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DETAILS

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif said that the protective arrangements for coping
with the possible flood and monsoon should be better than the previous year and all protective
arrangements should be regularly monitored. He said that the Cabinet Committee on Flood should
ensure immediate implementation of the decisions taken in regard to coping with the possibility of
floods and warned that he will not tolerate any delay in this regard.

While addressing a high level meeting at Civil Secretariat through a video link, Shahbaz said that
all precautionary measures for damage control in case of flooding in monsoon should be promptly
taken. Shahbaz Sharif said that all concerned federal and provincial departments should complete
precautionary arrangements for coping with possible flood. He said that Cabinet Committee on
Flood should personally monitor protective arrangements by visiting various places. He said that
protective arrangements should be effective and comprehensive in all respects.

The Chief Minister directed that the weather situation and flow of water in the rivers should be
monitored at all times and all concerned departments and institutions should remain alert in view of
the situation. Shahbaz Sharif directed Cabinet Committee on Flood to personally visit 13 places of
the province and review protective arrangements. He said that members of the committee should
personally inspect protective bunds and spurs on rivers. He further said that in addition to
protective arrangements, the committee should also review the stock of medicines and the working
condition of necessary equipments.

The Chief Minister directed concerned officials to immediately remove encroachments alongside
with the help of district administration and police. Shahbaz said that there should be an effective
system of data sharing between federal and provincial governments. He added that there will be
third party audit of protective arrangements being made for coping with the possible flood. He
directed the Cabinet Committee on Flood to ensure implementation on the decisions taken in this
regard. CM said that the boats, de-watering sets and other equipments should also in working
condition. He said that there should be abundant stock of medicines, clean drinking water, fodder
for livestock and other necessary items. He also directed that the ongoing work for improvement of
drainage canals of Sialkot be completed as soon as possible.

KARACHI: Reham Khan, the better half of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) Chief Imran Khan, on
Saturday criticized the Sindh government, saying what the use of the government is if people have
to depend on welfare organizations. Talking to newsmen on her arrival to Karachi, Reham Khan
said she came to the port city to express sympathy with those who died of heat-wave and not for
playing politics.

"Hundreds of people fell prey to the heat-wave but the provincial government did not fulfill its
responsibilities”, Reham lamented. She said there is no use of having a provincial and federal
governments if people have to rely on welfare organizations, adding the people of Karachi were b

eing ignored like those of Thar. Reham Khan, flanked by PTI leaders Imran Ismail and Faisal
Vawda, visited the Jinnah Hospital where she met the patients of heat-wave and enquired about
the facilities available in the hospital.

Talking to the media men, Imran Ismail said his party was raising voice against the Sindh
government on every platform. He said Imran Khan will also visit Karachi and attend an Iftar dinner
to collect funds for Shukat Khanam Memorial Hospital.

At least 1, 360 patients have died due to heatstroke in different hospitals in Karachi. Following the
rising number of deaths due to the heatwave, the Pakistan Red Crescent Society established
Heatstroke Treatment Centres in the city, almost all of them operating inside Red Crescent’s
existing Medical Units in Karachi. Open to all, the centres provide free-of-charge quality treatment
to those who are suffering from heatstroke.

More than a hundred patients were treated in the Red Crescent Diagnostic Centre Clifton, Red
Crescent Medical Centre Guru Mandir, Red Crescent Medical Centre Orangi and Red Crescent
Medical Unit Liagatabad.

Patients who arrive at the medical centres will be exposed to cold air, sponged down and given an
oral rehydration sachet (ORS) and IV drips. The Red Crescent’s own doctors are looking after the
patients and in case a person needs further care, the Red Crescent will deploy its ambulances to
bring patients to the nearest hospital. “We have printed thousands of brochures about heatstroke
to create awareness about its symptoms and prevention methods,” says the Pakistan Red
Crescent Society’s provincial secretary, Mr. Kanwar Waseem. “Our volunteers are currently
distributing the brochures at different public places including hospitals, traffic stops and Red
Crescent Medical Centres,” he adds, urging people not to go out unnecessarily and to stay indoors
until the heatwave ends. To explain heatstroke treatments to the public, Dr. Muzzamil Perves,
Medical Officer for the Red Crescent, appeared on Pakistan’s local news channel, GEO TV.

KARACHI: Discrepancies have begun to show up in the data collected on Karachi’'s deadly
heatwave victims of Southern Sindh province, as four more deaths were reported on Thursday.
Two weeks after Karachi’s heatwave killed thousands of people, government-run hospitals have
added to the confusion of lapses by failing to log important details of the victims. A total of 1271
people have been declared dead, but the statistics might be made up on guesses, according to a
Sindh Health Director.

Sindh Health Director-General Hasan Murad Shah told a private media outlet that atleast 36,103
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people have been affected by the heatwave since June 20. Health Secretary Saeed Ahmed
Mangnejo claimed that people from Karachi's west, central and Korangi districts have been
affected the most.

Met-Office predicted monsoon rains with thundershower over Islamabad, upper Punjab
(Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Sargodha, Lahore and Sahiwal divisions), Hazara division and Kashmir
from Sunday (night)/Monday, while rain-thundershower with isolated heavy falls is expected in
most parts of Punjab, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Kashmir from Tuesday to Friday.Very hot and
humid weather is expected in the plain areas of the country during the weekend
(Saturday/Sunday).

KARACHI: Sindh health authorities on Thursday announced five more deaths in the province —
four in Karachi and one in Tando Allahyar — as it formally lifted the ‘heatwave emergency’ it had
imposed earlier. All available resources were put forward to deal with the heatwave which killed
1,271 alone in the metropolis since June 20, when the first heatstroke victims arrived at hospitals.
“The heatwave has finally waned as has been suggested by the improved weather and the reports
we have received from the Met office,” said a senior official in the provincial health department
while speaking to Dawn. “And now when the number of victims has reduced to the minimal we
have formally lifted the emergency that had been imposed when the situation was critical,” he
added.

He said with four more deaths at Karachi’s Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) the city’s
death toll rose to 1,271 while 102 people died in other districts of the province. All additional
facilities, he said, which included heatstroke centres, camps and makeshift facilities were being
wrapped up. “All hospitals in Sindh, including Karachi, have returned to their normal mode and
staff which had earlier been diverted to work in dedicated facilities for heatstroke victims are back
to their original postings,” said the official.

Dr Seemin Jamali, joint executive director of the JPMC, while speaking to Dawn said, “We are still
receiving heatstroke patients at our hospital, but they are few in number.” She said so far 378
heatstroke patients had died at the JPMC, the most recorded by any hospital in the province.
Similarly, officials at the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), which runs scores of hospitals
including the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, and doctors at the Civil Hospital Karachi said they were
wrapping up their extra facilities, which they had set up to treat heatstroke patients and the few
patients who were still coming in were being taken care of at their routine emergency departments.

The figures received by authorities show that the victims were not just drug addicts, beggars and
homeless persons, but a significant number of them hailed from low-income groups living in
ghetto-like impoverished neighbourhoods of the city. About 50 per cent of the victims had homes
and families, and most of them were above 50 years of age. Power outages remained an issue vis-
a-vis the deaths caused by the heatwave as people living in poorly-ventilated houses were found
to be most affected by the sizzling weather. The government earlier said at least 37pc of the
heatwave victims were women. Health experts said those who lived under the sky found no outlet
to cater to dehydration caused by heatstroke in the month of fasting.

Responding to the increasing dem-ands by experts and civil society, Sindh local government
minister, Sharjeel Inam Memon, on Thursday ordered for widespread tree plantation in the city and
elsewhere in the province. Once a yearly feature, plantation of trees has virtually stalled in Karachi
for many years since the city found no new mayor because of delays in local government
elections. Doctors and environmentalists blame the KMC, which is being run by government-
appointed bureaucrats for six years, for uprooting thousands of fully grown trees in the city for
unexplained reasons depriving shelter to those directly exposed to the sun. Records show that the
effect of the heatwave on the young population was phenomenally low. Though hundreds of
children were shifted to hospitals, very few did not survive. Some experts say children survive
heatstroke better than elders as they normally do not fast and take liquids when needed. However,
others refer to many studies saying children should be more vulnerable to heatstroke.

The Supreme Court on Thursday summoned the attorney general and advocate generals of the
four provinces to appear personally on the next hearing of a case relating to protective measures
to check flood disaster.

A three-member bench of the apex court headed by Justice Saqib Nisar heard the case. The court
also summoned chief secretaries of the four provinces, Flood Commission chairman, National
Disaster Management Authority chairman, Provincial Disaster Management Authorities director
generals and other officials concerned. Justice Saqib Nisar in his remarks said it is an important
issue and there is a need to make serious efforts to resolve it with effective precautionary
measures.

The death toll from the devastating heatwave that began in Pakistan almost two weeks ago has
risen to 1,250, according to government officials. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif travelled to assess
the situation on Wednesday in Karachi, the Sindh provincial capital, which has suffered the worst
of the ill effects. The death toll was issued in a government statement handed to Sharif during the
high-level meeting. While temperatures have started to subside in Pakistan, according to local
media reports the mercury hit 122F (50C) at its peak. The latest government statement also
revealed that a total of 65,000 patients were treated for heatstroke at hospitals in Karachi online
over the past two weeks.

Pakistan’s heatwave began on 19 June, and has coincided with the holy month of Ramadan for a
country where around 95 per cent of the population is Muslim. The severity of the weather has lead
faith leaders to urge followers to hold off from fasting if they are at any risk of sunstroke.

Speaking to Australia’s ABC News, prominent cleric Tahir Ashrafi said: “We [religious scholars]
have highlighted on various television channels that those who are at risk, especially in Karachi
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where there is a very serious situation, should abstain from fasting. “Islam has drawn conditions for
fasting, it is even mentioned in the holy Koran that patients and travellers who are not able to bear
fasting can delay it and people who are weak or old and are at risk of falling sick or even dying
because of fasting should abstain.” Nonetheless, there have been reports of some shops
continuing to refuse to sell water and eating and drinking in public remain illegal under the
country’s laws for “respecting Ramadan”.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif flew to the mega port city of Karachi
yesterday, where a relentless heatwave has killed more than 1,200 people over the past 10 days.
Sharif presided over a meeting of senior officials on the “recent intense heat wave in Karachi and
the resulting casualties”, a PM office press release said.

The prime minister was informed that the heatwave hit Karachi on June 19 and more than 65,000
patients were reported in Karachi hospitals during this period, out of which more than 1,200 lost
their lives. “Most of those who lost their lives were homeless people whose dehydration was
aggravated due to fasting during Ramadan in the extreme weather,” an official said at the meeting.
Hundreds of people were still being treated in at least four government-owned and private
hospitals, the provincial health departments said.

Opposition parties criticised authorities in Karachi for failing to launch a campaign to ensure that
people should not be exposed in the sun when the severe heatwave was approaching. The
meteorological department argued that a break in the routine sea breeze in the city of nearly 20mn
people caused the heatwave. The frequent power outages and shortage of water in Karachi were
also blamed for the high number of deaths. Sharif described the heat wave as “unprecedented in
the history of Pakistan” and promised that all departments which “shirked their responsibilities
adding to public misery would be held accountable in a transparent manner”. The prime minister
said lessons should be learnt from such calamities and measures should be taken to avoid their
recurrence in the future. Officials said hundreds of shelters have been set up by local authorities,
the military, political parties and social welfare groups to treat the affected people. Director of
Pakistan Meteorological Department Mohamed Hanif said high humidity and low wind caused the
severe heat wave.

Meanwhile, this year Pakistan will receive normal monsoon rainfall. However, higher intensity rains
are expected in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and northern Punjab. Meanwhile it is feared that the
drought-stricken areas of Sindh and Balochistan will receive low rainfall which may aggravate the
drought situation. These points were shared in a day-long Co-ordination Conference organised by
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) at the Prime Minister Office Auditorium
yesterday to review the state of preparedness for the monsoon season- 2015. On the occasion
NDMA shared a few pointers on the National Monsoon Contingency Response Directive-2015
based on experiences of past floods.

During the meeting senior officials of Pakistan Meteorological Department informed the
participants that it expected to receive below average rainfall during the monsoon season. Majority
of the rainfall will be received in the last week of July till end of August, according to the Met office.
Prevalence of strong westerly system in Afghanistan and K-P are forecast. Chances of an erratic
monsoon because of climate change have also not been ruled out. In the meeting comprehensive
response guidelines about preparedness, early warning, rescue, relief, rehabilitation and
coordination points were highlighted. The role of disaster management organizations, federal and
provincial departments and humanitarian organizations also came under spotlight.

An official in PMD who wished to remain anonymous said considering the current weather
patterns, it is expected that Pakistan will receive slightly below average rainfall. However it is
expected that the climate change could affect the pattern of monsoon rainfall in Pakistan, he said.
“Chances are that some parts of the country could receive rainfall for a short time which could
cause floods”, he said. The official said that just like previous year there were low chances of
floods in the country. However in September heavy floods triggered by monsoon rains affected
vast lands of Punjab and Azad Jummu and Kashmir and claimed over 130 lives.

Senior environmental expert Pervaiz Amir said that Pakistan’s monsoon rains intensity depends on
how much neighbouring country India receives. It was entirely dependent on the amount of rain
received by the catchment areas of Jhelum and Chenab rivers. He also mentioned that the
intensity of monsoon rainfall depends on the heatwave intensity experienced before the start of the
season. “Unfortunately PMD forecast is based on its 100-year-old models, not on what is going
around,” he said.

The changing response to natural disasters by civil society groups and the government has
reduced the need for an on-the-ground presence of the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Pakistan and some other Asian countries. Outgoing head of
OCHA'’s Asia-Pacific Bangkok office Oliver Lacey-Hall said of Pakistan and Thailand, “We're
seeing this kind of changing regional environment, which means there is less requirement for
OCHA to be ‘on the ground’ in those countries.”

Major disasters such as floods in Thailand and Pakistan, and the Indian Ocean and Japan
tsunamis, galvanised governments and civil society groups to make their countries more resilient.
About a decade ago, before the Japanese tsunami, many countries in the region did not have
natural disaster management authorities, he said, and OCHA used to go into disaster-hit countries
and coordinate humanitarian aid themselves. Lacey-Hall said he recently told Indonesia’s national
disaster management authority: “Our sense is that you don’t need us in the way that you did
before.” Answer? “Absolutely, we don’t,” he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in an interview.

After a decade of responding to massive floods, storms and earthquakes, the UN is downsizing its
humanitarian staff in some Asian countries where governments have stepped up with funds and
manpower. The UN OCHA says it will close in Papua New Guinea this month and Sri Lanka by the
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end of the year, while “radically downsizing” in Indonesia, said Lacey-Hall. It will, however,
maintain its regional office in Bangkok to help governments prepare for disasters and support
coordination of assistance after disaster strikes. “If we have a large-scale disaster in this region
— as you saw in Nepal — boom, we’ re in there. And we provide that support fairly rapidly,”
Lacey-Hall said.

OCHA'’s Nepal office, which was meant to close this week, was scaled up from one person to more
than 30 after the earthquakes in April and May.

ISLAMABAD: National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) organized a one day Coordination
Conference at PM Office Auditorium on 30 June 2015 to review the state of preparedness for
Monsoon Season-2015. This Conference was the culmination of high level provincial/regional
consultative process initiated in April 2015 by NDMA at all provinces, AJ&K, GB and FATA to
formulate National Monsoon Contingency Response Directive based on the inputs of all key
stakeholders. The National Conference was attended by representatives from Federal, Provincial
& Regional authorities (DMAs), Armed forces, Pakistan Metrological Department (PMD), Federal
Flood Commission(FFC), SUPARCO, Rescue 1122, UN organizations, NHN, PHF, Boy
Scouts/Girl guides of Pakistan and all relevant provincial & federal departments.

The Conference started with opening remarks by Chairman NDMA, Major General Asghar Nawaz.
During the Conference, while presenting Monsoon Outlook 2015 PMD indicated that "slightly below
average rainfall Monsoon" is predicted for 2015, in which major thrust will be from last week of July
to end of August. Higher intensity rains are expected in KP, Northern Punjab, low rainfall is
expected in Southern parts of the Country mainly Sindh & Balochistan while drought hit areas of
Sindh and Balochistan may have very less rains. Prevalence of strong westerly system in
Afghanistan/ KP is forecasted and chances of an erratic monsoon vis a vis climate change have
also not been ruled out.The low rainfall in drought hit areas may aggravate drought situation.

NDMA presented salient of National Monsoon Contingency Response Directive-2015 which is
based on experiences of past floods, conclusion of climate and visualization of well conceived
contingency scenarios. Total four contingency scenarios have been visualized and the Most Likely
Scenario is visualized as "Normal Monsoon in the Country”. It was highlighted that preparations be
made for a normal Monsoon and adequate safeguards must be taken for even adverse scenarios
to put forth an effective response. Rehabilitation and Coordination Points were emphasized
including role of all Disaster Management Organizations, Federal Provincial Departments and
Humanitarian Organizations. Emphasis was also laid on looking after needs of vulnerable groups,
aged, disabled, elderly and women.

Comprehensive Response Guidelines about Preparedness, Early Warning, Rescue, Relief, Brief
presentations by various federal government departments, UN and other humanitarian
organizations alongside an exclusive coordination discourse marked the proceedings. Chairman
NDMA, in his concluding remarks emphasized that in view of resource constraint environment the
challenge is enormous but through better preparedness and efficient coordination it can be well
managed.

