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Accortding to the Wind Pressure and its directions there are two
possible pathways predicted for the current cyclone whcih may
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NATURAL CALAMITIES

NEWS HEADLINES

Heavy Rainfall Forecast For

Northern Pakistan
DAWN News, June 7, 2015

Potential Cyclonic Activity
in Arabian Sea
PMD, June 7, 2015

Tropical Cyclone Alert in

Arabian Sea
NDMA, June 6, 2015

Per Capita Water In

Pakistan Down To 900

Litres From 1,000 Litres
Daily Times, June 6, 2015

Flash Floods Kill 16 In

Balochistan
SAMAA TV, June 5, 2015
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DETAILS

KARACHI: The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) on Sunday predicted heavy rains
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, northeast Punjab and Azad Jammu and Kashmir during the coming
week. Heavy rains forecast within the next 24 hours in Malakand, Makran, Kalat, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Kashmir are to be accompanied by powerful gusts of wind, DawnNews quoted the PMD.

Rainfull of up to 200 millimetres may occur in these areas within the next 24 hours which could
cause flooding. Excess rainfall in the Kabul River catchment area may also cause flooding
along connected riverbanks. However, lighter rains are expected in Sindh, south Punjab and
Balochistan. Pre-monsoon rains will become monsoon rains by the end of July, and will
continue till September.

In Arabian Sea, the area of intense convection has concentrated into a well-marked low
pressure area in last 24 hrs and now lies at a distance of about 1200km south-southeast of
Karachi. The potential of developmentof Depression in next 24 hrs and a Deep Depression in
next 48 hrs,after entering in North Arabian Sea, is very high. The well-marked low pressure
area is likely to move north-northwest ward in next 24 hrs.

The Seas conditions along Sindh-Makran coast are likely to remain rough to very rough
associated with strong gusty winds from Tuesday afternoon to Friday. Cyclone Warning Centre
(Karachi) of Pakistan Meteorological Department has warned the fishermen of Sindh and
Balochistan as; Sindh — Fishermen of Sindh are advised not to venture in open sea from
Tuesday afternoon to Thursday. Balochistan — Fishermen of Balochistan are advised not to
venture in open sea from Wednesday to Friday. All stakeholders and concerned authorities are
advised to keep themselves abreast about weather advisories of PMD in nextfew days to cope
with the situation.

As per Pakistan Meteorological Department, the area of intense convection with associated
clouds cluster, in Arabian Sea, has practically not changed in intensity, moved northward in last
24 hr and now lies at a distance of about 1450 km south of Pakistan coast. The upper air
analysis and the numerical models are predicting the development of a low pressure area over
there in next 24 hrs, then a well-marked low pressure area after entering in the North Arabian
Sea. Presently, none of the coastal areas of Pakistan are under threat and the fishermen may
continue their activities till issuance of any warning. However, in view of above, it is requested
that all stakeholders and concerned should be cautioned to take necessary precautionary
measures to avoid any loss of lives and damage to public as well as private property.

KARACHI: The situation of the climate change is vulnerable in Pakistan, which could be seen
by the water scarcity it is facing, as the per capita water has been reduced to 900 litres from
1,000 litres per person. Talking to the media on the occasion of beach cleaning and mangroves
plantation activity on Friday, World Wild Fund (WWF) Regional Director South Rab Nawaz said
warm weather and turbulence in monsoon season were the signs of environmental challenges
in the country. The rising temperature in the different areas which engenders dearth in many
parts of the country is evident, including the prevailing situation of the city, which shows the
scarcity of water is increasing. The government agencies should expedite efforts with practical
measures to protect the environment of the country in collaboration with public, corporate
sector and non-governmental organisations (NGOs); otherwise the situation will get worse due
to rapid impact of climate change.

The Environment Protection Agency (EPA) and the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency
should play their due role in the preservation of green environment instead of holding different
sessions of meetings, which become futile without any action, he said. The WWF has set up its
35 offices in Pakistan with the aim to protect climate in collaboration with the government of the
host country but the government departments have been little supportive to the WWF, which
single-handedly carried out different projects along with the support of multinational
corporations, local NGOs, educational institutes and local population, he said. He said that
awareness among the public related to climate protection had been increased with the passage
of time, as a big section of the people not only wants to clean beaches but also takes measures
to carry out plantation activity in different cities. At least 35 corporations and 300 schools have
joined hands with the WWF in organising different activities and raising awareness about
environment protection. The mangroves plantation activity has been increased significantly in
the city, which is evident by the fact that its plantation in coastal areas has been increased to
0.1 million hectares from 86,000 hectares, the WWF manager said.

He said the role of the private sector, particularly corporation, is commendable, as
organisations have taken lead in the support of Environment Day. On the occasion of World
Environment Day, different multinational companies have organised various activities, mainly
plantation of trees and raising awareness about the environmental friendly society. Employees
of e2e as well as various partnered organisations participated in the plantation of 800 to 1000
trees. The company pledged to plant 60,000 trees by the year 2020. Lucky Cement Limited
observed World Environment Day by conducting a plantation ceremony at its Karachi plant, and
has to date planted more than 25,000 trees around both its plant regions.

QUETTA: Flash floods caused by torrential rains in southwest Pakistan killed at least 16 people
including 14 women, officials said on Friday. The floodwaters swept away many people in two
remote villages of Khuzdar district in Balochistan, around 370 kilometres (230 miles) south of
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Mighty Dust Storm Whips

Across Karachi
SAMAA TV, June 5, 2015

WB Okays $125m For
Combating Natural

Disasters
The Nation, June 4, 2015

Taj Haider Stresses on
Objective Coverage of

Natural Calamities
Business Recorder, June 3, 2015

Bring out the brolly: PDMA
warns against rainstorms
Express Tribune, June 3, 2015

Rich Governments Need To
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the provincial capital Quetta.

"The torrential rains in the hilly areas created flash floods which swept away some gypsy
people sleeping in makeshift tents in the dried water channel," Akbar Harifal, a senior
administration official in the region, told AFP. "Some people saved themselves but could not
rescue their family members because the floodwaters came suddenly," he said. Nuclear-armed
but economically underdeveloped Pakistan regularly battles natural calamities such as floods.
Every year since 2010, which saw the worst floods in Pakistan's history, the country has
experienced catastrophic inundations that kill hundreds and wipe out millions of acres of prime
farmland, harming the heavily agrarian economy. Around 26 people were killed and more than
180 injured after a storm struck the northwest city of Peshawar in April causing dozens of
buildings to collapse. (AFP)

KARACHI: A massive dust storm whipped across Karachi Thursday evening likely in advance
of thunderstorms, lightning and rain, Samaa reported. The second storm of the summer blasted
the metropolis with strong and blinding winds that forced the people to take shelter. The dust
enveloped the city and caused traffic jams as drivers slowed down because of poor visibility.
Met Office says the storm may usher in the yearly monsoon season, bringing with it localized
heavy rains.

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank approved $125 million to support the restoration of resilient
flood protection infrastructure and the strengthening of government capacity to manage
disasters and climate variability. Pakistan is vulnerable to adverse natural events and has
experienced a wide range of disasters over the past 40 years, including floods, earthquakes,
droughts, cyclones and tsunamis. Disaster and Climate Resilience Improvement Project
(DCRIP) aims to enhance physical resilience through the restoration, rehabilitation and
improvement of critical flood protection infrastructure.

“Disaster events can undermine hard-earned development gains, potentially trapping
vulnerable groups into poverty. Therefore, activities contributing to resilience are directly linked
to sustained development and allow the poorest - the most affected by such disasters - to
escape cycles of poverty”, said Rachid Benmessaoud, World Bank Country Director for
Pakistan. “The project will strengthen the government’s capacity to better manage disasters
through risk identification, institutional strengthening for improved management of disasters and
enhanced fiscal resilience.” Direct beneficiaries of the DCRIP include the population of Punjab
and the region affected by the 2014 floods and exposed to recurrent flooding in Chenab,
Jhelum and Indus rivers, where flood protection infrastructure will be restored to resilient
standards. Beneficiaries in Punjab and districts of Bagh, Bhimber, Hattian, Haveli, Kotli,
Muzaffarabad, Neelum and Poonch, will be helped through technical assistance and
institutional strengthening of disaster management and irrigation authorities. These populations
will also benefit from increased capacity to identify, manage and respond to disasters and
climate variability. S“The project will help in saving valuable lives, reducing casualties and
reducing the magnitude of damage to private and public physical infrastructure including
houses, commercial businesses, social assets, services, roads, barrages, agriculture produce,
livestock, and vulnerable groups”, said Haris Khan, the Task Team Leader of the Project. “It will
contribute towards creating a culture of resilience to disasters, and management of future risks
and impacts associated with climate change.” The credit is financed from the International
Development Association (IDA), the World Bank Group’s grant and low-interest arm. It will be
on standard IDA terms, with a maturity of 25 years, including a grace period of 5 years.

KARACHI: Incharge Thar Relief Operation Senator Taj Haider expressing his reservations on
the media reports on Thar drought said it portrayed unrealistic picture contrary to the on groud
situation. In an exclusive interview to the APP here on Tuesday, the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) leader said the media covered Tharparkar's drought and other natural calamities through
superficial coverage lacking objectivity, which created restlessness among the public.

Taj said the media has a significant role in dealing with natural disasters and emergencies, as it
guides the public and functionaries and identifies trouble spots to direct manpower and
resources. He stressed that if the media reports are prepared by keeping ground realities in
mind, many issues can be promptly handled. Taj Haider observed that our rating-obsessed
media often gives preference to unnecessary events and whips up sensation instead of
highlighting real issues in the event of devastating rains, floods or earthquakes. He pointed out
that drought is a natural phenomenon which leads to various problems which include effects on
maternal and child health and emergence of diseases due to malnutrition. But, he said, the
media did not guide the government in effectively coping with the situation in Thar, rather it
gave more importance to the negligence of officers and other negligible matters, which
hindered relief efforts by the relevant institutions. He also called for journalists' training for the
objective coverage of natural disasters and emergency situations that is based on facts to
prevent any confusion and hype.

PESHAWAR: Provincial Disaster Management Authority has issued a rainstorm alert to its
district offices on Tuesday. According to PDMA spokesperson Latifur Rehman, the
meteorological department has forewarned against rainstorms in different areas of the province
in the current week. “We are in contact with all district officials so timely relief can be provided
to the public if needed,” said Rehman. He added Rescue 1122, civil defence and DC offices
have also been advised to undertake precautionary measures. “An emergency control room
will oversee developments. PDMA officials can be reached at 091-9213845 and 091-9213959.”
Pakistan Meteorological Department Peshawar director Mushtaq Shah said a windstorm is
expected to brace Peshawar and adjoining districts on Wednesday.

Over the past few years, natural disasters have increased significantly worldwide. Ninety
percent of these disasters were in lower income countries, inexplicably affecting people who
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Pay Off Their Climate Debts are living their lives in poverty. Pakistan has also faced many disasters in the past few years.
The Nation, June 3, 2015 The country suffered severe floods in the years 1950, 1956, 1957, 1973, 1976, 1978, 1988,
1992, 2010, 2011 and 2012. These floods affected the river basins in Punjab and Sindh,
affecting Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Balochistan, Federally Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA),
Gilgit Baltistan(G-B), Azad Jammu and Kashmir(AJK) and Punjab. Pakistan suffered the worst
flood of its history in the monsoon season of 2010. As per Damage Need Assessment (DNA)
report of ADB/World Bank, the floods of that season affected an area of about 160,000 km2
(one fifth of the country), claiming about 1,985 lives. Around 1.5 million houses were damaged,
cropped area of more than 17 million acres was wiped out and a population of about 20 million
was displaced resulting in the economic loss of US $ 10 Billion.

Current emission reduction commitments are far short of what science tells us is necessary to
deal with climate change. We are likely to miss the critical 2°C threshold, putting the planet on
a 4 to 6°C pathway to global warming. This anthropogenic global warming will lead to a
devastating loss of and damage to land, property, ecosystems and human life. Especially the
lives and livelihoods of poor — most vulnerable and least to blame — are at great risk.

Slow onset events such as temperature and sea level rises, ocean acidification, glacial retreat,
land and forest degradation, loss of biodiversity and desertification will cause unavoidable loss
and damage, affecting millions in Pakistan and other developing countries. Yet loss and
damage from climate impacts gets far less attention than it deserves from policy makers. Loss
and damage to property, territory, lives and livelihoods are effects that would not have
happened without climate change, which have not been mitigated, and which cannot be or
have not been adapted to. Little has been said about the 'residual' damage that is likely to
remain even after mitigation and adaptation and how developing countries will be compensated
for the impact of climate change. Loss and damage can be minimised through more ambitious
reduction of GHG emissions, more effective climate change adaptation and better disaster risk
management. Countries or may be the big companies that contributed excessively to global
warming have a ethical obligation to transfer financial resources for adaptation and disaster
management to vulnerable countries.

A comprehensive international mechanism is required to address both avoidable and
unavoidable loss and damage. Such compensation and rehabilitation mechanism needs to be
developed in line with decisions made in Doha, Qatar in 2013. While the 2015 agreement in
Paris will focus on post-2020 climate action, countries also have another opportunity to take
pre-2020 action as on June 1st, governments began another round of climate negotiations. The
the June session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action
(ADP2-9) is scheduled to take place between 1st and 11th June 2015 in Bonn, Germany is very
important for developing nations. Apart from discussing the international mechanism of loss
and damage, the ministers of developing countries need to assess how to deal with the
currently undervalued elements of adaptation and climate risk inside the agreement. Decision
makers from the developed nations need to re-evaluate existing approaches and massively
scale up resources to address vulnerability, building resilience and capacity to adapt, especially
of the most vulnerable people, communities and ecosystems.

Rich countries need to significantly decrease their emissions so that developing countries have
scope to grow their economies without destroying the planet. It's time now for the developed
world to provide financial and technological assistance to poor developing countries to reduce
emissions, adapt efficiently to climate change, compensate communities for loss and damages
and plan low-emission pathways out of poverty. Because of past inaction and the sheer
severity of the problem, the response must now be not only to immediately and drastically cut
emissions, support countries most affected to build their resilience and adapt, but also to
address and redress the permanent loss and damage from climate change that is resulting
from insufficient mitigation ambition to comprehensively tackle the problem.

VLS ] B L WEN S T 1 B ISLAMBAD: South Asia will receive less rainfall and weak monsoon this year. According to
In South Asia Asian Climate Outlook, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka will receive below normal rainfall during
DND, June 1, 2015 2015 southwest monsoon season (June — September).

Experts from all South Asian countries of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka as well as international experts believe weak El
Nifio/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are prevailing over the Pacific Ocean and there is
strong consensus among the experts about the possibility that these may continue during the
southwest monsoon season. ENSO is one of the global scale climate phenomena that have
significant influence on the year-to-year variability of the monsoon over South Asia. The South
Asian Climate Outlook is intended to inform decisions in key sectors such as agriculture and
water management, disaster risk reduction, and health.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY

NEWS HEADLINES

Phase two: Committee to

help repatriate IDPs
The Express Tribune, June 7, 2015

IG Sindh constitutes high
powered committee to
investigate Safoora attack,

arrest culprits
The Express Tribune, June 6, 2015

Defence spending goes up
to Rs781 billion after 11%
hike

The Express Tribune, June 6, 2015

JF-17 programme a symbol
of Pak-China friendship:

China Aviation Industry
The Express Tribune, June 6, 2015

Biometric machines to be
used in search operations:

(o)
Daily Dawn, June 6, 2015
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DETAILS

BANNU: The North Waziristan Agency (NWA) political administration has formed a 10-member
committee for the registration of internally displaced persons from Eidak village, a jirga decided
on Saturday. As a result of military operation Zarb-e-Azb, the government has decided to send
back IDPs from the Dawar tribe. The jirga headed by Malik Qadar Khan was held with Assistant
Political Agent Zahiruddin Babar on Saturday. The APA announced Dawar IDPs will be sent back
to Eidak amidst tight security.

