on the
occasion, SBBWU Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Razia Sultana said the universities would share the
courses, graduate and undergraduate students for internships and fellowships and exchange of
faculty, trainees and staff. The function was attended by Minister for Information and Higher
Education Mushtag Ahmad Ghani and a number of teachers and students of the university.

RAWALPINDI: The young doctors of the garrison city on Thursday staged a protest against the
Punjab government for not paying stipends to postgraduate trainees and proposed privatisation plan
of public sector hospitals.More than 150 doctors gathered at Benazir Bhutto Hospital and blocked
Murree Road for two hours from 11am to 1pm.The protesters were carrying placards and banners
inscribed with their demands besides chanting slogans against the health department and the Punjab
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif.Talking to Dawn, their leader Dr. Haider Akhter said the protest was
part of a three-week agitation plan of the YDA Punjab.“If the government failed to accept their
demands, the young doctors will again go on strike next week,” he said.He said the YDA demanded
release of stipends with arrears to postgraduate trainees at government run hospitals, end to
privatisation of public hospitals in 10 districts of Punjab, provision of free hostel facility to young
doctors, raising pay of medical officers and postgraduate trainees as well as 31,500 house officers
across the province.He said that the government had accepted the demand of special allowance to
consultants in peripheries and the YDA managed to convince doctors to go to the far flung areas but
later the government stopped the allowance.

KARAK: The Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL) has approved establishment of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) plant in Nashpa area of Karak district, claiming that a new era of
development would usher in with the completion of the mega project.The decision was taken in a
meeting of the board of governors of the company. Member of the board and provincial general
secretary of PML-N Rehmat Salam Khattak confirmed that the project would be established in the
district soon.Sources in the OGDCL said here on Thursday that the plant would be established with a
cost of Rs15 billion. They said that with the establishment of the mega project not only economic
activities would be accelerated in the area, but it would also provide employment opportunities to the
local people on a large scale.The project would play a role in establishing industrial base in the area,
he said. Mr Khattak further said that work on this mega project would be initiated in the near future.
He claimed that the project would play a big role in development of the district.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Water and Power, Khawaja Muhammad Asif has said the government is in
the process of formulating firstever water management policy in the country and the Parliament is
deliberating upon its various aspects.The Minister was talking to a delegation of Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial and Research Organization (CSIRO) lead by Ms. Margaret Adamson, High
commissioner of Australia which called on him here Wednesday.The Minister apprised the delegation
that Pakistan is also facing impacts of global climate change which is affecting the precious water
resources of the country alarmingly. He urged to taking effective measures so the impacts of global
warning and climate change could be minimized.The Minister highlighted that the Government is fully
aware of the sensitivity of the issue and has been actively pursuing policies and legislation along with
on ground practical steps for preservation and better management of water resources.The Minister
emphasized on greater sensitization of the society on the issues relating to water resources. He
called for effective awareness campaign through media, seminars, public walks and through
curriculum modification in the educational institutions.Matters of mutual interest particularly in the field
of water managements cooperation and power sector development also came under discussion.The
Minister noted that both the countries enjoy close and cordial relations and Pakistan desires to get
maximum benefits from the Australian experiences specially in water managements and energy
sector developments. - APP

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has said that load-shedding is not the destiny of the
people of Pakistan and the problem of shortage of electricity will be overcome with the grace of God
and cooperation of friends like China. Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said that production of 5,000MW
electricity would be started by 2017 with the completion of energy projects based on cooperation
between Pakistan and China. He was talking to the senior authorities of Chinese investment
companies, financial institutions, nation building departments and different ministries during meetings
in Beijing on Wednesday. Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms Ahsan Igbal,
Adviser to CM on Health Kh Salman Rafiq, Lahore Transport Company Chairman Kh Ahmad Hasaan
and senior officials included in the Pakistani delegation were also present on the occasion. The chief
minister said that as a result of setting up of a committee under the chairmanship of Chinese Vice
Premier Zhang Gaoli, economic package would be implemented more speedily. He said that
Pakistan and China have same point of view over various international issues. He added that
Chinese investors supplying electricity would not have to face delay in payments as Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has resolved the issue of circular debt by providing special funds. He said that China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the joint vision of leaderships of the two countries and the visit
of Chinese President to Pakistan has given this message to the world that no power can harm Pak-
China friendship. He further said that mutual relations between Pakistan and China have turned into
useful economic contacts and this friendship is strengthening with the passage of time. CM Shahbaz
said that people of Pakistan are proud of their friendship with China, as it has given economic
package of billions of rupees to Pakistan in difficult times. He added that the problem of load-
shedding will be resolved with the cooperation of China. Meanwhile, senior authorities of Chinese
company Sinosure assured Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif in Beijing that all-out cooperation will be
extended in the timely completion of energy projects and there will be no shortage of funds for under-
completion projects in Pakistan with the cooperation of China.Federal Minister for Planning &
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Development Ahsan Igbal while talking to the authorities of National Development and Reform
Commission in Beijing said that Pakistan wants completion of energy projects of at least 5,000MW by
the end of 2017. He said that besides production of energy, the projects of electricity supply are
equally important. He said that China has written a new history of mutual cooperation through
economic package. Meanwhile, CM Shahbaz has taken notice of the news of molestation of children
in Rahim Yar Khan and surrounding areas and sought a report from DPO Rahim Yar Khan. He
ordered the concerned authorities that criminals involved in the incident be arrested immediately and
action should be taken according to the law. He said that criminals will not escape the law and justice
will be provided to the affected families at any cost.