KARACHI: Death toll because of scorching heatwave in the Southern part of Pakistan over the last
few days has climbed to 1,659, out of which 1219 deaths are reported from various private and
government hospitals of Karachi whereas 10 deaths are reported from other parts of Sindh. The
rest of persons were those who were unable to reach the hospitals. Though the temperature has
decreased a bit as compared to last few days but still 14 more people died due to heatstroke in
various hospitals of Karachi.

On Monday, another seven patients at Jinnah Hospital Karachi, three at Sindh Government
Hospital Korangi, two at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, one at New Karachi Government Hospital and
Civil Hospital Karachi died of heatstroke.mThe rate of deaths due to heatstroke is decreased as
the weather has turned pleasant a bit from the last four days. In Karachi, the temperature topples
to 36-38 degree Celsius after hitting 45 degree Celsius at the peak of the heat wave last week. The
majority of the deaths in Karachi have been among the elderly, the poor and labourers who work
outdoors. According to Sindh Health Minister Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar, 35 percent of the
Karachi heatstroke victims were women.

During the last few days, 362 bodies have been brought to the Jinnah Hospital, 170 to Civil, 190 to
Abbasi Shaheed, 30 to KMC hospitals, 20 to Sindh Government Hospital New Karachi, 25 to
Korangi General Hospital, 39 to Indus, 55 to three branches of Ziauddin, 68 to Liagat National, 39
to Qatar Hospital, 30 to Aga Khan, 23 to Memon Medical and 40 to Patel Hospital.

According to health officials, inconsistent power supply from K-electric is the key-factor behind the
enormous life loss. Power outage has become the matter of public ire which has worsened the
situation has created a tumultuous situation in the city. Hospitals are facing loadshedding problem
for several hours and because of which hospital staff are facing hurdles in serving the patients.

MANILA, PHILIPPINES: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved assistance of over
$220 million to help Pakistan rebuild and upgrade roads, bridges and other high-priority
infrastructure damaged by the devastating 2014 floods.

“Pakistan is highly dependent on agriculture and prone to floods and other extreme weather
related-events like the current severe heat wave, and these will worsen as a result of climate
change,” said Donneth Walton, Principal Natural Resources and Agriculture Specialist in ADB’s
Central and West Asia Department. “This assistance will support a build-back-better approach,
with multi-hazard-resistant features incorporated into the restored infrastructure.”

The floods in September 2014 displaced over 2.5 million people across 44 districts, and damaged
more than 445,000 hectares of agricultural land, causing severe hardship to about a quarter of a
million farmers. A flood assessment report in 2014 estimated recovery needs at around $440
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million, including $56 million for building resilience of the affected population and their productive
assets. The ADB loan will be used to rebuild important infrastructure in the worst-hit areas of
Punjab Province and the districts of Haveli, Kotli and Poonch. The restored infrastructure will be
built to withstand future extreme weather events. A $2 million technical assistance grant will be
extended to increase the capacity of disaster oversight agencies to plan for and handle future
disasters. ADB’s assistance will complement relief efforts by other development partners. It will
also allow the Government of Pakistan to redirect its finances to housing and livelihood cash
grants for vulnerable groups, which will help restore economic activity in affected areas. The
project will be carried out over 3 years with an expected completion date of June 2018.

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive
economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. Established in
1966, it is owned by 67 members — 48 from the region. In 2014, ADB assistance totaled $22.9
billion, including cofinancing of $9.2 billion.

KARACHI: The harsh heatwave which killed more than 1,300 people in Karachi and other parts of
Sindh over the past few days has ended, says a Met official. He said on Sunday that there was no
threat of another such gruelling heatwave in the country, including its largest city along the Arabian
Sea, this summer. He said that in line with the climate pattern of June, hot and dry weather was
expected in most parts of the country over the next few days with maximum temperature in the
range of 45 to 47 degrees Celsius in the plains of south Punjab, upper Sindh, Sibbi and Makran
divisions.

KARACHI: While another 30 people lost their lives because of heatstroke on Sunday, several
provincial ministers visited various hospitals and blamed prolonged power outages in the city for
over 1,200 deaths before Pakistan Peoples Party chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari made a trip of
the Civil Hospital Karachi amid optimum security cordon and caught the sight of patients who had
little space to lie on and poor facilities to convalesce fast.

With the 30 new deaths, the authorities at various hospitals said that the death toll had risen to
1,306 in Sindh — 1,214 in Karachi alone — since March 20. Health Minister Jam Mehtab Dahar,
who visited the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, said some 37 per cent of the total people
died of heatstroke were women. Although, the PPP chief, who visited the CHK with Chief Minister
Syed Qaim Ali Shah and Senator Sherry Rehman, did not speak to the media during his visit,
those present there said he was not happy with the facilities in the hospital either.

Once very vocal on the social media, Mr Bhutto-Zardari refrained to tweet about his visit and share
any orders he had given to the provincial authorities to save further loss of life. However, it seemed
that he might have left it to Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon to go for another outburst
replete with accusations against the federal government and K-Electric. Mr Memon, in tandem with
minister Dahar, claimed that half of more than 1,200 people died during the punishing heatwave
could have been saved had the prolonged power outages not carried out. “Loadshedding has
messed up everything in the city and all this is happening because of the mismanagement of K-
Electric and the federal government,” said Mr Memon after visiting the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital,
where around 200 heatstroke victims have died. He said those who were earning billions of rupees
had failed to supply power properly to the citizens. “They blame it on line losses and faults for
power outages, tell me who if not K-Electric is responsible to rectify these faults and line losses,”
he said. Mr Dahar said people belonged to both genders and almost all ages died because of
heatstroke. He claimed 50pc deaths could have been prevented if the power supply remained
normal. “The majority of the heatstroke victims were men, particularly those above 40 years, yet
the heatwave’s 37pc victims were women, and there were children as well — most of whom,
however, luckily survived,” said Mr Dahar.

Doctors at the National Institute of Child Health say children survived heatstroke more proficiently
than elders for the reason that they do not fast and if they do they don’t hesitate to take the liquids
— an emergency tool to save a heatstroke patient’s life. Officials at the provincial health
department said they had documented the death of at least 30 more people in Sindh — 28 in
Karachi and one each in Hyderabad and Tando Allahyar districts. “With today’s deaths, the death
toll in the province is now 1,306 with 1,214 in Karachi and 92 in other districts,” said the official.

A representative of the Edhi Foundation said its volunteers buried a dozen more unclaimed bodies.
He said the foundation had already buried more than 300 such bodies in its graveyard. Officials at
the city’s hospitals said a majority of the dead appeared to have hailed from low-income groups in
addition to many homeless, beggars and drug addicts.

KARACHI: At least 17 more people died Monday from heatstroke or dehydration in Karachi, where
the death toll from an extreme wave has mounted to 1,167. An emergency has been imposed at
Karachi hospitals due to the large number of heatstroke patients.

17 more patients lost their lives during the last 24 hours despite that fact that the number of
patients has considerably gone down from last week, during which the city braced 10-year-record
temperatures. So far, 365 heatstroke or dehydration patients have died at the Jinnah Hospital, 148
at Civil Hospital, 232 at KMC hospitals, 75 at the Liaquat National Hospital, 45 at the Indus
hospital, 14 at Korangi hospital, 6 at the Sindh Government Hospital Liaguatabad, 19 at Ojha
hospital, 32 at Qatar hospital, 30 at Patel hospital, and 60 at the Ziauddin hospital.

The city of 20 million inhabitants is a sprawling metropolis with few green areas and has scant
facilities for coping with intensely hot weather. After peaking at around 45 degrees Celsius (113
Fahrenheit) on the weekend of June 20-21, the heat subsided to the mid-30s later in the week as
the city's customary cooling sea breeze returned.

This year's heatwave has also coincided with the start of the Islamic fasting month of Ramadan,
during which millions of devout Pakistanis abstain from food and drink from sunrise to sunset.
Medical experts say simple precautionary measures can save citizens from becoming victims of
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heatstroke.

KARACHI: Nearly two-thirds of the victims of a killer heatwave that swept Sindh last week were
homeless people, the provincial health minister said Monday, as the death toll in Karachi reached
over 1,200. The city of 20 million inhabitants is a sprawling metropolis with few green areas and
has scant facilities for coping with intensely hot weather. Those living on the city's streets have little
access to shelter or safe drinking water, making them particularly vulnerable to the scorching
temperatures.

“About 60 to 65 per cent of the heatstroke victims were beggars and heroin addicts, street people,”
Jam Mehtab Dahar, the provincial health minister told AFP. Zafar Ejaz, a senior health official, said
the death toll as of Monday stood at 1,229 across the city's hospitals. After peaking at around 45
degrees Celsius (113 Fahrenheit) on the weekend of June 20-21, the heat subsided to the mid-30s
later in the week as the city's customary cooling sea breeze returned.

Among the remaining 35 to 40 per cent of deaths, elderly women who died in their homes
comprised a majority, Dahar said, suggesting power cuts had played a role as people had been
unable to use fans or air conditioners. “The women were at homes and not directly exposed to
heat unlike the street people,” Dahar added. This year's heatwave has also coincided with the start
of Ramazan, during which millions of devout Pakistanis abstain from food and drink from sunrise to
sunset. Under the The Ehtram-e-Ramazan Ordinance, 1981, it is illegal for Muslims to eat or drink
in public during daylight hours in Ramazan, though the crisis prompted some clerics to advise
people they should stop fasting if their health is at risk.

e According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)'s Financial
Tracking Service (FTS), donors have committed/contributed US$221 million of humanitarian
assistance to Pakistan so far in 2015. This includes US$59.0 million of domestic funding from
the Government of Pakistan.

o Of the total funding in 2015, US$20.0 million has been channelled directly to Sindh province.

e The UN-coordinated Pakistan Humanitarian Strategic Plan 2015 requested US$434 million
from donors to respond to humanitarian needs in the country. It is currently 37% funded at
US$160 million. A further US$61 million has been committed/contributed outside the appeal.

e 14% (US$29.9 million) of humanitarian funding to Pakistan in 2015 is allocated to the health
sector.

e The United States (US) donated the largest sum received by Pakistan in 2015, contributing
30% (US$66.6 million) of total current funding.
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PDMA SINDH UPDATES ON HEAT WAVE SITUATION
| Status Of Heatstroke Impacts In Sindh os of June 27,2015

Status Of Heatstroke Impacts In Sindh os of June 27, 2015

Details of casualities and Hospital working in public and private sector from 20th to 27th June 2015, are as under;

Civil Hospital 170
JPMC Hospital 351
SG Qatar Hospital 42
SGH New Karachi Hospital 27
SGH Liaquatabad Hospital 06
SGH Korangi 29
SGH Saudabad 03
SGH Lyari General Hospital 01
Private Hospitals of Karachi 370
KMC Hospital of Karachi 226
Other District of Sindh Exclusive Karachi 08
Total Number of Deaths 1,233

Provincial Emergency Operation Center of PDMA Sindh is working round the clock to monitor the situation and helping the
affectees. The telephone numbers are;

PEOC 021-99239524

PDMA Head Office 021-99251458, 021-35842430, 021-35842433
Fax 021-99251463

Details of Heat Stroke Centers Established under KMC and Details of Casualities
Hospitals Treated Deaths

Abbassi Shaheed Hpsital 4,500 195
Gazdarabad General Hospital 1,200 03
Landhi Medical Complex 3,000

SRS Hospital 2,000 0
Leprosy Hospital - -
Spencer Eye Hospital 400 0
CEC Shah Faisal 1,500 05
CEC Landhi 1,110 02
KIHD - -
Homoepathic Hospital 300 03
Gizri at. Home 3,200 0
Sobraj mat. Hospital 3,100 04
PHCC Liyari 112 0
Mangophir Meternity Home DMC West 900 01
Old Golimar Dispensary DMC West 600 0
Hasrat Mohani Maternity Home DMC West 700

Orangi Maternity Home DMC West 800 0
Soldier Bazar Maternity Home DMC East 500 01
PIB Maternity Home DMC East 550 0
Sindhi Muslim MCH Center DMC East 315 0
Miran Pir Maternity Home DMC South 200 01
ED Dispernsary DMC South 500 0
E.A.N Maternity Home DMC South 700 0
Mehmoodabad Dispensary DMC South 700

Liagatabad Maternity Home DMC Central 1000 01
Staff Clinic Liagatabad No.04 DMC Central 1,100 0
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Goharabad Dispensary Gulberg DMC Central

Umerkhan Dispensary, New Karachi DMC Malir
RHC Manghopir Maternity Home, DMC Malir
Razaqabad Maternity Home, DMC Malir

Aasoo Goth Mat. Home Neat Bakra Piri DMC Malir
Korangi Mat. Home, DMC korangu

Landhi 5-1/2 Maternity Home, DMC Korangi
Liagat Market Mat. Home, DMC korangi
Model Colony Mat. Home DMC korangi
KDA Poly Clinic, Civic center

Al-razi Dispensary, DMC West

Kh. Garib Nawaz Dispensary DMC West
Asifabad Dispensary, DMC West
Rashidabad Dispensary, DMC West

Grand Total

District

Thatta

STEVE]

Hyderabad

Tando Muhammad Khan
Badin

Tando Allahyar
\ENET]

Jamshoro

Dadu

Mirpurkhas

Umerkot

Tharparkar

Shaheed Benazirabad

Sanghar

Naushero Feroze
Kahirpur

Sukkur

Ghotki

Larkana

Kambar
Shikarpur
Kashmore
Jacobabad
TOTAL

Source: PDMA Sindh, http://www.pdma.gos.pk/new/
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DETAILS

ISLAMABAD: The Interior Ministry's spokesman Saturday said that the National Action Plan
(NAP) was a national agenda and all concerned ministries and departments which were jointly
working to implement it in letter and spirit. In a statement issued here, the spokesman said "We
greatly respect the observation of the superior judiciary". He said that the implementation report on
NAP against terrorism would be presented before Supreme Court next week. He said as a result of
the NAP, terrorist activities in the country were significantly decreased and it had also been
acknowledged by the international organizations and think tanks. He pointed out that 54,376
combing operations were conducted in which 60,420 culprits were arrests so for adding that 3019
intelligence based operations had also been carried out and 1388 intelligence were shared.
Talking about SIMs verification, he said that about 97.9 million SIMs had been verified through
biometrics process while 5.1 million were blocked.

About 1176 cases had been registered while 1799 arrests were made to stop the hate speeches
and publishing of provoking materials, he added. The spokesperson said all the federal and
provincial departments, intelligence agencies and arm forces were closely working to implement
NAP and the apex Committees were monitoring it. He said that so far 27 meetings of the
Committees had been held. He said the operation Zarb-e-Azb had broken the backbone of
terrorists. Giving details of operation Zarb-e-Azb, he said that about 20 thousands miscreants were
either killed or injured so far while 2500 had been arrested. About 400 IED fabricators had been
arrested and 100 terrorists' networks had been busted, he added. The spokesman said as a result
of Karachi operation 44 percent cased of target killing had been reduced while 37 percent murders,
46 percent terrorism and 23 percent theft incidents had been decreased. About 56,000 criminals
including 688 terrorists had been arrested, he added. He pointed out that about 8111 activists of
proscribed organizations had been placed in fourth schedule while cases had been registered
against 1026 people among them. He said that Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) and State Bank
have either registered cases or frozen Rs 2 billion to stop suspicious transactions and to check
anti-money laundering. He said that work on various components such as social media,
repatriation of Afghan refugees, breaking financial networks of terrorists, FATA reforms, Madaris
registrations was underway. However, he said there were some internal as well as external
obstacles in way of speedy progress on these issues. The spokesman said that checking activities
of Non Government Organizations NGOs were not a part of NAP.

He, however, added that the present government took notice of NGOs' activities in the country and
was trying to regulate them through a proper regulatory mechanism. He said that taking notice of
the issue of the NGOs, the Prime Minister had recently directed to hand over the affairs of NGOs
to Interior Ministry from Economic Affairs division and gave six month time to streamline the
process. He expressed the hope that within the stipulated period, a comprehensive regulatory
mechanism would be put in place to regulating NGOs including regulating their funding. The
Spokesman said that the situation had significantly improved vis a vis security situation which had
been duly acknowledged by the international community and think tanks.

KARACHI: Rangers on Sunday rounded up about 65 people allegedly involved in criminal
activities from different parts of the city. During the raids, Rangers and police nabbed the
aforementioned suspects, six of whom belong to a political party while four others are from a
defunct outfit, Express News reported. The areas where the raids were conducted were Gulshan-
e-Igbal, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Orangi Town, Landhi, Lyari, Shah Faisal Colony, Al Falah, Jauharabad
and Khameso Goth. According to reports, a large amount of narcotics and ammunition was also
recovered from their possession. On June 24, as many as ten suspected militants were killed as
Rangers conducted two separate raids on the outskirts of the megalopolis late on Tuesday night.
Three personnel were also wounded during the exchange of fire with the militants.

In the first encounter, the LEA was raiding a suspected hideout of a banned outfit in Kathore near
Super Highway following a tip off. As officials were setting up a cordon, militants allegedly started
unprovoked firing to break through. During the subsequent exchange of fire, two militants were
killed, but their accomplices managed to escape under the cover of darkness. A Rangers’
spokesperson claimed that they had chased the fleeing militants, adding that another encounter
took place during the chase. In the second encounter, four more militants were killed while two
Rangers personnel suffered injuries.