KARACHI: Inspector General Sindh Police GH Jamali on Saturday constituted a high powered
committee to expedite investigations and arrests of suspects involved in the Safoora Goth bus
attack. According to a statement, IGP Jamali presided over a high level meeting at central police
office to review law and order situation and progress of investigations into high profile cases. The
meeting was attended by Additional IG Karachi, DIG Headquarters, DIG Special Branch, DIG
Counter Terrorism Department, Zonal DIGs, AlIG Operations Sindh and others. IG Sindh, while
reviewing the progress of Safoora Goth bus attack case, constituted a high powered investigation
committee under DIG East for speeding up work. He directed officials to arrest accomplices of the
suspects involved in the attack. He stressed upon Karachi Police to play an active role in
investigation of the registered cases in proper coordination with specialised units for quick results.

He also directed to ensure extraordinary security measures at all public places including hotels,
fast food chains, shopping markets besides security for government, semi-government buildings,
consulates, residences of diplomats and vital installations. “The vulnerable communities should
be provided with extraordinary security cover and in this connection Addl. IG must convene a
meeting with their representatives immediately”, he directed. IG Sindh also directed City Police to
ensure action against those involved in smuggling and sale of Irani oil and running narcotics. He
added that negligence on part of any officer would not be tolerated.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan announced on Friday an 11% hike in defence spending for the fiscal year
starting July 1 keeping in view its ongoing fight against terrorism and the hostile stance adopted
by arch nemesis India. The defence budget has been jacked up to Rs781.2 billion for the fiscal
2015-16 — an increase of Rs81 billion from the Rs700.2 billion allocated in the outgoing financial
year. The actual increase in defence expenditure is about 8% or Rs63 billion when compared to
the revised figures of Rs720 billion for 2014-15. While the budget document presented in
parliament did not give a force-specific break-up, defence ministry officials said the Pakistan
Army would get 47% of the total outlay while 20% would go to the air force and 10% to the navy.

Out of the total Rs781.2 billion, Rs326 billion has been set aside for employee-related expenses,
Rs200.6 billion as operating expenses and Rs169.6 billion has been earmarked for physical
assets. However, these figures do not include the Rs174 billion allocated in the national budget
for pensions of retired military personnel and another separate portion for security-related
expenses.

In addition to this, the military will also get Rs180 billion under the contingent liability head and
Rs92 billion out of the Rs154 billion reserved under the Coalition Support Fund that Pakistan gets
from the United States for its counterterrorism efforts.

‘Lowest’ in the region

Pakistan raises its defence spending every year because of its historically uneasy relations with
India, which earlier this year also boosted its annual military spending by 11%. Military officials
defended the latest increase insisting that Pakistan military’s expanses were the lowest in the
region given the volatile security environment. A defence ministry source explained that Rs781.2
billion set aside in the national budget for the military was reserved for all the armed forces,
including strategic forces and civil armed forces. “The army’s share comes to only about 7.9%
(Rs371 billion) from the total national budget outlay,” he said, claiming that despite the ongoing
war against insurgents, Pakistan’s defence budget had actually declined in terms of expansion of
the national budget.Last year, the Pakistan Army was allocated Rs 331.412 billion and about 94%
of it was spent on non-development expenses like salaries and allowances. Only 6% or Rs19.88
billion were left for the development sector.

WEB DESK: Chairman Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC) Lin Zuoming assured his
all-out support to enhance the capabilities of JF-17 aircraft, Radio Pakistan reported. Chief of Air
Staff Marshal Sohail Aman, during his visit to the Headquarters of Aviation Industry Corporation
of China, expressed his satisfaction over the JF-17 programme. The programme was also
deemed by the marshal as a symbol of the Pak-China friendship. It was announced earlier during
the year that China would deliver another fifty JF-17 Thunder fighters to Pakistan over a period of
three years. During a recent visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping to Pakistan, it was also
asserted by both sides that the jets were a symbol of friendship. The close friendship has come
under scrutiny by India who have termed the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
‘unacceptable’. This vocal opposition lends credence to Islamabad’s claims that New Delhi is
fomenting unrest in Balochistan in a bid to sabotage the project described as ‘game changer’ for
the region.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif presided over a meeting here on Friday which reviewed
implementation of the National Action Plan against terrorism and the overall law and order
situation in the province. The meeting, according to a handout, decided to use biometric
machines in search operations and surveillance of the elements included in the Fourth Schedule
with the help of modern technology. The chief minister also gave approval to fill existing
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Rs100b rehabilitation fund

drawn up for TDPs
The Express Tribune, June6, 2015

Four police officials shot

dead in Quetta
The Express Tribune, June 6, 2015
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vacancies in the Special Branch (SB) and recruitment against new vacancies. It placed the Police
School of Intelligence under the subordination of the SB. The CM said the use of biometric
machines in search operations would start from Lahore and it would gradually be extended to the
entire province. He wanted implementation of the ban on display of firearms without any
discrimination. He directed that the law regarding misuse of loudspeaker, publication and
distribution of objectionable literature and wall-chalking should be strictly implemented. He said
steps for modernising intelligence system and capacity-building of the SB were required.

The chief minister while giving approval to fill existing vacancies in the SB and recruitment
against new vacancies directed that this process should be completed in a transparent manner.
He also gave approval to bring police school of intelligence under the SB control. He said
construction work of the new building of the school be completed at the earliest. He said the
process of recruitment in Special Protection Unit for the security of foreigners and Chinese
nationals should be completed within stipulated period.

ISLAMABAD: Federal authorities have allocated Rs100 billion for the rehabilitation of temporarily
displaced persons (TDPs) under the head of ‘security enhancement’ for the fiscal 2015-16.
According to government estimates, a sum of Rs80 billion is required for rehabilitating all those
displaced from the tribal areas. The remaining Rs20 billion can be used for security/military
purposes. Last year, the military launched an operation codenamed Zarb-e-Azb in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas in an effort to flush out militants taking refuge in the tribal areas. Up to
47 per cent of the infrastructure has reportedly been completely damaged during the military
offensive in North Waziristan Agency, while 53 per cent has suffered partial damage, with
Miramshah and Mir Ali being the worst affected areas in N Waziristan. The government’s
assessment documents show that the estimated financial requirements of N Waziristan are as
follows: Rs12.5 billion for cash disbursement, Rs11.4 billion for rehabilitation, Rs15 billion for
compensation of damaged properties and Rs30 billion for reconstruction.

The federal government has allocated Rs8.3 billion for the interior division in the Public Sector
Development Programme (PSDP). The government has lowered the budgetary allocation for the
National Security Division to Rs43 million — Rs7 million less than what was allocated for the
current fiscal year. Of the total allocation in the PSDP, Rs8.2 billion have been allocated from
local resources and Rs100 million from foreign assistance for new and ongoing projects of the
interior division. The federal government has earmarked Rs7.36 billion — Rs7.26 billion from local
resources and Rs100 million from foreign funding — for the project of interior division other than
the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). Of the total allocation of Rs7.36 billion, Rs4.33 billion have
been allocated for the new projects, while Rs3.03 billion for the ongoing project of the interior
division — Rs2.93 billion from local components and Rs100 million from foreign assistance. Of the
Rs4.33 billion for the new projects, Rs1 billion have been earmarked for raising six additional
wings of the Civil Armed Forces (CAFs) for the security of Chinese nationals in Pakistan.
Moreover, Rs2.5 billion has been allocated in the PSDP for raising 22 additional wings of the
CAFs.

In other new projects of the interior division, Rs500 million have been allocated for
accommodation and training of the proposed Rapid Response Force for Islamabad, Rs10 million
for the construction of the Model Prison at H-16 in Islamabad, Rs300 million for the Machine
Readable Passport Project (Phase-lll) and Rs20 million for upgrading the Interior Division’s ICT
Infrastructure for E-Office Application Suites. In the ongoing projects, Rs100 million from foreign
assistance have been allocated for the Safe City Project Islamabad, Rs34.73 million for the
construction of a police station at Markaz 1-16 in Islamabad, Rs24.42 million for the construction
of pickets/posts for Chitral Scouts, Rs35.79 million for the construction of barracks at the Training
Wing Korangi for the Pakistan Coastal Guards Karachi and Rs26.87 million for the construction of
residential and non-residential buildings for 112 Wing GB Scouts Skardu.

Under the head of ‘ongoing projects’, Rs31.15 million have been earmarked for setting up the
Federal Civil Defence Training School in Abbottabad, Rs100 million for setting up the National
Forensic Science Agency and Islamabad Laboratory, Rs800 million for the Machine Readable
Passport/Visas Project (Phase-Il), Rs75.04 million for the National Response Centre for Cyber
Crime, Rs10 million for the Pakistan Automated Fingerprint Identification System (Phase-ll),
Rs200 million for provision of security infrastructure in Malakand, Swat and other conflict areas,
and Rs40 million for raising the Balochistan Constabulary.

QUETTA: At least four police officials were shot dead on Saturday in Quetta’s Pashtoonabad
area. Capital City Police Officer Quetta Abdul Razzaqg confirmed the death of the four policemen
after unidentified assailants open fired on a police van at Mullah Abdul Salam area. The
miscreants fled the scene soon after the attack. Ali Muhammad, Abdullah and Attaullah were
among the four killed, according to police. Another senior police official Aitzaz Goraya confirmed
the incident and said it was an act of terrorism. A heavy contingent of Frontier Corps and police
arrived at the site and the deceased were shifted to Combined Military Hospital. Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in a statement “strongly condemned” the killings and said “such incidents cannot
weaken [the] government’s resolve in eliminating the menace of terrorism and extremism.” He
directed the concerned authorities to apprehend the perpetrators of this heinous crime at the
earliest. Nobody immediately claimed responsibility for the attack but Baloch separatist groups
demanding more autonomy and control over province’s gas and mineral resources have
frequently targeted security forces and police for years. The province is also riven by sectarian
strife and militant violence. Separately, a house located in Kalli Deeba area of Quetta also came
under a hand grenade attack. The security forces confirmed no damage was caused in the
attack. Recently, a multi-party confab had concurred that the methodical slaying of 20-odd
Pashtuns in the restive Mastung district was an abortive attempt by the ‘enemies of Pakistan’ to
sow ethnic discord in Balochistan.

On May 29, gunmen had plucked ethnic Pashtun passengers from two Karachi-bound buses in
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the Khad Khocha area of Mastung and shot them dead execution-style. Though the main Baloch
insurgent groups distanced themselves from the carnage, the United Baloch Army, a breakaway
faction of Baloch Liberation Army, claimed credit for the grisly violence. “The enemy wants to
sabotage the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project. A
neighbouring country has already voiced its reservations,” PM Nawaz told an all-party conference
(APC) at the Governor House in Quetta. The session was convened to devise a strategy to tackle
internal and external security challenges in the volatile province.

ISLAMABAD: The government reported on Thursday that because of improved security losses
caused by terrorism declined by about 32 per cent during the first three quarters of the outgoing
fiscal year (2014-15) as compared to 2013-14. According to the Economic Survey, the losses
caused by terrorism during the first nine months amounted to Rs457.93 billion ($4.53 billion),
which were 31.7 per cent less than Rs681.68 billion ($6.63 billion) lost in 2013-14. The cost
incurred last year was comparable with losses suffered in 2008-09, when Rs720.6 billion was
lost. The estimates have been prepared by a joint ministerial group comprising officials of
ministries of finance, interior and foreign affairs. The financial losses have been calculated on the
basis of loss of exports, physical infrastructure, foreign investment, industrial output and tax
collection and the amount paid in compensation to victims of terrorism. The cost also includes the
amount spent on security arrangements.

“Pakistan continues to pay a heavy price both in the economic and security terms due to this
situation and a substantial portion of precious national resources both men and material, have
been diverted to address the emerging security challenges for the last several years,” the report
said. Pakistan has lost Rs8702.75 billion ($106.98 billion) because of terrorism since the start of
war on terror in 2001-02. Most of the losses happened after 2007 with some Rs5000 billion lost
between 2008 and 2013. The losses have been declining for the fourth consecutive year. The
decline in losses during the year was attributed to success of counter-terrorism operations being
conducted by the Army during the period. “After adoption of the National Action Plan by the All-
Party Conference (APC) and its subsequent implementation which is overseen by the apex
committees of the provinces, there have been improvements in the overall security situation in
Pakistan in the recent months as a result of concerted actions,” the report said. But it said peace
in Afghanistan was essential for “complete revival of economy and stability”. The government
blames the rise of violent extremism and terrorism to instability in Afghanistan.

SHAWAL: At least eight terrorists were killed in an air strike by security forces on Friday in
Shawal area of North Waziristan, sources said. According to sources, five militants were also
injured as jets bombed their hideouts. On Wednesday, nine militants were killed in an air strike in
Datta Khel area of North Waziristan. Thirteen terrorists were also injured in the assault by jets.

ISLAMABAD: Though the total economic loss sustained by Pakistan due to War on Terrorism
since 9/11 rose to $107 billion, the yearly losses from terrorism declined by a third to $4.5 billion
in the outgoing fiscal year, in part due to a military offensive against militants in the tribal areas
and the Karachi operation. Finance Minister Ishaq Dar said on Thursday that the country
sustained $4.53 billion direct and indirect losses from terrorism in fiscal year 2014-15- $2.1 billion
(31%) less than $6.63 billion sustained in fiscal year 2013-14. Although, the amount is significant,
in terms of its impact on the public finances and the economy, the downward trajectory marks an
improvement in the overall security situation. The cost of lost export opportunities increased from
$530 million to $730 million in outgoing fiscal year. The expenditure overruns due to war on
terrorism have been estimated at $620 million, against $290 million in the previous fiscal year.

The cost of foreign investment went down from $2.1 billion to $900 million in the outgoing fiscal
year. The cost of loss of industrial output decreased from $300 million to $200 million. The losses
on account of less tax collection decreased from $2.52 billion to $2 billion, which is still significant.
In the category of others, the losses reduced from $720 million to $550 million, according to the
survey. The cost of uncertainty also reduced from $700,000 to $200,000. Fiscal year 2014-15
was the consecutive fourth year when there was reduction in economic losses suffered from
terrorism over the preceding year, shown under a section of the Economic Survey of Pakistan.
Dar explained that the quantum of losses was declining due to implementation of National Action
Plan after the Peshawar tragedy, in addition to efforts in the Karachi and Zarb-e-Azb operations.
After 9/11, Pakistan had started including the cost of terrorism in its annual economic
performance presentations, as the country heavily suffered on account of loss of lives, economic
opportunities and damages to infrastructure.