RAWALPINDI: Three more dengue fever patients arrived at Holy Family Hospital (HFH), taking the
total number of patients in three government hospitals to 29.The health department, meanwhile, is
still training officials for anti-dengue patrols, and has yet to begin implementing preventing
measures.The Punjab government recruited 1,067 officials for anti-dengue patrols in May, but the
health department did not issue appointment letters until the second week of August, and is still
training the officials.A senior official in the health department told Dawn that the anti-dengue
campaign would be launched after training was completed.The official said that local Pakistan Muslim
Leage-Nawaz (PML-N) politicians were behind the delay, due to an unofficial recruitment quota fixed
by the provincial government.The official said according to the standard operation procedure (SoP)
issued by the Punjab government, the health department teams will visit those localities where
residents have contracted the dengue virus, but no such visit has been conducted.The official said
that fogging’ should be conducted along Leh Nullah and other creeks, but this has yet to take
place.The official said the Chaklala Cantonment Board (CCB) has conducted ‘fogging’ in areas such
as Askari-10 and areas near the Leh Nullah, but said that within the city the local administration has
done little.Meanwhile, HFH Medical Superintendent Dr Arshad Ali Sabir told Dawn that 14 dengue
patients had arrived in the hospital, adding that a dengue ward had been opened to accommodate
the rising number of patients.Sabir said that the peak season for the virus had begun and that the
number of patients was increasing. He said measures had been adopted to keep other patients
safe.The number of patients at Benazir Bhutto Hospital (BBH) has also increased from seven to
nine.“Most of the patients at BBH arrived from the city, and two came from the cantonment areas,” a
doctor at the hospital said.He said most patients said waterlogging in their localities had led to an
increase in mosquitoes, and that the local administration had done nothing to drain the water.He said
that patients’ family members have been advised to adopt preventive measures to avoid contracting
the disease.

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat (Capital Administration and
Development Division) was informed on Wednesday that National Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) has so far blocked 17,481 identity cards issued to foreigners.Senate body met
here under the chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood and attended by Senators
Kamil Ali Agha, Ms. Najma Hameed, Kalsoom Parveen and officials of NADRA and IB.Admitting
involvement of its employees in issuance of fake database identity cards to foreigners, the NADRA
official said action against such official is being taken.NADRA had also blocked 0.236 million
suspected CNICs, the official told the body.The official of Intelligence Bureau (IB) apprised the
committee members that they have sent a report to NADRA containing verification of 2800 CNICs
issued to Afghan nationals but the institution didn't respond so far.He said IB is verifying about 4,000
CNICs cards per year in an average.IB suggested that authentic data bank of foreigners living in
Pakistan should be established and the Afghan migrants should be kept in camps till the time of their
return to Afghanistan.Chairman of the committee Talha Mehmood observed that number of foreigners
were held from sensitive buildings and border areas of the country and Pakistani CNICs were
recovered from them.He said intelligence agencies have been utilizing all resources in searching of
foreigners residing in Pakistan but on the other hand NADRA has been supporting such elements
through issuing fake ID cards.The Chairman directed NADRA to submit report about verification of
2800 CNICs following the report of IB within one week

LAHORE: A sessions court has dismissed the bail application of a factory owner involved in Rs 730
million gas theft case.Additional District and Sessions Judge Syed Muhammad Umar heard the bail
application filed by Mian Tariq Aziz, owner of Pak Paper and Hardboard Mill, on medical
grounds.Earlier, the petitioner's counsel arguing before the court submitted that his client was owner
of a hardboard factory but he was behind bars in a gas theft case.He said the accused was a heart
patient and needed regular medical care. He pleaded the court to grant benefit of bail to the accused
on medical grounds.However, Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited's counsel Rana Zia ul Islam Munj
opposed the request submitting that the accused was running his factory on gas stolen from main
pipline for past four years.He contended that department had evidence against him and courts had
already dismissed bail pleas of the accused. - APP

PESHAWAR: The disease of "fistula", a condition develops in women due to obstructive labor, once
considered incurable can be treated through proper surgical procedure and medicines, informed Dr.
Sajjad Siddiqui of, Pakistan National Forum on Women Health (PNFWH).Conducting an informative
briefing at Press Club here Wednesday, Country Manager PNFWH, Dr Siddqui said that the disease
which once considered incurable and also a curse can be treated in a successful way by a surgeon
having proficiency in the needed surgical procedure.He said that fistula is a disease in which layer
separating reproductive and digestive system in lower part of the abdomen rupture due to obstructive
or abnormal child birth. He said that conditions leads to uncontrollable digestive and urinal excretion
making the life of the victim miserable.Dr Siddiqui said unfortunately, Fistula disease is prevalent
among the womenfolk residing in far flung and remote areas where the child birth facilities are
inadequate and without the availability of properly trained staff.He said that separate rooms have
been established in Gynae Ward of Lady Reading Hospital where trained gynecologists were
available to perform surgery of fistula patients. He said that UNFPA was providing free of cost
surgery and medicines to them.He urged government to establish fistula treatment centre at district
level keeping in view the difficulties fistula patients confronts while coming to cities from their areas
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for treatment. He said that disease can be prevented by adopting precautionary measures during
child birth. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Despite recent optimism surrounding Pakistan’s economy, the country is facing an
“existential crisis” stemming from its woeful tax collection rates and inability to finance itself, a report
said Wednesday.Pakistan’s economy grew at 4.24 percent during the 2014-2015 fiscal year with per
capita income rising a significant 9.25 percent, markers that come as investor confidence in the long-
underperfoming South Asian giant have also increased. But according to the report by non-profit
organisation Raftar, funded by Britain’s Department for International Development (DFID), Pakistan’'s
economy continues to rely heavily on “commercial loans, concessionary donor loans and aid”. The
country’s tax-to-GDP ratio of 9.4 percent is among the lowest in the world, leading to a public debt of
17 trillion rupees ($163 billion). This an almost three-fold increases since 2008 for the $232 billion
economy, with 44 percent of tax revenue going toward interest payments. The report blamed the lack
of a “tax culture” on non-revenue sources of funds the country has historically enjoyed in the form of
foreign aid and loans. It said 68 percent of tax revenue was being generated through indirect taxes
on fuel, food and electricity, which unfairly penalises the poor. The lack of revenue collection also
negatively affects infrastructure development including power generation, with the country facing a
massive shortfall of up to 4000 MW in the summer that shaves about $15 billion off the country’s
GDP. Pakistan is currently in a $6.6 billion loan programme with the International Monetary Fund,
which was granted on condition that Islamabad carried out extensive economic reforms, particularly
in the energy and taxation sectors. (AFP)