QUETTA: Awaran Rehabilitation Project Director Aziz Jamali has said that up to 16 thousand
houses were demolished in Awaran and Kech districts in the 2013 earthquake. Around 27
thousand people became homeless in the Awaran earthquake. The reconstruction of these
houses began 11 months ago with 3 thousand houses completed to date.

Addressing a press conference here at Quetta Press Club he said that construction work on
another 10 thousand houses is underway. He added that the project worth Rs4 billion would soon
be completed. He said that water supply, school and basic health units have been 70%
completed in these areas. Each family is being provided two hundred and fifty thousand rupees in
three instalments. He said that the 2013 earthquake had killed 900 people and more than 2,000
people were injured. 300,000 people had been affected over an area of 40 thousand square
kilometers. He said that the government responded to the needs of food, medicines and basic
health facilities immediately. In the second phase the reconstruction of homes for homeless
people began with the funding of 4 billion rupees by the federal and provincial governments. He
said that the RHA project was vested with the responsibility of rehabilitation of the homeless
people. A total of 96 people, of which 86 were locals, were recruited to the project and 10
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vehicles purchased for the three-year scheme. He said that 40 per cent work has been
completed on the project. Some 16 thousand homes, 176 schools, 42 water supply schemes and
7 health centres were to be rehabilitated by the project. Since it began its work in January 2014
there were 54 schools, 7 health units, 34 water supply schemes under construction. He said that
the gas plant announced by minister of state had been tendered. He said that the local people
were also trained to build homes in the project. He said that the local population would also be
provided solar system, adding that cheques worth 2 billion rupees had been given to 26 thousand
people. He said the Saudi government has committed 25 million dollars for construction of 8
thousand homes.

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Dera Ghazi Khan police said on Friday two wanted men had been injured as
the operation in Kacha area continued for the second consecutive day. District Police Officer
(DPO) Ghulam Mubashir told The Express Tribune that police had identified hideouts of Aziza
Girwar gang through the use of helicams. He said police had cleared five kilometres along River
Sindh in Bait Sadeela in a day-long operation. He said three gang hideouts were uncovered in the
operation. The DPO said the men had been asked to surrender a number of times but they had
attacked policemen with rocket launchers and mortars. He said firing had been exchanged
between the two sides throughout the day. He said no policeman had been injured in the
operation. He said when police entered one of the hideouts, police had found bloodstained
binoculars by a window. He said blood was also found in several windows, leading them to believe
that at least three men had been injured. “They took their injured comrades and hid in the forest
near Bhatimetla in Shah Saddardin area,” he said.

He said 500 policemen were taking part in the operation. He said armoured personnel carriers,
helicams, boats and other modern equipment had been deployed to ensure success of the
operation. He said the Aziza Girwar gang was an associate of Chotu Mazari Gang. He said its
members were wanted for dozens of robberies, kidnappings for ransom and murders. The DPO
said the operation was launched after a team led by him had raided a hideout on Thursday
morning. “We received information from a member of Chotu gang when he was arrested a few
days ago. He told us where the Girwar Gang was hiding in Dera Ghazi Khan. “The men attacked
the police team in an attempt to flee,” he said. He said police had expanded the operation when it
was learnt that the men had rocket launchers and other heavy weapons. The DPO said the
operation would continue till the men were arrested. He said Saddar DSP Irfan Khosa, City DSP
Shahbaz Ali, Kot Chattha DSP Javed Jatoi were also participating in the operation.

PESHAWAR: The military has successfully brought to a close a massive offensive in Khyber tribal
region, effectively flushing out militants and blocking their crossing points on borders with
Afghanistan, according to government and security officials. But, the officials said, questions
remained whether the military gains in the plains of Bara and upper reaches of Tirah valley could
be sustained over a long period in the absence of administrative and auxiliary support systems.
The military formally brought Operation Khyber-2 to a close on June 15, significantly enough, on
the first anniversary of Operation Zarb-i-Azb in North Waziristan. Four days later, Army Chief Gen
Raheel Sharif visited the troops in Tirah to take stock of the military offensive and the gains made
in the nearly three and a half month long operation. Knowledgeable sources told Dawn that the
military had gained control of strategically important areas, depriving Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
and Lashkar-i-Islam of space in one of their toughest strongholds in the tribal regions. The military,
the sources said, had also taken physical control of the three passes from Afghanistan into Tirah —
Mzatal, Kandao Gharibi and Dramudrad situated at 7,300 to 9,300 feet altitude above the sea
level.

Two of the passes have been physically taken over by the military, while the third is under direct
fire power, thus putting an end to any movement through that pass. But the success did not come
easily. The military lost more than 50 men, including officers, in the second phase of Operation
Khyber, while another 100 or so were wounded. “It was not easy,” a security official said,
requesting he not be named. “The area was heavily mined,” he said. “There were mines every 15
metres. The mining was done professionally.” In one single fight for the control of Khyber Sanghar,
called the Kidney Ridge by the military due to its shape, the military lost 11 men, including a major.
“It was tough,” the security official said. Officials say that 95 per cent of the area is now under firm
government control and that militants hiding in the remaining pockets of Kachkol and Rajgal are
being targeted through precision strikes. “There is no way they can get in,” they said. It is still
unclear whether the military will launch the third and final phase of Khyber-2 to seize control of
Rajgal and Kachkol valleys or continue to target militants and their hideouts through aerial strikes
till winters in the snow-bound area to make it inhabitable for them.

Tirah Valey lies astride the Pak-Afghan border sandwiched between the famous Tora Bora
mountains and the plains of Bara which connects with the provincial capital, thus giving it a unique
strategic position. Bara in particular has had security fallout on Peshawar. But the Strategy &
Analysis Wing of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s home and tribal affairs department in its quarterly report
on militancy noted that there had been a marked improvement in the security situation in the
provincial capital. The total number of terrorist incidents in Peshawar division, it said, had dropped
from 136 in the first quarter of 2014 to 44 in the corresponding period this year. This made Tirah, a
poppy growing area, the main conduit for smuggling of narcotics into Pakistan, turning it into a
multi-million rupee trade that officials claim fed militancy. Thousands of kilograms of contraband
drugs and printed receipts of toll tax on hashish by the outlawed LI bear testimony to the fact. The
officials say the control over Tirah has provided the government with an enormous opportunity to
extend its administrative writ.

Where have the militants gone?
Tirah had become home to a motley crowd of local and foreign militants pushed out of their safe

havens in Swat and rest of the tribal regions, sponsoring and directing attacks in Peshawar and
other places. Mangal Bagh and his fighters, said to be between 200 and 300 in number, have fled
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the area and are now believed to be in Naziyan district of Afghanistan’s eastern Nangrahar
province just across Tirah. He, however, continued to air his evening speech through a powerful
FM transmitter from his new home that could be heard in Bara, security officials said. The military’s
efforts to jam his broadcast thus seem to have borne no fruit. The TTP and Jamaat-al Ahrar which
had sent reinforcements and formed an alliance with Mangal Bagh have also pulled back and
moved to Naziyan. The officials say that Mangal Bagh has now teamed up with the self-styled
Islamic State group to take on the Afghan Taliban. Seven hundreds of Mangal Bagh'’s fighters have
surrendered and are currently being schooled at a de-radicalisation centre called Sabawun, in
Bara. “This is the only tribal region where militants have surrendered in such large number,”
another security official said. Amr Bil Maroof, another organisation running a parallel administration
in Bara, has also dismantled and surrendered its heavy weapons and its base has been taken over
by the administration.

Challenges in sustaining gains in Tirah

One of the main challenges is to clear the remaining part of Tirah, including Rajgal and Kachkol
valleys, to effectively put an end to any chance of the militants bouncing back. But more than that,
the major issue is the establishment of civil administration and law-enforcement apparatus in the
area to take care of security once the military pulls back. Government and security officials say the
federal government has been approached for recruitment of third batch of Levy force of about 650
men to augment security along with the paramilitary Frontier Corps and Khasadars. This would be
in addition to the 1,200 already raised. The Levies would be given a crash training course by the
military, they said. Opening up and mainstreaming of Bazaar Zakhakhel is another challenge for
the political administration and security establishment. The officials said that a summary for the
establishment of a tehsil office in Tirah had already been sent to the government for approval.
Dismantling of the pro-government organisations in the area would send out a clear signal that
there would be no parallel administration, they said.

Terrorism incidents drop PESHAWAR: Incidents of terrorism across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have dropped by 64 per cent
by 64pc in KP: SAW report RSSllRuS first quarter of ongoing year compared to the corresponding period of last year, reveals
Daily Dawn, July 3, 2015 KP Militancy Report 2015, compiled by the Strategy and Analysis Wing of provincial home
department. The report for the first quarter of 2015 — January to March — shows a considerable
improvement in terrorism and general crime situation. It said that targeted killings have dropped by
47 per cent, robberies by 3 per cent, kidnapping by 41 per cent and car snatching by 12 per cent. It
claimed that extortion cases had come down by a whopping 77 per cent. The Peshawar district,
however, remains on top of terrorism, murder and kidnapping incidents and targeted killings, the
document noted. Mapping the real situation, it notes that 293 terrorism incidents took place during
the first quarter of 2014, while the number dropped to 107 during the current year. Similarly,
targeted killings dropped to 24 from 45, robberies to 32 from 33, kidnapping cases from 54 to 32,
car snatching to 14 from 16, extortion to 13 from 81, the report says.

The number of suicide attacks has come down by 83 per cent, roadside bombings dropped by 79
per cent, mortar attacks by 80 per cent, firing by 25 per cent and hand grenade attacks by 66 per
cent. However, the ratio of murders remained the same for the period under review of both the
years. Also, significant improvement was noted in case of civilian and law enforcement agencies’
casualties that have dropped by 81 and 77 per cent, respectively. The LEAs casualties dropped to
46 from 197 a year ago, while civilian casualties dropped from 544 to 103 during the period under
review. The report, however, said that the number of light arms’ attacks and targeted killings is on
the rise, while IEDs, suicide attacks and hand grenade incidents have shown downward trend. The
report notes that since Sept 2014 a constant downward trend was visible which reflected success
of the ongoing operations in the tribal regions and settled areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The breakdown of crime data at divisional level across the province shows that the number of
terrorism incidents dropped to 44 from 136 a year ago in Peshawar, nine from 20 in Mardan, nine
from 36 in Kohat, seven from eight in Hazara, 21 from 46 in Dera Ismail Khan and eight from 38 in
Bannu. However, the number of such incidents remained the same at nine in Malakand. The
analysis shows that Peshawar, Bannu and Kohat divisions have shown improved outlook, while
the situation in Dera Ismail Khan seems to be deteriorating. Comparison of the incidents of
targeted killings in divisions shows the figures for seven divisions dropped to 24 from 45 a year
ago, while kidnapping cases dropped to 32 from 54. However, the number of murders comes down
to 180 from 181.

DISTRICT SCENARIO: Peshawar was the hotspot district and witnessed 34 terrorism incidents
during first quarter of 2015, followed by Dera and Bannu with 16 and eight incidents, respectively.
Peshawar district is also on top with seven incidents of targeted killing, followed by Dera and
Mansehra with six and four incidents, respectively. Peshawar stood at the top of kidnapping
hotspot districts with six incidents during the period followed by Nowshera and Charsadda with four
incidents each. Nowshera topped robbery hotspot districts with 10 robbery cases, while Mardan
followed with six and Peshawar with four. Peshawar topped the murder hotspot districts with 43
murders during the first quarter of the year, while Mardan and Charsadda trailed behind with 21
and 18 murders during the same period. Comparison of LEAs’ achievements shows that 209
militants were arrested during first quarter of 2015 compared to 60 a year ago, 58 IED attacks
foiled against 79 last year, 57 arms recovered against 45 last year, 16 criminals killed against 15,
27 drug recoveries against 16 last year and 10 abduction recoveries compared to 12 a year ago.

Modern policing: FAISALABAD: Faisalabad police have received 50 biometric machines, CPO Afzaal Kausar said
Faisalabad police receive on Thursday. Addressing a ceremony held for distribution of the biometric machines at Kotwali
50 biometric machines police station, the CPO said it was imperative that police be adequately equipped to maintain law
The Express Tribune, July 3, 2015 and order. He said the Punjab government wanted to make policing more effective and had

¢ ’ introduced a number of new gadgets and devices for the purpose. He said the provincial
government had provided 50 biometric machines to Faisalabad police to improve security in the
district. He said each police station would be provided a one of the machines. He said 10 devices
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would be placed at entry and exit points of the district. He said the biometric devices would help
verify fingerprints and CNICs with the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA). He
said policemen would be trained in their use.

DERA GHAZI| KHAN: Police and intelligence officials arrested three men believed to be members
of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) from a mosque near Circuit House on Thursday. DPO Ghulam
Mubashir Maikan told The Express Tribune a team from the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD)
had raided the mosque on information gleaned from suspects arrested in Lahore and Jatoi a few
days ago. He said Saiful Islam, a resident of Rajanpur, Javed Igbal, a resident of Kamra, and
Ghulam Sarwar Afghani, an Afghan immigrant based in Faisalabad, had been arrested from Umar
Farooq Mosque near Circuit House. He said after initial interrogation, the men had been taken to
an undisclosed location for further questioning. He said the men belonged to Al-Farooq, a sub-
group of the TTP. The DPO said grenades, pistols and a cache of explosives had been seized in
the raid. He said after the men were arrested, the Bomb Disposal Squad had done a sweep of the
building before it was sealed. The DPO said during interrogation, the men had confessed to
planning attacks on intelligence officials and government buildings in Dera Ghazi Khan. He said
they had been planning an attack on Sakhi Sarwar police post when they were arrested.

He said the CTD had found maps of government buildings and a manifesto of Al-Farooq during a
search of the mosque. He said the CTD in Multan had registered a case against them under
Explosives Act, the Anti-Terrorism Act and Protection of Pakistan Ordinance. He said a military
court would be moved for their remand. He said Saiful Islam had been a student of King Edward
Medical University (KEMU) though he had not graduated due to poor attendance. He said security
in Dera Ghazi Khan had been heightened after the raid. He said police had set up pickets across
the division and were monitoring traffic entering and leaving the zone. He said policemen had been
told that negligence would not be tolerated. “Any attempts to disrupt law and order or cause harm
to citizens will be thwarted,” he said.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Police School for Explosive Handling and Sarhad
University of Science and Information Technology signed an MoU on Thursday. In a ceremony
held at Central Police Office Peshawar, Additional IGP Headquarters Mian Muhammad Asif and
Vice Chancellor Dr Salimur Rahman inked the agreement under which both institutions will train
police officials jointly. According to the handout issued, both parties agreed to conduct technical
and managerial training sessions simultaneously. Research on explosive materials and technology
would also be conducted. The university’s faculty will hold sessions for police officers at the
explosive handling school in Nowshera. Speaking on the occasion, Asif said various training
schools are being set up to provide field and task specific expertise to police officials. He said
under the MoU, the university will provide academic support in this regard. “It will help enhance the
force’s capacity significantly,” he added. During his address, Rahman said numerous services and
achievements of the force in such challenging times were not known to the public. “We want to
facilitate the officers who have the mettle to deliver,” he said, terming the agreement a milestone
for both the institutions.

BANNU: The long-awaited repatriation process of internally displaced persons (IDP) started on
Wednesday when 93 families were sent back to their native areas in North Waziristan Agency
(NWA). “The families repatriated on the first day comprise around 450 individuals, mostly women
and children,” Mirali Assistant Political Agent Zaheeruddin told The Express Tribune. Since most of
the displaced people belonging to Eidak are living in Baran camp on the outskirts of Bannu, the
area was bustling Wednesday morning as families prepared to board buses for what a return
journey which was a long time coming. Trucks had been arranged to transport the belongings of
the IDPs. After the families settled down and their luggage was loaded, the convoy left the camp
for Eidak, an area where militancy was considered to have less of a hold, compared to other areas,
until June 2014. The tribespeople were forced to evacuate their houses around September and
October to facilitate Operation Zarb-e-Azb in the agency.

In response to a question, the APA said repatriating families were provided with food and non-food
items in addition to transportation facilities. They were also given tents, cooking utensils and other
essential items of daily use.However, the repatriation package of Rs35,000 that had to be given to
each family could not be released. Zaheeruddin blamed the delay on the new financial year that
began two days ago. The delay in repatriation was also caused after tribespeople refused to sign
an agreement set as a pre-requisite for their return by the government.

BADIN: Not a single weapon declared ‘illegal’ after cancellation of 13,251 licences on May 19 has
so far been deposited with the authority concerned in Badin district, it emerged on Wednesday.
According to official sources, more than 40,000 licences were issued to residents of Badin district.
Under a Supreme Court order, issued amid an increase in acts of terrorism and other criminal
activities across the country over the years, a verification process was initiated in October 2013
and every licence-holder was required to get his licence revalidated through a computerised
verification system. The task was assigned to the National Database and Registration Authority
(Nadra), which established its window at the offices of deputy commissioners across the province.
The sources said that around 22,500 licences were verified at the Badin DC’s office and nearly
5,000 others were transferred to the legal heirs of the actual licence-holders, who have since died.
The revalidation deadline was extended for three times before the final one passed off on May 19.
The sources said that 13,251 licence-holders never turned up to get their licences verified or
validated and, as such, they were cancelled.