The US drone attacks have drastically reduced, which also helped lowering the direct losses to
the infrastructure and human lives, according to the defense experts. After 9/11, the cumulative
impact of these developments adversely affected the overall growth rate in all major sectors of
the economy, according to Economic Survey of Pakistan. It added Pakistan continued to pay a
heavy price both in the economic and security terms and substantial portion of precious national
resources both, men and material, have been diverted to address the emerging security
challenges for the last several years. During the last 14 years, the survey said Pakistan had
incurred $106.98 billion (Rs8.7 trillion), in direct and indirect costs owing to terrorism. The total
cost is twice next year's proposed total budget of Rs4.2 trillion. The cost has been worked out by
an inter-ministerial committee, having representation of Ministries of Finance, Interior, Foreign
Affairs and a Joint Ministerial Group. The US embassy in Pakistan has long been opposing
Pakistan’s decision to publish the cost of terrorism due to differences over methodology used to
work out the price, officials privy to the discussions say.

KARACHI: The provincial government has identified 48 madressas across Sindh that are
promoting terrorism and has decided to put an end to their operations. This decision was made
during a meeting of the provincial apex committee on Thursday. The meeting that was chaired by
Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah, who was told that the government will take the Wafaqul
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terrorism’ Madaris into confidence before going after the seminaries that have now turned into hatcheries of
The Express Tribune, June 4, 2015 terrorists. In Karachi, these seminaries are located in New Karachi, Surjani Town, Gadap, Malir,
Landhi, Manghopir, Kunwari Colony, Sultanabad, Baldia Town, Keamari and Orangi Town. “After
imparting training, these madressas provide recruits for terrorist activities in various areas of the
country, including Sindh,” the intelligence officers shared. The government will also cut off the
sources of finance for these seminaries through necessary administrative, legal and legislative
measures. To follow through with these plans, Shah decided to constitute a taskforce, which will
be notified shortly, to suggest ways to curb funding sources to these madrassas.

Later, information and local government minister Sharjeel Memon gave a briefing on the
decisions made during the meeting. The names of the seminaries were shortlisted with the help
of information collected by the intelligence and law enforcement agencies. The funding for
violence and terrorism has deep roots in ill-gotten money, said Memon. “There are different
sources,” he said, listing examples, such as extortion from different government and private
institutions, individuals, collection of donations, forced and voluntary collection of hides, fitra,
kidnapping for ransom, payments to ghost employees, land grabbing, and smuggling particularly
of Iranian oil. “The government will enact laws to stop the smuggling of Iranian oil,” said Memon.
“We will seal the petrol pumps selling smuggled petrol and arrest the owners.”

Going separate ways

A separate lane will be established at all exit and entry points of Sindh so that all incoming and
outgoing vehicles are scanned through the biometric system, Memon announced. “These
checkpoints will be manned by representatives of police, Rangers, Customs, FIA and other
relevant organisations,” he said. “The entire system will be computerised and checking will be
done scientifically.” The chief minister told the IG, the Sindh advocate-general and prosecutor-
general to induct efficient investigators who take ownership of cases and take the culprits to task,
said Memon. “This is a mission and you have to fulfil it by collecting solid and scientific evidence,”
he quoted Shah.

Attendance

Memon announced that the biometric system was being installed to record the electronic
attendance of all employees at government institutions, particularly in local bodies and education
departments to prevent ghost employees. The meeting was attended by Sindh Governor Dr
Ishratul Ebad, finance minister Murad Ali Shah, parliamentary affairs minister Dr Sikandar
Mandhro, home minister Sohail Siyal, corps commander Lt General Naveed Mukhtar, Rangers
DG Bilal Akbar, Sindh IG Ghulam Hyder Jamali, home secretary Mukhtiar Soomro |,
commissioner Shoaib Siddiqui and others.

Pakistan capable of giving ISLAMABAD: Army chief General Raheel Sharif on Thursday said the country is capable of
'befitting' reply to Indian responding to all forms of aggression from India, Express News reported. “We know how to
respond befittingly to any aggression from India,” the army chief said, adding that there is no
need to worry about anything that India says. Talking to journalists after the joint session of
Parliament, the army chief said the law and order situation of the country would continue to
improve. The statement comes a day after the army chief said Kashmir and Pakistan are
inseparable. On Wednesday, the army chief described the festering dispute over the Himalayan
region as an ‘unfinished agenda’ of the 1947 partition in a strong rejoinder to a flurry of
provocative statements emanating from India. “While we wish peace and stability in the region,
we want Kashmir’s just resolution in light of the UN resolutions and as per the aspirations of the
Kashmiris to bring lasting peace in the region,” Gen Raheel said in a speech at the National
Defence University in Islamabad.

aggression: Army chief
The Express Tribune, June 4, 2015

His statement came against the backdrop of rising tensions between the two nuclear-armed arch-
nemeses as a result of the recent controversial statements by Indian cabinet ministers and
officials. The public admission by Indian Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar that New Delhi would
‘neutralise terrorists through terrorists’ has particularly prompted strong reaction from Islamabad.
The army chief also joined civilian leaders to hit back at India saying that they would not allow
‘proxies’ by other countries to destabilise Pakistan. “While our enemies are supporting terrorism
to stoke sub-conventional conflicts and destabilise our country, we are fully determined and
capable of defeating their nefarious designs,” he was quoted as saying by the military’s media
wing, the ISPR.

Crime roundup: 94 PESHAWAR: At least 94 incidents of terrorism have been reported in Peshawar district in the
L e NG s CO M I first five months of 2015, stated a police report. According to the report available with The
first five months of 2015 Express Tribune, five police offici_al_s and an officer of the armed forces lost their lives in these
The Express Tribune, June 4, 2015 attacks, while seven others were injured. Moreover, 31 civilians have been killed in these acts of
? ¢ terror.

Deaths and injuries

Over the last five months, a large number of murder and assault cases have also been reported
in the district. The report stated 172 people have been murdered, while 397 were wounded during
this period. Many people have also died in road accidents in the district. As per the report, 141
people were killed in 63 road accidents and 413 injured. At least 24 people have been kidnapped
for ransom from the provincial capital and two children have been abducted.

Robbers on a rampage

The police report added 82 cases of theft, seven cases of armed robbery, 19 cases of highway
robbery and 38 cases of burglary have been reported in the first five months of 2015. During this
period, vehicle theft continued to be a recurring problem. According to the report, 36 cases of car
lifting, seven cases of car snatching, 12 motorcycle snatching cases and 35 cases of motorcycle
theft have been reported.
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In custody

During the first five months of 2015, police arrested 2,244 armed men and 6,123 miscreants.
Similarly, 3,276 people were arrested during this time in narcotics cases and FIRs were
registered against them.

WEB DESK: Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said Pakistan’s stance on the Kashmir issue is
based on the requirements of justice, Radio Pakistan reported. Speaking to a private news
channel, he said evidences about the involvement of India’s spy agency, Research and Analaysis
Wing (RAW) in Balochistan suggested that India is sponsoring terrorism. The minister further
asserted that RAW was creating disturbances in various areas of the country since the launch of
Operation Zarb-e-Azb. The statement comes a day after Prime Minister said Pakistan was keen
to develop good relations with India on the basis of sovereign equality.

The statement came during the premier's meeting with Pakistan High Commissioner to India
Abdul Basit at the PM House in Islamabad. Basit briefed the prime minister on the state of
Pakistan, India relations with particular reference to latest developments. Similarly on
Wednesday, Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif called Pakistan and Kashmir ‘inseparable’
describing the festering dispute over the Himalayan region as an ‘unfinished agenda’ of the 1947
partition, in a strong rejoinder to a flurry of provocative statements emanating from India. His
statement came against the backdrop of rising tensions between the two nuclear-armed arch-
nemeses as a result of the recent controversial statements by Indian cabinet ministers and
officials.

ISLAMABAD: The Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) told the apex court on Wednesday that it
tapped 6,856 phones across the country in the month of May. In compliance of the court’s May 22
order, Deputy Attorney General Sajid llyas Bhatti (DAG) submitted a classified report before the
three-judge bench, headed by Justice Mian Sagib Nisar, in the Supreme Court (SC) detailing the
number of phones tapped in the past four months. The bench revealed at least 6,523 phone
numbers were tapped in the February, 6,819 in March, 6,742 in April and 6,856 in May after going
through the classified report submitted. Hearing a 19-year-old suo motu case, the top court had
sought a reply from federal government regarding the law under which phone calls are tapped by
intelligence agencies. It directed Bhatti to furnish a concise statement in this regard within three
weeks.

The apex court summoned a responsible officer of ISI along with DAG to the chamber to decide if
the proceedings of the case should be carried out in a chamber or not, keeping the sensitivity of
the matter into consideration. “We cannot keep this matter under the carpet as these are the
secret rights of the people, which should not be violated,” Nisar said. “If the agencies are legally
authorised to tap the phones then the court has no objection. However, if the agency officials are
doing it without any legal authority then it is not right.” The bench also asked Barrister Abdul Hafiz
Pirzada, who was present in the courtroom, to assist into the matter to which Pirzada agreed.

After returning the report to DAG, he was asked by the SC to appear before the court along with
the ISI officer in the next hearing. During the last hearing, the Intelligence Bureau (IB) had told the
court that it was tapping 5,594 phone numbers across the country. In 1996, then chief justice
Sajjad Ali Shah took notice of the recording of phone calls by the intelligence agencies after a
spying device was found connected to his phone. Later, former president (late) Farooqg Ahmed
Leghari’'s counsel — during the Benazir Bhutto dismissal case proceedings —cited before the
Supreme Court phone tapping of judges by the Benazir regime as a major justification for her
government’s ouster.

QUETTA: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that foreign forces, with the help of local
elements, have been promoting terrorism and violence in the country. Addressing an all-party
conference here on Tuesday, he said Pakistan had suffered $110 billion losses in the war on
terror over the past few years, but “we are determined to eliminate terrorism and extremism from
our country”. The APC on the security situation in Balochistan was convened by Chief Minister Dr
Abdul Malik Baloch in the wake of the Mastung carnage. The prime minister said the Mastung
massacre was a great tragedy, but leaders of Baloch and Pashtoon communities demonstrated
patience and farsightedness to keep the situation under control. “The enemy wants to divide us
on sectarian and ethnic grounds by pitting one sect against the other,” he said. He said the law
and order situation in the province had improved to a great extent during the past two and half
years. Political and military leaderships were working together to thwart the enemy’s nefarious
designs, he added. “Complete peace has not been restored but a change is visible because of
efforts made by the provincial government.” Mr Sharif said it was a good omen that all political
parties and stakeholders unanimously supported the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
Referring to India’s objection to the $46 billion CPEC project, he said the Chinese leadership had
also rejected Delhi’s stance. It is difficult for the enemy to see Pakistan moving forward on the
path of development, “but we will achieve the goal of progress and prosperity”. He said the
political leadership decided to set up speedy courts and devise a National Action Plan and
implement it. “Our enemy wants to damage our political harmony,” he said. The prime minister
said that earlier in the day he presided over a meeting on security situation and the participants
assured him that adequate steps would be taken to make Balochistan a peaceful province. The
Balochistan governor, chief minister, federal and provincial ministers, the Commander Southern
Command and heads of intelligence and law-enforcement agencies attended the meeting at the
Governor House. Mr Sharif said Quetta used to be a peaceful city visited by people from other
parts of the country in the summer. “| remember that Quetta’s water was famous for its good taste
and health benefits.” He said the Zarb-i-Azb Operation had achieved success and now people
displaced from tribal areas had started returning to their homes. “Officers and soldiers of our army
sacrificed their lives in the war on terror and thousands of civilians also lost their lives. But now
the terrorists have left the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and their hideouts and sanctuaries
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have been destroyed.” The APC was attended by Balochistan Governor Mohammad Khan
Achakzai, Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch, Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan,
Commandant Southern Command Lt Gen Naseer Khan Janjua, Minister for Safron retired Lt Gen
Abdul Qadir Baloch, Senate’s Deputy Chairman Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, Pakhtunkhawa
Milli Awami Party chief Mehmood Khan Achakzai, National Party chief Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo,
Balochistan PML-N chief Sanaullah Zehri, Leader of the Opposition in the Balochistan Assembly
Maulana Abdul Wasey, Balochistan PML-Q chief Jaffar Khan Mandokhel and Balochistan ANP
chief Asghar Achakzai.

WEB DESK: During a series of talks between Pakistan and Afghanistan, the brotherly countries
have underscored the importance of cooperation on war against terror, Radio Pakistanreported.
In a meeting held in Kabul between Abdur Rauf Ibrahimi, spokesperson for Afghan Wolesi Jirga
and Pakistan Ambassador to Afghanistan, Syed Abrar Hussain, the authorities discussed ways to
increase media cooperation between the two countries. The Afghan Minister for Culture and
Information, Abdul Bari Jahani was also invited to the talks. It was during this meeting that
Ibrahimi was informed about Pakistan making sincere endeavours for promoting peace and
stability in Afghanistan.The Ambassador further touched upon the fact that a stable and
prosperous Afghanistan was not only in the interest of Pakistan but also of the entire region. He
added that Pakistan wanted to promote and expand bilateral cooperation with Afghanistan in all
areas of mutual interests.

WASHINGTON: Pakistan will not sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) because it
considers it discriminatory, said Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry as he led the
Pakistani team at a meeting with US officials on Tuesday on security, strategic stability and non-
proliferation issues. “It is a discriminatory treaty. Pakistan has the right to defend itself, so
Pakistan will not sign the NPT. Why should we?” said the foreign secretary when asked at a
briefing whether Islamabad would sign the NPT if Washington asked it to do so. Already, 190
states have signed the treaty, which came into force in 1970. But South Asia’s both nuclear
states, India and Pakistan, have stayed out of it. Apparently, Pakistan’s categorical refusal to sign
the treaty goes against the US desire to promote NPT’s compliance. But US officials have
avoided criticising in public Pakistan’s position on this and other issues. Although the leader of
the US team, Under Secretary of State Rose Eilene Gottemoeller, has issued no public
statements on the issues being discussed with Pakistan, her earlier statements do underline
Washington’s careful approach on the issues that concern Islamabad.

When a team of the US Arms Control Association asked Ms Gottemoeller how the United States
could encourage India and Pakistan to contribute to global nuclear disarmament process, she
underlined the measures Pakistan had taken to protect its nuclear facilities. “They have agreed to
establish their regional training centre on nuclear security matters as an asset for the International
Atomic Energy Agency in the regional context, to provide training courses for regional partners,”
she noted. “They can and they will play a role of that kind, and | think that's very good, that’s very
commendable.” Responding to a question on fissile material production in South Asia, Ms
Gottemoeller stressed the need for both India and Pakistan to take further steps to protect their
fissile material holdings, as well as controlling and accounting for them. Foreign Secretary Aizaz
Chaudhry, when asked to underline the steps Pakistan had taken to protect its nuclear assets,
said: “We have established a multi-layer system and a strong command and control system.” He
assured the international community that Pakistan would maintain a “credible minimum
deterrence, but it is not in an arms race with anyone”.

Mr Chaudhry pointed out that for some time India had been working on a massive build-up of
conventional weapons. “Pakistan is not asking for a parity with India but we do want a system of
check and balance. Such a balance is necessary to promote peace,” he said. “Pakistan believes
in the concept of comprehensive strategic stability, which includes conventional weapons
balance, nuclear restraint, resolution of the outstanding issues,” he said. Mr Chaudhry said that
Pakistan had proved its ability to fully protect its nuclear assets by not allowing the current wave
of terrorism to reach anywhere near a nuclear facility. “The measures we have taken, no other
country has and it is recognised by other countries too. We have fulfilled our responsibility. There
is zero tolerance for such activities.” The foreign secretary said that Pakistan also had a right to
the civil nuclear cooperation arrangement that the United States had with India.