KARACHI: The Asian Development Bank will provide a provisional assistance of $1.2 billion per
annum to Pakistan for infrastructure upgrade and institutional reforms, a bank statement said on
Tuesday.In this regard, the ADB has approved a new country partnership strategy (CPS) with
Pakistan for 2015/19.ADB’s Pakistan Resident Mission Country Director Werner E Liepach said, "The
main challenge is to deliver higher, sustained and inclusive growth to cut poverty and create
productive jobs for the growing labour force.""The thrust of the new partnership will be to support the
government to improve connectivity, productivity and access to markets and public services."The
financial assistance package will focus on energy; transport; agriculture, natural resources and rural
development; water and other urban infrastructure and services; public sector management; and the
finance sector.The bulk of the assistance has been earmarked for infrastructure improvements in the
power, transport, agriculture and urban services sectors, it said.Pakistan is on the track to achieve
the Millennium Development Goal for cutting income poverty, but it is off track on several targets and
development overall remains uneven and below potential.Efforts to reduce and restructure fiscal
deficits should continue to provide more space for development spending on infrastructure or social
services.Under the new partnership strategy, the Asian Development Bank in collaboration with other
development partners will support the rehabilitation of power transmission and distribution systems,
the construction and rehabilitation of highways and provincial roads connecting to the National Trade
Corridor and water infrastructure upgrades in parts of Balochistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and
Punjab.It will also help rehabilitate the Indus Basin Irrigation System and invest in bus rapid transit
systems in Karachi, Peshawar and Punjab, the statement said.The ADB's non-sovereign operations
will target selective investments in clean, renewable power sources to boost energy security.The
bank will help strengthen the regulatory environment to encourage more public-private partnerships
and will assist the Benazir Income Support Programme to expand its outreach to additional 2.4
million women beneficiaries.The Asian Development Bank will help women and underserved groups
in improving access to finance and to help small and medium-sized enterprises tap trade credit and
other financial products and services.The Asian Development Bank keeping in mind the Pakistan's
vulnerability to natural disasters and rising threats from climate change will help establish a
government-owned disaster risk fund to mitigate the risks and enhance resilience to natural disasters
and to ensure swift responses after calamities.Based in Manila, the ADB is dedicated to reduce
poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, environmentally sustainable
growth and regional integration.Established in 1966, it is owned by 67 members, 48 from the region.
In 2014, the ADB's assistance amounted to $22.9 billion, including co-financing of $9.2 billion.

Pakistan is gifted with many resources. Pakistan has the capacity for 55,000 MW hydel power, while
more than 50,000 MW of wind and Solar power can be established here. Qil, gas and minerals are
also being discovered in vast quantities. But to exploit all these resources, Pakistan would need to
establish new infrastructure and companies to manage the process. All of which requires extensive
funding. Till date, for such projects, Pakistan would need to apply for loans from international banks,
which have hefty and strict interest payments, which is against our religion, Islam. But there are other
options for securing such funding locally, while also helping securing the future of many Pakistani’s.
Energy projects, like Hydro power plants, are considered low risk green projects, as investing in them
means, a return for 50 years on the investment, with very little risk of losing the investment. Pakistan
has the potential for 55,000 MW hydro power projects. All of these can be financed locally. The total
required funding for a Hydro power plant project should be divided into shares of fixed value, which
should be sold through stock exchange or IPO to citizens of Pakistan. These shares will provide a
steady return for the investors and can act as family insurance or pension investment for many
families for decades in the future. The same process can be repeated for oil, gas, solar and wind
energy projects or any other project where the infrastructure can provide steady return for investors.
And using this method to fund the projects will help Pakistan reduce yearly interest and also save us
from the clutches of crippling loan providing International banks.