The district administration has said it is now preparing a list of the invalidated arms and their
cancelled licences which will be submitted with the home department for appropriate action.
Meanwhile, the authorities concerned are also looking into reports that a large number of people
were issued fake licences allegedly by officials/employees of the department concerned. A scrutiny
of record is being held to ascertain the names of politicians, bureaucrats and other influential
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figures on whose recommendation the (genuine) licences have been issued over a certain period.
A revenue official said that the process was being pursued strictly in view of intelligence reports
about use of illegal arms in strengthening militants in the rural areas of the province. In some
instances, he said, extra names were added to the list of those recommended for arms licences by
an authorised official.

LAHORE: Officials on Wednesday said they that a senior al Qaeda commander for Punjab was
among the four militants killed in the early morning raid in Ferozewala earlier this week. Police and
counter-terrorism forces had raided a house in Ferozewala town, 18 kilometres (11 miles) north of
Lahore early Monday, killing four alleged militants and capturing two others. “One of the four
militants killed on Monday during the raid of law enforcement agencies near Lahore was the head
of al Qaeda networks in Pakistan and in Punjab province and his name was Abdali,” Punjab home
minister Shuja Khanzada told reporters. Officials said they were acting on a tip-off when they
raided the militants’ hideout and had received intelligence that the group were planning an attack
on the provincial headquarters of the Intelligence Bureau (IB).

Al Qaeda’s South Asian branch leader Maulana Asim Umar was the “mastermind of the plan,”
Khanzada said. The claim, however, could not be independently verified. Two more militants were
injured in the raid and arrested, the minister said, adding that they had all trained in Afghanistan at
an al Qaeda camp for five months. A huge cache of weapons was also seized, including two rocket
launchers, four suicide vests and 41 hand grenades. Punjab-based militant groups have deepened
their ties with the Taliban, which is allied to al Qaeda, in recent years, though the province, which
is the stronghold of the ruling party, has largely been spared the violence that has plagued much of
the rest of the country.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and India have exchanged lists of prisoners languishing in each other's
countries as part of the bilateral agreement on Consular Access between the two neighbours.
Under the agreement both countries are required to exchange list of prisoners in each other’s
custody twice a year, on January 1 and July 1 respectively. “Consistent with the provisions of this
agreement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs handed over a list of 403 Indian prisoners including 48
civilians and 355 fishermen in Pakistan to the High Commission of India in Islamabad on
Wednesday,” said a foreign office statement issued on Wednesday.A similar list of 278 Pakistani
prisoners including 251 civilian and 27 fishermen lodged in Indian jails was also handed over to the
High Commission for Pakistan in New Delhi.

The exchange of lists comes weeks after India released 88 Pakistani fishermen as a good will
gesture to reciprocate a similar move by Pakistan by releasing 113 Indian fishermen. It comes at a
time when relations between the two nuclear-armed neighbours are tense due to controversial
statements given by the Indian political leadership. Some of the statements include remarks by
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in which he admitted his country played a role in the breakup
of Pakistan in 1971. Further, the Indian defence minister in a reference to Pakistan said India
would use terrorists to neutralise terrorists. Pakistan strongly condemned Indian assertions, saying
it vindicated its fears India was interfering in the internal matters of the country. Relations further
deteriorated after the BBC in its recent documentary claimed India was funding Muttahida Qaumi
Movement.

KARACHI: Militants involved in the deadly Safoora Goth massacre and the murder of prominent
social activist Sabeen Mahmud were inspired by the self-styled Islamic State, said a top counter-
terrorism official of Sindh police on Wednesday. “The accused militants established their own
group in 2014 but they did not name it,” said Raja Umer Khattab, an official of Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) of the Sindh police. “This group was inspired by the ideology and terror
activities of groups such as self-styled Islamic State and wanted to establish an affiliation with
them,” added the CTD official while speaking at press conference. Khattab further added that Tahir
alias Minhas alias Sain and Jalal were members of al Qaeda in 2014, but later developed
differences over funding and other organisational matters.

Later, Tahir established his own group while Jalal remained associated with Al Qaeda. “It is
possible that Jalal’s group was recently involved in the murder of two DSPs, one SP and several
other police officials,” added Khattab. He revealed that the JIT's (Joint Investigation Team)
investigation has been completed. Other accused in the Safoora carnage are Saad Aziz, Hafiz
Nasir Ahmed, Mohammad Azhar Ishrat and Asad Rehman. A polygraph test conducted by an
expert, corroborated the confession of the accused regarding involvement in over two dozen
terrorists’ attacks. Responding to a question, Raja Umer Khattab said he could not rule out the
possibility of links between militants led by Jalal and India's spy agency Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) or any other foreign intelligence agency.

Sabeen Mahmud case

Responding to a question regarding Sabeen Mahmud's case, Khattab said Saad Aziz is the main
accused in the murder of Sabeen Mahmud. He added that before killing her, the accused attended
two seminars organised by the social activist at her social forum. A picture of Saad Aziz attending
one of the seminars at The Second Floor was also shared with the media. “Saad Aziz had planned
to kill Sabeen Mahmud as he did not approve of her views regarding Lal Masjid's cleric Abdul Aziz,
Valentine’s Day and burga (veil),” explained the CTD official. "On the day of her murder, Saad
Aziz, Ali Rehman, Hafiz Umer, Mehmood and Tayab were present at the crime scene. As Sabeen
Mahmud left The Second Floor office along with her mother and driver in a car, Saad Aziz and
Mehmood followed them on their motorcycle and targeted her at Defence signal before fleeing the
scene," said Khattab. Sabeen Mahmud, a human rights activist who founded the social forum T2F,
was gunned down on April 24 in Defence Housing Authority when she along with her mother was
returning home after organising a seminar on Balochistan.

KARACHI: Sindh chief minister Qaim Ali Shah has stressed the importance of implementing the
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National Action Plan (NAP). “Whatever assignment the government of Sindh has been entrusted
under the National Action Plan must be given top priority. It is our commitment and we have to fulfil
it.” The chief minister was presiding over a cabinet meeting at the CM House on Tuesday. Briefing
the meeting regarding the implementation of the NAP, home secretary Mukhtiar Soomro said that
in order to send cases for speedy trials in military courts, the legal committee had held three
meetings to scrutinise 85 cases. The committee, after thorough scrutiny, had recommended 64
cases for military courts but the interior ministry had cleared only three cases that had
subsequently been transferred to the military courts along with the under-trial prisoners. “Since
January 2015, 447 suspected terrorists have been killed and 41,077 arrested by the Sindh police,”
he said. Speaking about hate speech, he said the government had adopted zero tolerance in this
case. “Since 2015, around 753 cases under the Loudspeaker Act have been registered and 417
violators arrested. Overall, 24 cases of producing and distributing hate material have been
registered and 28 people arrested,” said Soomro.

On the attempts to choke the finances of terrorist organisations, the home secretary said that
information was being shared regarding the terrorists’ networks with relevant authorities such as
the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) and the State Bank. The secretary said that the
government has set up the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) and has posted 100 personnel in
the force. Sindh IG Ghulam Hyder Jamali said that 2,000 retired army, Rangers and police
personnel were also inducted in the police force. “They have started their work and have killed 199
terrorists and arrested 62 others,” he said, adding that the department has been housed in the
Training College, Saeedabad. Giving details of the madrassa registration process, the home
secretary said that out of 9,590 seminaries operating in the province, 6,503 had been registered.
“In the unregistered seminaries, 517,696 students, including foreigners, are receiving education,”
he said.

LAHORE: Home Minister Shuja Khanzada directed vice chancellors of all universities on Tuesday
to strictly monitor their hostels and take action against those staying there illegally. “Those visiting
hostels frequently should be checked,” the minister told a meeting of vice chancellors at Civil
Secretariat. He said lecturers having links with banned organisations should not be allowed to
teach. “If a faculty member is found to have links with a banned organisation, the university
administration should contact the Counter-Terrorism Department at the toll-free number: 0800-
11111,” he said. He asked university authorities to invite guests only after getting security
clearance. He asked them to immediately inform the Counter-Terrorism Department in case of any
suspicious activity on the campuses.

The minister said duty officers would attend the toll-free number round-the-clock. He said the
names of informers would not be disclosed to anyone. He said that regional heads of the Counter-
Terrorism Force would contact the vice chancellor concerned soon after receiving a call at the
number. Khanzada ordered that mosques on university premises should also be monitored. No
one should be allowed to stay at mosques during the night, he said. The minister said there were
reports that some people wanted to use students of engineering and medical colleges for their
nefarious designs. He said the war against terrorism was a national cause. He said the
government was implementing a zero-tolerance policy against terrorism. The home secretary, the
IGP and the higher education secretary attended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Raheel Sharif in a meeting with Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on Tuesday at PM House discussed Indian involvement in funding terrorism in
Pakistan. The PM and COAS spoke about recent disclosures made in a BBC documentary which
alleged that the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) received Indian fundingto carry out
subversive activities. The meeting also discussed matters of internal security and the war against
terrorism. Gen Raheel Sharif apprised PM Nawaz about the progress made in Operation Zarb-i-
Azb across Pakistan. The security situation at Pakistan's eastern and western borders was also
examined.

The accusations against Indian funding of MQM come at a time when the political party is facing
an investigation regarding charges of money laundering. A team of investigators from Scotland
Yard arrived in Islamabad yesterday to question a suspect arrested in connection with the case
earlier in April. While Altaf on Monday rejected claims of any involvement with Indian spy agency
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), MQM leader Tariq Mir confessed to the London police in an
earlier interview that Altaf knew about Indian funding of MQM's activities. The Pakistani and Indian
leadership have also recently exchanged inflammatory statements back-and-forth which may
culminate in PM Nawaz raising the issue of Indian interference in Pakistan's affairs at the annual
United Nations General Assembly this year.

QUETTA: At least 13 suspected militants were killed during an exchange of fire with Frontier
Corps (FC) personnel in Balochistan's Awaran district on Tuesday morning. FC Spokesman Khan
Wasey said security forces launched an operation against miscreants in different areas of
Mashkay tehsil of Awaran district during which an exchange of fire took place with suspected
militants. Subsequently 13 militants were killed. "Some key commanders were also killed during
the action," Wasey said. Security forces also recovered weapons from their possession. An FC
soldier was killed and two security personnel were also injured during the exchange of fire with the
militants, the FC spokesman added. However, Wasey's claim could not be verified by the district
administration. Security forces have intensified their actions in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan after the announcement of National Action Plan to combat terrorism in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has decided to raise the issue of Indian involvement in subversive
activities across the country at the international level, according to sources. In this regard,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations Maleeha Lodhi has been summoned to Islamabad to
discuss raising the issue at an appropriate forum. Pakistan is expected to present evidence of
Indian foreign intelligence agency Research & Analysis Wing (RAW)'s activities in the country at
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the UN Security Council and also at the Human Rights Commission. “Pakistan’s security setup has
compiled evidences showing RAW'’s footprints in Pakistan and soon the real face of India will be
exposed before the world,” said a source. Security agencies have acquired solid proof of the
involvement of Indian intelligence agencies in assisting terrorism and insurgency in Pakistan to
destabilise the country, he added. “India never sincerely accepted the formation of Pakistan and
has always tried to destabilise it.”

Technology: ‘Records of LAHORE: The Prisons Department is set to expand computerisation of record keeping to 20 jails
PLINETICR N - WX I Y Y-Y [l in the province after a successful pilot project at Camp Jail, Lahore, Inspector General of Police
soon’ (Prisons) Mian Farooq Nazeer said on Sunday. Nazeer said the Prisons Management Information
The Express Tribune, June 29 System project had started in July last year. He said in the pilot phase a database of nearly 17,000
2015 ’ ’ inmates and visitors had been prepared for Camp Jail, Lahore. He said the computerisation of

records had helped improve the efficiency of the department in matters like preparation of a
schedule for visitors and redress of grievances of inmates or visitors. He said the database
prepared for the Camp Jail contained addresses and computerised national identity cards details
linked to finger/thumb prints of the individuals.

Camp Jail Superintendent Shahram Tauqir Khan said the database had been helpful in
management of prison affairs. On the maintenance of the database, he said the warden had been
trained in use of computers and asked to ensure that the database was updated. Nazeer said that
the prisoners’ database would include information under the following categories: name, alias,
gender, date of birth, caste, name of father and grandfather, complete address, marital status,
number of children, name of spouse, identification mark, category in prison, class, nature of
offence, barrack number, thumb print, education, nature of offence and its penal or criminal code
section, FIR number, name of police station, name of trial court, appeals information, medical and
criminal history and behaviour.

Instant alert: SOS android KOHAT: The police have now launched the android-based SOS alert service in Kohat as well, to
service launched at 1,072 guarantee security at 1,072 educational institutes across the district. Under this initiative, the
management of schools will be able to alert the police of an emergency situation through an
application installed on their android phone. As soon as a person taps the alert button on their
Kohat mobile device, police stations and rescue centres will be notified and arrive at the site to deal with
The Express Tribune, June 29, any eventualities. Speaking to The Express Tribune, Fazal Naeem, a police spokesperson, said
2015 the app has been installed on the mobile phones of the principal and other officials at schools. He
added the service has been introduced at primary, secondary and high schools as well as colleges
and universities across Kohat district.

educational institutes in

A click away

“Through a single click, messages will be sent to six police stations and an alarm will also go off in
25 rescue centres,” he said. According to Naeem, the app has been introduced to make it easier
for people to inform the police about any eventualities. “More often than not, it is difficult for people
to contact the police or provide exact details about their whereabouts during an emergency,” the
spokesperson said. “This service will make it easier for police to respond to a situation.” Naeem
said all heads of educational institutes have been trained on how to use the app. “We have
installed the service on their phones free of cost,” he added.

Under threat

Following the attack on Army Public School in the provincial capital which left over 150 people,
mostly schoolchildren, the provincial police launched an android-based One-Click SOS Alert
Service in the city. This service enabled vulnerable and sensitive institutions, including schools, to
inform the police about any emergency. With time, the service was also introduced in various
districts across the province. The APS massacre presented fresh challenges to ensure security at
schools. The boundary walls at schools were raised, teachers were provided licenced weapons
and a community watch was set up to ensure security. However, the costs associated with these
arrangments and the failure to meet security requirements forced many schools to remain closed
for prolonged periods of time.
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ISLAMABAD: Even as the Met Office predicted at least two more dry and hot days across the
country, the Ministry of Water and Power, in a plea to the general public, has resorted to asking
electricity consumers not to use air conditioners for the next couple of days so that the shortfall can
be reduced. After an especially dry 24 hours, satellite imagery on the Met Office website showed
even more clear skies over Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and most of northern and western India,
with no sign of cloud cover anywhere. “Due to these conditions, very hot and humid weather is
expected in the plains of the country up to Sunday,” a Met official told Dawn. In the context of this
forecast, the Ministry of Water and Power issued a statement on Saturday night advising
consumers across the country to save electricity by minimising the use of air conditioners so as “to
avoid forced loadshedding”

The statement noted that “excessive use of air conditioners can raise the demand for electricity,
especially at the time of Iftar, Taraveeh and Sehri”. Zafaryab Khan, spokesperson for the power
ministry, told Dawn the advisory was issued as a precaution, explaining that an increase in
demand could lead to a fault and cause the system to trip, resulting in more blackouts. “Since
there is no loadshedding at Sehri and Iftar time, the generation, distribution and transmission
systems are working to peak capacity,” Mr Khan said, adding that any tripping at these times
would take longer to fix. “We cannot stop anybody from using any appliance, but we believe that
rooms can remain cool even if ACs are switched on for just two hours in a day,” he added. But
Senator Taj Haider, who had accused the K-Electric of unfair loadshedding practices before a
Senate standing committee a day earlier, told Dawn that air conditioners would definitely be used if
temperatures rose beyond tolerable levels. He said it was incumbent upon the power companies to
provide solutions that worked, adding that such advisories would not be heeded in the face of a
rising mercury. But it's not all bad news on the weather front. According to the Met Office,
monsoon rains may hit certain parts of the country on Sunday night and Monday morning. The
showers, which may last for about a week, are likely to improve weather conditions in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Sargodha, Lahore, Sahiwal, Hazara Division and Azad Kashmir.

PESHAWAR - Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaf (PTl) Chairman Imran Khan has alleged that the federal
government is stealing the electricity of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, besides it is not paying any attention
towards the issues of KP. Addressing a public gathering after Chief Minister Pervez Khattak
inaugurated 4. 8 megawatt Koto Hydropower Station near Timergara Lower Dir district on
Saturday, he said that generating power through water was cheap as compared to other
resources. “The project will complete in four years at a cost of Rs12 billion,” he added. Besides
others, Provincial Minister for Energy and Power Muhammad Atif, Finance Minister Muzaffar Syed,
District Development Advisory Committee Chairman Lower Dir MPA Syed Gul, District
Development Advisory Committee Chairman Upper Dir MPA Malik Behram Khan, MNA Tariqullah,
MNA Sahibzada Yagoob Khan, local elders and a large number of Jamaat Islami (JI) and PTI
workers were also present on the occasion. The PTI chief said the KP government had identified
projects that could generate 4,000 megawatt electricity without construction of a single dam.
Blaming the federal government for not giving due attention to the province, he said, Kalam micro
hydropower station was providing electricity to the locals at Rs2 per unit. He alleged the people of
Punjab had been denied their basic needs of health, electricity and items of their daily use, while
its rulers were launching metro projects one after the other at the cost of billions of rupees without
caring for the needs of poor people,” he alleged. He said the PTI government had brought about a
real change by devolving its powers at the village level and now the provincial government was
focusing on Health Department. He warned the health staffers holding illegal protests would be
kicked out, as hospital staff is supposed to serve the patients not holding protests. On this
occasion, KP Chief Minister Pervez Khattak revealed that the provincial government had fixed a
target of 4,000 Megawatt hydro power production in the province by exploiting the rich water
resources of Northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He urged the federal government to support KP
government for generating cheap electricity from hydel resources of the province instead of using
oil and coal for this purpose which costs much heavier than natural water inputs.
He said that unprecedented corrupt practices involved in the power generation through IPPs may
be undermined if the federal government opts for producing electricity by exploiting the rich hydel
resources of the province. He, however, regretted that the federal government was paying no heed
to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government’s hue and cry in this connection.