“Our energy needs are more acute. Our power generation met international standards. All our
facilities are under IAEA safeguards. And so we have a right to have access to civil nuclear
technology,” he said. Mr Chaudhry rejected the suggestion that Pakistan should focus on other
sources, such as hydel. He said the safest approach was having a mixed bag of energy options,
from hydel to nuclear. He explained that by 2030, Pakistan planned to generate 162,000MW of
electricity and nuclear would only be a small fraction of this total, 8, 800MW. The foreign secretary
rejected a suggestion that IS and other militant groups could seize Pakistan’s nuclear weapons.

KARACH]I: During a meeting on law and order in Karachi, Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah on
Tuesday called for forming a new registration policy for registering madarassas (seminaries) in
the province. Shah asked Chief Secretary Siddique Memon to coordinate with the federal
government to ensure a speedy progress in the matter. Home Secretary Mukhtiar Soomro told
the chief minister that the provincial government had proposed a legislation for the purpose but
federal government had instead prepared a proforma on which the home department has given
its input. On this Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon suggested that a column for the
donors who donate their lands for construction of a madarassa should also be included with the
condition to seek the a no-objection certificate from the home department before such a donation
is made. The meeting was attended by provincial ministers, Home Secretary Mukhtiar Soomro,
Inspector General (IG) Sindh, Ghulam Hyder Jamali, Additional IG Karachi Ghulam Qadir Thebo
and others.
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Security measures

The chief minister reviewed the security situation in the province and progress made on decisions
made as part of the National Action Plan (NAP). Home Secretary Mukhtiar Soomro told the chief
minister said that in the light of May 14 Special Apex Committee meeting held under the
chairmanship of Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif, the decision to set up a Counter
Terrorism Cell (CTC) in the Corps Headquarters with representatives of all the intelligence
agencies has been completed. IG Sindh Ghulam Hyder Jamali said that they had sent a list of
gadgets that the police immediately required to the GHQ, in response to which Sindh Police had
received 500 rifles. Asked about procurement of armoured personnel carriers (APCs), the chief
secretary explained he along with the IG Police were working out specifications to procure locally
built APCs and that a team of experts will visit Heavy Mechanical Complex in Taxila. The CM
further directed the Home Secretary to deliver a comprehensive report on ‘static balloon camera
surveillance’ to establish an effective air surveillance system.

In light of the recent attacks on minorities, Shah asked the chief secretary to hold a
comprehensive meeting with representatives of minorities, including Ismaili and Bohra
communities, and give them assurance of addressing their security concerns. “l want you to work
out a detailed security plan to avoid soft targets onward.” At this, Memon said that a meeting was
scheduled for later on Tuesday.

Computerisation of land records

Memon told the CM that the process of computerisation of revenue records (land) had was 80 per
cent complete, adding that he will invite the CM to inaugurate five computerised centres. The
chief minister observed that computerisation of land record, identification of government and
private land would become easy. “In this way an effective operation would be launched against
the land grabbers.”

Rescue 1122

Shah sought progress on creation of a Rescue 1122 emergency service for Karachi under the
Crisis Control Management (CCM). The chief minister directed that a team of the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority should go to Rawalpindi to study the service’s method of
operation and replicate it in Karachi. The decision to initiate Rescue 1122 had been made after
failure of existing rescue infrastructure to respond in time to the Safoora tragedy. The CM said
that the 2,500 acres of forest land recovered from dacoits in Ghotki would be issued to local
landless farmers. For this purpose, he directed the chief secretary to work out a proposal thus
eradicating the bad practice once and for all.

WEB DESK: A new study, titled, ‘Costs of War’, produced by Brown University’s Watson Institute
for International Studies claims that civilian and military casualties in Afghanistan and Pakistan
total almost 149,000 people killed, along with 162,000 critically wounded. The study looks at war-
related deaths, injuries and displacement in Afghanistan and Pakistan from 2001 to last year,
when international combat troops left Afghanistan. Costs of War says that since the 2001 US-led
invasion overthrew the Taliban regime has killed as many as 100,000 people and wounded about
the same number. Noting the increase in the annual figures of the people killed, the report’s
author, Neta Crawford, said the war in Afghanistan “is getting worse”. Further, the UN said civilian
casualties rose 16% in the first four months of 2015, with 974 people killed. Crawford said that
while military deaths are accounted for, civilian figures are difficult to source.

The report’s figures are based on statistics from the United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan, as well as other sources, she said. Most civilian deaths happened after 2007, with
more than 17,700 civilian deaths recorded by UNAMA between 2009 and 2014. Crawford added
that most civilians were killed by terrorists. Breaking the figures down, the report found that
26,270 Afghan civilians have been killed and 29,900 injured as a direct consequence of the war.
The overall figure includes civilians, Taliban and other militants, US and allied forces, aid workers
and journalists. Crawford also said that since last year, it became clear that insurgents were not
distinguishing between civilian and combatants. Deaths that are impossible to attribute have also
begun to rise.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Monday directed the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) to take action against an ‘illegal’ madrassa established on a land designated for
a graveyard in Sector G-11/3 and submit a report within seven days. CDA officials admitted in the
court of Justice Shaukat Siddiqui that the building was illegal but action was not taken to avoid a
law and order situation.

QUETTA: Frontier Corps on Monday claimed to have killed 13 suspected militants who were
allegedly involved in the Mastung carnage that claimed at least 20 lives. “FC launched targeted
operations in Balochistan's Kalat and Pangjoor districts, killing 13 miscreants,” Khan Wasey, the
Spokesman for Frontier Corps said. He said security forces also recovered weapons from the
possession of the miscreants. Wasey stated that search operations were carried out in Hat Boai
and Borgan areas of Kalat district. An exchange of fire also took place between forces and
miscreants, he added. The FC spokesperson stated that the miscreants were allegedly involved
in killings of bus passengers in Khad Kucha area of Mastung on May 29th. However, FC's claim
could not be verified from independent sources. FC also killed four militants in Parum area of
Panjgor district. Wasey stated that the miscreants were killed during an exchange of fire with
forces.

PESHAWAR: The Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) on Monday claimed responsibility for the
killing of Pakistan Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-N) member of Punjab Assembly (MPA) Rana
Shamshad who was shot dead along with his son and a party worker in Gujranwala's Kamoki
area on Sunday evening. Taliban spokesman Mohammad Khorasani told DawnNews that the
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attack on the legislator was carried out by militants belonging to the proscribed group. The Punjab
legislator was on his way home from his farmhouse in Kot Raja — accompanied by his son,
nephew and a party worker— when armed assailants who were travelling in a black car opened
heavy fire at the MPA's vehicle.

Eye witnesses said the attackers had covered their faces with cloth and fled the scene right after
the attack. Police reached the site of the incident immediately and transferred all four injured to
the nearest district hospital. Police sources said Shamshad and his son, Ahmed, were
pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. Chaudhary Shamshad was elected to the Punjab
Assembly from Gujranwala's constituency PP-100 on a Pakistan Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-
N) ticket. He had served as the provincial transport minister during the Pakistan Muslim League -
Quaid (PML-Q) government in Punjab.

VVEE Il R FT I EIET ELElC Ml ISLAMABAD: Amidst an uptick in terrorist attacks and a growing chorus of accusations against
to share RAW terror link India’s top spy agency for aiding and abetting such violence, Pakistan has decided to raise the
issue at the international level. While Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's top aide said Islamabad
would name and shame New Delhi, Pakistan’s top diplomat, who left for Washington on Sunday,
is expected to share with US officials evidence of RAW’s increasing involvement in stoking
terrorism in Pakistan. Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry will lead a Pakistani delegation
at an important meeting of the working group under the Pakistan-US Strategic Dialogue. Foreign
Office spokesperson Qazi Khalilullah confirmed to The Express Tribune that the meeting would
take place on June 2 in Washington. The meeting is a part of the ongoing Strategic Dialogue
between the two countries, he added without giving details. But an official familiar with the
development said that the talks would focus on bilateral relations, as well as issues related to
arms control, nuclear non-proliferation and international security. The top diplomat is also
scheduled to meet senior US officials during his stay in Washington.

proof with US
The Express Tribune, June 1, 2015

The official, who didn’t wish to be named in the report, disclosed that Chaudhry was given a ‘brief’
by the government to inform the Obama administration about the alleged involvement of India in
fomenting unrest in Pakistan. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who along with army chief General
Raheel Sharif, visited the headquarters of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) on Saturday,
alleged that foreign intelligence agencies were destabilising the country. It is understood that he
was referring to RAW. The official said Foreign Secretary Chaudhry would share ‘fresh evidence’
with US officials about the increased involvement of RAW in creating trouble in Pakistan. He is
also expected to raise the issue of recent statements given by India’s defence and interior
ministers in which they called for “neutralising terrorists through terrorists”. Islamabad says such
controversial statements confirmed its fears that Indian secret agencies were involved in terrorist
activities in Pakistan.

Prime Minister's Adviser on National Security and Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz also indicated on
Sunday that Pakistan would expose India at the international level for ‘stoking unrest in the
country’. Speaking at a function organised by Nazria Pakistan Council, Aziz made it clear that
Pakistan would not allow its enemies to undermine the Pakistan-China Economic Corridor. He
also insisted that the Indian ambition for hegemony in the region would not be allowed to
succeed. Aziz maintained that Pakistan’s nuclear explosions in 1998 had ‘shattered India’s
dream’ to establish its hegemony in the South Asian region.

22 militants killed during WEB DESK: At least 22 militants were killed in aerial strikes and a ground operation in North
operations in Datta Khel: Waziristan Agency in the last 24 hours. Ten terrorists, including foreigners were killed in air
ISPR strikes in Datta Khel area on Monday. A large cache of arms and ammunition were also
The Express Tribune, June 1, 2015 destroyed during the aerial strikes, an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) statement read.
’ ’ Earlier in the day the ISPR said, “12 militants were killed by security forces in a ground operation
in an area 10km south-west of Datta Khel in North Waziristan Agency,” late on Sunday night.
“Militants were surrounded by troops in a cordon and search operation,” the statement added.

Datta Khel area of the restive tribal region was considered a stronghold of local and foreign
militant outfits before June, last year, when the military launched a full-scale offensive. Earlier this
month, Army chief General Raheel Sharif said that battlefield successes in the ongoing military
operation in North Waziristan have created the momentum for a decisive push against terrorists
in the urban areas. “Noteworthy achievements in Operation Zarb-e-Azab have created a space
for a decisive surge against terrorists in the urban areas,” the army chief told officers and
students of the Command and Staff College in Quetta.
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DETAILS

LARKANA: The Secretary, District Regional Transport Authority (DRTA) in a handout has said that
in compliance to the order passed by Sindh High Court, the Transport Department of Sindh
Government has banned the intercity public transport which is running on CNG which does not
include taxi cars & 3-wheel rickshaws. The handout issued by the Information Directorate here on
Thursday further said that the decision has been taken keeping in view the interests and to save &
safeguard precious lives of the people. The DRTA has warned the owners of such transport to
convert their respective vehicles within three months according to the notification issued by it on 08th
May, 2015 or else stern action will be taken against the defaulters under Motor Vehicle Ordinance
1965. - PPI

LAHORE: Pakistan urgently needs dams to meet its irrigation and power requirements, said Iftikhar
Ahmad, a professor at the Punjab University (PU) College of Earth and Environmental Sciences, on
Thursday.“We have enough fresh water to meet our needs but it is being wasted due to poor
management,” Ahmad said at a seminar, titled Pakistan’s Greatest Challenge: The Impeding Water
crisis in Pakistan.The PU Institute of Communication Studies had arranged the event at Hameed
Nizami Conference Hall to mark the World Environment Day. Ahmad said there had been no
sustainable improvement in the water sector in the last 34 years. He said public-private partnerships
could help deal with water crisis.PU Department of Geology Prof Muhammad Sanaullah said daily
water consumption of an individual was around 40 litres out of which only eight litres was used for
drinking purposes.“The issue (of water) has never been made a priority by the government,” he said.
He discussed effects of the Indus Basin Waters Treaty on water availability in Pakistan.The speakers
said the country could face severe water shortages over the next 10 years if appropriate water-
conservation practices were not adopted.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is now on course to ending the spread of polio virus, a senior government
official said on Thursday after the World Health Organisation released data confirming an overall drop
in Polio cases in the country.Elias Durry, WHO’s senior coordinator for polio eradication in Pakistan,
said intensive vaccination efforts were paying off.“Compared to last year, this year polio cases in
Pakistan have been 70 per cent decreased,” Durry said. “In 2013 and 2014 the programme was
under pressure, but in 2015 the virus is under pressure.”There have been 24 cases since January 1,
a decline of over 70 per cent from the same period last year, when there were 84 cases.“We have
come a long way since the explosive outbreak of 2014 and much has been done to change the
complexion of the polio eradication drive in the country,” Minister for National Health Services Saira
Afzal Tarar said in a statement.But the minister acknowledged that the government is mindful of the
fact that there is still a “considerable distance” to cover. “We hope to achieve our goals in polio
eradication, with strengthened monitoring, effective coordination and support of our partners,” Tarar
added.Durry said the main reason for the fall in cases was better access to families in previously
unvaccinated areas, where troops have been advancing.

LAHORE: The Punjab Assembly has been moved against the Punjab Institute of Cardiology for
giving much delayed appointments to patients needing heart surgery or angiography.An adjournment
motion submitted to the Punjab Assembly secretariat on Thursday by Jamaat-i-Islami’'s Dr Waseem
Akhtar stated that the heart patients needing surgery or angiography were being given one to two
years delayed appointments and many serious patients could not survive because of delay in
treatment.It regretted that one of the angiography machines of the hospital was lying out of order as
the serious patients were being sent home after first aid.lt alleged that the needy patients were also
not being provided with free medicines and were rather being forced to buy the same from
market.The motion demanded that the health authorities take notice of the “maladministration” in the
PIC and other state-run hospitals and provide relief to the poor patients.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Health Jam Mehtab Hussain Dahar Thursday said that the Health
Department in collaboration with Water Board Karachi will distribute bottles of Sodium Hypochlorite
and chlorine tablets free of cost in worst naegleria affected areas. Awareness campaign regarding
naegleria will be launched in different quarters of the society especially from mosques. While service
stations for vehicles are directed not to use drinking water for the purpose of washing vehicles. They
have been directed to use boring water, said the minister. Jam Mehtab was presiding over a meeting
of Health department and water board Karachi, said a statement issued here. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif inaugurated Islamabad’s new Metro Bus Project, with a
speech to a packed Convention Centre on Thursday.Nawaz was elated at the completion of the
million-rupee transport project, as he smiled and made light-hearted jokes aimed at his brother —
Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif.“People are saying this [project] looks like we are in another
country... this is not another country. This is a changing Pakistan!” the premier said.Referring to the
sophistication of the project, he joked that commuters may use it “just for fun”.He said the Metro Bus
is going to be a major convenience for commuters travelling between the two cities. Nawaz gave
examples of students and government officers who would have to spend thousands each month for
their commute between the cities. “Instead of changing two or three routes, they can now reach their
destination in 15-20 minutes.”Hinting at the protracted Islamabad sit-ins spearheaded by the rival
PTI, the premier said the project met with some delays but has finally been completed.