RAWALPINDI: Government hospitals in the city received over 26 dengue patients from different
areas within a week.Despite spending millions of rupees on the anti-dengue measures, the disease is
apparently getting out of the control of the health department. Many patients arrived in the hospitals
from Rawal Town areas, including Dhoke Ratta, Raja Bazaar, Satellite Town and Rawal Road.On
Tuesday, four new dengue patients were brought to the Holy Family Hospital (HFH), Benazir Bhutto
Hospital (BBH) and the District Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital taking the week’s tally to 26.The HFH
received three patients from different sectors of Satellite Town, including Commercial Market, while
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one patient reached the BBH from Amarpura.ln the meanwhile, the HFH opened a dengue ward in
the basement of its new building. Earlier, the dengue patients were kept in a separate ward of the
medical unit.The 75-bed ward has been refurbished and would accommodate 20 more beds.A senior
doctor told Dawn that despite the arrival of the dengue patients, the management failed to start
fumigation on the hospital premises to protect other patients from the disease.However, Dr Tahir
Sharif of the HFH said the dengue patients were kept in a separate room but after the arrival of more
cases they would be admitted to the newly-refurbished ward.On the other hand, the medical
superintendent of the BBH, Dr Asif Qadir Mir, told Dawn that they had already established a dengue
ward where all the patients were admitted.He said the hospital received another patient from the city
area. He said during the last one week seven patients reported to the hospital. He said three patients
were discharged and four were still admitted to the hospital. He said the hospital had received 18
suspected patients out of whom three were confirmed dengue cases.

RAWALPINDI: The water supply system of 13 union councils of PP-06 adjoining Rawalpindi city has
been handed over to Wasa, Rawalpindi, by the government of Punjab with the efforts of Interior
Minister Ch. Nisar Ali Khan.Before this, the water supply system of these 13 union councils was
operated by local CBOs/NGOs and people were facing acute shortage of clean drinking water due to
non-functioning of existing tube wells, percolation wells and damaged distribution network. The area
includes union councils Shakrial South, Shakrial North, Khana Dak, Gangal, Dhoke Munshi, Chaklala,
Kotha Kalan, Lakhan, Chak Jalal Din, Morgah and Dhoke Chaudrian.After taking over the control of
these union councils Wasa has taken immediate steps to improve the water supply situation including
repair of existing tube wells, percolation wells, electric motors, transformers and water supply lines.
Most of the electric connections of tube wells were disconnected due to non-payment which are
restored by Wasa after payment of all outstanding dues. With these steps the water supply situation
is improved visibly and supply of clean drinking water is increased from 80 thousand gallons to 4 lakh
gallons which is an achievement by Wasa. Wasa MD Raja Shaukat Mahmood while briefing on the
water supply situation in PP-06 said that besides all the aforesaid measures taken, Wasa has also
established four complaint offices in these localities to facilitate the public and rapid rectification of
complaints are being ensured these are: Al-Noor Colony (051-2651488), Gulzar-i-Quaid (051-
5455962), Dhaman Sayyadan (051-2531188), and Chak Jalaldin (051-2531184).The Wasa MD
further added that a mega project comprising installation of new tube wells, overhead reservoirs,
ground storage tanks and laying of new water supply lines has been approved by the Punjab
government on recommendations of Interior Minister Ch. Nisar Ali Khan. The work on said project
has been started and 18 tube wells are being sinked along Islamabad Expressway for which NoC has
been issued by CDA. He said that water supply situation will be improved after completion of this
project. In the end he also clarified that Wasa has not established any Water Bouzer Section at
Adyala Road, therefore, overcharging by Wasa in this regard is baseless.

ABBOTTABAD: Officials of Health Department and the district administration have sealed two
medical stores and registered a case against two others during the ongoing campaign against the
spurious drugs in the district.Official sources said the officials had launched a crackdown against the
unregistered medical stores in Havelian and Abbottabad on the directives of the provincial
government.The health officials raided dozens of medical stores and sealed Saeed Pharmacy and Al-
Bahadur Medical Store in Havelian upon recovery of unregistered Indian drugs, the sources said.

OKARA: The district administration with the collaboration of the health department seized 13,150
litres spurious milk from various collection centres and vans in Okara and Renala Khurd
tehsils.According to a handout, during an anti-adulteration drive, the Okara tehsil administration and
health department officials seized two milk collection centres at Gogera and Feroze areas and seized
spurious milk. In tehsil Renala Khurd, the assistant commissioner seized substandard milk from six
vans.The health team fined Rs 20,000 to an owner of a hotel over poor hygienic conditions at his
eatery.

KARACHI: Sindh Dengue Fever Prevention and Control Centre has registered 67 more cases of viral
disease during last week, Aug. 17 to 23, bringing the total number to 850 in Karachi in the current
year.To address the situation, ensuring that it does not get further aggravated, the provincial health
department here, in coordination with KMC, launched an anti dengue spray campaign involving
vehicles of varied sizes.Sindh Health Minister, Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, formally inaugurating the
campaign said it was a matter of serious concern for him that of the 850 dengue fever cases in
Karachi three could not survive as they developed severe complications.He said other parts of the
province also registered 29 cases and it was important that preventive measures were adopted
before the situation got all the more serious.Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar said all deputy
commissioners, across the province have been directed to cooperate with the teams of health
department in its spray campaign.The Minister said isolation wards in Civil Hospital, Jinnah Post
Graduate Medical Centre, Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and Lyari Hospital are also being
upgraded. "From Tuesday social mobilizers will be activated and engaged in distribution of pamphlets
carrying awareness about dengue fever, its different stages and modes to prevent," said the
provincial health minister. The first phase of the exercise was said to start from round abouts around
Sindh Secretariat and Civic Centre simultaneously and gradually spread to entire Karachi.The
minister said relevant pamphlets and hand bills have already been handed to educational institutions
and Masijids.He on the occasion urged Dr. Masood Solangi, Manager of the Dengue Prevention and
Control Program to ensure fool proof arrangements for success of the campaign. - APP