He maintained that KP government would complete 356 micro hydro power projects of 35MW
electricity generation within one year in northern areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
He said the electricity to be generated through these projects would be made available for the local
communities on much cheaper price.Koto Hydropower project will be completed in four years at a
cost of Rs 14. 76 billion and all financial resources for the project would be provided by the
provincial government. On completion the project will generate annual revenue of 1.
97 billion rupees. Chief Minister Pervez Khattak said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government was
seriously considering the power generation projects from its own resources under the power
emergency action plan as it was fully convinced that overcoming the power outages was
impossible without producing more electricity on priority basis. He said that people of the country
were unable to afford heavy priced electricity and that's why was following the strategy of
producing cheap electricity by exploiting the available water resources. Explaining difference
between the present PTI and previous governments, the chief minister said the present PTI
government was striving for changing the system for ensuring provision of rights and justice to the
poor and common people of the province, adding that any corrupt system cannot provide self-
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respect to the poor and downtrodden people. He said that the powers at every level were being
devolved at the lower level and the government’s services institutions like health, education and
industries were being made autonomous to enable them to solve their problems by themselves.

ISLAMABAD: As many as 4,275 gastro patients —2,850 adults and 1,425 children --visited
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) since first Ramazan.Media coordinator of PIMS and
gastroenterologist, Dr Waseem Khawaja, while talking to Dawn on Saturday said 15 per cent of the
adult patients who were brought to the emergency of the PIMS were severely dehydrated. Around
five per cent of them were admitted and others were discharged after medical treatment,” he
said.“Most of the patients came after Sehri and Iftari. Around 10 per cent children were severely
dehydrated and admitted to PIMS,” he said.He said gastro was caused by a bacteria and it results
in acute form of diarrhea and vomiting. Patient usually takes one to six days to recover.Children
are particularly at high risk of falling prey to gastro because they buy substandard food and drinks.
Besides, reheated meat dishes, bakery products and improperly prepared food can also cause
gastro.Gastro patient can be treated by making up for the lost water from the body, he said.“The
best prevention against the gastro is improved sanitation. Food should be properly cooked and
stored to prevent gastro. Junk food and drinks should be avoided. Hands should be washed before
eating anything and after using the bathroom,” Dr. Waseem said.

RAWALPINDI: Environment Protection Agency-Punjab (EPA-Punjab) has sent cases against 30
hospitals of the district to tribunal as they were found guilty of improper waste management.The
hospitals are 22 private and eight government-run hospitals, including Holy Family Hospital,
Benazir Bhutto Hospital, District Headquarters Hospital and Cantonment General Hospital of
Rawalpindi.lt also sought help of the provincial government in installing incinerators in every
hospital as the only incinerator at Holy Family Hospital has been out of order for long.“Around 91
private hospitals, 98 basic health units, eight rural health centres, 1,000 general practitioners, 85
pathological laboratories in the district dispose of two tons clinical waste without any proper
treatment. About 30 per cent of the total hospital waste is considered dangerous to human health
and was a source of fatal diseases such as cancer, skin diseases, Aids, hepatitis, etc.,” a senior
official of EPA-Punjab told Dawn.He said despite repeated warnings, the private and government
hospitals failed to adopt proper mechanism to dispose of hospital waste. He said the provincial
government’s leniency had encouraged the private sector to do at whim.He said the private sector
hospitals and clinics still dispose of their waste in nullahs.

The EPA-Punjab official said last week district coordination officer, Lahore had lodged a complaint
with EPA-Punjab about arrival of raw material including syringes, injections and other hospital
waste material from Rawalpindi and few other cities for recycling.When contacted, the district
officer, environment, Mian Mohammad Nawaz, admitted that the EPA-Punjab took serious notice
of improper disposal of clinical waste in Rawalpindi and referred their cases to environmental
tribunal.“The action had been taken under Hospital Waste Management Rules 2014. Rule 3 clearly
mentions that every hospital shall be responsible for proper management of the waste generated
by it till its disposal,” he said.He said under Rule 16, the clinical waste segregated properly and
infectious material packed in yellow bags and after burning in incinerator, the ashes should be
dumped properly at landfill site.However, he said neither private nor government run hospitals
used incinerator for disposal of infectious waste.He said incinerator installed at Holy Family
Hospital had developed a fault and it produced dioxin gas which was injurious to health.“Many
local residents around hospitals complain about reek from the waste dumped around the hospital,”
he said.

KARACHI: Secretary Education Sindh, Fazlullah Pechuho has revealed that National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) was investigating corruption in the education department. Talking to
Geo News, Fazlullah said, “lllegal appointments were made in the education department after
2012. The people who have no link with teaching are recruited as teachers.” The education
secretary said NAB had been handed over the required documents that it needed after meetings
with officials, adding that he himself will make accountable the people identified by the NAB. He
lodged complain with the politicians for not extending support for the betterment of education
system, adding that some political power wanted to sack him from the post. He dismissed the
reports that FIA had stopped him from going abroad at the airport.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) production has reached zero level because of extremely
low gas pressure. The documents available with The News show that almost zero gas pressure is
because of the nonpayment of gas bills.The PSM consumed Rs19 billion worth of gas from March
2014 to May 2015 against the total sale of Rs9 billion during the same period, the documents
reveal.PSM has to pay Rs35 billion in gas bills to Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL)
and the non-payment of these bills is the reason for the zero gas pressure.The News contacted
the PSM spokesman for his version and initially he asked for some time to check with the relevant
departments. However, after three days he refused to comment on the situation.The PSM plant
has reportedly been damaged apparently due to zero gas pressure and the documents available
with The News reveal that this happened because of the negligence of the management.The PSM
on June 26 issued a statement, which said: “The production at Pakistan Steel Mills has hit zero
level owing to the low gas pressure from SSGC. The existing pressure of less than 0.9 kg/cm2 and
flow of 12,000 m3/hour is not sufficient to produce any product, while intermittently starting and
stopping of huge blast furnaces is not only leading to their complete stoppage but have skulled all
ladles except 2 of the total 19 available which handle hot metal. This is a very serious situation and
minimum pressure of 3 kg/cm2 and flow rate of 28,000 m3/hour is essential for any production”.
Sources in the PSM informed The News that the sitting chief executive officer (CEO) of PSM,
Major Gen (retd) Zaheer Ahmed, has no metallurgical experience whereas his appointment was
also in violation of the memorandum of article of association of PSM. According to the rules, the
board of directors of PSM is authorised to appoint the CEO but the government appointed the
sitting CEO through Abdul Rauf Chaudhry-led commission.
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The CEO assured the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) while getting bailout package of
Rs18.5 billion the anticipated results will be achieved with the restructuring plan. The management
of PSM assured the ECC that with the implementation of the plan, PSM will be able to pay all their
liabilities and with operational capacity around 77%, they will earn a monthly profit of Rs38 million
onward from January 2015.The source said that the accumulative losses of PSM have reached
Rs150 billion whereas payable debts and liabilities have also reached Rs165 billion, which means
Rs315 billion burden on the national exchequer.On August 2013, the then secretary industries and
production Shafgat Naghmi in his summary at the time of awarding bailout package gave shocking
remarks about PSM. He said, “PSM arrived at the present state due to unchecked corruption,
inefficiency, over employment and government’s lukewarm attitude. The unbroken series of losses
started from the year 2008-09 when PSM suffered Rs26.45 billion operating loss. According to a
report submitted by PSM before the Supreme Court of Pakistan, Rs7.8 billion loss was because of
corruption, Rs11.84 due to mismanagement, while the rest was genuine business loss. Despite -
32% contribution margin that year, the management kept production at 65%, while steel mills
around the world cut down or stopped production to minimise losses. To top it all, 4,800 daily
wages workers were permanently absorbed in 2010, adding financial burden of Rs2 billion for the
first year and recurring expenditure of Rs1 billion per annum.”

KARACHI — The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) slapped domestic
consumers in Karachi with an increase in electricity prices by up to 80% despite the ongoing load
shedding and deadly heatwave in country’s largest metropolitan. According to details, NEPRA has
raised the electricity prices by Rs 2 - 4.28 per unit for consumers in Karachi. The officials said that
the decision has been made by the federal government upon pressure to remove subsidy on
electricity from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The ministry of water and power has also
ended the slabs benefit for domestic consumers. From 201 to 300 units a month, the electricity
prices has been raised by Rs 2.09 per unit, Rs 3.67 per unit for 300 to 700 units, and Rs 2.09 per
unit for above 700 units per month. The prices in the peak hours have been raised by Rs 4 per unit
while in the off peak hours, the raise will be by Rs 4.28.

KARACHI : The Senate Standing Committee on Water and Power on Friday was apprised that the
K-Electric (KE) generated maximum electricity during June 18 to 24, but the obsolete distribution
system could not sustain it resulting in power breakdowns and load shedding. The committee
which met here with Igbal Zafar Jhagra in the chair reviewed generation capacity of the KE,
demand during the recent crisis, onward transmission to the consumers, agreement between the
KE and government, performance standards of the company and violation. National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) Chairman Tariq Pervaiz Saddozai informed the committee that the
K-Electric pumped average 2700 MW against the demand of 3000 MW in the system during the
recent crisis in Karachi. However, the distribution system could not transmit power to the
consumers. Power generation remained main focus of the KE while the distribution system could
not transmit power to the consumers resulting in difficulties to the consumers during first five days
of the holy month of Ramzan. He said that power supply to some areas also remained suspended
for 24 to 96 hours during the recent crisis.

He said the KE generated average 1550 MW from its own plants and got 928 MW from
independent power producers (IPPs) including 650 MW from national grid station. The company’s
plants utilisation remained 87 per cent during the crisis, he added. However, Tariq said the plants
utilization capacity during the last three years remained 46 per cent and the NEPRA had also
issued show-cause notice to the KE. Regarding agreement, the NEPRA chief told the committee
that supply of 650 MW from national grid system to the KE had already expired in January. Under
the agreement, the KE electric was bound to generate electricity from its own resources and then
the government would supply remaining 650 MW, he said. He said that 650 MW was provided to
the KE on basket rate of Rs 9 per unit. He said initially it was decided during agreement that
electricity to the KE would be provided on marginal rate. However, the agreement was reviewed in
2009 and it was decided to provide electricity at other power distribution companies (DISCOs) rate,
which resulted in financial implication of Rs 31 billion to the government.

Elaborating it, the NEPRA chairman said that the NTDC supplied electricity worth Rs 112 billion to
the KE but they were paid only Rs 44 billion. He said the case was already pending before the
court and the NEPRA was restrained from passing any adverse order in this regard. Tariq informed
the committee that the KE had also no formal agreement of gas supply to its power plants and the
authority had repeatedly asked the KE to ink agreement in this regard. CEO KE Tayyab Tareen
informed the committee that they were supplying 2600 MW to the consumers. He said the
company made $1.2 billion investment in power generation and distribution system. He said as per
the policy, the industrial sector had already been exempted from power load shedding. However,
low load management was also being carried out in industrial areas in order to ensure zero load
shedding during Iftar and Sehari. He said most efficient four new power plants having 1000 MW
capacity were set up during the last three years. The CEO said that new grid stations and new
feeders were also set up to ensure smooth supply. He said investment was also being carried out
to strengthen the distribution system.

He said sudden rise in level of mercury to 46 C from 37 C had resulted in problems in some
pockets. Tayyab told that only 5 to 7 hours load shedding was being carried out despite high
losses. He said during the recent crisis, some faults were removed shortly but in some areas,
company’s teams faced problems due to people’s resistance and attacks. Mukhtar Ahmed
Dhamrah suggested that a special committee should be set up to investigate the issue thoroughly.
Taj Haider said there was no no-go area in Karachi and connections of all defaulters should be
disconnected. He also suggested that bureaucrats should be replaced with technical people in the
KE Board of Directors. Nisar Khan said in the past official of the KE were summoned but they did
not bother to attend the meeting. He said those five people should be penalised who inked the
revised agreement with the KE. He termed the KE a white elephant. Earlier, Additional Secretary
Water and Power Umer Rasul informed the committee that a complaint cell had also been set up
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at the ministry level to keep check on all DISCOs. Zafar Igbal said power supply to the defaulters
should be disconnected rather than closing all feeders. He said relief should be given to those
consumers who regularly pay their bills.

PESHAWAR (APP) — As many as 1453 out of 10203 electric meters have been found tampered in
PESCO’s meter testing laboratory besides imposition of Rs32million fine, says a statement of
PESCO on Thursday. The PESCO lab checked domestic, commercial and industrial electricity
meters and found 1453 meters tempered. The accused consumers were fined against their actual
load and the percentage of tampering. In May last, 10203 single and three phase meters of
Peshawar, Khyber, Mardan, Bannu, Abbotabad and Swat Circles were checked in Pesco
Maintenance & Testing (M&T) laboratory out of which 1453 meters were found tempered/sluggish
for theft purpose. As many as 10203 (9380 single phase and 823 three phase meters) were sent to
laboratory for checking during May last and a total 1453 meters (1343 single & 110 three phase
meters) were found tampered for purposes of electricity theft. The PESCO imposed Rs 32 million
fine against the accused consumers. The PESCO intensified drive against illegal use of electricity
and that persons involved in power pilferage would be dealt with iron hands.

QUETTA: Iranian top official at the Quetta consulate has announced that his government would
supply 3,000 megawatts of electricity at a low price to end power crisis in Balochistan. “We can
increase the power supply anytime if requested by the Pakistan government,” Consul General
Islamic Republic of Iran at Quetta Consulate Seyed Hassan Yahyavi told reporters on Thursday.

He said Iran is willing to help Pakistan to end persisting power crisis in the country by supplying
sufficient electricity at a cheaper price. “Iran has already increased the power supply to Gwadar
from 70MW to 200MW and this process is nearly completed which will put an end to the power
problem in the port city,” pointed out the Iranian diplomat. Iranian and Pakistan electricity
companies, he said, are working together. “The country is providing electricity to districts which
share the border with Iran.” Yahyavi said he met Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch and
discussed issues of mutual interest, adding that the border trade and economic activities would be
improved in the coming months. He said the issue of border security was also thoroughly
discussed with the chief minister. “We agreed to jointly fight to end the menace of terrorism from
the bordering areas.”

ISLAMABAD: Sindh Finance Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has accused the federal government
of overbilling his province and threatened to stage a sit-in in Islamabad if the centre does not
review the electricity bills. Speaking at a news conference with Leader of the Opposition in the
Senate Chaudhry Aitzaz Ahsan here on Thursday, Mr Shah categorically declared that the
provincial government would not pay a single paisa until the disputed amount was reconciled first.
“It seems that they (the rulers) only fear sit-ins. If needed, we will hold a protest sit-in in
Islamabad,” the provincial minister said. Later, he clarified that the PPP as a party would hold the
sit-in and not the Sindh government. The minister announced that the provincial government
would take the matter to the court as well. Mr Shah claimed that the provincial government had
already paid Rs41 billion to the centre on account of electricity dues over the last five years, but
the federal government was demanding Rs65bn more. On the one hand, he said, the people of
Sindh were suffering from the worst loadshedding and on the other they were being charged with
exaggerated electricity rates. Mr Shah claimed that during a meeting with him, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in the presence of Water and Power Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif had agreed
to reconcile the disputed amount. He alleged that since then, the federal government had not
taken any step to resolve the issue.

The PPP leader said that Khawaja Asif was a “powerless minister” who had no control over affairs
of his ministry. He alleged that electricity bills for Sindh were being prepared as per the wishes of
the federal government and the minister, and not in accordance with meter readings. He said that
Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah had already written a letter to the federal government, seeking
control of the Hyderabad Electricity Supply Company (HESCO) and Sukkur Electric Power
Company (SEPCO). Speaking on the occasion, Aitzaz Ahsan alleged that propaganda was being
made against the Sindh government that it was not paying electricity bills. He said that funds were
released overnight for development projects in Punjab, but hurdles were created in the release of
similar funds to Sindh. Mr Ahsan said the PPP had previously supported the democratic system
and not the government. Now, he said, the PPP was not ready to come to the rescue of the
government. He predicted that the PML-N government would soon collapse due to its own deeds.
The Sindh finance minister also released some documents to the media showing what he called
overbiling by HESCO and SEPCO. Mr Shah said the Sindh government had faced similar
situations in the past as well. He said the outstanding dues of HESCO and SEPCO up to June
2010 was Rs25.8bn, but at the time of reconciliation only 25 per cent of the dues were found to be
correct.