Nawaz also gave hope to the denizens of Karachi saying that Greenline Rapid Transport System will
soon be launched in the metropolisProvincial chief ministers, federal ministers as well as leaders of
various political parties are among those who attended the inauguration.The 23-kilometre line, where
68 air-conditioned buses will carry an estimated 135,000 passengers a day along exclusive, signal-
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free lanes, links the neat, leafy capital with its sprawling twin city Rawalpindi. The project was built in
13 months — six months longer than planned — at a cost of 44.84 billion rupees, and will use buses
from Turkey.Critics have branded the Metro Bus as “wasteful”, saying priority should be given to
spending on education, health and the environment.But the government hopes it will give the
economies of the twin cities a boost by making travel easier and cheaper for commuters currently
reliant on a patchy network of minibuses and vans.Chief Minister Punjab Shahbaz Sharif said the
service would be a boon for people on low-incomes.“It will also help cool the anger of people who
have to travel in shoddy vans while government officials, politicians and rich people drive past in their
air-conditioned and bullet-proof vehicles,” Shahbaz told journalists earlier this week.

LAHORE—The Institute of Communication Studies of the University of the Punjab organized a
seminar titled “Pakistan’s greatest challenge: The impeding water crisis in Pakistan” to mark World
Environment Day on 4th June at the Hameed Nizami Conference Hall. The seminar focused on the
dire state of water shortage in Pakistan and its consequences for our future generations. It also
highlighted the issue of water availability and its relation with water conservation practices without
which we face water scarcity within the next ten years. The speakers invited included Mr. Haroon Gill
an environmentalist, Muhammad Sanaullah from the Department of Geology at PU and Dr. Iftikhar
Senior Professor at CEES, PU. Dr. Iftikhar focused on the issue of water conservation in Pakistan.
He said “Pakistan urgently requires major dam and reservoir projects to meet our irrigation and
power requirements. We have enough water for our needs which is being wasted due to poor
management and neglect of the policy makers.” He also revealed that for the last 34 years there has
been no sustainable improvement in the water sector in Pakistan. He suggested that public and
private partnerships in this regard may be very beneficial to the water crisis in Pakistan.

Haroon Gill focused on the environmental and climatic changes and their relation with the current
water crisis in Pakistan. He also discussed the ground realities behind the devastating floods hitting
Pakistan annually. The people affected by these floods have become a huge concern for disaster
management and humanitarian authorities. Professor Sanaullah in his paper said that “daily water
consumption for an individual is around 40 liters out of which only 8 Liters is used for drinking
purposes. Despite the need the issue has never been a government priority”. He also discussed the
effect of Indus Water Treaty on water availability in Pakistan. Concluding remarks were expressed by
Dr. Bushra H. Rahman on behalf of the Institute of Communication Studies. Each session was
followed by a lively question answer session that aimed to sensitise the young generation about the
grave situation regarding water availability and its quality in Pakistan. She also revealed that this
seminar was a first step for further work on this issue in the form of a communication campaign titled
“Drop of Survival- Qatra e Baqah.”

WEB DESK: With an hour remaining till the budget is released, let us remind ourselves that we have
failed our children. Our Millennium Development Goals for the year 2015 for education remain a
broken promise. Pakistan had pledged that it will ensure 100 percent primary literacy by 2015. Our
literacy rate stands at 57 percent, states the Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurement
Survey. Punjab has only 64 percent of net primary enrollment rate is further classified into 66 percent
of Males and 63 percent of Females. There are are 43 percent of female students enrolled in Sindh
and 53 percent male students, achieving a total of 48 percent. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has a total of 54
percent with 62 percent male and 46 percent female. Balochistan disappoints the most with only 39
percent in total which is further categorized into 46 percent of male and 30 percent of females. With
these calculations one should be clear about the fact that Pakistan is still facing the problem of
gender discrimination especially in the rural areas. Fingers are crossed as the budget for 2015-16 is
about to be released today, hopefully the government will increase the budget for education.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has stepped in to settle the dispute between Pakistan
State Oil (PSO) and Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC) over the provision of vessels for
oil import and allowed the former to bring petrol and diesel by inviting bids from shipping lines for the
next three months. According to officials aware of the development, the prime minister in a meeting
on Wednesday directed that PNSC would only provide vessels for furnace oil import whereas PSO
would import petrol, diesel and other petroleum products on a cost and freight basis. The directives
came in a bid to resolve a longstanding row and stave off the threat of oil shortage, like the one the
country experienced in early January this year.

“The decision has been taken following delay on the part of PNSC in making available ships for
bringing petroleum products,” an official said. “Now, PSO will be able to hire vessels at competitive
rates by seeking bids from different shipping lines.” According to an official of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Resources, the dearth of petrol early this year was the result of late arrival of
PNSC vessels for loading and transporting the imported cargo. Since January 2014, according to
ministry officials, PNSC has delayed the provision of 77 vessels to PSO, which is a breach of
timelines outlined in the Contract of Affreightment between the two state-owned companies and has
caused losses to the national coffer. In May, vessels were not provided for loading petrol from May
5-7 and from May 7-9. Another vessel required for loading high sulphur fuel oil on May 20-22 was
also not available, sparking fears of electricity shortage.

KARACHI: Addressing the government in a taxation proposal late April, the cellular mobile operators
(CMOs) recommended the elimination of duties on cellular identification module (SIM) cards and
import of mobile equipment and handsets. A month later, the Punjab government responded by
slapping another 19.5% duty on data [internet] services — another blow to the country’s telecom
sector. On May 29, the Punjab government, through a statutory regulatory order (SRO), imposed the
aforesaid tax on internet services that provided more than 2 Megabits per second (Mbps)
connections or those that exceeded Rs1,500 in monthly consumption. The development comes
almost a year after the Sindh government imposed the same duty on its consumers. The centre,
according to market talk, is likely to follow suit when it unveils the federal budget on June 5 (today) —
it will be a continuity of government’s reliance on indirect taxes as opposed to broadening the tax net.
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What does it mean for internet users?

Anyone utilising internet services worth Rs2,000 in a month will pay nearly Rs400 in taxes to the
government. This is in addition to the combined 38% tax consumers are already paying under federal
excise duty (FED) or general sales tax (GST) and advance income tax or withholding tax on mobile
phone services, such as voice calls and text messages. “Taxing broadband is like raising petrol
prices, which affects every sector of the economy,” Information and Communications Technology
expert Parvez lftikhar said. He said internet had now become a necessity for every sector of the
economy, whether its agriculture, healthcare, education or SMEs. “Even a small size business has a
monthly bill of more than Rs1,500. Making broadband expensive will have a very negative impact on
the overall economy.” Former managing director at United Services further added that the
government seems to be underestimating the effectiveness of broadband by taking such decisions.
“Telecom taxes are already over 30%, this new tax will add another 7% to it,” he lamented.

Echoing the views of the telecom sector that believes levying more taxes will hinder the growth of
mobile broadband, he said, “nearly 80% of the country’s 132 million cellular subscribers (as of April
2015) are below the threshold of taxable income. “Imposing taxes on data services only a year after
the successful 3G/4G spectrum auction will not only hamper economic growth but will also adversely
impact the government’s initiative for the proliferation of mobile broadband in Pakistan,” the CMOs
said in a joint statement on Thursday. Besides slowing down growth of broadband technology and
network rollout, the proposed taxation would also have a negative impact on future spectrum auction
and investments in the country’s telecom market, the statement said. For example, mobile operators
do not offer a fixed speed and, as a result, the users can have 1 Mbps speed at one location and 3
Mbps on the other, making it difficult for tax application, which is based on a fixed speed of 2 Mbps.
“The media should question the government’s seriousness on direct taxes, based on people’s income
level,” said the country’s most sought-after expert on taxation Shabbar Zaidi, while advising
journalists in a discussion forum.

Four hospitals getting KARACHI: The focal group, which collects water samples and tests them for chlorination, on
unchlorinated water Wednesday found water supplied to four major hospitals of the city with no chlorine at all, leaving
Daily Dawn, June 4,2015 everyone there shuddered to know that how badly they were exposed to the deadly ‘brain-eating’
amoeba.The water at Governor’s House, however, was found satisfactorily chlorinated.Officials in the
focal group said their teams equipped with on-the-spot collection and testing of water samples had
visited the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases,
National Institute of Child Health and the Civil Hospital Karachi.The samples taken from all the four
major hospitals were found with not a trace of chlorine in them, said a spokesman for the focal
group.The samples collected and tested in Governor House and its swimming pool were found
adequately chlorinated thanks to the staff who regularly maintained it.Earlier, the teams found the
water supplied to CM House, the Sindh Assembly Building, the Supreme Court’s Karachi Registry
building and several other government buildings unchlorinated.Officials said, the focal group had
collected 343 samples from various parts of the city and tests showed that at least 52 per cent (177)
of them were not satisfactorily chlorinated or not chlorinated at all. The remaining 166 samples were
found containing chlorine equal to or more than 0.25 parts per million — the minimum desired level of
chlorination.

Water crisis for citizens Karachi: The citizens of Karachi continue to suffer because of water shortage in the scorching
but big profits for mafia summer heat while the ultimate beneficiaries of this situation remain the water tanker trucks
The News, June 4,2015 operators and the hydrant mafia that are involved in water theft and responsible for the existing
crisis.Tanker operators siphon water from hydrants that is stolen from the Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board system and it is then sold at exorbitant rates in the posh areas while the poor
localities remain without the commodity.Most of the people affected by the crisis have no other option
but to purchase bottled water ranging between Rs25 and Rs60 for drinking and cooking purpose and
then the bottled water mafia earns huge profits. The consumers living in middle-class localities
purchase 18- or 20-litre bottles further feeling the financial crunch. A large number of households use
underground water, although it is unfit for human consumption, cleaning kitchen utensils, washing
clothes and bathing. The KWSB authorities claim that power outages frequently occur at pumping
stations and this affects the supply. When power outages occur there, leakages start in the pipelines
because of the water pressure in the system. Similarly, when this occurs in the main supply lines,
they burst and it is difficult to repair them.

Karachi blaze goes wild KARACHI: A blaze that engulfed a garments factory here on Wednesday evening continues to
EER (=3[ L GCIER T e iR J ll challenge the firefighters, Samaa reported. Earlier, an apparel making unit near Saba Cinema in New
Karachi industrial area caught fire, which turned into a third-degree blaze as the fire brigade took their
water ) . . : - ; ;
Sammaa Tv . June 4.2015 tlmg reachln_g the site as _usual. Later, the inferno spread to a neighbouring factory as the fire tenders
’ ’ taking part in the operation ran out of water. At the moment, the crews are waiting for the water
bowser while the die-hard fire is going wild. According to latest reports, the administration of Sakhi
Hassan Hydrant has been directed to refill the fire tenders and bowsers so that they can continue the
operation.

Unchlorinated water KARACHI: The provincial assembly, Chief Minister House and the Karachi registry of the Supreme
AT [ KT o] L R {oM 2.\ Court of Pakistan are among the several prominent places where unchlorinated water is being
& CM House supplied — a condition that exposes _people to the deadly Naegleria fowleri, it emerged on T_uesday.
Daily Dawn, June 4,2015 A spokesman for the focal group, which collects water samples and tests them for chlorination after
¢ ¢ the ‘brain-eating’ amoeba scare gripped the city with six deaths within a month, said water samples
were taken from various government buildings as well as swimming pools in a couple of hotels in
Karachi. Besides the assembly building, CM House and the SC Karachi registry, other buildings
where no trace of water cholorination was found included Sindh Secretariat, income tax building,
Tughlag House, ombudsman’s office, and the Arts Council. “We found no chlorine at all in the water
being supplied to all the key government buildings. As a matter of fact, the samples we collected from
there showed no trace of chlorination,” said an official related to the focal group.
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ISLAMABAD - All Pakistan CNG Association Central Chairman Captain (r) Shuja Anwar on
Thursday said around 400 CNG stations have been opened across Punjab. He said that remaining
CNG stations would be operational within next four to five working days, which would benefit masses
through environment-friendly and affordable fuel. Talking to office bearers of different transport
associations, he said that the government’s decision to reopen CNG stations would have a positive
impact on environment and forex situation as it would replace costly fuel.

Captain Shuja said CNG stations in Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Lahore, Faisalabad, Rahim Yar Khan,
Multan, Gujranwala, Gujrat, Jhelum and other cities were now functional and the owners of remaining
stations should complete formalities as soon as possible so that gas company could resume supply
of gas to them. He said CNG was still almost 30 per cent cheaper than petrol, which was enough
incentive for masses and transporters. The leader of CNG sector asked transporters to get their kits
and cylinders ready after service so that they could operate on economical fuel, which was beneficial
for everyone. At the occasion, transporters lauded the move of the government to reopen CNG
outlets and demanded consistency in the policy.

KARACHI: The provincial governments have failed to improve educational system despite obtaining
absolute mandate after the 18th Amendment, as only five percent of Pakistanis have degree-level
education or more than that. According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics’ (PBS) latest figures,
literacy rate in Pakistan inched up to 60 percent as of June 2014 as compared to 59.8 percent
literacy rate of previous year. Literacy rate is the percentage of persons aged 10 and over who can
read and write. However, official data illustrates a gloomy picture of Pakistan’s education
performance, as in this modern era, Pakistan has merely five percent graduates, while considering
Pakistan’s education standards only one to two percent may have taken quality education among
them. The 18th Amendment redefines the role of provinces, but since its passage in April 2011, no
concrete steps have been taken by the provinces, which clearly shows the rulers’ intentions towards
improvising education standards and literacy rate in Pakistan.

The situation remains worsen almost same to pre-18th Amendment era in Fiscal Year 2013-14
(FY14), as the education system in Pakistan did not see any improvement despite the fact that the
federal government shifted all powers to the provincial governments through the 18th Amendment.
Experts said that in order to meet the needs of the 21st century; Pakistan’s educational system needs
to change dramatically as just improvement in literacy rate will not bring any sustainable change to
the system, as professional education is the key to success in contemporary world. Instead of getting
better, comparing to previous year’s figures, even literacy rate in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh fell
to 53.2 percent and 61.4 percent in FY14 from 54.2 percent and 61.5 percent, respectively, while in
Balochistan and Punjab, literacy rate improved to 61.8 percent and 51.8 percent in FY14 from 61.3
percent and 49.8 percent, respectively.

As of June 2014, according to official state’s data, only four percent of female are degree holders,
while six percents males have degree or above level education. Amongst total 60 percent of
Pakistan’s literacy rate, 71 percent males can read or write their names while 48.4 percent of females
qualify this criterion as well. Below matriculation education rate is stood at 38.1 percent including 45.2
percent male and 30.6 percent female in FY14 while it was 37.9 percent including 44.7 percent male
and 30.8 percent female in FY 13. Matriculation but less than intermediate education indicators show
that only 11.1 percent Pakistanis have done matriculation as of FY14 amongst which 13.4 percent
are males and 8.9 percent are females.

The situation gets more aggravated while looking the break-up of Pakistan’s illiteracy rate as 40
percent natives still are illiterate in Pakistan which means they cannot read or write their names.
Female deduction is still a neglected notion in Pakistan, as 51.6 percent of Pakistani females are
illiterate while 28.7 percent males are included in this disappointing fact. Despite this situation, the
federal government is reportedly unwilling to increase the development budget of the Ministry of
Federal Education and the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in the forthcoming fiscal year.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms Ahsan Igbal proposed on
Wednesday to create US-Pak Knowledge Corridor to further the bilateral ties between the two
countries that spanned more than six decades. Giving his opening remarks at the meeting of US-
Pakistan Education, Science & Technology Working Group, he said that history has given its verdict
despite ups and downs in relations between the two countries that they cannot walk away from each
other and have to work together. He said both countries needed to nurture areas of cooperation for a
sustainable partnership. He led the Pakistani side and US Under Secretary of Public Affairs & Public
Diplomacy Richard Stengel headed the US delegation in the working group meeting. “We look
forward for expanded cooperation from the US side in development sector and need far greater
cooperation in areas of education, science and technology,” Ahsan remarked and added that policy
of present government revolves around laying strong foundations of sound economy that brings with
it the inclusive development and enhances peace and stability.