PESHAWAR: The administrative cadre created by the government to run the healthcare system in
line with the national guidelines and international commitment has failed to bear fruit because of lack
of knowledge, skills and attitude on the part of those, who hold administrative positions in health
department, according to sources.They said that provincial government introduced administrative
cadre in health department in line with the centre’s draft health policy to appoint highly qualified
people on important positions and streamline healthcare system.According to them, the initiative
meant that the doctors with master in public health (MPH) degrees would be appointed on the posts
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of directors, deputy directors, agency surgeons, district health officers, medical and deputy medical
superintendents in hospitals to carry out financial, technical and clinical affairs and ensure
uninterrupted health delivery.Sources said that government had planned to hire the services of
medical doctor with qualification in health administration so that they could make budget and other
strategies according to laid down guidelines. “But they are still dependent on their clerical staff and
superintendent for their work and the situation remains totally unchanged,” they said.Sources said
that the officials, who had already been working on those posts, obtained degrees from the local
private institutes and managed to continue with their positions when the government introduced
management cadre.Despite not being properly qualified, because the institutes from which they got
degrees weren’t recognised by Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC), they stuck with their
posts and were still working while some of them retired, they added.Sources said that launch of
health management cadre didn’t make any difference as the administrators, who held positions, didn’t
know much about the national and international commitments but they were accustomed to obeying
their political masters.

“The people, who can design, plan, implement, and monitor the healthcare system, in an institute, in
line with government’s guidelines, can deliver desired results due to their capabilities,” they
said.Sources said that non-availability of right people also kept away international donor agencies
from giving assistance to the health system in most of the 26 districts because the aid-providers
sought comprehensive plan for support in any area of healthcare which could be prepared by a
trained person.“For instance, a foreign country is ready to help the province or a district in
strengthening its child health services or maternal health for which the requirement is preparation of
good proposal to be able to qualify and receive grant,” they said.They should know about the UN'’s
Social Development Goals and Millennium Development Goals and should have the ability to lead
team and compile proposals to get technical or financial assistance from the donors.A district health
officer said that they knew about their job description but they had limitations and couldn’t exercise
their powers in the presence of ministers and officers. Politicisation of the administration positions in
health department was a big problem, he said.The official said that district health system was
dependent on the provincial government and they were required to seek approval for petty matters
like repairs etc from the director-general health office, which hampered progress.“Lately, the
government has empowered the district governments to make purchases and procure medicines and
equipments etc at their own but approval from the director-general office is still binding on them,” he
said.

SWABI: The residents of various areas in the district have threatened to stage a protest if authorities
fail to ensure uninterrupted supply of natural gas to their homes.They said that besides prolonged
power outages, they had been experiencing excessive loadshedding of natural gas for the last
several days.Some of the consumers told Dawn that gas was being supplied to their homes but its
pressure was reduced to the lowest level due to unknown reasons. They said that in the past gas
loadshedding had been observed in the winter but then summer had also become tough for them.The
domestic consumers said that the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines (SNGPL) officials pretended that they
didn’t know about the low gas pressure.“In the summer we see a steep decrease in the demand of
gas. In winter, only heating needs of domestic consumers are increased but despite that we are
victimised by the SNGPL officials,” said Rashid Khan of Maneri Bala.The consumers said that it was
the responsibility of the government to play its role in resolution of their problems. They alleged that
reducing pressure of gas to domestic consumers was carried out under a well-planned and silent
strategy, adopted by SNGPL officials.“We don’t know where we should go and to whom we should
complain about the decrease in gas supply,” said Javed Igbal Ingilabi, the district president of PPP.

KARACHI: An alleged robber died after members of the public beat him and set him on fire late on
Monday night.The robber, Gul Badshah, and his accomplice were looting people near the Kala
School in New Karachi when a citizen, Hafeez-ul-Haq, a resident Sector 5-E of the area, put up
resistance, the Bilal Colony SHO said.The robbers shot him dead and tried to escape. However,
members of the public caught one of them and beat him before setting him alight. He died on the
spot. The dead were taken to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for medico-legal formalities.

ISLAMABAD: The project to import the liquefied gas from a friendly Islamic state has hit bottlenecks
that have virtually impeded its progress. At the moment, the government may not be able to ink LNG
deal with Qatar under government to government arrangement, at least, in the next 6 weeks as Qatar
wants Pakistan to meet three conditions that include the dredging of Port Qasim by 14 meters, its
monitoring and payment mechanism on behalf of power sector with guarantee from Finance Ministry,
and opening of back to back stand by letter of credit (SBLC).In the crucial talks held here on Monday
between top mandarins of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources and Qatargas company,
Pakistan failed to satisfy the authorities from Qatar on the said conditions, a senior official who
attended the meeting told The News. The ministry tried, the official disclosed, to satisfy the authorities
from Qatar by making a presentation over the advancement on the conditions set by the gas
company from Islamic brother state. The Qatar authorities at the moment blatantly refused to ink LNG
deal with PSO under government to government arrangement and linked it with the fulfilling of the
three conditions. “However, Qatar authorities asked Pakistani counterparts to resolve the issues by
September 30, this calendar year.” Federal Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Shahid
Khagan Abbasi said there were no crucial talks held on Monday. However, Qatargas managing
director discussed some issues and sales purchase agreement (SPA) will be signed in due coarse of
time hopefully within six weeks when the CP (conditions precedents) are satisfied by PSO.The
minister stressed that there are no hiccups. In addition, in the meeting, the delay in tripartite
agreement between PSO, SNGPL and SSGC was also deliberated on at length.