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan has assured the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for increasing gas and
electricity prices, announcing mini budget whenever require for revenue generation and privatising
12 public sector entities including Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and Pakistan Steel Mills
(PSM) during ongoing financial year 2015-16. “The loss in cost recovery incurred by gas
companies due to the delayed price notifications of FY2014/15 (due in July and January) will be
fully recuperated in the new tariff which we will notify and implement by July, 2015. We will also
make any necessary adjustments to notified prices to reflect imported gas prices”, Pakistan stated
in Memorandum of economic and financial policies and Letter of Intent written to IMF and dually
sign by Finance Minister and Governor State Bank of Pakistan. The government has also given
assurance of power tariff adjustments and to bring amendments to the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) Act if Supreme Court of Pakistan upholds the decision of Lahore
High Court on eliminating all surcharges on electricity. The Supreme Court in first hearing of the
case suspended the judgment and is expected to decide on this issue in due course.
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The amount of circular debt had reached to Rs 615 billion by end March 2015 including Rs 280
billion payable in power sector and Rs 335 billion of the stock of past arrears including the PHCL in
the syndicated term credit finance (STCF) facility. “We adopted a plan for reducing the
accumulation of payables arrears and to gradually eliminate the stock. This plan includes steps to
improve collections and reduce operating costs, losses and price distortions in the tariff structure.
With this, the accumulation of payables will be reduced from an estimated Rs 175 billion in FY
2014/15 to Rs 113 billion in FY 2015/16, with a view towards further halving new arrears
accumulation by FY2018/19”, the government of Pakistan stated. The government has also
pledged to complete the privatisation of 12 public sector entities during current fiscal year. The
entities included National Power Construction Corp. (NPCC), Mari Petroleum Ltd, Pak Arab
Refinery Ltd (PARCO), Northern Power Generation Company Limited (NPGCL), Pakistan Steel
Mills (PSM), Kot Addu Power Company (KAPCO), Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), Faisalbad
Electric Supply Company (FESCO), Jamshoro Power Generation Company Limited (JPCL), State
Life Insurance Corp (SLIC), Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) and Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO).

Pakistan has also assured of announcing mini budget for additional revenue whenever require. “If
tax revenue falls below the level envisaged in the programme, the authorities will implement
additional revenue measures, including to bring forward plans to eliminate tax concessions and
exemptions slated for FY2016/17”. On the expenditure side, the government plans to reduce
expenditure allocations in the first nine months of the year compared to the budget to create a
buffer against any revenue shortfall. These measures could yield savings amounting to 0.5 percent
of GDP. The Fund also set three New Structural Benchmarks for Pakistan. The FBR will have to
adopt a new audit policy by September 2015 that will move towards risk-based auditing while
mitigating the risk of legal challenges. The government would have also to appoint risk
management staff (director and two staff) and begin publishing quarterly debt management risk
reports covering all government liabilities including guarantees, as defined in the TMU, to allow
monitoring of fiscal and financial risks and the implementation of the MTDS by October 2015.
Similarly, it would have to determine and notify multi-year tariffs for FESCO, IESCO, and LESCO,
as defined in the TMU. The IMF has predicted that Pakistan’s economic growth is expected to
increase to 4.5 percent ongoing year supported by lower oil prices, a projected reduction in
electricity outages, and an improving business climate. Inflation is expected to rebound to about
4.7 percent next year, due to the likely bottoming out of commodity prices. The current account
deficit is expected to remain stable at around 1/2 percent of GDP in the next fiscal year. Key
domestic risks include slippages in policy implementation, particularly in the structural and
legislative fronts, and the still challenging political and security conditions, which could affect
economic activity and undermine fiscal consolidation.

ISLAMABAD - Electricity shortfall on Friday has reported to have reached at least 4,400 Mega
Watt (MW) leading to increased hours of outages countrywide, Dunya News reported. At least 12-
hour long outages are being carried out in rural while eight-hour long in urban areas. Sources
report that the demand of electricity is 19,300 MW whereas the production is 14,900 MW. The
shortfall has reached 4,400 MW due to increase in power demand. Besides this, duration of load
shedding in areas going through line losses is more than 12 hours. According to Water and Power
ministry spokesperson, 97 percent of urban areas were provided with uninterrupted power during
Sehr whereas rural areas also did not went through power cut.

KARACHI - Residents of Karachi are facing severe problems as a result of power outages due to
technical glitches in various areas, Dunya News reported on Friday. Most of the areas have
plunged into darkness for three to four hours due to tripping. Different regions of Old City area,
Liaquatabad, Mahmoodabad, Sarjani, Baldia, Shah Faisal, Malir Khokarapar were among those hit
by non-availability of electricity.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) production has reached zero level because of extremely
low gas pressure. The documents available with The News show that almost zero gas pressure is
because of the nonpayment of gas bills. The PSM consumed Rs19 billion worth of gas from March
2014 to May 2015 against the total sale of Rs9 billion during the same period, the documents
reveal.PSM has to pay Rs35 billion in gas bills to Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL)
and the non-payment of these bills is the reason for the zero gas pressure. The News contacted
the PSM spokesman for his version and initially he asked for some time to check with the relevant
departments. However, after three days he refused to comment on the situation.The PSM plant
has reportedly been damaged apparently due to zero gas pressure and the documents available
with The News reveal that this happened because of the negligence of the management.

The PSM on June 26 issued a statement, which said: “The production at Pakistan Steel Mills has
hit zero level owing to the low gas pressure from SSGC. The existing pressure of less than 0.9
kg/cm2 and flow of 12,000 m3/hour is not sufficient to produce any product, while intermittently
starting and stopping of huge blast furnaces is not only leading to their complete stoppage but
have skulled all ladles except 2 of the total 19 available which handle hot metal. This is a very
serious situation and minimum pressure of 3 kg/cm2 and flow rate of 28,000 m3/hour is essential
for any production”. Sources in the PSM informed The News that the sitting chief executive officer
(CEO) of PSM, Major Gen (retd) Zaheer Ahmed, has no metallurgical experience whereas his
appointment was also in violation of the memorandum of article of association of PSM. According
to the rules, the board of directors of PSM is authorised to appoint the CEO but the government
appointed the sitting CEO through Abdul Rauf Chaudhry-led commission. The CEO assured the
Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) while getting bailout package of Rs18.5 billion the
anticipated results will be achieved with the restructuring plan. The management of PSM assured
the ECC that with the implementation of the plan, PSM will be able to pay all their liabilities and
with operational capacity around 77%, they will earn a monthly profit of Rs38 million onward from
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The source said that the accumulative losses of PSM have reached Rs150 billion whereas payable
debts and liabilities have also reached Rs165 billion, which means Rs315 billion burden on the
national exchequer. On August 2013, the then secretary industries and production Shafgat Naghmi
in his summary at the time of awarding bailout package gave shocking remarks about PSM. He
said, “PSM arrived at the present state due to unchecked corruption, inefficiency, over employment
and government’s lukewarm attitude. The unbroken series of losses started from the year 2008-09
when PSM suffered Rs26.45 billion operating loss. According to a report submitted by PSM before
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, Rs7.8 billion loss was because of corruption, Rs11.84 due to
mismanagement, while the rest was genuine business loss. Despite -32% contribution margin that
year, the management kept production at 65%, while steel mills around the world cut down or
stopped production to minimise losses. To top it all, 4,800 daily wages workers were permanently
absorbed in 2010, adding financial burden of Rs2 billion for the first year and recurring expenditure
of Rs1 billion per annum.” The PSM top management in its reply confirmed that it has to pay Rs19
billion gas bills. “PSM has to pay a principal amount of Rs.15 billion while late payment surcharge
amounts to Rs.19 billion. PSM had requested in ECC of 25th April, 2012 and again in the ECC of
25th April, 2015 to waive off surcharge and reschedule principal payment for 10 years rather it was
principally agreed in ECC of 2012,” informed the PSM management.

The management further said that from April 2014 to May, 2015, PSM consumed gas worth Rs6.6
billion and late payment surcharge (imposed from Oct-2008) amounted to Rs8.0 billion. Rs2.2
billion of principal amount has been paid while Rs.4.4 billion is balance from this period. To a
question about total sales of PSM from April-2014 to May-2015, the PSM management replied that
the total sales are Rs10 billion rather than Rs9 billion. When asked whether the zero gas pressure
to PSM is because of the nonpayment of the gas bills, the management replied, initially on 7th
June 2015, it was informed that gas pressure is being reduced due to maintenance work on the
system. Later it was revealed that it is due to short payment of gas bills. About the non
metallurgical experience of CEO, the PSM management said the Pakistan Steel is an Engineering
Production Organisation in which mechanical/electrical/electronic engineers play more dominant
role. However CEO should preferably have an engineering background and an experience from
ground level to heading big production organizations. Present CEO has decades of experience
starting from ground level to heading big production units and related Quality and
Research/development establishment.

When asked about Rs315 billion burden on national exchequer because of Rs150 billion
accumulative losses and Rs165 billion payable debts and liabilities, the PSM, however
manipulated the figure in its reply and presented the details of losses and liabilities up till June
2014 rather June 2015. According to PSM reply, “The accumulated losses as per audited accounts
30/6/2014 has reported as Rs.118 billion and liabilities comes to Rs.111 billion. As PSM capacity
utilization enhances, the major liability related to banks will be rescheduled and paid accordingly”.
About the zero performance of CEO PSM despite getting Rs18.5 billion bailout package, the
management replied, “The 77% capacity achievement was linked to timely release of funds and
availability of gas and NBP L/C facility. The delay in release of funds and gas, electricity stoppages
affected capacity utilization. But still 27% CAPU was achieved in 6 to 8 months after four years.
50% was achieved on 7th January, 2015 and 65% on 10th March, 2015 when gas pressure were
reduced. A new operational plan to achieve 77% CAPU by December 2015 with bare-minimum
fund requirement just equal to salary amount is being forwarded for consideration of ECC”.

Provincial Minister for Education Rana Mashhood Ahmed has said that Punjab government has
allocated a record 27 percent of the entire development budget for education. He said that an
amount of 8.5 billion rupees has been allocated to renovate crumbling school buildings throughout
the province. Such schools have been identified and their construction will be initiated soon, he
added. While addressing the meeting of steering committee constituted in connection with
identification and construction of dilapidated school buildings, Mashhood said that the government
is providing all resources for provision of quality education. Chairman Punjab Education
Foundation Raja Qamar ul Islam, Secretary Schools Abdul Jabbar Shaheen, Special Secretary
Schools Ahmed Ali Kamboh and other concerned officers were also present on the occasion.
Mashhood said that several steps were being taken to provide missing facilities in schools and to
enhance enrolment. The construction of dangerous school buildings will be started soon and
negligence will not be tolerated in this regard. He said that a third party audit of construction will be
conducted to maintain transparency. Secretary Schools told the meeting that around many as 892
schools buildings are completely damaged whereas 2638 schools are partially affected.

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Health Department is establishing three regional drug
testing laboratories at a cost of Rs300 million to ensure provision of quality medicines to the
patients.The new laboratories will be established in Dera Ismail Khan, Abbottabad and Swat, and
funds for this purpose have been allocated in the provincial budget for fiscal year 2015-16. They
will operate under the Peshawar-based provincial drug testing laboratory (DTL), which is presently
undergoing upgradation process.“We have got high-tech equipment to analyse drugs rapidly and
accurately and ensure that patients get genuine medicines,” Khalid Khan, head of the provincial
DTL, told Dawn. About 40 drug inspectors of the health department collect samples of suspicious
drugs from the market and sent the same for analysis to DTL. Every month, the DTL receives
about 500 samples from the province and 5-10 per cent of them are found to be fake or spurious.

ISLAMABAD: Blood test reports have confirmed that a 27-year-old Afghan national admitted to
the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) is suffering from Congo Crimean Haemorrhagic
Fever (CCHF).A doctor at the hospital requesting anonymity said the patient, who came from
Peshawar, was kept in the isolation room of the Medical Ward Il.His blood samples were sent to
the National Institute of Health (NIH).“On Thursday, the NIH confirmed that the patient is suffering
from the Congo fever. The World Health Organisation (WHO) also confirmed that it was a Congo
virus case,” he said.lt may be mentioned that the CCHF is a widespread viral disease which is
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endemic in Africa and some other parts of the world. The virus is carried by animals and
transferred to human beings and then it starts transferring from human to human.There is 10 to 40
per cent mortality rate in patients suffering from the disease.PIMS’ media coordinator Dr Waseem
Khawaja confirmed that the patient was admitted the hospital. However, he said the patient was
out of danger.In reply to a question, Dr Khawaja said the symptoms of the disease included
headache, high fever, back, joint and stomach pain besides vomiting. Red eyes and throat are also
the symptoms of the disease.lt may be noted that a woman suspected of suffering from Congo
virus was also admitted to the Holy Family Hospital (HFH) a few days ago.“The patient’s condition
is improving,” said Dr Javed Hayyat, the incharge of the infectious diseases ward at the
HFH.Meanwhile, a dengue patient also arrived at the HFH from Karachi.The 25-year-old man is a
native of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and works in Karachi.He was travelling home from Karachi
when he started showing dengue fever symptoms and was brought to the HFH.

QUETTA: The fourth polio case of the year was detected in Balochistan on Thursday.Dr Syed
Saifur Rehman, Coordinator of Emergency Operation Centre in Balochistan, said a boy was
infected with the poliovirus in Pashtoonabad area of Quetta.lt was the second case detected in
Pashtoonabad. One each case was earlier reported from Loralai and Qila Abdullah districts.With
the fresh detection, the number of cases in the country reached 26 this year.Dr Rehman said that
poliovirus was found in 57-month-old Sharifullah, son of Abdul Khalig, a resident of Metha Chowk
in Pashtoonabad Union Council 11-B. He said the child had never received a dose of polio
vaccination because his parents had turned down polio teams.

KARACHI: K-Electric confirmed on Thursday that due to a major fault in an extra high tension
cable, power supply to several areas of Karachi remains suspended since morning. All blocks of
Federal B. Area, Gulshan-e-Igbal 13 D, North Nazimabad, Nazimabad, and several surrounding
areas have been affected since early morning. Some areas of Defence, Mehmoodabad, and
Manzoor Colony are also without electricity supply. Several areas have also complained of
electrical ‘tripping’. Spokesperson for K-Electric claimed that all complaints are being checked and
efforts are being made to resolve the issues. The spokesperson, however, added that restoration
of power supply could take 10 to 12 hours.

KARACHI - Residents of Karachi have continued facing severe power outage due to technical
faults, Dunya News reported on Wednesday. Most of the areas have plunged into darkness for
four to five hours due to tripping. Different areas of Jahangirabad, Mahmoodabad, Defence, Kasba
Colony, Manghopir, North Karachi, Maripur, Quaidabad, Malir Khokarapar, Landhi and Korangi
were among those hit by the non-availability of electricity. Besides this, power cut also led to
shortage of water. According to K-Electric spokesman, work to restore power in the affected areas
is in process.

ISLAMABAD: One of the reasons for the Karachi water crisis has been the illegal water hydrants
installed in various parts of the city. However, on Wednesday members of the Senate Standing
Committee on Cabinet Secretariat were surprised to find out that private water tankers in the
capital have been using the Capital Development Authority’s (CDA) water hydrants.The committee
directed the CDA to take steps to resolve the water crisis warning that failure to do so would make
Islamabad the world’s only water scare federal capital. The water crisis in the capital is traced back
to the 1990s when the water supply began to dwindle in the face of population growth. Moreover,
leakage in the water supply system is growing problem and projects such as acquiring 200 million
gallons daily (MGD) from Tarbela Dam could not materialise. CDA Chairman Maroof Afzal informed
the committee that the daily requirement of water is 140 MGD but only 65 MGD water is available
in the city. “At the moment, each resident of the federal capital uses 60 gallons (227 litres) of water
a day,” he said.Mr Maroof said that the CDA owns 26 water tankers which have been supplying
water all over the city. “Each tanker carrying 30,000 litres provides water to four houses and
charges Rs800 (Rs200 each) from them. We have no option but to ration so that everyone gets
some water,” he said.The CDA chairman said that the project to acquire 800 MGD of water in four
phases from Tarbela Dam should be implemented soon or water should be acquired from another
source.

In response to a question from Senator Kamil Ali Agha, the CDA chairman admitted that private
tankers get water from CDA hydrants.Senator Agha pointed out the injustice in a system which
forces the residents of the federal capital to pay for CDA’s water, sold to them by private tankers.
“Water is barely ever supplied to houses and people have been forced to buy water from private
tankers. In some areas, buying water has become a regular expense for households,” he said.The
tanker mafia, the senator said, is not interested in the resolution of the water crisis.“Meanwhile, the
CDA never forgets to send a bill for water, which it never supplies,” he said.The senator also
reminded the committee that the idea of acquiring water from the Tarbela Dam will never become
a reality because the provinces are unlikely to give their water to Islamabad.“Within a few years,
Islamabad’s water scarcity will become a source of embarrassment for the nation,” he
warned.Standing Committee Chairman Mohammad Talha Mehmood said the water tanker
business is worth millions while Senator Kalsoon Perveen said Rs2,200 is charged for a tanker.“In
Murree a tanker of water is sold for Rs5,000,” Senator Saifullah Khan Bangash added.