The federal minister briefed the US delegation about various initiatives present government has
taken to target the education, science and technology areas. The focus of Vision 2025 is on
improving access, relevance and quality of education, he said. Recounting the steps government is
taking, he said that a Rs10 billion endowment fund has been established to support financially poor
students aspiring higher education. Also, Science Talent Farming Scheme, one billion rupees
Technology Innovative Fund to integrate knowledge and production platforms together have been set
up, he stated. He said that National Curriculum Council has been set up to modify the national
curriculum for promoting creativity, innovation and critical thinking and problem solving skills. Besides
reforming examination system nationwide, an initiative has been launched to establish campuses and
sub-campuses of universities at district levels. He also briefed about government’s scheme to
distribute laptops among the needy distinguished students of educational institutions across the
country to link them with digital education and learning.

Ahsan said that since coming to power two years back, the present government focused greatly on
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the education sector particularly higher education and allocation has been increased from Rs40
billion to Rs65 billion, which is highest in history. He admired the strong and quality network of
universities in US. “If | have a choice to borrow one thing from US | will definitely go for its university,”
the minister remarked. He said, “We want greater linkage with US universities to benefit from them.”
He said that the country has a high youth population and to turn it into economic dividend for the
country there is a great need to invest in skill development and education and “government seeks to
prepare our youth for knowledge economy by investing in higher education sector”. US Under
Secretary of Public Affairs & Public Diplomacy Richard Stengel commended the Vision 2025 of
government and appreciated the efforts being taken to promote higher education, skill development,
science and technology in the country.

LAHORE: Water and Power Minister Khawaja Asif speaking to Geo News said there would no longer
be any unannounced load shedding in the country. The minister added that load shedding had
ended for industries across the country. According to Asif during the holy month of Ramazan there
will be no load shedding during Sehr and Iftar. Khawaja Asif further said that electricity production in
Pakistan was 15,000 MW and demand was approximately 20,000 MW. The duration of load shedding
in cities was six hours and eight hours in rural areas.

KARACHI: The provincial assembly, Chief Minister House and the Karachi registry of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan are among the several prominent places where unchlorinated water is being
supplied — a condition that exposes people to the deadly Naegleria fowleri, it emerged on Tuesday.A
spokesman for the focal group, which collects water samples and tests them for chlorination after the
‘brain-eating’ amoeba scare gripped the city with six deaths within a month, said water samples were
taken from various government buildings as well as swimming pools in a couple of hotels in
Karachi.Besides the assembly building, CM House and the SC Karachi registry, other buildings
where no trace of water cholorination was found included Sindh Secretariat, income tax building,
Tughlag House, ombudsman’s office, and the Arts Council.“We found no chlorine at all in the water
being supplied to all the key government buildings. As a matter of fact, the samples we collected from
there showed no trace of chlorination,” said an official related to the focal group.

PESHAWAR: The Government has mandated Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority
(PSQCA) to monitor the quality of the 37 food items in the country.These items are under mandatory
certification through SRO's (Standard Room Only) issued by the Government from time to time. As
per PSQCA Act VI of 1996 and Pakistan Conformity Assessment Rule 2011, the quality testing of
packaged milk does not fall under the mandate of PSQCA being not included in the list of mandatory
items, official sources of Ministry of Science and Technology told APP on Tuesday.PSQCA has
however a complete mechanism in place to check the quality of Food and other mandatory items as
per Pakistan's Standards, they further said.Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(PCSIR) working under the administrative control of Ministry of Science and Technology is playing
crucial role in the sustainable development of the country through provision of quality control and
quality assurance services to food sectors including milk products in Pakistan on demand
basis.Pakistan National Accreditation Council (PNAC) working under the administrative control of
Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), they added, has accredited few laboratories which are
involved in the testing of the Microbiological and Chemical Testing of Milk/Milk products.These
organization included Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR), Karachi
Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR), Peshawar, Pakistan Council of
Scientific & Industrial Research (PCSIR), Lahore, Qarshi Research International (Pvt) Ltd, Hatter QA
Lab, Nestle Pakistan, Sheikhupura QA Lab, Nestle Pakistan, Kabirwala.They said the testing of food
and commodity products by PCSIR is purely on commercial basis as and when demanded by the
clients. - APP

PESHAWAR: Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination
in its first meeting on Tuesday received briefing on performance, service delivery and allocated funds
in the budget for the ministry.The committee meeting chaired by Sajjad Hussain Toru was informed
that 39 major health projects have been planned for year 2015-16 including Rs800 million cancer
hospital in the federal capital.lt was informed that study has been started for the establishment of the
hospital and the prime minister has constituted a committee in this regard.The chairman committee
urged to set up same cancer hospitals in far-flung areas of the country including FATA, Balochistan
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa to help the poor people.He also directed to upgrade basic health unit in
FATA and make it a full hospital and deploy health specialists in different agencies of FATA. He said
that more facilities should be provided to pharmaceutical companies to stop sale of spurious
drugs.He directed to computerize the record of admitted patients in public and private hospitals to
have compete data of different diseases.Minister for National Health Services Saira Afzal Tarrar
apprised the senate body that all provinces have given mandate to the federal government for setting
up of Drug Regulatory Authority.

She said that in order to include Pakistan and Afghanistan in same block regarding immunization of
polio drops at same time, the government has talked to the government of Afghanistan.Secretary
Ministry of National Health Services Ayub Sheikh informed the committee that 600 pharmaceutical
companies are working in the country while the country imports medicines of worth Rs 200 million.He
said that a health regulatory authority will be set up. He added the country has got membership of
two important international health organizations.The secretary said that Pakistan has been included
in the governing body of World Health Organization (WHO). He added the government has approved
PC-1 of the National Health Insurance, adding, in first phase 23 districts of all provinces have been
included.He said that those families will be illegible for insurance who earn Rs200 per day, adding,
the survey record of Benazir Income Support Programme will be used in this regard.He said that
provinces will pay 50,000 while the federal government will pay Rs 0.25 million for treatment of any
nature of disease. He said that a district hospital will be set up in the federal capital while Islamabad
healthcare authority has been set up.The meeting was attended by its members included senators
Naseema Ehsan, Mian Muhammad Attique Sheikh, Dr Ashok Kumar, Hamza, Ayesha Raza Farooq,
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Kalsoom Parveen, Ghaus Muhammad Khan Niazi and Khalida Parveen. - APP

Govt approves 1000MW ISLAMABAD — An autonomous body dealing with determination of power tariff, National Electric
power acquisition from Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has allowed federal government to import of 1000MW
Iran electricity from Iran despite the country facing European Union (EU) and US sanctions on nuclear
Pakistan Observer. June 3.2015 program. Recently, NEPRA while hearing the petition filed by National Transmission & Dispatch

’ ¢ Company (NTDC) seeking formal approval for import of 1000MW electricity from Iranian company
“Tavanir” granted power acquisition permission to initiate the contract negotiations. Iran, facing the
EU and US sanctions over its nuclear program, is restricted by international influential powers to deal
in some major areas of business and commerce with foreign community. But following last leg of
negotiations with international community , the sanctions are expected to be lifted within a few weeks
time. A senior official informed Pakistan Observer that Iran will construct gas power plant for
dedicated supply of 1000 MW electricity to Pakistan. Muhashir, an Iranian company and National
Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK) carried out joint study with respect to the transmission line,
while the length of the transmission line will be around 700 Km out of which 100 Km would be on
Iranian side and remaining 585 Km on Pakistan side. He further said that Iran has agreed to finance
70% of the cost of transmission line to be constructed in Pakistan side whereas 30% will be met
through NTDC’ own sources, adding “Iranian side has offered 3000 MW which is under
consideration”, he maintained.

NEPRA on condition of maintaining tariff directed NTDC that the delivered electricity will remain
within the limits of 8.00 to 11.00 cents/kWh and tariff will not be increased further in case the price of
crude oils remains up to US$ 145 per barrel. However, in case the crude oil price exceeds US$ 145
per barrel during the term of the contract, then both parties will negotiate and agree to revise the tariff
with mutual agreement. The Authority considered that the option to procure power from Iran is
reasonable in the wake of depleting gas in the country which forced the most efficient gaspower
plants were forced to operate on High Speed Diesel. NEPRA was of the view that the proposed rates
were competitive in case the gas based Independent Power Producers operated on Liquefied Natural
Gas costing around US$ 12/MMBTU, the fuel cost component in this case works out as Rs 9/kWh
which after adding the capacity charges stands at Rs. 11.8/kWh. Government circles believe that
dedicated supply from Iranian company TAVANIR, would further enable the federal government to
minimize the demand supply gap.

Bad governance mars Poor and neglected condition of government schools throughout Sindh province can be judged
education sector in from the fact that 22,000 schools are without facility of potable cold drinking water, 24,000 schools
Sindh are without electricity, 19,000 schools are without boundary walls and 22,500 schools are without

Pakistan Today,June 3,2015

toilet facility. During 2014-15, four thousand million rupees were allocated under education reforms
programme for improving the conditions of school buildings but nobody knows where this amount
was utilised. As per a report of Alif Ailaan Pakistan, the condition of 71 percent schools in Sindh is
non-satisfactory; hence, these buildings have become dangerous for the students and the teaching
staff and their lives are at stake. In Sindh province, 49 percent students of 5th class cannot read
Urdu, 63 percent children cannot reach a single English sentence and 58 percent students don’t
know how to multiply or divide with 2. This shows the standard and quality of education in this poorly
governed province of Pakistan.

Alif Ailaan’s Larkana Region Coordinator Junaid Dahar told PPI that out of total budget of Rs 134
billion, 125 billion are spent annually on salary and non-salary account alone. He said there are total
46,724 schools in Sindh out of them 42,342 are primary, 2,336 middle/elementary, 1755 secondary
and only 294 are higher secondary schools. For these schools, there are 151,557 teachers. He said
during the current financial year, Rs 150 million were allocated to train 6000 head masters of the
province under education leadership program but none of them was trained due to which 80 percent
primary teachers cannot write English and 36 percent don’t know mathematics. Dahar said Rs 300
million were allocated for procurement of furniture for Larkana, Sukkur, Mirpur Khas, Hyderabad and
Karachi division schools; however, this amount was not released. Junaid said during the current FY,
Rs 30 million were allocated for opening of 400 girls schools through RSP but not a single penny was
released, adding that Rs 1750 million were issued to 49,500 schools as SMC funds which too have
been misused. He revealed that European Union had already withheld announced aid of Rs 16 billion
for improving education system in Sindh due to massive corruption in the Sindh education
department.

He said that Sindh government allocated Rs 603 million for teaching students Chinese language but
nothing was released for this project. He further said that Rs 427 million were allocated for
establishing ShaheedBenazirBhuttoGirlsCadetCollege in Garhi Khuda Bux but the finance
department did not release a single paisa. Likewise, Rs 500 million were allocated for establishing a
girls university in Sukkur but no money was released by the finance department. He said rupees one
thousand million were allocated for establishing girls public schools on divisional basis but no amount
was released to establish a single school at any division of the province. No money was released for
establishing CadetCollege in even Sindh chief minister's own hometown, Khairpur, he added.

He further said that the Sindh government did not release a single rupee out of allocated amount of
Rs 300 million for GovernmentGirlsDegreeColleges of Thul, Gulshan-e-Hadeed, New Karachi,
Zamanabad (Landhi), Matiari, Garhi Khairo, Kunri and GovernmentBoysDegreeColleges of
Sobhodero, Bozdar Wada, Chachro, Golarchi, Garhi Khairo and Mirpur Bathoro. This non-serious
attitude clearly indicates that rulers in Sindh are just wasting precious time of the people and
indirectly compelling young generation of Sindh to remain illiterate in this age of information-based
economy, he concluded.

[\ (o1 09 TeTol s METT o] o] \YAJ B Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif Wednesday directed all out efforts for smooth supply of petroleum
petrol, scheduled products and to observe load-shedding schedule during Ramzan. The prime minister was chairing a

. high-level meeting to review the power and petroleum supply situation during summer season,
g:::g:?.o?j:"?u%e%agf;n especially during the Ramzan at the PM House. The prime minister also directed the ministry of water
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and power to ensure that load-shedding should not exceed the specified limit of six hours in urban
and eight hours in rural areas, and no load-shedding during Sehr and Iftar time across the country.
The prime minister also directed efforts for smooth supply of petroleum products in all parts of the
country particularly during the holy month. He also directed the ministry of water and power that
during the Ramzan load shedding should not exceed the specified limit of six hours in urban and
eight hours in rural areas with no load shedding allowed at Sehr and Iftar time.

(SRR APV AR EICTRE ][I The Punjab government must consider valuable input of the Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) to

in south of city lowering resolve the issue of fast depletion and decline in the underground water table of the city. In a recent

fast. WASA warns study, WASA raised the alarm about speedy lowering of underground water table in south and
tl

Daily Dawn, June 2,2015

southwestern parts of Lahore due to increasing urbanisation and massive water abstraction/pumping.
It may lead to movement of saline water from Raiwind to south Lahore, resulting in further
deterioration of water quality. WASA has asked the government to keep the area between BRB
Canal and the Indian border green through parks, open spaces and agricultural activity in order to
recharge the aquifer. The study mentions that the water table in these areas is relatively higher than
other parts of the city hence the government must maintain this through various projects.

“In these areas not only the water table is high, but also the quality of water is free from any odour
and arsenic. Similarly, water abstracted for agricultural purposes will be converted for municipal
services. Ground water can safely be used for new areas proposed for urban development,” the
study explains.

It further says that WASA has prepared a project to include surface water as an alternate source, as
required by local as well as international standards set by National Environmental Quality Standards,
Environmental Protection Agency and the World Health Organisation. Under this project, a plant will
be constructed in the area. “Another study on surface water for installation of battery of shallow tube
wells along BRB Canal or Lahore Breach Canal is being explored. This water will be supplied to
consumers in nearby localities and those being planned to be launched,” it reads.

It also warns that the chemical quality of groundwater continues to deteriorate towards south and
southwest of Lahore. Urbanisation along Raiwind Road will increase pumping of ground water and
create depression in the areas. “There are pockets of saline water in Raiwind and surrounding areas.
Due to an increase in abstraction of water by WASA as well as private housing societies in south and
southwest and further lowering of the water table, it is apprehended that there is a possibility of
movement of saline water from Raiwind to south of Lahore. “It may result in further deterioration of
water quality as well as of all southern parts and some other areas. It is necessary to take steps for
keeping some areas green -- between BRB Canal and Wagah border and some in south,” the study
suggests.

Last week, the city district government’s senior officials were asked to intensify the drive against
quacks and unlawful medical practitioners playing with the lives of people. According to officials, in
various meetings, officials were given a clear message to make the city quack-free in a month or two.
Various localities, including Thokar Niaz Baig, Shalimar Town, Walled City and Shahdara, were
identified as hubs of quacks and officials were told to launch a crackdown in these areas. “We have
decided to make the city quack-free in a short span of time,” District Coordination Officer retired
Captain Muhammad Usman told Dawn. He said officials deputed for raids had been asked to take
action daily. The health department and healthcare commission were also working to amend laws in
order to enhance punishment for quacks.