The Qatar gas company has also raised the issue of fee to be charged by Port Qasim Authority. The
petroleum minister said that the country has already sustained a colossal loss of $10 billion in one
decade in the wake of failure in inking the LNG deal. The minister said that LNG was still cheaper
than furnace and diesel owing to which the country would save $1 billion and would also be having 10
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percent additional electricity in the system. The power sector would be having LNG at $11.50 per
MMBTU, the minister claimed.Dr Mifta Ismail, state minister of Board of Investment, who is also the
chairman of SSGC, admitted that the government has failed to ink the government to government
deal of LNG for the last four and half months. Being the chairman of SSGC board, he disclosed that
the Ministry of Petroleum is going to submit a summary seeking the permission to dredge the water
channel by up to 14 meter as per the requirement of Qatargas Company. Independent experts of
LNG say that the open market is flooded with LNG at reasonable price because of the shale
discovery which is available in abundance in US and in next 3 to 4 years, the existing LNG prices will
plunge more.Dr Mifta Ismail says that Pakistan will be able to meet the conditions of Qatargas
Company and the LNG deal is expected to be inked soon. According to the letter of Qatargas
Company, it wants Nawaz government to dredge the water channel at Port Qasim by up to 14 meter
wherein the Q-Flex will navigate and dock at the LNG terminal of the Elengy Terminal Pakistan
Limited (ETPL).The dredging and removing the manoeuvring constraints at the bend of Ahsan
channel would cost $ 300 million, which the Port Qasim Authority is not ready to bear. The PQA says
that it is the duty of LNG terminal operator to dredge the water channel as it had agreement with the
Qatari authorities. PQA also argues that its business plan does not permit it to go for more degrading
saying that the vessels that are bigger than Q-Flex kept on navigating in the said water channel.

LARKANA: Leishmaniasis cases have been growing in whole Sindh province, especially in Upper
Sindh but the government hospitals lack stock of necessary drugs to treat this disease. Professor and
Head of Dermatology Department, Benazir Bhutto Medical University (BBMU), Chandka Medical
College & Hospital, Prof: Abdul Manan Bhutto has demanded that expensive injection Glucantine
may be supplied to the affected patients of Leishmaniasis for their treatment either by themselves or
through WHO as this is the only method of treatment of this disease.At the moment the affected
patients are procuring the same injection along with other medicines from their own pocket.He said
that majority of our cases are affected by L. Major (90%) and few number of patients are having L.
Tropica (10%) and added, however, the rector is unknown in our region for which we are planning to
studies in future in this regard.Leishmaniasis is one of the neglected diseases to be reported from all
the provinces. Pak OneHealth Alliance is collaboration with provincial Health Departments and
SouthEast European Center for Surveillance & Control of Infectious Diseases (SECID) is organizing a
"Gap Analysis Study" in Pakistan which will help suggest a strategic plan to improve diagnosis,
treatment, control and prevention of this contiguous disease. - PPI

PESHAWAR: The Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has disconnected around 24,812
illegal domestic, commercial and industrial gas connections in different cities of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province during a nine month period."As part of the continuous efforts to
discourage illegal use of gas, the company made significant achievements from July 2014 to May
2015, under which it disconnected 24, 812 illegal connections, removed 87.260 kilometer supply lines
and lodged 558 FIRs against unauthorized users in different cities of the province," official sources in
the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources told APP.Giving details, they said, the company cut-
off 5,580 domestic, 140 commercial and 27 industrial unlawful connections in different oil and gas
producing districts of the province. Besides, it removed 61.260 kilometer lines and lodged 64 first
information reports (FIRs) against the illegal users of the commodity. - APP

PESHAWAR: Vice chairman Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade (KPBOIT),
Senator Mohsin Aziz has urged the federal government to review the decision regarding proposed
increase in gas tariff for industry by six percent from next month.In a statement here Senator Mohisn
Aziz, who is also Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Textiles said, KP was faced with number
of disadvantages, due to long distance from port-city coupled with suffering from prolonged terrorism,
therefore this province should be exempted from proposed rise in gas tariff.He further said the
province is striving to convert disadvantages into opportunities by utilization of its abundant oil, and
gas reserves along with other natural resources.He said gas tariff was increased from Rs.100 to
Rs.200 mmcfd by imposition of Gas Infrastructure Development Cess (GIDC), now federal
government decided to increase gas tariff for industry by six percent from September 01, next, he
added. The decision would prove detrimental for the industries in the country.He stated that the
exports ratio of Pakistani manufacturing products, particularly textile, was decreased due to high gas
and electricity tariff, resultantly the industries have closed down in the country. Therefore, he said the
decision of increase in gas tariff for industry is completely unjustifiable, and demanded the federal
government to immediately review and withdraw the decision. - APP

MIANWALLI: Eight motorcyclists sustained burns while four trailers, an oil tanker and 12 motorbikes
were reduced to ashes on Sunday morning in an accident in Salt Range, locally known as “Dhak”, on
Mianwali-Rawalpindi Road.Police said brakes of a Mianwali-bound oil tanker failed on the slope of
Dhak mountains and it overturned after the driver struck the heavy vehicle with the mountain in a bid
to stop it. As a result, oil started gushing out of the tanker. It soon caught fire which reduced to ashes
four trailers laden with wheat and 12 motorcycles. The blaze engulfed the surrounding trees and
bushes on mountains.All the eight injured, including a couple, were bike riders. Fire brigades of
Mianwali Tehsil Municipal Administration and rescue teams extinguished the blaze after many hours
but smoke was still billowing from the burnt vehicles at the time of filing this report in the evening.The
injured were rushed to Mianwali DHQ Hospital and owing to non-availability of a burn unit a woman
and a man were referred to Rawalpindi Burn Unit. The rest were said to be stable.