Cabinet Secretary Raja Hasan Abbas told the committee that he lives in a government house in F
Sector and water is supplied to his house for only 45 minutes to an hour a day.CDA member
environment’s particulars sought During the meeting, Member Environment CDA Mustafain
Kazmi’s name came up a number of times over the federal capital’'s water issues. Senator Talha
commented that Mr Kazmi is rather ‘famous’ while Senator Kamil said: “Mr Kazmi knows some art,
which allows him to be appointed to any post.” It should be checked what expertise Mr Kazmi
possesses because he has worked on various posts which include administration and
environment,” he said.The committee directed the CDA chairman to provide details of Mr Kazmi’s
qualifications and expertise in the next meeting.
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RAWALPINDI: A woman suspected of suffering from Congo virus was admitted to the Holy Family
Hospital (HFH) on Tuesday.The Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) patient was brought
from Kallar Kahar in Chakwal with symptoms making the doctors suspect she is suffering from the
virus.“The patient’s condition is improving fast,” said Dr Javed Hayyat, the doctor in charge of the
infectious diseases ward at HFH.The doctor said that samples have been sent to the National
Institute of Health (NIH) for confirmation of Congo fever and a report will arrive in a day or two. He
said that the HFH has taken precautionary measures, in accordance with the protocol issued by
the World Health Organisation (WHO) to prevent the disease from spreading.The first case of
CCHF was reported in Rawalpindi in 1976 and a Dr Mateen also died while treating a Congo
vVirus patient at the Central General Hospital, now called the Benazir Bhutto Hospital. In 2002, a
25-year-old intern physician Dr Farzana at the Holy Family Hospital also died while treating a
patient. In September 2010, eight staff members at the HFH including four women, contracted the
disease but fortunately survived. Meanwhile, a dengue patient also arrived at the HFH from
Karachi. The 25-year-old man is a native of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and works in Karachi. He
was travelling home from Karachi when he started showing dengue fever symptoms and was
brought to HFH.“The patient arrived from Karachi and after conducting dengue serology, he was
admitted to the hospital. However, the condition of the patient is under control,” said Dr Tahir
Sharif, incharge of the dengue ward.He said the hospital has not received any local dengue virus
patients so far.

KARACHI: At least 11 vehicles were destroyed when a fire broke out in a pole-mounted
transformer outside the Qatar Hospital in Orangi Town on Tuesday and spread to the parking yard
of the health facility, officials said.They said the fire broke out in the 750-kVA PMT installed outside
the hospital which first led to suspension of power supply to the facility. Within a few minutes, they
said, strong winds caused the fire to spread and it reached the adjoining parking yard of the
hospital.“Initially we sent a fire tender after receiving a complaint,” said an official at the central fire
office. “Then another fire tender was rushed to the site. The firefighting operation lasted hardly for
15 to 20 minutes but the fire had already damaged 10 motorbikes and a car parked in the yard.
The cause of the fire is not known yet.”A K-Electric spokesman said the fire broke out in the 750-
kVA PMT outside the Qatar Hospital about whose cause they, too, were not clear.“There was also
a fire inside the hospital and it spread to a substation as well. To restore power at the hospital
there was a requirement to submit a letter to the Electrical Inspector Karachi for a no-objection
certificate. Still, KE immediately ordered replacement of the PMT, work on which was under way till
late evening,” the spokesman said.

LAHORE: Punjab will formally introduce injectable Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) in routine
immunisation in 36 districts across the province from 1st July (today). Punjab EPI Director Dr Munir
Ahmed said the introduction of IPV came as a milestone in polio’s endgame strategies and was
part of the Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 2013-2018 developed in consultation
with stakeholders, polio-infected countries, partners and global advisory bodies. He added the plan
envisaged introduction of at least one dose of IPV in the routine immunisation programmes of the
126 countries currently using Trivalent Oral Polio Vaccine (TOPV). Before making it part of the
routine Immunisation programme, the IPV was introduced in selected High Risk Union Councils
from June 8 to 16. The IPV will be given as a single dose with Pentavalent Il and PCV Il at
children of 14 weeks of age. With this development, the IPV formally becomes part of the larger
plan for nine vaccine preventable disease, under the umbrella of the Expanded Programme on
Immunisation.Dr Munir Ahmed said introduction of IPV in routine immunisation went in line with the
government’s strong emphasis on polio eradication. He said polio had become a national
embarrassment and featured high on the government priorities hence was declared a national
emergency. He said the introduction of IPV synchronised with the government’s renewed
emphasis on taking routine immunisation at par with other countries in the region. “Punjab is eying
90 per cent routine immunisation coverage by the end of next year and if that happens, the dream
of achieving complete polio eradication may well be in sight,” he added.Elaborating further, he
said: “Multiple studies have shown that IPV given to the children who have also received OPV as
well, makes the best combination to boost immunity. The IPV and the OPV go hand in hand
wherever the complete eradication was achieved. The OPV still is mainly used to eradicate polio”.
This means that individual children are better protected from polio virus.

SHUJABAD - State Minister for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali on Wednesday visited Shujabad
after which one citizen climbed up an electricity poll to protest against over-billing, Dunya News
reported. According to details, a poor industrious man, Allah Wasaya from Shujabad wins the
bread for the whole family by running a tea stall and was sent a Rs 100,000-bill for electricity.
Wasaya protested against the bill by climbing up a 100 feet tall poll. He said he had sent the video
of meter reader ‘stealing’ electricity to MEPCO office but the MEPCO office billed him for the stolen
electricity amount instead of catching the meter reader. The police and MEPCO officials reached
the scene and begged Wasaya to come down for four hours. Wasaya after assurance of correction
in the bill finally came down. The MEPCO employees installed 40 fans that kept functioning
despite empty venue of Shujabad Grid Station inauguration. Sher Ali, instead of taking notice of
the electricity wastage kept just overlooked it. The supporters of the State Minister kept staring at
the media upon harsh questions.

ISLAMABAD - Federal government on Wednesday has been reported to be charging electricity
customers with more than seven different kinds of taxes despite claims of people friendly tariff. It
has been revealed that customers were charged general sales tax (GST at least three times. The
government that claimed to providing relief to the people is charging 51 percent GST instead of 17
percent. The customers are charged under fuel adjustment and production in addition to GST. The
relief given by NEPRA also entails GST. At least Rs 5.5 billion are snatched out of customers’
pockets every month under Gas Infrastructure Development Surcharge. The customers are also
made to pay Rs 0.10 and Rs 0.43 per unit for Neelum-Jehlum Surcharge and Financing Cost
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Surcharge. It is not all as the interest cost due to late payment to production companies is also
paid by the people and not the government. This is charged at cost of Rs 0.30 per unit under the
name of Equalization Surcharge. The electricity bills also have PTV fees of Rs 60 and Rs 1.5 of
Excise Duty. The government further squeezes more money from people under Tariff
Rationalization Surcharge.

MULTAN, July 1 (APP): State Minister for Water and Power Abid Sher Ali has said that 1100
kilometre transmission lines will be laid to resolve electricity crisis in the country.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) called upon the
government to pass on the full reduction in electricity tariff approved on account of fuel price
adjustment. The approved per unit reduction is Rs2.62 and the chamber demanded that the total
reduction of Rs11 billion should be passed on to the consumers and not be withheld to settle gas
receivables and circular debt dues. In a meeting with representatives of various markets of
Islamabad, ICCI President Muzzamil Hussain Sabri said NEPRA has taken a good initiative by
approving reduction of Rs2.62 per unit in power tariff for the month of April on account of monthly
fuel price adjustment. “But the government has decided to withhold 76 paisa per unit out of this
relief to recover gas infrastructure development cess (GIDC) and circular debt dues, which is
unfortunate as it will deprive power consumers of substantial relief,” he said. Mr Sabri said
consumers did not play a role in the accumulation of circular debt but they are being forced to pay
for the inefficiency of the power sector officials, which is unjust. He said the government has
already collected Rs94 billion as GIDC which has not been utilised and wants to take another
Rs145 billion from consumers on account of this cess for the outgoing financial year. This is in
spite of no gas infrastructure development taking place for the Iran-Pakistan or Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline projects, he said.The ICCl president criticised the
government for not doing enough to reduce load shedding, as result thousands of people are
protesting on the streets and trade and industry is also suffering.He said hydropower is a
sustainable, renewable, clean, low cost and indigenous source of electricity and stressed that the
government should make all possible efforts to tap Pakistan’s hydropower potential. “By doing so,
the country would be able to get rid of load shedding and business and industrial activities could
flourish,” he said.

KHAIRPUR: Two more kidney transplantations were carried out at the Gambat Institute of Medical
Sciences (GIMS) on Sunday. Doctors transplanted a kidney of Umeed Ali, 34, donated by his
mother Zainab, 52. Another patient Waheed, 28, was donated a kidney by his brother Mushtaque,
36.Both operations were carried out by a team of doctors comprising surgeon Dr Mohammad Khan
Baber, Dr Saboor Soomro and Dr Diloo Raja from the Kidney Centre.Doctors told reporters that
recipients and donors were out of danger and recovering.

ISLAMABAD: Medical experts on Monday advised residents of twin cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad to take special preventive measures to protect them from malaria disease. They urged
the citizens to properly dispose off the solid waste and stop water storage practices at their
residences to prevent access to egg-laying female mosquitoes in start of high-risk season.They
said mosquitoes breed primarily in containers like earthenware jars, metal drums and concrete
cisterns used for domestic water storage, as well as discarded plastic food containers, used
automobile tyres and other items that collect rain water.Dr Wasim Khawaja from Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences (PIMS), talking to APP, said that malaria and dengue was a mosquito-borne
infection, which in recent years had become a major public health concern. He said malaria and
dengue fever was a severe flu-like illness that affected infants, young children and adults. He
added the spread of dengue was attributed to expanding geographic distribution of the four
dengue viruses and of their mosquito vectors, the most important of which was the predominantly
urban species aedes aegypti. He said the rapid growth of urban population was bringing ever
greater numbers of people into contact with this vector, especially in areas that were favourable for
mosquito breeding like where household water storage was common and where solid waste
disposal services were inadequate.

He said dengue viruses were transmitted to humans through the bites of infective female aedes
mosquitoes. He added mosquitoes generally acquired the virus while feeding on the blood of an
infected person.He said after virus incubation for eight to ten days, an infected mosquito was
capable, during probing and blood feeding, of transmitting the virus to susceptible individuals for
the rest of its life.He said the virus circulated in the blood of infected humans for two to seven
days, at approximately the same time as they suffered from fever. He added the clinical features of
dengue fever varied according to the age of the patient. Dr Sharif Astori from Federal Government
Poly Clinic (FGPC) said infants and young children might have a non-specific febrile illness with
rash as older children and adults might have either a mild febrile syndrome or the classical
incapacitating disease with abrupt onset and high fever, severe headache, pain behind the eyes,
muscle and joint pains and rash.He said dengue haemorrhagic fever was a potentially deadly
complication that was characterized by high fever, haemorrhagic phenomena. - APP

RAWALPINPDI: Acute diarrhoea, typhoid and hepatitis-A have severely hit child population in the
district and the number of child patients reaching allied hospitals in town with the preventable but
deadly infections is continuously on the rise.On average, 60 to 70 per cent of total child patients
reaching paediatrics departments at Benazir Bhutto Hospital and Holy Family Hospital are with
diarrhoea while majority of the rest of the patients are with typhoid and hepatitis-A, said Head of
Paediatrics Department at Rawalpindi Medical College and allied hospital Professor Dr. Rai
Asghar while talking to 'The News' on Monday. He said diarrhoea having much higher mortality
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rate along with typhoid and hepatitis-A can easily be prevented by adopting simple precautionary
measures. All the three infections are water-borne infections and with the use of boiled water for
drinking can save children from the deadly health threats, he said. It is important that two of the
three teaching hospitals in town namely BBH and HFH operate paediatrics departments.
According to data collected by 'The News', the two hospitals are receiving as many as 350 to 400
child patients including infants with complaints of diarrhoea daily after the onset of heat spell. The
total number of patients reaching paeds departments of the two hospitals daily is 500 to 600 on
average.

The major cause behind incidence of the three infections is lack of availability of clean drinking
water and insufficient awareness among parents, said Dr. Rai while responding to a query. He said
to avoid these infections, there is no need of giving mineral water to the children and infants
instead they should be given water after rolling boiled for over five minutes for drinking. He said
hepatitis A is caused by hepatitis A virus, typhoid is caused by bacterium Salmonella Typhi and
diarrhoea is caused by E-Coli and Rota virus. All these are found in water and incidence of the
three infections can easily be prevented by only using clean drinking water, he explained.He said
the main symptom common in the three infections is high-grade fever though continuous high
grade fever up to 103 or 104 degree centigrade is a symptom of typhoid. In typhoid, temperature
does not touch baseline that is 98.6 degree centigrade even after use of antibiotic for at least three
to four days, he explained.He added if a child is suffering from persistent high grade fever only and
no other symptom is developed, it means the child has contracted typhoid.

Hepatitis-A has three major symptoms apart from high grade fever including severe anorexia (loss
of appetite), persistent vomiting and abdominal pain while in diarrhoea, a child or infant suffers
from vomiting and loose motion, explained Dr. Rai. He said the cause of death among children
having diarrhoea is dehydration and it should be avoided.To a query, Professor Rai said majority
of the total child patients reaching allied hospitals are with complaints of acute watery diarrhoea
because of Rota virus or E-coli infections. Child patients reaching allied hospitals with severe
dehydration are admitted to wards but with mild to moderate dehydration are given ORS (Oral
Rehydration Solution), he said.He added that as soon as diarrhoea starts in a child or infant,
mother should start giving ORS to the child but not through feeders (Feeding Bottles) as these are
major source of infection. ORS should be given through cup and spoon, he said.He suggested that
mother should wash hands before preparing ORS and clean drinking water should be used for the
solution. In case of dehydration, a child should be given more fluids. Feeding of the child or infant
having diarrhoea should not be stopped. If the patient is of the age over six months, the child
should be given banana that contains potassium, yoghurt and rice in the form of 'Khichri', he
said.He added that Zink syrup should be given to a child patient of diarrhoea for 14 days.

No anti-emetic drugs should be given to stop vomiting in diarrhoea as it may cause serious harms.
Anti-diarrhoea drugs and anti-biotic are also contra indicated in majority of the cases of diarrhoea,
in over 70 per cent of the cases, though they may be used by physicians for treatment in cases of
bloody diarrhoea, he suggested.Professor Rai said diarrhoea is self-limiting that lasts from three to
five days normally and the most important thing to save a child's life is to give ORS to avoid
dehydration. To avoid infections including hepatitis A, typhoid and diarrhoea, children should be
given clean drinking water and their hands must be washed thoroughly before and after every
meal and after going to toilet. Children should not be allowed to consume locally prepared juices
including sugarcane juice, ice creams and soda prepared at vendors. Parents should avoid using
dishes brought from market for 'lftar' during Ramazan as consumption of a single contaminated
dish can cause infection not only among children but also in adults, he said.To save life of a child
or infant in case of diarrhoea, he must be prevented from dehydration and all parents must be
aware of the fact that dehydration in result of diarrhoea causes death among children, concluded
Professor Rai.

UAE’s Yahsat launches ISLAMABAD: UAE’s premier broadband satellite internet service provider, Yahsat, launched its
internet service in high speed internet service called ‘YahClick’ for Pakistan’s home and business users at a
Pakistan ceremony here on Monday. The launch was announced at a press conference addressed by
The News International . June ‘Yahsat’ Chief Commercial Officer David Murphy, Executive Director Ms Najat Khalid Abdul
30,2015 ’ Rehman and Regional Director Sajid Shabir Mangrio. Chairman PTA Dr Ismail Shah also attended

’ the reception.Addressing on the occasion, CEO Yahsat, Mahmood M. Sharif Mahmood thanked
PTA and relevant organisations of government of Pakistan for their role to launch the service and
reiterated the resolve to provide high quality broadband internet to Pakistani users. David Murphy
told the audience that ‘YahClick’ broadband internet service will be available through a small size
satellite dish and modem throughout Pakistan and will be most useful for users who do not have
internet connectivity due to lack of terrestrial infrastructure. Murphy added, “YahClick will help
Pakistan accelerate its economic growth and social development by improving access to
information and reducing operational costs for internet access in the most remote and currently
underserved areas.” Executive Director Yahsat Ms Najat Khalid stated that ‘YahClick’ is a market
leader in Africa and has a very strong customer base in Middle East and different parts of Asia. Ms
Najat stated that “YahClick’ plays a strong role in the humanitarian and education sector and
NGOs benefit strongly from ‘YahClick’ wide ranging service portfolio. She also stated that Yahsat
has a well-established partner programme in Pakistan who will serve different segments with sales
and after sales support. She added that Yahsat stayed in touch with different stakeholders and
potential users in Pakistan through its resident manager and office in Pakistan.