KWSB chief wants Karachi: The Karachi Water and Sewerage Board revenue officers have been told to achieve the set
(YT A E (e [ A | V-l recovery target. KWSB Managing Director Hashim Raza Zaidi has directed them to make recovery
The News, June 2,2015 from defaulter consumers without any fear or discrimination, while chairing a meeting of the revenue
department on Monday. “Water board needs enormous amount of money to keep the system active
and meet the expenditures besides payment of Rs100 million to the power utility,” the MD said.Zaidi
said the KWSB would recover arrears from defaulters under land revenue act in cooperation with
deputy commissioners, adding the revenue officers not only have the authority to seal transferable
and non-transferable property but can also impose fine and give punishment. The MD directed that
after giving disconnection notice to defaulters, the chief engineer should cut the connections if
payments were not made.

(D LoYer {o) NG [=Ye [[eXW oTo)V/eTelu M KARACHI: Doctors at the Civil Hospital Karachi’s emergency department boycotted work for two
CHK emergency ward for hours on Monday to protest against the manhandling of a casualty medical officer by the attendants
two hours o_f a patient.T_hgy refu_sed to treat sevgral patients in urgent nge_d of med!c_al assistance_during that
The News. June 2 2015 time.CHK officials said on Sunday night, a man who was injured in firing was admitted to the

’ ¢ emergency ward. After the patient passed away, his attendants roughed up the casualty medical
officer at the ward.They identified the patient as Abu Bakar, 45, who was brought to the hospital from
Pak Colony.The officials added that the patient was a member of a Lyari-based gang and had been
shot probably by his rivals or in an encounter with police. They said doctors were unable to save him
despite all their efforts.Following his death, the people accompanying him not only beat up casualty
medical officer Dr Faizan, but also harassed paramedics and nurses and vandalised the ward.The
protesting doctors said they were working in an insecure environment and the staff was often
subjected to violence by the enraged relatives in case their loved ones expired during treatment.Dr
Barkatullah Memon, a senior casualty medical officer, said such incidents had become common but
the staff was not being provided with security. “We have even seen doctors’ heads being smashed
and their throats slit but nobody is there to provide any protection to them. Today we have boycotted
work for two hours but if such incidents continue, we will be compelled to go on a strike for an
indefinite period,” he added.The protesting doctors demanded that Rangers should be deployed at
the emergency ward on a permanent basis as a few policemen there never intervene when doctors
were harassed.

Two children die as THATTA: Two children died and six other people were injured when a concrete-made water tank
built about eight feet above the ground burst and crashed minutes after its inauguration in Haji
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Mubarak Jokhio village near Shora Mori town on Monday evening. A large number of men, women
and children from the village had gathered at the site when a mobile tanker pulled up to fill the tank.
However, as soon as the tanker moved back, the tank and its columns started cracking and minutes
later it crashed with a terrible bang, said a social worker, Rafique Jokhio, who was present there. The
falling debris hit many people around, he said, adding that 12-year-old Sakina, daughter of Hashim
Jokhio, and 10-year-old Hazoor Ali, son of Ghulam Hussain Jokhio, sustained fatal injuries.

A man, Khalil Jokhio, who got both his legs fractured, and three other persons, Zameer Ali, Owais
and Maria Jokhio, received multiple injuries and were rushed to Karachi in a critical condition. Two
sisters, Zehra Jokhio and Fatima Jokhio, were among the other injured who were provided treatment
at the Makli Civil Hospitals. The two bodies were handed over to the heirs after a post-mortem
examination performed at the hospital. Social workers of the area said that residents of the village
had pooled money for the construction of the tank to cope with a chronic shortage of water they had
been experiencing for long. There was excitement and joy everywhere in the village when the huge
tank was being inaugurated, they said, adding that the tragedy turned the atmosphere gloomy.

MUZAFFARABAD / LAHORE: Three labourers were killed and 16 others, a Chinese national among
them, suffered injuries in a blast in an under-construction portion of the tunnel of a major power
project on Sunday night. The blast took place because of ‘rock burst’ in the right tunnel near Majhoi,
the project director of the Neelum-Jhelum Hydro Electric Project, retired General Mohammad Zubair,
said on Monday. The injured were taken to hospital where eight of them, including the Chinese
national, were admitted. Others were discharged after first aid, he said. Rock burst, according to him,
occurs when stresses generated in mountains during excavations emit from any cracked or weak
portion of mountains with a blast followed by a volley of rocks from different sides.

He said the spot where the rock burst occurred was at the depth of 1.4km. He said the deceased
were buried in their villages in the area on Monday. Their Chinese employer — China Guzaba Group
of Companies — provided Rs50,000 to the relatives of each deceased. A compensation of
Rs-.500,000 each will also be given to them in accordance with the Chinese labour laws, Gen Zubair
said. The 969MW project envisages diversion of River Neelum through a 56km tunnel which will have
its outfall near Chattar Klass along the Kohala-Muzaffarabad road. Meanwhile a spokesman for the
Water and Power Development Authority said no labourer had been trapped in the tunnel. He said
the project authorities had been directed to adopt measures to prevent such accidents. To avoid such
accidents, holes are dug in periphery of tunnels to release pressure of stresses. On the advice of an
international panel of experts, he said, holes had been dug in the tunnels of the project.

LAHORE: Four workers were injured when a gas cylinder exploded in a shop in Sherakot here on
Monday. Wasif, Bashir, Majid and Rizwan were working at a welding shop when its cylinder exploded
with a bang. The area people shifted the four injured workers to Mayo Hospital where two of them
were said to be in critical condition. Police said the cylinder blast also damaged the roof of the shop.

ISLAMABAD: Four Pakistani and three United States universities will undertake collaborative
research under the project of ‘Centres for Advanced Studies’ (CAS) to harness applied research to
find innovative solutions in water, agriculture and energy challenges for Pakistan. A $127 million US
investment is being executed by the United Stated Agency for International Development (USAID)
and the Higher Education Commission (HEC) for the US-Pakistan Centres for Advanced Studies to
support Pakistan’s economic development by strengthening universities. This was revealed by
officials of US Embassy and USAID during a roundtable discussion with media held here on Monday.
Participating universities in this programme include University of Agriculture, Faisalabad and
University of California, Davis in agriculture sector and National University of Science and
Technology (NUST), University of Engineering and Technology, Peshawar and Arizona State
University in energy sector.

While Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Jamshoro and University of Utah will
collaborate in water sector. The participants were informed that the project was structured as three
partnerships in the fields of energy, water and agriculture between three US and four Pakistani
universities. Each CAS would form public-private partnerships and interest specific networks by
bringing together leaders in academia, government and the business community to identify the
applied research solutions in the agriculture, energy and water sectors. The project would prepare
around 1000 graduates for employment in the private and public sectors and provide them
opportunities of limited resources or from disadvantaged groups to pursue higher education. The
CAS project would support self-sustaining applied research through an enhanced working
relationship between universities and industry-producing graduates and research conducive to
Pakistan’s economic growth and raise the quality of faculty. The project would assist in several areas
including providing curricula, financial management, governance, teaching and other reforms to make
university education and research more relevant to the needs of industry and government.

The project would help develop scholarship programmes, leading networking activities, developing
strong links with private sector and facilitating relevant policy dialogues and reforms. The meeting
was also informed that a high level US delegation and Pakistani government officials would hold
inaugural session of the newly established US-Pakistan Education, Science and Technology Working
Group on June 3 (Wednesday). This session would underscore the ongoing long-term cooperation
between the United States and Pakistan in the fields of higher education, science and technology.
The officials who spoke during the roundtable included Assistance Coordinator, US Embassy, Brian
Aggeler, Counsellor for Economic Affairs, US Embassy, Daniela Ballard, Cultural Affairs Officer, US
Embassy, Judith Ravin, Director, USAID Education Officer, Tom LeBlanc and Deputy Director,
USAID Education Office, Garth Willis.

Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has hired foreign vessels to overcome the expected petroleum shortage,
including furnace oil, this month. “The country may face worst petroleum crisis in this month, but PSO
is hiring foreign vessels to import petroleum products,” said a PSO official. Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation (PNSC) had already signed an agreement with PSO to bring all its cargoes
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Pakistan Today, June 2,2015 from abroad but the corporation has only two oil tankers which are out-of-order for last six months.
The official said that on PSO’s special request, the federal government and the PNSC have approved
to give tender for foreign vessels for importing oil stocks from Arab countries and PSO had given this
contract to other company for the month of June or July. “There would be no petroleum crisis in June
as the government and Petroleum Ministry expected,” the official said. Earlier, the Ministry of
Petroleum had claimed that the country may face petroleum and furnace oil shortage in June owing
to the delay in providing vessels by the PNSC to import petroleum products.

A source in the Petroleum Ministry said, “The ministry had asked the PNSC to send its oil tankers to
bring furnace oil and other petroleum products in May, but the corporation is using delay tactics in
this connection.” People of Punjab had seen similar situation in January 2015, when petrol dry-out
was caused due to the delay by PNSC in providing vessels for the loading and transport of petrol
cargoes. Officials have also informed that since January 2014, PNSC has delayed provision of 77
vessels to PSO for the import of petroleum products. These delays are in direct breach of the
timelines outlined in the Contract of Affreightment (CoA) between PNSC and PSO and have led to
massive losses to the national exchequer. The official said that PNSC has again delayed the
provision of vessels for the import of petroleum cargoes. Officials of Petroleum Ministry said that
PNSC had not provided vessels for the loading of a petrol cargo scheduled for May 5-7 and another
petrol cargo scheduled for May 7-9, 2015.

The national carrier has also not provided any vessel for the loading and transport of High Sulfur
Furnace Oil on May 20-22, 2015 which could lead to electricity breakdown in the country as well.
Officials said that demand of furnace oil had increased in summer season due to hike in demand of
power generation and sowing season of crops. Petroleum dealers had also informed that they were
facing problems in supply of petrol as oil marketing companies were not fulfilling their demands. They
said that consumers would face dry out if such situation continues. Sources have revealed that PNSC
is backed by influential lobbies in the Ministry of Petroleum as well as the Ministry of Ports and
Shipping. PNSC needs to get its act together and ensure that there are no delays in the transport of
petroleum products in the interests of the nation, officials said, adding that it was due to this reason
that Petroleum Ministry had moved a summary to economic coordination committee (ECC) to
intervene for addressing the issue of delayed vessels by NPSC.

MPCL to add 10MMCFD Mari Petroleum Company Limited (MPCL) is to add 10 Million Cubic Feet per Day (MMCFD) gas from
gas to SSGC system Zarghun field into the system of Sui-Southern Gas Company (SSGC). According to sources in the
Business Recoreder, June Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources, the company at present is supplying 15 MMCFD of gas
2,2015 from the field which is dedicated to Quetta city and all the arrangements are finalised to add other 10
MMCFD of the gas to Quetta city. Sources said that addition of the gas from the above said field will
reduce low gas pressure problem in the provincial metropolis in the winter as in the winter like other
parts of the country, Quetta faces serious low gas pressure issues. Being the operator, Mari
Petroleum Company Limited (MPCL) has been working on the project round the clock and has
completed its operations on both wells in Zarghun gas field under very tight security. Situated at the
junction of Baloch and Pashtun belts in Balochistan, the field is among the most vulnerable to attacks
of Baloch insurgents. The total area of the Bolan JV block is 124.22 sq km and Zarghun Gas Field is
located in 56 kilometers away from Provincial Capital of Balochistan, in the Harnai District. The field
was discovered by M/s PKP in 1998 with Zarghun South-1. Appraisal well Zarghun South-2 was also
drilled/completed in March, 2001.

Sources said that the company was spending over 1.2 million per month on the security of gas field
of which Rs 10 million is paid to Frontier Corps Balochistan for securing movement of the company
staff and averting any insurgents attack on the facility. Moreover, the company has provided 150 local
people jobs as security guards, they added. "The total gas reserves in Zarghun field are estimated at
93 Billion Cubic Feet (BCF), of good quality with good pressure and would drastically reduce the
increasingly low gas pressure Balochistan faces during winters", they maintained. Processing facility
is provided with Separation, Amine Sweeteing, Dehydration, Hydrocarbon Dew Point, Raw & Sales
Gas Metering units along with utility operations that comprises Gas Generators, Water Treatment
plant and instrument air compressors. They said that (MPCL) has also started oil/gas exploration
activities in country's one of the most potential area with oil/gas reservoirs Karak Block by moving two
rigs one 2,500 HP (Horse Power) and other 1,500 HP.

According to the MPCL officials, the company, pursuing an aggressive exploration strategy has
embarked upon drilling of Halini Deep-1 and Kalabagh-1A well with its own 2500HP & 1500HP rigs in
search of Hydrocarbons at unprecedented depths of +5,600 meters of Eocene, Paleocene and
Cretaceous reservoirs. Karak Block was granted to MPCL on April 14, 2005 over an area of 2335 sq.
km. located in Karak, Lakki Marwat and Bannu Districts of KPK and Mianwali District of Punjab
Provinces. MPCL holds 60% working interest as an operator, while Hungarian company MOL holds
40% working interest as JV Partner in the block. MOL and state owned Oil and Gas Company
Limited (OGDCL) have discovered significant oil and gas reservoirs in the region. The area is
producing over 400 MMCFD of gas, over 40,000 barrels per day of oil and has the potential to
produce 700 tons of Liquefied Petroleum Gas from the discovered reservoirs, but as yet the LPG
extraction plants are not installed.

This water crisis is here Under the scorching sun, amid the scarcity of water, residents of the city are propelled to carry out
to stay, says enraged peaceful protests across the city to express their anger and helplessness as the government
Commissioner has failed to provide an immediate solution to water crisis. Commissioner Karachi Shoaib Ahmed
Pakistan Today. June 2 2015 Siddiqui on Monday said that efforts were being made to soothe the citizens as much as possible,

Y, ¢ however, the gap between the demand and supply of water would remain there. He said that no
immediate solution was possible to meet the need of the citizens, yet the city government on the
instructions of Sindh chief minister was doing its best to bring improvements to the water supply
through different measures. “A free public tanker service has been successful in the tail-end areas of
the city where water supply could not be provided. People have appreciated this step of the
government,” he said. He said that K-Electric had made commitment not to carry out load shedding
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on the feeders of water pumping houses. If any shutdown occurred it would be due to some technical
fault and not load shedding. Siddiqui said improvements were being made on the machineries,
management and rusty pipelines of Karachi Water and Sewerage Board. “The situation has become
quite better recently,” he claimed.

RAWALPINDI: The district health department is finalising arrangements for launching a nine-day
anti-polio drive in high-risk areas of the district during which instead of Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV),
Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) would be administered for the first time to children between the age of
four months and 23 months.The IPV which is much expensive vaccine is going to be used for the first
time in the Punjab province, though in other provinces of the country the IPV campaigns have already
been launched, said District Health Officer Dr. Rafiq Ahmed while talking to ‘The News’.He said that it
is observed that administration of OPV and IPV combined increases immunity in blood against polio
to a greater extent and is three-times more effective than the administration of OPV alone in
preventing polio. The administration of IPV is being made part of routine Expanded Programme on
Immunisation from July 1 this year, he said.The IPV that was developed in 1955 by Dr Jonas Salk is
given by intramuscular injection and needs to be administered by a trained health worker. Studies
reveal that the IPV which consists of inactivated (killed) poliovirus strains of all three poliovirus types
produces antibodies in the blood to all three types of poliovirus. In the event of infection, these
antibodies prevent the spread of the virus to the central nervous system and protect against
paralysis.The up-coming nine-day IPV campaign would be launched in as many as 28 high-risk union
councils of the district from June 8 to June 16, said Dr. Rafiq. He said that the up-coming IPV drive is
a not a door-to-door campaign rather the health department would establish 117 fixed points for
administration of IPV to children between the age of four months and 23 months.