SAHIWAL: As many as 110 people were injured, four of them critically, when a massive blast
occurred at an LPG decanting outlet on Railway Road on Sunday.The blast was so powerful that four
adjacent shops were totally demolished, while windowpanes of many others were broken.According
to sources, Rao Amanat Ali, the owner, had been illegally running the LPG decanting outlet for
around five years.According to an eyewitness who was also injured, the blast occurred when a
customer threw a burning cigarette in the shop where a small cylinder was being refilled.This, he
said, caused a chain reaction as two big cylinders lying nearby also exploded simultaneously.The
blast caused panic among the shopkeepers and residents of the area.lt took Rescue 1122 firefighters
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some three hours to extinguish the blaze and rescue those trapped under the debris of the destroyed
structures.Provincial minister Malik Nadeem Kamran, who was in his hometown, rushed to spot and
supervised the rescue operation along with officers of district administration.The injured who could be
immediately identified include Rana Aslam, Kamran, Rizwan, Ahmed Saeed, Ahmed Ali, Atif, Asif,
Akhter and Waqgas.The LPG outlet owner who is said to be brother of a PML-N district leader was still
at large.

LAHORE: The livestock department of the City District Government of Lahore (CDGL) on Sunday
seized 1,200kg unhygienic meat near Saggian when it was being transported to various parts of the
city.According to CDGL Deputy District Officer Dr Rahat Ali, the team intercepted a vehicle, seized
the meat and arrested two men who were transporting it. A case was registered against those
arrested.

BADIN: Growers in Malkani Sharif town resumed protest by staging a sit-in on Pangrio-Jhuddo road
and observing a token hunger strike on the second consecutive day on Sunday against what they
described as ‘artificial’ water shortage in the outlets of Naseer Canal for the past many weeks.Talking
to journalists, Pir Fayaz Hussain Shah Rashidi, Malik Tariq Mehmood and other leaders of Sindh
Abadgar Tanzeem who led the protest deplored that despite the fact that several parts of Sindh were
facing flood-like situation the irrigation officials of Sukkur Barrage had stopped release of water in
their outlets.They said that they were provided water only for a few weeks after chief secretary took
notice of their weeks long protest a couple of months back but later the irrigation officials completely
stopped release water down Sangi Regulator of Naseer Canal.They complained that the artificial
water shortage had adversely affected standing crops in their area and demanded high-ups take
notice of their protest, else they would expand it.

OKARA: The Health Department with police sized 7,000 litre adulterated milk at Pul Soba Ram on
Okara-Depalpur Road on Sunday. On a tip-off, Depalpur Assistant Commissioner Imtiaz Khichi and
Health District Officer Dr Shabbir Chishti with police intercepted two vans and seized adulterated
milk. The milk was adulterated with unhealthy ingredients, including urea, formalin, detergent and
ammonia. Later, the milk was discarded. Police have registered a case. Meanwhile, Gogera police
raided Van Lakha village and nabbed two milkmen Ahmad and Javed while Manzoor and Muhammad
Hussain managed to escape. Police also recovered 320kg adulterated Khoya. A case has been
registered.

ISLAMABAD:The Institute of Health & Management Sciences, Islamabad, conducted a one-day
training workshop on ‘Tuberculosis: A Public Health Perspective’.The objective of the workshop was
to make postgraduate students and researchers aware about the severity of tuberculosis in Pakistan
and discuss strategies which may be applied in order to prevent the devastating disease.The
resource person for the workshop, Dr. Adeel Tahir, programme officer at the National TB Control
Programme, stated that Pakistan is ranked 5th in the world among top 22 worst-hit countries with
regard to prevalence of tuberculosis. He stated that a large proportion of TB patients in Pakistan still
remains undiagnosed which is extremely alarming.The chief guest on the occasion was Dr. Hafeez
Ahmad Memon, deputy registrar at the Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Medical University, Islamabad. In
the concluding session of the workshop, Dr. Hafeez Ahmad Memon laid strong emphasis on the need
for conducting such training workshops more frequently so that ample awareness could be created
among public health practitioners regarding grave issues such as TB. While appreciating the
endeavours of the Institute of Health & Management Sciences, Islamabad, he mentioned that the
university is willing to extend full support to all of its affiliated institutes.The training workshop was
attended by more than 30 students and faculty members. In the end, participation certificates were
distributed among participants.The Institute of Health & Management Sciences is currently
conducting Master of Science in Public Health and Doctor of Physical Therapy programme in
affiliation with Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medical University. The sole aim of the institute is to make
the health status of the Pakistani population better and improve the quality of life of common people
by producing qualified and competent public health practitioners.

ISLAMABAD: Uncovered live electric wires in Jinnah Garden pose a serious threat to its residents,
particularly during rainy season.The uncovered wires, in some cases just wrapped up in common
solution tape, can be spotted in several streets. Ulfat Begam, a resident of the locality, pointed out to
the wires covered with solution tape crisis-crossing the streets. "It may result into some incidents or
casualties, but the authorities concerned have turned a blind eye," she said.She had been witnessing
the bare wires since she shifted to the locality three years ago, she added.According to the residents,
the management of Federal Employees Cooperative Housing Society (FECHS), which runs the
affairs of the Garden Town, seems oblivious to the likely effects of the problem. "People are prone to
electrocution because of bare wires. We have lodged several complaints with the FECHS office-
bearers, who have turned a deaf ear," Shakeel Ahmed, another resident, said."They are probably
waiting for some tragic incident before taking any action.”