Sajid Mangrio, Regional Director Yahsat gave an overview of the ‘YahClick’, impressive network in
other countries and different services, price and date packages to be offered in Pakistan market.
Yahsat operates a fleet of 2 satellites with most powerful capacity and will add a third satellite next
year. Yahsat provides high speed broadband internet services to over one billion population in 28
countries through its two satellites in orbit.The upcoming Yahsat's third satellite will extend
coverage to another 600 million in 17 countries. YahClick’ provides essential connectivity to SMEs,
SOHO, healthcare and education providers, entrepreneurs, high net worth individuals, remote VIP

National
Journalists
Forum

z ©2015 www.alhasan.com 4%
v




29

Unannounced power
outages continue, several
areas report low voltage in
Balochistan

Dunya News,June 30,2015

Heat wave deaths: K-
Electric flayed for power
outages during intense

heat
The Express Tribune June 30,2015

PM says petroleum prices
won’t change during July
Pakistan Today June 30,2015

Russia to Finance a $2
Billion LNG Pipeline in

Pakistan
Oil and Gas 360, June 30,2015

Deep brain stimulation
surgery begins at LGH

The News International, June
29,2015

4. ¥ 02015 www.alhasan.com
v

(<12 CRISIS RESPONSE BULLETIN

sites, O&G, NGOs, and connectivity deprived populations in disaster zones.

QUETTA - Province wide unannounced and announced power outages are continuing while
several areas are reporting low voltage during the day. The long hours without electricity have
resulted in shortage of potable water. According to the authorities, the electricity demand of
Balochistan is 1,650 Mega Watt (MW) whereas the national grid is providing 700 MW. In Quetta at
least six hour long to eight hour long outages are being carried out while at least 10 hour to 12
hour in district headquarters. The rural areas are taking the most heat with 16-hour to 18-hour long
outages. However, the authorities concerned said that no area is deprived of electricity during Sehr
and Iftaar timings.

LAHORE: The All Pakistan WAPDA Hydroelectric Workers’ Union on Monday expressed sorrow
over the deaths of people in the Karachi heat wave and condemned the K-Electric. Talking to
reporters at the Lahore Press Club, Khurshid Ahmad, the union general secretary, urged the
federal government policy makers and the civil society to take note of the deaths of citizens in the
hot weather in Karachi. “It is sad that people are dying of intense heat in the country’s largest city.
The KESC is adding fuel to the fire through long hours of load-shedding,” Ahmad said. He said that
the government had publicly acknowledged that the KESC had been receiving 650 megawatts
(MW) of electricity from the Water and Power Development Authority every day and had been
selling it at higher rates to consumers. “The company also receives gas from the Sui Southern Gas
Company at a subsidy. In this way, the company has been receiving subsidies worth billions of
rupees annually from the government. They have been closing their power stations to minimise
profits,” he said.

He said that the government should learn a lesson from the experience of privatisation in Karachi.
“The government should withdraw the decision to privatise profitable electricity distribution
companies, including the Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO), the Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company (FESCO) and the Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO). Electricity is a
basic need,” said the union leader. Ahmad added that it was the state’s obligation to provide
electricity to citizens under Article 3 and 10 of the Constitution. “The privatisation of profitable
electricity distribution companies will not be in public interest. It will give rise to inter-provincial
disputes over water distribution.”

The federal government should increase the share of hydel and gas-fired thermal power to provide
cheaper electricity and to overcome load shedding, he said. He said that the government should
take steps to conserve electricity. “The decision to close commercial centres at 7pm should be
enforced effectively. The electricity should be diverted to the industries, agriculture and domestic
consumers,” he said. He said that the 150,000 electricity workers, their trade unions, civil society
and progressive political parties would launch a countrywide protest movement if the demands
were not met. Abid Hassan Minto, the Awami Workers Party chairman, Syed Tanzeem Hussain
Naqvi, a former WAPDA member, and Hussain Naqi, a Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
representative, also addressed the press conference.

While addressing a ceremony after performing the ground breaking of Rs 21 billion project of
upgradation of Islamabad Expressway to a 10-lane highway, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif Tuesday
announced that the prices of petroleum products will remain unchanged during July. “The
government will not increase the prices of petroleum products for the next month,” the premier said
after unveiling the plaque of the project at the Shakarparian Parade Ground. Moreover, PM Sharif
said that he has directed the petroleum minister to implement plans for generation of 1,000 MWs
of electricity through gas by next year so that people get further relief with respect to electricity
load shedding by next summer. He said that 1,400 MWs of electricity would be added from
Tarbela-1V project which is to be completed by 2017 while Neelum Jhelum would also provide 960
MWs of electricity. On the occasion, the prime minister expressed confidence that the electricity
crisis would be overcome by 2017. He said apart from generating more electricity, the government
was also concentrating on bringing down electricity prices. He recalled that the rate of electricity
went down by Rs 5.32 during two years of the present government.

Pakistan is expected to sign an agreement with Russia for the construction of a 1,100 km (about
684 mile) liquefied natural gas (LNG) pipeline from Karachi in southern Pakistan to Lahore in the
North. Under the partnership, Russia will provide $2 billion to lay the pipeline, and in exchange
Pakistan will award the contract to Russia without inviting bids, reports The Express Tribune. “We
are trying to sign an LNG pipeline accord with Russia in a government-to-government arrangement
during the visit of Prime Minister [Nawaz Sharif] to Moscow,” Peroleum Minister Shahid Khaqgan
Abbasi said. Prime Minister Sharif is expected in the Russian capital July 9, to attend a summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

In addition to financing the pipeline, Russia agreed to export LNG to Pakistan, which has suffered
from energy shortages. “The Russian side is very positive about helping Pakistan in tackling the
energy crisis,” an official told Express Tribune. “It will start LNG exports in 2016.” Earlier this
month, Pakistan launched its first LNG import terminal in Karachi, receiving 147,000 cubic feet of
LNG from Qatar in a floating storage regasification unit (FSRU). The price per MMBTU has not
been disclosed, but the two countries signed a $22 billion for the supply of 500 Mcf/d of LNG for 15
years, reports Dawn News. The new LNG pipeline deal with Russia marks the latest deal in a
series of projects to meet growing demand in the country. Pakistan is also considering deals to
source more LNG from countries like Brunei, Malaysia and China, which is not a producer but may
have excess imports that it can resell,reports The Wall Street Journal.

LAHORE: The Neurosurgeons at Lahore General Hospital (LGH) have started successfully
conducting ‘ Deep Brain Stimulation’ (DBS) surgery of Parkinson’s patients. According to a press
release issued here Sunday, the DBS is said to be a rare procedure not available in any other
public sector hospital of the country. The LGH doctors performed successful surgeries using the
technique while many patients are under treatment. The DBS is a neurosurgery procedure
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involving the implantation of a medical device called a ‘brain pacemaker’, which sends electrical
impulses through implanted electrodes to specific parts of brain (brain nucleus) for the treatment of
movement and effective disorders. Young Neurosurgeon Dr Khalid Mahmood of LGH, who got
special training from US and UK, conducted these DBS operations, said nine more patients hailing
from Karachi, Islamabad and South Punjab were under treatment and their surgical operations
would be completed before Eid-ul-Fitr. He said this kind of operation is usually complicated and
requires specific training to conduct it while it takes seven to nine hours to complete a surgical
operation.Answering a question, he said mostly patients belonging to Middle East and Saudi
Arabia were being operated in Pakistan and this was a good news for the local patients, who
earlier used to visit abroad for programming after every three or four months, could also avail this
facility now in Pakistan which would save their money, energy and time.

Expressing grave concern over the increasing number of patients with Parkinson’s in Pakistan, he
said that treatment could help relieve symptoms and slow progress of the chronic debilitating
disease to help individuals live a better life. “Though the disease can affect anyone, it usually
emerges in people over the age of 60. The diagnosis is based on medical history and a methodical
neurological examination as the symptoms of the disease can be caused by other neurological
problems, head trauma and even medication,” he added. Prof Khalid Mahmood said that
symptoms of Parkinson’s include shaking of legs, arms and hands and patients felt stress in their
legs. In its acute form, it became difficult for patients to keep their head still, he said, adding that
such patients become dependent for the rest of their life.He said although the treatment was very
expensive in Pakistan, as it cost Rs2 million, this cost was only 20pc of expenses in foreign
countries. He said Shakeel Ahmed, a resident of Sheikhupura, underwent DBS surgery for which
funds were provided by Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif.Explaining the process of DBS operation,
he said very delicate electrodes connected with a battery were installed in small holes drilled on
both sides of the head of a patient. “The battery is placed under the skin in the chest of the patient
which works like a heart pacemaker,” he said.

LAHORE: Adviser to Chief Minister on health Kh Salman Rafique has said that on the instruction
of chief minister Shahbaz Sharif, reforms are being introduced in the health department on a fast
track and very positive and encouraging results are coming by implementing Chief Minister Health
Reforms Road Map. He said that Primary and Secondary health facilities were improving
significantly and 700 Basic Health Units had been upgraded and made functional round-the-clock
where mother and child health facilities, including Labour Room facilities had been extended.
According to a handout issued here Sunday, he said that reward and punishment system had
been introduced in the department and the officers/officials showing good performance would be
encouraged while action would be taken against poor performers. He said attention was being paid
to ensure presence of doctors and availability of medicines at BHUs; moreover, 300 specialists
had been posted in DHQ and THQ hospitals under new pay package.He said recently International
Polio Plus Committee Chairman Michael K McGovern visited Lahore and appreciated the efforts of
the Punjab government for eradication of polio and said Punjab could play a leading role for
eradication of polio from Pakistan. He appreciated that Punjab was not only polio-free in 2015 but
environmental samples of recent months were also negative. He said special measures were
being taken to achieve the targets set for the betterment of public health.He said prevention of
diseases was most important part of healthcare and without promotion of prevention of disease
programme, disease burden from the hospitals could not be reduced.He said that routine
immunisation under EPI programme had been strengthened to protect the children and pregnant
women against several diseases. For this purpose, E-vaccines monitoring system had been
introduced to check the performance of vaccinators and android phones had been provided to the
vaccinators to mark their activities. He hoped that visible improvement would be noticed in health
sector during the next few months.

PESHAWAR: Frequent strikes by employees at the public sector hospitals apparently for
resolution of their demands, has been troubling poor patients, who are dependent on free
treatment. Strikes often take place for fulfilment of medics’ demands for promotion, upgradation
and enhancement of perks and privileges, but they cause troubles for the people seeking
immediate medical attention due to critical illnesses. A few days ago, the province’s biggest Lady
Reading Hospital remained shut for three days as its employees went on a strike against
mishandling of a technician by relatives of a patient. The patients visiting the LRH, Khyber
Teaching Hospital, Hayatabad Medical Complex bear the brunt of the frequent strikes. A senior
physician describes the situation as alarming for poor patients. Affluent can seek treatment in
private hospitals but poor people totally bank on the public sector health facilities for free
treatment, he said, adding private clinics of doctors flourished in days when strikes took place in
teaching hospitals. The government’s move to replace the old rotten system will a far cry if
hospitals are forced shut on petty demands by the employees. The government, with a view to
bringing improvement in the healthcare delivery system, has also appointed a 10-member board of
governors for the four teaching hospitals to implement the government plan. Though there are
positive changes taking place at the teaching hospitals, there’s no mechanism to prevent
employees’ strikes. The doctors and paramedics can hold walks, stage demonstrations or hold
press conferences to make their protests registered but hindering healthcare to poor people
through strikes should be topped. Healthcare providers can use other ways to resolve their
problems.

QUETTA: The Balochistan government will provide free stents for 500 deserving patients in two
hospitals of Quetta.Provincial Health Minister Mir Rehmat Saleh Baloch said at a ceremony held to
inaugurate the provision of stents and other items worth Rs250,000 each to the deserving patients
of Bolan Medical Complex and Sandeman Civil Hospital that angioplasty service would be offered
in civil hospitals across the province.He said a mafia was active in the health department which put
obstacles in reforming the sector. “We are committed to discouraging the mafia in the health
department and hospitals.”He said a number of doctors drawing salaries from the department were
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living abroad.He said the health department and government hospitals had reached the brink of
destruction over the past 15 years but the situation had started improving as a result of recent
reforms.“We are making efforts to make Balochistan a healthy, educated and peaceful province,”
he said.The Commander, Southern Command, Lt Gen Nasser Khan Janjua, said: “How can poor
cardiac patients afford high prices of stents and medicines when even government officers cannot
afford them.” He recalled that when he was a lieutenant colonel he could not afford to purchase
stent for his mother who had been prescribed stent for her angioplasty.

SAHIWAL: A non-government organisation, in collaboration with the Punjab Aids Control Program,
is launching an HIV/AIDS awareness campaign in various communities in the districts of Sahiwal,
Pakpattan and Okara. Talking to Dawn on Sunday, Hafeez Tabassum, head of CHINWAG, said
the focus of the drive would be the communities of sex workers in red-light areas and surrounding
localities, truck drivers, transgenders and addicts. He said many sex workers were HIV positive but
they did not know how dangerous it was for them and those related to them.“The prevailing taboo
regarding HIV is a big hindrance to any awareness campaign,” Tabassum added.

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) on Monday forwarded a summary to the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural resources seeking increase in prices of all petroleum products except high
speed diesel oil. According to summary, the regulatory authority has asked the concerned ministry
to increase petrol price by Rs 4.26 per litre, high octane Rs 7.30, light diesel 8 paisas and
kerosene oil by 67 paisas per litre. It has also proposed decreasing price of high speed diesel oil
by 60 paisas per litre. Final prices will be announced after Ministry of Finance consults with Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif. The new rates will be applicable from July 1.

ISLAMABAD: Tahir Mehmood, a resident of Sector I-10 is among thousands of residents of the
federal capital, facing water shortages since the summer hit its peak. “Sometimes water is supplied
after three days, for only 15 minutes. Residents have to call for CDA water tankers which are not
available most of the time and in the end, we are forced to pay for private tankers. When residents
pay bills, uninterrupted water supply should be ensured,” he said. Although this year the capital
and adjoining areas received ample rain, raising water levels in reservoirs which supply water to
residential areas, residents continued to face shortages. A CDA water management official,
requesting anonymity, said that E-7 is the only sector where water demands are met, while those
living in F sectors are better off as well. According to the official, residents of G and | Sectors are
facing the worst shortages. “The problem exists mainly because of electricity load shedding and
most complaints come from Sectors G-6 and G-11. Problems are also faced by residents of
sectors in the | series as here water is pumped from tube wells,” he said. The official explained that
there are tube wells in the National Park Area which pump underground water and send it to the
Water Reservoir Hub at Pona Fagiran. Once this water is filtered it is supplied to | Sectors.The
situation in rural and suburban areas such as Bharakahu is even worse. A resident of Bharakahu,
Ahmed Ali told Dawn that no water is supplied in his area. “We depend on tube wells and some
people take water connections illegally from the CDA’s main supply line coming from Simly Dam,”
he said.

Some years ago, a reservoir was built by the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration in
Bharakahu at a cost of over Rs200 million, which would supply water to the residents of rural
areas. However, the CDA failed to fill this reservoir with water from Simly dam and it remains
dry.According to CDA documents, all available water resources have been tapped and there is a
need to develop new water resources to cope with increasing demand. Shahid Sohail, CDA
Member Engineering, told Dawn that Islamabad’s population is growing at a drastic rate and there
is a need to look for new sources of water as paucity of potable water is likely to increase in the
future. “Currently, the CDA is supplying water to the residents of the capital from Simly and
Khanpur Dams and from over 200 tube wells,” he said.Mr Sohail said that the CDA has resources
to supply 70 million gallons a day while the demand is at 100 gallons a day. “Efforts are being
made to get water from the Indus River system,” he said.Another CDA official, requesting
anonymity, blamed Wapda for the shortage of water in | Sectors. “Load shedding makes it
impossible for water to be pumped from the tubewells,” he said.He also said that CDA must find
alternative sources of water as shortages are expected to get worse in the coming days.

Chairman Pak-India Business Council (PIBC), Noor Muhammad Kasuri here Sunday said
electricity, gas and petroleum products import from India was the best option for resolving energy
crisis in Pakistan. Elaborating, he said, Indian electricity transmission network was situated at a
very short distance with Pakistan. "It is much easier for both the countries to connect electricity
lines of each other as compared to any other country and same is the case for import of oil and
gas," he said talking to APP. He also stressed the need for boosting trade ties between India and
Pakistan on the basis of mutual interest. Kasuri said India produced more than 200,000 megawatt
electricity and has made power trade agreements with its neighbouring countries like Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh. He said the same method could be adopted for making a deal
between India and Pakistan. The Indian private and public sector companies were ready to export
electricity to Pakistan, he added. Kasuri said the option of LNG and petroleum products import
from India must also be weighed as per mer

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) on Monday released an
initial report on the prevailing power crisis in Karachi and the performance of the city's electricity
distribution firm K-Electric. The report accuses K-Electric of neither paying any attention to
distribution and transmission of electricity nor spending any money to improve the system. The
report, prepared by a four-member fact-finding committee formed by NEPRA on June 24, largely
holds K-Electric's negligence responsible for the power crisis in the city. According to the report,
during the crisis K-Electric produced between 2500 to 2700 MW but the inefficient system suffered
breakdowns and tripping. The company has divided its feeders into two categories for
loadshedding. From 8:00AM to 6:00PM, 7.5hours of loadshedding was carried out on feeders with
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the most losses. These feeders provided electricity for only 2.5 hours during day time. On other
feeders with fewer losses, loadshedding was carried out for 6 hours during 8:00AM to 6:00PM.
The NEPRA report says that, apart from this announced loadshedding, the inefficient system
tripped and often suffered breakdowns in several areas, which sometimes went without electricity
for the entire day. NEPRA said that the final report was in the process of being compiled and any
legal action can only be taken after the final report is released.
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