He, however, added that during the campaign, the teams of health department would go door-to-door
for convincing parents to bring their children to the vaccination points. It is important that IPV is over
five times more expensive than oral polio vaccine, however, it triggers an excellent protective immune
response in most people. Another advantage of IPV administration is that it is not a ‘live’ vaccine,
therefore, it carries no risk of vaccine-associated polio paralysis.Studies reveal that the IPV is one of
the safest vaccines in use and no serious systemic adverse reactions have been shown to follow
vaccination. Also it is highly effective in preventing paralytic disease caused by all three types of
poliovirus.It is worth mentioning here that IPV does not stop transmission of the virus, therefore, oral
polio vaccine is used wherever a polio outbreak needs to be contained, even in countries which rely
exclusively on IPV for their routine immunisation programme.For the up-coming IPV campaign, a total
of 64,495 children have been set as target in the high-risk union councils of the district on the subject
of prevalence of poliovirus, said Dr. Rafiq. He added that the campaign is being launched in city
areas, areas in cantonment boards, peripheries and six union councils of Taxila.

MIRPURKHAS: About 250 invitees to a wedding including women and children fell unconscious after
eating dinner presented by their hosts at Amina marriage lawn in Digri town late on Saturday
night.They felt giddiness and started fainting one after the other a few hours after having the dinner
and were rushed to Digri taluka hospital and Mirpurkhas civil hospital.Doctors said the patients might
have suffered from food poisoning. However, they were now out of danger and would be discharged
soon, they said.

KARACHI: A 33-year-old man from Hub town in Balochistan died of Naegleria fowleri germ,
commonly known as the ‘brain-eating amoeba’, at the Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) after having
remained under treatment for three days, bringing this year’s toll from the deadly disease to seven,
officials said on Sunday.Officials said the patient identified as Mohammad Asif was brought to the
CHK in critical condition. “He remained in a precarious condition, complaining of severe headache,
nausea and irritability for three days and died on late Saturday evening,” said Dr Zafar Ejaz while
speaking to Dawn.Officials said the victim was initially treated at some health facilities in Hub for
malaria and then for meningitis but when his condition continued to deteriorate the family finally
shifted him to the CHK.AIl the seven Naegleria-related deaths this year have been reported from
hospitals in the metropolis. A 40-year-old man came from Thatta district while apart from a teenage
girl victim in Gulistan-i-Jauhar the rest of the six deaths have been reported in May.A young resident
of Orangi Town’s MPR Colony, identified as Muallim, 22, who died a day earlier at the CHK, was the
sixth victim of Naegleria reported this year.Both the latest victims of the lethal germ were admitted to
the CHK’s medical intensive care unit in the Operation Theatre Complex, where they breathed their
last.Experts say just two out of hundreds of cases of the disease in its history have survived in the
world.Before them, four cases were reported in Karachi — a teenage girl, a middle-aged woman, a
37-year-old man and a 16-year-old boy — and all of them succumbed to the disease.The man from
Thatta who died at a Karachi hospital was the first victim who contracted the disease outside the
limits of the metropolis.Sources in the provincial health department said they were waiting for test
results of another suspected case of Naegleria at a government hospital.

The patient, they added, was admitted to the hospital a day earlier showing signs similar to that of
Naegleria. However, similar signs could be seen in meningitis patients.The appalling rise in the
frequency of deaths from the deadly disease has exposed the authorities’ claims of having taken
adequate measures to curb the germ, which killed 29 people over the past three years with 14 deaths
recorded just last year.The lethal amoeba, which survives on the bacteria in warm waters and enters
human brain through nasal cavity and eats up its tissues, could only be decimated through proper
chlorination or boiling of water.Soon after the death of the resident of Orangi town, teams of a focal
group formed by the provincial health department went to the MPR Colony to collect water samples
supplied to the neighbourhood and check its chlorination level. The residents were extremely charged
because of the death of a young neighbour and tried to attack the teams but the victim’s family saved
them, said an official on the occasion.“The teams collected the samples and later to everyone’s
dismay they found none of the samples showed any trace of chlorination. The water supplied was
without chlorine, which was nothing short of criminal negligence on part of the Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board (KWSB),” said the official. Another official quoted Muallim’s father who demanded
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protection of the rest of the residents as saying: “I have already lost my son but at least save the rest
by providing them properly chlorinated water”.Recent results of water sampling in the city show that
out of the samples collected and tested so far, around 55 per cent were found to be chlorinated to
less than the desired levels.

However, the KWSB managing director at a press conference at the COD Filter Plant that his
organisation maintained state-of-the-art facilities to monitor and check chlorination levels.He said
chlorination at a “desired level” was being ensured at all KWSB filter plants while its sodium
hypochlorite plants were working without fail. Instead of water samples taken from the areas it was
better to collect them directly from the filter plants as it was possible that water tanks used in
residential and industrial units might not have been cleaned properly, he added.He said the expenses
on chlorine had risen from Rs9 million to Rs130 million and asked people to clean their tanks at
home, mosques, schools, hostels, shopping malls and offices as a preemptive measure.However, the
authorities’ claim of investing heavily in public awareness campaign has failed to impress anyone as
the pamphlets might have changed hands in public places but none of them was found pasted inside
hospitals or the ablution places or outside mosques where people could contract the disease while
rinsing their noses with unsafe and poorly chlorinated water.Officials said the germ could potentially
make way to the victim’s brain through nasal cavity during ablution at home or in mosques where
water supplies were not safely chlorinated or boiled.Primary amoebic meningoencephalitis is defined
in medical literature as a rare but typically fatal infection caused by Naegleria fowleri, an amoeba
found in rivers, lakes, springs, drinking water networks and poorly chlorinated swimming pools.The
illness attacks a healthy person, three to seven days after exposure to contaminated water with
symptoms of headache and slight fever, in some cases associated with sore throat and rhinitis
(commonly called stuffy nose).

A dismal state of In spite of an increase in the education budget, there are more than 7,000 multi-grade (from class 1
PYe [0or- 1l M A M= 1o o IS 1s B tO 5), single room schools with just a single teacher in Balochistan. These schools have no boundary
Daily Times, June 1,2015 walls and no such thing as individual attention or security. The coalition government had allocated 24
per cent of the budget during the financial year 2014-15. However, adviser to the Balochistan chief
minister on education, Sardar Raza Muhammad Bareech, says more than 75 per cent of the budget
was spent on salaries etc., whereas, only 25 per cent budget was spent on development of the
education sector. The number of government-run primary, middle and high schools has reached
around 13,000 with 1.3 million female and male students across the province, lagging behind other
provinces in terms of key social indicators.

“Despite the government’s recent movement against out of school children, there are still 1.7 million
children who are out of school at the moment," Sardar Bareech informed an all parties conferences
organised by Institute of Social and Policy Sciences in Quetta.

The Balochistan government has already declared an education emergency in the province and
enforced article 25-A of the constitution. However, a large number of girls and boys who remain out
of school give way to serious doubts about the performance of the nationalist-led government in the
province. Sardar Bareech portrays a bleak picture of state of education, especially regarding female
education. Two out of three girls are out of school in Balochistan, he said, urging the political parties
to join hands to strengthen the government for enrolment of out of school children. Political leaders
including Awami National Party’s MPA, Zamarak Achakzai, Akhtar Hussain Langove of Balochistan
National Party (BNP), Dr. Ishag Baloch of National Party, Maulana Wali Turabi of JUI (F), Abdul
Mateen Akhundzada of Jamaat e Islami (JI), Jaffar Khan Kakar of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) and
others spoke about the state of education and government schools in the province.

The political leaders were of the view, that, without education democracy cannot flourish and
Pakistan cannot come at par with the developed world. They, however, lamented that despite major
announcements on part of successive governments and military dictators, the state of education was
dismal in Balochistan. “Our kids must be taught education in their mother language,” demanded
Zamarak Achakzai. Most of the speakers lashed out at the present government, for what they
consider its failure to develop the curriculum, especially in the aftermath of the historic 18th
Amendment that empowers the provinces in this regard. They were also demanding an end to class
education and urged quality education for all. “Quality education is the right of every child,” Akhtar
Hussain Langove said at the APC. He pointed out that most of the schools were without basic
facilities in Quetta’s suburb areas. Maulana Wali Turrabi, the Quetta Amir of JUI (F) thus stated that
besides schools Madaris (religious seminaries) were also delivering their services in terms of
promotion of education. He informed the participants of the APC that there are 1,667 Madaris
registered with Wafaqg ul Madaris in Balochistan. “You have to support the Madaris too,” Turabi asked
the chief minister's adviser while referring to the role of seminaries in the province.

According to provincial industries department in Balochistan, the number of registered Madaris is
more than 2,000, whereas, the number of non-registered ones is also in thousands in the province.
The political leaders painted a bleak picture of the state of government-run schools in rural
Balochistan and urged the government to bring reforms in the education sector. Some speakers term
poverty, unemployment and law and order situation, as reasons behind educational backwardness
and low literacy rate. “Children of poor and marginalised families are deprived of education,” Mateen
Akhundzada, the JI Amir told the participants. The drop out rate is too high in schools in Balochistan.
Out of 1.3 million children, only around 50,000 students appear in metric examinations every year.
“Now we have no clue where these kids go after abandoning their education,” said Sardar Bareech.
He reiterates that half of Balochistan is deprived of schools in Balochistan since the province has
22,000 settlements as per the 1998 census and the number of schools is currently 13,000.

Delay in census has also caused problems for the governments in terms of framing policies. The
government has no accurate data about the population of Balochistan, unemployment, and poverty,
etc. The speakers also emphasised the need for increasing the capacity of teachers to improve the
quality of education. The Institute of Social and Policy Sciences also proposed that the budget for the
training teachers before and after recruitments should be increased. The political parties criticised
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increasing fees of private schools and demanded a check and balance on them. Sardar Bareech
thus informed, that private educational institutions are only catering 2 per cent students in
Balochistan. However, Jaffar Khan Kakar of PTI intervened and said that despite all odds the private
schools in Balochistan are imparting quality education as compared to government-run schools. The
Balochistan government has for the first time introduced appointments of teacher through national
testing service (NTS). Currently, more than 0.1 million candidates applied for 4,300 vacant posts of
teachers in Balochistan through NTS. “This step of government can be appreciated,” Mateen
Akhundzada of JI admitted in the APC. At least transparency was being shown in appointment of
teachers, he said.

MUZAFFARABAD: Arshad Rashid thinks he has an answer to his country’s energy shortages. For a
few hours a day, a few days a month, the villager in Katahi, about 50 kilometres outside of
Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-administrated Kashmir, grinds maize and wheat with a
watermill. But he sees untapped potential in his century-old mud-and-stone mill, which sits idle most
of the time. He wants to use it to generate free, clean electricity. Arshad, 38, is one of hundreds of
millers in Pakistan who make a living using watermills, or “jandar”, built along brooks and streams. If
each of these mills were connected to a small-scale turbine, Arshad believes, villages could become
energy self-reliant, helping bring an end to the long power outages that have sparked violent protests
across Pakistan and his region of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) over the past few summers.
“Water channeled for watermills can be used to produce electricity for a whole village,” said Arshad,
who got the idea after seeing a nearby hydroelectric power station that runs on massive turbines. Any
surplus energy generated could be sold to the government to feed into the national grid, he added.

By May, with the hot weather starting to bake Pakistan’s plains, the country was already facing an
energy shortfall of 5,000 megawatts. AJK also regularly suffers from crippling power shortages,
despite producing more energy than it consumes, as energy generated in AJK goes into Pakistan’s
national grid, making AJK vulnerable to national load shedding plans. “Our requirement is 300
megawatts of electricity for the whole of AJK, while production is 1,133 megawatts,” Fayyaz Al

Abbasi, AJK Energy Secretary, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
government has assured the country that the electricity crisis will be resolved by 2018, when it hopes
to have completed a series of energy mega-projects that could add several thousand megawatts to
the national grid. But instead of focusing on large power projects, said Arshad, governments and
NGOs should be helping millers install small energy production alongside their jandars. “It would
require a maximum investment of $5,000 on the turbine, the motor and the pipe,” he said. So far,
however, no help has come, he said.

Small projects, big benefits?

Some millers have taken it upon themselves to harness the potential of their watermills. Two years
ago, Maskeen Qureshi, who lives in the Kohori Tarari hamlet near Muzaffarabad, installed a
homemade turbine and a small transferring motor alongside his jandar. Maskeen’s son helped him
make and install the turbine, while a neighboring village leader gave him a small-capacity motor. The
generator is connected to lights by copper wiring recycled from telephone cables. The whole project
cost Maskeen $500, he said. The energy his turbine produces lights the mill and a half-dozen
houses, all for free. “The turbine uses one-fourth of the water required to run the watermill, and
generates enough to light our homes and charge our cellphones,” said Maskeen, 75. He estimates
that with another $1,000 he could fix the turbine to a concrete base and install a higher capacity
motor to create a permanent installation that would provide electricity to all 18 houses in the village,
day and night. “If anyone [in government] can help us with this, we would be thankful,” he said.
According to Sardar Muhammad Rafique, assistant director at the State Earthquake Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction Agency, installing small waterpower projects on streams and tributaries in AJK
could ease both the country’s energy troubles and one of its biggest environmental issues.

As well as lightening the load on the national grid, the move would help slow the destruction of
regional forests, he said. “Electricity generation through watermills and small projects will ultimately
reduce pressure on the forests which are being cut down for wood fuel,” Rafique said. When pressed
about the energy potential of watermills, AJK Minister for Finance Chaudhry Latif Akbar said the
government is ready to finance any initiatives involving local communities as stakeholders and said
he would ask the Planning and Development Department to look into the best way of doing that. But
for now, millers like Arshad who want to turn water into power are on their own. They are frustrated
with the lack of progress. “Thousands of megawatts of electricity could be produced through the vast
spread of watermills along with technical and financial assistance to villagers,” Arshad said. “But
neither the government nor the private sector are taking any steps to promote this environmentally
friendly traditional industry.”

ISLAMABAD - Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) passed a recommendation on Monday to
decrease the tariff on electricity by 2 rupees 50 paisas per unit. Final decision regarding the price
reduction will be taken on Tuesday, reported Dunya News. CPPI has passed a recommendation to
National Electrical Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) to decrease the electricity tariff for the month
of March under the head of fuel adjustment. NEPRA officials said that the production cost per
electricity unit amounted to 6 rupee 4 paisas while units were sold to consumers at 8 rupees 9 paisas
for the month of March. The hearing of the case to reduce the electricity price will begin on Tuesday
after which final decision shall be taken to reduce the electricity tariff.
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Schedule ( General Industry Sector)
Following Load Management Schedule shall be followed during the period from 08.06.2015 (0600 AM) to 15.06, 2015
(06:00 AM):

Afghanist

Pakistan
Zone-I; Lahore, Sahiwal and Sheikhupura Gas supply shall be restored from 09" June (6 AM) to 11"
June (6 AM).
Zone-ll; Faisalabad, Sargodha, Bahawalpur, Multan, Gujranwala, Gas supply shall be restored from 12" June (6 AM) to
Gujrat, Islamabad & Rawalpindi 14" June (6 AM).
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