It may be mentioned that transformers had been installed in the Garden several months ago, but no
steps have been taken by the society management to them make functional.Residents also say that
due to obsolete wires frequent power failures in the area are a routine matter. Sometimes the voltage
goes so high that TV sets, refrigerators and water machines of several residents develop faults and
go out of order.Residents also told this news agency that cattle of nearby villages keep on roaming in
Jinnah Garden and recently a buffalo and cow were killed due to electric current, besides a man
suffered serious electric shock while trying to cross a road. It was also examined that open wires was
not the only problem being faced by the hapless residents of Jinnah Garden. Non-availability of
water, poor sewerage and drainage system, improper cleanliness system and poor security system
are among other major issues. Residents of street No 53 and street No 54 say that they are arranging
water for their homes through water tankers. "The society is bound to provide all the basic facilities
such as water, electricity and gas before giving the possession of plots. But we have been living here
for the past five years and continuously facing water scarcity problem. - APP
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ISLAMABAD: District Coordination Officer DCO Sajid Zafar Dal has said that dengue eruption is
feared due to recent monsoon rains, therefore, all government departments and general public
should be on the alert and work with attention and close coordination to remove all possible breeding
grounds of dengue larvae.DCO said that all government departments must review their anti-dengue
steps on war footing and improve their responsibilities given to them under anti- dengue campaign
and make them result oriented. He said that dengue can only be eliminated with coordinated and
combined efforts because dengue is our common enemy, therefore every single individual and
government departments should discharge their responsibilities for the elimination of dengue with
devotion and diligence. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Residents of the Federal Capital have demanded the authorities concerned to prepare
a mechanism for fixing a fee of medical practitioners, who are exploiting the patients in the name of
treatment in their private clinics.According to them, due to absence of fee structure at official level,
there is an exploitation in this regard and every doctor is charging unjustifiable from patients. They
said that due to this situation, patients have to bear heavy expenses during their treatment as mostly
doctors not only get heavy fees but also prescribe them medicines of their sponsored pharmaceutical
companies.Farooq Sajjad Ali, a patient said "It has become a routine practice that doctors particularly
medical specialists of different field collect heavy fees from patients without considering their financial
condition."He said it is astonishing that senior government doctors operate their private clinics during
their duty timings, which is against professional ethics and norms, while in their absence trainee
doctors examine the patients at OPDs. "Private practice of doctors who are working in public
hospitals should be banned and there should be monitoring system to check whether they are
observing duty hours in their respective hospitals,” another patient, Faseeh Abbas said.He asked the
quarters concerned to take notice of absence of senior doctors at the OPD and different wards during
duty hours.He suggested that these doctors should be allowed to run their clinics in same hospitals in
evening time to facilitate patients by charging low fees.He added with this such patients can get
services, who come from far-flung areas of the country and fail to get consultation from the doctors
due to heavy load at the OPD in daytime and limited hospital timings. He said that despite getting
heavy fees, unlike medical practices in abroad where one doctor examines five to seven patients in a
day, here each doctor examines several patients daily in their private clinics which is against
professional ethics.When contacted, an official of Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) said
that the hospital management was trying its level best to ensure best medical care to the patients. He
added a sufficient number of doctors perform duties at OPDs, including medical officers, professors,
assistant professors and post-graduates, he added.He said the hospital was established with an aim
to provide special healthcare services to the patients with critical diseases. However, the hospital has
now become a major medical facility, which is visited by patients suffering from different diseases
from all over the country. — APP
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ANTI CORRUPTION DRIVE - SINDH

From July to August 201

72 FIRs registered, 209 inquiries launched against of
across province on charges of corruption, misappropri

in past two months
of government

KARACH: The AntiCoruption Establishment (ACE) has veg\starad 72 first information reports, opened 209 inquiries and arrested 52 officials of various
departments for corruption, within two months.

et dclosed m rcsemtaton AGE ralman o o gave 1o Chief Minisier Qaim Al Shah at the CM House on Sunday.

He told the chief minister that FIA and NAB have started sending him inquiries into land, revenue and local government matters such as illegal and double land
allotments, bogus allotment files and such other forgeries and criminal acts. “So far | have received more than 40 inquiries and have formed a two- member
committee to scrutinise them and conduct through inquires so that action could be taken accordingly.

The CM ordered the chairman that the matter being sent to him from FIA and NAB must be taken seriously and serious action should be taken. It is a good omen
that the federal agencies have started posing confidence into ACE " he said.Giving details of the FIRs, inquiries and arrests the chairman ACE said that from July
22,2015 four raids were conducted in Karachi South and arrested three offcials and registered four FIRs. In Karachi East six FIRs have been registered and five
‘accused were held. In West two FIR: 26 inuiries initated and four persons arrested.

He said that in Hyderabad four surprised visis in different departments were paid, three raids conducted, one was trapped, 17 FIRs were registered and 17
officers were arrested. He added that in Jamshoro 7 raids, two traps were made and nine FIRs were registered and 46 inquiries opened and eight oficials of
different grades were arrested.

Similarl, four surprise visits and seven raids were made in Mirpurkhas. As a result, eight FIRs were lodged and four ofiicers were apprehended. In Shaheed
Benazirabad eight surprise visits and two raids were conducted. In Sukkur five surprise visits and six raids were conducted, 13 FIRs were registered and 24
inquiries initiated and 9 officers were arrested.

‘The chairman said that In Larkana five raids were conducted, four officers trapped, 13 FIRs were registered, 135 inquiries were opened and eight officers were
arested.
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